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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue Author was induced to undertake this
work, from a difficulty he had often experienced
in recommending to the candid inquirers after
MEeTHODISM, any one book which would give them
an adequate view of its History, its Doctrines,
and its Discipline. Several publications had
appeared on the subject; but none of them met
his views, as books of general reference, on the
distinguishing characteristics of Methodism.

On commencing the work, he did not intend
to exceed the limits of a very small volume ; as
those who wished for fuller information would
have recourse to primitive sources: the journals
of Mr. WesLEY ; his life by Dr. WHITEHEAD,
and also by Dr. Coxe and Mr. MoorE; and to
a mass of original information in the Methodist
Magazine. But matter multiplying and crowd-
ing in his progress, he was prompted to enlarge

al
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it to its present bulk; that the work, corres-
ponding with its title, might be a true and faith-
ful Portraiture of Methodism.

With régard to the Doctrines of Methodism,
neither regular system, nor synopsis, had been
attempted by any person ; though the want of
such a system had been generally acknowledged.
Those who said most in its favour, urged an ap-
peal to the writings of Mr. WESLEY on every
article. Though one might write a body of di-
vinity without such extracts and mutilations ;
yet it might not be deemed a faithful and authen-
tic system of the Credenda of the Methodists.
I amaéfhmivever, happy to add, in this second
editi’?}_n, thiat what I have written on that sabject,
has not been disputed by the Conference; nor,
to wy kunowledge, by any of my brethren.

A§ to the chapter on Discipline, though it may |
receive improvements from those who shall fol-
low, there did not exist any publication so full,
80 particular, or se regularly arranged. My sole
aim was; to simplify the subject, and make it
easily understood by those who wished to consult
it for edification. Hence, I hope it will give
adequate information to persons less acquainted
with our affairs ; and that the particulars it con-

tains will be of frequent use also to the members
ef our society. |
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After executing my original design, impelled
by circumstances, I was impressed with an idea
that it would be highly proper to reply to some
of the more plausible objections against Method-
ism. The people being daily attacked by learn-
ed and malicious foes, it was highly proper,
that they should be armed with weapons of
defence. And even those well acquainted with
its history, needed new arguments to repel the
ever-varying modes of attack.

At the time when I wrote the Defence of Me-
thodism, clamours against the body, from a cer-
tain quarter, were numerous and loud. It was
an important and perilous period ; the dignitaries
of the church, and a nobleman, high in office, hav-
ing it in serious contemplation to narrow the pri-
vileges which the Dissenters and the Methodists
had enjoyed under the Act of Toleration. In
several sessions of Parliament, the noble lord had
notified his intention to bring in a bill te that
effect, and kept both the Dissenters and ourselves
in a state of constant alarm. '

A year before the bill was introduced, I had
published, under a different title, the substance
of what is contained in this book on that subject.
Some thought my conjectures rash, and defective
in candour; and some thought me bold beyond
the line of prudence; but the event, in every view,
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justified my zeal. He who sees the heart, knows
that my conductproceeded from purity of motive,
and from an anxious concern for the safety of his
cause, and the peace of his people. I am thank-
ful that I did so, in that eventful crisis, when the
Keeper of Israel so over-ruled the opposition,
that our privileges became enlarged, and not
abridged. The friends of religious liberty be-
came so roused, and their energies so united,
that the Conventicle Act, the Five-mile Act, and
another Act against the Quakers, were as good as
repealed ; for which myriads gave glory to God,
and felt the most grateful sentiments to the go-
vernment under which they lived.

As a book of reference, I hope the follow-
ing work will be found acceptable to all
calm inquirers, as containing a fair and full
account of a people so variously represented,
and so signally owned and blessed of Provi-
dence. I am not conscious of having either
withheld, or misrepresented any one occur-
rence essential to a knowledge of the subject.
I have stated the truth, the whole truth, and no-
thing but the truth, as it opened to my view.

This new edition has undergone a careful
revision; many additions have been made to it,
and a few things that were thought superfluous
omitted. The chapters have been divided into
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sections, for greater perspicuity and the conve-
nience of the reader; and the chronological part
1s brought down to the assembling of the Confe-
rence in 1814. A memoir of the late Rev. T.
Coke, LL. D., who for near forty years took a
principal share in the concerns of the connexion,
and who died on his passage to India, the third
of May last, is also added.

This edition is likewise embellished by a
Frontispiece, containing poriraits of ten eminent
Ministers of the Gospel; picturesque views of
Kingswood and Woodhouse Grove Schools, a
fac-simile of Mr. Wesley’s hand-writing, &c. &c.

That Methodism, so called, is eminently a
work, emanating from the council and wisdom of
God;* and that it is the harbinger, and will very
powerfully contribute to usher in the glory of the
latter day, I do most firmly believe. May the
Lord hasten it in his time.

JONATHAN CROWTHER.
NoVEMBER, 21, 1814.

* See on this subject a copious sermon preached before the
District assembled at Macclesfield, by Mr, Sutcliffe.
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A

Porfraiture of Methodism :

oR,
THE HISTORY

OF THE

WESLEYAN METHODISTS.

CHAPTER 1.
A GENERAL HISTORY OF METHODISM.

SECTION 1.
Of Mr. Wesley’s Ancestors.

J onx WEesLEY, the father and founder of Methodlem,
was the second son of the Rev. Samuel Wesley, rector
of Epworth, in Lincolnshire. But before 1 proceed to
the history of this very extraordinary man, or describe
the great work which he was the honoured instrument
of spreading through this nation and America, I shall pre-
sent my readers with a short account of his Ancestors.
And as far as any account of the family can be traced
back, it appears they were conspicuous for piety, and
respectable on account of their learning.

BartHoLoMEW WESLEY, Mr. John Wesley’s great
grandfather, was educated at one of our universities,
and afterwards held the living of Allington, in Dorset-
shire. Along with near two thousand other worthy
clergymen, he was ejected by the act of Uniformity,
in 1662. He studied physic at the university, as well
as divinity : a practice which had been frequent, and

b B
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My, Wesley’s Ancestors.

which was not then fallen wholly into disuse. He
preached occasionally after his ejectment, but applied
himself chiefly to the praetice of physic. He had a son,
called John, who died before him, and whose death ex-
- pedited his own.

Joun WesLey, of whom I am now speaking, studied
at Oxford, and took the degree of Master of Arts.
There are no certain accounts of the time of his
death, or of his age at that time. He was a per-
son of early and exemplary piety. When twenty-
two years old he began to preach, and was fixed at
Whitchurch, in Dorsetshire, in 1658. After the Resto-
ration, some persons gave him much trouble, because he
would not read the book of Common-prayer ; and made
heavy complaints of him to the bishop of Bristol. Mr. Wes-
ley waited on the bishop, when an interesting conversation
took place, which Dr. Calamy published,and which the late
Mr. Wesley has inserted in his journal. The bishop was
so far satisfied, as to assure him he would not meddle
with him. However, he had enemies, who seized him on
the Lord’s-day, in the beginning of 1662, before the act
of Uniformity could eject him, and committed him to
prison at Blandford. He was soon after liberated from
confinement, on giving bail to appear at the next as-
sizes, where he came off better than he expected. God
raised him up several friends ; inclined a solicitor to plead
for him; and so restrained the wrath of man, that the
judge, though a very passionate man, did not say an
angry word. '

After this he preached every Lord’s-day, till August
L7, when he delivered his farewell sermon, to a weeping
audience, from Acts xx. 32. October the 26th, the place
was declared vacant. On the 22d of February, 1663, he
removed to Melcomb ; but the corporation made an order
against his settlement there, imposing a fine of 207 upon
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Mr. Wesley’s Ancestors.

his landlady, and 5s. per week upon him, to be levied by
distress. He went next to Bridgwater, and then to Il-
minster and Taunton, where he met with great kindness
from the several denominations, and had frequent oppor-
tunities of preaching. Here he found many friends,
who were afterwards very kind to him and his numerous
family. A gentleman allowed him to live rent free, in
a house at Preston, two or three miles from Melcomb.
He went to it with his family in the beginning of May,
and continued to live there till he died. He had thoughts
of going to America, but ultimately determined to remain
in his native land, A number of serious people at Pool,
gave him a call to be their pastor; in which situation he
continued to the day of his death. The Oxford act com-
pelled him to withdraw for a season from his family at
Preston, and from his charge at Pool ; but he preached
wherever he could geta congregation. And after some
time he returned home, and renewed his labours in the
ministry. In these excursions, he was often disturbed;
repeatedly apprehended ; and four times imprisoned:
once at Pool, for half a year; once at Dorchester, for
three months ; his other confinements were shorter. He
was in many straits and difficulties, but was wonderfully
supported and delivered. It is supposed that he died
about the year 1670. But the vicar of Preston would
not suffer him to be buried in the church.

