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PREFACE.

It is now over twenty years since the idea was entertained by
me of writing a History of the introduction and growth of Method-
ism in this State, and I began to make preparations to do so. 1
thought I had rare opportunities for such a work, being personally
acquainted with the first five persons who made a profession of a
Christian experience, and who, with two others, constituted the first
Christian Protestant Church in Michigan; and, also, being person-
ally and well acquainted with the minister who was sent here in
1815—the first after the War of 1812. From these persons the
lack of documentary statement was supplied. These persons are
all deceased now. Having come into Michigan in 1830, and having
been extensively connected with the work at an early day, added
to my means of presenting facts, I have continued this work, with
various interruptions, to the present day.

No one who has never undertaken such a task can form any
conception of the difficulty of obtaining accurate information. I
might have had this work ready years ago had it not been for a
desire to be accurate. I myself have, from time to time, published
short sketches, some of which contained errors. This work con-
tains the latest and most accurate information that I have been
able to obraia; and if there should, in any case, be found a dis-
crepancy between any of those sketches and this work, this is to be
the authority.

I should explain, also, why such prominence is given to the



\

Methodist Church over others in a work entitled “ Protestantism.”
The fact is this: the first purpose was simply that of Methodism, but
I had obtained so much information as to others, as to enable me to
give an outline of them, which I have done. I have desired, also, to
furnish more in regard to other Churches, but have found it impos-.
sible to obtain the information, as those who had it, or the means of
obtaining it, either neglected or declined to furnish it. But they will
find here embodied, in regard to their own Churches, what they will
not find elsewhere without a great deal of time and labor.

This work has cost me a vast amount of toil, as well as a con
siderable amount of money. Some will be disappointed in one way
and some in another. I cannot hope to satisfy everybody. But such
as it is I now commit it to the public. Whatever may be thought of
its style, the statement of facts are reliable and valuable for all.

ELIJAH H. PILCHER.
Derrorr, Micu., March 12th, 1878,
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HISTORY OF PROTESTANTISM IN MICHIGAN., 17

Ninian Holmes was also sent from the Genesee Conference. The

former gathered the converts into a Church. This first Church was

composed of sevez members, viz: Robert Abbott, Betsey Abbott his

wife, Wm. McCarty, Maria C. McCarty his wife, William Stacy,

Betsey Stacy lis wife, and Sarak Macomb 'm. McCarty was

appointed class-leader. These have all died in the faith and have
one to receive their reward. This was the beginning of Protestant
hristianity in this peninsula.

According to the Minutes of the New York Conference for
1809, Foscph Sawyer was the Presiding Elder of Upper Canada
District, which included Detroit Circuit, but there are no recollec-
tions of his having visited Michigan. It is probable he did not,
as there was no Society formed till after the next Conference.
The first quarterly meeting ever held in Michigan, with love feast,
baptism and the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, was held by Wm.
Mitchell, in the spring of 1811, in the house of William Weaver,
a Roman Catholic, on the River Rouge. The next year, 1812,
Rev. Henry Ryan was Presiding Elder, and attended the sccond
quarterly meeting in this peninsula. It was held in the house of
Robert Abbott, in Detroit. The time is not definitely settled,
though it is probable it was late in the autumn of 1811. We think
that this was the fact from two considerations or circumstances:
All the old members agreed that it was in the autumn and within a
year of the time the Church was organized; and, in the next place,
the interest created by the conversion of Mr. Abbott and his friends,
and the consequent organization of a Methodist Church or Society,
would have induced the preacher in charge to have a quarterly meet-
ing and a visit from the Presiding Elder as soon as possible. We
may safely say, then, that the second occasion of the administration
of baptism and of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, by Protestant
hands in Michigan, was in the autumn of 1811, under the direction
of Rev. Henry Ryan, Presiding Elder, assisted by Rev. Ninian Holmes,
the preacher in charge.

We may well pause a moment and admire the Christian heroism
connected with the introduction of Protestant Christianity into this
peninsula. We say Protestant Christianity because, although we do
not recognize the Romish Church as a true Christian Church, yet
she has some semblance to Christianity, and claims to be #tke
Christian Church. Taunts, sneers, cold neglect and pctty perse-
cutions had to be encountered, as well as the toil, labor and
dangers of travel, in these distant parts. Amidst all these the
young itinerants perscvercd, with no worldly emolumenis nromised
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them. They were allowed to receive one hundred dollars pet
annum, provided the people would give it to them, with the
privilege of “boarding ’round.” This part of the country, at this
time, was so completely isolated from the rest of the world, except
a few scattering settlements along the Canada shore, that it was
a vast undertaking to reach itt. We will here give the state of
the case as Nathan Bangs found it when he was appointed to the
River Thames Circuit, which included Detroit. This was in 1804,
as we have before stated. There was not much improvement for
many years after, as the reader will learn when he comes to hear
Foseph Hickox speak of the same matter in 1815.

Mr. Bangs left the City of New York on horseback, in the latter
part of the month of June, “went into Canada by the way of Kings-
ton, thence up the country along the northwestern shore of Lake
Ontario to the Long Point Circuit, and thence on through Oxford to
the town of Delaware, on the River Thames. Here he lodged for
the night in the last log hut in the settlement. The next morning,
just as the day began to dawn, he arose and took his departure, and
after traveling through a wilderness of forty-five miles, guided only
by marked trees, he arrived at a solitary log house about sunset,
weary, hungry and thirsty. Here he was entertained with the best
the house could afford, which consisted of some Indian pudding and
milk for his supper and a bundle of straw for his becf The next
day, about 12 o'clock, he arrived at an Indian village on the north
bank of the River Thames, the inhabitants of which were under the
instruction of two Moravian missionaries.

“ About 3 o'clock p. M. of the same day he arrived at the first
house of the settlememt, when the following conversation took place
between the missionary and a man he saw in the yard before the
door of;l the house. After the introductory salutation the misionary
inquired :

“‘Do you want the Gospel preached here?” After some delibera-
tion it was answered, ‘ Yes, that we do. Do you preach the Gospel?’
*That is my occupation.” *Alight, then, from your horse and come
in, will you?" ‘I have come a great distance to preach the Gospel to
the people here; and it is Saturday afternoon, to-morrow is the Sab-
bath, and I must have a house to preach in before I get off my horse.’
After a few moments consideration, he replied : ‘I have a house for
you to preach in, provender for rour horse, and food and lodging
for yourself, and you shall be welcome to them if you will dismount
and come in.’ nking him for his kind offer, the missionary dis-
mounted and entered the hospitable mansion in the name of the
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In his history, Dr. Bangs furnishes the following account of
things in Detroit during the time of his stay on the Circuit: “ Detroit,
at that time, seemed to be a most abandoned place. On his second
visit the missionary was introduced to a Congregational minister,*
who told him that he had preached in Detroit until none but a few
children would come to hear; ‘and, said he, ‘if you can succeed,
which I very much doubt, I shall rejoice.” On the third visit, which
was on the Sabbath, sure enough, only a few children came to the
place of worship, and no one appearing to take any interest in hear-
ing the Gospel preached there, our missionary shook the dust off his
feet as a testimony against them, and took his departure from them.”
From the foregoing statements of the difficulties of travel and the
condition of the people, it will be readily seen that it required some
courage and perseverance to fulfill the duties of a preacher here.

When William Case came, five years later than Mr. Bangs, he
found no special improvement in the people, in the country, in the
accommodations, or in the facilities for traveling. At the time he
came to Detroit, which was in the month of July or August, 1809; for,
although the appointment was made in the latter part of May:. for some
reason he did not reach Detroit until some time after—there were
no Methodists here, or any Protestant professors of religion, so far as
known. He had to shift for himself as best he could. As a single
man, he was only allowed to receive one hundred dollars a year, and
no provision for board. He could not afford to hire his board out of
this sum. Besides, it was altogether uncertain whether he would
receive even that small sum. However, the Lord soon raised him
up a friend in the person of Robert Abbott, Esq., who, although not a
professor of religion or a Christian, kindly invited him to the hospital-
ities of his house. But here he met with an unexpected difficulty;
that was, Mrs. Abbott was very strongly prejudiced against the
Methodists, of whom she had heard something unfavorable from her
mother. This prejudice was so strong, that she took occasion to
annoy Mr. Case as much as she dared to. At this time Mr. Abbott
was Auditor General of the Territory, and much of his time at his
office. On one occasion, he called at Mr. Abbott’s office in the city
and found him very busy, so that he could not go with him to his
house at that time, but he directed Mr. Case to go down and said he
would follow as soon as he could. Mr. Abbott then resided about a
mile out of the city, down the river. The weather was now cold, and
Mr. Case had been very much chilled and fatigued with his travel-
ing. Mrs. Abbott saw him coming and determined he should find
no entertainment there. Though she knew who he was and that

¢Rev. David Bacon, before meationed.
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lay meditating and looking to Jesus, he was enabled to put his whole
trust in Him; in a moment the darkness passed from his mind, and
the true light shone into his heart. He bounded from his bed and
ran out in his night clothes, as he was, shouting “Hallelujah to the
Lamb.” So overwhelming was the sense of Divine love to him, that
he neither knew nor caref for anything else than to praise God for it.
There was joy in the encampment that night, as well as among the
angels of God, over a sinner saved by grace through faith. This was
the first Camp-Meeting held in this region, and Mr. Abbott was the
first inhabitant of Michigan who was converted. This was the first
fruit of the seed sown by Mr. Case in this unpromising field, though
it did not appear until after he had left. Mr. Abbott holds so impor-
tant a relation to the Protestant cause in Michigan, that it will be
interesting to have a somewhat extended sketch of his life and char-
acter, which will be found in the next chapter. Mr. Case’s labors had
been very successful on the Canada side and along the Thames, so
that he reported seventy-eight members for Detroit Circuit, but they
were all in Canada. He left for Conference in May, and visited his
parents before the session.

The Genesee Conference had been created by the authority of
the General Conference, embracing this country, and held its first
session in Lyons, New York, commencing on the 20th of July, 1810.
At this Conference Mr. Case was appointed Presiding Elder of Cay-
uga District, which separated him from Michigan for the present, but
he returns to it again in the capacity of Presiding Elder.

Mr. Case was succeeded on the Circuit by Rev. Ninian Holmes
in July, 1810—that is, at the session of the Genesee Conference, com-
mencing July 20oth, Mr. Holmes was appointed. Precisely at what
time he arrived at Detroit we have no means of ascertaining; prob-
ably however, it was from six to eight weeks after the session. When
he did arrive he found Rev. William Mitchell, from the Western Con-
ference, who had been appointed also. Mr. Holmes labored princi-
pally in Canada, and Mr. Mitchell on this side, and they returned oze
hundred and thirty-four members for the Circuit, mostly in Canada.
The Society in Detroit and on the Rouge had grown to about
thirty members.

