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p R E F A c E~ 

~f.B£~~~S])? fl E following Letters ioere ·written 
Ji,:. 4r:;itri~" ~ ,.,~ . 1 

<:Y~11\·' ;; ~~)~ by my late Brother, in anfc»er to a 
fP.-1• L cq~ " , . . 
~~ev .. " \~f:--l'J) Piece, which 1.oas fir fl Jent him from 
~\,Q~-~::::n h 
~~~Z:16~~ t e Rev. Mr. John Vvefley, by 
way o.f pri·vate L etter, containing Jome Remarks 
which that Gentleman had made on reading Theron, 
and Afpafio. When my Brother h~d read it over, 
he thought it befl to be filcnt, as it contained no
thing which could materially cif[efl his judgment 
in l?..egard to the "f/Vork it cenfured ~· For this Rea
Jon, as well as for Peace S(! ke, he lo~)'ed it by hi1n 
unanfwered.-l'vfr. vVefley then publi.fled a .Pam
phlet, 'Which he intit!ed, A Prefervative againft 
unfettl~ Notions in Religion ; in which, 
he printed the above-mentioned Letter. 

This my Brother looked upon as a S;tmmons to 
the Bar of the Public, and upon this Occajion, in 
a Letter to a Friend, dated June 23, 1758, 
writes as fellows, 

A 2 [" My 



• lV P R E FA C E . 
[" My dear Friend, 

" I little thought, when I put Mr. Wefiey's 
" Manufcript into your I-land, that I jhould Jee 
" it in Print Jo faon. I took very little Notice 
" of it, and let it lie by me fever al Months, ~with
" out giving it an attentive Co1!fideration *. It 
" feemed to rne Jo palpably ·weak, dealing only in 
" pq/iti-ve /ljfertions and pojiti've Denials, that I 
" could not imagine he would adventure it into the 
H If7orld, without very great Alterations. But 
" it is now come abroad, jvJl as )'OU receii1ed it, 
" in a two Shillings Pamphlet, intitled A Prefer
" vative again CT: unfettled Notions in Religion. 
" Of this Pmnphlet rz,vhat he has wrote againjl 
" me, makes only a /mall Part. Now then the 
" f?<.gejiion is, whether I jhall attempt to anfv.,ier 
" it? Gi'Ve me your Opinion, as you have given 
'' me your .djfzjf ance, and may the Father of 
H Mercies give ;1ou an Jncreafe of Knowledge and 
" Utterance, of Peace and 'joy in tbe Holy 
'' Ghojl."J 

Between this and the October following, my 
Brother began the Letters contained in this Vo
lume, of ·which he thus /peaks in another Letter to 
bis Friend, dated OB:ober 24, I 7 5 8. 

[" Jvfy dear F'ricnd, 
H Let me re_peat my Thanks for the 'rrouble )'OU 

'' have taken, and for the Ajjifl.ance ]OU have 
" girz.:en 

* .Afterwards he read it aga..in, and gave it, what he 
~a.Us m th~ Beginning of the I it Letterl " a c.ariful I' en!fai. '' 
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c' given me, in relation to my ControverJJ with 
, ,~ Mr. Wefley ; he is Jo unfair in his f?luotati
'~ ons,, and Jo magijierial in his Nlanner, that I 
u ' finJ it no /mall Difficulty, to preferve the De
'' cency of the Gentleman, and the 1V!eeknefs of 
" the Chrijlian, in my intended · Anfwer: May 
" our divine Majler aid me in both theft In
" flances, or elfe not fujfer me to write at all."] 

When, in the December following, I ':.Vas Jent 
for to Wefton, in the very lafl Period of my 
Brother's long Illnefs-I P/ked him (the Evening 

..._before he died) " What he would have done 1.vith 
" the Letters to Mr. W eiley, i c,hether he would 
" have them publijhed after his Death ?-He an· 
" fwered-By no means, becaufe he had only tr an
" fcribed about half of them fair for the Prefs, but 
'~ as the Corrections and Alterations of the latter 
" Part were mojlly in Short-lland, it would be 
" difficult to underjf and them, efpecially as Jome of 
" the Short-Hand 'was entirely his own> and others 
" could not make it out ; therefore, he /aid, as it 
'' is not a finijhed Piece, I dejire } OU will think no 
'' more about it." 

As theft wrre his lafl Orders COJ~cerning the.le 
Letters, I thought it right to obey them, and 
therefore I withjtood the repeated Sollicitations 
of ;;zany of his Jt'riends, who wanted to ha·vt 
them printed ; . al/edging the Service they 
might be of to allay the groundlefs Prejudices, 
whicb the Prefervative 1nzg·ht ocrvjion in the 

_!\ 3 M in:J; 



vi P· R E F J-\ C E. 
Minds of many, againjt my Brother's other Writ~ 
ings, as well as the Utility of t~em in general, as 
they contained Jo majlerly a Defence of'' the Truth 
" as it in J E S U S." 

But, notwithfianding the Regard I had for 
the Perfons who follicited the Publication, 1 could 
not be perfuaded t~ print the Letters ; and they 
never had appeared in Publick with my Confent,. 
had not a furreptitious Edition of them lately 
made its Way from the Prefs, and was 1 not un--. 
der a .firni Perfu{ljion that will be followed by 
more. 
. As this is the Cafe, I thin~ it my Duty to the 

Memory of rny late Brother, to fend for.th as cor
rect an Edition as I pojfzbly can ; for as to that 
which has appeared (from what Editor I know 
not~ it is Jo faulty, and incorrect, that but little 
]udgment can be formed from it, of the Propriety 
and Force of iny Brother's Anfwers- to Mr. 
Wei1ey. 

As to the Unfllirnefs of publifhing my Broth.er' s 
Letters •without nry Confent, and the !11,juflice to 
his Memory, in fending Jo mangled a Performance 
out under his Name, they are too app,1rent to need 
at!)' Proof; and though the Editor, as I hay_e 
been irformed, gave away the ·whole Impre!Jion, fa : 
that it is plain, Lucre was not the Moth)e of his:· 
Proceeding, and I would charitably hope he did it 
with a Vie·z.y of benefiting his Readers, }et it is fa 

like 
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.fike doing Evil that Good may came, qs, in 
1ny Opinion, to be quite unjv.jiifiable. 

However, as the only Way now left to remedy in 
Jome Sort what has been done, and to prevent a fur
ther Impq/iti~n on the Publick,from. worfe .lt/lotives 
than actuated this Publijher, I have called a Friend 
to my Ajfiflance, and by this Means, prefent the 
Reader with as perfect a Copy of theft Letters, 
as can pojfibly be made out from the original Ma
nufcript now in my Hands. 

'That the Reader may judge more clearly of tbe 
State of the Controverf; between my late Brother 
and Mr. Weiley, I ha'Ve thought it right te fub
join Mr. Weiley's Letter, Word for Word, as it 
jJantfs in the Prefervative. 

A LETT ER to the Rev. Mr.--.--. 

DEAR S1R, 

A Confiderable Time fince I fent you a 
few haily Thoughts which occurr'd to 

me on reading the Dialogues between '!'heron 
and AJPajio. I have not been favour'd with 
any Anf wer. Yet upon another and a more 
careful Perufal of thetn, I could not but fet 
down fo1ne obvious Reftettions, which I would 
~ther have communicated, before thofe Dia ... 
logues were publifh'd. 

IN the Firfr Dialogue there are feveral jufi: 
and ftrong Ob~rvations~ which may be of 

A 4 Ufe 
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Ufe to every ferious Reader. In the Second._ 
is not the Defcription often too laboured, the 
l,ancruage too ftiff, and affected? Yet the Re
flect~ns on the Creation (in the 3 1 ft and fol~ 
lowing Pages) make abundant Amends for 
this. (I cite the Pages according to the Dub
lin Edition, having wrote the rough Draught 
of what follows, in Ireland.} 

P. 39. Is Ju.ftification more or Jefs, than 
Go D's pardoning and accepting a Sinner thro' 
the Merits of Chrifl? That Goo herein " rec
kons the Righteoufnefs and Obedience which 
Chrijl performed as our own :" I allow, if by 
that an1biguous Expreffion, you mean only as 
you here explain it yourfeJf, " They are as 
effectual for obtaining our Salvation, as if they . 
were our own perf on al QEalifications." P. 41. 

P. 43. • ,, vVE are not felicitous, as to any 
particular Set of Phrafes. Only let Men be 
humbled, as repenting Criminals at Chrijl's 
Feet, let the1n rely as devoted Penfioners on 

·11is 1\1erits, and they are undoubtedly in the 
Way to a blifsful I nunortality." Then for 
f;.hrifl' s Sake, and for the Sake of the iinmortal 
Souls which He has purchafed with his Blood, 
do not difpute for that particular Phrafl, 'Ibe 
imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift. It is not fcrip
tural ; it is not neceffary. Men who fcruple 
to ui€, Men who never heard the Expreffion, 
inay yet " be humbled, as repenting Criminals 
at his Feet, and rely as devoted Penfioners on 
his Merits." But it has done i1nmenfe Hurt. 
I have had abundant Proof, that the frequent 
U fe of this unnece1Tary Phrafe, infi:ead of 

6 '' f urtherin o-- ~ 
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u furthering Mens Progrefs in vital Holinefs,,, 
has made them fatisfied without any Holinefs 
at all ; yea and encouraged them to work all 
U ncleannefs with Greedinefs. 

P. 45. " To afcribe Pardon to Chrifl's paf-
jive, eternal Life to his afiive Righteoufnefs,. 
is fanciful rather than judicious. His univer
fal Obedience from his Birth to his Death, is 
the one Foundation of my Hope." 

THIS is unqueftionably right. But if it be, 
there is no manner of Need, to make the Im
putation of his aflive R ighteoufnefs, a feparate 
and laboured Head of Difcourfe. 0 that you 
had been content with this plain fcriptural 
Account, and f pared fome of the Dicilogues 
and Letters that follow I 

THE Third and Fourth Dialogues contain 
an admirable Hlufiration and Confirmation of 
the great Doctrine of Chrifl's Satisfaction. Yet 
even here I obferve a few PaiTages, which are 
liable to fon1e Exception. 

P. 54. " SATI S FACTION \Vas n1ade to the 
Divine Law." I do not ren1e1nber any fuch 
Expreffion in Scripture. This Way of fpeak 
ing of the Law as a Perfon injured and to be · 

_fatis.fied? feems hardly dcfenfi ble. 
P. 74. "-THE Death of Chrifl procured the 

Pardon and Acceptance of Believers , even be
fore He came in the Flefh. ' ' Yea, and ever 
fince. In this we all agree. A nd why fhould 
we contend for any Thing more ? 

P. 120. " ALL the Benefits of the N ew 
Covenant, are the PurdJ(,ife of his Blood." Sure ~ 
ly they are, And after th is bas bEen fuJ' y 

prcnred .. 



x 
prqved, where is the Need, ·where is the Ufe, 
of contending fo ftrenuoufiy, for the Imputa
tion of his Righteoufnefs, as is done in the Fifth 
and Sixth Dialogues ? 

P. 135. " IF He was our Subftitute as to 
penal Sufferings, why not, as to juflifying Obe
, dience ?" 

THE former is exprefsly afferted in Scrip ... 
ture. The latter is not exprefsly afferted th~re. 

P. 145. " As Sin and Mifery have abounded 
through the ~ firfr Adam, Mercy and Grace have 
much more ab.ounded through the fecond. So 
that none can have any Reafon to complain." 
No, not if the fecond Adam died for all. 
Otherwifo all for whom He did not die, have 
great Reafon to complain. For they inevita
bly fall by the firft Adam, without any Help 
frorr1 the fecond: 

P . 148. "THE whole World of Believers" 
is an Expreffion which never occurs in Scrip
ture : Nor has it anv Countenance there: The 
\Vorld in the inf pired Writings being con
fiantly taken either in an univerfal or in a bad 
Senfe: Either for the whole of Mankind, or 
for that Part of then1 who know not GoD. 

P. 149. '~ IN the LoRD jhall all the Houfa 
of lfrael be jv.jl~ficd." It ought unquefiionably 
to be rendered, " By or through the LoRb :" 
This Argun1ent therefore proves nothing. 
"Ye are complete in Him." The vVords lite
rally rendered, are, Ye are.filled with Him. And 
the whole Paffage, as any unprejudiced Reader 
may obferve, relates to Sanctification, not 
J u,f tification. . 

P. I 50. 
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P. r 50. " THEY are accepted f·or Ch rift's 
$ake ; this is J uflification through imputed 
Righteoufnefs." That remains to be proved. 
lVIany allow the former, who cannot allow the 
latter. 

'!'heron. " I s EE no Occafion for f uch nice 
Dijlintlions and metaphyjical Subtleties . 

. Afp. You oblige us to inake Ufe of them 
by confounding thefe very different Ideas, 
that is, Chri.ft's aCtive and paffive Righteouf .. 
nefs." 

I ANSWER, We do not confo'und thefe: But 
neither do- we feparate them. Nor have we_ 
any Authority frotn Scripture, for either think
ing or f peaking of one feparate from the other ... 
And this whole Debate on one of them fepa
rate fro1n the other, is a 1nere metaphyfical 
Subtlety. 

P. 15 r. " THE Righteoufnefs which jufi:i
ties us, is already wrought out."-A crude,._ 
wnfcriptural Expreffion ! " It was Jet en Foot,_ 
carried on, compleated."-0 vain .Philofophy ! 
The plain Truth is, Chrifl lived and tafled 
Death/or every Man. And through the Me
rits of his Life and Death, every Believer is
juftified. 

P. 152. " WHOEVER perverts fo glorious 
a DoB:rine, fhews be never believed." Not_ 
fo. They who turn back as a Dog 'lo the !/ o
mit,, had once efcaped the Pollutions ()£:the Worfd: 
by the Kno·wledg~ of Ch rift. 

P. 1 53. ''· ·rHE Goodnefs of GoD leadeth 
to Repentance." This is unqueftionably true'. 
B_\.lt the nice.,. metaphyjical DoCtrine of inzp:tted 

R ighteoufneft,. 



xii 

Rigbteoufnefs, leads not to Repentance, but to 
Licentiouf nefs. 

P. 154. " 'fHE Believer cannot but add to 
his Faith, vVorks of Righteoufnefs. ,, During 
his firft Love, this is often true. But it is 
not true afterwards, as we know and feel by 
melancholy Experience. 

P. 155. " \VE no longer obey, in order to 
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance." 
No: That Foundation is already laid in the 
Merits of Chrijf. Yet vve obey, in order to 
our final Acceptance thro' his Merits. And 
in this Senfe, by obeying we lay a good Foun
dation, that we may attain eternal Life. 

P. I 56. " vV E c/fablifh the Law: \Ve pro-. 
Tide for its Honour, by the perfect Obedience 
of Chrifl." Can you poffibly think : St. Paul 
meant this ? That fuch a 'I'hougbt ever entered 
into his Mind ? The plain Meaning is, We 
eftablifh both the true Senfe, and the effectual 
Practice of it : Vv ~ provide for its being b9th 
underftood and practifed in its full Extent. 

P. I 57. " ON thofe \vho reject the Atone .. 
rnent, juH: Severity." vVas_it ever poffible for 
them, not to reject it ? If not, how is it juft, 
To caft them into a l,ake of Fire, for not do
ing what it was irnpoffib1e they fhould do ? 
Would it be juft (n1ake it your own Cafe) to 
caft you into f-Iell, for not touching Heaven . ' ""' with your f-Ian<l ? 

P. 159. " JusTIFICATION is complete the 
firft Mo111ent we believe, and is incapable of 
Augmentation.'' 

NoT 
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NOT fo : There may be as many Degrees ia 
the Favour as 'in the Image of Gon. 

P. 190. " ST. PA UL often mentions a 
Righteoufnefs imputed: (Not a H.ighteoufnefs; 
never once; but firnply R_ig-hteoufnefs.) " \Vhat 
can this be, but the J{zghteoufnefs of Chrift ?" 
He tells you himfelf, Rom. iv. 6. To I-Jim that 
believeth on Him that juflijieth the Ungod~, Faith 
is imputed for Righteoufnefs. " \V h y is Chrifl 
ftiled Jehovah our Righteoufizefs ?" Becauie we 
are both juftified and fanEtifiecl thro' I-Iirn. 

P. 191. "My Death, the Caufe of their 
Forgivene[s, My Righteoufnefs, the Ground of 
their Acceptance." 

How does this agree with P. 45. " T'o af
cribe Pardon to Chriji's pajji,ve, Eternal ljfe to 
his Atlive Righteoufi1efs, is fanciful rather than 
judicious ?" 

P. 195. " HE comn1ends fuch Kinds of 
Beneficence onb1, as were exercifed to a Difci
p!e as fuch." Is not this a Slip of the Pen ? 
Will not our LoRD then con11nend, and re
ward eternally, all K.inds of Beneficence, pro
vided they flow'd fron1 a Principle of loving 
Faith ? Yea, that which was exercifed to a 
Sa1naritan, a Jew, a --rurk or an I-Ieathen ? 
Even thefe I would not terrn " tranfient 
Bubbles," tho' they do not procure our JuO:ifi
cat1on. 

P. 197. " I--Io¥Y 1n uft our R igh teou fi1efs 
exceed that of the Scribes and Pbarifees ? Not 
only in being flncere, but in poffeHing a com.·· 
piete Righteoufi1efs, even that of Ch;·ijt." Did 
<~lllr L.o HD rn~an this ? N orbing I els. He fpe-

<:Jt1~s 
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cifies in the following Parts of his Sermon, 
the very Inftances wherein the Righteoufnefs 
of a Chriftian exceeds that of the Scribes and 
Pharifees. 

P. 198. " HE brings this fpecious Hypo
crite to the Tefi:." Ho7v does it appear, that 
he was an Hypocrite? Our LoRD gives not 
the leaft lnt1n1ation of it. Surely He lo·ved 
him, not for his Hypocrify, but his Sincerity! 

- YET he loved the World, and therefore 
could not keep ·any of the Commandinents in 
their fpiritual f\1eaning. And the keeping of 
thefe is undoubtedly the Way to, tho' not the 
Caufe, of Eternal Life. 

P. 200. '' BY Works his Faith was made per-
feft: appeared to be true." No: The natural 
Senfo of the Word is, By the Grace fuperadded 
while he wrought thofc Works, his Faith was 
literally made perfeft. 

Ibid. " HE that doeth Rig-hteoufnefs is righ
teous-manifefts the 'fruth of his Converfion." 
Nay; the: plain Meaning is, He alone is truly 
righteous, whole Faith worketh by Love. 

P. 201. "ST. }AM.ES fpeaks of the 'Jufli
fication of our Faith." Not unlefs you inean 
by that odd Expreffion, our Faith being made 
perfefl : For fo the .i\pofile explains bis own 
Meaning. Perhaps the Word juflified is once 
ufed by St. Paul for manifefled.-But that does 
not prove, it is to be fo u nderftood here. 

·P. 202. "WHoso doeth theft Things jhall 
nr.:'7.-'fr fitll into total A.poH:afy." I-low pleafing 
JS this to Fldh and Blood ! But David fays no 
fuch Thing. I-1is IVIeaning is, /f7hofo docth 

5 thife 
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theft '.things to the End jhall never fall into 
Hell. 

THE Seventh Dialogue is full of important 
Truths. Yet fame Expreffions in it I can't 
co1n1nend. 

P. 216. " ONE 'rhing thou lackefl the im
-puted Righteoufnefs of Chrifl." You cannot 
think, this is the Meaning of the Text. Cer
tainly the one 'rhing our LoR D meant was~ 
The Love of GoD. This was the Thing he 
Jacked. 

P. 222. "Is the Obedience of Chrifl infl_iffi
cient to accomplijh our J uftification ?" Rather 
I would afk, Is the Death of Chrijl infufficient 
