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PRESEI'-lTING OUR COVER PICTURE Bob Blake 

Our sick world, plagued with war, hate, greed, indifference, pride, prejudice, 
and drunkenness is in desperate need of the Great Physician, but the patient seems to 
go out of its way to evade treatment. 

The Physici3n fepends on us who are Christians to bring to his care those of the 
world who need Him. As we do this in our everyday life·we should not only refrain from 
adding to the symptoms and making them more pronounced, but do all we can with God's 
help to reduce or even eliminate some of the ills. 

~******************** 

THE GEORGE JYIATIBIS CLASS THROUGH 'lliE YEARS .Ann (Toot Toot) Nonymus 

Tho G3rliest record that we can find of our class dates back to August 23, 1936, 
when the class -vres organized with Iv1rs. H. L~ Hassell as teacher, Miss Mary Kirkland 
(now Mrs. Ashby Fuss and living in Georgia), Prosident; and Mrs Agnes Goswick, 
Secretary-Treasurer. ·This class was named in honor of the Reverend George Matthis, 
pastor of the church, whose interest in the young adults first brought the class 
into being. 

ThG class attendance varied a great deal that first year, starting 1:1ri th seven 
members, dropping out entirely several times, then building to a total of twonty 
members by tho close of ihe year. At present there aro fifty-fi vo members ( \. !.11 listed 
as active) on the roll. At one time there was one teacher and one pupil, but their 
great Christian faith inspired others to work for tho betterment of the class. During 
the war years, again till class attendance was greatly cut. 

In the bog#!nning, tho George ~.Int this Class met in any place mrailable, finally 
taking over the antiphonal choir loft, which had poor lighting, a twenty-foot opening 
into the church ·proper (no privacy at all), and a graduated floor. Clnss members 
banded together, pledged, asked for donations from other members of the church, and 
today t'Je ·have handsome hnrdwood floors, fluorescent lighting, :1nhi to board" for better 
teaching, and (thanks to Bob Blako) lulndsome pointings. 

ClRss members tako a very active part in every phase of church activity. Our 
membership includes three elders, four deacons, numerous teachers scrvicng in other 
departments, and officers in tho Women of the Church and in tho Men of the Church. 

~ Tho George Matthis Class started the Fellowship Suppers, now a regular 'fotlnesdny event 
' prior to Preyer Services; members of the class, with the aid of others, still provide 

the dessert, coffee, und general arrangements for the dinner. For many yeors vm hnvo 
maint3incd during the church period n nursery for children from two to six years of 
age, believing this to bo n great service that we could perform for the church. Each 
year at Thanksgiving and Christmas, baskets and gifts aro given to the indigent, nnd 
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donations ore mado to many other worthy Cciusos .. Tho George Hntthis Closs boliovos in 

doing, working now cspocinlly toward incrowsing the building fund. 

"Attic Antics," in November, 1946, wus n small mimoogrophod shoot concerning 

class members, i 11hich W8S published to keep up closs intorost. Today, in o :poriod of 

fi vo years, the paper has grovm from throe pogos to n corJ.ploto church-wide publication, 

and is mailed each month not onJ_y to church r"8r,1bers but to m::my others throughout 

the Southern Prosbytcri3n Church., From the one oditor-typist-mimcogr<:Jphor '!:.rho ran 

those first issues,. to o clnss-i.·ride project t this popor hos grovm, crco.tod intorost, 

ond informed Trinity Avonuc members of oll ovonts connoctod with tho church. 

As on "off tho record" rJ./Go, tho Su11doy School enrolli·.1ont hus cortninly swelled, 

soon not only from thosG who ottc.mcl our cl::iss ooch wook, but o pock ot tho children'~ 

classrooms will reveal no loss than fc,rty-.sovon chj_ldr::m whoso pnronts proudly clnim., 

ar bol ong to tho Ge or.so ~~8tthis Cl 1ss! 11 This c al ls fer more statistics (vi tnl?). 