At the next session of the Genesee Conference, which com-
menced on the 20th of July, 1811, Mr. Holmes was returned to De-
troit Circuit, with a young man named Silas Hopkins for a colleague.
He continued his Circuit as far as Monroe on the south, where Mr.,
Mitchell had organized a Society of over fwenfy members. At the
next Conference, in 1812, the Minutes show one kundred and thirty-
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CHAPTER IL

Biographical Sketches—D. Freeman—Nathan Bangs—William Case—Ninian Holmes—Silas
Hopkins—Henry Ryan—William Mitchell—Robert Abbott—William McCarty—Betsey
Abbott—Maria C. McCarty—William Stacy—Betsey Stacy—Sarah Macomb—Amy
Witherell.

little is known of Rev. Mr. Freeman, the first Methodist

reacher that ever visited Detroit, that not much can be said

f him. Mrs. McCarty, who was themr quite a young lady, and

vas very much impressed by his preaching, said he was a

:ry venerable-looking man, that he was a local preacher,

1d that he appeared to be deeply pious. His preaching was

1aracterized by much earnest sympathy. What brought

% him to Detroit they knew not, and where his home was they

could not tell. We have ascertained that his name was Danzel Free-

man, and that his home was in Canada. Of all the other early char-

acters we have fuller information, and it will, doubtless, be very inter-

esting to trace their career to some extent in connection with, and
as forming a part of this history. We here introduce them.

Natuan Bangs, D. D. What can be more sublime and grand
than to see a man devoting the vigor and sprightliness of early man-
hood to elevate and ennoble humanity! What more God-like than
for such an one to forsake father, mother, home and friends, and
to renounce all prospects of worldly gain, honor or preferment, and
to consecrate his talents, energies and life to the work of preach-
ing the Everlasting Gospel to lost sinners; to brave dangers, en-
counter perils, endure hardships, suffer hunger, experience fatigue and
weariness, in order to carry peace to the wretched, hope to the
disconsolate, and light to those who sit in darkness. It is above all
else—it is heavenly. All this is what Nathan Bangs did. He had
as fair a prospect for this world as young men of his day had, of
honor and gain. He had talents, energy and industry, to succeed in
anything he might undertake, as well as others. But all these he
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laid on the altar of sacrifice to God, and laid himself at the feet of
the blessed Saviour, to be used as would best promote His glory and
the salvation of men lost in sin. At the time he made the devotion
he could not have had the remotest conception of the honor which
came to him in after years; for the denomination—the Methodist—
to which he attached himself, was small, poor, and generally despised
by the worldly-wise. He could have seen before him nothing but
hard labor, great suffering and anxiety, so far as this world was con-
cerned, only as he relied on the Divine promise, “In Me ye shall have
peace.” After his conversion, which occurred in 1800, in Upper
Canada, and which was sound and clear, he soon entered the work
of the itinerant ministry in the Methodist Episcopal Church. He
united with the Church on trial before he had any satisfactory assu-
rance of adoption into the Divine family, a very proper act for any one.
He gives the following very interesting account of the exercises of
his mind at this period: “ Having thus united myself with the chil-
dren of God, it was now my principal concern to make sure work
of my salvation. Though I had frequent manifestations of the grace
of God, and could occasionally rejoice in Him, I had not yet attained
to a clear witness of my acceptance with Him. The subject of reli-
gion engrossed my attention, and I sought every opportunity to con-
verse with devout people on my state and prospects. Some said
they believed me to be already justified, while others exhorted me to
be thankful for what I had received, and to persevere until I should
find a satisfactory evidence of my acceptance with God. My prayer
was for some miraculous, some physical manifestation of Divine
grace. It pleased the Lord to disappoint me in this respect, as in so
many others. After struggling hard, praying much, reading the Holy
Scriptures, fasting, and conversing with religious friends for some
days, He showed to my mind a scene such as I had never fully seen
before. All my past sins seemed pictured upon my memory; the
righteous law of God, so often broken by me, shone in overwhelming
splendor before me. 1 saw and acknowledged the justice of my con-
demnation. Christ was then exhibited to my mind as having *fulfill-
ed the law and made it honorable,” ¢ bearing my sins in His own body
on the tree,’ so that I, receiving Him by faith, need not bear them
any longer myself. This view humbled me in the dust. At the
same time, | felt a gracious power to rely upon his atoning merits by
simple faith. Instantly I felt my sins were cancelled for Christ’s
sake, and the Spirit of God bore witness with mine that I was adopt-
ed into the family of His people. My mind was filled with awe and
reverence. The wisdom, power and goodness of God in devising






28 HISTORY OF PROTESTANTISM IN MICHIGAN.

tainly very discouraging, and perhaps any one would have done the
same thing in the same circumstances, that is, to leave them. But
the probability is, if he could have devoted some time to the place,
and called among the people, they would not have forgotten the
meeting and some good might have been accomplished. In those
days of vast circuits, but very little time could be given to any one
place for calls on the people at their homes. What could we expect
to accomplish now, to come around and preach one sermon only
once in three or four weeks? Certainly, nothing. The people of
Detroit, then, had no appreciation of the value of the Gospel to
them. They knew but very little about it and cared less, and consi-
dered the preaching only an interference with their pleasures. There
are vast multitudes in the same city now, as in all large cities, who
have the same opinion of the preaching of the Gospel, and it re-
quires patient, continuous labor to gain their attention to the things

of religion

Nﬁ'l. Bangs was full of energy and characterized by an active
zeal for the cause of God, and fe);ired, very naturally, to see the
fruit of his labor. How trying the situation! Here he was, a lone
laborer in a vast region of country, with few or no Christian hearts
to sympathize with him. He had no place of entertainment in the
city, except at the hotel, and that was poor enough. Who could blame
him for leaving the people to themselves, or for devoting his labors to
a more promising field? Surely, none. There were no members re-
turned for the Circuit at the next Conference, from which we infer
there were no societies formed in it and he was sent to it simply
with the hope of making a Circuit and organizing societies. We
suppose the reason he did not return to it, after his visit to his
friends, to be that his Presiding Elder thought he could be better
employed elsewhere. The importance of Detroit was not then
realized. This Circuit, by that name, never again appears in the list
of appointments. That Mr. Bangs had talents and perseverance
enough to have succeeded, if any one could, is evident from his sub-
sequent successes, We have but a few more words in regard to
this Circuit.

Dr. Stevens says: “We have witnessed the severity of his trials
in these new countries. He had endured them ‘as a good soldier of
the Lord Jesus;’ and he would have appeared justified had he, in
retracing his steps to his paternal home and to the Conference in
New York City, asked for an appointment nearer his kindred and in
a more genial climate, especially as he went to the session almost
wrecked in health. But he went thither for the express purpose of
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for a support; for, though he was appointed and called a missionary,
there was no Society—no funds to fall back on for his support, as
our Missionary Society had not then been organized. With all this
labor and these dark prospects before him, he went into the work in
the name of his Divine Master.

In reFard to his having gone to Canada, Mr. Case, in his semi-
centennial sermon, makes the following remarks; “I have much rea-
son to believe that my appointment to this country was in the order
of providence, and divinely directed. A field thus distant was the
more suitable to wean one from a numerous circle of friends, and a
new country was best adapted to my youth and inexperience. I have
every cause to be satisfied with my choice, and abundant reason to
be grateful to my Christian brethren, and to the inhabitants of Canada
generally, for their generous and kind treatment, and the marked
hospitality which has everywhere been shown me in every part of
the Province. In connection with this subject, I beg to relate an in-
cident which occurred in my journey to this country. It was while
travelig through the forest of Black River. As I was drawing near
to the field of my future labor, I felt more and more deeply impress-
ed with the importance of my mission, and my insufficiency for
preaching to a people already well instructed. As yet but a boy—
only about two years since my conversion—dcvoid of ministerial
talent as I was of beard—I feared, on account of my incompetency,
that I should not be received in a strange land. So strong were the
emotions of my heart that I dismounted from my horse and sat
down, and wept and prayed. While thus weeping, these words were
spoken to me in a voice that I could not misunderstand: ‘I will go
before thee,—will prepare the hearts of the people to receive thee;
and thou shalt have fathers, and mothers, and children in that land.”
This promise I have seen fulfilled to the letter, and hereby give glory
to God for this and a hundred promises more, which have by his
blessed word and his Holy Spirit been impressed on my heart.”

We must furnish one more incident. It will be remembered
that Canada was embraced in the New York Conference until 1810;
so he had to come over into the States to attend the sessions. In
1808 he had attended the session, and on his return found difficulty
in getting back. But hear his own words: “In 1808, on my arrival
at Black Rock, the ¢mdargo prohibited the transportation of property
across the river. At first I was perplexed, and knew not what to do.
So I went to the hay loft, and fell on my face in prayer. I asked the
Lord, as I was engaged in /s work, to open my way to fulfill my
mission in Canada. Having committed all to God, I returned to my
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obtained the following statement through Mr. Silas Farmer, accom-
panied with a note, which we also subjoin. It seems there was a dis-
position at that time to ignore the existence of a Methodist Church
in Michigan. Mr. Abbott speaks of the SocietK or Church on the
River Rouge, simply because they had come to have more members
there than in the City of Detroit,and had built a church there. The
Society or Church, as originally organized, had a majority of its
members in the city, and they held their meetings in both places.
This advertisement settles definitely and authoritatively the fact, as
so often stated by Dr. Pilcher, that a Methodist Church had been
organized here in 1810, and had never become extinct. The place
on the Rouge referred to was only a litle beyond Woodmere
Cemetery. Mr. Abbott himself joined this Church in 1810, he then
residing in the City of Detroit. Brother Farmer says: '

DEAR BRrROTHER PILCHER :(—The enclosed copy of advertisement from the
Detroit Weekly Guzette of April 3d, 1818, was only discovered by a careful search
through over 20,000 old newspapers, occupying over four months of time, and I
judge it is probably the most definite information possible to obtain, and the infor-
mation was sought specially for my * Illustrated History of Detroit.”

The advertisement reads as follows:

FIrsT PROTESTANT CHURCH IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, was erected at the
River Rouge, on the 31st ultimo, by a Society of Methodists, a bod corporate, be-
longing to the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. The said Soci
was established at the River Rouge in the year 1810, and through the mercies
God bas remained inflexible through the storms of war and other trials; and by
the Divine blessing is still in a prosperous way.

ROBERT ABBOTT,

April 2, 1818. One of the Trustees of the River Rouge Methodist Episcopal Church.
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the idea of establishing a printing press at Detroit, and publish
newspaper. This project he undertook in 1809, and for a tin
issued a periodical in French, entitled ‘Essai du Mickigain,’ b

reat distances which separated the people of the Territory, an
irregularity of the mails led to the discontinuance of his journal.
press, however, which was the first one introduced into the n
western part of the United States, and was for several year
only printing apparatus in Michigan, did useful service unde
direction.”