to purchafe it ? 

P. 2 2 6. " THE Saints in Glory afcribe, the 
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the 
Lamb." So do I : And yet l believe He 
~' obtained for all a Pojjibility of Salvation." 

P. 227. " THE Tern1s of Acceptance for 
fallen Man were afull Satisfac?ion to the Divine 
J ufiice, and a complete Conformity to the Divine 
Law." This you take for granted; but I can
not allow. 

THE Terms of Acceptance for fallen ~/lan 
are J?._epentance and Faith. Repent ye {tnd be
/iei1e the C ofpel. 

Ibid. " THERE are but Two ~Vlethods 
whereby any can be juflified, either by a per-
f efl Obedience to the Law, or becau!e Chrifl 
hath kept the Law in our fl:ead. '' You il1ould 
f:'ly, " Or by Faith in Cbrifl." I then an
f wer, This is true. .A.nd fallen Man is jufti-' 
ficd, not by petfett Obedience but by Jraith. 

What 
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'V hat Cbrijl has done is the Foundation of our 
J uftification, not the Term or Condition of it. 

IN the Eighth Dialogue likewife there are 
tnany great 'rruths, and yet fome Things lia
ble to Exception. 

P. 253. " DAVTD G 0 D Himfelf dignifies 
·with the mofl exalted of all CharaCters. ,, Far, 
very far fro1n it. We have more exalted Cha
rafters than David's, both in the Old Tefta-
1nent and the New. Such are thofe of Samuel, 
Daniel, yea and Job, in the forn1er, of St. 
Paul and St. John in the latter. 

" BuT GoD ftiles him a Man after his own' 
Heart." This is the Text which has caufed 
1nany to tnifrake : For want of confldering, 
Firfr, That this is faid of David in a particular 
Rejpeet, not with Regard to his 'Lohole Cha-
1~afier: Secondly, The Time, at which it was 
fpoken. When was David a Man after Gon's 
<rt-Vn J-Jeart? When Gon found him following the 
Eioes great ~with Young, when lie took him froni 
the Sheep-Folds, Pf lxxix. 71. It was in the 2d 
or 3d Year of Saul's Rejgn, that Samuel faid to 
hi1n, The Lo RD hath fought !--Jim a Man after 
his own Heart, and hath commanded him to be 
Captain over bis People, I Sam. xiii. 14. But 
was he a Man ofter GoD's own Heart all his 
Life ? Or in all Particulars ? So far fro1n it, 
that we have few tnore exceptionable Cha
racters, a1nong all the Men of Gon recorded 
jn Scripture. 

P. 26 I. " TH ERE is not a jufl Man upon 
E'arth thatfinneth not." Solomon n1iaht truly 

b . 

iay f o, before Chr[J1 canie. And St. 'John 
niight 
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might after He came fay as truly, Whofoever is 
born of GoD jinneth not. '' But in many Things 
we offend all." That St. ]ames does not fpeak 
this of himfelf, or of real Chr~!fians, will clearly 
appear, to all who impartially confider the 
Context. 

THE ninth Dialogue proves excellently well~ 
That we cannot be juflijied ~y our !Yorks. 

BuT have you thoroughly confidered the 
Words which occur in the 2 7oth Page ? 

'' 0 CHILDREN of Adam, you are no longer 
obliged,_ to love Gon with all your Strength, 
nor your Neighbour as yourfelves. Once in
deed I infifled upon abfolute Purity of Heart: 
Now I can difpenfe with fo1ne Degrees of evil 
Defire. Since Chrifl" -has fu] filled the Law 
for you, " You ne~d not fulfil it. I will con
nive at, yea acco1nn1odate my Demands to your 
vVeaknefs." 

I AGREE with you, That H this Doctrine 
makes the Holy One of Gon a Minifier of 
Sin ." And is it not your own ? Is not this 
the very Dotlrine which you efpoufe through
out your Book ? 

I CANNOT but except to feveral Paffages al~ 
fo in the Tenth Dialogue. I afk Firfi, 

P. 29r. " DoEs the Righteoufne/s of GoD 
ever n1ean" (as you affinn) '" The Merits of 
Chri!l:: ?"I believe not once in all the Scripture< 
It often means and particularly in the Epifile 
to the Romans, Gon' s Method of j~ffifying Sin
ners. When therefore you fa.y, 

P. 292. " THE Righteoufnefs of Goo 
means, fuch a H.ighteouCnefs as may j uftly 

a. c 1allenge 
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challenge his Acceptance," I cannot allow it 
at all : And this capital Mifl:ake inufl: needs 

. lead you into inany others. But I follow you 
Step by Step. 

· Ibid. ~' IN order to intitle us to a Reward, 
there muft be an Imputation of Righteouf

. nefs." There mufi: be an Interefi: in Chrifl. And 
then every Man jhall receive his own Reward, 

· according to his own Labour. 
P. 293. "A REBEL inay beforgiven, with

out being reftored to the Dignity of a Son.,, 
A Rebel againfi an earthly King rnay; but not 
a Rebel againft Goo. In the very fan1e Mo
n1ent that Goo forgives, we are the Sons of 
GoD. Therefore this is an idle Difpute. For 
Pardon and Acceptance, though they n1ay be, 
di.ftingu~fhed, cannot be divided. The Vv ords 
of ]ob which you cite are wide of the ~efiion. 
1--hofe of Solomon prove no rnore than this, 
(and who denies it ? ) That J ufl:ification i1n
plies both Pardon and .Acceptance. 

P. 295. " GRACE reigneth t.hro' 1-?.ighteouf
nefs unto eternal Life,"-that is, The free Love 
of GoD brings us through J uftification and 
Sanetification to Glory. Ibid. " 1hat tkey 
1nay receh;e Forgivenefs and a Lot among the 
Sanfli;ied :~' That is, That they 1nay receive 
Pardon, Holinefs, Heaven. 

Ibid. " Is not the SJtisfaCtion tnade by the 
Death of Chrifl, fufficient to obtain both our 
full Pa rd on and final I-Iappinefs ? " U nq uefi:i
onabl y it is, and neither of the Text~ you cite 

, proves the contrary . 

.•. 
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P. 296. " IF it was re,quifite for Chri.ft to 
be baptized, much more to fulfil the Moral 
Law." 

I CANNOT prove that either the one or the 
other was requifite in order to his purchajing 
Redemption for us. 

P. 2 9 7. " By Chrifl's Suffcr.ings alone, the 
Law was not fatisfied." Yes it was ; for it 
required only the alternative, Obey or Die. It 
required no 1\1an to obey and die too. If any 
Man had perfeEtly obey'd, he would not have 
died. Ibid. " Where Sc ·ipture afcribes the 
whole of our SaI vation to the Death of Chrift, 
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the whole." 
I canRot allow this without fame Proof. He 
was obedient unto Death is no Proof at all ; as 
it does not neceffarily imply any tnore, •han 
that He died in· Obedience to the Father. In 

; 

f ome Texts there is a Necejfity of taking a 
Part for the whole. But in .thefe there is no 
f uch Necejjity. 

P. 300. " CHRIST undertook to do every 
Thing neceffary for our Redemption : " Name
ly, in a Covenant n1ade with the Father. 'Tis 
fure, He did every Thing neceffary : But how 
does it appear, that He undertook rhis, before 
the Foundatioo of the \'TV orld, and that by a 
pofitive Covenant between Him and the Fa
ther? 

You think this appe~us frorn four Texts, 
1. From that, Thou gavefl them to lvte. Nay, 
whe1 any believe, the l~'ather ga,ve them to 
Chrifl. But this proves no fuch previous Con
tracr. 2. Gon hath laid upon I-Jim the Iniqui-

a 2 ties 
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ties of us all. Neither does this prove any fuch 
Thing. 3. That Expreffion, '.!he Counfel of 
Peace Jhall be between them, does not neceffarily 
imply any more, than that both the Father 
and the Son would concur in the Redemption of 
l\1an. 4. According to the Counfel of his Will,
that is, In the Way or Method He had chofen. 
Therefore neither any of thefe Texts, nor all 
of them, prove what they were brought to 
prove. They do by no Means prove, 1,hat 
there ever was any fuch Covenant made be-
tween the Father and the Son. 

P. 301. " THE Conditions of the Covenant 
are ~ecorded. Lo, I come to do thy Will." 
Nay here is no Mention of any Covenant, nor 
any Thing from which it can be inferr'd. 
u The Recompence fiipulated in this glorious 
q-'reary."-But I fee not one Word of the 
Treaty itfelf. Nor can I poffibly allow the 
Exiftence of it without far other Proof than 
this. Ibid. " Another Copy of this grand 
'I'reaty is recorded lfaiab xlix. from the fir ft to 
the fixth Verfe." I have read them, but can
not find a Word about it, in all thofe Verfes. 
They contain neither more nor lefs than a Pre .. 
diction, of the Salvation of the Gentiles. 

P. 302. " BY the Covenant of vVorks, 
Man was bound to obey in his own Perfon." 
And fo he is under the Covenant of Grace ; 
though not in order to his J uftification. "The 
Obedience of our Surety is accepted inftead of 
our own." This is neither a fafe nor a Scrip
tural Way of Speaking. I would fimply fay, 

lf7 e. 
,,., . 
I 
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We ·are accepted thro' the Beloved. We have Re-
demption thro' his Blood. 

P. 303. '' THE Second Covenant was not 
made with Adam, or any of his Pofterity, but 
with Chrifl in thofe Words, 'Ihe Seed of the 
Woman Jhall bruife the Serpent's Head." For 
any Authority you have from thefe Words, 
you might as well have faid, It was made with 
the Holy Ghoft. Thefe Words were not 
fpoken to Chrifl, but of Him, and give not 
the le aft Intimation of any f uch Covenant as 
you plead for. They manifeftly contain, if 
not a Covenant made with, a Promife made 
to Adam and all his Pofterity. 

P. 303. " CHRIST, we fee, undertook to 
execute the Conditions." \Ve fee no fuch 
Thing in this Text. We fee here only a Pro
mife of a Saviour, made by Gon to Man. 

Ibid. '' 'Tis true, I cannot fulfil the Con
ditions." 'Tis not true. The Conditions of 
the New Covenant are Repent and believe. 
And thefe you can fulfil, thro' Chrift ftrength
ening you. " 'Tis equally true, this is not 
required at iny Hands." lt is equally true, 
that is, abfo]utely falfe. And moft dange
rouily falfe. If we allow this, Antinomian
if m comes in with a full Tide. '' Chrift has 
perforn1'd all that was conditionmy for me." 
Has he revented and believed for you ? You en
deavour to evade this by fayi@g, " He per
form'd all that was conditionary in the Covenant 
of fVorks." This is nothing to the Purpofe; for 
we are not talking of that, but of the Covenant 
of Grt:ce. Now He did not perforn1 all that 

a 3 was 
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was conditionary in this Covenant, unlefs He 
repented and believed. " But He did un
f peakably more." It may be fo. But He did 
not do this. 

P. 308. " BuT if Chrifl's perfect Obedience 
be Ou r's, we have no more Need of Pardon 
than Chrift Himfelf." The Confequence is 
good. You have ftarted an Objecrion whic!, 
you cannot anfwer. You fay indeed, " Yes, 
we do need Pardon ; for in many 'I'hings we 
o._tfend all." What then ? If his Obedience be 
Our' s, we fiill perfeftly obey in Him. 

P. 309. "BoTH the Branches of the I.aw, 
the Preceptive and the Penal, in the Cafe of 
Guilt contraCled, n1uft be fatisfied." Not fo. 
" Chrift by his Death alone, ( fo our Church 
teaches) fully fatisfied for th€ Sins of the whole 
World." The fame great Truth is manifeftly 
taught in the 3 1 ft Article. Is it therefore 
fair is it honeft, for any one to plead the 
Articles of our Church in Defence of Abfo
]ute Predeil:ination ? Seeing the 17th Article 
barely defines the Term, without either affirm
ing or denying the 1'hing : Whereas the 3 1 ft 
totally overthrows and razes it from the Foun
dation. 

Ibid. " BELIEVERS who are notorious 
Tranf greffors in themjelves, have a fin]efs Obe
dience in Chrifl." 0 Siren Song! Pleafing 
Sound, to 'James !Vheatley I Thomas Williams! 
]ames Reiley! 

I KNOvv not one Sentence in the Eleventh 
Dialogue, which is liable to Exception : But 
that grand DoEtrine of Chrii1ianity, Orjgi-

. .nal 
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nal Sin, is therein proved by irrefragable .l\r
guments. 

THE Twelfth likewife is unexceptionable, 
and contains f uch an Il1uftration of the Wif
dom of GoD, in the Structure of the Hun1an 
Body, as I believe cannot be parallell'd, in 
either Antient or Modern Writers. 

THE forn1er Part of the Thirteenth Dia
logue is adn1irable. To the latter I have 
frnne Objeftion. 

VoL. II. P. 44. "Elf/ah failed in his Refig
nation, and even lv1ofes ipake unadvifedly with . 
his Lips." It is true : But if you could like
wife fix f ome Blot upon venerable Samuel and 
beloved Daniel, it would prove nothing. For 
no Scripture teaches, That the Holinefs of 
Chrijlians is to be nieaf ured by that of any ]e·w. 

P. 46. '' Do not the be.fl of rvien frequently 
feel Diforder in their Affeetions ? Do not they. 
often complain, f1/'"hen I would do Good, Ei1il 
is pref ent with me?" I believe nor. You and 
I are only able to anf wer for Ol!nfelves. " Do 
not they fay, We groan being bur then' d~-with · 
the Workings of inbred Corruption ?" 1:.,.. ou 
know, this is not the Meaning of the Text. 
The whole Context !hews, the Caufe of that 
Groaning was their longing to be ivith Chrift. 

P. 47. "THE Cure" of Sin " will be per
felted in Heaven." Nay furely, in Paradife~ 
if no fooner. " T'his is a noble Prerogative 
of the Beatific \ Tifion." No: It would then 
con1e too late. If Sin ren1ains in us 'till the 
Day of J udgrnent, it \Nill ren1ain for ever. 
" Our Prefent Bleiiednefa does not confi~ in 
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being free from Sin." I really think it does: 
But whether it does or no, if we are not free 

, from Sin, we are not Chri(tian Believers. For 
to all thefe the A poft1e declares, Being made 
free from Sin, yt are become the Servants of Righ
tcoufnejs, Rom. vi. I 8. 

" IF we were perfect in Piety (St. John's 
Word is, Pe1feB in Love) Chrifl's Prieftly Of
fice would ~·e fuperfeded." No: We fhoul<l 
frill neerl. his Spirit (and confequently his In
terceffion) cor the Continuance of that Love 
from Moment to Moment. Befide, we fhould 
ftill be encon1paft with Infirmities, and liable 
to Miftakes, fron1 which Words or AB: ions 
might follow, even though the Heart was all 
Love, which were not exacrly right. There
fore in all thefe Ref pects, \Ve fhould fiill have 
Need of Chrifl's · Prieftly Office : And there
fore as long as he remains in the Body, the 
greateft Saint may fay, 

Every Moment, LoRD, I need 
The l\t1erit of thy Death. 

The Text cited fron1 Exodus a!ferts nothing 
]efs than, That Iniquity " cleaves to all our holy 
Things 'till Death." 

P. 48. " SrN remains, That the Righte
oufnefS of Faith 1nay have its due I-Ionour. '' 
And will the Righteoufnefs of Faith have its 
due Honour no longer than Sin rernains in us ? 
·Then it mufl: ren1ain, not only on Earth and 
in Paradife, but in Heaven a]fo-<·' And the 
Sanctification of the Spirit its proper Efteem." 
Would it not have more Efteem, if it were a 
perfect Work? 

Ibid. 



1CXV 

Ibid. "IT (Sin) will n1ake us lowly in our 
own Eyes." What, will Pride make us low
ly ? Surely the utter Deflrucrion of Pride~ 
would do this more effeEtually. " It will 
n1ake us con1paffionate." Would not an en-
tire Renewal in the linage of Gon make us 
much more fo ? '' It will teach us to ad1nire 
the Riches of Grace." Yea, but a fuller Ex
perience of it; by a thorough Santtification of 
Spirit, Soul and Body, will rnake us adn1ire it 
tnore. " It will reconcile us to Death." 
Indeed it will not : Nor will any T'hing do 
this, like perfect Love. 

P. 49. " IT will endear the Blood and In~ 
terceffion of Chri/l." Nay, thefe can never be 
fo dear to any, as~ to thofe who experience 
their full Virtue, who are filled <Zoith the :Fulnefs 
of Gon. Nor can any " feel their continual 
Need" of Chrifl, or, "rely on Him" in the 
Manner which thefe do. 

DIALOGUE I 4. P. 57. " Ti-IE Clain1s of 
the Law are all anf wered." If fo, Count 
Zlnzendorf is abfolutely in the right: Neither 
Gon nor Man can claim 111y Obedience to it. 
Is not this Antinomianifm without a Maik? 

P. 59. " YouR Sins are expiated thro' the 
Death of Chrifl, and a Righteoufnefs given ) 'OU, 

by which you have free Accefs to Gon." This 
is not Scriptural Language. I would fin1p1y 
fay, By him we have Accefs to the Father. 

rfHERE are many other Expreffions in this 
Dialogue, to which I have the fame Objection, 
namely, I • That they are U nfcri ptural, 2 0 

1~hat they directly lead to Antinon1ianiCn1. 
THE 
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THE Firft Letter contains fo1ne very ufeful 
Heads of Self-Examin~tion. In the Second, 

P. 9 I. I READ, " T'here is a Righteoufnefs 
which ~Lpplies .111 that the Creature needs. 
'f'o prove this niomentous Point, is the Defign 

,.. r' 11 • SI " ot tr.e io iow1ng 1eets. 
I HA VE feen fuch t Trib}e Effect , of this 

unfcri ptu ral Vv 2. y of Speakn1g, even on thofe 
'Loho h,~d 1nce clea;~ efcaped frotn the Pollutions of 
the lf'

7

cr!d, that I cannot but e:.irnefil y wifh, 
you vvould 1-pe:1k. no othenvifo than do the 
Oracles of GoD. Certainly this .:Wode of Ex
preflion is not mom ntous. It is :i.1ways dangercus, 
often f~tal. 

LETTER II I. P. 9 3. " lVhere Sin abounded, 
Grace dzd much nwre abound: 'Ihct as Sin had 
reign' d unto Death, fa might Grace-the free 
Love of GoD-reign thro' J<.ighleo1ifne./s, thro' 
our J1_1ttification and Sanctification, unto eternal 
Life, Rom. v. 20, 2 I. 'This is the plain na. 
tural Meaning of the Words. It dues not ap. 
pear, that one V\Tord is f poken here about hn. 
puled ]{ighteo~ljnefs : Neither in the Pail:1ges ci
ted in the next Page, fro1n the Con1mon-Prayer 
and the Article. In the ~lon1ily likewife that 
Phr;:ifc is not found at all, and the n1ain Stre!s 
is laid on Chrifl's jhe~ding his Blood. Nor is the 
Phrafe (concerning the Thing, there is no Q.1e[
tion) found in any Part of the Hoinilies . 

P. 1o1. " IF the Fathers are not explicit 
with H .. egard to the In1putation of a[Jz"ve High ·
teoufne1s, tlwv Jbound in Paffaaes which 

' b 
evince the Su~/litution of Chrifl in our Stead : 
fla!fages which difrlaia1 all I)~pendence on any 

Duties 
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Duties of our own, and fix our Hopes wholly 
on the Merits of our Saviour. When this is 
the Cafe, I am very little follicitous about any 
particular Forms of Exprejfion." 0 lc1y afide 
then thofe queftionable, dangerous Fonns, and 