From the grandfather of the late Mr. Wesley, on the
father’s side, we may turn to his maternal grandfather,
the Rev.SamueL Annestey, LL. D. He was born at
Killingworth, near Warwick, 1620, of religious parents,
and was their only child, It has been said, that he was
first cousin to the Earl of Anglesey. In his infancy he
was strongly impressed with thoughts of being a minister,
for which his parents intended him from his birth. And
when about five or six years old, he began a practice,
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which he continued afterwards, of reading twenty chap-
ters in the Bible every day. E

He lost his father when only four years old. But his
mother took care of his education, having considerable
property to enable her so to do. At the age of fifteen
he went to the University at Oxford, and took his de-
orees in the usual course. His piety and diligence
while there, attracted considerable notice. In 1644,
he was ordained as chaplain of the ship called the Globe,
under the Earl of Warwick, then Lord High Admiral
of England. He went to sea with the fleet, but not
liking 1t, he quited it, and settled at Cliff, in Kent;
where he met with great opposition. © His predecessor had
been displaced, for associating with the people on the
Lord’s-day to drink, dance, &e. Such a people naturally
loved such a minister. They rose upon Dr. Annecley
with spits, forks, and stones, and threatened to kill him.
But he was firm, and resolved to stay with them, till
God had prepared them by his labours to receive a good
successor. - He lived as he ought, and laboured hard;
and in a few years the people were greatly reformed, and
hecame exceedingly fond of him. But a signal provi-
dence directed him to a settlement in London, in 1652, by
the unanimous choice of the inhabitants of  the parish of
St. John the apostle. Soon after he was made lecturer
of St. Paul’s; and in the year 1658, the parish of Cripple-
gate was favoured with his settlement there. Al

He was a man of great integrity and disinterestedness ;
but was displaced from his lecture, because he would not
comply with some things he thought to be wrong. All
parties acknowledged him to be « an Israelite indeed.”
He suffered much for nonconformity ; and such was
the persecuting party spirit, that an angel from heaven
would have been persecuted, had he been a Dissenter.
In his sufferings God often appeared remarkably for him,
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Mpr. Wesley's Father.

and one person was struck dead, while signing a warrant
to apprehend him.

As a minister, his labours were abundant. His sermons
were instructive and affecting, as he spoke from the
heart. And, in some degree, the care of all the churches
was upon him. He was very useful in procuring good
and useful ministers, for such places as wanted them ; and
was sometimes the chief, and in many cases, the sole
instrument in the education, as well as the subsistence
of young ministers. Innumerable were the instances
in which he visited and relieved the fatherless and the
widows in their affliction. He was enabled to say upon
his death-bed, « Blessed be God, I can say, I have been
faithful in the ministry above fifty-five years.” He had
enjoyed a constant peace within, and an assurance of
God’s favour to him, for more than thirty years; and this
was not in the least clouded in his last illness. He died
full of peace, praise, and joyful hope.

SECT. 1II.
Of Mr. Wesley’s Parents.

Mg. John Wesley, of whom we have spoken before, left
two sons, Matthew and Samuel; of the rest of his chil-
dren we have no account. Persecution having greatly
reduced the family, these two brothers must have expe-
rienced difficulties: but their industry surmounted all
obstructions, and they rose to useful and respectable sit-
uations in life. Marrauew followed the example of his
grandfather, in studying physic; and by his medical
practice acquired a handsome fortune.

SAMUEL, the father of the late Mr. John Wesley, was born
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.about 1662, or a little before that time. It is thought he
could not be more than eight or nine years old, when
his father died. His attachment to the Dissenters was
first shaken by a defence of the death of Charles I. .and
the proceedings of the Calf’s Head Club. These things
shocked him; and it is certain, that the major part of
the Dissenters disapproved of them as much as he did.
After spending some time at a private academy, when
sixteen years of age, he walked to Oxford, and entered
himself of Exeter College. IHe possessed no more mo-
ney than 2/ 16s. nor any prospect of future sup.plies, ex-
cept from his own exertions. Probably by assisting the
younger students, and instructing those who chose to
employ him, he supported himself till he took his bache-
lor’s degree, without any other assistance, except a
present of five shillings., He increased his stock to
10L 15s. went to London, was ordained deacon, and ob-
tained a curacy. A year after he was made chaplain on
board the fleet. After filling this situation for one year
only, he returned to London, and was a curate for two
years ; during which peried he married, and had a son
born. He wrote several pieces, which brought him
into notice and esteem. A small living was given him in
the country; and the friends of king James promised him
preferment, if he would comply with the king’s desire in
supporting measures in favour of popery. But he abso-
lutely refused to read the king’s decla‘ration in favour of
popery; and though surrounded with courtiers, soldiers,
and informers, he preached a bold and pointed discourse
against it, from Dan. iii. 17, 18, He most cordially ap-
proved of the Revolution of 1688, and was the first who
wrote in defence of it. This work he dedicated to Queen
Mary, consort of William 1II. She presented him to the
living of Epworth, in Lincolnshire, about the year 1693 ;
and in 1723, the living of Wroote was given him in ad-
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dition. He held the living of Epworth more than forty
years; and had Queen Mary lived much longer, it is
probable he would have had a more conspicuous
situation : for which he was amply qualified. He was a
eonstant preacher, a diligent visiter of the sick, and care-
fully watched over all who were committed to his care.
But this did not divert him from literary pursuits;
his most favourite study was the holy scriptures. He
wrote a commentary, in Latin, on the book of Job,
and many other things; was possessed of considerable
poetic talents: but, what is far more important, he was a
man of genuine piety: and firmly attached to justice,
mercy, and truth. His integrity was conspicuous, and
his conduet uniform, and that in various trying situations
in life.  When his sons, John and Charles, were pursuing
a course of piety at Oxford, which would apparently mi-
litate against their preferment, he encouraged them to
go on, wishing them to make Moses’ choice, Heb. xi. 25
Though he had but a small income for a large family, yet
he had always something to give to the needy. In con-
versation he was grave, instructive, and full of anecdote;
and this talent his son John possessed, in a very high de-
gree. In his last moments, he displayed much resigna-
tion and fortitude; and appeared full of faith, peace, and
steadfast hope. He was free from the fear of death, and
desired his children about him, to let him hear them talk
of heaven. |

Mrs. Susannan Wesciy, the mother of the late Mr.
John Wesley, was the youngest daughter of Dr. Samuel
Annesley, and a few years younger than her husband.
She was trained wp in the doctrine and discipline of the
Lord, and was early under religious impressions; she
searched into the evidences of religion; examined the
controversy between the Dissenters and the Established
Church ; and displayed a great concern for the instruc-
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tion and welfare of her children. She was a woman truly
devout. About the year 1700, she made a resolution to
spend one hour, morning and evening, in private prayer
and meditation. And this resolution she sacredly kept
ever after, except when sickness prevented, or something’
absolutely indispensable obliged her to shorten the time.
And, when opportunity offered, she sometimes spent a
little time in these exercises at noon also. ~ At those sea-
sons she often wrote down her thoughts on different reli-
gious subjects. Meantime she was very diligent in busi-
ness, and exceedingly attentive to the concerns of her
family. All her employments were well arranged, by
which she saved much time, and kept her mind from
distraction and perplexity. She had no fewer than nine-
teen children; and ten of these, at least, grew up to be
educated ; they all received the first part of their learning
from her; and, probably, they could not have had a bet-
ter instructor. Disapproving of the common methods
of governing and instructing youth, she adopted others
which she thought more rational. Their rising, and
going to bed; their dressing, eating, and exercise,
were all regulated by rule, except in case of sick-
ness. They were early impressed with -the propriety
of entire obedience to their parents. As soon as they
could speak, they were taught the Lord’s-prayer, and to
repeat it at going to, and rising out of bed; and as they
grew older, they were taught to pray in a larger way.
She made it a rule, never to attempt to teach' them to
read, till they were five years old. As soon as they
knew their letters, they were first put to spell, and read
one line, andthen a verse; always taking care to be per-
fect in their lesson as they went on.

Mrs. Wesley ever discharged the duties of a wife, and
a mother, with the greatest punctuality and diligence.
The letters she wrote to her sons, when at Oxford, give
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a very favourable view, both of her piety and knowledge.
But though a woman of piety, she had not a clear idea
of justification by faith, and the direct witness of the
Spirit, till near her latter end ; which kept her from en-
joying those comforts which would otherwise have been
her portion. However, at last, she was filled with peace
and joy in believing, and left the world with cheering
prospects of eternal happiness : she had no doubt or fear,
nor any desire, but “to depart and be with Christ.”
August 1st. 1742, Mr. John Wesley committed the bedy
of his mother to the earth, in Bumbhill-fields burying-
ground, opposite to which stands the New Chapel, City-
road, where he himself is now buried.

SECT. IIL
Of Mr. Wesley’s Sisters and Brothers.

Mrs. Wesley had several daughters, whose education
she carefully superintended; most of them had fine
poetic geniuses, but especially Mrs. Wricnr, who was
her mother’s tenth or eleventh child. It has been said,
that when she was not more than eight years of age,
she could read the Greek Testament. Being gay,
sprightly, witty, and humourous, her parents felt pain
and fear concerning her, especially as she was some-
times betrayed into little inadvertencies, which, in some
measure, contributed to her unhappiness in future life.
Meeting with a disappointment, she soon after mar-
ried a person, no way adapted to make her happy,
and by whom she was unkindly treated. Her situa-
tion preyed upon her spirits; her health gradually
declined ; and she sunk into such a degree of melan-

1. C
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choly as made her truly wretched. Most of her verses
which have been preserved, were written during this pe-
riod, and though good poetry, bear evident marks of
deep bodily and mental affliction. = But after passing
many years in this gloomy state, she obtained those
comforts of religion, which soothed her mind, and gave
her peace; though she never fully recovered her bodi-
ly health. After persevering in a course of piety for
some years, patientin suffering, and waiting in joyful
hope of a better country, on March 21, 1751, she died
in the Lord. Mr. Charles Wesley, her brother, preached
her funeral sermon, from Isa. Ix. 20. Thy sun shall no
more go down ; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself’;
Sfor the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days
of thy mourning shall be ended.