Mr. Richard continued his relation to the Church in D
until his death, which took place in 1832. He died of choler
its first visitation at Detroit. -

He had served for one term as Delegate in Congress fror
Territory of Michigan, having been elected to that office in
He did good service for his constituents while there.
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CHAPTER VL

Pogaulatien—Diflculties of Bestlement—Detroit District—Appointments—The Men—Numbers
—Esxtent of Circuit—Abel Warren—A ppointments for 1826—Numbers—Baughman is Mar-
sied—Eociety in Ann Arbor—Supply, 1827—Coston—John Janes is Married—Geography
of Circuits—The District--Coston Visits South western Michigan—St, Joseph Mission—God-
dard—Names of Circuits—Ministers from Ohio~-People from the East—Ministers—Circuits:
—Results—Mary Kceler—Eli Hubbard—An Infidel—A Neglecter Comes to a Bad End—
Curious Case—Incidents of Rowdies—*The Power’’—Major Maxwell—One Visit—A ppoint~
ments for 1831 —Tecumseh Circuit—Kalamazoo—Increase— Black Hawk War— Love
Feast and Sacrament in Jackson and Marshall—Cholera—Camp Meeting—Charges in
1832—First Ministers Raised Up—L. Davis—Indian Settlement—Numbers—Charges, 1834—
Increase of the Work—Sunday Schools—Temperance—Literary Institution—Retrospect.

US far in our narrative we have had only one charge to look

fter, and that one charge attached to a distant District,

o that it could receive very little assistance or encourage-

nent from a Presiding Elder. This fact, however much to

: regretted, cannot be charged to any fault of the Church
ithorities. The simple fact was, the population of the

erritory had increased so slowly that it had not demanded

-.uch more ministerial labor. The census of 1810 showed

only 4,762 inhabitants, and in 1820 only 8,896, a very slow increase.
very large proportion of these were French Roman Catholics, and
could not be reached by our ministry, however many we might have
had in the field. If we had had missionary money, so thata man
might have confined his labors to the city, it is very likely that much
more might have been gained. But that we had not. Indeed, if we
had had the Missionary Society, and if the treasury thereof had been
well supplied, it is not likely that much of it would have been appro-
prated to Michigan, because the future importance of the country,
and of the City of Detroit was not recognized. This is not much to

-lmere 2" -
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passad, an increase of the force of local preachers, who were ren-
dering very efficient service, among whom were Marcus Swift, in
the Town of Nankin, a man of ability and deep piety, Laban Smith
and John J. Young of Bloomfield, and Allen Tibbitts of Plymouth.
These men rendered very effective service by their activity and
devotion to the work. There is one other name too precious and
valuable to be overlooked in this connection, although we shall speak
of him more fully hereafter, that is, Fosepk Bangs, of Tecumseh, a
brother of the venerated Nathan Bangs, D. D., and father of Francis
B. Bangs of the Michigan Conference. He was a man of great power
as a preacher, and lis piety was so undoubted that all who knew
him respected him.

The Circuits this year were enlarged in every direction in which
it was possible; as, the Ann Arbor Circuit, which takes the place of
the Huron of the last two years, was extended west to _rackson,
where a settlement had been commenced in the spring of 1830. In
order to do this the preachers had to go from Ann ﬁrbor to Jack-
son and return on the same route, to preach at Jackson and at Grass
Lake, making a journey of eig/kty miles to preach twice. There was
no regular road, and they had to follow the Indian trail much of the
way. Monroe Circuit was made to include Tecumseh and Adrian;
Oakland extended itself towards the northwest. It included Farm-
ington, where, the year before, there had been a very powerful
revival, so that almost the entire population had been converted.
This was under the labors of William T. Snow. Many of the young
people became very active members of the Church. Among these
were the Meads and Thayers, whose parents were Presbyterians,
but the young people became very active and earnest Methodists.
Some of them still remain.  The St. Joseph Circuit included all of
the southwest part of the Territory, and the two excellent and
talented young men found all they could do to meet the calls of the
new and growing settlements. They included Kalamazoo, where a
Society was organized, of which we shall speak hereafter, Niles, and
many minor places. At the end of the year they reported eleven
hundred and eighty-three members for Michigan, making an increase
of three hundred and fifiv-cight over last year.

It is to be understood that these results were attained by much
labor, toil and suffering—also with some opposition. About this time
Mary Keeler, a very fine young lady. residing at Ten Mile Creek,
in Monroe Circuit, who had been thoughtless and gay. was con-
verted and united with the Church.  Her father was bitterly opposed
to religion and very determined in his way. So, when Mary came
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and hungry, and called at a cabin and had a dinner of hominy and

" Indian sugar. We did not stop to think how the sugar had been
made, or how much filth there might be in the sugar or the hominy.
It was one of the most delicious meals we ever ate, according to the

- princples of the German proverb, “ Hunger is the best sauce.” It
was a hard day, but we have never regretted having devoted it to
them. These Indians left their small reservation in a few years after
this and went west of the Mississippi.

The year closes up with an increase of seven hundred and fifty
members. We now have an entire membership of tkree thousand
three hundred and eighteen, and twenty ministers.

For the next year—1834—we have only one increase in the
number of charges—that is Cassopolis—taking the west half of St.
{fl)seph Circuit. In the eastern part of the Territory the Huron

ission is extinguished and Plymouth is introduced, to continue as
a permanent charge, though it will, from time to time, be pared
down to become a Station. The work went on prosperously this
year.

We have but one more year in this third period to complete
our annals. This year—1835—shows a considerable increase of the
work. Detroit District is divided and Ann Arbor District is created,
and there are six new charges. Only one of these, however, is in
entirely new ground—that is, Grand River Mission.

We find an increase of one thousand six hundred members for
this year.

We have, then, at the close of this third period of our History,
two Districts, with three charges bclonging to a District, in Indiana,
making nincleen charges; twenty-nine ttincrant, and a much larger
number of local preackers, and four thousand nine hundred and twen-
ty members.

This, however, does not exhibit the whole work which has been
done; for the Sabbath School has secured much attention, as, in
every place where it was practicable, Sabbath Schools have been
organized and conducted through the joint labors of ministers and
laymen and women of God.

The Sabbath School work has all originated within this period
of our History, as distinctive Mecthodist Sabbath Schools, or even
any at all. A mission Sabbath School was started in Detroit proba-
bly about 1820, and the Methodists were content to co-operate with
that school until some time in 1827, when they started a school of
their own. We have not been able to ascertain the precise date of
the origin of either of these schools, though we have made dili-
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of Presiding Elder. His sound judgment, his comprehensive views,
and his impartial kindness, and the confidence which pthers reposed
in him, eminently fitted him for the responsible position. In all his
appointments he was successful and useful, and many have been
converted under his ministry. He was a hearty friend of the edu-
ctional cause and of all the institutions of the Church. Careful,
and rather inclined to be conservative in his views, and charitable
towards all, he devoted himself to execute the ordinances of the
Church, leaving it to others to change or modify its regulations. He
was a member of the General Conference of 1844, and was one
of the very few members of the Northern Conferences who voted
against the action which led the Southern Conferences to secede
from the Church. As a preacher, Brother Smith was eminently
eamest and practical, and thousands of people from all parts of our
State will cherish his memory with deep affection. His last illness
was sudden and protracted, and caused him great suffering, but,
though reluctant, at first, to give up his work, he bore his afflictions
patiently, and, with unfaltering confidence, resigned his spirit into
the arms of his Saviour. He deserves ever to be remembered as
one of the pioneers of civilization and Christianity in the State of
Michigan."

Mr. Smith was a safe and good counselor in the affairs of the
Church, and was very much respected by the people wherever he
had labored. He had acquired a good property, and left his family
m very comfortable circumstances.
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ment that they could find was the following, which was his wh
biography: ‘At the age of sixteen, I joined the Revolutiona
and stood sentry at Boston Neck. On the evacuation of B:
the British army, I marched to New York. I was wounded
at White Plains; marched to Rhode Island; thence to S:
thence to Valley Forge, in Pennsylvania, where I kept a fo
fast; thence to Monmouth, and subsequently to Fishkill, N
and West Point, where, on the 19th of April, 1873, the Revol
army was disbanded.”” This ends the Bishop’s account of th:
but we wish to add our concurrence in his sentiments in re
the neglect of such men to identify themselves openly with t
of Christ. It is a mystery to us how such men can hope
acceptance at the last, or how they can reconcile it with thei
tions to poor, fallen, suffering humanity, all around them, ca
the help of their example to enable them to rise,
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CHAPTER IX.

Prliminary—Michigan Conference—Protestant Episcopal Diocese—Indian Mimions— Detroit—
J. B. Finley—J. A. Baughman—Curtis Goddard—James Gilruth Bishop Thomson—Arss
Brown— Progress of the Churches—Congress Street Church—Dr. Duflicld-#helpe- - Noah M.
Wells—W. H. Collina.

Y e o . .
= YSE now enter upon the fourth period of our History—the
Rl organization of the Michigan Conference—and the last

g M= that we shall designate as such. In this we shall have to

W6>=l779 take a little more extended and free range.  The period

T30 properly begins with 1836; but we have o retrospect

: some, and we shall, also, anticipate some things, 6o a- not
to break the connection. There can be no reasonable objection to
either of these.

It, perhaps, will be remembered that by act of the General
Conference, in May, 1836, the Michigan Conference was created—
but it also embraced the northern part of Okiu. In 1740, the Ohue
part was taken off, and Michigan alone constituted a Conference
In 1856, the Michigan Conference was divided. and the Detron
Conference was created, so that, at this present wrivn;y we have *wo
Annual Conferences in this State, besides the Michizan Jontrier of
the Central German Conference.

It may be cnnsidered a singular fart thiet the crzcier of ups
., - r

Michigan Annuz! Conference of the Metio: -t Fovosa. Lnieed
was contemporaneous with the organizetiur o7 e S Gy o1
ment—for it was :n 1836 that the S:wz:s To- o v wgr (e emare
and ratified by the people, and M".'_;';.-;_’Z' Wi TE At eepT ey
pupilage, and admitted as one of the Swie <7 o s Tie
ratfication by Congress was not oumpwns: @ 70 cr ycer
of a little difficulty about the bouna-. v - ".- - ", v-s e
have shown a great increase of Protev.z-._ .~ .:-: - 2 -0 s

| great increase of the population as wel
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There are three circumstances, or facts, that have contributed
to the growth of the country, worthy of notice: These are the
use of steamboats on the lakes; the opening of the New York and
Erie Canal; and a better knowledge of the topography of the coun-
try furnished by surveyors and other explorers.

The opening of the great New York and Erie Canal, perhaps,
had a more direct influence on the settlement of this part of the
West than cven the steamboating, as it furnished a better and easier
mode of travel to the lake, and furnished the prospect of the easy
transportation of merchandise westward. The idea that the West
was to be the granary of the East had not yet been conceived—but
what would the steamboats and canal have amounted to if there had
not been a country to sustain a large population? The experiments
of the adventurers, in regard to the salubrity of the climate and the
fertility of the soil—a soil that had been thought to be barren—
showed that large yields, in proportion to expenditure, rewarded the
husbandman, and the climate agreeable. These plains and prairies
were found to be very fertile; and even the marshes, or wet meadows,
were very important to furnish hay for stock. We do not well to sep-
arate these facts, and attempt to attach importance to either of them
separatcly. Consider them jointly, and then we may be able to com-
prchend the rapid increase of the population of this Peninsular State,
This rapid increase of population threw a vast responsibility on the
Church and ministry, to see that they were supplied with religious
instruction—the means of grace. How this responsibility has been
met, we shall endeavor to develop in the following pages.

The Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Michigan was organized
this same year—1836—and Rev. Samuel A. McCoskrey was elected,
and ordained Bishop, and, at the same time, was to serve as Rector
of St. Paul's Church, in the City of Detroit. St. Paul’s at that time,
and until 1852, was located on Woodward Avenue, between Larned
and Congress Streets, but, at this time, they erected a large stone
church at the corner of Congress and Shelby Streets. The Bishop
was a graduate of West Point; large, straight, and very command-
ing in presence, and has labored much to advance the interests of
his Church. The origin and progress of that Church, in different
localities, will be noticed in their appropriate places.

We begin this period with two Districts and part of another;
for it is to be remembered that the southwest part of the State was
connected with the Indiana Conference, and remained so till 1840
We have tkirty-five intinerant ministers and ffve thousand members
The State had a population of about one hundred thousand, anc
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istry. In this state he lingered until Wednesday, August 11th, when,
at a quarter before 12 M., he closed his suffering and life.

“ Although there is no dying message to his brethren or strick-
en family, from the scene of his suffering, yet in the monument of a
consistent Christian life, and twenty years’ devotion to the work of
the Christian ministry, it is true, ‘being dead, he yet speaketh.” His
life needed not the appendix, in the words of the dying hour, to give
his brethren and friends assurance of his happy exit from the scenes
of time to the glories of the upper sanctuaiy. “ May his mantle fall
upon his brethren, and the Master give them grace to follow him as
he followed Christ.”

Mr. Collins was a man of settled purposes, and emphatically
of one work. Had he lived, he would undoubtedly have been
a great power in the councils of the Church. But God’s ways are
not as our ways, neither are His thoughts as our thoughts, and we
must bow to His dispensations.

We here furnish the statistics of the principal denominations of
Protestants for the County of Wayne, as gathered from their own
reports. We should have been pleased to have given the amount
of Church property, and the Sunday School statistics, and should
have done so only some of them had made no report of either of
these items. We give them in the order in which the Churches
were first instituted. Methodist Episcopal, 3,695; Protestant Epis—
copal, 2,475; Presbyterian, 1,843; Baptist, 1,579 ; Congregational,
973
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' Lectures on the Truth of the Christian Religion” is a most
le work for young men.

hese writings constitute a noble and enduring monument to
ne. All this work has been accomplished, and this distinction
d, in a constant struggle with ill health. His indomitable will
umphed over disease.
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present time. By the organization of new charges, the work has=
been so narrowed down that it became a Station proper in 1853, an_es
it had now assumed so much importance, Methodistically, as to give.
name to a district; and Romeo District appears in our Minutes,
that year, and Jonathan Blanchard was the Presiding Elder, whe—
continued for four years. In the enlargement of Districts in 187 —
Romeo was absorbed in Port Huron, and the name dropped.

This church has been favored with many seasons of revival—
many have been converted and added to the church. During thes==
seasons some incidents have occurred which may be of some intere==—
to record. On one occasion a man became so much wrought upc>
as to way-lay the minister to ask him to pray for him, that is, as tlbx
church was between his house and the parsonage, he went, at tFae
close of the meeting, towards the parsonage and waited till the min-
ister came along, and hailed him and asked him to Jaray for him.
The minister took him home with him and talked and prayed with
him—he was converted and afterwards became a minister.

During the winter of 1838-39, when James Shaw and R.R
Richards were holding a series of meetings in this village, which re-
sulted in much good, after some degree of interest had been created,

a few had been forward for prayers, and some had been converted;
one evening a Mrs. Southwell was among the seekers of religion.
Next morning Mr. Richards heard that Mr. Southwell, her husband,
was very much enraged, and had made a declaration that in case he
called Mrs. Southwell forward for prayers again, he would horse-whip
him. Soon after receiving this information, as he was walking the
street, he heard some one walking behind him with a quick step.

In a moment the person came up with him, and he saw that it
was Mr. Southwell, when the following conversation occurred:—
“Good morning Mr. Southwell.” Mr. Southwell, greatly excited,
responded, “ Good morning,” “Fine morning.” said Mr. Richards.
To which, with increased excitement, Mr. Southwell replicd, * Yes,"
and immediately added, “ You must not call my wifec forward for
prayers again; if you do I will horse-whip you.” To this Mr.
Richards simply replied, “I did not speak to your wife about coming
forward. | gave a general invitation, when she came of her own
accord. I shall repcat the invitation to-night, and in case she comes
I should not like to tell her to leave.” Mr. Southwell then replied
“ Remember what I say;” and they parted. Mr. Southwell bought
his raw-hide, made preparations to execute his threat, and “ nursed
his wrath to keep it warm.”

That evening Mr. Richards gave the invitation as usual, and
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from the main, or Chicago road, was changed to this ﬁlaoe. Mx
Tibbits is living, and sti‘fl resides in this city, but Mr. Hanchett 3«
dead, and a memorial notice of him has already been given. Fromn
such a small beginning, it has grown to have, in 1874, a population
of 4,330, and was incorporated as a city in 1861.

The Methodist Society, or Church, was organized in 1832, as
before stated. In 1835 it received a great accession of strength
by the immigration of James Fisk, with a large family, and several
families of Crippens. The place and the Methodist Church had so
increased that the Annual Conference was magnificently entertained
by them in 1844. Bishop Hamline presided, and preached on the
Sabbath with wonderful power and unction. The Church has been
favored with many very powerful revival seasons, and they now have
a beautiful and valuable brick church. It has also given nametoa
Presiding Elder’s District.

Other Churches have been organized as the population increased
and the exigences seemed to demand, and have erected commodious
houses of worship. The status of the different denomination! in
the city is as below, viz:

Methodist Episcopal...............476 Baptist...cccccevreninineninecannnnes 366

Presbyterian.........occveveeennnn. 2565 | Protestant Episcopal.............. 140

There was a time when the Spiritists were quite numerous, and
had good hopes of carrying the whole place, nearly, or subverting
or supplanting the Churches. But these hopes of theirs and the
fears of some timid Christians have not been realized. The cause
of true piety is constantly on the advance.

We will regard Coldwater as the representative of the County
of Branch, and show what is the strength of the denominations in a
population of 25,726, in 1874, premising that the villages and rural
districts are well cared for by some or all of these denominations,
besides some of the minor ones.

Methodist Episcopal... .........1,329 Baptist.......ccuee cevineer ceennee....632
Presbyterian............. ......... 396 | Congregationalist........ «c.c.. ... 238
Protestant Episcopal........cccccovuevunnnnenns 180.

So much has been said, in other parts of this History, in regarc
to this beautiful city, that it is not necessary to say more here. Wi
will be allowed a memorial notice of one who did much for th
Church in this city at an early day, which we copy from one of th
city papers:

“ D1ep.—On the 11th of August, 1870, in the City of Coldwate
Michigan, at the residence of his son, James Fisk, aged eighty-tw
years.
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Sabbath. He had a clear and discriminating mind, a warm and
enerous heart, and a benevolent sympathy, which enabled him to
ook upon and treat every man as his brother, irrespective of color
or condition. His loss to his family is irreparable. His brethren
rejoice, amid their tears, that their brother’s conflicts are ended, and
t he is now enjoying, in all its fullness and fruition, ‘the rest of
of Heaven,’ upon which he was wont rapturously to address them.”
We are mainly indebted to Dr. O. C. Comstock, of Marshajj

for this sketch, although we knew him personally.
Marshall was incorporated as a city in 1859, and, according to
e census of 1874, has a population of 4,623, being 302 less than
tof 1870. It is a very interesting and important locality. The
€ducational interests are very thoroughly promoted and cared for,
although the aspirations and expectations at one time indulged have
NDever been realized. Marshall College was once chartered, and,
under the leadership of Rev. John P. Cleveland, a preparatory de-
Partment was opened, and high expectations were indulged that a
college would be established and maintained under the fostering
care and patronage of the Presbyterian Church. The enterprise,
however, was never fully inaugurated, and all the hopes built upon

it have fallen to the ground.
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they did not attend sufficiently to the #mporfant points which the-
had gained. The villages just springing into life, and ambitious oe—mof
a reputation, were not cared for so as to secure permanently the—he
footing which had been gained; so that, in some of thcm, thou
we were the first to erect a standard, we have not the strcngth wemcaye
ought to have had, and might have had. Others were allowedr o
reap the fruit of our planting. More of the people, probably, we: ==re

thered into the Church upon the whole, for the time bcing, tha .man
would have been had they pursued a different course, but, by ne===g.
lecting the centers, perhaps, we are not so strong in any one localx’ _flity
as we might have bcen. By this activity of our itinerant men—th ascey
were, emphatically, itinerant—nearly every nook and corner of t—smthe
county has been supplied with the Gospel.

We now reckon, according to the Minutes for 1876, the follomew-

ing charges in the County of Eenawee, having the number of me—m-
bers and probationers attached, viz:

Adrian........cc.cceeeeeviveeees 610 | Hudson......ceunee ceenerenennenanns 166
Tecumsch.......cceeuieeeene coeee 160 | Franklin.......cccoovvenneen veeees 138
Clinton and Macon............ 157 | Ridgeway.....c..cocuveeenrnnncenns 195
Deerfield......cooovvvneniinnns 140 | Clayton......ccuevrruuenninrennnnne 125
Blissfield............cooeuvennen 1561 | Tairfield........cocoeennvicinenennns 139
Palmyra......cooovvnniiinninnnne 81 | Addison.........ce. ceruerennene e U5
Morenci........coceeviininnnnnnn 404 —_—
Meding......c.cuviiiinnnnienenn (i Total.....cecvcees crvene cunnee 2,808
These charges have, in the aggregate, a Church property val wied
at g175.200.

The first Camp Meeting held in this county was held racar
Clinton, in the summer of 1832, and it was a time of much religious
interest. Camp Meetings have been held since then at diffc x-cnt
points, at various intervals, and with varying success. These gather-
ings of the people to worship in the groves have generally proved
to be of signal benefit to the church. Two were held in the limmits
of this county during the summer of 1857, the fruits of which were
very glorious. There was but little difficulty in preserving good
order at cither of them. These two meetings were not signzlized
so much for the number of conversions as for the depth of the
work in the hearts of Christians. The Christians, both ministers and
pcople, went out from them so thoroughly imbued with the spinit of
holiness that the succeeding winter was characterized by remarkable
revivals.

There is one locality—a beautiful place it is—where a Camp
Meeting was held for several years in succession, and to wkich the
attention of the people was directed as onc of the fixed points of
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Clarkston.........cccceennveenncnne 90 | *Southfield.....c... ccccevvnnnnnnne 43
Brandon........cccceuieeneinannnns 171 | Birmingham........... ......... 154

*Lakeville.........cccccviiiiinninnns 45 | RoyalOak.........cueueen. 90
Davisburg......... cocevveeeunanens 131 Highland...ccccceeuvennnnnnnee, 113
Holly...covvverineinieeeinevennnnne 187 —_—

b X7 PR 2,340

There is an aggregate of Church property valued at $137,400.
hese items make an encouraging showing, and yet it is not all that
1ould have been done.