During tho past yo .., r sovonty-tvrn (72) fri.onC.ly visitors were 11..rclcomcd to the "Attic•" 

Class rr.ombors ore i.nformod of hov1 i~10.ny 2nndc=iys thoy have mis sod, phone colJ.s 3ro made, 

ood lottors arc written, thcl'oby keeping the attondcmco record nt a pouk. Momhors 

absent four consccuti vc SundDys arc outon:J.tic3lly fil'.l:i.."'kod f1~om tho clc:iss roll (Sundny 

School regulations), und oftc:r -tho absontoo 2tto.:.ids tvm Sundays consocuti voly, his 

name is roonterod upon tho roll. 

Looking Gt these facts, t hen ot the active'.:, earnest mc:mbors todoy, tho George 

Uatthis Class will continue to c;oin in nrn:i.bcrs, in octi vi tics, ond in spiri tu:::l 

growth. 

IMPROVING THE CHURCH NURSERY Tobe Shaw (President G. H. Class) 

Sovcrol yo0rs ago tho George Mntthis Closs vctod t o sponsor o nurs0ry during the 

Sunday morning worship hour for tho benefit of tho ~others of young children. This 

was indoGd an oxcollont wny to rondor a ro nl Chr1stiun service to our church. As the 

months and yonrs passed, the members of our class semnod to losa some of the interest 

and enthusiasm that wc,s s!lovm whon the project vms first initiated. It thPs bec;:ime 

increesingly more difficult to got tho members of our class to work in the nnrsory. 

So, it become Gpparont thot something vrns nood'3d to CJ.VJDkGn ond revive intorc~st in 

this most vmrthwhilo project. 

During tho past rr.onth en ovory-r.:ombor c onv~1s s hns boon nodo t o '.iot:::rmino just hovJ' 

tho closs fools about continuing tho nursery. Surprisingly enough, ot le lSt r.inety-

fi ve por cont of tho ladies in our class plus the mothers who use the r..ursery went to 

continue sponsori~g tho nursery '1nd are r:rilling to wc:-k nt le .,..,st ono Sund.:--~y 03ch 

quorter. The nco limit for the children. \v:10 stG.y in tl10 nursery will <.1ppc~: r in tho 

bulletin e~ch 8un~sy . 

Now, tho ne.!1 in. our cl cs s nro not cskod t <) w:Jrk in tho r.1.nrsory but ilill bo oskod 

to holp in another ·s·my. So, men, t ')kG o good lcol.: dc..rm in your pocketbook "!nc1
. holp 

buy some toys for tho so girls and boys:- ~:ore about this ph 'JSO of tho work l ct c r - • 

".IBORGE I.".ATTI-IIS CLASS I-US VISITI1JG TE;,,CHE::IB 

Forrest C('.llohon, our ca nnblo teacher, hos boon on a vacation to p·1rts bore ond. 

·on for tho po.st ·while. He wouldn't sny how lone ho spent at Vire;ir:io Bo'lch; oll ho 

·ould say wns t~1ct ho st3yed 'YJCY dollars worth - ,'J li ttlo OVc!.Si vo, ny funh. 

During our te~chc :~' s obsonco the closs ho.cl t~10 l)lousuro of visiting tho George 

Tat ts Class on July 14 n.:.id vms troote c1 to ex.col lo nt instruction by FrancGs 0Gorry 

in July 21 anc1 R. J. T:Insson~ill on July 30 in the 0 Attic." 
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~ ... eurSTANDING SUND;\Y SCHOOL LESSON - vr. L. tM~o) MoL:~od 

JUl of the lessons for the month of July were·very helpful, interesting, and 
worthyof our study. However, the lesson for July 8, nchristian Living in the F~1!11ily," 
has been selected as the outstanding lesson. The memory verse sets the standard for 
Christian family living, "Be ye lcind one to another, tenderhearted, forgivine; one 
a'tlother, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgi ifen you. 71 Ephesians 4:32. 

