ENCOUNTER -

N THIS ISSUE

A LETTER FROM DEAN JAMES CANNON ............. 1
POETRY

SORTI N T S o e 2

by Martin S. Pratt

MRV EARS et e e s e e s 3
by Herta Wollscheiber

CHRISTIAN VOCATIONS

MISSION WORK AT THE CROSSROADS OF
T P AGCTEIEC s v a0 e, S B S i el e 7
by Mason and Betty Willis

THE CHAPLAINCY ASISEE IT ..........cc0itiueniunns 9
by Thomas M. Williams, Jr.

BOOKS
MATT CURRIN’S DECISION IN CRISIS PUBLISHED ... 13

SIGNIFICANT BOOKS FOR THE MINISTER ............ 14
(Concluded in this issue)

THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

Duke University Durham, North Carolina

MAY 1956






DUKE UNIVERSITY

Durham,
North Carolina

The Divinity School
Office of the Dean

ENCOUNTER:

The Divinity School Student Council in 1954-55
voted to issue a “literary” magazine to which the
name Encounter was given. One issue appeared in
the spring of 1955. The student body of 1955-56 voted
to continue this magazine and to issue two numbers
during the year. The first number appeared at the
end of May. For myself and for the members of the
Divinity School Faculty, I wish to express gratifica-
tion and appreciation for this creditable and worth-
while production. Encounter will not circulate widely -
because of limitation of funds, but we hope it will
have a successful future.

James Cannon, Dean

ENCOUNTER is published twice during the academic year by the
Student Body of The Divinity School of Duke University, Durham, North

This magazine is financed wholly by the Student Council of

The Divinity School and distributed free to accredited members of the

Student Body.

Opinions expressed in articles appearing in ENCOUNTER are
those of the author(s) of the articles, and do not necessarily represent

the views of the Faculty or the Student Body.

Address all correspondence to:

Divinity School, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: Twenty-five cents per copy.
CO-EDITORS: Ted Morton and Moody Smith.

The Editors, ENCOUNTER, The



I
1
I

Contrast
was hungry — until I saw a man hungrier than I;
was naked — until I saw a man more naked than I;
was homeless — until I saw a man more homeless than I;

was a stranger — until I saw a man stranger than I;

was lonesome — until I saw a man more lonesome than I;

was in prison — until T saw a man with heavier bars in front
of his face;
was sick — until T saw a man much sicker than I;

was in trouble — until I saw a man who really had troubles;

was helpless — until I saw a helpless child;
was hopeless — until 1 saw a body from which the spirit had

flown.

This be the prayer, O Lord, I send to thee—

That I may see my brother man, not me.

— Martin S. Pratt



Two Years

by Herta Wollscheiber

We all know those moments when we are puzzled by our own
lives and thoughts. There are instances when we try to rethink or even
to reorient our life. “Existential moments,” as they are called by some,
is a word very well chosen. In those “moments” we become unusually
and clearly aware of the fact that we exist. Nearly all of us know about
those last minutes of the old year when we rethink and evaluate the
happenings of the previous year and when we make new resolutions for
the coming one. There are other times, when we are put into existen-
tial situations, in which our whole existence is shaken, and when we
have arrived at the dead end of the road.

Sometimes, we are brought to think just by a comparatively simple
question, such as was put to me: “What do you think about your stay
in the United States, and more specifically, in your opinion, how were
your studies at the seminary helpful or useless?” Two years of my life,
full of work, sorrow, and joy—how can I communicate to you what they
really meant to me? Am I myself fully aware of their meaning? My
perspective is still a little shortsighted. Talking about myself is not an
easy task, therefore, let me put my thoughts into the form of a medita-
tion which I have written. Read carefully the thoughts which the sculp-
ture of the Greek poet revealed to me and you will read some of my
own. But do not stop there. Continue reading to the end and you will
understand something of what I experienced in the States and what
those experiences mean to me now.

Schniewind in his reply to Bultmann’s essay on the “New Testa-
ment and Mythology,” which is perhaps better known as “The Task of
Demythologyzing the New Testament Proclamation,” defines myth as
follows:

“By ‘mythological’ we mean the expression of unobservable realities
in terms of human phenomena. Every attempt to escape from
mythology leads either to nihilism or to the question whether the
invisible has in fact become visible, and if so, where? The Christian
answer is, in W. Herrmann’s phrase, ‘God is in Jesus.’

Now the psychicus anthropus finds it impossible to accept the faith
of the Christians. Modern man is by no means the first to feel the

MISS HERTA WOLLSCHEIBER is a candidate for the Master of
Religious Education degree, and will graduate this June. She is native
of Austria and a graduate of the University of Graz, Graz, Austria. She
entered The Divinity School in September, 1954 as a Methodist Crusade
Scholar. She will return to Austria this coming September.
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difficulty of accepting it. The Christian confession is myth for man
as such, not merely for modern man.” *