We ought not to fail to show that Rev. Isaac Ruggles, a Con-
regational minister, settled in Pontiac, in 1824, and operated as
wuch as he could, and was successful in organizing a small Church

the town of Farmington, which has always becn spoken of as
resbyterian. We cannot say definitely which form of organization
took. They had built a small church as carly as 1830. At the
ne of the specially blessed revival under the labors of Rev.
Tilliam T. Snow, of the Methodist Church, that Society was supplied
7 a young man named Bridgman, who had never seen anything of
e kind and did not know what to make of it. Mr. Ruggles may,
ierefore, be regarded as the father of Presbyterianism in Oakland
ounty. He always lived in this county, but removed for the latter
art of his life into the township of Farmington.

We conclude this article, remarking that there have been many
recious seasons of revival in this city and accessions to the Church,
utin the changing population, many of the converts have gone else-
rhere, and other communities enjoy the benefit. The Detroit
vnnual Conference held its session in Pontiac, in 1859, Bishop Janes
residing. It was well entertained and the session was an occasion

much value to our cause in the city.

The denominations stand, in 1876, as follows :—

In the City. In the County.
Methodist Episcopal.........c.cccevimveireeeniiiinennninad 290 2,340
N S 181 568
Presbyteriah........c..ceevieiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiii 124 504
Protestant Episcopal.......ccccccoviviiieireienerennnnnnns 164 164
Congregational............... coccevet ciiiiiiiiiiiiien, 233 410

We take great pleasure in presenting a sketch of one who has
€n stationed in this place.

Rev. Danier C. Jacokes, D. D., was born in the State of New
ork, in 1809, and came to Michigan when but a young man. He
dent several years in Detroit, and was then a member of the First
resbyterian Church. He studied for the ministry, intending to

® Only so much of these charges as lies in Oakland County,
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1836-7, was destined to be disappointed ; for, though this valley is
very fertile, and rich in its minerals and lumber, time was required
for the development of these resources. As the country has ad-
vanced, the villages have increased in their population, although
many of the original settlers, not realizing their fond hopes, aban-
doned them for other localities. As soon as these people found
themselves settled down here, they desired to hear the Gospel, or,
possibly, they thought it might be more for their credit, and tend to
facilitate the settlement, to have religious services conducted on the
Sabbath. Whatever their motives may have been is no matter now.
They wanted the services, and our ministers were ready to respond
to the call, and the only ones. They were supplied in this way
through the country for many years before any other ministers came
in to establish themselves in these wilds.

It is an interesting fact that, however extensive were their Cir-
cuits, or however laborious the work of our ministers, they have
always been ready to respond to such calls, and make arrangements
to supply them. No sacrifice has been too much for them to make,
or labor too severe to be performed, or exposure too intense to be
endured by them to meet the wants of the people. The fact is, there
have not been wanting martyrs to the work, or noble heroes to meet
and brave labors and dangers, among the men to whom has been
assigned the cultivation of this field.

Some of the local preachers were as ready to brave these dan-
gers as the itinerants. Rev. Jacob Dobbins, a local preacher, had
settled in the timbered land in the north part of Eaton County,
and on the south side of Grand River, not far from the river. In
stature he was a small man, but in determination a giant. He had
his regular appointments, and attended to them faithfully. On one
occasion, his appointment was on the north side of the river, and the
water was high, the ice running, and it presented a very discour-
aging prospect to make a passage across the river even with a good
craft. It was at some distance from any house on either side. The
canoc, in which he expected to make the transit, to his great disa
pointment, was on the other side of the flood. A faint heart would
have quailed and returned, but not so with him. The few people
must not be disappointed. He was not a good swimmer, so that a
passage in that way was out of the question. In casting about to
decide what to do, he found two small logs so situated that he could
roll them into the river, which he did, and lashed them together with
some withes, which he had cut with his knife, so making a raft; then
stripping off his clothes, fastened them around his shoulders, and,
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Some oppositions and some competitions have been encoun-
tered, but this valley has been thoroughly Methodized. In 1840 and
1841, a good deal of effort was made in this region by two or three
young preachers of the immersion faith to convert the people to their -
belief, but without any very considerable success. This effort led one
of them to deliver a discourse specially on the subject of baptism, in
which he took occasion to comment on the common objection to the
immersion of the three thousand on the day of Pentecost, to wit, the
want of water. “Why,” said he, “that is a very frivolous objection.
There was no difficulty at all; for the river Jordan runs right along
there by Jerusalem, and furnished plenty of water. There was no diff-
culty at all.” This state of things gave rise to the following incident
at a Quarterly Meeting held in the town of Eagle, in May, 1841.
On the Sabbath, during his discourse, the Presiding Elder—E. H.
Pilcher—took occasion to allude to the subject of baptism, and re-
ferred to the very oft-repeated objection to infant baptism, thatis,
that persons become dissatisfied with it when they come to years of
maturity; and made some remarks in answer to it. Just at that
point in his discourse, Rev. L. Chatfield, who sat in the desk of the
school-house behind him, pulled his coat. The Elder looked arounds
when Mr. Chatficld arose, remarking as he did so, “If one be proph—
esying, and anything be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the=
first hold his peace.” Hearing this, the Elder sat down, and he went=
on, “I want to tell an incident which occurred with me once.” Sai
he: I was baptizing a few years ago, during which a young lady™
came to me, and said she wished me to baptize her. But, said |,.=
have you not been baptized? She said she had been immersed =
water, but she did not consider that baptism, as the Scriptures say—
we must be baptized witk water.” The application was casy. Whens
he finished this story, he sat down, and the Presiding Elder went one
with his discourse, just as if no interruption had occurred.

Before leaving this part of the country, we will take the libertye
of providing a brief notice of two men whose names are associatec=
with the work here, Larmon Chatfield and Allen Staples.

REv. LarmMoN CHaTFIELD was born in Windham, Green County<e
in the State of New York, in 1812. His father was a Deacon 1w
the Presbyterian Church, and the son was thoroughly instructed ir=
the doctrines of that Church. But, while he was yet a boy, his soL—=
revolted against the doctrines of Calvinism, and, when he came =
hear the Mcthodists preach the doctrines of free grace—{ree salvam-
tion for all who would receive it—he joyfully accepted the doctrine,
and was converted to God in his early youth; but,not finding the help
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REv. ALLEN STAPLEs was a man of very moderate preaching
abilities, if the capacity for analyzing a text and arranging a sermon
be taken as the standard; but, if the power to reach the heart and
influence the judgment of his hearers be taken as the rule of
determination, he was much above mediocrity—he was superio=-
His educational attainments were limited, but they were used to
the best advantage. He was born in Cheshire, Massachusetts, July
15th, 1810, and was converted to God when about fifteen years of
age. Notwithstandin% he had to meet with opposition, he soon
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was licensed to preach
in 1836, and the same year was admitted on trial in the Michigan
Conference. His second appointment—1837—was to Bean Creek.
The whole country was so new and sparsely settled that the Circuit
was named after the Creek, and not for any town—but Hudson has
become a large and pleasant town in it since then, and has been
made a Station, having good churches of the different denomina-
tions.

His zeal for the conversion and salvation of sinners was so
all-pervading and so all-consuming that he could well adopt the
language of the prophet, “For Zion’s sake I will not rest, for Jeru-
salem’s sake I will not hold my peace.” His zeal was so great that
he could not devote his time to reading and study, but he must be
looking after sinners, and laboring with them to bring them to
Christ. Blessed and extensive revivals of religion uniformly attend-
ed his labors. By means of such excessive labors, he soon became
worn out, and was for several years on the superannuated list. On
his death-bed, he advised his brethren not to follow his example,
in the excess of his labors, as he believed he had shortened his
days by that means. He seemed always to forget himself, and used
his lungs to their utmost capacity. It is a question, which every
one must settle for himself, whether he could accomplish as much
good in a short life, made short by incessant labors, as in a longer
one, prolonged by a moderation of zeal. But, perhaps, after all, the
injury to the physical man does not result so much from an earnest

"n

zcal as from an unduc straining of the lungs by attempting to speak =
when the lungs have become exhausted of air—from the want of a_s
proper attention to the rules of elocution. If a man will stand erect, <
and keep his lungs properly filled with air, he will not fail from earn—

est speaking.
Mr. Staples had fixed his residence at Albion, after he became
superannuated, from whence he was called to his heavenly rest.
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success in securing the confidence and affection of those for whom
he labored.

It is time, now, to return to Grand Rapids, and see what has
been the course of events in the lower part of the valley, It is
proper to say that a small class had been organized at the Rapids
in the summer of 1837, made up of persons who wanted as much
of Church fellowship as they could have. A Baptist man, whose
wife and one son were Methodists, had moved into the place, and
joined, for the time being, and was made the class-leader. The
progress of settlement was retarded by the money panic of 1837,
and this, of course, affected the growth of the Church. Still, a few
were added to the Church. The circumstances looked discouraging
and dark.

We left Rev. James H. Frees in charge, he having been ap-
pointed in the fall of 1838. The Circuit then included all the settle-
ments below Flat River. The traveling was attended with great
difficulty and almost incredible labor and much suffering, but the
missionary persevered, with no earthly prospect other than some
expectations of receiving ome Aundred dollars, a part of which only
was received.

This appointment was an unsuitable one for the charge. The
Rapids, though as yet but a small village, was growing in interest
and importance, and contained some very intelligent and well-edu-
cated people. Theyhad a good degree of refinement. The preacher
had neither the one nor the other. He was good in his intentions,
but was very ignorant, and had never mingﬁzd in refined society.
He could not make any favorable impression for us in the village,
and but little in the country.

The Presiding Elder, E. H. Pilcher, felt this most painfully
whenever he went there to attend the Quarterly Meetings, which he
did every quarter. By the way, his predecessors on the %istrict had
not succeeded in getting as far down the river as the Rapids, except
once. He felt, however, that he had no responsibility in the case, as he
had not had anything to do in making the appointment. This year,
as all the preceding ones, was a little worse than a blank, so far as
the village, now City of Grand Rapids, was concerned; for, though
a small Society had been organized, there was a prejudice against
M_thodist ministers created, which it was very difficult, afterwards,
to wipe out. It will not be out of place to give a fuller delineation
of this young man, to whom was entrusted the work of giving shape
and character to Protestantism in that important portion of the
State. He had very little advantage for education, and had never
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mingled in refined society. Nevertheless, he was very communi-
cative, and exposed his ignorance on all occasions. He believed
that snakes had feet, and said he had made them protrude them
by exposing them to a hot fire. On one occasion, he was stopping
at the house of an intelligent gentleman, one of whose daughters
was a Methodist, and finding a copy of Shakspeare’s Works on
the table, he took it up, and, turning to his host, addressed him
in this way: “Who was Skaekspar? | never heard tell of Shakspar
before.” Then, taking the book, and turning it over a few minutes,
he observed, “ 1 reckon this would be a good book for me to read,
wouldn’t it?” We give these items only as specimens. They might
be multiplied indefinitely. Yet he was sent here to lay the founda-
tions of religious Society and of Methodism among an intelligent
people.