The lesson applies to us all in that we are members of n family group. We all 
share the pleasures and responsibilities of a family, be we parents or children, We 
see that the Christian family was used in the early days to spread the teachings of 
the Bible; we see the way of Christian living being handed on from family to fa:rr..:ily 
nnd from generation to generation, 

Jesus was born of the Virgin Mc.ry,. but we learn that ho lived in tho shcl te-r of 
a family group. He was a carpenter's son. Ho had brothors and sisters. Jesus liked to 
visit in the home of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha aftGr h~ began his teachings. 

In this lesson it is emphasized that the Christian home is the place where 
Christian attitudes become instilled in the individualr Of the three chief agencies 
influencing the developing child (home~ Church, and school). authorities generally 
a~Tee that the home is of prime importance. Practice in the homo gives depth of 
meaning to the teachings of the Church and Sunday School. Principles of Christian 
living taught through practice in the home prepare the individual to take his place 
in tho world full of courage and unafraid. 

************************************ 

'IHE QUESTION OF TI-IE MONTH - Show Stephenson 

The question of the month, 11TNhat effect do you think starting the Educational 
Building will have on the Building Fund'(" was asked the following people and the 
following replies wero received: 

RUSSl!LL BARRING.SR - "I feel that starting the building will make it much easier 
to collect pledges and vrill also induce those who have not pledged to do so. A 
building proGram of this kind will require the full support of all members and when 
the building gets under way, I believe this support will be ei vcn." 

URS. GEORGE c. WHITE • ''I think it will definitely help and will make our 
people realize that they are going to get the new building. ~'Jhen they realize this, 
I am of the opinion that they. will gi vc more freely nnd funds necessary can bo raised. '1 

PAUL H.AR1'1ISON - "Startilig the building will definitely inspire our people to 
bring pledges up to date, and those who have not pledged will feel more obligated to 
do so and will respond more freely. " 

Many others were asked our question of the month and everyone questioned s~emed 
to be generally of the same opinion. In other words, what ·we need now is action, so 
let's all get behind the building fund; give Frank Jarman, Russell Barringer, Dr. 
Henry Carr, and all the others who are doing so much to see that we get the much 
needed educational building our full support. 

(Edi tor~ Comment: We' re not surprised at the agrecnent on this vital question. 
A year's free subscription to Attic Antics goes to Louise Johnson for submitting the 
question this month. Please give Attic .Antics some suggestions for later issues. 
Place in the box in the aAttic" or submit through any George Matthis member.) 



4 
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES AT FONTANA Preson P. Phillips 

The Sunday School Superintendent, having been away from Durham for the last t\~o 

Sundays, w111 have to talk about his visit to Fontnna Dam in r!cst crn North Carolina -

not about the dmn, which is one of tl'E largest in the world, but about the religious ' 

life of Fontana Village; which is located about two miles from the dam. This village. 

made up of small houses, located all over the hill sides, with. ~aved roads, was built 

for workmen while the dDm was being constructed - and has now been converted into a 

resort center - the type of place you would hardly expect to find people very much 

interested in Church and Sunday School. However, it is tho home of Rev. Wade c. Smith, 

who is creator of "The Little Jets" which n~pear in the Sunday School Times each week 

with a lesson from the Bible by Rev. Sr:ii th. 

Rev. Wnde c. Smith is pastor of a non-denominational church nt Font3na Vill age, 

and this church now holds its services in the moving picture theater, and its Sunday 

School in various rooms in the same building. The services are well attended by 

permnnent residents of the village_ and by visitors from nearly every state in the 

nation. On last Sunday, by special request, Rev. Smith gave an illustrated t alk on 

:'The Prodigal Son," using his famous aLi ttle Jct" pictures. He very interestingly 

told us that the prodigal aon wos not the boy· in tho Now Tcstnmont fable - this boy 

returned to his father · - but he was Cain in the Old Testament ~ the boy who never 

returned to his father, and who was cast out by God and was never to see God's face 

agnin. 

