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ATLANTIC fllSSION CONFERENCE
OF THE

/H^odisx Episc;op/ie sjwi^q?,

1902,

OFFICERS:
President—Bishop James N. FitzGerald, D.D., L.L. D.

Secretary—C. M. Levister, Marshallberg, N. C.

Assistant Secretary—T. S. Davis, Elizabeth City, N. C.

Statistician—Leo Ian Jackson, Marshallberg, N. C.

Treasurer—U. S. Crowder, Portsmouth, Va,

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES.

EXAMINERS:
President, C. M. Levister; Register, U. S. Crowder; Leolan

Jackson, T. S. Davis, J. F. Usrey.

BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION.

President, Leolan Jackson; Secretary, C. M. Levister;

Treasurer, J. J. Lewis; Additional—W. Q. A. Graham, H. A.

Nichols, Martia V. V illis, John Nelson.

TRIERS OF APPEALS:

W. Q. A. Graham, J. F. Usrey, U. S. Crowder, T. S.

Davis. J. B. Bridgers, Leolan Jackson.

CONFERENCE RELIEF FUND TRUSTEES.

C, M, Levister, Leolan Jackson, W, Q,. A. Graham.
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CONFERENCE ROLL.

Name. rrnk. when admitted
Bailey, D. D Probationer 1902

Bridgers, J. B Elder... 1897

Bridgers, L. B, Probationer 1902

Chappell, M. L Deacon 1898

Crowder, U. S Elder From Blue Ridge
Davis, T. S Eider From Blue Ridge
Garriss, J, H Deacon 1902

Graham, W. Q,. A Elder From Blue Ridge
Hudson, J. A Deacon 1900

Hunter, C. F Deacon 1898

Jackson, Leolau Elder 1897

Levieter, C. M Elder 1897

Lewis,J . J Deacon 1900

Luther, W . H Elder 1899

Midget*, E. J Deacon 1902

Norton, J. M Probationer 1902

Bisk, J. A Elder From Blue Ridge

Usrey, J. F Elder From Blue Ridge

White, U. S. Deacon Deacon From Blue Ridge

CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS.

These appointments are in the State of North Carolfna,

except as otherwise indicated.

W. Q. A. Graham, Superintendent, Hollywood, N. C.

CHARGE. PASTOR.

Avon, X, C U. S. White
Elizabeth City, N. C T. S. Davis

Barkers Island, N. C CM. Levister

Lawreneeville, Va D. D. Bailey

Marshal! berg, N. .Leolau Jackson

Morehead nity, N. C* J. J. Lewis

Norfolk, Va J. M. Norton

Ocraooke, N. C . J. H. Garriss

Farmed, N. C W.H.Luther
Pates, N. C Supplied by R . W. Woodell
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Port-mouth, Va U.S. Crowder
T irboro, N . C C. F. Hunter
Rowlands, N C J. B. Bridgera

Wallacctcn, Va E. J. Midgett
W haleyville, Va J A. Hudson
WildwoodN. C. J. F. Usrey
WlrifaT, N. C iff. L. Chappell

lent Graham Academy CM. Levdster

(Member Marker's Island Quarterly Conference
)

Luther B. Bridge rs left without appointment to attend

I -.Member Rowland Quarterly Conference.

ATLAM1 1C SCISSION CONFERENCE.

BISCIPLINABY QUESTIONS.
1. Who have been Received by Transfer, and from what

Conference? None.

2. W ho have been Readmitted? None.

8. Who have been Received on Credentials, and from what
Churches? None.

4. Who have been Received on Trial? (a) In Studies of First

\ear: James H.Garriss, David B. Bjdley, James M. Norton,

Luther B. Bridgera, Evan J. Midgett.

5. V\ ho have been Continued on Trial?

•(b) Tn Studies of Second year, John A. Hudson.
»Vho have been Discontinued? James W. Wheeler, Henry

II. Lowry.

7. Who have been Admitted into full Membership? (c)

E e< ted nnd Ordained Deacons previously : John J. Lewis, Ul-
-.. White.

8 What Members are in Studies of Third Year? (d) Adrnit-

ed into full Membsrship this yeai : Ulyses S. White.

ted into Full Membership previously : M. L.Chappel.