In reviewing these first four years, we are astonished that we
have any footing at all in this part of the valley. It can be at-
tributed only to two causes; one is the intrinsic excellency of Meth-
odist doctrines and polity; the other is, the the special blessing of
God on the labors of his faithful, trusting servants, who have since
occupied the field.

How strangely we have acted, sometimes, in supplying the new
fields! The prevailing thought often seems to have been that any-
body would do for the new country. It is true that people would put
up with services in the destitute places, which would not be tolerated
at all when the country became older and more densely populated.
But when the foundations are to be laid, and shaping and character
are to be given both to society and the Church, it 1s of the utmost
importance that the very best talent, as well as the best experience
of grace should be selected. As a Church, we have lost immensely
in many portions of this country from such bad policy. This has
arisen not altogether from choice, but partly from the necessity of
the case. The older towns have demanded, and the greater compe-
titions have suggested, that our most talented and experienced men
should be appointed to them; and the inability of the newer places
to support men of families has seemed to shut us up to the neces-
sity of appointing young and inexperienced men to them, whatever
may be their prospects of importance,

This whole valley only returned fwenty-sever members in 1836.
The next year there was no report, owing to circumstances over
which we prefer to draw a veil. But, in 1838, there were sixty-eight
members returned; and in 1839 we had increased to one hundrcd
and one; still included in only two Circuits, and two ministers. This
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year may be regarded as the beginning of a vigorous religious life
for this valley. The two Circuits here had been supported, in part,
by the Missionary Society, but it seemed to be time that they should
not only support themselves, but begin to make some return to the
Society from which they had been deriving a part of their life.

The Presiding Elder, E. H. Pilcher, this year—1839—having
fully surveyed the ground by personal visitation to all the Quarterly
Meetings on each of the two Circuits, determined, if possible, to
obtain a change of policy, and to secure the appointment of some of
our most talented, active and successful men to that isolated field.
We call this an isolated field because it had so little connection with
any other part of the work. The settlement had followed the water-
course almost entirely, and, consequently, there were no good roads
coming in from the south. In many directions there were lon
stretches of woods, with scarcely anything worthy of the name of roatf
The Presiding Elder regarded this field as a very important one pros-
pectively, and thought it ought to be well supplied and thoroughly
occupied. He, therefore, applied to the Bishop, at the next Confer-
ence, for four men, where only #wo had been employed the year before,
and where only one hundred and one members had been reported,
Grand Rapids having fif?y-five and Lyons forty-six members. It
seemed to be a desperate venture, but he pledged that, if he would
Eive him the men he wanted for the Rapids and a good supply for

yons, they should be struck off the list of missions at the next Con-
ference, because he believed they would be made self-supporting.
His wishes were met entirely in regard to the Rapids; the men hes
wanted were appointed, and Lyons was well supplied; so that,in the=
Minutes for 1839, the appointments stand: Grand Rapids, Ransonssss
R. Richards, Allen Staples; Lyons, Zebulon C. Brown, Levi Warriner—
These were all indefatigable men and successful ministers. They are=
all deceased.

During the winter of 1839—40,there were blessed revival season==
at several places on each of the charges. They returned 388 mem-— -
bers at the Conference in 1840, making an increase of 287 members="
this year, and no missionary appropriation was asked for the nex- =
year. The Presiding Elder had his eye specially on Grand Rapids=
and encouraged the brethren to bestow special attention on tha.
locality, which they did. He rejoiced to find the labor was not imer
vain, for, when he visited the Circuit at the last Quarterly Meetine="
before Conference, which was held at the Rapids, he found a large
and interesting congregation, with a good membership, and all 12
good heart.
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the Grand River, seventy-six miles from Detroit, according

to the railroad survey. It is favored with some water-power,

%9 but the chief dependence is on steam for manufacturing

purposes. It has become a great railroad center, and has the

@advantages of the following railroads: Michigan Central;

Jackson Branch of the Michigan Southern; Jackson, Lansing

& Saginaw; Fort Wayne, Jackson & Saginaw; The Air Line,

nd Grand River Valley. It is centrally located in the county, and

an never have any considerable competition from villages spring-
ng up around it.

The first location of land or purchase from the General Gov-
rnment was made—and it was the first in the county—by Mr.
.emuel Blackman, in the autumn of 1829, which was quickly fol-
owed by entries by Dr. B. H. Packard and Isaiah W. Bennett. In

gACKSON, the county-seat of Jackson County, is situated on
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$75,000, and, according to the report for 1876, 480 members and
probationers.

The greatest glory of this Church is the Sabbath School, which
has been under the continuous superintendency of ]J. Henry Pilcher
for about eighteen years, with but one year’s intermission. It is
said to be one of the most enthusiastic and successful schools in the
State. As reported in the Minutes of 1876, the school numbered
380 members, which is very large for a town of that size.

As will hereafter be seen, for several years the Methodists had
the entire ground, but, as it was called a hard place, and the minis-
ters found very little support, they rather shunned it, and did not
even name the Circuit after it while there was any other place which
could well be substituted for it. In this way, others stepped in, and
furnished the people with a more frequent supply of ministerial
labor, and entered into the harvest the Methodists had prepared,
who did not wake up to the matter until it was too late to recover
all they might have retained.

Rev. John D. Pearce, a Presbyterian minister, who had settled
at Marshall, preached here a few times in 1832, which was the first
preaching by that denomination; but a Church was not organized
or constituted until the 10th of June, 1837, when Rev. Marcus Har-
rison organized one consisting of /4irfeen members.  Mr. Harrison
became their pastor, supporting himself, in part, by teaching, and
labored with considerable success. He was originally a Congrega-
tionalist, and so were a portion of the members; but, as there were
no Churches of that order in the State, according to a certain plan
of union they all united in making it Presbyterian. They continued
such until in 1841, when, some difficulties having arisen in the ad-
ministration of Church discipline, and finding it very difficult, as theyr—
thought, to get rid of some disorderly members, a meeting wass
called, and, on the 6th day of March, 1841, a Congregational Churc——=
was organized, consisting of fifty-six members, taking the most of — 3K
the members of the Presbyterian Church. The few left endeavoredE—d
to maintain an existence, until 1846, when they merged themselves==
with the Congregational Church, and have so remained. A very =<
extensive revival occurred in the Church in the spring of 1847, under —
the labors of Rev. Mr. Avery, an evangelist, who had been engaged
to assist the pastor, Rev. G. L. Foster. There were estimated to be,
at lcast, two hundred conversions, most ot whom united with that
Church, but quite a number joined the Methodist Church, under the
pastorate of E. H. Pilcher. Some very hard cases were converted,
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Lee, Presiding Elder. After meeting much opposition, Miss Ray-
mond succeeded in becoming a regu%ar attendant upon the services
of these men of God. In a short time, her mind became impressed
with the truth, and she resolved to embrace the doctrines of free
grace and full salvation, and it was not long before she gave evi-
dence, not only that she had embraced those sentiments theoretically,
but that she had become a subject of the work of grace in the deliv-
erance of her soul from sin. Her parents and many of her friends
at this time were members of the Presbyterian Church, and, as would
be supposed, exercised all their authority to bring her over to
the orthodox faith, and threatened her with banishment from their
society if she would not renounce her heretical sentiments. But
all their efforts proved unavailing; for, the more she was opposed,
the stronger she became in the faith; and, in the twentieth year of
her age, she became a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and remained, for some time, the only member in the town of
Norwalk, thus giving evidence of a superiority of intellect and a
love for the truth uncommon under such circumstances; she stood
like an isolated being upon a rock in the midst of the ocean, while
wave after wave dashed in fury around her.

“In 1792, she was united in marriage to Mr. John Thompson,
who had taken an active part in the celebrated Battle of Monmouth.

“After several removals, in 1831, she came to this Territory, in
order to enjoy, during her last days, the society of her children who
are living in and about Ann Arbor. Since her removal to this country,
she has been looked upon by the members of our Church as a relic
of bygone days; in looking upon her, we insensibly mingled with our
feelings some of that enthusiasm which animates a lover of his country
when he sces standing before him one of the patriots of the Revo-
lution; he is but a man, but he venerates the man, because his name
stands united with the most glorious deeds recorded in the annals
of his country. So stood our sister among us, as a monument of
the days of trial, when our fathers laid the foundation of that revival
of religion which has spread so universally throughout our country.

“On the 17th of November last, while living with her son, Wm.
R. Thompson, a disease of a pulmonary character, with which she
had been afflicted for some years, came to a crisis, and terminated
her earthly existence on the Sabbath following. Her sun went down
in splendor and triumph.

“ Her funeral sermon was preached to the largest congregation
ever assembled in this country, on Sabbath afternoon, the 24th of
November, from a text of her own selection, in Revelations, ‘ Blessed
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over. The edges were quite hard, leaving but a narrow space in the
middle—not wide enough for a horse to pass. The creek was about
two rods wide at this place.

What was to be done? Here now was a difficulty. This creek
must be crossed to reach the preaching place, which was a little more
than a mile distant. Looking about, fie found an old handspike, or
small lever, with which he broke the ice next the shore, so as to get
his horse started in, then mounting him, he would strike forward and
break down the ice. When the middle of the stream was reached,
the water was found to be nearly up to the skirts of the saddle, but with
feet and handspike he worked a passage up to the point of egress.
The wind was blowing fearfully cold at the time. Then a new diﬂgculty
met him. The depth of water brought the ice so high that the horse
could not be induced to mount it, and he himself had become so cold
and weary that he could not well use his club at such disadvantage;
but to go back was contrary to his motto. After beating on the ice
for a while he managed to get his horse by the side of it, so as
to dismount, when he broke it down to better advantage, which
having done he brought the horse up by the side again and
remounted, and now by much coaxing and some threatening, he in-
duced the animal to lift his fore feet onto the ice which settled down
under them. After repeated trials in this way, a passage was made
to the shore, and both passed over. It required nearly, or quite,
three hours to work this passage. The work was done, and now a
mile more had to be traveled, over a rough, hubby road, before find-
ing shelter. Man and beast were pretty well covered with ice, and
thoroughly chilled.

As Jackson is the chief locality of interest in the county, we
may cluster all the Methodist history around it. As settlements
sprang up at different points, as at Grass Lake, Leoni, Napoleon,
Sandstone, Spring Arbor, Concord and Parma, they were at once
supplied with Methodist preaching, and Societies were organized.
The settlement of this part of the country was so rapid that it kept the
Itinerants constantly on the alert to find the new places for preach-
ing. They could not wait for roads to be made, but followed any
kind of trail they could find to pass from one point to another.