Here Schniewind tries to make the point that it is not merely the

old three storied concept of the universe which hinders modern man
from accepting the Christian truth. Even to men of old who held this
world-view, Christianity was nothing more than a myth, an attempt to
explain the unobservable in human terms. The Christian says: “The
invisible became visible in Jesus Christ.” How could a wise philosopher
accept that! Let us look at men who would have raised their voices, if
they would have been present, with those men of Athens who called
Paul a babbler. Have you ever looked at the sculpture of an old,
wrinkled Hellenistic poet whose face has been preserved in stone and is
as such a vivid witness of his time? Look into his eyes and at the ex-
pression on his face. It tells a long story, a story of struggle and searck.
In looking and contemplating on it, the poet told me this:
“I have been young as you are. I was trained in the arts. I had the
privilege of listening to great men. Some kind power had poured a
wonderful gift into my soul, the gift of expressing what others carry
hidden and unsaid in their hearts. I was young like you are. I had the
same glow in my eyes as you do, the same desire, the desire for truth.
When I started listening to the men of wisdom, I was longing and ex-
pecting to get all my questions answered, those questions about life and
God. Those men seemed to be so wise. But later on, I found out that
such a search for the final truth is just like slaying the hydra: one
question is answered and nine others arise. Now, I have given it up to
search for the truth, because all I can get and think are only opinions.
I live, I do not know why; life does not have any meaning for me any
more. You talk about God. O, that is only a myth. You say God has
revealed himself? Who knows, if there is a God?”

Then, the poet stopped and his eyes remained as dull as ever.
Another great man, Plinius Secundus, who lived during Nero’s time,
macde in his Historia Naturalis, in the book on man, the following state-
ment concerning religion:

“It is difficult to say whether it might not be better for men to be
wholly without religion than to have one of this kind which is a
reproach to its object. The vanity of man and his insatiable longing
after existence have led him also to dream of a life after death. A
being, full of contradictions, he is the most wretched of creatures,
since the other creatures have no wants transcending the bounds of
their nature. Man is full of desires and wants that reach to infinity,
and can never be satisfied. Among these great evils, the best thing
God has bestowed cn man is the power to take his own life.” **

*Schniewind, Julius, A Reply to Bultmann, edited in Kerygma and

** Plinius Secundus, Historia Naturalis, Book VII.
Myth, pp. 47, 49.
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Do you shudder? Those men of old, don’t we see them still on
our streets, and don’t we meet them in our homes? Stop and think—
haven’t you had thoughts such as these too?

The writer of Hebrews must have had similar thoughts when he
wrote in his epistle: “His voice then shook the earth; but now he has
promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the
heaven.’” This phrase, ‘Yet once more, indicates the removal of what
is shaken, as of what has been made, in order that what cannot be
shaken may remain. And out of the depth of his heart he continues:
“Therefore, let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken” (Hebrews 12:26-29).

This is the Christian answer. Not in detail yet, but on the large
scale, mystery has become reality. For the author of Hebrews too, life
and God might have been a mystery once, till he recognized and
acknowledged that God had revealed himself, that God had come to man
in Jesus Christ. God in his overflowing mercy humbled himself and be-
came the least of all that He might help us to turn our eyes away from
that which is shaken to the things which shall stand for eternity. To
those who, through God’s mercy, are able to take their eyes from merely
passing things, He gives new life and a new outlook. Euangelion means
the “good news.” It is the message which brings freedom from bondage.
It is the message which gives meaning to life and which makes dull eyes
shine again in newness of life. And through the power of the Holy
Spirit the believer becomes partaker even of the new age, the age to
come. It is a looking ahead with the eyes of faith. It is the knowledge
which gives assurance and peace of mind to the searching soul of the
things to come. It is the realization that man is not doomed to nothing-
ness. History has a goal, and at its end stands Jesus Christ, the Lord.

Let us, who belong to the household of God, rejoice, and let us be
thankful for the abounding grace of the divine love. Let us more earn-
estly than ever search for truth, knowing, although we cannot find all
the answers to life’s problems, still we can go on confidently and faith-
fully because we are followers and children of the Master who knows
all. Looking ahead, we can say with Paul:

1

. as for prophecy, it will pass away; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For our knowledge is
imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect; but when the perfect
comes, the imperfect will pass away. For now we see in a mirror
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall un-

erstand fully, even as I have been fully understood” (I Corinthians
13:8-10, 12).

This was the good news, and it still is. Even today, just like in
ancient times, our fellow men stumble through life, blown like reeds by
every wind. They too are longing for a foundation which cannot be
shaken. ILet us proclaim, but what is even more, let us be living wit-
nesses of the gospel of life. Let us rejoice and believe with heart and
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mind and do as Paul wanted the saints in Corinth to do:

“Therefore if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
passed away, behold the new has come. All this is from God: who
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
us the message of reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ,
God making his appeal through us” (II Corinthians 5:17-20).

I had accepted Jesus Christ with my heart, years before I came
to Duke. In my heart, with my emotions I was a Christian, but my
mind wandered its own ways. On Sunday and at certain times I was
an active Christian, but for the rest of the week, in my studies and con-
cerning my world-view, I was just as much of a heathen as these men
of old. There were those questions in my mind for which I sought the
answer at the University and in the books of the wise men of all ages.
There I sat at the feet of men of high learning, eagerly listening to their
search for truth and their search for a basic faith on which they tried to
build a whole life. I listened and thought, but instead of coming closer
to the truth of life, I seemed to move farther away from it.