keep clofely to the Scriptural. 

LETTER IV. P. 1o5. " T' he .Authority of 
our Church and of thofe e1ninent Divines," 
does not touch thofe particular Forms of Ex
preffzon: Neither do any of the 1'exts which 
you afterward cite. As to the Dot'"line we are 
agreed. 

Ibid. " THE ](;lghteoufnefs of GoD fignifie.s, 
the Righteoufnefs which God~ IV1an wrought 
out." No. It fignifies GoD's Method of 
juftifying Sinners. 

P. 107. " Tr-rE Viftims figured the Expia
tion by Chrijt's Death, the cloathing with 
Skins, the Imputation of his Righteoufoefs ." 
T'hat does oot appear. Did not the One rather 
figure our J uftification, the other, our Santfti
fication ? 

P. 109. ALMOST every Text quoted in this 
and the following Letter, in fupport of that 
particular Form of Exprejfzon, is diftorted above 
Meafure from the plain , obvious Meaning, 
which i5 pointed out by the Context. I !hall 
Inftance in a few, and jufl: fet down their true 
Meaning, without any farther Ren1arks. 

To /hew unto /'vfan his Uprightnejs. To con
vince hi1n of GoD's J uftice, info punifhing hitn. 

P. 1 Io. HE Jha!l recci·ve the Blejjmg-Par-· 
don~from the LoRD and Righteou.fizefs-Holi
neis-fror?J the GoD of his Salv{!fion,-the .GoD 

5 who 
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who faveth him both from the Guilt and from 
the Power of Sin. 

P. I 1 r. I WILL make lvlention of thy Righ
teoufnefs o.nly.-Of thy lv1.ercy. So the Word 
frequently means in the Old Tefi:ament. So 
it unqueftionably n1eans in that 'Text, In (or 
by.) th)' 1?.ighteoufnefs jhall they be exalted. 

P. 1 r 2. S10N" _/hall be redecnzed with Judg · 
ment-a.fter fevere Puniil1111ent-and her Con
verts with 17..ighteoufnefs-with the tender Mer
cy of GoD, following that Punifbment. 

P. I I 3. IN (or thro') the LoRD I have 
Righteoufnefs and Strength, J ufiification and 
SanB:ification. I-le hath clothed me with the 
Garments of Sah:ation,-faved n1e from the 
Guilt and Power of Sin : Both of which are 
again exprefl: by, Ile hatb covered me with the 
Robe of Righteoufnefs. 

P. r I 4. l\i1v R~ghteoufnefs-1ny Mercy
jhall not be abolifoed. 
- P. r I 6. To make Reconciliation for Iniquit)'
to atone for all our Sins-and to bring in ever
lajling Righteoufnefs, fpotlefs Holinefa into our 
Souls. And this Rigbteoufnefs is not Human, 
but Dh:ine. It is the Gift and the Work of 
GoD. 

P. l I 7. THE LoRD our Righteoufnefs
The Author both of our J uftification and 
SanEtification. 

P. 127. " WHAT RighteouG1efa !ball give 
·us Peace at the laft Day, Inherent or lrn
puted ?" Both. Chrijl died for us and lives 
in us, 'That we rnay have Bo!dnefs in the Day of 
Judzm:;nt. 

LETTER. 
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LETTER V. P. r3r. CJ'hat have obtain'd like 
precious Faith thro, the Rigb.teoufnefs-the l\!Ier
cy-of our LoR D Seek } C the ]{ingdom of~ Goo 
and his Righteoufnefs- the f-Iolinefs which. 
fprings fron1 Gon reigning in you. 

P. 13 2. THERE 1 N is revuded the Righteouf
nefs of Gan-Goo's Method of juftifyir.g 
Sinners. 

P. 135. "WE eflabl~lh the Lrz7.o, as we ex
pect no Salvation without a perfect Confor ... 
111ity to it-namely, by Chrifl." ls not this 
a mere ~ibble ? And a ~ibble, which after 
all the labour'd Evafions of U/'"itji.us and a thou·· 
fand more, does totally make void the Law? 
But not fo does St. Paul teach. According 
to him, without Holinefs, perfona1 !-Iolinefs, na 
Man Jhall fee the Lo RD. None who is not 
himfelf confonn'd to the Law of Gon here, 
jhall fee the Lo RD in Glory. 

rf'HIS is the grand, palpable Objeecion to 
that whole Scherne. It dire8Jv makes ·void tle 

J 

Law. It makes Thoufands content to live 
and die Tranfgrejflrs of the Law, bec1ufe CbriJt 
fulfilled · it for them. 1'herefore, tho' I believe, 
He hath lived and died for n1e, yet I would 
f peak very tenderly and fparingly of the for
n1er, (and never, feparately fron1 the latter) 
even as fparingly as do the Scriptures, for Felr 
of this dreadful Confequcnce. . 

P. 138. ''THE Gijt of Righteoufnifs n-1ufr 
fignify a Righteoufnefs not their own." J''"e • 
it Ggnifies the H.ighteou fi1efs or 1-Iolinels~ 
· vhich Gon gives to and works in them. 

!). ( 3. 
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P. 1 39. '' THE Obedience of one is Cbri.ft's 
actual Performance of the whole Law." So 
here his Paffion is fairly left out ! Whereas 
hi,s bec01ning obedient unto Death, that is, dying 
for Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not 
the whole which is meant by that Expreffion. 

Ibid. " THAT the Righteoufnefs of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us-That is, By ot:ir Re
prefentati ve in our Nature." Amazing! But 
this, you fay, " agrees with the Tenor of the 
Apofrle's Arguing. For he is de1nonftrating 
v,re cannot be jufiined by our own Conformity 
to the Law." No: Not here. He is not 
f peaking here of the Caufe of our J uftifica
tion, but the Fruits of it. Therefore tnat 
unnatural Senfe of his \Vords does not at all, 
"' agree with the Tenor of his Arguing." 

P. I 40. " l TOTALLY deny the Criticifm 
on Jrncx,1o(J'vvYJ and Jmdiwp.cr.,, and cannot conceive 
on what Authority it is founded. 0 hov1 
deep an A verfion to Inward Holinefa does this 
Scheme naturally create? 

P. 14.2. "'fHE Righteoufnefs they attained 
could not be any Perfonal Righteoufnefs." 
Certainly it was. It was iniplanted as well as 
inymted. 

P. 145. " FoR ln.flrutlion in Righteoufnefs, 
in the R ighteoufi1efs of Chrijl." \Vas there 
ever f uch a Cornrnent befor~ ? 'The plain 
Meaniog is, For training up in flolinefs of 
Heart and of Life. 

P. 146. He jhall convince the Tf7orld of Righ
troufnefs-1'hat I an1 not a Sinner, but inno
cent and holy. 
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P. 148. " THAT we 'might be made the 
Rigbteoufnefs of GoD in flim. Not intrinfical
ly, but imputatively." Both the one and the 
other. GoD thro' Him, firil: accounts and then 
makes us righteous. Accordingly 

P. I 52. THE Rig-hteoufnefs which is of Gon 
by Faith, is both imputed and inherent. 

p. I 5 3. " rv1 y Faith fixes on both the me
ritorious Life and atoning Death of Chrz/f .'' 
Here we clearly agree. I-iold then to this, 
and never talk of the former without the lat
ter. If you do, you cannot fay, "' Here we 
are expofed to no l~azard." Yes, you are to 
an exceeding great one : Even the Hazard of 
living and dying without Holinefs. And then 
we are loft for ever. ' 

THE Sixth Letter contains an admirable Ac
count of the Earth and its Atn1ofphere, and 
co1nprize:; Abundance of Senfe in a narrow 
Con1pafs, and expreft in beautiful Language. 

P. I 77. GEMS have "a Seat on the virtu
ous fair one's Breafi." I can't reconcile this 
with St. Paul. He fays, Not with Pearls: 
Ry a Parity of Rea:f-On, Not with Dian1onds. 
But in all Things I perceive, you are too fa· 
vourable, both to the Defi,re of the Flejh and the 
Defire cf the EJ1e. You are a gentle CafuiH as 
to every Se! ~·- indulgence which a plentiful 
F ortune can furnifh. 

P. 182. "OuR Saviour's Obedience"-0 
fay, with the good, o1d Puritans, our Saviour's 
D ::ath or Merits. We fwarm with Antinotni · 
ans on every Side. Why are you at fuch Pains 
to increafe their I\J u1nb~r ? 

P. I 94· 
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P. I 94. MY JV!outh jhall jhew forth thy Righ
teoufnefs and thy Salvation.-Thy Mercy which 
brings my Salvation. 

THE Eighth Letter is an excellent Defcrip
tion of the Supreme Greatnefs of Chrifi. I 
do not obferve One Sentence in it, which I 
cannot chearfully fubfcribe to. 

THE Ninth I ..... etter, containing a Defcription 
of the Sea, \Vith various Inferences deduced 
therefro1n, is ] ikewife a Mafi:er- Piece, for 
J uftnefs of Sentin1ent, as well as Beauty of 
Langu;-tge. But I doubt \vhethcr, " mere 
Shrimps," P. 24. 1., be not too low an Expref
fion : J\.nd whether yon might not as well 
have faid nothing of " Cod, the ftanding H.e
'~' pare of Lent :" Or concerning " the ex
quifite H.elifh of. 'Turbot, or the Delicioufnefs 
of Sturgeon." .l\re not [uch Obfervations be
neath the Dignity of a Minifter of Chri.J1.< I 
have tho fan1e Doubt, concerning what is faid 
(P. 264.) of" delicately flavour'd 'l'ea, finely
fcented Co1fee ; the friendly Boezvl, the Pyran1id 
of Italian Figs, and the Pajlacia-Nut of Alep
po." Beude that the 1nentioning thefe in fuch 
a Manner is a fhong Encourage1nent of Lux.
ury and Senfu2lity: i\nd does the World 
need this ? T'he Englifh in particular ? Si 
non infimiunt ./atis Jud fponte, infliKa. 

LETTER ro. P. 27r. "Thofe TreJfures 
which fpring fro in the l tnputation of ChrijP s 
Righteoufnejs." Not a Word of his atoning 
Blood? vV hy do fo n1any Men love ro fpeak 
of his Righteoufnefs, rather than his .l\.tone
n1ent ? I ±ear, becaufe it affords a fairer Ex--

cufe 
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cufe for their own U nrighteoufnefs. To cut 
off this, is it not better, to mention both to
gether ? At leaft never to name the former 
without the latter ? 

P. 285. " FAITH is, a Perfuafion that 
Chri.ft has ihed his Blood for me, and fulfill'd 
all Righteouf nefs in my Stead." I can by no 
Means fubfcribe to this Definition. There 
are Hundreds, yea Thoufands of true Believ
ers, who never once thought, one Way or the 
other, of Chrifl's fulfilling all Righteoufnefs 
in their .Stead. I perfonally know i11any who 
to this very Hour have no Idea of it ; and yet 
have each of them a Divine Evidence and Con
viction, Cbrifl loved me, and gave Hhnfelf .for 
me. This is St. Paul's Account of Faith : 
And it is fufficient. I-Ie that thus believes is 
juil:ified. 

P. 2 8 7. " IT is a Jure Means of purifying 
the I-leart, and never fails to work by Love." 
Itfurely purifies the Heart-if we abide in it; 
but not if we dra·w back to Perdition. It 
never fails to work by Love, while it conti
nues ; but if itfelf fail, farewel both Love 
and Good Works. 

" FAITH is the Hand '\vhich receives all 
that is laid up in ChriJl." Confequently, if 
we make Ship1YJreck of the Faith, how n1uch io 
ever is laid up in C.hrifl, frorn that I-lour we 
receive nothing. 

LETTER Ii. P. '288. ·"FAITH in the im
puted Rightioufizefs of Chrifl, is a fundan1ental 
Principle in the Gofpel." If fo, what be
co1nes of all thofe who thir:k. nothing abcut 

b in~pzdcd 
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inzputed Righteoufnefs r How m~y· ·who are 
full of Faith and Love, if this oe true) inuft 
perifh evenafhng1y ? 

P. 297. "THY Hands n1uft urge the Way 
of the deadly Weapon, thro' the fhivering 
Flefh, till it be plunged in the throbbing 
Heart." Are not thefe Defcriptions far too 
ftrong ? May they not occaGon unprofitable 
Reafonings in · many Readers ? 

Ne puerum coram populo Medea trucidet. 
P. 248. " f-Iow can he juflify it to the 

World ?" Not at all. Can this then jvjtify 
his Faith to the World ? 

P. 304. " You take the certai~ VI ay to 
obtain Con1fort, the Rjghteoufneis of ]efus 
Chrijl." \Vhat, without the Atonement? 
Strange Fondnefs for an unfcriptural, dange
rous lviodc of· Ex_prejjion ! 

P. 306. " So the Merits of Chr~fl are de .. 
rived to all the Faithful." Rather the Fruits 
of the Sp'irfr : Which are likevvife plainly ry ... 
pified by the Oil in Zechariah's Vifion. 

P. 310. " f-!As the Law any Deinand? 
It mu ft go to f-Iim for Satisfaetion." Sup
pofr, " 'fhou fhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thyielf." Then I an1 not obliged to love n1y 
l'\reighbot1r. Chrifl has fatisfied the Den1and 
of the Law .for 1ne. Is not this the ve';:y 
.Quintefience of 1-\.ntinon1ianifn1 ? ........ 

P. 31r. " THE R1ghtcoufi1efs wrought 
out by Jefus Chrifl, is wrought out for all his 
Peop!i, to be the Caufe of their J uCT:ification, 
and the Purch1ife of their Salvation. 'Ihe 
R . l ' r . I C r: l n• ' 1- " S zg .'ICC!(J l'!f.J .. ' 1s t.1e au1e> t 1e 1 urcna e. o 
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the Death.of Chri.ft is not fo much as named f 
" For all his People." But what becomes 
of all other People P They muff inevitably perifh 
for ever. The Die was caft, or ever they 
were in Being. The Doctrine to pafs them 
b,y, has 

Confign'd their unborn Souls to Hell, , 
And damn'd them from their Mothers vVombf 

I could fooner be a Turk, a Deift, yea an 
Atheift, than I could ' believe this. It is lefs 
abfurd to deny the very Being of Goo, than 
to n1ake Him an Aln1ighty 1~yrant. 

P. 318. "THE whole \Voi-ld and all its 
Seafons, are rich with our Creator's Goodnefs. 
I-Iis tender Mercies are over all his \iV arks.'' 
Are th~y over the Bulk of Mankind ? Where 
i-s-fiis Goodnefs to the Non-Elect ? How are 
his tender Mercies over CJ'hem? '' His Te1n
poral Bleffings are given to them." But are 
they to thetn Ble.ilings at all ? Are they not 
all Curfes ? Does not GoD know they are ? 
That they will only increafe their Dan1nation ? 
Does not He defign they !hould ? And this 
you call Goodnefs ! This is tender Merc1 I 

P. 3 2 I. " MAY we not difcern pregnant 
Proofs of Goodnefs, in each individual Ob
ject ?" No ; on your Scherne not a Spark of 
it in this World or the next to the far greater 
Part of the Work of his own Hands f 

P. 3 34. " Is GoD a generous Benefac1or 
to the 111eaneft Anin1als, to the loweft Reptiles? 
And will He d~ny my Friend what is neceffary 
to his prefent Cotufort, and his Final Accep
tance r" Yea, will He deny it to any Soul 

b 2 that 
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that he has made ? Would you deny it to any; 
if it were in your Power ? 

But if you lov' d whom GoD abhorr'd 
The Servant were above his LoR D. 

P. 337. THE Wedding-Garment here means 
Holinefs. 

P. 340. " THIS is his tender Co1nplaint, 
.. They will not come unto Me!" Nay, that is 

not the Cafe ; they cannot. He Himfelf has 
decreed, not to give them that Grace without 
which their Con1ing is impoffible ! 

" THE Grand End which Gon propofes 
in all his favourable Dif penfations to fallen 
Man, is to demonftrate the Sovereignty of 
his Grace." Not fo : To in1part Happinefs 
to his Creatures, is his Grand End herein. 
" Barely to den1onfrrate his Sovereignty," is 
a Principle of Acrion fit for the great Turk, 
not the moft High Gon. 

P. 341. " Gan hath Pleafure in the Prof
perity of his Servants. He is a boundlefs 
Ocean of Good." Nay, that Ocean is far 
from boundlefs, if it wholly paifes by Nine
tenths of Mankind. 

P. 342 . " You cannot fuppofe Gan would 
enter into a frefh Covenant with a Rebel." I 
both fuppofe and know He did. " Goo made 
the New Covenant with Chrift, and charged 
I-lim with the Performance of the Conditions.H 
I deny both thefe Affertions, which are the 
Central Point wherein Calvinifm and Antino-
1nianif m meet. " I have made a Covenant with 
tny Chofen."-Namely, with Da'Vid my Ser~uant. 
So Gon Himfelf explains it. 
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P. 362. '~ HE will walh you in the Blood 
which atones and inveft you with the Righte
oufnefs which juftifies." Why ihould you 
thus .continually put afunder, what Gon has 
joined? 

P. 440. " Goo Himfelf at the la ft Day 
pronounces the1n righteous, · becaufe they are 
interefted in the Obedience of the Redeemer." 
Rather, becaufe they are wafhed in his Blood, 
and renewed by his Spirit. 

UPON the whole, I cannot but wiib, that the 
Plan of thefe Dialogues had been executed in a 
different Manner. Moft of the grand Truths 
of Chriftian ity are herein both explained and 
proved with great Strength and Clearnefs. 
Why was any Thing intermixt, which could 
prevent any ferious Chriftian's recomn1ending 
them to all Mankind? Any Thing which 1nuft 
neceffarily render them exceptionable, to fo 
inany Thoufands of the Children of Gon ? In 
practical Writings I fl:udioufiy abfi:ain 'from the 
very Shadow of Controverfy. Nay, even in · 
Controverfial, I do not knowingly write one 
Line, to which any but my Opponent would 
objeEt. for Opinions !hall I deftroy the Work 
of Goo ? Then atn I a Bigot indeed. Much 
more, if I would not drop any Mode of Expref-

fio11, rather than offend either Jew or Gentile, 
or the Church of Goo. I am, 

.With great Sincerity, 

Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate Brother anq Servant, 

J. w. 
b , ·1 ha've 
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I have 'but one :thing more to add, which is~ 

concerning the Seafonablenefs of the following 
Publication. It may, perhaps, be thought a 
needlefs R evival of a Dijpute, whic!D happened 
long ago, and which is nov; probably forg·otten. 
Jn anf JJer to which, I can ajfure the J{eader, 
that the above is printed from an Edition of the 
Prefervative, now on Sale at the Foundery. 'lhe 
Seaf onablenefs of this Publication, is therefore 
apparent ; for though my Brother died Decen1ber 
25, 17 58, the Controverfy did by no M eans die 
with him, but flill fubjifls in the daily Publication 
and Sale of the Prefervative, which alfo comes 
with a .JPecial * Recommendation from Mr. Wef
ley; into the I-lands of all his Preachers, to be 
by them fir.ft " carefully read, then to be re
" commended and explained to the feveral So
" cities where they labour." So that the Con
troverfy i!, in the mo.ft effectual Manner, daily and 
hourly kept alive by .l\llr. vV efley hivifabL". 'I his 
proves very fufficiently the Seafonablenefs, and, as 
:things ha~ue happened, the Expediency, of the 
prefent Appearance of the following Letters in Pub
lick. Hou; pertinent an Anfwer they contain to 
Mr. WeOey's Objetlions, is now to be left to the 
Conjideration of the candid Reader. 

Mil~s's-Lane, 
December 5, 1764; w. HERVEY. 

• See the lafi Paragraph of a Tract, intitled, Reafons 
o.gai~tji a Separation from tbe Church if England. Printed 
alfo rn the Prife~atir;.;e, p. 237 . 



L E T T E R s 
T 0 THE 

Reverend Mr. JoHN WESLEY. 

LETTER I. 

ti~~~ Received the Letter you mention, con-
taining Remarks on the Dialogues be
tween Theron and //fpajio. As after a 