The first Camp Meeting held in this county was held in the
edg- of the town of Pulaski in the summer of 1837. It was a time
of very great interest. The scattered inhabitants gathered together,
and dwelt in tents for a week, and the Lord was with them in power
—many were converted. From this Camp Meeting a revival of
great interest sprung up at Spring Arbor. Here meetings were
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theme was the power of grace. He was a man of such talents and
education, and his conversion so clear and powerful, that great
hopes were entertained of his usefulness in the cause of religion.
These hopes, alas! were destined to be disappointed. He hesitated
to join the Church; he gave place to his old prejudices; he began
to cavil at doctrines and discipline. There was no Church in that
part of the country, at that time, except the Methodist Episcopal, and,
though they had been instrumental in his awakening and conversion,
he set himself to find difficulties and objections in doctrine and dis-
cipline, and, finally, he could not satiley himself with any Church.
He never united with any, but lost his religious life. He became
very disconsolate. Had he united himself at once to the Church,
and entered earnestly on the duties demanded, he would have been
a bright and shining light; but, alas! he turned away, and his light
was lost in the darkness.

We now present a case in contrast with this, occurring at the
same meeting. AMaria Fitzgerald was a young lady of a strong and
well-cultivated mind, and possessed a very determined will. She
resided about two miles from the place of meeting. Her parents
were good people, and strict Calvinistic Baptists. They had instilled
their Calvinistic views into her mind thoroughly. In her estimation,
any excitement or noise at a religious meeting was very much out
of order, and to shout, when happy, was a shame. One evening,
being at the meeting, she was very powerfully awakened to a sense
of her guilt and nced of a Saviour, but resisted all the persuasions
of her friends to manifest a desire for religion. There she sat
during the exercises, exerting all the force of her strong will to
prevent any external manifestations of the emotions of her heart.
The meeting closed for the evening, and she stopped for the night
near by with a cousin, a pious young lady. About day-dawn next
morning, a messenger came for the writer and the family with whom
he stopped, to go over and pray for Maria, as she had not slept any
all night, and was almost in despair. We went as soon as possible.
When we entered the house, we found her sitting, and presenting
as complete a picture of despair as could well be furnished. We
spoke to her, and said, “ Maria, do you not think Christ died for
you?" *No, not for me,” said she; “he died for others, but not for
me.” * Dut he died for all—* he tasted death for every man,’” said
we. “DBut there is no mercy for me,” said she, with a sich. We
asked, “IDo you not desire to be saved through Christ?” “Yes,”
was her quick and earnest reply. “Then, do you think he would
produce in you that desire if he were not willing to satisfy it?”
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mill, and as he was passing around giving some directions, one of "R«
the bents fell and struck him on the head, while the profane oath wase= =
but half uttered upon his lips; in a moment he was senseless. He=» ]
lingercd a few hours, and expired without hope in Christ. Here iss= &
an admonition to all who know their duty and postpone attentionsr=
to it.

We take the following from the Ladies' Repository for January.~=<
1841, which has this foot note: *Obituaries will seldom be admit— —
ted into the Repository, but the following notice is peculiarly interest—
ing, and will be read with great profit by those who admire the=
manifestations of Divine grace.”

THE CHRISTIAN IN DEATH.

CarOLINE MATILDA, late consort of Rev. Elijah H. Pilcher, of
the Michigan Conference, was the daughter of Doctor Benjamin H.
Packard, and was born in Middleport, Niagara County, New York,
November 21, 1818. She was instructed in the principles of the
Christian religion—her parents having been members of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church for some years before her birth.  Caroline
evinced a great aptitude to learn, and an ardent desire for knowl-
edge. In the summer of 1828 her parents emigrated to Michigan,
and settled in Ann Arbor. Here she had the acﬁlantages of schools
and society, both of which were diligently improved. Indeed, it was
her ardent attention to study that laid the foundation for many of her
subsequent afflictions. Her parents moved to Spring Arbor, Jack-
son County, in February, 1835, [where she died.]

Caroline embraced religion in the thirteenth year of her age,
through pastoral labors bestowed on her the day previous to that
event. Her repentance was thorough, and her evidence of pardon
clear. The following is her own account of this great work:

“It was Monday, July 18, 1831, when, for the first time, the light
of God shone into my benighted mind. O, what joy then filled my
heart! All was happiness within, and I felt truly like a new creature.
The consideration that God was reconciled almost overwhelmed my
soul. Strange, indeed, did it seem to me, that God should ever ob-
serve onec so unworthy. I felt, indeed, that I had been ungrateful to
Him for the Holy Spirit, which had been so often sent to convince
me of my sins—the remembrance of which was grievous to me.
Then 1 kumbly repented before God—I believed that there was efh-
cacy in the blood of Christ to take my sins away.”

On the 15th of August, the same year, she joined the Methodist
Episcopal Church, of which she continued a worthy member until
taken to the Church above. Her piety was uniform, and her attach-
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Zhee to the dear one who has been the partner of my joys and sor-
rows, but who will shortly be left to feel that his Z##e boy is mother-
less, and he himself is bereft of the companion of his early days.
Then, O then, my dear El/ijak, open this book, and read, for your
consolation, of that glorious morn, when the trumpet shall sound, and
we shall be raised incorruptible, to suffer no more. ~ CaroLINE.”

This was about six weeks before her death. Her conversations
in reference to her future prospects were interesting. Some of them,
noted down by her friends, are as follows:

February 24th.—(To hcr husband.)—“This is a scene of con-
flict, but I feel that the Almighty arm on which I lean will carry me
safely through.”

February 26th.—(To the same.)—“When I pass through the
waters, they shall not overflow me. Deep—deep! The waters below
appear deep and dark, but the sky above is clear and glorious, and I
shall rise above all. Sometimes I fancy I have been a long sea-
woyagec all alone, tossed and driven by the wind and waves; some-
times almost at the port, then driven away again upon the ocean.
“Thus I have struggled with wind and tide, but now I feel as if I was
mcar the port, and every wave carries me nearer.’

March 25.—She asked her mother to get her hymn-book, and
xead to her the hymn on the 487th page, which begins,

“ Why should we start and fear to die?”
“When she came to the last stanza, which is,

“ Jesus can make & dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are,
While on his breast { rean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there,”

she put her finger on it, and remarked that she realized it all, then
took the book, marked the place, and presented it to her mother as
a token of her love. About the same time, addressing her father,
she said, “God only takes from you what he lent. You have been
a kind father, but I ask one favor. When I have done breathing, I
wish you would ‘see that this wreck be deposited where some of the
family will lie; have no pomp, but mark the spot with a tree, vine or
shrub—I was always fond of something greem—that my Zittle son
may be pointed to the spot.” Her son, named Fason Henry, was
then fourteen months old, and was her only child.

April 3.—After many other things, she said: I would willingly
suffer on my three score years and ten if it would be for the glory of
God. I am just ready and waiting. Hallelujah! Aelelujak/ naL-
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LELUJAH! I never expected such a halo of glory. What unfadirsx &
glory awaits for me! Oh, that ineffable glory! it almost bursts tt—K}
tenement of clay. My heart is so full! My head rings eve ==
moment with halleluyjah! No wonder so many have shouted glo-
when leaving this world. I feel I have no longer to feel sufferinmmmg
but to praise and dwell in His presence forever. O#4, glory! Nev—er
was language formed full enough to tell what I feel. Where shzy
I ind words to express it? I expect to walk the golden strees
above, and to eat of the Tree of Life. My palsied tongue almost
fails me to speak of that which my heart can hardly contain.”

During the day of Saturday, the 4th, she said but little, yet was
occasionally heard—amidst the greatest pain—to say, “ Hallelujah!”

These are but a few of the expressions of joy which she uttered
during her protracted sufferings. No one who not been present,
near the closing hour of a Christian’s life, can form any idea of such a
scene. Her death was triumphant, as will appear from what follows:
About 3 o'clock aA. M., when she felt her life was fast ebbing, she
said she was going, and requested her friends to be called into her
room. As they entered, she said, “It is all raptures untold.” At
sunrise her door was opened—there was bright sunshine. Being
told that it was Sabbath morning, she exclaimed, “It is the sweetest
Sabbath morning I ever saw.” Awhile after, all being still, she
asked why they were so. On being told that they did not wish to
disturb her, she said, “I want to be skouting. Oh! if I had strength,

I would shout!” When mention was made, again, of the Sabbath,
she added,
“Sweet Sabbath of eternal rest,
No mortal care shall seize my breast.”

In this frame of mind she remained until the spirit returned to
God who gave it. She expired on Sabbath, April 5th, 1840, at one
o’clock ». M., in the twenty-second year of her age. E.

But we must not go into all the details of each town and the
incidents connected therewith. This county has been very fruitful
in revivals. There are now twelve Circuits and Stations, including
1,939 members, and an aggregate of Church property valued at :
$164.600, according to the Minutes for 1876.

Jackson appears in the Minutes of the Conference as a distinct =
appointment first in 1839, and in 1843 it was made a Station. Prior —
to this tme it was included in a Circuit with two preachers, though —
for several years, it had been so arranged that one of them preached —
in Jackson every Sabbath. The importance of the place and the
value ot concentrated labor seems not to have been properly appre-
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out into the street; then he cut down a part of the posts andk—
laid them away. The ground was frozen so that he could not take====
them up. While he was doing this work, which he was not willingmm=
to trust to anyone else, the gentleman who had been employed t—
build the fence came near enough to recognize who it was that was
engaged in this work of demolition, and then went away without say-
ing a word. The next morning the constable waited on the minister
with a warrant in an action of trespass. When the return day came,
the minister, who was himself an attorney, was obliged to be absent,
but appeared by attorncy, pleaded the general issue, and obtained an
adjournment for three months. In the meantime he continued to
improve the lots, and to clear them of all property belonging to Mr.
F. Some two days before the day to which the hearing stood ad-
journed, he got a man to plow a part of it, as the most ostensible
improvement that could be made, excepting to build a house. While
this plowing was going on, as he was walking the street in full view
of the lots, Mr. Foot met him, and, laughing, reached out his hand
to shake hands, saying as he did so, “Mr. Pilcher, you got up too
soon for me this time. I will withdraw that suit.” *Very well,” said
Mr. P., “thatis what I intended to do, and you may do as you please
about the suit; I shall beat you if you go on with it.” Ever after this
when they met, Mr. Foot was sure to laugh, doubtless thinking of that
action for trespass. Thus by this bold maneuver were these valuable
lots saved to the Church, for there was so much shadow on the title
that if the other claimant had gotten the possession the Church
would never have recovered them. They finally gave two hundred
dollars to quiet the title. The lots were eight rods square, and on a
corner. They sold the corner lot for a good price and built a par-
sonage on the other—the most complete house in all its fixtures
then to be found in the State as a parsonage. This parsonage was
finally sold, and its avails applied on the new church.

We here present the statistics of the Churches, having before
given the date of their organizations:

M-othodist Fpiscopal.................. 480 | Baptist........ccovvnenreniieniannas 478

Congregational.............ccccuueenee 464 | Protestant Episcopal.............512

BATTLE CREER— W a-po-kis-fa—is situated at the confluence of
the Kalamazoo and the Battle Creck rivers, in Calhoun County, about
{our/cm miles west from Marshall. The Battle Creek is so much
ower than the Kalamazoo, or rather there is so much fall in the
Kalamazoo at this point, that the latter is turned into the former, by
a race about a mile in lengrth passing through the city, so as to afiord
an immense amount of watcr power. This water power is well
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utilized. It is a very active business place, and is a formidable rival
to Marshall. Operations were not begun here as soon as at Marshall,
but they have been prosecuted with more vigor.