On Sunday night Rev. Smith held vesper services on a high hill adjoining tho dam 

and the lake - a portable organ furnished the music, and everyone sang. The service 

was very impressive - and again was attended by visitors from nearly every state. The 

visitors were asked to give a verse from tl:E Bible starting with the initial letter 

of the name of the state they represented - and most of them were able to do this. 

It is interesting to know that people love and serve God wherever you travel, 

and that they will welcome you to serve with them as a brother in Christ. It is 

hoped that wherever the members of our Sunday School and Church go this summer, they 

will tnkc time on Sunday for the worship of our Father who provides all the good 

things of life. 
**********~:'* ************************ 

THE JULY MEETil~G OF THE H.AILIE POPE CL.ASS - Mary Lou Carr 

On a sultry July evening (the 17th) the Hallie Pope Class met in the fan-cooled 

living room of Lucille Barbour with Elizabeth Carty as co-hostess. To the rythm of 

the large eiectric fan, tongues wagged and business was discussed by the few members 

present. Upon the meeting's being called to order by the President, Janie B~ker, 

Ruby Kirkland gave a devotional based on a sermon from Peter Iv'.i.urshall 's book - these 

sennons are so down to earth and "good for what ails you" that one can forget any 

physical discomfort, such as heat, when listening to one being read and discussed. 

Ruby closed with some apt remarks and the reading of a prayer from the same book. 

Tho business discussion resulted in: 

1. Th3 class voting to cooperate with the Sunday School by increasing the class 

contribution on Sunday mornings; the excess amount to be used for the building fund. 

2. Instead of each group promoting a separate project as heretofore, the class 

as a whole decided to adopt a ten-year-old blind girl to clothe. The little girl is 

a native of Durham and will enter the State School for the Blind in Raleigh in 

September. He hope to have hor visit tho class before she leaves, and we want all of 

you to meet her. 

Following business, the hostesses served a delicious and cooling lime sherbet 

with cookies and nuts. Some unusual rattling of paper in the rear of the house proved 
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to b0 nLuscious Luthern getting nssortod candies ready to pnss - not content with 

eating a dignified portion, eGch menber was sllowed to wrap up and take homo a suffi

cient quantity. One member, with sparkling bro1-m eyes, whose ini tinls are L. n. 
actually had n box of emblem candy - hatchet, saw, file, etc. - presumably to tsko it 

to her husband - sounds like second childhood to me . 

Tho social hour came to an acrupt close (2fter tho guests had devoured all 

refre r.hmonts) and the class adjouri1od to pny respects to Uncle John and Almt Mnrthn, 

whc were celebrating their Crolden ifoC..cling that day. 

Absent members, be present at the hext meeting - you miss fun and we miss you. 

*******************************•***** 

NEWS FROK OUR YOUNGER FEILOWS IN THE BASEI.'.!ElJT - Louise Johnson 

The folks in the basement have their eyes on the riew addition th11t everyone is 

talking about these days. Th~y sho~ld ~c inter3s~cd too; much of this will be class

rooms equipped for the ct.ilCron a12d y01.i_:ig f on:·s , and will ha-ve surroundings which 

allow bettor vvork and stuiy conditic1:3 on Su:1da:,r mornings. 

The NURS:::!:RY, BEGII-tJERS, and PRDi'.i.:~Y Cl.opartrnents aro vvcll into this quarter of 

Sunday School study. All rocci ved Lrr;::. ;:Q'~ · ~c.::1s and mo.ny Dttended tho family picnic 

sponsored by the College and Coreer- Class. Mo.ny of tho youngsters have hod trips, 

visits, and picnics in thoir own f amily circles 3nd we hope that everyone has enjoyed 

these surruner jaunts - the class misses you when you'r·J absent . 

The BEGINNERS have had Mrs . T. F. Wolfe of Nashville, TGnnessee, as Bible story 

teller for the sU11ur .. er months. A.n.n Wolfe is a pupil in the dop2rtment ~Hhile they ore 

visiting I~rs. Fred ~\Tolfe on Urban Avenue. 