At that time I received the invitation to study at Duke. I came,
anticipating another approach to the riddles of life. Through a long and
sometimes rather painful process God opened my mind by His mercy,
and by the help of professors and students, to the recognition that I will
never be able to grasp the whole truth about life and existence. But at
the same time I know now that this inability to achieve the final answer
must not lead into nothingness; on the contrary, I am convinced that I
am going by the side of the one who said of himself: “I am the life, the
way, and the truth!” T shall go on searching to find the answers to my
questions more than ever before, but, knowing that at the end of that
search there will not stand utter despair, but Jesus Christ, the Lord of
history and life.

What more can you ask of theological training than to learn to
love God with heart and mind? For this I am thankful.
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CHRISTIAN VOCATIONS:

Mission Work At The Crossroads of The Pacific

by Mason and Betty Willis

Located at the southeast end of the Hawaiian group, the island of
Hawaii is 216 air miles from Honolulu. Its land area is 4030 square miles
__almost twice as much as all the other islands combined. It is a small
continent formed by 5 volcanoes, 2 of which are still active in adding
land area to the island. It is called the Big Island, the Volcano Island,
or the Orchid Island, and all three names are appropriate. It is the home
of the second largest cattle ranch in the world, Parker Ranch; it is the
island on which volcanic activity has never ceased, the latest eruption
being February to May, 1955; and within the past few years, it has be-
come the largest center of orchid culture in America. Its historic in-
terest is outstanding. Captain Cook, the first white man to enter the
islands, landed on its shores and met his tragic death on its Kona coast.
And it was the first landing place of missionaries who brought both
Christianity and American traditions to the Hawaiian archipelago.

Honokaa, where we live, is located on the Hamakua coast, the
north side of the island. It is the second largest town on this island, the
largest being Hilo, 43 miles away. There are approximately 8,000 people
living in and around the town. Our church is situated in the heart of
town with a 6 room parsonage in back. The entire plant was purchased
from the Congregational church in 1950, when they decided to discontinue
their work in this particular place. Consequently, we are a community
church serving several denominations. The church is rather well equip-
ped except for church school space. Our work is not by any means con-
fined to the town itself; we cover at least 25 miles along the coast, which
includes 12 camps for plantation workers and 4 sugar plantations. We
can cover our entire parish and remain within sight of the sea although
we are 1200 feet above sea level and approximately a mile away.

Our work is very unique and unlike anything you would encounter

THE REVEREND AND MRS. MASON WILLIS will begin their
second year of service at Honokaa Community Methodist Church, Hono-
kaa, Hawaii, this August. Mr. Willis, a member of the South Carolina
Annual Conference of the Methodist Church, completed work for his
B. D. degree at The Divinity School during the 1955 Summer Session.
Mrs. Willis, the former Alice Elizabeth Cross, is a 1954 graduate of
Columbia College, Columbia, South Carolina. They have one child, John
Marcus Willis, seven months old. Their mailing address is Post Office
Box 88, Honokaa, Hawaii.
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on the mainland. It is difficult, to say the least, but it is rewarding in
many ways. There is never a dull moment due to the different cultural
patterns and mores of the people. We serve many different races; Ha-
wailan, Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Portuguese, Caucasian, and every
conceivable mixture thereof. The largest group in our church is Filipino,
many of whom speak little or no English. Rev. Adolpho Miguel is the
Filipino language pastor and devotes his entire time to ths Ilocano
speaking of our parish. He holds services in poth the church and camps.
There is a great need for a Japanese speaking worker, as there are many
older Japanese in the community.

The religious forces at work in Hawaii are numerous. Within our
town alone, there is a Buddhist temple, a Catholic church, a Baptist church
a Pentecostal Assembly of God, a Mormon church, a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church, and the Salvation Army, besides our own. Today it may
roughly be said that in Hawaii every fourth person is a Catholic, every
fifth person is a Buddhist, every tenth person is a Protestant, every
twenty-second person is a Congregationalist, every fiftieth person is an
Episcopalian, and every hundredth person is a Methodist. The Buddhists
and Catholics are very strong in Honokaa and carry on an aggressive
program of activities. The Young Buddhist’s Association, patterned after
our YMCA, carries on an extensive social program that has very little
religious significance. Therefore, the great challenge facing us now is to
interest the Japanese youth and lead them to a vital and living faith in
Christ. Many of them look to Buddhism as being backward and not a
part of our Western culture. It does not satisfy them nor aid them in
their strong desire to be called Americans and not merely Orientals.
Ancestor worship and filial piety are still very strong and many attend
Buddhist services merely because their parents are Buddhist. To our
satisfaction, the pressure of Westernization is beginning to break down
these barriers and children are defying parents to accept Christianity.

Geographically, Hawaii is an ideal place in which to live. On the
other hand, there are many evil forces to over-balance the idyllic condi-
tions. The most threatening evil to our members is the low moral
standards of the people. Unwed mothers are numerous and the commu-
nity is liberal in accepting them as if they had done no wrong. Many
times parents stage a luxurious wedding (with white dress and ve:l) and
within weeks, the young couple become parents and all is well within
the household. Open attack upon such problems alienates the families
from the church and the church is ridiculed for being “old-fashioned.”
Sunday is not a day of rest or worship and most stores and all bars re-
main open for business as usual. All activities which will interes: the
community are staged on Sunday with complete disregard for the hours
of church services. The events are so varied and involve so many
people that it is impossible for the church to compete. The result is that
the church has to take “left-overs”; those who come can’t possibly find
anything else to do. Honokaa is known as the wettest town on this
island, and cockfighting and gambling are also prevalent. This is due to
the fact that the plantation camps have a large percentage of hachelors

(8)



Missionary work in Hawaii is among the most difficult on any
field, but the challenge is great and the rewards are greater. Hawaiians
are a cordial people; in fact, they have a great deal of Southern hospi-
tality. The Orientals are a little slow in expressing themselves, but they
also make us feel welcome in this land of trade winds and swaying
palms. It is our prayer that we might share a little of our knowledge of
the living Christ with our new-found friends whom we love so dearly.