Another of Mr. Wesley’s sisters was married to a Mr.
Havy, who was one of his pupils at Oxford, and supposed
to be an upright, pious man. In regard of appear-
ance, he was reckoned one of the finest looking men that
ever ascended the pulpit; but the grandeur of his figure
was a snare to his soul. After some years, he deserted
his wife, and led an abandoned course of life; he is said
to have died of a broken heart. Mrs. Hall bore her trials
with remarkable patience and resignation. She survived
all her sisters and brothers, and died about four months
after Mr. John Wesley, on the 12th of July, 1791, in
peace and joyful hope.

SAMUEL WESLEY, junior, was older than his bro-
ther John, almost eleven years, and sixteen older than
Charles. He was sent to Westminster School in 1704,
and admitted a king’s scholar in 1707. Before he left
home, his mother had diligently and successfully taught
him the knowledge of 1ehg10n, and his mind was brought
under religious impressions.  When at school, she wrote
to him, to put him in mind of his obligations to devote
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himself to the service of God, especially as he was in-
tended, by his own choice, for the Christian ministry-
She advised him to be diligent in his studies, and to go
through his employments methodically. She told him,
that when she was at her father’s house, she used to
allow herself as much time for recreation, as she spent in
private devotion ; not that she always spent so much,
but gave herself leave to go so far, but no farther: and
she fixed so much time for sleep, eating, company, &c.
“ Begin and end the day,” said she, ¢ with him, who is
the Alpha and Omega; and if youreally experience what
it is to love God, you will redeem all the time you can
for his more immediate service.”—* Be very strict in ob-
serving the Lord’s-day. In all things endeavour to act
upon principle, and do not live like the rest of mankind,
who pass through the world like straws upon a river,
which are carried which way the stream or wind drives
them.”

When senior scholar at Westminster, the bishop of
Rochester, predecessor of Atterbury, took him to his
seat, at Bromley, in Kent, to read to him in the evenings.
But as he was then eagerly pursuing his studies, what
would have gratified many, greatly mortified him. His
mother’s advices were duly attended to by him, and he
retained his sobriety, the fear of God, and consequently
a regard for religion.

In 1711, he was elected to Christ Church, in Oxford,
‘and here also was deemed an excellent classical scholar.
After he had taken his degree of Master of Arts, he was
sent for to ofticiate at Westminster school ; and soon after
he took orders, under the patronage of Dr. Atterbury,
bishop of Rochester, and dean of Westminster. He be-
came a wise and able preacher, and his conduct was
exemplary, both as a Christian and aminister, He had
a nice sense of honour; was a man of great integrity, and
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greatly hated falsehood and duplicity : he was very hu-
mane, and of a charitable disposition ; and was remark-
able for filial affection, and duty to his parents.

He was greatly esteemed by Lord Oxford, Bishop At-
terbury, Mr. Pope, and several other persons of the first
character and literary talents.

Bishop Atterbury had incurred the hatred of the prime
minister, Sir Robert Walpole, and the rest of the minis-
try, by opposing their measures. And on the 24th of
August, 1722, he was apprehended, under an accusation
of being concerned in a plot for subverting the govern-
ment, and bringing in the Pretender. Mr. Wesley’s in-
timacy with him, made Walpole dislike him also. Yet
Samuel was not disaffected to the present reigning family.
And as he probably considered Bishop Atterbury as
being innocent, his friendship for him remained unal-
tered. His attachment to Atterbury, and his personal
disapprobation of Walpole’s administration, blocked up
his way to preferment at Westminster. He left the situ-
ation in 1732, and became master of the Free Grammar-
School, at Tiverton, in Devon, and presided over it till
he died. 1In 1736, he published a quarto volume of
poems, for which he obtained a numerous and respect-
able list of subscribers. Several of these are very witty
and satirical, as well as instruetive ; and some are grave,
sertous, and descriptive.*

The following beautiful verses were written by him, and
are a paraphrase on those words in the fortieth chapter of
Isaah: Al flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof
as the flower of the field. The grass withereth, and the
Jlower tadetl, but the word of our God shall stand Jor

ever. Tney were occasioned by the death of ayoung
lady.

oy Amew edition of these Poems has been lately published in a pocket
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The morning flow’rs display their sweets,
And gay their silken leaves unfold ;
As careless of the noon-day heats,
And fearless of the evening cold.

Nipp’d by the wind’s unkindly blast,
Parch’d by the sun’s directer ray,
The momentary glories waste,
The short-liv’d beauties die away.

So blooms the human face divine,
When youth its pride of beauty shews ;
Fairer than spring the colours shine,
And sweeter than the virgin rose.

Or worn by slowly rolling years,
Or broke by sickness in a day;
The fading «lory disappears,
The short-liv'd beauties die away.

Yet these new rising from the tomb,
With lustre brighter far shall shine,
Revive with ever-during hloom,
Safe from diseases and decline.

Let sickness blast, and death devour,
If heav’n must recompense our pains ;
Perish the grass, and fade the flow’r,
If firm the word of God remains.

As a high churchman, Mr. S. Wesley had objections
to extempore prayer. In the duodecimo edition of his
poems are the following lines on_forms of prayer, which
for the sprightly turn of thought they contain, we shall
wmsert,

Form stints the spirit, Watts has said,
And therefore oft is wrong ;

At best a erutch the weak to aid,
A cumbrance to the strong.

Old David, both in prayer and praise,
A form for crutches brings ;

But Wetts has dignifi'd his lays,
And furnish’d him with wings.

Ev'n Watts a form for praise can choose,
For prayer, who throws it by ;
Crutches to walk he can refuse,
But uses them to fly.
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Mr. S. Wesley’s principles led him to disapprove of
the conduct of his brothers, John and Charles, when they
became itinerant preachers; several letters passed be-
tween him and his brother John, both on the doctrines
which he taught, and his manner of teaching them.

His health was not good when he left Westminster,
and it was not much improved by his removal to Tiver-
ton. On the night of the 5th of November, 1739, he
went to bed, apparently as well as usnal ; was taken very
ill about three in the morning, and after four hours
illness, died at seven, in the 49th year of his age; and
lies buried in the church-yard at Tiverton, with the fol-
lowing inscription on his grave-stone :

Here lie interr’d
The remains of the Rev. $AMUEL WESLEY, A, M.
Some time Student of Christ Church, Oxon:
A man, for his uncommon wit and learning,
For the henevolence of his temper,
And simplicity of manners
Deservedly beloved and esteemed by all.
An excellent Preacher :
But whose best sermon
Was, the constant example of an edifying life.
So continually and zealously employed -
Inacts of beneficence and charity,
That he truly followed
His blessed Master's example
In going ahout doing good.
Of such serupulous integrity,
That he declined occasions of advancement in the world
Throngh fear of being involved in dangerous compliances
. And avoided the usual ways to preferment
As studiously as many others seek them.
Therefore after a life spent
In the laborious employment of teaching youth,
First, for near twenty years
As one of the Ushers in Westminster School H
Afterwards for seven years
As Head Master of the Free School at Tiverton,
He resigned his soul to God,
Nov. 6, 1739, in the 49th year of his age.

?
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CHARLES WESLEY was born on the 18th of Decem-
ber, in the year 1708, being about five years younger
than his brother John, and sixteen younger than Samuel.
He was born several weeks before the proper time, and
appeared rather dead than alive. He received the first
rudiments of his learning at home, from his mother, as
did all the other children. |

In 1716, he was sent to Westminster School, and
placed under the care of his brother, who was then usher.
Samuel being a high churchman, he instilled the same
principles into his brother Charles.

During his stay at school, Mr, R. Wesley, a gentleman
of large fortune in Ireland, wrote to his father, and asked
if he had a son named Charles ; if so, he would make
him his heir. And for several years Charles’s education
was regularly paid for by a person in London; doubtless
by order of this gentleman., One year a stranger called
called to see him, probably Mr. Wesley himself, talked
Jargely with him, and asked him if he was willing to go
to Ireland. Charles wrote to his father, who left him to
his own choice. He chose to stay in England. The
gentleman then found and adopted another Charles Wes-
ley. From this root sprang the present family, who, by
some alteration, are denominated W-Il-sl-y’s.

In 1721, Charles was admitted a scholar at St. Peter’s
College, Westminster. In 1726, he was elected to
Christ Church, Oxford, at the same time that his brother
John was Fellow of Lincoln College. “ My first year at
College,” said he, “ I lost in diversions ; the next I set
myself to study. Diligence led me into serious think-
ing: I went to the weekly sacrament, and persuaded
two or three young students to accompany me, and ob-
serve the method of study, prescribed by ihe university,
This gained me the harmless name of Methodist.” Does
it not appear from these words of his, that the term
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Methodist, really originated in their rigid adherence to
this method of study? It was easy and natural, to give
the termination 1st to method, and so to denominate an
observer of method, Methodist. Meantime the matural
association of ideas would bring to remembranee, at
least in those readers of Roman history, whose memories
were tenacious and quick, that description of physicians
who were called Methodists. '

In the year 1728, and in the twentieth year of his
age, he began to apply himself more closely to study,
and to be more serious and circumspect in his general
deportment. He became zealous for God, and in his en-
deavours to do good for men, both to their bodies and
souls.