The JTJNIORS will hnve Betty Parks assisting ench Sund~y while the Bob Blnkcs 

are m·my vncationaing. 

This Reporter has enjoyed visiting the bnsement for tvro months - good luck? 

************************************** 

REVEREND BENNETT VACATIONING IN AUGUST 

We will miss our "Bill" these Sunday mornings (and everyday) during August, but 

part of our loss will be the gain of the 0 homef olks 7
: for he is going to tell them 

about it at the First Presbyterinn Church in Colwnbus , Georgia, for two services. We 

that the plans of the Bonnett f m7iily will nwork out 11 nnd a wonderful trip will be 

had by all through tho Groot Smokies, thG home st ~1 te, and Flori<l8. 

Bill has thoug..l-itfully arranged the following strong schcdulo of supply for our 

pulpit during his absence: 

August 5 Dr. Charles McRne, HnJnpdcn - SicL11oy College, Hampden .. Sidney, Vo.. 

August 12 - Dr. Bernard Boyd, Professor of Religion, University of North 

Carolin3, Chapul Hill, N. c. 

August 19 - Tho Service will be in charge of tho Gideon Bible Society. 

August 26 - Dr. Horman Gibbs, Duke University, Durhmn, N. c. 
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Tho picnic at New Hope Cmnp for the frunilies of Trinity Avenue was a real success. 

~ We all knew from "Nina's News" what the plans were - now we know the results and they 

are all good. 

T .The weather was fine, swimming was nice, and gn.mes vrere held for all ages. Bo 

Hnrr1s seemed to be tho top man in horseoocepitching. Jimmy Mnrtin was both star player 

nnd cheering section for the softball game. Mrs. Nan Kirklnnd proved to be the champion 

guesser of beans in th3 jar. The scavenger hunt created much interest and excitement. 

Everybody was scurrying around asking, "Where is Tossie?n Vlhen finally found, evet'y

one who pl1:1yed was declared a winner. The very young children played ball, croquet, 

relays, and hnd their own sets in folk games. 

Thoso of you who were present need not be reminded of the abundnnce of food; 

there vms a grand variety, deliciously prepared, and attr8cti voly arranged. Everything 

was just wonderful. 

The evening would not have been complete without the folk games that followed 

the eating. Vernon Johnson did a swell job in leading this part of tho fun. 

We missed many of our people but our best guess is th3t about 300 were there to 

join in the festivities. others have estimated from 200 to 300 in attendance. 

Congrntulations to our Young People and College and Career Class who, with Nina 

and Mr. Bennett, had everything so well planned and made our second annual church 

picnic a big success. We arc all looking forward to next year for a repeat occasion. 

************************************* 

.wlli. VIRGINIA W. OLIHAM PASSES 

Frir3nds of Mrs. Virginin Winifred Oldham were grieved to learn of her passing 

Saturday, July 28, in Greensboro at the home of her sisters-in-lew, Misses Mnry and 

Jane Oldham, where she had been visiting for several weokso Funeral services were 

conducted frcm Hall-Vlynne Funer2l Chnpel in Durhmn by the Rev. William Crompton 

Bennett, at 11 o'clock Monday, July 30. 

Mrs. Oldham was a member of Trinity Avenue Presbyterinn Ct..urch 2nd vory active 

in church work until failing health. She was a charter member of the N. c. Associ3tion 

of Nurses, a charter member of the Durham Pnrent-Toacher Association, and was active 

in child wel:rare activities in Durham. 

Born in Wilmington December 8, 1876, Mrs. Oldham came to Durham shortly after ' 

her marriage to Luther Clegg Oldham December 26, 1906. She is survived by two sons, 

George w. Oldham of our George Watts Bible Class and Anderson M. Oldham of Buies 

Creek; and two grandchildren, Bobby and .Anne Oldham, both of Durham. Deepest sympathy 

is extended the members of the bereaved family. 