The Military Chaplaincy As | See It

by Chaplain Themas M. Williams, Jr.

A few days ago I received a letter from Ted Morton asking that 1
take pen in hand and write a brief resume concerning the military chap-
laincy as I see it. In hope that my brief statements will help some of
you in formulating future plans, I will attempt to share with you a brief
perspective of the chaplaincy from my experiences of six months.

I completed work on by B. D. in June, 1954, so those of you who
are seniors this year were just beginning your seminary work that year.
My last year at Duke I also served as pastor to a parish in South Caro-
lina, so my attentions were divided between being student and minister
as many of you now are. After completing my B. D. work, I continued
serving the parish until September, 1955.

On October 1, 1955, I reported to Lackland Air Force Base, San
Antonio, Texas, for Chaplain’s School. After a week of signing papers
and being innoculated with various and sundry shots, we began our reg-
ular schedule of classes.

The purpose of the School is to bridge the gap between civilian
life and military service. Therefore, the classes are composed of varied
subjects such as Military Law, Leadership, Pastoral Functions, Intelli-
gence, and Personal Counselling. Classes were held from 0700 hours
(7:00 a.m.) to 1600 hours (4:00 p.m.). Periods of physical education and
field trips were interspersed to offer a bit of relaxation. There were
forty three student chaplains in our class. The fellowship was, perhaps,
one of the highlight experiences of the school. Almost every major re-
ligious group was represented with Roman Catholics leading in numbers

CHAPLAIN THOMAS M. WILLIAMS, Jr., is a 1954 graduate of
The Divinity School. He is a member of the South Carolina Annual
Conference of The Methodist Church, where he served in the pastorate
prior to entering the United States Air Force Chaplaincy. Chaplain
Williams is married to the former Pauline Estelle Jackson of Sumter,
South Carolina. Their mailing address is Post Office Box 492, Wendover,
Utah.
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with a representation of twelve. The Methodists ran a close second with
eleven. The fellowship offered valuable training for work in the field
where denominational lines are very dim, and where the majority of
those to whom you minister know you only as the Protestant Chaplain
or simply as the Chaplain.

The latter part of November our assignments arrived. If you have
ever experienced the thrill of an Annual Conference while waiting for
appointments, perhaps you can imagine the excitement that gripped the
class as we waited for assignments that might take us to almost any
part of the globe. However, it is customarily the practice to assign new
chaplains to the United States or the ZI (Zone of the Interior). This
was the case with our class, and though strung from coast to coast, we
were to find that everyone’s first assignment would be in the States.

My assignment brought me to Wendover, Utah, an isolated base
on the Nevada border. The Great Salt Flats separate us from Salt Lake
City, to which most of the families sojourn at least monthly for the pur-
pose of stocking up on groceries.

My first assignment brings me to a base where I am the only mili-
tary chaplain. However, I have found the personnel to be in every way
most willing to assist in answering my numerous questions regarding
military procedures.

When I reported here on 19 December, 1956, after an enjoyable
trip across country, I found that the chapel along with other buildings
was in the process of rehabilitation. On Easter Sunday we moved out
of the Group Operations Building and returned to the base chapel for
services of worship.

Now after that bit of background information, perhaps I can better
present a picture concerning the ministry of the chaplaincy as such. Ac-
cording to Air Force Regulation the chaplain’s responsibilities are divid-
ed into six phases: Worship, Religious and Moral Education, Personal
Counselling, Humanitarian Services, Cultural Services, and Public Rela-
tions. Air Force Regulation protects in every way the right of the chap-
lain to e in the fullest sense a clergyman. Therefore, to give a detailed
account of my duties as a chaplain would be to pPass on information
with which you are already acquainted. We are commissioned not to
serve as military strategists, but in the fullest sense as ministers of the
church to military personnel and their families.

In my duties thus far I have put special emphasis on visitation in
the homes of military dependents. We have a comparatively small num-
ber here, so within a short time I will complete calling at each home at
least once.

[ have found the area of personal counselling to be a considerably
larger phase of my ministry since entering the chaplaincy. Whether or
not personal problems increase with the military setting, I am not sure.
But I believe statistics will bear witness to the fact that the minister in
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military service will have on a percentage basis more counselling than
the same minister in civilian life. By and large, it seems that persons
will speak more freely with the military chaplain than with the civilian
minister. Perhaps similarity of uniform leads to more identification, or
again, the answer could be resolved in the fact that being away from
the normal environment of the home aggravates and brings into exis-
tence more problems. Many men will take the chaplain into their com-
plete confidence, and church lines, I have found, make little difference.
We now have a Roman Catholic priest from out of town serving as
auxiliary chaplain for the purposes of confession and Mass on Sundays.
However, in that I am the only chaplain on the base through the week,
I have found Roman Catholics as eager for help as Protestants.