Nothing of any importance was done here earlier than 1836.
Hon. Sands McCamley was one of the earliest settlers. The Merritts
and Harts, of the Society of Friends, or Quakers, were very early
settlers and active men. They quickly looked after the educational
interests, and have always maintained a school of high order.

What gave rise to the name of the Creek is all left to conjecture.
We have taken some pains to ascertain from the Indians the origin
of it, but they, at least those last residing in the county, had no
tradition on the subject. Imagination may supply this lack of infor-
mation. We can well conceive of the meeting of hostile tribes or
bands at this locality, far back even in the youth of the peninsula,
when foe stood to foe, hand to hand in bloody conflict, in a long and
desperate struggle for the mastery ; the waters are made red with the
mingling of the crimson life-tide—many noble braves float on its

surface—the forests along its banks were made to resound with the
fearful war-whoop, and finally with the triumphant, savage shout of
wvictory, by the conquerers. After such a conflict, and such destruc-
tion, they might well exclaim * Wa-po-kis-ka,” or “Battle Creek.”
Some thing of this kind was, probably, the origin of the name of the
Creck, from which the city has taken its name. But now we
may very appropriately adopt the beautiful lines of Mrs. Hemans
and say:

“ Come to the land of peace,
Come where the tempest bath no longer sway,

The shadow passes from the soul away—
The sounds of weeping cease.

“ Fear hath no dwelling there,
Come to the mingling of repose and love,
Breathed by the silent spirit of the dove,
Through the celestial air.”

Although there are a good many of the followers of William
Penn, both orthodox and Hicksite, residing here and hereabouts,
and though the inhabitants are generally very moral and orderly,
and though the panting, trembling fugitive from slavery always
found here a safe retreat, an asylum from his tormenters, the pug-
nacious spirit was not always wanting, and some instances of vio-
lence and bloodshed have occurred.

The City of Battle Creek, for it was incorporated a City in
1859, according to the census of 1874, contained a population of
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5.323, which is a little less than that of 1870. It has the advantagem—10

of two railroads.

As soon as there were a few scattered settlers in this vicinity,,

the ministers of Christ sought them out, ministered to them the
Word of Life, and joined in Church fellowship such as desired to be
recognized as Church members. The Methodist Church, which was
the hgrst organized, was formed, in 1835, by Rev. Fames F. Davidson.
The names of the original members we have not been able to ascer-
tain; but, in 1836, the members were as follows, viz: Festus Hall,
Thomas Hickman, Sally Fane Hickman, Isaac Hickman, Maria Hick-
man, Daniel Clark, Clarinda Clark, Roger Francis, Norman Rugg,
Fulia Rugg, Asa Phelps, Ada Gregory, David Howell, Fulia Howell,
Delight Clark, and Altha Spink. This was a small beginning, but
God does not despise the day of small things, neither should we.
This number has been increased, from time to time, till, accordin
to the Minutes of Battle Creek Station for 1876, they numbe
_ 164 members and probationers, and have Church property valued at
$27.800. Battle Creek first appeared in the Minutes as a Circuit in
1839. The Church has grown with the growth of the community,
. and has maintained its work in all departments.

Many precious seasons of revival have been enjoyed by this
Church, and much good work has been accomplished for God's
cause. One incident connected with one of these revival seasons is
worthy to be recorded. There was residing here, at the time re-
ferred to, an aged man, who had fought in the battles of his country
for freedom, and, as was often the case with that class of men, he
had contracted a fondness for intoxicating liquors. A part of his
family had already made a profession of religion. This old gentle-
man was awakened—finally he was converted, and lived a consistent
Christian life. While he was laboring under the burden of an
awakened conscience, one of his sons, who, by the way, was not a
professor of religion, became very anxious for his conversion, and,
though he could do nothing for him himself, he visited his brother,
who was a class-leader, every day, to ascertain how his father was
getting along, and, in the earnestness of his heart, he said, “James,
do not give father up until he is converted—hold on to him.” God
heard the prayer, and the old man was converted and saved from
drunkenness.

As strange as it may seem, that son lived for several years
without seeking religion for himself; but he, too, afterwards sought
the Lord, found favor, and since has died in great triumph. The
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dade, and I jist think,sz», that the Bible is a very bad book for ignor-
ant people to read; they can’t understand it.” “Oh! yes, the Bible
is a very good book, and easy to be understood, and will teach you
the way to Heaven,” said the minister. “Indade, and I jist think,
sir, I Jarnt that a great while ago,” she replied. “Oh! well, then, it
will assist you in it, and it is a very good book, and easy to be
understood,” said the colporteur. To this she replied, with great
energy, “There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one
THROUGH CHURCH, out of which nobody can be saved.” “Itis true”
said he, “The Bible says ‘there is one Lord, one faith, and one
baptism,” and it is a very good book.” “Why are there so many
religions in the world, then, if the Bible is so easy to be under-
stood ?” she asked. “There are various reasons: people fix their
notions without the Bible, and then go to the Bible to try to prove
them: but the Bible is a very good book, and can be understood
without difficulty in all that is necessary to our salvation.” When
he had said this, she raised herself to her full height, and, pointing
her finger at him, exclaimed, with very great energy, and prolonging
the words in capitals to a very great length: “Indade, and I jist
think, sir, that neither Y-E, nor A-L-L the likes of ye, have got intel-
lects enough to understand the Bible.” “Oh, yes!” said the man of
the Bible, “It is a plain, good book, and easy to be understood.”
To this she answered, in full warmth, “Oh! but there are so many
of ye! There are the Mcthodists, there are the Swaddlers, and the
Divil and all knows how many there are of ye!”

This ended the conversation, excepting that he asked her if she
would recad a Bible if he would leave one, and received for an answer
that she would not. but would put it in the fire and burn it up. This
incident shows the true bigotry of Popery, and what would become
of our Bibles if it had the power.

We conclude what we have to say in regard to this city, by
introducing a pen-portrait of one whose face ever appears pleasant,
and whose manner carries a sweet aroma with it; one who lives in
the memory of many, although several years have elapsed since he -
was stationed in the city of Jackson.

Rev. Henry F. SpEncer was born in Leyden, Lewis County, New —
York, March 21st, 1834. He yielded to the claims of the religion s
of the Lord and Saviour, experienced renewing grace, and unitedll
with the Methodist Episcopal Church in Lowville, New York,in 1834,
where he rececived his first license to exhort. He prepared for col—
lege at Fairficld Academy, and entered the M. G. B. Institute at
Concord, New Hampshire, in 1859, graduating in 1862.
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nection therewith, and the publication,of such other matter as may
be decided upon by said corporation.

2nd. The location and place of business of said Company is at
the City of Detroit.

3rd. The amount of Capital Stock of this Company is ten
thousand dollars, divided into one hundred shares of one hundred
dollars each.

4th. The amount of property, real and personal, which said
Company may hold, shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars.

sth. The first meeting of this Corporation, for the purpose of
completing the organization of the same, the election of officers and
the transaction of any other business, shall be held on the twenty-
third day of December, A. D. 1874, at 2 o’clock p. M., at the office
of Robinson & Flinn, in the City of Detroit.

6th. The names of the Stockholders, with their respective resi-
dences, and the number of shares held by each, are as follows, viz:

Names. Residences. No. of Shares.
Oren Whitmore.................. .... AdFiaD..eereeniieeireeeeeneeerneeeeeeeennns 5
Alfred F. Bournes...................  etrteereressereeesenssanenensaonne wee O
Oren Whitmore.............cue......  rreeeeaee ceeeecssntasenseaessanasans 5
John M. Arnold...................... J 0717 13 AN 11
George O. Robingson.......cccuciviee © wriiiiiiiiinrneraneicniiiienninnneenns 1]
Mark S. Smith......ccocveveennnnnnnn..

Christopher R. Mabley
Lewis Ig Fiske...cccovvenninennnnnn.

Francis A. Blades.....................
Thomas Stalker....

W. H. Pearce....cccoeevveinnennnnnnn.

Dr. James Stimson...................

Lewis P. Davis.ccveeuieieeeeinennnnns

Elijah H. Pilcher........ ............

John W. Kermott..........ccuuu......

Erasmus D. Allen.........c.c.........

George W. Robinson.................

Charles Ten Winkel..................

William H. Benton.................. Royal Oak......ccoevvvenirairnninennennnnnn. 1
William H. Shier........ccccueuv..... Ann Arbor.....cceceieenieieenncecninnnnn. 1
0. J. Perrin.....ccvueeernnennnniennnnns Saginaw City......cocevvrrecinsnenncrnnnen 1
Isaac N. Ellwood....ccceeceeennnnnen. Morenci

J. B. Atchinson.....cccceeveenennenes Detroit.ccceeeeiiiiineeeercsscssescenceccens
J. T. R. Brown...e.evueeenvneerennns “

J. OWeN.euveireenrieeiirenreeenans “

Wmnm. J. McCune «

H. Hitchcock........ “

7th.  The term of the existence of this Corporation is thirty
years,
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Wakefield, Amos.....c.cce.uv..
Westerfelt, John H.......... tr.
White, Orin D. W... .........L.
Warner, Silas P................
Whitmore, John J..... .

Whitcomb, John G
Williams, Porter......u.......l.
Wilber, Albert D.............tr.
Ward, Rowland

Wright, Elisha.
‘Warren, Squire E.
Wheeler, Amos C.
Wilkinson, Edward
‘West, Francis L...
Wilson, George....
v’vithey, Je]gom_tl BC
oodard, Davi
Watkins, Aaron A...
Wightman, Ira R. A
‘Wright, Dean C.
Wehness, Conrad
White, H 8
Ware, Wm. H....
VWigle, Eli............
Withey, James E..........a....
White, Joshua.................
Whitcomb, Alonzo......
‘Whitcomb, Lewis J......
Whitney, George C.....
Wilsey, Marcenus B...........
Wood, James R...... —eeeeans i
Wood, Charles D...............L.
‘Wallace, John F.................
‘Warburton, Charles 8.........
White, James E.............cuu..

1851
1857

1868

¢

Williams, H [ o F &
Willi Wm p \a——
Welsh,
‘Whitman, et eesenesonsn
Wilkinson, Thomas R........L
Wilson, S8amuel S........ essonse
Wilson, Andrew W.............
ngootk AIl,v;lallx Bﬁ...................

right, Philip 8................
W:‘ﬁht, D 1 L X
Walker, John L.......ccnu. e
‘Warns, Anthony....e....... to
Washburn, W. Wallace .
Welch, Rollin C........

[ £SO . %

‘Whalen, James
Weber, Adam....
Whitefey, Duke...

|
E

White, John W.......... —
Whitney, Jonathan M............
Whitmore, Orin B..cwu......ue

Wilcox, Isaac........cueervececena”

Willi John P............l
Wilson, Isaigh......cc...... e
Weeks, George A............ W
Willetts, Oscar F................ .
Wright, Henry W.......... eeeee

Young, Ruggles B.............L

Young, Erasmus D.......

York, Lodowick C..... i
Yemans, Charles C............L,
York, Frederick E......cccmeee

......
















