9. What members are in Study of Fourth Year? J. J. Lewis,

C. r\ Huuter, W. H. Luther.

10. What members have Completed the Conference Course
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of Study? (a) Elected and Ordained Elders this year : J. B,

Bridgers, Leolan Jackson.

11. What others have been Elected and Ordained Deacons?

None.

12. What others have been Elected and Ordained Eders?
None.

13. Was the Character of each Preacher examined? This

was carefully attended to as the name of each preacher was
called.

14. Who have been Transferred, and to what Conference?

W. S. Kitch, Blue Ridge; J. T. Hardesty, Oklahoma.
15. Who have Died? None.

16. Who have been Located at their own Request? None.

17. Who have been located? None.

18. Who has Withdrawn? None
19. Who hrve been permitted to Withdraw under Charges or

Complaints? >.one.

20. Who have been Expelled? None.

21. What otber pergonal notation should be made? (a) The
ordern ofRufus W. Woodrell as a Local Deacon from the Mis-

sionary Baptist church, and of James H. Garriss as a Local

Deacon from the Methooist Episcopal church, South were re-

cognized.

22. Who are the Supernunieiary Preachers? J. A.JSisk.

23. Who are the Superanuated Preachers? uon*\

54: Who are the Triers of Appeals? W. Q, A. Graham, J. F.

Usery, U. S. Urowder, T S. Davis, J. B. Bridgers, Lcolau

Jackson.

25 What is the Statistical Report of this year? See Reports.

28. What ;
s the Aggregate of the Benevolent Collections or-

dered by the General Confeieuce, aH reported by the Confer-

ence Treasurer? $267.00.

27. What are the Claims of the Conference Fund! none.

28. What has been received on the claims, and how has it

been applied? $13.00 in h.iuds of Relief Fund Trust3es.

29. where are the Preachers Stationed? See Appointments.

30. where shall the next Conference be held? Elizabeth City,

N. C.
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FIKST DAY.
Thursday Evening, October 16, 1902.

The Atlantic Mission Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Church convened for it's sixth annual session

at Portsmouth,Va., Thursday, October 16th, at 8 o'clock

in the evening, Bishop James N. FitzGerald, D. D.

LL. D., presiding.

The Bishop announced the hyran, "Coronation," after

the singing of which he read tne 55th chapter of

Isaiah and the 1st chapter of Hebrews aud led the Con-

ference in prayer,

The Secretary of the last session called the roll, and

the following named responded: W. Q. A. Graham,
U. S. Crowder, J. F. Usrey, T. S. Davis, C. M. Levis-

ter, Leolan Jackson, J. B. Bridgers, C. F. Hunter,

W. H. Luther, M. L. Chappell.

The names of the Probationers were called and the

following named found present: U. S. White, J. A.

Hudson, J. J Lewis.

On motion of J. F. Usrey, C. M. Levister was elec»

ted Secretary and named T. S. Davis as his AssUtau*.

On motion of the Superintendent, U. S. Crowder was

elected Treasurer and named J. J. Lewis as his As-

sistant.

The Superintendent announced the following Corn-

were elected:
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Public Worship; W. Q. A. Graham, J. B, Bridgers;
Freednian's Aid and Southern Edueatioual Society,
W. H. Luther, M. L. Chappell; Sunday School Uuion
and Tract Society, J. B. Bridgers, U. S. White; Au-
diting, T. S. Davis, L. Jackson; Conference Stewards,
W. H. Lnthpr, J. F. Usrey, C. M. Levister; Periodicals.

U. S.Crowder,C.F. Hunter, J. J. Lewis; Education, C.
F. Hunter, J.F.Usrey J. B. Bridgers; Temperance,J. J.
Lewis, C. M. Levister, T. S. Davis; Bible Sooiety,

M. L. Chappell, U. S. White; Missionary Cause, J. F.
Usrey, U. S. White, J. B. Bridg'rs; Twentieth Cen-
tury Thank Offering, C. M. Levister, T. S. Davis,J. F.
Usrey, U. 8. Urowder.

On motion of W. Q. A. Graham the hours of meet-
ing and adjournment were fixed at 9 a. m. and 12 noon
respectively; the first half hour to be for devotional
services.

On motion the Bar of the Conference was fixed at
the third seat from the front of the Hall.