The military chaplain quickly realizes that a great deal of dynamic
information is laid openly before him as help is sought. Air Force Regu-
lation prohibits a chaplain serving on a court martial, so in regard to
working with those who are confined, the facts are often laid completely
bare. Needless to say, with the chaplain as with the civilian minister,
we should never be guilty of betraying the confidence of those who seek
our help. Again and again, I remind myself that in my attitude and
counselling I must represent a God who forgives and who with open
arms welcomes the repentant to new life. Many counselling sessions
will humble you deeply. On one occasion, while counselling with a
young man, who among other problems felt himself to be friendless,
there came across the desk from him this statement: ‘“There is only one
reason I would hate to leave this base. . . . it is because I have found a
friend like you.” The counselling problems that confront the chaplain
.are varied and complex. There will be the young man who loves a
young girl in some distant state. Her family feels that she is too young
to correspond. . . . There will be numerous marital problems, and at
times you will be asked to write letters to seek reconciliation. . . . There
will be problems relating to assignment and work. . . . There will be
counselling with the young man who manifests suicidal tendencies. Not
always can I give the right answer . . . perhaps at times there can be no
black or white solution, but rather just a misty gray. But I have sensed
deep appreciation on the part of those who look to the chaplain for
support.

Yesterday afternoon while counselling, my phone rang and before
long I found myself driving toward one of the homes to assist one of the
men in getting his wife to the dispensary tor a regular check-up. They
had no car, and Wendover was getting one of its rare rains.

Last night I returned to the office at the chapel to make prepara-
tion for a character guidance lecture which the military chaplain must
give monthly. One of the fellows was in the chapel practicing on the
piano—the only one on the base. While we were talking for a few min-
utes, he said, “Maybe I don't appear very religious, but I am concerned
about religious truths and obligations. . . .” From that introduction he
went on, and for a time we engaged in a conversation concerning vari-
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ous aspects of religious life. As in civilian life, so too in the chaplaincy,
there is a concern over religious truths, even though behavior may not
conform to traditional lines of religious expression.

Each man reporting to the base for a permanent change of station
must clear-in through the chaplain’s office. I have found these occa-
sions to be an excellent opportunity for presenting the religious program
of the base and as a time for informal conversation.

In the March, 1956, issue of The Military Chaplain there appeared
an editorial entitled “Have You Ever Asked . .. What Is The Mission Of
The Chaplain?” I conclude with a quotation from this editorial written
by Chaplain (Brig. Gen.) Corwin H. Olds, Calif. N. G., Ret.

“. . . the mission of the chaplain is to help men maintain their
ideals in the face of conditions under which it sometimes is easy to
abandon them. This he does by his own example of being warmly
human without lowering his own ideals to buy a cheap and easy pop-
ularity. While being a man among men he still exalts the dignity
of being a son of God.”

(12)



BOOKS:

Matt Currin’s Decision In Crisis Is Published

Decision In Crisis, written by a Duke Divinity School senior,
B. (for Beverly) Madison Currin, will be published for national distri-
bution this month by Greenwich Book Publishers of New York. Written
for the layman, the book develops the theme that God confronts man in
the crisis situations of life, evoking a decision either for God or for self.
The book numbers only slightly more than one hundred pages; the
brevity of the book was planned with the lay reader in mind.

The author, whose home is Burlington, North Carolina, is a grad-
uate of Elon College, Elon, North Carolina. He is a member of the
Congregational Christian Church, and will receive his Bachelor of Divin-
ity degree from The Divinity School of Duke University this June.

Decision In Crisis was written during the summer of 1955, while
Mr. Currin was attending the Summer Session of The Divinity School.
In explaining the working out of the theme in his book, Author Currin
says, “Decision is the pivot on which we turn either in the direction of
salvation or in the direction of despair, defeat and meaninglessness. The
book deals with what it means to make the decision in crisis, what it
means to ‘live in the kingdom.” The conclusion is that the Way of Jesus
(as opposed to the way of the world) is the only hope for the despair
of the tragic days in which we are now living. In this is our hope and
our glory.”

An important primer for the author’s thought was a statement
made by the well-known Scottish preacher, Sir George MacLeod. In a
sermon preached in Duke University Chapel, January, 1955, Sir George
made the statement that “Jesus took two years to assure us that if we
go his way our lives will be the sheer design of a cross.” This funda-
mental Christian fact comes into significance in Decision In Crisis as a
foundational truth.

The first chapter of the book lends its title as the title for the
entire work, “Decision In Crisis.” Man’s problem, as he makes innumer-
able decisions in the face of life’s complexities, is delineated in the
opening pages of the work. Chapter II discusses the condition of man
and seeks to explain why a decision is necessary. The third chapter
deals with Jesus Christ and how He can save man from meaninglessness
and despair in life. Chapter IV deals with the religious scene in Ameri-
ca today. In this chapter Mr. Currin compares his own Christian formwu-
lations, as illustrated in George MacLeod’s statement, with the cult ot
religious reassurance which has made serious inroads on Ainerican
Christianity in recent years. Chapter V discusses the Christian’s attitude
toward the world in which he lives his daily life, and the concluding
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chapter presents what the Christian personality should strive to be like
in the living of this life.