************************************ 

FRANCES QUERRY ACCEPTS POSITION ViJI'lli NATIOHAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Trinity Avenue and ospeciolly the George Matthis Bible Class will miss Frances 

Querry who has been so active with us during her sojourn in Durham. Frances has 

accepted the position of Director of Program Coordination with the Nntionsl Council 

of Churches with headquarters in New York City. After September 1, her address will 

be 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, New York. 

For 0 number of years Frances has been Executive Director of tre North Carolina 
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)ouncil of Churches with headquarters at Duke University, traveling extensively in 
·his state directing the affairs of the Council. Recently her pet hobby has bGen 
oord.innting n program of religious activities for migratory farm laborers. Prior to 
·3 r work with the N. c. Council of Churches Frances taught Bible at Durhrun. High School. , 

1 During August and prior to going to Now York, Frances plans to visit "The Lost 
·~ olony" and "The Common Glorya as well as spend some time nt her home in Chnrlotte . 
, 1600 Providence Road). 

We understand that this new position entails considerable travel. We wish her 
·odspeed and hope thDt she finds her way ba ck to Durham. Let Attic Antics be 
oaring, Frances. 

~************************************ 

LANS Fffi PARKING LOT TO RE.AR OF TRINITY NEARING COMPLETION - Pete Petrea 

Plnns nre complete for finishing approximately seventy-five per cent of our 
arking lot. When finished, it will accommodate forty-eight cars. The George Watts 
ible Class and individuals are financing the grading ond surfacing for this project. 
r r', d.ing has already begun. Entrance to tre lot will be from Minerva and Gregson 

ith exit entirely on Minerva . 

************************************ 

RIBF ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

The special collection far Flood Relief under tho auspices of the .American Red 
ross and throu@1 appeal of the President will be continued in this church through 
~day, August 5. Containers for contributions will bo in the vestibule . 

The mother of Mrs . Tess Woods continues ill at her home in Pink Hill. Friends 
~e pulling for ~er early improvement and eventual recovery. 

MRS. ANNTE CA.RR, MRS. GERTRUDE HIIITE, and MRS. J. G. LLOYD represented tho 
omen of the Church nt a conference in Montreat recently. 

VERNON JOHNSON attended the Leadership Co!lferenco nt Ifontreat July 9 - 12, and 
·oproscntod tho Men of tho Church there nt their nnnuol conference July 13 - 15. 

MRS. AGNES SKILLEN nnd daughter, MALISSA, ore visiting in Pennsylvania. They 
ill be joined lntcr by BOB SKILIEN bof ore rot urning to Durhrun. I.IRS . H'JW\WT GIBBS 
ill servo as organist for our church during tho nbsonco of Hrs. Skillen. 

Everyone hns been delighted to have Jil.iMY l\ILill.TilT back v.ri th us · for several days 
uring the latter part of July. Jimmy is in tho Uni tod Stntos lfovy. 

MARIAN nnd PAUL KIMES hnd n wonderful time visiting Marinn' s f ar.1ily in Nnshvillo • 

Jnncssec, during July. 

Tho BOB BL.AKES nre leaving Thursd.ny, Aug . 2, for tho Poaono t'iountnins of Ponnsyl
~nia (to paint n picture for Attic Antics maybe) . Later thoy go to Croscont Bcnch»s.c. 

Several hove spoken of tho interesting "play bncks 11 F.RAIJCES J.Affi.:Al-T hns been 
lcine over HDNC of the interesting pla.ces nlong their Cnnndi c.n vncetion tour. 

Congratulations to the JOHN FULTONS of Vance Apartments; its n boy, John 
lton,III; born Thursday morning, July 26. 

Noted in HANDS, a publication by the N. C. Ministry to Uigrants, thnt George 

~tthis Class had donated $30.21 to tho c 2use. 

, !'********* Thanks to nll from Attic Jira********** 
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