On motion of the Superintendant the Secretary was
added to the Committee on Distribution of the Mis-
sionary Appropriation.

At this point the visiting Brethren, Rev. J. H. How-
ard, D. D., of the Newark Conference, Rev. John F.
Dodd, D. D., Assistant Recording Secretary of the Mis-
sionary Society, 150, 5th Avenue, New York City,
Rev. E. H. Rawlings. pastor Monumental M. E.
Church, South, Portsmouth, Va., and Rev. David Bow-
ers, Central Ohio Conference, were severally introduced
to the Conference and each of them made appropriate
remarks.
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On motion Conference adjourned

Rev. J. H. Howard led in prater.

The Bishop pronounced the benediction.

SECOND DAY.

Friday, October, 17th, 1902.

The Conference met at 9 a. m., and after devotional

services conducted by Eev.
Tohu F. Dodd, was called

to order for business by the Bishop.

The Journal of the First day's session was read and

approved.

Question 22, "Who are the Supernumerary Preach-

ers?" was called. On motion of W, Q. A. Graham,

J. T. Hardest? was made effective and J. A. Sisk was

continued in Supernumerary relation.

Question 14 was taken np. "Who are Transferred?"

On motion of the Superiulendant in each case, J. T.

Hardesty was transferred to the Oklahoma Conference

and VV. 8. Fitch to the Blue Eidge.

Question 13, "Was the Character of each Preacher

Examined!" Was nest taken up. The character of

W. Q. A. Graham was passed and he made his report

of the work. The characters of U. S. Crowder, T. S.

Davis, J. F. IJsrey, C M. Levisler were passed and

they severally reported their work.

Question 10 was taken up. "What Memoers have

< ompleted the Conference Course of Study?" J. B.

Bridgers atnl Leolan Jackson made report of their

work, the Registrar made report as to their examina-
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tions, and ou motion of Dr. Graham in each case they
were elected to Elders Orders.

Quetion 9 was next called. "What Members are in

Studies of the Fourth Year?" Charles F. Hunter and
William H. Luther made report of the work under
their care, the Examining; Board reported as to their

studies, and on motion in each case, they were ad-

vanced to the studies of the fourth year.

Question 5 was called. "Who have been Continued
on Trial?" John A. Hudson reported his work, and
after proper representation by the Superintendent and
report from the Examining Committee, was on motion
advanced to the Studies of the Second year.

"Question (>, "Who have been Discontinued?" was
taken up. On motion of the Superintendant in each

case, James W. Wheeler and Henry H. Lowry were
discontinued.

Question 7, "Who have been Admitted into Full

Membership?" was taken up. J. J. Lewis and U. S.

White were called foward. The Bishop addressed the

candidates concerning the office and work of the minis-

try and asked the Disciplinary questions, to which
satisfactory replies were mado. The Chairman of the

Examining Committee made report, the Superinten-
dent made proper representation, the Secretary repor-

ted the filing of answers to the usual questions, (See

Discipline, pp 146) and on motion in each case, John
J. Lewis and Ulysis S. White were admitted in*o Full

Membership, they having previously been ordained
Deacons.

Question 21, "What other Personal Notation Should
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be Made?" waF called. Theiordersi of Rufus W. Wood-

ell as a Local Deacon from the Missionary Baptist

Church and of James H. Garris of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, South, were on the motion of W. Q. A,

Graham, recognized.

The Rev. George H. McFaden, of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, South, Portsmouth, Va., was intro-

duce 1

.

A draft for $29.00, our share in the Book Concern div-

idends, was received and turned over to the Con-

ferenee Stewards.

A Statistical Session was ordered for this afternoon

at 2 o'clock.

The Conference adjourned. The Doxology was sung.

The benediction was pronounced by Dr. Dodd.

SECOND DAY

—

Afternoon Session

The Conference met at 2 o'clock, P- m., in Statistical

Session, Bishop FitzGerald presiding.

Prayer was offered by Dr. Graham,

The roll was called by the Secretary and as each

charge was named the pastor turned ovei his report to

the Statistical Secretary and his collections for the va-

rious benevolences to the Treasurer.

The conference adjourned. The benediction was

pronounced by the Bishop.

THIRD DAY.

Saturday, October, 18th, 1902.