What prompted the actual writing of the book? The author says,
“Christianity provides the answer to man’s perennial question ‘what
must I do to be saved from meaninglessness and despair?” During my
days in seminary here at Duke I have had my own faith strengthened
and my insights deepened. In short, in the Christian message we have
the answers to the meaninglessness and despair of humanity. Alsc, to-
day in America there is a great danger threatening the Christian mes-
sage in the rise of the cult of religious reassurance, which is far more
damaging than the old narrow fundamentalism. I have attempted to
refute religious reassurance by the Christian message itself. In its place
I have attempted to place Jesus’ message ‘take up your cross and foliow
me.” This is why Sir George MaclLeod’s statement that if we follow
Jesus ‘our lives will be the sheer design of a cross’ has such a central
place in the little book.”

Among those reading the book for reviews and jacket comments
are Dr. James T. Cleland, Dean of the Chapel and Professor of Preaching,
Duke University; Dr. Douglas Horton, Dean of Harvard Divinity Scheol;
Dr. Russell Henry Stafford, President of Hartford Theological Seminary;
Dr. Truman Douglass, Executive Vice President of the Mission Board of
the Congregational Christian Churches; and Dr. Leon Edgar Smith,
President of Elon College.

Significant Books for the Minister

With this edition of Encounter the list of “Significant Books for
the Minister” is concluded. The first installment of the booklist was
published in the March, 1956, edition of Encounter. This list of works is
not an exhaustive one; only the more significant titles have been listed.
Students are invited to consult with Mr. Donn Michael Farris, The Di-
vinity School Librarian, or any faculty member for additional informa-
tion about these or other titles.

— The Editors

OLD TESTAMENT

Albright, W. F. From the Stone Age to Christianity. The Johns Hop-
kins Press, 1940.

Babb, Otto J. The Theology of the 0Old Testament. Abingdon-Cokes-
bury Press, 1949,

Bentzen, Aage. Introduction to the Old Testament. G. E. C. Gad, Co-
penhagen, Second Edition, 1952.

Bright, John. The Kingdom of God. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1953.
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Burrows, Millar. The Dead Sea Scrolls. Viking Press, 1955.

Eichrodt, Walter. Man in the Old Testament (Studies in Biblical The-
ology, No. 4), SCM Press, 1951.

Finegan, Jack. Light From the Ancient Past. Princeton University
Press, 1947.

Hyatt, James Philip. Prophetic Religion. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press,
1947.

James, Fleming. Personalities of the Old Testament. Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1945.

Klausner, Joseph. The Messianic Idea in Israel (Trans., W. F. Stine-
spring). Macmillan Company, 1955.

Meek, Theophile. Hebrew Origins (Revised edition). Harper Brothers,
1950.

Moore, G. F.. Judaism in the First Centuries of the Christian Era,
three volumes. Harvard University Press, 1927-30.

Paterson, John. The Praises of Israel. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1950.

The Book That Is Alive. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1954.

Pfeiffer, Robert H. Introduction to the Old Testament. Harper Bro-
thers, 1941.

History of New Testament Times With an Intro-
duction to the Apocrypha. Harper Brothers, 1949.

Price, Ira M. The Ancestry of Our English Bible (Second revised edi-
tion, edited by W. A. Irwin and A. P. Wikgren). Harper Brothers,
1949.

Pritchard, James B. The Ancient Near East in Pictures Relating to the
Qld Testament. Princeton University Press, 1954.

Rowley, H. H. The Biblical Doctrine of Election. Lutterworth Press,
1950.

From Joseph to Joshua. Oxford University Press, 1950.
The 0Old Testament and Modern Study. Clarendon

Press, 1951.

Wright, G. Ernest. The Old Testament Against Its Environment
(Studies in Biblical Theology, No. 2). SCM Press, 1950.

Wright, G. Ernest and F. V. Filson. The Westminster Historical Atlas
To The Bible. Westminster Press, 1945.

JOURNALS:
Biblical Archaeologist. $1.00 per year, payable to the American Schools
of Oriental Research, Drawer 93A, Yale Station, New Haven, Conn.

Interpretation. $3.00 per year, payable to Interpretation, 3401 Brook
Road, Richmond 27, Virginia.

NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

GENERAL NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY:

The Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VII, “General Articles on The New Tes-
tament.” Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1951.

Studies in Biblical Theology, edited by H. H. Rowley, T. W. Manson,
G. E. Wright, and F. V. Filson. Published in paperback editions
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periodically by the SCM Press, London. (See volume listed below
by R. H. Fuller.)

Dodd, C. H. 'The Apostolic Preaching and Its Development. Harper
and Brothers, 1951.

SYNOPTIC THEOLOGY:

Fuller, R. H. The Mission and Achievement of Jesus. SCM Press, 1954.

Manson, T. W. The Teaching of Jesus, Cambridge University Press,
1935.

Wilder, Amos. Eschatology and Ethics in the Teaching of Jesus. Har-
per and Brothers, 1950.

PAULINE STUDIES:

Bultmann, R. Theology of the New Testament, Volume 1. Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1951.

Davies, W. D. St. Paul and Rabbinic Judaism. SPCK, 1948.