~~~~ careful Perufal, I faw very little Reafon 
to alter my Sentiments, I laid afide your Epiftle 
without returning an Anfwer, in hopes that my Si
lence (which it feems you mifiook for Obftinacy) 
would mofl: em·phatically fpeak my Advice·; which, 
had it been expreffed more plainly, would have been 
delivered in the Apofile's Words, That ye Jludy, or 
make it your Ambition, t.o he quiet *. 

B Since 

:ff: I Thefl". iv. 11. <l>lAO'Tl0EWs~,, a beautiful vVord, rich 
with Meaning, and not adequately tranflated by make 
it your Ambit nm1 ftill more ind.equately by our commoa 
Verficn. 



L E T T E R S to the Let. I. 
Since you have, by printing- thefe Remarks, f um- . 

mooed me, though reluctant, to the Bar of the Pub
lic, it fuould feem, that .I ought not to cl.if credit the 
Truth once delivered to the Saints, by a timid Silence; 
and I am the more willing to anf wer for myfelf, as 

I have now the Privilege of an unprejudiced Judge, 
and an impartial J ury.-If my Defence iliould be loft 

on my Opponent, it may poffibly make fome ufeful 
Impreffions on the Court, and candid Audi·ence. 
However, I will not abfolutely defpair of convincing 
Mr. Wejley himfelf, becaufe it is written, Give 
.Admonition to a wife Man, and he will yet be wifar *· 
On fome very momentous and interefiing Points, I 
may probably be a little more copious than the ftrict 
Laws of Argument demand, in order to exhibit 
fame of the great Truths of the Gofpel, info ,/ear a 
Light, that he may run who reLJdeth them; in fo amia
ble and inviting a Light, that the Believer may rejoice 
in them,_ and the Sinner may long for them. For 
fuch Digreffions, I promife myfelf an eafy Pardon, 
both from yourfelf and the Reader. 

Thus you open the Debate : " In the fecond_ 
'' Dialogue, is not the Defcription often too laboured, 
" the Lan~age too fliff and affeCled ?" I muft con
fefs, Sir, this Animadverfion feems to be as jufi,, as the 
Prai'fe which you ha-ve here, and elfewhere befiowed, 
appears to be lavi!h: The former, if not more pleafing, 
may be no lefs fe.rviceable than the latter ; for Both 
I acknowledge myfelf your Debtor, and if ever I at
tempt any Thing more in the Capacity of an Author, 

I will 

~ ~'fOV. ix. 9· The original Phrafe is only rn gi'Vl, 
which may fignify, gi'Ve Admonition, as well as (what o,Q.r 
Y erfon has fuppofed) ll!jlruai.011. 
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I wiH be fore to keep my Eye fixed on the Caution 
you have given. 

I am forry that the next Words b.ring on a Com
plaint, fo dofe to my Acknowledgment. " You cite 
" the Pages according to the Dublin Edition, having 
" wrote the rough Draught of what follows in 
" Ireland." But fhould you not, in Complaifance to. 
your Readers on thjs Side the Water, have referr.ed 
to the Pages of the Englijh Edit~on? For want of 
fuch Reference, there is hardly Dift~n8ion enough, 
in fome Places, to know which are your \Vords, and 
which are .Afeafia's.-Should you not alfo, in J ufiice 
to the Author, before you tranfcribed the rough 
Draught for the Prefs, have confulted the lefi Edi
tion of his Work ? Which you well knew was n9t 
the Copy, from which the lrijh lmpreffion was taken, 
yet might reafonably fuppofe to be the leaft inac,.. 
curate. 

When I read your next Paragraph, I am firuck 
with Reverence, I am afuamed and almofi: aftonilh
ed, at the littlenefs of the preceding Obferva
tions : Stiffnefs of Style, and a Thoufand fuch 
Trmes, what are they all compared with 'Jujliji
cation before the infinite and immortal G 0 D? This 
is a Subject that commands our moft awful Regard~ 
a Bleffing that iliould engage our whole Attention .. 
As this is the grand Article to come under our Con ... 
fideration, I would defire to maintain an inceffant 
Dependence on the Dwine S PI RI T, that my 
Thoughts m:ay be iofluei:iced, and my Pen guided by 
the Wifrlom which cometh from above; that I may 
ne,ither pervert the Truth, by any erroneous Repr~ ... 
fentations, nor dilhonour it by an unchrifiian Tem
per. It would be eafy to make ufe of bitter Satire, 

B z and 
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and dlfJainful Irony, the contemptuous Sneer, or the 
indignant Frown.-And indeed, Sir7 you have laid 
yourfelf open to every Attack of this Kind ; but thefe 
are not the Wea pons of a Chrifiian's Warfare, 

Non Defen/oribus ijlis, 

we are to give a Reafon of the Hope that is in us, 
with Meeknefs and Fear; Meeknefs, with regard to 

thofe who interrogate or oppofe us; Fear, with re
ga.rd to HIM, whofe Caufe we plead, and whofe Eye 
is ever upon us. " Is J ufiification, you fay, more or 
" lefs, than G 0 D's pardoning and accepting a 
" Sinner, through the Merits of CHRIST?" I 
fomewhat wonder, Sir, that you fhould afk d.1is 
Q1eftion, when it is profeifedly anfwered by Afpajio, 
who has prefented you with a very circumfiantial 
Definition of Jufiification, explaining it, efiablilliing 
i!, and obviating feveral Objections advanced againft 
it. If you would animadvert with Spirit and Force, 
or indeed to any ~onfiderable Purpofe., lhould you 
not lay open the Impropriety of this Definition, 
fhewing from Reafon and Scripture, that it is neither 
accurate nor orthodox ? 

At Pages 49, 50, the Reader may fee .dJPefio's Ac
count of Jufiification, and find the Words Imputa
tion and Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, particularly 
explained. The latter denoting, " all the various 
" 1nfiances of his active and paffive Obedience;" ac .. 
cordingly it is affirmed (Page 51) " The PunHh
" ment we deferved, he endures, the Obedience 
" which we owed, he fulfils.''-What /lfpajio here 
profeffes to underftand by the Righteoufnefs of 
CHRIS 'f, the Reader is particularly req uefied to 
bear 1n his Memory, that he be not mifled by 

7 . M~ 
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the Divine Prefence, and ftands before the Divine 
MAJESTY - Not like David's Ambaffadors·, 
ftealing themfelves into Jericho ; fafe indeed, but 
with the Marks of Ammonitijh Infults on their Perfons: 
He rather enters like that illuftrious Exile, ]ofiph, 
into the Prefence of Pharaoh, when his Prifon Gar
ments were taken from him, and he was arr~yed in 
f' ejlures of fine Linen., meet for the Shouide'rs of 
thofe, who appear before Krngs. With this Expli
cation I am content that your Definition take place 

of mine *. I would farther obferve, that you have 

dropt the Word imputed, which inclines me to f uf
peCt, you would cafuier the Thing. But let me afk, 
Sir, How ·can we be jufiified by the Merits of 
CH R {ST', un'lefs they are imputed to us? W onld 

the Payment made by a Surety, procure a Difcharge 
for the Debtor, unlefs it was placed to his Ac
count? It is cert~in, the Sacrifices of old could not 
·make an Atonement, unlefs they were imputed to 
each Offerer refpeClive~. This was an Ordinance 

fettled 

~ccurs in Mr. Wejley's Letter, and in many valuable 
Writerg, I have, led by their Example, ufed it in th'a 
following Debate, fiill underfianding it, and fiill ufing it, 
in the Senfe explained ab_ove. 

• To gratify Mr. Wef!ey, I have admitted his Phrafe. 
" The Merits of CH RJS 'I/' though as it is a Phrafe of 
-dubious Import,. and whatalmofi any Sea or Herefy will 
fubfcribe, I 1hould much fooner choofe to abide by Afpajio's 
Language. And why 1hould we not all f peak with the 
Scriptures ? Why fhould we not ufe the Expreffions of 
'the Apofile? He fays,jujlified hy the Blood of CH R lS'T; 
he fays, made righteous hy tbe Ohedimce of CH R IS'F; 
when therefore we fay, Sinners are rardoned and ac-

.cepted through the Blood, and through the Obedience of 
CH R IS'F, we have a Warrant for our l ·0thine, which is 
indifputable, and ·a 'Precedent for our Language, which 
is unexceptionable. · 
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fettled by J EH 0 VA H himfelf *· And were not 
the Sacrifices, was not their I mpufation typ.icai of 
CHRIST, and Things pertaining to C l;l RI S'T? 
The former prefiguring his all -fufficient Expiation, 
the latter lhadowing forth the Way whereby we are 
Partakers of its .Efficacy. T'he Righteoufnefs (not 
the Righteoufnefs and Obedience, Afpajio fpeaks 
otherwife) which CH~ IS T performed is reckoned 
by G 0 D as our own.- This you call an ambiguous 
Expreffion, but, if confidered in Conjun8ion wi,th 
the foregoing and following Enlargements, I !hould 
think can hardly deferve the Charge. .Afpofio all 
along labours to be underfiood. In this Place he 
more fully opens his Meaning by giving ano.ther 
View of the Nature, and by fpecifying the Efl-etls 
'Of Imputation. "fhe Nature,-it being the fame as 
placing to our Account fomething not our own t· 
The EffiEls, - CH R IS T's Righteoufaefs, thus 
placed to our Account, being as effe8:ua1 for obtain
ing our Salvation, as if it was our own perfonal 
~alification :t:. T'o the latter you exprefsly agree, 
to the former you make no ObjeB:ion : 1'o the 
whole DoClrine, thus explained, you elfewhere deo 
dare your Affent. 

B4 If 

,. ltt"J. vii. 1 S. If any of the Flefo if the Sao·ifia of 
hi1 Peau-Offiri11gs, he eaten at all 011 the third Da)', it 
foal/ not be accepted, neither foal! it he imputed unto 
him that ojferetb it. It ihall not be accepted, Why r 
for this Reafo~, becaufe it fha11 not be imputed. A pla in 
Jndication, that the latter is the Caufe of the former. 
That without Imputation, whether it be of the typical 
or real Sacrifice, the Blood of the Beaft, or the Death 
of CHRIS 'I, there is no Acceptance. 

t rheron and .Afplilfto, p. 50. t ' Ibid. p. 5 l· 
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If in all this we may depend upon you, Sir, mufi: 
we not feel an alarming Shock at your Adjuration in 
the next Paragraph? 

" For C 11 RI S T's Sake do not." What? furely 
nothing lefs can excite or jufl:ify this vehement Ex
clamation, but the Obtrufion of fome Do8rine, 
that is mofl: glaringly falfe and abfolutely damna
ble. Shall we have f uch a fo]emn Firing, fuch a 

Thunder of Explofion, on1y to filence a particular 
Phrafe? In another Perfon this would look 1ike 
profane Levity; in Mr. Wejley, the fofteft Appe11a
tion we can give it, is idle Pomp-All this Clamour 
merely again!l: Words ! Words too, the Explication 
of which, and the DoB:rine contained in them, 
yourfelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a Word or a 
Phrafe? Can it do either Good or Harm, but as 
conveying right or wrong Sentiments? Will the 
mere pronouncing or hearing of a Word (be ~t: 

.Abracadabra, or Higgajon Selah, or Imputed) with
out its Idea, poifon the Principles of Men, and in
duce them to work all Uncleannefi with Greedinefi? 
As you have been firing without an Enemy ( ./lfpajio 
is owned for an Ally) fo you feem to be triumphing 
without a ViB:ory. Afpajio's Charity for thofe who 
are difgufl:ed at the Expreffion, and have no -explicit 
Knowledge of the Doctrine, is guarded by the Words 

immediately following-" Yet live under the Belief 
"of the Truth, and in the Exercife of the Duty," as 
well as by the annexed Defcription of the Perfons, 

and their Temper; who are far .enough from fancying, 
that· if they may but be pardoned for the Sake of 

CHRIST, they can obtain the Divine Favour, and 

a T~t1e to future Happinefs, by their own good Be
haviour. Hence it will appear, that he has been too 

cautious, 
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cautious, to part with the very 1~hing for which he 
is contending. And this is more abundantly evi
dent, from the Clofe of his charitable Paragraph, 
wherein, though he allows fuch People to be fafe; 
yet he laments their Embarrafs, a'nd tJ1-eir De
ficiency in Light, Strength, and Confolation. " The 
" Phrafe is not fcriptural." Suppofe it were nor·, 
this would afford but a flight Reafon, for fo pa:ffi
onate an Outcry: However, this is certain, St. 
Paul ufes the Phrafe, G 0 D imputeth *, and that 
Righteou/nefs might be imputed t. Now, is It - pof
fible, that there lhould be Righteoufnefs imputed, 
yet not an imputed Rigbteoufnefs? To affert this 
mufr argue either a wonderful fubtil Refinement, or 
an exceeding {hong Prejudice. " Ir is not ne
" cdfary."-Perhaps fo. But is it not nece:!fary 
Mr. Wejley fhould either inform us, what Senfe 
of the Phrafe it is, which he apprehends fo like
ly to miflead Men, or cife, infl:ead of exclaiming 
againfr Afpajio, iliould join all his Force with him, 
in defending that Senfe which they both efpoufe? 
'' It has done immenfe Hurt."-When we are made 
fenfible of the immenfe, or ir.deed of any real, hurt 
done by the Phrafe, imputed; when we fee thofe 
who diflike it, cordially warm for the Sentiment ex
preifed in other Words, we will then confent to refign 
it for its Equivalent, reckoned as our own,-plaad to our 

.dccount,-as ejfeftual as if our own per_(onal ~talijica
tion. 'fill then we mufi guard the Cafket for the 
Sake of the Jewel. We prefer the Word imputed, 

becaufe it fays more at once, than any other T'erm 
we know, and becaufe we are aware of a common 

Praetice ufed in all Age~, by the Oppofers of found 
l)ochine~ 

* Rom. iv. 6. t Rom. iv. 11. 
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DoClrine. They pretend a Zeal only againfi: the 
Phrafe, that by bringing this into Difufe, they mty 
caute that to be forgotten. Shall we not then difpute 
for imputed Righteoufnefs? Yes, Sir, we muH dif. 

pute, both for the DoCtrine and for the Phrafe, fince 
there are Perfons who openly firike at the one, and 
we fear with a View to fupplant the other. Shall we 
not difp te for imputed Righteoufnefs-though the 
Words are a grand Peculiarity of the Scriptures, and 
the Thing the very Spirit and Effcnce of the 
Golpel ? Not dif pu te for that which is better to us 
Sinners than all W ~rlds, better than our Hearts 
could wiili, or our Thoughts concaive; which in 

fh ort is the befi, the noblefi, the completefi Gift, 
that G 0 D himfelf can befi:ow ! 

\Vhen fuch a Gift, and f uch a Rightcoufnefs is 
the Subjetl of Di!putation, we mufi: not give Place, 

no, not for an I-lour; we muft: maintain its matchlefs 
Excellency, fo long as we have any Breath, or any 
Being, We mufi fay in direCl: Oppofition to your 
fervent but unadvifed Zeal, '' For CHRIS T's 
' ' Sake," let us contend carneft1y for imputed Righ
. 1.?(nefs; becaufe it is the brightefi Jewel in His 
n1" iatorial Crown. " For the Sake of immortdl 

H Souls," Jet us hold fall and hold forth this precious 
Truth; bec:iufe it yields the firongefi Confolation 
to the guilty Confciencc, and furniilics the moft 

endearing, as well as the mofi: prevailing Induce .. 

ment to univerfal Obedience. 
" To afcribe Pardon to CHRJSTs pa/five, eternal 

" Life to his a[}ive Obedience, is fanciful rather than 
~'judicious." The Remark is jufi; not fo rhe Qyota· 
tion; /!fpajio is fomewhatdisfigured by your Dtfiortion 
ofhis Features.; he limps a little, by your Diflocation of 

a L imb. 
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a Limb. There is in his Language, Guard enough to 
check every Attempt, either to diflolve the Union, or 
fever the Coagency, of the different Parts of our 
L 0 R D's Righteoufnefs. · 

But let us give .Afpaji!l a fair Hearing, thus he ex
pre{fes himfelf, " To divide them (the aElive and 
" pa./five Righteoufnefs) into detached Portions, incle
" pendent on each other, feems to be fanciful rather 
"th.an judicious." To divide into detached Porti
ons, is more than to difl:ingui!h between the one and 
the other. The latter .Afpajio pratli [es, the former 
·he difavows. " Independent of each other''-do 

thefe Words fl:and for nothing? Have they no Mean
ing, that here you !hew them no Regard, and 
never recolleet them throughout your whole Epifi:le? 
Had you honour€d them with any Degree: of Notice, 
feveral of your Objell:ions mufr have been pre
cluded, and if the more candid Reader pleafes 

to bear them in Memory, feveral of your OhjeCli
·ons~ will at the very firfl: View, fa11 to the Ground. 

Befides, the Perfon who tdls us, the Cafe feem; 

to be fo, is not fo peremptory, as he who roundly 
affirms it to he (o ; the former i.s all that A/pa.Ji~ 

has advanced. Though I am willing that ycu 
1hould corretl: his Style, yet I mufi beg of you, Sir, 
not to make him quite fo pofitive; let him have the 
SarisfaB:ion of being modefi, even where he has the 
l\tlisfortune, in your Opinion at leaf1, to be erro
neous. 