Conference convened at 9 a. m., Bishop FitzGerald
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in the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by .T. F. Usrey,

after which the v'onference was called to order for

business.

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

The Journal of the afternoon session was read and

approved.

Questions, "What Members are in Studies of the

Third Year?" was resumed. M. L. Chappell was

called and made report of his work. After represen-

tation by the Superintendent and report of the Exam-
ining Committee, he was continued in Studies of the

Third Year, credit being allowed him for work already

done.

Question 4 was called. "Who have been Admitted
on Trial?" James H. Garris, David D. Bailev, James
M. Norton and Luther B. Lridgers presented recoin-

mendattons from their respective Quarterly Conferen-

ces. The Examining Committee made report as to ex-

aminations, the Secretary reported the tilling of satis-

factory answers to the Disciplinary questions, pp 146,

the Superintendent made suitable representations, and
on his motion in each case, James H. Garris, David D.

Bailey, James M. Norton and Luther B. Bridgers were

admitted on trial in studies of the First year.

The various Committees made their reports, which,

on motion, were adopted.

The following resolution was, on motion of W. Q. A.

Graham, adopted; Resolved, That we ask the Secre-

tary to add two columns to our Blank No. 1. in our

Conference Minutes in which to report amounts re-

ceived from ihe Missionary Society and from other
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sources.

Question 4 was resumed. "Who have been Eeceived

on Trial!" Evan J. Midgett, was on motion 01 C. M.

Levister, received on Trial in studies of the First year;

he having presented suitable certficate of work done as

required for admission.

On motion ofC. M. Levister, the public Educational

collections, amounting to $3,00 was ordered to be

turned over to The Giaham Academy.

Question 24, "Who are the Triers of Appeals?" was

called. On motion of W. Q. A, Graham, the following

named were elected: W. Q. A. Graham, J. F. Usery,

U, S, Crowder, T. S. Davis, J. B. Bridgers and Leolan

Jackson.

On motion of the Superintendent the following were

elected a Conference Board of Church Extension:

President, Leolan Jackson; Secretary, C. M. Levister;

Treasurer, J. J. Lewis; additional, W. Q. A. Graham,

H. A. Nichols, Martin V. Willis, John Nelson.

On motion, C. M. Levister, W. Q. A, Graham and

Leolan Jackson were elected Trustees of the Relief

Fund.

On motion it was ordered that when conference ad-

journ it be to meet at 8 o'clock p. m
Question 30 was called. "Where Shall the next Con-

ference be Held?" Invitations iwere presented to the

Conference from Elizabeth City and Marshallberg. On
motion Elizabeth City was selected.

Conference adjourned. The Doxology was sung.

The benediction was pronounced by the Bishop.
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FREEDMAN'S AID SOUTHERN" EDUCATION.
We, your committee, knowing tne condition of the

colored people of the South, see the need of the contin-

ued assistance of the Freedman's Aidaud Southern edu-

cation Society in their behalf.

We also see the greater need of the assistance of

this Society in behalf of the poor white boys and girls

among us who are seeking an education. Therefore we
urge the members of this conference to co operate with

the Freedman's Aid and Southern Education Society in

this work.

We also urge our preachers to seek to raise the $100

apportioned to this conference for next year, aud that

we may do this, we advise that Feb. 15th, 1903 be set

apart to do this work. W. H. Luther,
M. L. Chappeix,

Committee

EDUCATION.
That the cause of education is indissolubly connested

with the propagation of the Christian religion, is a fact

so obvious as to have become a truism, and to under-

take to prove the proposition is but a waste of time.

There are, however, ceitaiu imporlant facts in this con-

nection which it is necessary to keep prominently be-

fore us, and which we should persistently press upon

our people. As "eternal vigilance is the price of lib-

erty," so, also, is eternal activity the price of success.

The Methodist Episcopal church stands second to

none in its efforts to place Christian education within

the reach of every young person throughout the con-
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nection; and we most heartily commend the excellent

work for high Christian education which is being ac-

complished for the church through the Board of Ed-

ucation We especially approve of the emphasis laid

upon educational excellence and genuine spirituality as

the true ideal for our schools.