He proceeded to be Master of Arts, in the usual course,
and thought of nothing but of spending all his days at
Oxford, as a tutor in the university. Entering into holy
orders he exceedingly dreaded. But in 1735, his bro-
ther John had such influence over him, as to prevail upon
him to receive ordination, and to accompany him to
Georgia, in North America. Afterwards, he was chiefly
employed in travelling with his brother, through differ-
ent parts of Great Britain and Ireland; and in preach-
ing, and assisting to form and instruct the several
Methodist societies.

His preaching, especially in his younger days, was
frequently attended with extraordinary power, and many
were convinced of sin, and brought truly to repent, and
savingly to believe. He married Miss Saral Gwynne, a
person of respectable family connexions, in the county of
B.l”econ,. in South Wales; and after this, he chiefly di-
vided his time hetween Bristol and London, where he
was very useful in the conversion and spiritual profit of
;ﬁ?:g ﬂa(;lgs As a preacher, he was mighty in the scrip-

S and possessed a remarkable talent of uttering the
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most striking truths with simplicity, brevity, and energy.
He was an excellent poet; and wrote the chief part
of the hymns that are in our large hymn-book, and
in general use in our congregations, and which con-
tinue to be the means of daily edification to thousands.
Had he engaged in the higher walks of verse, there is
no doubt but he would have been esteemed a considera-
ble poet, even by those who now despise his hymns
some of which are certainly among the best pieces in
that species of composition. He wrote short hymns on the
most important passages in the Old and New Testaments,
and in these he has expressed his opinion on the leading
doctrines of the Gospel, with energy and beauty. He
published several volumes of sacred poetry besides.

He was of a warm and lively disposition; of great
frankness and integrity, and generous and steady in his
friendships. His love of 31mp11c1ty, and utter abhorrence
of hypoerisy, and even of affectation in the professms of
rellolon, made him sometimes appear severe on those
who assumed a consequence, on aecount of their expe-
rience, or were pert and forward in talking of themselves
and others. As a husband, a father, and a friend, his
character was amiable.

His lively turn of thought did not leave him in his old
age, as the following lines will testify.

THE MAN OF FASHION.

What is a modern Man of Fashion?

A man of taste and dissipation :

A busy man, W,lﬂlOllt employment,

A bappy man, without enjoyment.

Who squanders all his time and treasures,
On empty joys, and tasteless pleasures ;
Visits, attendance, and attention,

And courtly arts, too low to mention.

In sleep, and dress, and sport, and p!ay,
He throws his worthless life away;

% D
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Has no opinion of his own,

But takes from leading Beaux the ton;
With a disdainful smile or frown,

He on the rif-raf crowd looks down:
The world polite, his friends and he,
And all the rest are—Nobody !

Taught by the Great his smiles to sell,
And how to write, and how to spell ;
The Great his oracles he makes,
Copies their vices and mistakes;
Custom pursues, his only rule,
And lives an ape, and dies a fool!

Mr. C. Wesley had a weak body, and enjoyed but a poor
state of health during most of his life; he brought this on
by toc much study and abstinence at Oxford. In his last
illness he was reduced to extreme weakness ; but he was
filled with humility and resignation. He had no trans-
ports of joy, but a good hope and unshaken confidence
in Christ, which kept his mind in perfect peace.

When near death, and when scarcely able to articulate
his words, his poetic spirit made its last effort in the fol-
lowing lines, which Mrs. Wesley wrote as he dictated :

In age and feebleness extreme,

Who shall a sinful worm redeem?
Jesus, my only hope thou art,
Strength of my failing flesh and heart :
O could I catch a smile from thee,
And drop into eternity.

He died March 29, 1788, aged seventy-nine years and
three months, and was buried in Mary-le-bone church-
yard, at his own desire. The pall was supported by eight
clergymen of the church of England. :

On his tomb-stone is the following inscription. The
poetic lines were written by himself on the death of one of

his friends : they could not be more aptly applied to any
person than to Mr. Charles Wesley.
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Here lie the Remains of
The Rev. CHARLES WESLEY, M. A.
Who departed this Life, March the 29th, 1788,
in the 80th Year of his Age.

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth :
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours ; and their works do follow them.

With poverty of spirit bless'd,

Rest, happy Saint, in Jesus rest;

A Sinner sav'd, through grace forgiven,
Redeem’d from earth to reign in heav’'n!
Thy labours of unwearied love,

By thee forgot, are crown’d above;
Crown’d, through the mercy of thy Lord,
With a free, full, immense reward !

A Tablet to his memory is placed on the right side of
the communion-table of the New Chapel in the City-road,
bearing the following' inscription :

Sacred to the Memory -
Of the late Rev. CHARLES WESLEY, M. A.
Educated at Westminster school,
And sometime student of Christ Church, Oxford ;
As a preacher, he was eminent for abilities, zeal, and usefulness,
Being learned without pride,
And pious without ostentation;
To the sincere diffident Christian,,
A Son of Consolation;
But a Son of Thunder
To the vain boaster, the hypocrite, and the profane,
He was the first who received the name of Methodist,
And joining with his brother the Rev. JorN WESLEY,
In the plan of Itinerant preaching,
Endured hardship, persecution, and disgrace
As a good soldier of JEsus CHRIST :
Contributing largely by the usefulness of his labours
To the first formation of the Methodist Societies
In these kingdoms.
As a Christian Poet, he stood unrivalled,
And his Hymns will convey instruction and consolation
To the faithful in CHRIsT JESUS
As long as the English language shall be understood.
He was born the 18th December, 1708,
And died the 29th March, 1788.
A firm and pious believer in the doctrines of the Gospel,
And a sincere friend to the Church of ENGLAND,
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SECT. IV.

Of Mr. John Wesley, and of the Rise of Methodism—
his Travels to America and Gérmany.

Wuen we view Mr. Jonx WesLEY rising into public no-
tice, from the bosom of a family which had long been vene-
rable for christian knowledge and piety, and surrounded
with such respectable brothers and sisters, we feel our
minds prepared for something great and good, beyond
what is common; and When we proceed to remark his
education, and his religious instruction especially, we
shall see the best foundation laid for useful knowledge,
and genuine Christianity, |

There having been some difference in the accounts
given of Mr. Wesley’s age, by different persons of the
family, the following certificate, sent by his father to the
bishop, before he was ordained priest, will be satisfac-
tory on this point :

“ Epworth, August 23, 1728.

“ John Wesley, M. A. Fellow of Lincoln College, was
twenty-five years old the 17th of June last, having been
baptized a few hours after his birth, by me,

“SamveL WesLey, Rector of Epworth.”

It appears then, by this account, that Mr. Wesley was
born the 17th of June, old style, in the year 1703 ; and
U have heard him say, that he was baptized by the name
of Joun BEnJAMIN ; that his mother had buried two solis,
one called John, and the other Benjamin, and that she
united their names in him. But he never made use of
the second name. :

He received the first rudiments of learning from his
mother, andshe wasadmirably qualified for this office in her -
own family. She was not only attentive to their progress in
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learning, but she likewise endeavoured to give them as
early as possible, just and useful notions of religion. Her
mind seems to have been led to amore than ordinary atten-
tion to hier son John in this respect; for in one of her pri-
vate meditations, when hewas about eight years of age, she
mentions him in a manner that shews how much her heart
was encraged in forming his mind for religion. The me-
ditation is as follows :
“ Evening, May 17, 1711. Son John.

% What shall I render to the Lord for all his mercies ?
The little unworthy praise that 1 can offer, is so mean
and contemptible an offering, that 1 am even ashamed
to tender it. But, Lord, accept it for the sake of Christ,
and pardon the deficiency of the sacrifice.

“ 1 would offer thee myself, and all that thou hast
given me; and I would resolve, (O give me grace to do
it,) that the residue of my life shall be all devoted to thy
service. And 1 do intend to be more particularly care-
ful of the soul of this child, that thou hast so mercifully
provided for,* than ever 1 have been; that I may do
my endeavour to instil into his mind the principles of thy
true religion, and virtue.  Lord, give me grace to do it
sincerely and prudently, and bless my attempts with
good success.”

Her good endeavours were not without the desired ef-
feet; for about this time he began to receive the sacrament.

In 1714, he was placed at the Charter-house,. and be-
came distinguished for his diligence and progress in
learning ; and in 1719, went to Westminster sclzool, where
he made 2 more rapid progress in Hebrew and Greek.

* This alludes to his providential escape from fire, which consumed
his fatlier’s house a little time before. John was the last of the children
that was taken out whilst the house was in flames, and but just in time to
save his life, as the roof fell the moment of his escape, which was effected

by one man stauding on the shoulders of another, and taking him ount of
the window.

.
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Goes to Oxford, is ordained, and elected Fellow of Lincoln College.

Being intended for the church, in 1720 he went to
Oxford, and entered a student at Christ-church college.
His natural temper in his youth was gay and sprightly,
with a turn for wit and humour. When he was about
twenty-one years of age, “ he appeard, as Mr. Badcock
has observed, the very sensible and aeute collegian—a
young fellow of the finest classical taste, of the most
liberal and manly sentiments.” His perfect knowledge
of the classics gave a smooth polish to his wit, and an air
of superior elegance to all his compositions. He had
already begun to amuse himself with writing verses ;
though most of his poetical pieces at this period were, I
believe, either imitations or translations from the Latin.

Shortly after he went to Oxford, he took his degree of
Bachelor of Arts, and was ordained Deacon, September
19, 1725, by Dr. Potter, bishop of Oxford ; and on March
17, 1726, he was elected Fellow of Lincoln college.