" CHRIS Ts univerfal Obedience from his Birth 
"to his Death, is the one Foundation of my Hope," 

fay3 Afpajio. To which you affent, and with a 
faudabl.e Vehemence, reply, " 'This is unquefiion ... 
" ably rjght." I wiih, Sir, you would ponde r your 

Words 
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'iV ords before you fpeak, at Ieafl: before you print, 
that there niay be fomething fixed and certain, O.l\ 

~vhich we may depend, and by which you will abide. 
One would think, after this Acknowledgment, pro
nounced with fuch an Air of Solemnity, you could . 
11ever fo far forget yourfelf, as to open your Mouth 
againfl: the Obedience, the univerfal Obedience of 
CHRIST, which furely mull include ho.th what 
he wrought, and what he fuffered. You confefs it 
to be your Foundation,-the F ou,nd~ti-0n of your 
lJope, the only Foundation of ~ou.r -Hope·; can you 
then, without the mofi: amazing Inconf~Jtency, either 
wifh to fecreN! the ·DoB:rine, or offer . to difcounte

nance the Expreffion ? 
" 'There is no Manner of Need to make the Im

" putation of CHRIS T's aB:ive Righteoufnefs a 
'' feparate Head of Difcourfe." -No Manner of 
Need, even though you declare, that this active Righ-

- teoufnefs, together with the expiatory Death, 
is the only Foundation of your Hope~ Can you 
think it poffible to treat of jiJch a 1'opic too particu
larly, too difiinetly, too minutely ?-Afpajio has lhewn 
the Need, or affigned the Reafon for this Method of 
handling the Subject ; becaufe it fets the Fulnefs of 
our L 0 R D's Merit in the dearefi Light, and gives 
the completefi: Honour to G 0 D's holy Law. Have 
you alledg~d any Thing to difprove, or fo much as 
to invalidate his Plea ? Ought not this to have been 
done before your Affertion can be valid, or even 
decent? 

Befides, are there not Perfons in the \Vorld, who 
fondly imagine, that if they can but have Pardon 
through C l-1 RI S 'T, they fuall by their own Doings 
fecure eternal Life ? VvThen fuch Perfons are in 

Danger 
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Danger of overlooking the active 0b'1dience of the 
REDE E !v1 ER, why fhould you not for their 
Sakes allow us to make the Imputation of his Righte
oufnefs "a feparate Head of Dilcourfe ?"That, feeing 
the tranfcendent Perfection of CHRIS cr's Work, 
they may ceafe from confiding in their own*, left 
it be faid to them another Day, I will declare thy 
Righteoufnefs, and thy Works, that for the grand Pur
pofe of J uHification, they /hall not profit thee -f. 

We muft therefore take leave to dwell upon the 
act-ive Righteoufnefs of our L 0 RD; we mu fl difplay 
its Perfection, in Oppofition to aH the vain Pretcn
fions of human ~1alifications, Endeavours, or At
tainments; we muft demonftrate that as the Heavens 
are higher than the Earth, fo is this Divine Obedi
ence higher than all the Works of the Children o.f 
l\Ien. Yea, fo tranfcendent in itfe!f, and abfolutely 
perfecr, as to be incapable of any Augmentation. All 
the good Deeds of all the Saints, could they be added 
to it, would not increafe in any Degree its jufiifying; 
Efficacy; it is like all the other Works of G 0 D, 
(;oncerning which we are told, nothing can be added tr; 

them. This brings to my Remembrance a rno!t beauti
ful, and fublirne Reprefentation, which you muft have 
read in the Evange.lical Prophet, Every Valley jhal/ be 
exalted, and every M ountain and Hill Jhall be mad.e 
low, and the crooked Jhal/ be made jlrmght, and the 
rough Places plain, and the Glory of the L 0 RD }Ji,,;;!l 
be revealed, and all Flejh /hall fee it together. Here 
Mountains are demo1ilhed, Valleys are elevated, and 
the Earth is levelled into a fpacious Plain. on Purpofe 
to accomplifh what Mr. lP"ifey fuppofes unne
ceffary; on Purpofe to give the moft clear, full, 

!hiking · -• Heb. iv. ~ o. t Ifa. hii. I 2 . 
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{hiking View of the great REDE E MER, of his 
wonderful Perfon, and glorious Work; that he 
alone may be diftinguiCned and exalted ; may walk 
majefiic and confpicuous through the Midft of Man
kind, as being fingly and completely fu.fficient for the 
Recovery of Sinners. That afl Fle!h, not Jews 
only, but Gentiles alfo; not Men of Reputation only, 
but the meanefi of Mortals, the mofi: infamous of 
Wretches, may together fee his Glory, may on equal 
Ground, without any Pre-eminence of one above 
another, contemplate and partake of his precious 

·Death and perfect Righteoufnefs, which are the one 
Object of divine Complacency, and the fovereign 
Glory of the LORD REDEEMER. According to 
the Import of this magnificent Piece of Imagery, all 
the Differences that fu bfift between one Man and 
another are abolifhed; nothing but CH RI ST and 
his complete vVork are propofed, as the Caufe of 
Jufiification and the Ground of Hope. Faitb beholds 
nothing but the Divine 'JESUS; it never enquires, 
What ~ave I done? vVhat have I f uffered P But 
what has that mo ft ill ufi:rious Perfonage done, and wh:at 
f uffered ? \Vhat has J E f-! 0 VA H manifefl:ed in 
our Nature, wrought for the Benefit and Redemption 
of Sinne.rs ?-Faith is never weary of viewing or re
viewing efrher the altive or paffive Obedience 
of IMMANUEL. Faith · will ·declare, that nei• 
dler of thefe Points can be fet forth in too fhong or
too recommending a Light. Faith is ever defiring 
to fee more and more of the SAVI 0 U R's W or
thinefs, tl)at the Soul may rejoice in his Exc;ellency, 
and be filled with. all his Fullnefs. 

May you, Dear Sir, abound in this faith, and 
live under fuch Views of G 0 D Cijr SA V l 0 UR; 

the'} 
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then I flatter myfelf you will be ditfatisfied with your 
prefent Opinion, and not be difgufied at the Freedom 
of Speech, ufed by 

Your's, &c. 

L E T T E R II. 

RE v. s IR, 

I Am particularly pleafed at my Entrance on this 
Epiftle, becaufe it pr~fents me with a View of 

Mr. Wejley in very good Humour. Inftead of re. 
buking, he commends. He puts off the Frown 
of Cenfore, for ~he Smile of Approbation. I hope 
to follow the amiable Example. To approve and 
applaud, wherever Opportunity offers, and Truth 
permits. And though I £hall be fometirnes obligecl 
to oppofe or refute; yet, I lhall do both with all 
the 'Tendernefs and Lenity, which may confifi with 
a proper Vindication of the Truth. 

" The third and fourth Dialogues contain an 
'' admirabl e Ill ufl:ration and Confirmation of the 
" great Doetrine of CH R l ST's Satisfadion."
This is generoufly acknowledged. Yet even here it 
fo unhappily falls out, that Complaifance gets the 
Stan of Judgment. Did you advert, Si.r, to the 
State of the C ontroverfy, or fee the Confequence of 
.Afpafio's Arguing, you mull: either give up a favou
rite Tenet, or elfe diffent from his Doctrine. 

Afpof# 
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Afpa/io maintains, that CH RI S'l''s Sufferings 
were P1,milhment; real, proper Puniihment. Now 
could C 1-1 RI S 'T, an innocent Perfon, be punifhed,_ 
without bearing Sin .; the very Sin of others? Could 
CHRIST, a Divine Perfon, bear the Sin of others, 
and not do it perfect ly away! Or can they, whofe 
Guilt was punifhcd in CHRIST, and whofe Sin is 
perfel1ly done away by CHRIST, can they perifh 
eternally ? But I forbear. Y,. ourfelf, and the judi

cious Reader wi 11 eafil y apprehend my Meaning, and 

difcern the Point, to which thefe Qyeil:ions lead. 

All the Benefit I propofe by this Remark, is, to 

convince l\!1r. Wejley., that he is not incapable 

of a 1\1il1ake-That he has tripped a little, in what 
he commends, and therefore may poffibly make a 
falfe Step, in what he condemns. 

U nlefs I may Le allowed to propofe this additional 
Advantage, the reCt:ifying an Impropriety in fome 
People's Apprehenft.ons, concern!.ng our L 0 R D's 

vicarious Sufferings. It is ulual)o fay, " He bore · 
" the Punifhment, nqt the Guilt; the Penalty, not 
" the Fault." Which feems to be a DifiinClion, 
more fcrupulous than judicious. Anfwers no other 
End, but that of derogating from our RE
DEE ME R's c;race, and weakening the Founda
tion of our Hopes. 

rfhe Guilt of Sin, I take to be what the Apo!He 
calls, avop.~x, the Tran(greffion of the Law. From 
hence ariles the Obligation to Punifument. This 

Guilt, our L 0 -R D fa truly bore, that he was no lefs 
liable to the Arrefi of J uftice, and the Inflitlion of 
Vengeance, th<rn if he himfelf had committed the 
mofi enormous Crimes.-He bare, fays the I-I 0 LY 

G H 0 S -r, the Sin of numy. But Punilhment can-
not 
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not be reckoned the fame as Sin, any more than 
Wages can be accounted the fame as Work. If 
then our L 0 ~ D bore Sin itfelf, he m ufi bear every 
Thing criminal, that is, included in it; no Circum
fiance of Demerit or Aggravati.on excepted. 

He bore the Fault, therefor~ he makes us with
out Fault in the Sight of G 0 D; and will prefent 
us faultlefs before the l'hrone, w-k.h exceeding Joy.
He bore the Guilt-Therefore our L 0 R D's Suffer
ings were real Puni!hment, jufily inRiEl:ed by the 
fupreme JUDGE, and, on Principles of J uftice, 
difcharge us from all Punilhment whatever. He 
bore the Filth,-therefore he felt, what thofe wretched 
Souls endure, who die in their Iniquities ; his eter
nal FATHER forfook him, and hid his Face 

from him as from an abominable ObjeCt. 
This renders our SA VI 0 U R's Propitiation, 

great, wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing 
this, we have nothing to fear. Confcience is fati( ... 
fied, and the Accufer of the Brethren is filenced. 
Nothing can be laid to our Charge by the righteous 

Law, and nothing remains to awaken the Ind ·gna
tion of the righteous JU 1) GE.- vVhereas, if th-is 
was not done, we have Realon to be terribly ap
prehenfive. lf CHRIST bore not the Guilr, then_ 
Sinners mufi bear it in their own Perfons ; if he 
took not away the Filth; then it mufi: lie on 1~ranf
greffors, and render them loathfome for ever. If the 
Fault was not transferred to him, then it mufi: abide 
upon us, and be our everlafl:ing Ruin. 

Neither does this Dotl:rine in any Degree detract 
from 01:1r SAVI 0 U R's Dignity. 1t rather give:'> 
Him the Honour due unto His Name, j ES US. 
As in the Scales of a Bab',n ce thr;- lower the one 

c d e fce nd~,. 
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dciccnJ3, the higher the other mounts, fo the deeper 
nur 1\1 E J) I A ·r ()R's Humiliation fink , to the 
more exalted ficizh t does His Glory rifo. The· 

more horrible the Con<lition to which he fubmjtted, 
the more ill ufirioufl y His Goodnefs fhines, and the 
more clearly the PcrfcB:ion of His vVork appears. 

SatidaB:ion W flS m ade to the Divine Law, fays 
Afpajio. '' I do not remember any fuch Exprcffion 
(I; in Scripture," replies Ivlr. ll/ijLy.-But do you 

not remember this Expreffion in the Epifi]e to the 

Galatiam, CH R l ST was made uwlt'r the Law '* ? 
\Vhy was He ma<lc under the Law, but to fulfil 
its Precepts, and undergo its Pcnaity? ~111d is not 
this a Satisfattion to its Demands ? 

'f'hc Truth i~:, the Divine Law was violated by 
our SinJ . It W;:!S abfolutcly impoffihlL: fo r us td 

nlJkc any Reparation, therefore CHRIS r:r in our 
aturc a1 J in OL r Stead fubmittcd to its Obligations, 

that he might rn~1gnify i~ injureJ Autho rity, and 
render it in the highc t Degree venerable : Might 
rn .1kc even it tremendous S<rnClions and rio-oroug 
Rcquirct 1ents, tl c very Bafis of (;race, lVIcrcy, and 
1 CJ.cc.-Divincly noble C ntriv~:mce ! U nfpcakably 

l rccious E., pcJic ll ! By this l\lc;ins, V cngcancc and 
Forbe,n~ncc h:w~ me t together; \V rath and I .ove 

h; vc kiffcd c<1ch other, in the Redemption of Sin-
11ers. 'The Law fays , I am fulfillcJ. Jufticc fays, 

l an1 

G,d. iv. ·!·· T he.re is, l think, fometlinf~ u 1conth 
·m this E. p:d1ion, ft1ade m111't·r t be Lcvw. fH01.w0- ' tis
trne very \\•ell comports wi h both the Cfrn fc~, o~ 11vvc:xiv..@J.. 

{:f vno ~ ar:n. Bur in the E11glij/.; Tranfb.i:ion, tl c Partici
ple rn:ght, not ungraccfuily, be :!ried, perhaps in fome 
fuch J\1 ani er ~ the Son qf C 0 D c:v«.r made r:f ,1 IFoMan, 
::rnd l:m.wc jidjttJ to tht' Larr.rv" 
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I am fat isfied . Vlhiie both conc~r to expedite and 
afcertain the Salvation of ;i. Believer. 

' ' 1 'h is Way of fpeaking of the Law, as a Perfori 
" inj urcd, and to be fatisfiPd, feems hard I y defenfi...: 
" ble.'' Does not the l\ pofile fpeak of the Law as · 

a Perfon r A Perfon that liveth *, to . whom fome are 

married, and to whom others arc dead? Ajpajio will 
always think himfelf, and his l\11anner of fpeaking 
fufficiently defenfibl e, fo long as he has the Apofioli
ca1 Practice for his Precedent. 

Having fuch a Precedent he wants no other; 
othcrwiiC he might plead the Authority of Mr. 'Johli 
lf7ejley; who in his Explanatory I~otes on the New 
're/lament, fays-" 'I'he Law is here fpoken of (by 
" a common Figure) as a Per fen, to which as to 
" an Hufband, Life and Death are afcribed t·" And. 
if the Law be an Huf.band, may not an Huiliand be 
injured? IVIay not an injured f-Iuiliand infif1: upon 
being fatisfi.ed ? 

'' All the Benefits of the new Covenant are the 
'' Purchafe of CH R 1 S CZ~'s BJood," this is Afpajio's 
Belief. To this you afient, " Surely they are."
\Vith Pleafore I :fhould receive yo1 r Suffrage, was I 
not afraid th at this is your Mean ing ; they are fa the _ 
Purchafe of His Blood, as not to have any Depen
dence on, or a!ly Connection with , his mofi perfe-0 t:' 

Obedience. I v»2.S al.umeJ b; the Clofc of your latt 
Paragr~ph , and my Suf picions are increcifed by the 

followinz neg.J.ti \ e Intcrrog;;.c~on; " after · this has 

C 2 '' been 

* J,or;1. vii. 1, +· The \Vord ~n at the End of the 
fid1 Ve de is f pokrn of the Law, not of the Man, as; 
l\1r. M' ejley ~1.·'~l others have ery jofrly obferved. It 
ilLoul,; therefore 1J1; tr::tn! c:.ted not hre, but It. 

t Sc~ Explan. No cs, Ram. vii. L 
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'' been fully proved, where is the Need, where is 
" the Ufe of contending fo firenuoufly, for the Im
" putation of His Righteoufnefs ?" 

Afp{'.fio has informed you, Sir, in the fecond Dia
logu.e. He has there fhewn-the Advantage of un
folding~ circumfiantiall y and copioufl y, this momen
tous 'Truth.-To gi-ve you fa,r.ther. Satisfaetion.. he. 
has quoted the Words of aH emin.e11t Divine, of 
which the following are a Part,,.-" Whoever rejects 
' ' the Doctrine of the Imputation· of our SA V ~
" 0 U R's Righteoufnefs to Man, does, by fo do
'' ing, rejeCl: the Imputation of Man's Sin to our 
" SAVI() UR, and all the Confequences of it.''
I f you are not fatisfied with Mr. Staynoe's Reafons, 
:.wu are remitted to St. Paul. In 1?.om. v. (a Chapter 
of diHingui01ed Dignity and Importance) he teaches 
Iviankind that CH R l ST diBd for the Ungodly; 
tha.t we are j ufhfied throWigh His Blood, are faved 
from vV rath by His Death. After all this had b~en 

f ul:ly proved, where was the Need, where was th~ 

Ufe of infifiing largely upon that Obedience of ONE 

by which many are made* Righteous? Or upo.-i. 
\hat Righteoufnefs of 0 NE, whi.ch is imput(;'.d tQ, 

ma11y for J ufiification of Life ? Yet this the infpireq 
Writer evidently does. 

Anf wer the foregoing ~.Jeftion, in Behalf of the 
Apoftle, and you will arifwer it in Behalf of Afpajio. 
Or if you decline the Office, glvc me leave,. S:i.r, to 
ar.1fwer it on Behalf of them both. 'I'hc Blood of 
C 1-l R J. ST is never confidered as independent on, 
or detached from, the Ri£hteoufnefs of CHRIS 'T. 

~ v 

'l'hey united their ble!fed Efficacy i·n accomplilhing_ 
the vVork of our Redemptio11; we alw~ys !o.ok upon 

tl.lern 

'·"' Rom. v. 1g. 
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them as a grand and glorious Aggregate, in their 
Agency infeparable, though in M·editation d1fbin
guifhable. Being thus difiingu ifhable, at proper 
rI'imes, we meditate upon each difiinB:;y. V/e dif

play each with all the Particularity poffib1e, and 
c~nnot but ·contend for the Imputation of one, as 
well of the other. rrhe farther we dig into either of 
thefe fpiritual Mines, the greater Fund of Treafures 
we difcover. The more we glorify the SA VI OUR, 
the more we firengthen Faith, and the greater Ad ... 
dition we make to our Comfort, our Peace, our Joy . 

.Afpojio enquires; if CHRIST was o-ur Subflitute 
as to penal Stiffering, why not as to jufiify·i-ng {)be

dience? You reply-(' the former is exprefsly a!
" ferted in Scripture, the latter is not ex
" prefsly affirted there." A fmall Inaccuracy here ; 
Sfr 1 the former is no mor.e a Scripture ExpreHion.., 
than the latter; while the J atter -is no 'lefa the Doc
trine and Sen re of Scripture than the former.-A 
little Piece of Forgetfulne(s likew,ife ! Since you juft 
now acknowledged, that " CHRIS T's univerfal 
" Obedience was the one Foundation of your Hope." 
But how can His Obecflence be any Foundation of 
your Hope, if in this Capacity he was not your 
S.ubfiitute ? Take away the Circumfiaocc of Subfii
ttU tion, and there is flO m ore Ground for your Re
liance on the Obed -i ence of CHRIST, than for 
your Reiiance on the Obedience of Gabriel. lf/e arc 
made the Righteoufnefs of C 0 D, becaufe we are 
l i.V Him, as our Proxy and our HeaJ. Becaufe he 
wrought the jufiifying Righteoulnefs, not only jn 

our Nature, but in our Name, not on! y JS our Be· 
nefact.or, but as our Reprefrntative. 

c 3 " As 
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" As Sin and r\1ifery h,!VC abounded through the 
'' firfi: -'1dam, I\1ercv and Gr::c:e 11avc much more 

J 

~' abounded through the fe ond. So that nov.r none 
'' have Reafon to complain." Herc indeed we have 
.Afpriji.o's \V ords , lJ' t in a patched anJ di:,figured 
Condition. One Part taLen f1 om l' age I 9 5, and an<_)
t:her wrenched from Page 19 r. Let ~u1y one read the 

whole of thofe Paffages, and ju<lfic whether they can 
be fairly applied to the DoClrines of :Z!eltion or Pre"' 
defiination. Yet I'v1r. lf/ejley is refolved at a11 Adven
tures, with or without Occafion, to introduce thefo 
Subjects of deep and perplexed Di(putation. 'There
fore he replies, " No, not if the fecond Adam. <lied 
~' for all, otherwife all for whom He did not die, 
'' have great Rea[on to complain." 