We note with great satisfaction the report of special

gifts to the Board of Education, amounting last year to

more than Sixty Thousand Dollars, and unreservedly

commend it to the benevolence of our people, particu-

larly to those who are able to make large gifts. It is

also very gratifying to note that on August 1st the

Board reports about Seventeen Million Dollars on the

20th century movement.
June 1903 will mark the two hundredth anniversary

of Mr. Weelev's birth. The Children's Day of that

yeir, falling very near the exact date, will be observed

as a commemoration of our great Oxford scholar; and

your committee urges upon every pastor the importance

of the observing of this day by every Sabbath School

in uir bound", and the taking of a collection in every

charge according to the discipline.

The amount raised last year from this source was $67,-

865.47, and there were 1,663 students aided by this

fuud, two of whom are members of the church withiu

our own conference, and yet the contributions of our

conference received by the Board foi the year were on-

ly $1.90. Oar minutes show a large number of charges

not. contributing to this fuud.

We are glad to note further that the Keturn Loan
Fund grows, there having been paid in last year $25, •
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577.00, which auiouut is addeJ to the Children's Day
collections meutioued above, ami re loaned to needy

students. We commend the officers of the Board for

their energy in collecting loans, and we urge all bene-

ficiaries within our own conference to make as prompt
payment as possible; realizing that ever}7 dollar repaid

will be used to aid some other worthy person to secure

an education.

We desire to call special attention to the iucreased

interest iu our own conference seiuiuary, the Graham
Academy. Under the present able management the

school ha3 taken its place in the Trout rank of College

Preparatory Schools, and iu its curriculum fully meas-

ures up to the requirementsiof the University Senate of

the Methodist Episcopal church for Secondary Schools.

In conclusion your committee asks that this confer-

ence, in the adoption of this report, pledge itself to the

cause of education generally, the Board of Education

of the Methodist Episcjpal church iu particularly, and

to 6ur own conference school especially, giving to its

executive officer and his associates our prayers, our

sympathy and our undivided loyally .

J. B. Bridgers,

C. P. Hunter.
Committee.

PERIODICALS.

Your committee fully realizing the importance of

spreading our church literature among our people, we
beg leave to report that along with other interests of
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the church, our literature is keeping abreast of the

times, and we specially urge upon the pastors ot our

charges to see that one or more of our church papers is

put in every home on their respective charges. And,
that, we as pastors of the Atlantic Mission Conference,

will pledge ourselves to do all we can for the success

of the "Webleyan Advocate," published at Parmele,

N\ C, and edited by our worthy Superintendent,

Dr. Graham. We respectfully recommend that this

paper be declared the official organ of the Atlantic

Mission Conference, and that we rally to its support

and make it all that it should be.

U. S. CliOWDER.

J. J. Lewis,

Committee.
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AUDITING COMMITTEE.

The Auditing Committee have examined the ac-

counts of the Superintendent, and hud that he has re-

ceived from the Missionary Society the sum of $1 350

which has been disbursed as follows :

Superintendent $ V

Avon r 0.00

Elizabeth City 181.00

I l o ter'e Island 62.C0

Lawreneeville 7100

Mareha'Iberg " 40.00

Moretaead City 75*50

Norfolk 12.50

Parmele 40.00

mouth 181.00

Rowlands 100.00

whaleyville 40.C0

wildwood
Winfall

Total $ 1

T. 8. Davis,

LEOL \

N

Committee.

TEMPERANCE.

The rum traffic has beeu declared by intelligent, con-

scientious humanity as a crime. Civilization has de-

clared it to be one of the greatest evils existing. The
Methodist Episcopal church has always set its face and

force boldly against this great curse, and has fought

valiantly from pulpit and pew for the extirpation of
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BIBLE SOCIETY.

Your committee on Bible Society ask permission to

say that it is our duty as preachers of the Gospel to ed-

ucate the people on the line of Bible work ; therefore

be it

Kesolved, That the American Bible Society is doing

a great and importaut work, and tbat it is our duty to

urge upon the people the necessity of supporting this

great institution, and that we take collections to that

end. M. L. Chappell.

This certifies that on Sunday, October 19th, 1902,

James B. Bridgers and Leolan Jackson, were duly or-

dained Elders by the undersigned, assisted by several

Elders. James N FitzGerald,

Done at Pourtsmonth, Va.
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