His father now invited him to spend some time with
him in the country. Accordingly he left Oxford in April,
and staid the whole summer at Epworth and Wroote.
During this time he usually read prayers and preached
twice on the Lord’s day, and otherwise assisted his fa-
ther as occasion required.

Mr. Wesley returned to Oxford on the 21st of Septem-
ber, and resumed his usual course of studies. His lite-
rary character was now established in the University :
he was acknowledged by all parties to be a man of talent,
and an excellent critic in the learned languages. His
compositions were distinguished hy an elegant simplicity
of style, and justness of thought, that strongly marked
the excellence of his classical taste. His skill in logic,
or the art of reasoning, was universally known and ad-
mired. The high opinion that was entertained of him
in. this respect was soon publicly expressed by choosing
him Greek lecturer and moderator of the classes on the
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7th of November, when he was but little more than
twenty-three years of age.

On the 14th of February, 1727, he took his degree of
Master of Arts, and acquired considerable reputation in
his disputation for his degree.

On Sunday, the 22d of September, 1728, he was or-
dained Priest, by Dr. Potter, who had ordained him
Deacon in 1725. In October he set out for Lincolnshire,
where he acted as curate to his father; and did not
again visit Oxford till the June following. In August he
returned to his charge at Wroote, and continued there
till November; when on receiving a letter from Dr. Morley,
the rector of his college, requesting him to reside at the
university, he quitted his father’s curacy, and went to
reside at Oxford.

He soon became very seriously and exemplarily pious.
This was considerably promoted by reading Bishop Tay-
lor’s Rules and Exercises of Holy Living, and Mr. Law’s
Serious Call toa Holy Life. His example and advice,
under God, induced his brother Charles, who was also
at college, to become pious. They gave great attention
to reading books of devotion, praying much and fervently,
and received the Lord’s Supper every week. Others im-
bibed the same spirit, and associated with them for the
purposes of piety. They regulated their time and em-
ployments by certain rules, which accidentally got them
the nick-name of Methodist. As the disciples of Christ
were first called Christians in Antioch, so John Wesley
and his followers, were first called Methodists at the
University of Oxford.

It is worthy of attention, that this name of Methodist,
which was originally given in derision, has since been
contended for by the Arminians and Calvinists, as being
peculiarly honourable ; while others have gone as far as
conscience would permit, and perhaps sometimes a little
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farther, to escape what they deemed. an odious appel-
lation.

The founders of the Methodists, were students at the
university of Oxford, and were first called the Sacramen-
tarians, then the Godly Club, and finally Methodists. A
Fellow of Merton College, observing the regular method
in which they divided their time between their devotions,
their studies, their vest, &c. said, “ Here is a new set of
Methodists sprung up,” alluding to an- eminent college
of physicians at Rome, who were so called on account of
putting their patients under a peculiar regimen.* But it
is not generally known, that the name of Methodist had
been given long beforg the days of Mr. Wesley, to a re-
ligious party in England, which was distinguished by
some of those marks which are supposed to characterize
the present Methodists. A person called John Spencer,
who was librarian of Sion College, 1657, during the pro-
tectorate of Oliver Cromwell, in a book which he pub-
lished, consisting of extracts from various authors, speaks
of the eloquence and elegance of the sacred Seriptures,
and asks, « where are now our Anabaptists, and plain
pack-staff’ Methodists, who esteem all flowers of rhetoric
in sermons, no better than stinking weeds?’ By the
Anabaptists, we know that he means a denomination of
Christians, which is still in existence; and though we
have not at this time any particular account of the Me-
thodists of that day, it seems very probable that one des-
cription of religionists, during that fertile period, was
denominated Methodists. These, it would seem, distin-
guished themselves by plainness of speech, despising
the ornaments of literature and the charms of eloquence
i their public discourses. This might have been known
to the Fellow of Merton College, who gave the Oxonian
Pietists the name of Methodists, though it seems probable

* See Mosheim's Eccles. Hist, Cent, 17. Sect. 2. p. 1.
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Mr. Wesley never caught the idea.* Gale also, in his
fourth Part of the Court of the Gentiles, mentions a
religions sect, whom he ealls “ The New Methodists.”

In 1732, this pious company were joined by Mr, Ben-
Jamin Inglfam, and soon after by Mr.James Hervey; and in
1735, Mr. George Whitefield, was addéd to the number.
These were all collegians, and must be ¢onsidered as the
Jirst Methodists. But how greatly has this grain of mus-
tard-seed grown and spread! Mr. Wesley says, « In
1729, my brother and I reading the Bible, saw inward
and outward holiness, followed after it, and incited others
so to do. In 1737, we saw that this holiness comes by
faith, and that men are justified before they are sanctified.
Baut still holiness was oar point, tnward and orntward ho-
finess. _

The first sermon he delivered extempore, was in
All-Hallow’s Church, Lombard-street, London, in the
beginuing of the year 1735. At that time, and for years
after, to preach without a book was considered as a very
wonderful thing.

In 1735, he was prevailed upon to go as a missionary
to Georgia, in America. In the ship in which he erossed
the Atlantic ocean, he became acquainted with the Mo-
ravians. By them he was taught the way of the Lord
more perfectly ; particularly, that holiness comes by faith,

On Tuesday, Oct. 14, 1735, Mr. Wesley, his brother
Charles, Mr. Benjamin Ingham, and Mr. Delamotte, son
of a merchant in London, took boat for Gravesend, in
order to embark for Georgia. Their motive in leaving
their native country, was not to gain riches or honour,
but to glorify God.

Mr. Wesley immediately began to learn the German lan-

* See Spencer’s Things New aud Old, p. 161. A, D. 1658.
2. E
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guage, inorder to converse with the Moravians, twenty-six
of whom were on board. On Sunday the 19th, he preach-
ed extempore, and then administered the Lord’s supper.

After they got to sea, their common way of living was
this: from four to five in the morning, they employed in
private prayer. From five to seven they read the bible
together, carefully comparing it with the writings of the
earliest ages. At seven they breakfasted; and at eight
had public prayers.  From nine to twelve, Mr. Wesley
usually learned German, his brother Charles wrote ser-
mons, Mr. Delamotte learned Greek, and Mr. Ingham
instructed the children. About one they dined. From
dinner to four, they spent in reading to such as each of
them had taken into a sort of charge, or in talking se-
riously to them. At four were evening prayers; when
either the second lesson was explained (as it always was
in the morning), or the children. were catechised and
instructed.  From five to «ix they again used private
prayer. From six to seven he read in their cabin to two
or three of the passengers (about eighty of whom were .
on board), and each of his brethren did the same to a few
more in other cabins. At seven he joined with the Ger-
mans in their publie service; and Mr. Ingham read be-
tween decks to as many as desired to hear. At eight they
met again to exhort and instruct one another. Between
nine and ten they went to bed, and neither the roaring of
the sea, nor the.motion of the ship, could deprive them
of the refreshing sleep which God gave them.

In an early part of their voyage, they encountered
three storms, and the third was a very violent one.
“ The waves of the sea were mighty, and raged horribly.
They rose up to the heaven above, and clave down to
hell beneath.” After prayers, they spent two or three
hours in conversing suitably to the occasion, confirming
one another in a calm submission to the wise, holy, and
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Arrives at Savannah—observes the behaviour of the Germans.

gracious will of God. And now a storm did not appear
so terrible as before.

Mr. Wesley had before observed the great seriousness
of the Germans, as well as their humility, meekness, and
patience. He had now an opportunity of seeing how far -
they were delivered from the spirit of fear. When in the
midst of the Psalm with which their service began, the
sea broke over them, and split the mainsail in pieces,
covered the ship, and poured in between the decks, as if
the great deep had already swallowed them up; a ter-
rible scream began among the English; but the Germans
calmly sung on. Mr. Wesley afterwards asked one of
them, < Were you not afraid ?” He answered, “ I thank
God, No.” Mr. Wesley asked, ¢« But were not your wo-
men and children afraid?” The Germans mildly replied
“ No; our women and children are not afraid to die.”
From the Germans Mr. Wesley went to the crying and
trembling English, and pointed out to them the diffe-
rence, in the hour of trial, between him that feareth God,
and him that feareth him not.

After falling in with the skirts. of a hurricane, and
encountering another storm, on the 5th of February,
they arrived safe in the Savannah River, and cast anchor.
The next morning, about eight o’clock, they first set foot
an American land, Mr. Oglethorpe, the governor of the
Colony, and with whom they had crossed the Atlantic
ocean, led them to a rising ground, where they all kneel-
ed down to return thanks to God.

The house in which Mr. Wesley and his companions
were to reside, not being ready, they took up their lodgings
with the Germans. “ We had now,” says Mr. Wes-
ley, ¢« an opportunity, day by day, of observing their
whole behaviour. They were always employed, always
cheerful, and in good humour one with another. They
had put away all anger, strife, wrath, bitterness, cla-
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mour and evil speaking. They walked worthy of the
vocation wherewith they were called, and aderned the
doctrine of Ged their Saviour in all things.” Again, says
Mr. Wesley, ¢ After several hours spent in conference
and prayer, they proceeded to the election and ordina-
tion of a bishop. The great simplicity, as well as so-
lemnity of the whole, almost made me forget the seven-
teen hundred years between, and imagine myself in one
of those assemblies, where form and state were not ; but
Paul the tent-maker, or Peter the fisherman presided ;
yet with the demonstration of the spirit and of power,”

Sunday, March the 7th, he entered upon his ministry
at Savannah, by preaching on the epistle for the day,
1 Cor. xiii.  His congregations and prospects were at first
very encouraging, and he was ready to form very sanguine
expectations as to the success of his labours. He bestow-
ed part of his labowrs upon Frederica; and upon one
occasion especially was in very great danger of losing his
life by drowning, between that place and Savannah.