Here, Sir, do you not force an Inference fiom 
..dfpajio's Vv ords, foreign to his ]Jefign? He is (peak
ing of thofe who betake them(tlves to C 1-l R l S <[') 

and are recovered through his Righteoufn Is. Such 
:Perfons he particularly mentions. Of [uch <llone he 
difcourfes; without confide ring the Cafe of others~ 
who, defpifing, or qegleB:ing the REDEEIV1ER, re

jecr the Counfel of GOD agalnfr thcmfelves.-vVou1d 
it not be as edifying to the Reader, and as agreeable 
to your Office, if you {hou1d join wiLh Afp{ljio in 

t'.]ifpJaying the free, fopcrabun<lant, infinitely rich 
Grace of our GOD; altogether as becoming this, as 
to divert his Aim, an<l retard his Steps, ·~vhen he is 
preffing forw::trds to this Prize of our high calling in 
CH RI ST ' f ES US? _, 

Afpajio's Vv.,. orcls are, " YVhen we betake our
" felves to CHAJST JEST.JS, we mall find, that, 
~' as Sin a1 J Mifcry have abounded, (rJc." Plcafo 
to obferve, Sir, how he lin1its his Difcourfc, con!c-

7 que . .itly 
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quently is obliged to defend nothing, but what cor-
refponds with fuch Limitation . 

.f-Iad the Ifraelites any Caufe to be diliatisfied with 
the Provifion, made for th~ir Suftenance and their 

Cure, when the Serpent of Hrafs was lifted up on 
the Pole, and when the Bread from I-leaven lay ro.und 
about their Tents ? No more have Sinners any 

Caufe to think themfelves aggrieved, when the Sal
vation of G 0 D is evidently fet before them in the 
Gofpel; is brought to their very Door, in tl1e 
preaching of the vVord, and they are a11owed, im
:portuned, commanded to receive it by Faith. This 
is enough for me. Enough this for any Tranfgref
fnrs, who want, not to gratify Curiofity, but to in
herit Life.-If they, or you, Sir, chufe to pry fur

.t :v~r, a:.:d to intrude into the Di-vine Secrets, I rnuft 
le::ue you to yourfelves ; faying, as I depart, The 
j :~ct 1 hings belong unto the LORD our GOD; but thofe 
'1hi11gs which are revealed) belong unto us and {)fd.1' 

Children*· 
" 'I'he whole World of Believers."-" This ·is 

" an Expreffion which never occurs in Scripture."
It affords me a kind of prefumptive Proof, that., 
folid ObjcEtions are not at Hand, wben fuch Sha
~clows are liHed into the Service.-! fhou1d be under 

no Pain if you could prove your Chargl", beyond al1 
·Contradict ion. To what wouid it amount? \Vhy, 
;th at Afpajio having Occafion to mention a certain 
Topic, happened not to mak e Ufe of the very Sylla
·bles and Letters made Ufe of in Scripture. And do 
you or I, Sir, in all our Sermons , Journ als , Pre!er
vatives, 2nd Chrifiian Libraries, under t:1 ke to u[e 
none but fcriptural Expreffions? Had we done this, 

C 4 OX}~ 
tf; D.~ut. :xxix. 29. 
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one benefit miaht indeed have accrued to the Public. ;:;:, 

lt would confiderably have reduced our Volumes.-
But I trifle as well as l\/lr. lf/ejley. You proceed to 
enforce your RemonH:rance, by adding,-" 1\Jeither 

'' has the Expre{fion any Countenance from Scrip

" tu re." I am really a!hamed to detain our Readers 
any longer upon fo trivial a Point. Therefore what 
I am going to rep1y, is only a \Vord to your
fdf. You, Sir J can tell who it is that affirms in a 

cutain Hymn; 

For ev'ry )Wan 

Jt'J· jinijh'd it's pajl
rhe fPorld is forgiv'n 
For JESUS' s Sake. 

'The lf7orld forgi·ven / What, all the \V orld ? Every 
Child of Ada.m? They who believe not on CllRIST 
and die in their Sins? This you cannot mean; this 
vou dare not affert; this, I think, no l\1ortal can _, 

fuppofe. You yourfelf therefore, by " the World," 
mut1 intend " the believing World ;" and are you 
offended at .11/pajio for commenting on your Text? 

For expreffing plainly what is implied in your own 
vVords? 

In the LORD /hall all the Houfe of lfrael be ju/lifted. 
This Text .Afpajio quotes, and acquiefces in the 
common Vedion, upon which you animadvert. " It 
" ought unquefi:ionabiy to be rendered by or through 
" the LO RD.=' How hard is //fpajio's Lot! If he 
docs not ufe the exaB: Language of Scrjpture, he is 
criminal at your Bar, witnefs the preceding Objetliot1; 
if he does u fe the ex a Et Language of Seri pture, as in 
the prefent Infl:ance, you indite him for an errone-

b ous 
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ous Tranflation. So that it is next to impoffible to 
efcape your Cenfure. 

In the L 0 R D, you affirm is not the pure Lan
guage of Scripture, it is a wrong Tranflation, 
" and ought unquqjlionably to be rendered by or 
"through the LORD." Yet, 2<._yifquisadhuc uno 

partam c1J!it ajje Jvliner·vam-\Vhoever has learnt 

l-lehrew no more than a Month, will affure our 

Englijh Re2der, that the Prefix ::i is the very fir!t 
\\T ord in the Bible. M uil: it there be tranflated bv ... 
or through the Beginning ?-If our young Schol~r 
have only his Pfalter, he can {hew the fame Particle 
occurring three 1"'imes within the firfl: Verfe. In the 

Counfel-In the lf/ay-In the Seat.-Twice in the 
fccond Verfc; Ilis DeNght is in the Law-ln llis 
Law will he cxe1'Cife himfelf. Three 1,irnes more in 
the Remainder of the Pfalm, Shall bring /01'th Fruit 
in his Sea/on-Shall not )land in .Judgment. Neither in 
the Congregation of the Righteous. - Now let the 
Englijh Reader judge for hirnfe1f, whether the Fle
brew Prefix mui1 " unquejlionab!y be rendered" in 
a11 thefe Pl aces '' by or thro11g h." By or throu gh 
his Seafon 1 By or through the Congregation ! But 

I fiop, there is no Need to apply all the Pafl:1gcs. 
Neither is there any Need of critical Skill in Lan
guages , to determine concerning any one of them. 
Com mon Senfe in this Cafe is fufficiently qualified 
to be our Critic and our Arbitrator.-I only wifh 
Sir, you had produced the Evidence for the corrected 
Verfion. Then the Pub! ic mlght have feen on 
which Side the Balance were likely to turn ; and 

which were the mofi cogent Logic, " Ajpa)io's Doc
(f trine is falfc, therefore the 1'ran{btion 1s vvrong ;_ 

" or 



LE .. r TE RS to the Let . I!. 

~' or the Tran{lation is fa !r, t i1erc·fore his Docb ine 
" :s true." 

D_r thi Time,. I believe., ·_he z:n!t'mned Rrnder 
w i;l be?in to Ji fcer , vrhat DeRree of Credit is d ue 

~ ~ 

to you r Criticifms upc.1 the Original , and to your 
Alt~ r atiun o the commein r erfion , when they are 
fu pported )y n)thing m ore, than your bare A:ffer

tio11 .-I aHu bt g, i r'! to be apprehenfive that our can

vaffing t.·;~ St.nfe of V;,,.,. ords, and lifting the dead 
L<Jn~LDfl/.::v, 1,\

1 1ll be no very ag reeable E ntertainment 
to uny Re1 'er. I will therefor e for the fu~ u re be 
m0r::: C(.lncifc in the Exr::cution of this Bufinefs ; efpe
ci.t:iy as I have I.e tc give n a Specimen of what might 
be :~v!le . I vvil l try, if it is not pof:!lble, to <ini mate 
wh Jt woul d otherwife be dull, and to blend godly 
edifying , with crit ical Di!g u i f~tion. 

1'"e (Ire complete in him. With this Tranflation all(} 

1v1 r. lFr'fley fin ds Fault. " Th e Vl ords 1 itc:all y 
·' ' n:ndercd are, ye are ftlleJ v .. :ith h im.11-l am rt>ady 
to g.r:lnt 1 tha t Flaccs may be fo und, where the Pre
po.fi tion £!1 mutt be un.derfiood according to your 
-Sc n le. Bu t the n every oge knows that th is is no 
t.1e native , obvious, lite rd IVlean-ing ; rat\ er a 
r·.:Ic1 ni ng t"vvayeci , in CTu:: nccJ, moulded by the pre
.ceJin0u- or fol lo\vint.r Vl ord. 'rhe literal Si~nifiGHion 

0 ~ 

o f EY o~:u'!vJ is zts we have rendered it.~-No 1 i th ere the 

lcaH O ccafi.on to depart from the received l r terprc
tation, it is fuit:ible to the .Cont~xt, and to the Scope 
of the whole .Ep.ifl:lc. 

However, we will foppofe !}'Our -Criticifrn to be 
jufi. Docs this defhoy or cn.ervate A/pajio's Argu
ment? \Vould you have one M.eani.ng contradiB: or 
fupp1ant the oth er?'' Ye arc filled r;_u ith him, therefore 

" 1e are not complete in hinp?" Does the forme,r 
Sen:!@ 
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Senfe include or imp1y the latter? Can you, or I, 

or any one be fill ed with every Requifi.te for our Re

covery and Happinefs, yet not be comple te? It feems 
therefore, you get noth ing by this Critic if m, but the 
SatisfaB:ion of doin g V ioience to the Phrafe, with
ou t any I mprovement of the Senfe, or any Advaa
tage to your Cau(e. 

" The whole Paffagc (yo u affirm) rela tes to Sa ne
" ti fi cation, not t o J u ftification." "N here is your 
Proof, Si r? 1~his V/P ai wa:,· s ex pect. This Mr. lf/ejley 
fe1dom, if ever, conde fcends to give. " Yes, he fays , 
" any unprej ud ic-ed R eader may obferve it." A 
fhange Kind of P roof! reducible to no Figure in 
Logic, unlcfs the re be a Fig ure fti le<l Pre/umption. 
vVas I to anfwcr for th e unprejuJiced Reader, I 
think he woul.rl obferv , the very reve rfc . 1~ he Y\' ords 
of the ApofUe are not a lit tle fo rci ble ag2i nfi your 
Senfc of the Pa fl2~e, ~1s will apJJea r from the tran fi -

,;> L 

tivc Adverb aljo. 'I'bc n ex t and the fubfrquent 

V crfe s, we allow, rcbte to Sanctifica t ion : If this 
V erfe does the hme, fo,·t1 is the ~/lann er of t he 

Apofll e's Reafoning, " In ''horn ye arc fanct ified, 
" in whom a!io ''e are fanaiti--:d." \Vhereas if th e . 
f1 ri1: Cl aufe de notes the j : dli~~c- atio n of the Colo(fim.z. 
C onverts tl ro ugh the .Ri;hteoufocfs of C l -l R I ST., 
if the foll owing Periods defcribe their Sanfliflcation, 
µs a Con fequ ence of thi s mo il !1appily opera t ing Pri
vil ege, then i:he Re-1 fon ;ng is jutt, and the --rranfition 
graceful. " I n Him ye are ct:Jmpletely ju fiified, in 

H . 11 1 f' o_ · ~ 1 " f.' im aw ye are t rw y 2n cL1 ti ca . 

1~he whole P a{fage is calcubted to teach us that 

CI-IRIS Tis the F'ulm/s ?f our Suj/icicncy. In Him, 
~nJ Him in alone, there is enough to an fw er all the 
pqrpofes of Wifdorp, Righteoufnefs, San ltification,. 

· ' and 
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and Redemption.-It is intended likewife to ad
rnoni!h us, that we fhould refl: fatisfied with Him 
alone, in Oppofition to all the fond Inventions of 
Ivlen; who would introduce fomething elfe for the 
Ground of our Confidence, and the Caufe of our 
Confolation, as though it was faid ;-

If indeed our L 0 RD 1 E SUS CH Rl ST had 
been an ordinary Perfon, or merely a created Being, 
ye might well be offended at my DoB:rine. Ye 
might then with fome colour of Reafon feek to the 
Maxims of Philofophy for Wifdom, or to the Works 
of the Law for Righteoufnefs . But CH RI S'T is 
an immenfely g1or1 ous Perfon, fo r in Him are hid ail 
ihe Treafurcs of Tf/!fdom and f{now ledge.-C H R 1 ST 
is a n incomparably exalted Sovereign-for 1-!e is the 
Head of all Principalities and P owers.-Yea, Cl-JRIST 
is the fupreme incomprehenfible JEHO VAH; for 
in H im dwel!cth all the Fulnefs of the G 0 DH EA D 
bodily . Being therefore tranfplan ted into Him by 
Parth, ye are complete. Partakers of Him ; ye 
have every Bl effin g and all Good. T'hought cannot 
imagine, nor Defire crave, any Thing farther, 
g reater, higher. · 

Matchlefs Privilege! Exalted Felicity! 0 m ay 

the Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it, 
ti ll our Hearts as the Waters cover the Abyfs of the 
Sea/ T'hen will we fing the Hymn which once ex ... 
preffed your Sentiments, and frill expre!fes mine. 

'* J oin Earth and Heav'n to blefi 
'The L 0 RD our Righteoujnefs. 

T he 

* See p. 56 . of Hymns and/piritual Sengs. Anonymou$ 
indeed, but univerfally afcribed to Mr. ff/ejley. In thefe 

excellent 
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The Myjlery of Redemption this, 
'This the SA// I 0 UR' s flrange Dejign; 

Man's Offence was counted His, 
Ours his Righteoufnefs divine. 

In Him complete we jhine, 
His Death, his Life is mine: 
Fully am I j ujlified, 

Free,Jrom Sin, and more than fru,, 
Guiltlefs, f nce for me He died, 

Righteous, jince He liv'd for me. 

The Text lately quoted from lfaiah, is Part of a 
Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and Ufefulnefs. 
We then confidered a Fragment of it in a critical 

View; let us now examine the whole of it with a 
devotional Spirit. Thus examined, I trufi it will 

be no longer a dry Bone, but a Feajl of fat Things 
full of Marrow. Permit me to propofe a corre8 
Tranflation of the Original; to add a lhort Illufira
tion of the Meaning, and then take my Leave for 
the prefent. 

Look 

excellent Lines, how ftrongly marked are the Sentiments· 
of the Gof pel ! Our Offences fo fully imputed ta 
CHRIS'T, as to be accounted His . His Righteoufnefa 
fo fuliy imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours. 1 n 
Him we are complete, becaufe His mofi obedient Life, 
and his all-atoning Death. are ours~ We are guiltlefs,. 
not through our Repentance, or Reformation, but be..., 
caufe he has died for us . We are righteous, not on Ac
count of any Gracf.!s or Attainments of our own, but be
caufe he has lived for us. To thefe Truths I mofi cor
dially fubfcribe. Th1s is that good old Wine th::it once 
made Mr. "fJ7v1ey's Heart glad . He has fince ta fl ed 
new; but I hope he will be brought to fay , " The aid i; 
" Pt fffr . 

11 
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* .,.ro·1e e/!f<J_j~ '·' " ' "~ c· · ~ldy •·cn~e i"" ed 1"1'""n1'fie<: ,T,_,,, .. e 1' • 1'~ I v ~ fi.J l .,., .. ~ .... .._.~.a .l ... J.IJ ) }] ·~ ~ w J,f;._,r ~ 

not bejides. Not any P~rtun, nor any Thing. 1'/o Pe;fm 
able to lend an he-Ip11g Han<l. 1Yo Thh:g capa.bh.: of 

· ld · h 1 1. ., rr l y 1 e rng t e eah A11ilca.nce. 
t 'The 11/ord of R1ght.-c't;f ·J~ , i::l'l i'1j?1:t I arp:-chcnd js 

equ ivalent to Sc. Paul's ?\()yor, fi,%c,:1~0-t:n:iq, and iign!fies, if 
not the whole Gofocl, th:u orecious Doctrine, which is 
the G ofpel in Ep.itome . l:'or the Vindication of this 
' ' r. f v.· . . l v en10n , ee • ztringa m roe. 

t Sball /wear. Ou r Tr:i:r(btion feerns to ci1coutin ue 
the divine Speech here; \vbich wcakem the Force and 
diminifhes the Dignity of th~ Paffage . l apprehend 
TE H 0 VA H is ili!J foeakinv, and in the followinf! 

.. .t. 0 D 

Words, prekribes the Form of the Confefi.ion, or diB.a[es 
the Words of the Oath, in w'.1ich Sinners foall tcilify 
their Allegiance-even the Allc~i~n ce of Faith. A£1rei;;:-u v 

ably to this Suppofition, 1 would tranflatc the Word ii~M 
faying. It will then denote not one, or a few, but every 
T ongue mentioned in the foregoing Verfe. pi!!? I am 
aware is of the feminine Gender , but every Reader knows 
ho\v ofcen the Htbre<te;s 11:-:gleEt the Nicety of grammati
cal Con ih ud: ion, and e\'cry Reader ft::es that the Id e1 of 
il"N or of a Perfan, is comprehended in the Word 7ongue. 

§ The Prophet's lN jure{y , is fomething like the 
Apol1le's dt-'A~ p.<vtJ1·yr: , )1eti, ciou btlefs, Phil. iii. 8~ T he 
H 0 LY G H 0 S r teaches Believers to fpcak with Vehe
mence upon thi s Point, to fig ni fy their iledfaH and refo
lute Affi ance in . the glorious REDE E IVIE R, together 
with the mighty alld matchlefs Importance of this Faith. 
J have ta ken in this Idea becaufe it is fo ~to-efied by the 

OD 

Engl&lh T.:-anDatioP, t1~on::;h I p refer the exclujicve Senfc, 
only; as implyi"1g an a.bfolute and total Renunciation of 
every other Confidence. 

II Right~oifr:efi. This is the precifo Sig nificatio~ of 
niv11t 
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Strengtb. 'To Him Jhall lvfen come') and all that an: of
fended in Him, /hall be a/hamed. Jn the L 0 RD /haf~'I. . 
all the Seed of Ifrael be jzijiified, and in Him ;hall they 
.glory. 

Here the S 0 N cf G 0 D prefents hiG1 felf in aH 
the Glories of His Perfon, and all the Riches of 

His Grace. Prefents himfelf, as t he Objca of 

- Faith , and the Author of Salvation. To be received 

by Sinners, without any reco:nmcnding Q_palities, 
or any Pre-em;.:tence of one a1J:-:we another. - But-
h l · • \~T l ear HS gracwus v'v oros. 

Loo,f unto me, wretched ru iaed Tranfgreliors, as 

-the wounded lfraelites looked unto the brazen Ser-
.1 

pent. Look unto m e dyins on the CrofS as your 

ViB:im, and obeyi n_g the L a w as your S11rery.--Not 
by doing, but by looking _and bciiev ing ; not by IJ~ 

your own Deeds, but by my '\Al or ks, and my Suffe r
ings, be ye Javed. 1~hi-.; is the myiler i uu~ bu~ ce rtain: 
Way of Salvation. ~rhus !hall ye be delivered fro:n 

Guilt, refcued from Hell, and rcconcd 0 d to G· 0 [}. 

Who are invited to partake of thi5 indlimable Bene

~t ? /iii the Ends of the E1!rth. People of e-'ery Nati on: 
under Hea·.ren ) of every Station in Lik ; of every 
Condi tion and every Character, not excepting the 
chiefefl of Sinners. 