Knox, John. Chapters in A Life of Paul. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press,
1950.

Knox, W. L. St. Paul and the Church of the Gentiles. Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1939.

Mackay, John. God’s Order. The Macmillan Company, 1953.

sScott, C. A. A. Christianity According to St. Paul. Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1939, (Presently out of print).

JOHANNINE LITERATURE:

Colwell and Titus. The Gospel of the Spirit. Harper and Brothers, 1951.

Dodd, C. H. The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel. Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1920.

Howard, W. F. Christianity According to St. John. Duckworth, 1943.

HEBREWS:

Manson, William. Epistle to the Hebrews. Hodder and Stoughton, 1951.
Nairve, A. The Epistle of Priesthood. T. and T. Clark, 1931,

JOURNALS:

Journal of Theological Studies. $4.20 per year, payable to Geoffrey Cum-
berlege, Amen House, E. C. 4, London, England.

Expository Times. $2.73 per year, payable to Charles Scribner’s Sons,
New York, New York.

Theology. $1.80 per year, payable to The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth
Avenue, New York, New York.

Interpretation, A Journal of Bible And Theology. $7.50 per year, pay-
able to Imterpretation, 3401 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Virginia.
New Testament Studies, $6.50 per year, payable to Cambridge University
Press, American Branch, 32 East 57th Street, New York 22, New

York.

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY

Aulen, Gustav. The Faith of the Christian Church. Muhlenberg Press,
1948.
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Baillie, D. M. God Was In Christ. Scribner’s Sons, 1948.

parth, Karl. The Doctrine of the Word of God. T. & T. Clark, 1936.

Brunner, Emil. The Doctrine of God. Dogmatics (Vol. I & II). The
Westminster Press, 1950.

Dodd, C. H. The Authority of the Bible. Nisbet and Company, Ltd.,
1948.

Farmer, H. H. The World and God. The Macmillan Company, 1943.

Flew, R. Newton. Jesus and His Church. Epworth Press, 1951i.

Niebuhr, Richard. The Meaning of Revelation. The Macmillan Com-

pany, 1941.
Quick, O. C. The Christian Sacraments. Nisbet and Company, Ltd.,
1948.
__ . The Doctrines of the Creed. Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1951.
Taylor, Vincent. Jesus and His Sacrifice. The Macmillan Company,
1951.

Temple, William. Christus Veritas. The Macmillan Company, 1939.
Tillich, Paul. Systematic Theology. University of Chicago Press, 1951.

PERIODICALS:

The Ecumenical Review. $3.00 per year, payable to the World Council
of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New York.

Religion in Life. $4.00 per year, payable to Abingdon Press, 150 Fifth
Avenue, New York, New York.

Theology Today. $3.00 per year, payable to Theology Today, P. O. Box
29, Princeton, New Jersey.

CHURCH HISTORY

Baillie, J., McNeill, J. T., and Van Deusen, H. P., eds. Library of Chris-

tian Classics, Philadelphia, 1953, — Vols. 1, 3, 9, 10, 13, 14, 18, 20 etc.
Bainton, Roland H. The Church of Our Fathers, New York, 1941, 1950.
The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, Boston,

1952.

Here I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther, Nashville,
1950.

Case 8. J., McNeill; J. T, and Sweet, W. W. Makeis of Christianity,
New York, 1934-37, three volumes.

Crump, C. G., and Jacobs, E. F. The Legacy of the Middle Ages, Oxford,
1926, 1938.

Grimm, H. J. The Reformation Kra 1500-1650, New York, 1954.

Latourette, Kenneth S. A History of Christianity, New York, 1933.

Lictzmann, Hans. A History of the Early Church, London, 1937, (4 vols.)

McNeill, John T. A History of the Cure of Souls, New York, 1951.

Books of Faith and Power, New York, 1947,

The History and Character of Calvinism, New York

1954.

Modern Christian Movements, Philadelphia, 1954.
Nichols, J. H. Democracy and the Churches, Philadelphia, 1951.
History of Christianity 1650-1950, New York, 1956.
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Norwood, F. A. The Development of Modern Christianity Since 1500,
Nashville, 1956.

Pauck, W. The Heritage of the Reformation, Boston, 1950.

Schwiebert, E. G. Luther and His Times, St. Louis, 1950.

Wand, J. C. A History of the Modern Church, New York, 1929,

PERIODICALS:
Church History, $5.00 per year, payable to American Society of Church

~

History, 520 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Penn.

AMERICAN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT

Miller, Perry. The New England Mind. Macmillan, 1939.

Sweet, W. W. Religion in Colonial America. Scribners, 1942,

Hudson, W. The Great Tradition of the American Churches. Harpers,
1953.

FFoster, F. H. The Modern Movement in American Theology. Fleming
H. Revell, 1939,

Thompson, E. T. Changing Emphases in American Preaching. The
Westminster Press, 1943.

Miller, Perry, Jonathan Edwards. Wm, Sloan Associates, 1949,

Niebuhr, Reinhold. The Irony of American History. Scribners, 1952.

Niebuhr, Richard. The Kingdom of God in America. Willett, Clark and
Company, 1937.

Hopkins, Howard. The Rise of the Social Gospel in American Protes-
tantism, 1865-1915. Yale Press.