Not finding any door open for the prosecution of the
grand design which induced him to go to Ameriea, the
conversion of the Indians, he and his eompanions eon-
sidered in what way they might be the most useful te their
charge at Savannah, And they agreed, 1. To advise the
more serious among them to form themselves into a sort
of little society, and to meet once or twice a week in order
to improve, instruct, and exhort one another. 2. To
select out of these a smaller number for a more intimate
union with each other. It is very probable that this plan
was adopted from a similar one which they saw among
the Germans ; and here was the origin of Classes and
Bands among the Methodists, which have been so useful
to myriads, :

He wished to go and preach to the Indians, but the
way was not open :wthe tribes being then much engaged
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Congerses with the Indians—1their manner of living—returns to England.

in private wars. He says, ¢ Thursday, July 1, the
Indians had an audience, and another on Saturday, when
Chicali their head man, dined with Mr. Oglethorpe. After
dinner, I asked the grey-headed old man, « What he
thought he was made for #” He said, « He that is above,
knows what he made us for; we know nothing. We are
in the dark; but white men know much; and yet white
men build great houses, as if they were to live for ever.
But white men ecannot live for ever. In a little time,
white men will be dust as well as 1.7 Mr., Wesley told
him, « If red men will learn the good book, they may
know as much as white men. But neither we nor you
can understand that book, unless we are taught by him
that is abeve; and bhe will not teach, unless you avoid
what you already know is not good.” The Indian an-
swered, < I believe that ; he will not teach us, while our
hearts are not white. And our men do what they know
is not good: they kill their own children. And our
women do what they know is not good: they kill the
child before it is born. Therefore he that is above does
not send us the good book.” = He had several other inter-
esting conversations with some of the principal Indians,
which will be found in ‘his firs¢ Journal.

A Frenchman, who had been a prisoner of war for some
months among these Indians, gave Mr. Wesley the follow-
ing account of their manner of life. He said, “ They do
nothing' but eat, drink, and smoke, from morning till
night, and in a manner from night till morning. For they
rise at any hour of the night when they wake ; and after
eating and drinking as much as they can, go to sleep
again.”  And here is a true Delineation of' the Religion
of Nature. .

December 24, 1737, he sailed over Charles-town-har,
in the Samuel, Captain Piercy, and landed at Deal, on
the first of February, Mr. Whitefield had just sailed
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The reason of his leaving America, with refleciions on his going thither,

for America; neither of them knowing any thing of the
others situation, or designs,

Mr. Wesley’s departure from America was expedited
by an event, which he does not fully explain in his Jour-
nal, which has caused some to hesitate respecting the
propriety of his conduct: or at least that propriety which

might be expected in so eminent 2 man. But, his biogra-
- phers, Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, have thrown such light
upon the affair, as must do away all suspicions withregard
to the integrity of Mr. Wesley’s conduct. It appears
that a deep-laid scheme was plotted with design to ruin
him in the highest sense of the word. But his soul escap-
ed as a bird out of the snare, and he held fast faith, and a
good conscience. He arrived in London, after an ab-
sence of two years and four months.

In the begmning of the second Journal, he says,
“ Many reasons I have to bless God, (though the de-
sign I went upon did not take effect,) for my having
been carried into that strange land, contrary to all my
preceding resolutions. Hereby, I trust he hath in some
measure humbled me and proved me, and shewn me what
was in my heart. Hereby Ihave been taught to beware
of men. Hereby I am come to know assuredly, that if
m all our ways we acknowledge God, he will, where rea-
son fails, direct our paths, by lot or by the other means
which he knoweth. Hereby I was delivered from the
fear of the sea, which I had both dreaded and abhorred
from my youth. Hereby God has given me to know
many of his servants, particularly those of the church of
Hernhuth. Hereby my passage is open to the writings. of
holy men, in the German,Spanish,and Italian tongues, &e.”’

He had not been a week in London, before he met with
Peter Boehler, a Moravian Bishop, just landed from Ger-
many.  With this good man he became very Intimate,
and it was by him he was convinced of the want of that
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faith whereby alone we are saved. He immediately began
to preach according to his new views ; and the first per-
son to whom he offered salvation by faith alone was a
prisoner, of the name of Clifford, under sentence of death.
It was with this man, that Mr. Wesley first prayed extem-
pore. After a space, he rose up, and eagerly said, « I
am now ready to die: I know Christ has taken away my
sins, and there is no more condemnation for me.” The
same composed cheerfulness accompaniéd him when car-
ried to the place of execution ; and in his last moments
he was the same, enjoying a perfect peace, in confidence
that he was accepted in the Beloved. '

Mr. Wesley, and his friends, now began to form them-
selves into a little society, as had been done before at
Oxford, and afterwards in Georgia ; and agreed upon cer-
tain rules for the regulation of their life and conduct. He
preached frequently in different churches, but generally
gave offence to the rich by his doctrine, so that one
church after another was shut against him. As yet, he
had not that faith in Christ that brings peace and assur-
ance, accompanied with the Spirit of God witnessing with
the spirit of believers. But he soon obtained this ines-
timable blessing ; for one evening in May, he went to a
Christian society in Aldersgate-street, where one was
reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans.
About a quarter before nine, says he, ¢ while he was de-
scribing the change which God works in the heart through
faith in Christ, 1 felt.my heart strangely warmed, I felt
I did trust in Christ : Christ alone, for salvation ; and an
assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins,
even mine, and saved me, from the law of sin and death.”

Shortly after this, he determined, if God should permit,
to retire for a short time into Germany; he had formed
this resolution before he left America, hoping that some
conversation with those holy men whom he expected te
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Embarks for Holland, and travels through Germany.

find at Hernhuth, who were themselves living witnesses
of the full power of faith, and who knew how to bear
with them who were weak, would eontribute to his estab-
lishment in true religion. He embarked at London,
June 13th, and on the 15th reached Rotterdam in Hol-
fand.

In travelling through Holland and Germany, he con-
versed with, and was hospitably entertained by many
persons, who were happy partakers of the faith of the
gospel ; this was the case, especially at Marienbourn,
where he first conversed with Count Zinzendorf, and
nther eminent witnesses of the power of true religion.

On Tuesday, the first of August, he arrived at Hern-
huth, a settlement of the Moravians, m upper Lusatia.
Hernhuth is a village, that at that time contained about
a4 thousand inhabitants, gathered out of different nations,
and who had fied thither to escape the pollutions of the
world, that they might live wholly to God, in discipline,
as well as in faith and practice. Here was a body of
truly primitive apostolic Christians. No immorality was
allowed among them, and every branch of pure and un-
defiled religion was zealously enforced. Here Mr. Wes-
ley conversed with persons of deep understanding and
experience in the things of God, and heard many of them
preach, to his great edification and the establishment of
his soul in the truth as it is in Jesus. One of them gave
him, at his request, the following definition of the full
assurance of faith; « Repose in the blood of Christ; a
firm confidence in God, and persuasion of his favour ;
serene peace and tranquillity of mind, with a deliverance
from fleshly desire, and from every outward and inward
sin. In a word, the heart which before was tossed like a
troubled sea, is still and quiet, and in a sweet calm.”
These Moravian brethren claim kindred, in a spiritual
sense, with Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John Huss.
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Mr. Wesley’s second Journal will give the reader much
interesting information respecting the church at Hern-
huth, and the school, or academy, at that place.

In his return from Hernhuth, he learnt that the Luthe-
rans, as well as the Papists, were great enemies to the
Moravian brethren. He spent a night or two in Mentz,
and while there, went to the great church, and copied
from a paper on the door, a notice, of which the following
is a transiation.

“ A full Release for the poor Souls in Purgatory.

“ His Papal Holiness, Clement XII. hath this year,
1738, on the 7th of August, most graciously privileged
the Cathedral church of St. Christopher in Mentz, so that
every priest, as well secular as regular, who will read
mass at an altar for the soul of a Christian departed, on
any holiday, or on any day within the octave thereof, or
on two extraordinary days, to be appointed by the ordi-
nary, of any week in the year, may each time deliver a
soul out of the fire of purgatory.”

After an absence of three months, on the 16th of
September, Mr. Wesley returned to London, and preach-
ed wherever he was invited, in the churches in that
city ; boldly declaring, by grace ye are saved through

faith. This doctrine was opposed by most of the cler-
gy; and in most places, the genteel part of the congre-
gation was offended at the crowds that followed him, so
that he was frequently told after preaching, that he must
preach there no more. This at length became so general,
that it amounted to an exclusion from almost all the
«churches in London.

Having now passed through all the preparatory steps,
and being every way qualified and prepared, the Lord
soon led him forth in the way in which he intended him
to go, and begun to work mightily by his ministry.

2. : F
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SECT. V.

Of Mr. Wesley’s Labours as an itinerant Preacher, and
the Progress of Methodism till the first Conference in
1744,

In 1739, Mr. Wesley having been denied the use of
the churches in London, by which means his opportu-
nities of preaching hecame very limited, and as he durst
not be silent, at the request of Mr. Whitefield, he went
to Bristol; and for the first time preached in the open
air, in that city, in opposition to his former netions and
habits. But he observes, “ I have since seen abundan t
reason to adore the wise providence of God herein,
making a way for myriads of people, who never troubled
any church, or were likely so to do, to hear that word
which they soon found to be the power of Ged unto sal-
vation.”