Is it poffi b1 e that t!:~ Obedience of one, {hould 
fave innumerable Miili0ns? It is r.:ot 0:1ly pofiibie 

but indubitable. }~'r. am GOD infinite in Dignity 
and Po·..ver; thC>rcfy·e ;,dl- fufficic:nt, yea omnipotent 
to fa ve. 1""'o fa\·e ?.11 ·hat come unto rr. e; be the 

l' iultituces 

mp"rn \'.1hii::h being in the plural Nu::1bcr, fcems to denote 
Cotrip1ett11efs. A Righ:eoulnefs, perfeft , enti re, and lad~
ing nothing. Having every Thing necdfary fo r our 
Pardon, our Acceptance, our everla:ling J tdification. 



32 L E T T E R S to the Let. II. 

Multitudes ever fo great, or their Cafes ever fo defpe
rate.-(Is nothing to be done by r-f ranfgreflors them
felves? Are no Conditions to be fulfilled on their 
Part?) None-there is naught bejide me. No Perfon 

-~an take any Share in this great Tranfaclion. No
t.bing can in the leafi Degree co-operate with my 
Merits. Should you add to my Obedience and 

Death, all that Saints have performed, and rv1artyrs 
have endured, it would be like adding a Grain to the 
Sands of the Ocean, or a t\1oment to the Days of 
Eternity. 

Such is my compaffionate Invitation, and this my 
inviolable Decree. 1 have not only fpoken, but 
/worn; fworn by myfelf and all my incomprehenfible 
Excellencies. The Word of Righteoufnefs, that which 
relates to the grandefi of all Subjects, and mofl: im
portant of all Interefis, is planned, adjufied, and 
unalterably determi-ned. Now even now it goes out 

of my Mouth, is declared with the utmofl: Solemnity, 
and efiablifhed by Veracity itfelf. The Word !hall 
not return, either to be repealed by me, or frufhated 
by any other.-What is the Decree confirmed by 
this moft awful Oath? \ re are all Attention to hear 
it. To me every Kneejhal! bow. Every Soul of l\!Ian, 
vvho defires to inherit etern al Life, il1al1 fubmit to 
n1y Righteoufnefa, and as an unv;orthy Creature, as 
an obnoxious Criminal, obtain the Bleffing wholly. 
through my Atoneme.nt.--Tg me every Tongue jhall 
/wear. Be l\1an's fuppofed Virtues ever fo various, 
or ever fo fp1endid, ~JI !hall be difciaime<l, and my 
Worthinefs alone !ha11 ft~nd. Renoun..cing every other 
Truf1, they £hall repo[e the Confidence of their 
Souls on me alone, and make public Confeffion of 
t.his their Faith before tne whole World.-But we., 

0 LORD, 
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0 L 0 RD, are ignorant, we cannot order our 
Speech by reafon of Darknefa.-This then !hall be 
the Form of your Oath, fuch the Tenour of your 
Confeffion. 

Surely-It is a moft wonderful, yet a mo!t faithful 
Saying, extremely comfortable and equally certain .. 
ONiy-not in myfelf, not in a poor frail Creature, 
but in the incarnate J EH 0 VA H alone, in his 
divinely excellent Deeds, and unutterably meritori 
ous Sufferings, 1 have Righteoufnefs, a Righteoufnef: 
without Spot, without Defect, and in all RefpeCls 
confummate: Such as fatisfies every Requirement of 
the Law, and mofi: thoroughly expiates all my Ini
quities. Such as renders me completely accepted be
fore my Judge, and in titles me to everlafiing Life. 
From the joyful Knowledge, the perfonal Appropri
ation; and the perpetual Improvement of this inefii
mable Privilege, I have Strength for my SanB:ifica
tion. Now do I indeed delight myfelf in the LORD, 
who perfecrly reconcikd, and infinitely gracio_us, has· 
done fo great Things for me. Now do I cordially 
love my Neighbour, and being fo happy myfelf, un
feignedly long for his eternal Happinefs, that he 
may be a Partaker with me of this great Salvation. 

'I' o this Sovereign J)ecree, the Prophet fets, as it 
were, his Seal, or elfe, in a Tranfport of Joy, he 
foretells the Accomplilhment of it. Yes, my Bre
thren, to 1-lim, even to this gracious REDEEMER 
/hall Men come. ~ fee them flying as Clouds for l\!Iul
titude, as Doves for Speed. They believe the Re
port of His Gofpe], and receive of His Fullnefs.
Whereas, all they that are offended in I-Jim, that can
not away with his Doctrine, which pours Contempt 
upon all human Excellency, and will allow no Righ-

!) teoufnefs 
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teoufne(s to avail but that which is divine; who re
fure to come unto Him, poor, and miferable, and 
fiript of every Recommendation; all they jhall be 
ajhamed. The Fig-Leaves of their own Duties, or 
their own Endowments, fhall neither adorn them 
for Glory, nor fcreen them from Wrath-but !hall 
abandon them to Vengeance, and cover them with 
double Confufion. While on the other Hand, all 
the Seed of lfrael, every true Believer, iliall be jufl:i. 
fied in the L 0 RD. Againfi thefe Perfons no Ac
cufation fi1 all be valid : No Condemnation !hall 

take Place: So magnificent is the Majefiy, fo fur

pafiin ~?)Y efficacious are the Merits of their SA VI
OU R, that in Him they fhall not only confide, hut 
gl2ry ; not only be fafe, but triumphant; cloathed 
with His incomparable Righteoufnefs, they lhall 

challenge every Adverfary, and defy every Danger. 
To tbis Portion of Scripture I have led back your 

Thoughts, that I m ight not clofe with any difgufiing 
Sentiments, but might leave a f weet Savour on your 
~\1ind) on the Reader's Mind, and on the Mind of 

Rev. Sir, 

Your's, &,~. 

I~ E rI~ T E R III. 

REv. SrR, 

L ET me, now, refume my Obfervations on 

your E;)ifil e. Which I do, n ot for the Sake 

of difputing, but for the Caufe of 'fruth. 
- !~h.e 
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The Gofpel contains many fublime and glorious 
Truths. But there is one, which, beyond all others, 
charaB:erizes its Nature, its Import, and Defign. 
Which makes it moft eminently to differ from ever.y 
other Form of Religion, profeiled or known in the 
World. I mean the J)octrine of free ]zfllification, 
through the Righteoufners of CHRIST. This is 
to the Religion of ] ES US, what the particular 
Features and Turns of Countenance, are to each 

individual Perfon. 
I have fometimes amufed myfelf, with fianding by 

a Painter, and obferving him at his Work. Here, 
1 have been furprifed to fee, how much a very little 
Stroke would alter the Af peet of his Draught; would 
turn the gay into a melancholy, or the compofed 
into a frantic Counten:rnce. Several of 1V1r. Pf/ejley's 
Touches are to Appearance fmall; but, I fear, they 
will be found to disfigure' more than a little the heaven] y 
Pourtrait; and give a new, not the native, Air, to 
the Truth as it is in ] ES U S.-But I proceed ; my 
Bufinefs being, to prove, not to blame. 

Sinners, who betake themfelves to the a1l-fuffici
ent SAVI 0 UR for Redemption, are fully accepted 
by G 0 D, for his beloved S 0 N's Sake. This is 
J ufiification through imputed Righteoufnefs, fays 
Afpajio.-" That remains to be proved," anfv.rers 
Mr. lf/ejley.-1 think, it is pretty largely, and I 
would hope, it is fatisfaB:orily proved, through the 
whole Book.-Nay; I find I\1r. !Fejiey himfelf ere 
Jono- acknowledaino-, that, " as to the Doetrine, we 

0 Cl b 

'' are agreed." Either therefore you have received the 
Proof, which you demand; or e1ie you can fuhmit 
without Convittion, 2nd agree without Caufe of 

D 2 A cr tee-
b . 
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Agreement.-Not to take Advantage of fuch Slips7 

I would rather enlarge upon what may be ufeful. 
I would afk Mr. !Fejley; in what other Way Sin· 

ners can be ju.fl:ified or accepted, fave only through 
imputed Righteoufnefs ?-1'"'hrough their own good 
Deeds, and holy Tempers? This fuppofes the Fruits 
to be good, while the Tree is corrupt ; and would 
make Salvation to be of Works, not of Grace.
Through their own Faith, fianding in the Law ! 
Then they are j.ufiified before a perfect G 0 D, by 
an imperfeet Endowment; and L~fe eternal is 
obtained, by the Exercifes of their own MiBd, not 
by the l.Vlerits of JESUS CHRIS T.-Are they 
j ufl:ifi.ed without any Righteoufnefs, either wrought 
by themfelves, or received ~ from another? This i& 
an unworthy Thought ; this were an unfufferable 
PraB:ice; J EH 0 VA H himfelf being Judge. He 
that jujli.fteth the lf/icked is an Abomination t· 

Say not ; G 0 D i·s a free Agent, an<l not bound 
to obferve his own Law. Say rather;. The Rule of 
Righteoufnefs revealed in the Law, is his mofl: fied
faft Will; unchangeable as his Nature.-Confider 
~lfo; What this Law requires. A SatisfaClion for 
Sin, not defeltive, but completely fufficient ;. a Per-

formance 

~ o .. 'Auv-bcoo;/e~, Cf'bey cwho receicve the Gift of Rigbteou/
mfi. Rom. v. 17. 

t Prorv. xvii. 1 5. This is an invariable Maxim. It is· 
that Word ofG.OD, which endureth for ever. Yet it is 
no Objeltion to his Method of jufiifying the Ungodly. 
Becaufe, He firft imputes his S 0 N's Righteoufnefs unto
them : Thereby Penders them truly and perfetlly righte
ous : Then pronounces them fuch ; and as, fuch, receives 
them to Pardon,. to Favour, and eternal Life.-Does not· 
the Text, thus confidered, afford an incontefiable Ar
gument for the !Seceffiry o.i an imputed Righteoufnefs? -
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formance of the Command, not fincere only, but 
abfoJutely perfecl:.-Will G 0 D, in jufiifying a Sin
ner, difregard, contra.diet, overthrow his own Law? 
In no wife. Since then it infifi:s upon, what no 

Mortal can yield, muft not all Fldh perifh for ever? 
This would be the unavoidable Confequence, if 

Matters refted on human Abiiities. But here the 
bleifed Gofpel comes to our Relief. Shewing us, 
that G 0 D, in his immenfe Mercy, and unfearch
able Wifdom, has found out a Way, at once, to 

fatisfy the unalterable Law, and fave infolvent :rv1an. 
To jufiify even the chief of Sinners; yet without 

the leaft Violation of J u£Hce, Truth, or Holinefs.
What is this Way? Hi-s own S 0 N accomplifhes 

the great W ork.-How ? By relaxing the Precepts 
of the La~, that we may perform them ? By dif
annulling the Sentence of the Law, that we may 

efcape it? Heaven and Earth £hall pafs away, before 

any fuch diihonourable Expedient takes Place. On 
the contrary; He gives SatisfaClion to the Sentence, 
by fuffering the tremendous Punifhment denounced; 
and He fulfils the Precept, by yielding the finlefs 

Obedience required.-Becaufe this was to be :finifhed 
in the Nature, which had tranfgreffed, therefore He 

was made Man. Becaufe this was to be truly, or 
rather infinitely meritorious, therefore the rv.ran was 

one Perfon with the G ()DH EA D. 
Still it may be enquired; How the Obedience of 

Another can relieve my D ifirefs? How indeed r But 

by G 0 D's transferring my Guilt to Him, and im

puting his Obedience to me. By this Method, the 

Thing is clearly and completely effelted. In this 
Method, I fee a Propriety and an Efficacy, that 

filence my Doubts, and comfort my Heart. Ac-
p 3 cording1y, 
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cordingly, it is written, in the Scriptures; GOD 
'{Vas in C HR f ST' reconciling the Tf/orld unto Himfelf, 
not imputing their Trefpaffis unto them. G 0 D; the 
Work was too arduous, to be performed by a 
created Agent. Therefore G 0 D himfelf was in 
C 1-1 RIST. None le(s than the Almighty L 0 RD 
could execute the Bufine{s. But if HE undertake 
it, how fuccel5fully mutt it be carried on, and how 

g1oriouf1y finiilied !-Reconciling the 11/orld; not fet
ting poor 1-'ranfgreifors to reconcile themfelves, but 

Himfelf contriving all, providing all, doing and fuf
fering all, that was needful for this great Purpofe. 

Being Himfelf the Creditor, the Sponfor, and Payer 

of the Debt.-How was all this brought to pafs? 

By not imputing our 'Trejpajfes unto l!s; but taking them 
all upon Himfelf; bearing them all, in his own Body, 
upon the Tree; and fu!taining the Vengeance, due 
to all our Crimes.-'Thus was the Holy 0 NE and 

the J ufl: made Sin for Us ; that !'Ve, finful Dufi and 
Afhes, might, in the very fame l\1anner, be made the 
Righteozifnefs of GOD in I-Jim. The former could be 
only by Imputation; and fo on1y can be the latter. 

If Men talk of being accepted for CH R 1 ST's 
Sake, yet rej ect the Imputation of Righteoufne(s, 
they mufl: have very inadequate Notions, concern
ing the Relation vvhich CHRIS 7 bears to his Peo
ple, and the Nature of his mediatorial Under-· 
rnking.---Does this fr:em obfcure? I explain myfelf.
A Perfon may conduct himfe1f fo honourably and ex
cdiently, as, on Account of his worthy Deeds, to 
obtain Favour in Behalf of anoLher. And this, 
without bein')' his Suret,·, or awy· 'Thin er like his 

~ J 0 

proper Righteoufnefs. Witnels the famous Inftancc 
oi th r; t~No Brcth:'r s, .. 1.?r)·ntas and .!Efchylt.s. The 

r 0 ,.;rH' .. 
l .. --"'"'-~)' 
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former, was a gallant Hero; who expofed his Life, 
anJ Jofi his Arm, in the Defence of his Countrv. 
The latter, was an abandoned and infamous Pro.fli
gate; whofe Crimes had brought him to the Bar of 
public J u!lice. The Hero, on tbe Day of Trial, 
appeared as an Advocate for his Brother. He fpoke 
nothing, but only lifted up to View the maimed and 
di(membered Arm. This filent Oratory fl:ruck the 
Affembly ; and pleaded fo powerfully, that the Cri
minal was unanimoufly acquitted.-Here was an 

. Acquittal of one, in Confideration of the Merits of 
another. But then the obnoxious Party had no fpe
cial Interefi in thofe Meri ts. They were not ac
quired or exercifed, with a particular Reference 
to his Good. He could not fay, They are mine. 
Neither did they make him, in any Vegree, or in 
any Senfe, righteous.-Whereas, the Reverfe of aH 

this is true, with regard to j ES US CHRIS 'T, 2nd 
juf1:ified Sinners. T'his you and I, Sir, have afTerted. 
Let us never retraB: the good Confeffion. But, as it 
is the Truth of the Gofpel, let us fiill and for 
ever fay, 

In H 1 lv.l complete we jhine, 
Becaufe 

Ours is Righteoufnefs divine. 

Theron, fpeaking of the Terms inherent and im_ 
puted, calls them nice Diflintlions and metaphyfical 
Subtilties. :rvrr. !Ycjley makes ./lfpajio app1y the de
pretiating Remark to the active and pailive Righte
oufnefs of C !-{RI S 'T. Whereas, he fays no fllch 
Thing. He means no fuch Thing. He is treating 

of a Subject tota11y different. And was he to main
tain fuch a Sentiment, every one mufi obferre, it 
would entire] y overthrow his whole Schcm". 

D 4 u ~{G t,. 
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" You oblige us to make ufe of metaphyfical Sub
" tilties by confound ing thefe very different Ideas, 
" that is, CH RI ST's all:ive and paffive Righte-
'' oufnefs."-I could hardly believe my Eyes, for 
fame Time ; though both of them attefled, that this 
was produced as a ~10tation from pag. 202, 203. 

In which Pages, and for a confiderab!e Space, before 
and after, the Subject of Debate is the Difference be
tween inherent and imputed Righteoufnefs.-I was~ 
I own, quite vexed, to fee Afpajio fo mal-treated ; 
his Difcourfe fo mifreprefented ; and fo little Regard 
_paid to literary J uftice. And glad I am, that I did 
not give Vent to my Thoughts, jufl: at that Inftant. 
I might have been too warm, and not have fpared 
the Rod. But upon cooler Confideration, I began 
to recover, and the Prefcription of Horace was of 
Service, 

Amara lento temperat Rifu. 

I began to call your Conducr, not Artifice or 
Slight of Hand, but Incogitancy or Thought mif
applied. As you had been thinking fo long upon 
the other Topic, it dwelt upon your Imagination; 
kept this from your Attention; and led you both to 
1niftake and to mifcall Things. Like a certain 
Preacher, who having loft his Fortune in the Bub
bles of the Year I9, and having Occafion to men
tion the Deliverance of the lfraelites from Egypt, 
t 'old his Audience, T'hat Pharaoh and his Hofl:, were 
all drowned in the South Sea-Poor Man ! He 
n1eant the red Sea. 

Mr. Wejley proceeds : " We do not confound the 
" aClive and paffive Righteoufnefs."-Does .11/pajio, 
Si r? He that confiders them particularly and difiinCl:~ 

ly ? 
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l y ? He that examines each with a critical and mi
nute ExaCtnefs? If this be to confound, Order and 
Confufi.on have changed their 1'~ ature. 

" Neither do we feparate them." It is fomewhat 
difficult to underfl:and, what you mean by feparating 
the altive and paffive Righteoufnefs of our LORD.
Separating them, as to their Influence? 'rhen you 
mufi: be fenfi.ble, this is never done by /Jfpajio. You 
cannot but know, that he difclaims fuch a Refine
ment. He protefis againft fuch a Pra8:ice.--Do 
you mean, treating them as 1~hin gs really difl:incr, 
though always uniting their Agency? 1'hen I am at 
a Lofs to reconcile Mr. W ejlcy with himfel f. For in 
the very next Paragraph, he thus expreffes himfelf. 
" T'hrough the Merits of his Life ~nd Death, every 
" Believer is jufiified." Are not the l\!1erits of . his 
Life here dijlinguijhed from the l\1erits of his Death ? 
Does not the former Expreffion denote his atl:ive, 
the latter his paffive Obedience? Or would you be 
underfiood to mean? '' Through the l\11eJits of his ......, 

" Life, which are nothing e]{e but the Merits of his 
" Death." If you would not fpeak in this l\!1anner, 
fo unworthy of your better Judgment, you do the 
very Thing which you blarne.-'l'his is done fiill 
more apparentl y, in one of your Hymns. \Vhere 
we fee, not on ly a Separation, but a difiinct Ufe 

and Application of the fepara ted Subjelts. 
, 

Grant this, 0 L 0 RD ; for thou hqjl dy'd, 
That l might be fc·rgi-ven: 

Thou hajl the Righteou/nefs Jupply 'd, 
For which I merit Heaven. 

I could eafily excufe I'v1r. lV ejley, for being a little 

inconfiftent with himfe]f; did h~ not alfo venture to 
7 confront 
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confront the Apoftle, by the following Affertion. 
" Neither have \ive any Authority from Scripture, 
'' for either thinking or fpeaking of one feparate 
" from the other."-Does not St. Paul, in one 

P:lifage, fpeak ·of the Obedience? In another, of 
the Death of C I-i RIST? Does he not, in one 

Place, enlarge upon the Righteoufnefs ? In another 
upon the Blood of CHRIS 7? If fo, we have an 
~~ uthority from Scripture, we have the Example of 
the chiefefr Apoftle, for this Way of thinking and 
{peaking. 