Nash, Arnold. Protestant Thought in the Twentieth Century. Mac-
millan, 1951.

Thelen, Mary F. Man as Sinner in Contemporary American Realistic
Theology. King’s Crown Press, 1946,

PREACHING

Broadus, J. A. On The Preparation and Delivery of Sermons. Harper
and Brothers, 1944,

Coffin, H. S. Communion Throvgh Preaching, Scribner’s, 1952.

Jones, E. DeWitt. The Royalty of the Pulpit. Harper, 1951.

Farmer, H. H. The Servant of the Word. Nisbet, 1943,

Gammie, Alexander (ed.). Preachers I Have Heard. London, Pickering
and Inglis, 1945.

Luccock, H. E. In The Minister’s Workshop. Abingdon, 1944.

Niebuhr, Reinhold (ed.). This Ministry, Scribner’s, 1946.

The Interpreter's Bible, (12 volumes). Abingdon Press.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Eakin, Mildred and Eakin, Frank. The Church School Teacher’s Job.
Macmillan, 1949,

Fallaw, Wesner. The Modern Parent And The Teaching Church. Mac-
millan, 1946,
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Gwynn, Price H. Leadership Education In The Local Church. West-
minster Press, 1952.

Heim, Ralph D. Leading a Sunday Church School. Muhlenberg Press,
1950.

Lindherst, F. A. The Minister Teaches Religion,
1949.

Lotz, Phillip Henry (ed.). Orientation in Religious Education. Abing-
don-Cokesbury, 1950.

Miller, Randolph Crump. The Clue to Christian Education. Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1950.

Education For Christian Living. Prentice-Hall, Inc,

Abingdon-Cokesbury,

1956.

Schisler, John Q. Christian Teaching in the Churches. Abingdon Press.
1954.

Sherrill, Lewis. The Gift of Power. Macmillan, 1955.

The Rise of Christian Education. Macmillan Co., 1944.

Smart, J. D. The Teaching Ministry of the Church. Westminster Press,
1954.

JOURNALS:

The International Journal of Religious Education, $3.00 per year, pay-
able to The International Journal of Religious Education, 79 East
Adams St., Chicago 3, IlL

Religious Education, $5.00 per year, payable to The Religious Education
Association, 545 W. 111th St., New York 25, New York.

SPEECH

Cleland, James T. The True and Lively Word. Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1954.

Monroe, Alan H. Principles and Types of Speech. Scott, Foresman and
Company, 1939.

Rudin, John. The Effective Ministry of Preaching and Public Worship.
John F. Swift Company, 1951.

WORSHIP

Baillie, John. A Diary of Private Prayer. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1952.

Coffin, Henry Sloan. The Public Worship of God. Westminster Press,
1946.

Hedley, George. Christian Worship. The Macmillan Company, 1953.

Noyes, Morgan P. Prayers for Services. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1935.

Tittle, E. F. A Book of Pastoral Prayers. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press,
1951.

MISSIONS
Fleming, D. J. The World At One in Prayer. Harper and Brothers,
1942,
Goodall, Norman (ed.). Missions Under the Cross. Friendship Press,
1953.
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Harner and Baker. Missionary Education in Your Church. Friendship
Press, 1950.

Lamott, Willis C. Revolution in Missions. Macmillan, 1954.

Latourette, K. S. A History of the Expansion of Christianity (7 vols.).
Harper and Brothers, 1937-45.

Mathews, Basil. Forward Through the Ages. Friendship Press, 1951.

Shaull, M. Richard. Encounter with Revolution. Association Press, 1955,

Soper, Edmund D. The Philosophy of the Christian World Mission.
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1953.

VanDusen, Henry P. World Christianity, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1947,

Warren, Max. The Christian Mission. SCM Press, 1951,

PERIODICALS:

Christian World Facts. New York, Friendship Press, annual.

The Ecumenical Review. $3 per year, payable to World Council - of
Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10.

The International Review of Missions. $3 per year, payable to Inter-
national Missionary Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10.

World Outlook. $1.50 per year, payable to Methodist Board of Missions,
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11.

PASTORAL CARE

Allport, Gordon. The Individual and His Religion. The Macmillan
Company, 1950.

Anonymous. Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions. Harper and Broth-
ERSNIG53%

Cabot, Richard, and R. L. Dicks. The Art of Ministering to the Sick.
The Macmillan Company, 1936.

Dicks, R. L. Pastoral Work and Personal Counseling. The Macmillan
Company, 1947.

Dunbar, Helen F. Mind and Body: Psychosomatic Medicine. Random
House, 1947.

Kemp, Charles F. Physicians of the Soul. The Macmillan Comrany,
1947.

Oates, Wayne. The Christian Pastor. Westminster Press, 1951.

Outler, Albert C. Psychotherapy and the Christian Message. Harper
and Brothers, 1954.

Scherzer, Carl. The Church and Healing,. Westminster Press, 1950.

Stokes, Walter. Modern Pattern for Marriage. Rhinehart and Com-
pany, 1948.

JOURNALS:

Pastoral Psychology. $5.00 per year, payable to Pastoral Psychology,
257 Norther Boulevard, Great Neck, New York.

Religion and Health. $3.00 per year, payable to Religion and Health,
Box 4802, Duke Station, Durham, N. C. '
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