On Sunday, the first of April, he was invited to a
little society of serious people, who had been accus-
tomed to meet together for devotional purposes in
Nicholas street, to whom he expounded our Lord’s ser-
mon on the mount: “ One pretty remarkable pre-
cedent, says he, of field preaching, though I suppose
there were churches at that time also.”” « Monday the
second,” he continues, “ I submitted to be more vile, and
proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of salvation,
speaking from a little eminence in a ground adjoining to
the city, to about three thousand people.” His preach-
ing was attended with surprising success, so that in a
very short time, a few, and afterwards a greater number,
agreed to meet together to edify and strengthen one
another, as the people already did in London.
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He continued in Bristol and its neighbourhood till
June ; and thus describes his public labours through the
week. ¢« Every morning, I read prayers and preached
at Newgate. Every: evening I expounded a portion of
scripture, at one or more of the societies. Or Monday
in the afternoon, I preached abroad near Bristol; on
Tuesday at Bath and Two-Mile-Hill alternately. On
Wednesday, at Baptist Mills. Every other Thursday,
near Pensford. Every other Friday, at Kingswood. On
Saturday in the afternoon, and Sunday morning, in the
Bowling Green. On Sunday, at eleven, at Hanham
Mount: at two, at Clifton ; at five, at Rose Green.”

He tells us, he could scarcely reconcile himself at first
to this strange way of preaching in the fields and high-
ways ; “ having been, says he, till very lately, so tena-
cious of every point relating to decency and order, that
I should have thought the saving of souls almost a sin,
if it had not been done iz a church.”

It has been often suggested by his opponents, that the
plan of Methodism was the result of a long premeditated
design: but on a careful examination into the very
minutie of his life till this time, no such design appears.
He positively asserts the contrary, and every circumstance
collected from his private papers confirms the truth of his
assertion. In what he did, he appears to have followed
the openings of Providence.

He was now attacked by friends as well as enemies,
for his irreqularity. To one who had expostulated with
him on this subject, (I believe the late Rev. James
Hervey,) he thus expresses himself in a letter: « As to’
your advice that I should settle in College, I have no
business there, having now no oftice, and no pupils.
And whether the other branch of your proposal be expe-
dient, viz. to accept of a cure for souls, it will be time

- enough to consider when one is offered to me. But in
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the mean time, you think, I ought to be still ; because
otherwise I should mmvade anotlier’s oftice. You accord-
ingly ask, how it is that 1 assemble Christians, whe are
none of my charge, to sing psalms, and pray, and hear
the scriptures expounded : and think it hard to justify
doing this, in other men’s parishes, upon catholic prin-
ciples ?

“ Permit me to speak plainly. 1If by catholic prinei-
ples, you mean any other than spiritual, they weigh
nothing with me: I allow no other rule, whether of faith
or practice, than the holy scriptures.  But on scriptural
principles, I do not think it hard to justify whatever T
do. God in scripture commands me, according to my
power, to instruct the ignorant, reformn the wicked, con-
firm the virtuous. Man forbids me to do this, in another’s
parish ; that is, in effect, not to do it at all; seeing I
have now no parish of my own, nor probably ever shall.
Whom then shall T hear? God or man? If it be just to
obey man rather than God, judge you. A dispensation of
the gospel is committed to me, and woe is me if I preach
not the gospel. But where shall I preach it upon the
principles you mention?—not in any of the christian
parts, at least, of the habitable earth. For all these are,
after a sort, divided into parishes. Suffer me to tell you
my principles in this matter. 1 look upon all the world
as my parish ; thus far I mean, that m whatever part of
it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden duty,
to declare unto all that are willing' to hear, the glad-
tidings of salvation. This is the work which I know
God has called me to: and sure 1 am, that his bless-
ing attends it. Great encouragement have I there-
fore, to be faithful in fulfilling the work he hath given
me to do. His servant I am, and as such am employed
according to the plain direction of his word, as I have
opporiunity doing good to all men.” And his providence
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clearly concurs w 1th his Word ; which has dlsenoao ed
me from all things else, that T might singly '1ttend on
this very thing, and go about doing good.”

We have here a specimen of the manner in which
Mr. Wesley reasoned, to satisfy himself that his con-
duct was justifiable before God and man. His argu-
ments are taken from the obligation laid upon him to
preach the gospel, the necessity of his situation, and the
success of his labours. It is evident through the whole
of his history, that, in addition to the two first considera-
tions, the success of his labours in diffusing knowledge
among the people, and in reforming their manners, bore
down all objections in his mind, against the irregula-
rity of his proceedings.

On the twelfth of May, the foundation stone was laid
in Bristol, of the first Methodist chapel in England.

In August, this year, Mr. Wesley had a conversation
with the bishop of Bristol, on Justification by faith alone ;
a part of which has been preserved.

Biskop “ Why, Sir, our faith itself is a good work, it
is a virtuous temper of mind.

Wesley. My Lord, whatever faith is, our church as-
serts, we are justified by faith alone. But how it can be
ealled a good work, I see not: it is the gift of God ; and
a gift that presupposes nothing in us, but sin and misery.

B. How, Sir! Then you make God a tyrannical Being,
if he justifies some without any goodness in them pre-.
ceding, and does not justify all. If these are not justified
on account of some moral ooodnesq in them, why are not
those justified too ?

W. Because, my Lord, they resist his Spirit; because
they will not come to him that they may have life; be-
cause they suffer him not, to work in them both to will
and to do. They cannot be saved, because they will not
believe.
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B. Sir, what do you mean by faith ¢

W. My Lord ; by justifying faith I mean, a conviction
wrought in a man by the Holy Ghost, that Christ hath
loved him, and given himself for him, and that through
Christ, his sins are forgiven.

B. 1 believe some good men have this, but not all.
But how do you prove this to be the justifying faith
taught by our church ? .

W. My Lord, from her Homily on Salvation, where
she describes it thus ; A sure irust and confidence which
a man hath in God, that through the merits of Christ his
sins are_forgiven, and he reconciled to the favour of God.

B. Why, Sir, this is quite another thing.

W. My Lord, I conceive it to be the very same.

B. Mr. Wesley, I will deal plainly with you. 1 once
thought you, and Mr. Whitefield, well-meaning men ;
but 1 cannot think so now. For I have heard more of
you : matters of fact, Sir. And Mr. Whitefield says in
his Journal, ¢ There are promises still to be fulfilled in
me.” Sir, the pretending to extraordinary revelations,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, is a horrid thing, a very hor-
rid thing!

W. My Lord, for what Mr. Whitefield says, Mr.
Whitefield, and not I, is accountable. I pretend to no
extraordinary revelations, or gifts of the Holy Ghost:
none but what every Christian may receive, and ought
to expect and pray for. But I do not wonder your lord-
ship has heard facts asserted, which if true, would prove
the contrary: nor do I wonder, that your lordship, be-
lieving them true, should alter the opinion you once had
of me. A quarter of an hour I spent with your lordship
before, and about an hour now: and perhaps you have
never conversed one other hour with any one .who spake
in my favour. But how many with those who spake on
the other side! so that your lordship could not but think
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as you do. But pray, my Lord, what are those facts you
have heard ? |

B. 1 hear you administer the sacrament in your so-
cieties.

W. My Lord, 1 never did yet, and I believe never
shall.

B. 1 hear too, many people fall into fits in your socie-
ties, and that you pray over them.

W. 1 do so, my Lord, when any shew by strong cries
and tears, that their soul is in deep anguish; 1 frequently
pray to God, to deliver them from it, and our prayer is
often heard in that hour.

B. Very extraordinary indeed! Well, Sir, since you
ask my advice, I will give it you very freely. You have
no business here. You are not commissioned to preach
in this diocese, Therefore, I advise you to go hence.

W. My Lord, my business on earth is, to do what good
I can. Wherever therefore, I think I can do most good,
there must I stay, so long as I think so. At present 1
think T can do most good here: therefore, here I stay.
As to my preaching here, a dispensation of the gospel is
committed to me, and woe is me if I preach not the gos-
pel, wherever 1 am in the habitable world. Your lord-
ship knows, being ordained a priest, by the commission
I then received, I am a priest of the church universal :
and being ‘ordained as Fellow of a College, I was not
limited to any particular cure, but have an indeterminate
commission to preach the word of God, in any part of
the ‘church of England. 1 do not therefore conceive,
that in preaching here by this commission, I break any
human law. When 1T am convinced 1 do, then it will be
time to ask, ¢ Shall T obey God or man? But if I'should
be convinced in the mean while, that I could advance the
glory of God, and the salvation of souls in any other place,
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more than in Bristol ; in that hour, by God’s help, I will
go hence; which till then I may not do.”

Methodism now began to make a rapid progress, and
gocieties were formed, not only in London and Bristol,
but in many adjacent places ; and some even at a consi-
derable distance. The colliers at Kingswood, a people
famous till now for neither fearing God, nor regarding
man : so ignorant of the things of God, that they seemed
but one remove from the beasts that perish, were visited
by Mr. Wesley; and by the grace of God his labours
among this uncivilized people were not in vain. Before
the Methodists began to preach at Kingswood, the col-
liers were a terror to the whole country round ; but the
change produced by their preaching was so great and
sudden, as to excite universal attention and admiration.

After a short visit to London, Mr. Wesley again return-
ed to Bristol ; and in October, upon a pressing invitation
he set out for Wales. The churches were here also shut
against him, as in England, and he preached in private
houses or in the open air, to a willing people, who ap-
peared ripe for the gospel.

The same year, (the churches having been shut against
him) he made a virtue of necessity, and stood up in
Moorfields and other public places in London, and
preached the gospel to vast multitudes. November 11,
this year, he began to preach in a building in Moorfields,
London, in which the king’s cannon had formerly been
cast, and which was many years after known by the
name of The Foundry. 1t was at this time, that class-
meetings were instituted, as we learn from the introduc-
tion to the rules of the society. However, it appears that
this institution was not properly organized and establish-
ed till the year 1742.

In February, 1742, many persons met together at
Bristol, to consult with Mr. Wesley concerning a proper
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method  of paying the public debt, contracted by . build-
ing. Nearly three years before this period, a house had
been built here, called the New Room :; and notwith-
- standing the subscriptions and public collections made
at the time to defray the expense, a large debt remained
upon it. And it was now agreed, 1. That every member
of the society who was able, should contribute a penny a
week. 2. That the whole society should be divided into
little companies or classes, about twelve in each class:
and, 3. That one person in each class should receive the
contribution of the rest, and bring it to the stewards
weekly.

In March, the same thing was also done in London,
though for a different purpose. ¢ I appointed, says Mr.
Wesley, several earnest and sensible men to meet me,
to whom I shewed the great difficulty 1 had long found,
of knowing the people who desired to be under my care.
After much discourse, they all agreed, there could be no
better way to come to a sure, thorough knowledge of
each person, than to divide them into classes like those
at Bristol, under the inspection of those in whom I could
most confide. This was the origin of our classes in Lon-
don, for which I can never sufficiently praise God: the
unspeakable usefulness of the institution, having ever
since been more and more manifest.”

The person appointed to visit and watch over these
little companies or classes, was called the leader of that
class to which he received his appointment. Mr. Wesley
called the leaders together, and desired that each would
make a particular inquiry into the behaviour of those he
'saw weekly. " They did so: and many disorderly walk-
ers were detected. Some were turned from the evil of
their ways, and some put away from the society. The
rest saw it with fear, and rejoiced unto God with reve-
rence. At first the leaders visited each person at his own
3. G
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A Tickets given to members of the society.

house ; but this was soon found inexpedient. It required
more time than the leaders had to spare; many persons
lived with masters, mistresses, or relations, where they
could not be so visited ; and where misunderstandings
had arisen between persons in the same class, it was more
convenient to see them face to face. On these, and some
other considerations, it was agreed, that each leader
should meet his class all together, once a week, at a time
and place most convenient for the whole. He began
and ended the meeting with singing and prayer; and
spent an hour in conversing with those present, one by
one. By this means a more full inquiry was made into
the behaviour of every person; advice or reproof was
given as need required ; misunderstandings were remov-
ed, and brotherly-love promoted. |

As the people increased, and societies were multiplied,
Mr. Wesley found it necessary to add some further regu-
Iations, to ascertain who belonged to the society, and to
prevent improper persons from imposing upon him. To
every person therefore, of whose seriousness and good
conversation he had no doubt, he gave a ticket, on which
was printed a short portion of scripture, and on which he
wrote the date and the person’s name. He who received
a ticket was by that made a member of the society, and
immediately appointed to meet in some one of the classes:
and this method of admitting members was adopted
throughout the whole Methodist connection. These
tickets, therefore, introduced those who bore them, into
fellowship one with another, not only in one place, but
in every place where any might happen to come. As
they were common to all the members of the societies
every where, so a stranger in any place, who held one, '
was immediately received as a brother, and admitted to
their private assemblies. But lest any improper person
should be suffered to continue in the society, and bring
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The origin of watch-nights— Lay-preachers first employed.
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disgrace on the whole body by bad conduct, it was agreed

that these tickets should have no force for a longer time

than three months. Mr. Wesley determined, that, where
he could stay a few days, he would speak with every
member of the society once a quarter, and change the
tickets: and that the preachers appoiated to act as his
assistants, should every where do the same. By this
means the tickets were changed four times in a year ;.
and this was called visiting the classes. Mr. Wesley ob-
serves, “ By these (tickets) it was easily distinguished,
when the society were to meet apart, who were members
of it, and who not. These also supplied us with a quiet
and inoffensive method of removing any disorderly mem-
ber, who has no new ticket at the next quarterly visita-
tion, and hereby it is immediately known, that he is no
longer of the community.”

April 9, 1742, the first watch-night was held in Lon-
don. The custom originated with the colliers of Kings-
wood, near Bristol, who had been in the habit, when
slaves to sin, of spending every Saturday night at the
ale-house. They now devoted that night to prayer and
singing of hymns, Mr. Wesley hearing of this, and of
the good that was done, resolved to make it general.
At first, he ordered watch-nights to be kept once a
month, when the moon was at the full : and afterwards
fixed them for once a quarter.

About. this period, Mr. Wesley began to employ a few
laymen to assist him in the work ; Mr. Maxfield was
among the first. He was remarkably useful, and excited
the astonishment of those who heard him; and from
this time the number of laymen gradually increased in
proportion to the increase of the societies, and the want
of preachers’; the clergy generally standing at a distance

from a plan of so much labour.
Mr. Wesley had now a call to extend his labours
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Ay, John Nelson first preaches at Girstal in Yorlkshirve.

further North, than he had hitherto done. John Nelson,
a mason of Birstal, in Yorkshire, had been in London
some time, and heard the gospel, at the Foundry. His
understanding was informed, his conscience awakeued,
and feeling the whole energy of the truths he heard deli-
vered, he received that peace, which the Apostle speaks
of, as the fruit of justifying faith. e received the know-
ledge of salvation by the remission of lis sins. He had
full employment and large wages in London, but he
found a constant meclination to return to his native place.
He did so; and his relations and acquaintance soon
began to inquire what he thought of this new faith,
which had occasioned much noise and talk in York-
shire.  John told them point blank, this new faith,
as they called it, was the old faith of the gospel: and
related to them his own experience. This was soon
noised abroad ; and more and more came to inquire con-
cerning these strange things. Some put him upon the
proof of the great truths such inquiries naturally led him
to mention. And thus he was brought unawares to
quote, explain, compare, and enforce several parts of
scripture. This he did at first, sitting in his house,
till the company increased so that the house could not
contain them. Then he stood at the door, which he was
commonly obliged to do in the evening, as soon as he
came from work. His word was soon made a blessing to
the people : many believed his report, and were turned
from darkness to light, and from the power of sin and
Satan unto the living God. Mr. Ingham hearing of this
came to Birstal, inquired into the facts, talked with John
himself in the closest manner, both touching his know-
ledge and experience. The result was, he encouraged
him to proceed, and invited him to come, as often as con-
venient, to any of those places where he himself had
been, and speak to the people as God should enable
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Mr, Wesley visits Birstal and Neui-ast[e-upon-Tyne.

him, Things being in this state, John Nelson, invited
Mr. Wesley to come down amongst them; and May 26,
he arrived at Birstal. Ifere he found a lay-preacher,
who, undeniably, had done much good. Many of the
greatest profligates in all the country were now changed.
Their blasphemies were turned to praise. The whole
town wore a new face: such a change did Ged work by
the artless testimony of one plain man! Mr. Wesley was
so fully convinced of the great design of a preached gos-
pel, that if sinners were truly converted to God, and a
decent order preserved in hearing the word, he thought
it a matter of less consequence, whether the instrument
of the good dene, was a layman, or reqularly ordained.
And if a regularly ordained preacher did ne good, and a
layman by preaching did ; it was easy to judge which
was acting most agreeably to the design of the gospel,
and most for the benefit of society. It is probable that
such reflections as these had arisen in his mind on the
fact before him ; and his judgment was confirmed by
repeated facts of the same kind which occurred. And
thus he was induced to make use of the labours of lay-
men on a more extensive scale than had hitherto been
allowed.

After preaching at Birstal, he went forward to New-
castle-upon-Tyne. Having witnessed the success of the
gospel among the colliers at Kingswood, he had long
had a desire to visit those about Newcastle, and now ac-
complished his wish ; at least in part, and made way for
future visits. He was not known to any person in New-
castle ; and therefore he, and John Taylor, who travelled
with him, put up at an inn. On walking through the
town, after taking some refreshment, lie observes, « I wag
surprised : so much drunkenness, cursing, and swearing,
even from the mouths of little children, do I never re-
member to have seen and heard before in so short a time,
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Freaches on a hill to a4 vast mulitiude of people.

Sunday, May 30, at seven in the morning, he walked
down to Sandpate, the poorest and most contemptible
part of the town, and standing at the end of the street
with John Taylor, began to sing the hundredth psalm.
“ Three or four people, says he, came out to see what
was the matter, who scon increased to four or five hun-
dred. I suppose there might be twelve or fifteen hun-
dred before § had done preaching : to whom I applied
" those solemn words, He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised jfor our imiquities; the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him, and by his stripes we
are healed.

“ Observing the people when I had done, to stand
gaping and staring upon me with the most profound as-
tonishment, [ told them, If you desire to know who I am,
my name is John Wesley. At five in the evening, with
God’s help, 1 design to preach here again. At five, the
hill on which I designed to preach, was covered from the
top to the bottom. I never saw so large a number of
people together, either in Moorfields, or at Kennington
Conumon. 1 knew it was not p