Vie have a1fo a concurrent 'T'dlimony from the 

Genius and Import of the original Language. Do 
.not v7raY.o,, .and d\xa,oo-vvn fignify fomewhat different 
from cup.a and &.xv:x.10c;? Are there any approved W ri
ters, who ute thefo Words promifcuoufly ? as fo 
many fynonimous and convertible Terms? If not, 

the Voice of Grammar will vindicate the Propriety 
of our ConduB:, while w~ affign a feparate Difcourfe 
to each SuhjeB, and exhibit them feverally in the 
rno!t difiinct View. 

Are not Light and Heat always un-ited in the Sun? 
Is the N aturalift to blame, who confiders them 
diftinctly; and examines each Property, in a feparate 
'l'reatite ? You would commend this PraCl:ice in the 
Philofopher, as the Way to enter thoroughly into 
the Knowleage of his SubjeCl:. And \vhy ilioul<l 
you explode or cenfure it, in the Chrifiian Divine? 
i\re not theological T'ruths as worthy of a circum
ttant:al and accur:ite lnvcfiigation, as philofophical ? 
\Vill they not as amply reward our Diligence, and 
yield as rich Advantage to the ferious Enquirer? 

The Righteou!nefs which jufiifies Sinners, is al
reaJy v.rought out, fays /lfpqfio.-'' A crude, unfcrip

" tural 
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" tural Expreffion," replies Mr. lf7ejley.-Tt may be 
fo. But if the Expreffion is plain' and true, I will 
fit down content. This, however, you will allow 
me to obferve ; that it is no new one, and is not far 
from fcriptural. Worketh Righte?u/nefs, you know., 
is a fcriptural Phrafo. Does the Word out fpoil it., 
or the Word akeady? I fuppofe, the latter may be 
moft offenfive. Yet you fpeak, in this very Para
graph, of being " j ufiified by the rvlerits of 
'' C l-1 RI S T's Life and Death." Are not thefe 
Matters already tranfactcd r Is not the Merit of 
them already perfect ? Or can any Language exprels 
thefe Things more clearly, and affirm them more 
firong1y, than thofe emphatical \i\T ords in one of 
your ovvn Hymns? 

Let us /01· this Faith cont end, 
Sure Salvation is its End : 
1-Ieav'n already is begun, 
Ever!ajling Life is won. 

Pardon me then, Sir, if I ftill fulp eB:, that the 
Docrrine and its Confequences, rather than the Ex
preffion and its Crudity, awaken your Jealoufy. If 
this Docrrine be admitted, if the jufiify~~g Righte-· 
oufne[s be already wrought, it mufi abfolutely over
turn all your Pre-requifites, ~1alifications, and Con
d.itions; Conditions of _Repentance, Obedience, and 
I know not what befides. W c rnufr fay to every 
one of them, as 'Jehu faid to the Me!fengers of ]o
ram : What hajl thou to do with the grand Article of 
J ufiification ? Get thee hehind me. Could they be ful
filled, they would come a Day too late; like the 
Sickle, when the Harveft is re~ped. Could they be 

fulfi lied 



L E T T E R S to the Let. IIL 

fufillcd in all thefr imaginary D·ignity, they would, 
in this Relation, be needlefs ; like a Propofal for 
augmenting the Splendour of the Sun. 

" The Ri~hteoufnefs, which juftifies finful Man, 
" was fat on Foot, when GOD fent forth his SON, 
"' from the Habitation of his Holinefs and Glory, 
" to be born of a Woman, and made f ubjeB: t9 the 
" Law. - It was carried on1 through the whole 
" Courfe of our SAVI 0 U R's Life; in which 
" He always did fuch Things, as were p1eafing to 
" his heavenly FATH E R.-It was completed, at 
" that ever memorable, that grand Period, when 
" the bieHed IMlVIANUEL bowed his dying Head; 
" and cried, with a {hong triumphant Voice, IT IS 
" FINISHED."-Upon this Extract from /lfpafio's 
Difcoude, Mr. W~jley exclaims, " 0 vain Philofo
'' phy !"-Philofophy ! This Philofophy, Sir! Never 
did I hear, till this Moment, fuch Doctrines afcribed 
to Philofophy. But this I have heard, and this I 
believe; that the l'f/orld, even the learned and philo
fophic vVorld, by their boafted Wzfdom knew not 

G 0 D ; nor G 0 D's :rv1ethod of Salvation, by the 
Sufferings of an innocent, and the Obedience of a 
divine Perfon. Their Philofophy prejudiced them 
againfi it ; puffed them up with a vain Conceit of 
their own Sufficiency; and fet them at the greateft 
Difiance from fubmitting to the Righteoufnefs of 
GOD. 

I wifh, Sir, you would iliew me, in which of the 
Philofophers I might find thefc facred Sentiments ; 
or a Grain, or a Spice, or a Savour of them. I 
have, for a confiderab]e Time, laid afide my Plato, 
and have no more Inclination to turn over my Se
neca; becaufe I can fee nothing like this divinely 

. 
precious 
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precious Truth, adorning and enriching their Pages. 
But if you will difcover this golden Vein in their 
vVorks, I will immediately renevv my Acquai:ntance 
with them ; and will do the Philofophers a Piece of 
Ju:ftice, which Mr .. W ejley denies them. I will not 
call their Philofophy vain, but the //Fi/dom of G 0 D, 
and the Power of G 0 D.-A Righteoufoefs wrought 
out, and a Redemption obtained for us r T'he former 
divine! The latter eternal ! Thefe, rightly under
fiood, make us beyond a11 the 1"reafures of Litera

ture, wife. Thefe, habitua.lly enjoyed, wili, more· 
effectually than all the Delineations of Morality or 
Exhortations to Virtue, render us hof;'..~ 

A divine Rrghteoufnefs (pardon me for dwelling 
on my favourite Topic) already wrought! A great 
Redemption perfectly finilhed ! And this by the 
Abafement, the Ignominy, the 'Indignit ies ; by the· 
Cries, ~he Agonies, the Blood of our SAVI 0 UR. 
Yea, of our G 0 D, in Fajhion as a Man; in the 

Form of a Servant, a Slave, an execrable J\1ale
fatl:or.-What, like this, did a thoufand Philofo
phers teach? What, like this, do a thoufand of their 
Volumes contain? 'I'o fiab our Pride; to tame ouy 
Fury ; and to quench our Lufi:? To kirnille our Be
nevolence; to inflame our Devotion; to make us~. 

in a vVord, wifa unto Salvation? 
" The plain Truth is, CHRIST lived and 

" tafted D~ath for every Man."-To be fore then,. 
fince every Man is not faved by Him, He lived and 

died only to make their Salvation poffible.~From 
this and other Hints, I guefs your Opinion to be, 
that CH RI S'T, by his Life and Death, obtained 
only a Poffibility of Salvation. [Which Salvation is 
to becqme our own, v.pon performing Terms a:nd 

Con-
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Conditions, bringing with us Pre-requifites and 
Qyalifications. ]-If l mi flake you, Sir, in this Cafe, 
you have nothing more to do, than fimply to deny 
my Suppofition. This exculpates you at once. I 
fuall rejoice to hear you fay; " As CHRIST 
" made us, and not we ourfelves ; in like Manner 
" He faves us, and not we ourfelves. No human En
'' dowments, no human Performances, but CHRIST 
" alone is the Author of eternal Salvation." 

Should you rep1y, true-C 1-l RIST is the Au
thor of eternal Salvation, but to thofe only who obey 
Him.-I mufl: then afk; vVhat Obedience CHRIST 
requires? The Law fays, " Do, and live." CHRIST, 
the End of the Law, fays; " Believe in !YI E, and 
" live. Be verily perfuaded, that I am fufficient for 
" thy Salvation, without any Working of thine at 
" a1l. Is not the S 0 N, the S 0 N of the mofi: 
" high GOD, given unto thee in the divine Record? 
" Be fatisfied with his Doing and Suffering, without 
" wi!hing for, or thinking of, any Thing more, to 
" pr1.,cure thy final Acceptance ?"-Let no one ac
count lightly of this Obedience. It is the Obedi
ence of Faith. The Obedience fuited to the Name 

JE S US. Obedience to the firfi: and great Com
mand of the Gofpel. Beyond all other Expedients, 
it excludes Boafting; and, at the fame Time, pro- . 
duces that genuine Love, tha t filial Fear, which the 
Law of Works requires in vain . 

Only to make a Thing poffible, and to effeB: it, 
are widely different. \Vhen our King fits out a 
Fleet, and gives his Admiral a Commiffion, to har
rafs the French Coaf:s, and deft: cy the French Ship
ping, he makes the T'hing poi1ible. But to carry 
th is Dcfign into E x;:cutior: ; ~ <: ac-compli!h the En-

terprize, 
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terprize, now become practicable ; is a far more 
arduous Tafk, and a far more honourable Atchieve

ment. How firangely do thofe Writers derogate 

from the Dignity and Glory of the REDEEMER; 
who would afcribe to Him, what correfponds with 
the former; and attribute to Man, what bears a 
Refemblance to the latter ! 

lf CHRIST only made our Salvation po.ffible~ 
then we are to execute the Plan. vVe are to face 
-the Enemy, to f uH:ain the Charge, and filence the 
Battery: We are to climb the ~teep, to enter the 
Breach, and bring off the Standards. And fo, in 
all Reafon, the Honour and Prai!e muH: be our 
own.-Whereas, the Gofpel gives all the Honour 
to the Captain of our Salvation. He bore the Heat 
and Burthen of the dreadful Day. He made Recon
ciliation for Iniquity, and brought in everlafiing 
Righteoufnefs. So that all our officious Attempts, 
like a Pinnace arriving after the ViCtory, !hould be 
told, It is jinijhi:d; the great Salvation is already 
wrought. And infl-ead of being d iffatisfied or difap
pointed, methinks, we ihould rejoice, unfeignedly 
rejoice, in the Accompliihment of the glorious 
Work. 

If it !hould occur to the Reader's Mind, that the 
Chrifi:ian Life is reprefented as a Warfare; and ' that 
we ourfelves are commanded to fight, though under 
the Banner of our divine Leader; to this Doubt I. 
would anf wer-The Canaanite is Ji ill in the Land; 
and we fight, not to gain the Country, but only to 
fubdue the Rebels. 

" Whoever perverts fo glorious a Doctrine, fhe1.vs 
" he never believed.''-This may be the Subftance 
of what lljpafo maintains. Though not reprcJcnt f' d 

6 f o 
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{o fuJiy or fo clearly, as he has exprelfed himfelf. 
lfowever, fuch a frnall Wrong we will readily ex
cufe. It was done with no finifier Intention, but 
for the Sake of Brevity. 

'To this Pofition Mr. f!/7ejley replies; "Not fo."
That is; they did really and truly believe. But 
after their Belief, they apoftatized, and fell from 
the Faith. They were, fome 'T'ime, the Members 
of CH Rf Ser, and 'rcmplcs of the HOLY GHOST; 
but, quickly fevered from their divine Head, they 
became the Slaves of the Devil, and Brands for the 
ever1afling Burning. 1'heir Na mes were, indeed, 
written in Heaven. But it feems, the heavenly 

Records were lefs faithful than the Pari!h Regifter. 
They were quickly erafed, and their Place in the 
Book of Life knew them no more. 

Or thus-~fhey did as really and truly believe, as 

thofe who are now in the Manfions of Glory. But, 
after their true Knowledge of the 1Vame of the LO RD 
JESUS; after their full Conviction of his Sufficiency 
and FaithfuJnefs for their Salvation; even fuch as 
inclined and enabled them, to put their Trz!ft in Him 
afcnt:, for their Acceptance with G 0 D ; they were 
difappointed. Though CHRIST called them his 
Sheep, as thus hearing his Voice; yet He did not gi·ve 
unto them eternal Life, according to his Promife. But 
f ufFered Satan to pluck them out of his Hand. 

'Thefe Sentiments have no very probable, much 
lefs have they a pleafing or recommending Afpell:. 
Let us enquire, v.rhether they comport with St. John's 
Determination of the Cafe, Speaking of fuch Back
fliders, he fays, They went out from us, but they were 
not of us. Mr. IPejley, to be confifient with hirnfelf, 
fhould fay on this Occafion ; " Not fo; they were 

of 
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" of you, but they fell away from you." - The 
Apoftle proceeds; For, if they had been of us, no 
Doubt, they would have continued with us. Had they 
been really converted, they would mofl: undoubtedly 
have continued in our Doctrine and Fellowiliip. 
Their Revolt from our Doctrine, is a manifefi Proof, 
that they never truly received it, nor with their 
Heart believed it. 1"heir Departure from our Fel
lowjhip, is an evident Indication, that they were; 
D\)twithfianding all their Profeffions, frill carnal, and 
never renewed by Grace. 

Mr. WcfleJ produces a Text from St. Peter, with 
a View to fupport his Objection. They who turn 
back as a Dog to his Fomit, had once efcaped the Pollu
tions of the World, through the Knowledge if CHRIST. 
Here and elfewhere I perceive the Cannon roar, but 
without feeling the Ball. Before this Piece of facred 
Artillery can be brought to bear upon us, it will he 
neceffary to prove, that the Knowledge of CHRIST, 
or even believing in CHRJS'r, always fignifies true 
Faith. In fome Places, it certainly does. In other 
Places, it fignifies no fuch Thing. 'Though I have 
all Knowledge, fay6 the Apoftle; yet even with this 
fpecious Endowment I may be nothing. There is a 
Knowledge, fays the fame Author; which, inftead 
of edifying, or eftablifhing the Soul in Godlinefs, 
puffeth up with Pride. We are likewife affured, that 
Simon the Sorcerer, though in the Gall of Bitternefs 
and in the Bond of Iniquity, yet had Knowledge of the 
'Things, which concerned the f{ingdom of GOD, and the 
Name of~ ES US CHRIST.; nay, that he alfa 
believed, yet had neither Lot nor Portion in the in
efrimable Bleffing. 

Let 
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Let us attend to the Apofile's Manner, and we 

fhall be led to put the fame Interpretation upon the 
Phrafe, as it is ufed in the Paffage before us.-Thefe 
People are not defcribed, like the true Believers, to 
whom he addrdfes the Epifile. Here is no mention 
of their being Partakers of a div{ne Nature; of being 
born again by the incorruptible Seed; or of having their 
Souls purified by the SPIRIT. They are only faid to 
have efcaped the Pollutions of the World.-Again ; 
the Word expreffive of thefe Pollutions is p.ux.tTp.e<.Jrx, 
which denotes the groffefi: Exceffits, and mofi fcan
dalous Iniquities. Confequently, their abfiaining 
from f uch Abominations, implies no more than 
what is called a negative Goodnefs, ~r a mere exter
nal Reformation. Their Lufis had been refirained 
only, not fubdued. Therefore the unhappy Wretches 
were eafily overcome by their old Corruptions.
It is farther obfervable, that St. Peter never confiders 
thefe Perfons as new Creatures. He calls them by 
no other Name, than the Dog and the Sow. Such 
they were, at firfi; no better, under all their Pro
feffion of Chrifiianity; and 11-0 othe.r, even in their 
fouleft Relapfes. When they returned again to their 
Vomit, or their filthy Practices, they returned to 
their ow.n. 

There is, then, a Knowledge of CHRIST, which 
is only fuperficial and notional; floats idly on the Un
derfianding, but neither penetrates, nor fanetifies 
the Heart. There is alfo a Knowledge of CHRIST, 
which is wrought by the SPIRIT, and en grafted 
into the Soul ; which receives the Gift of Righte
oufnefs, and brings Jufiification into the Conrci
ence. The Comfort and Joy of which, mortify the 
Love of Sin, and produce the Life of H olinefs . 

This 
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This Knowledge, Sir, may you and I teach ; in 
this Knowledge may our Hearers and Readers 
abound ; and may the di·vine Power give us, by 
Means of this Knowledge, all Things pertaining to 
Life and Godlinefs ! 

The Goodnefs of G 0 D leadeth to Repentance.
" This is unqueflionably true, fays Mr. Wejley. 
" But the nice nletaphyfical Doctrine of imputed 
" Righteoufnefs."-Should you not rather have faid, 
The nice metaphyfical Phrafe'? Since, as to the 
Doflrine, we are, according to your own Confeffio.n9 

agreed. Bound therefore, each of us, equally bound 

to clear it of the Confequences, with which it may 
be charged, by the Author of the Pref€rvative, or by 
any other ObjeB:or.-And as to the Phrafe, I cannot 
underfiand, by what Authority Mr. Wejley calls it 
metaphyjical. Theron, it is true, ufes the Word, and 
applies it to the prefent Subjett. But does not 
Mr. Wejley know, that Theron often perfonates an 
Enemy, and fpeaks the Language of Unbelief?
Be pleafed Sir, to explain your 1~erm ; and lhew, 
in what Senfe it is compatible with this Article of 
my Faith? " I am acquitted and coynted righteous 
" before G 0 D, only through the Imputation of 
" my SA VIOUR's Obedience and Death ?" Which 
is, both in Style and Sentiment, tru'.y evangelical ; 
but, in no Degree, that I can difcern, metaphyfical. 

When l\1r. Wejley adds; " This leads not to 
" Repentance, but to Licentioufnefs ;" he fpeaks 
what we underfl:and, not what we allow.-Will 
any one fay, That fpeculative Reafoning upon the 
Goodnefs of G 0 D, or contemplating it barely in 
our Ideas, leadeth to Repentance? But, when we 
tafie and enjoy, when we apply and appropriate, his 

E 2 profufe!y 
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profufely rich Liberality in CHRIS 'T; ,we are 
thereby prompted to neglect, abufe, and diihonour 
our great BenefaBor? Or fhall it be faid? The di
vine Goodnefs, manifefied in common Providence 
and inferior Infiances, tends to awaken Love and 
work Godlinefs. But the fame divine Goodnefs, 
fuining forth in the moft illufirious Manifefiation, 
that Men or Angels ever knew ; 1hining forth with 
a Glory, a Richnefs, a Perfection, fufficient to 
tranfport Heaven and Earth with Joy unfpeakable: 
1"'his Goodnefs tends to excite Contempt of G 0 D, 
and to cherifh carnal Indulgence ? Such an Infinua
tion, fo depreciatory to the Righteoufnefs of the 
bleffed ] ES US, I had much rather have heard in a 
1ewijh Synagogue, than have feen in Mr. Wejley's 
Writings. 

No, Sir ; this and this alone leadeth a Sinner to 
Repentance. Not all the Munificence of the 
DE I 'r Y; neither the Rain from Heaven, nor 
fruitful Seafons; neither the Fatnefs of the Earth, 
nor the Abundance of the Seas ; can take away the 
Enmity of our Nature, and reconcile our AffeCl:ions 
to G 0 D. Nothing, nothing but a Senfe of Pardon 

. ~nd Acceptance, through the Work finilhed on 
lMMANUEL's Crofs.-If you pleafe to review the 
Text, you will not affirm, that the Apofile is affert
ing the efficacious Influence of providential Goodnefs 
on the Hearts of Moo. He is evidently inveighing 
againft the grofs and almofi: general Abufe of fuch 
Bowity. Though it ought, it does not produce 
Gratitude and Duty. It would indeed upon uptight, 
but it does not thus operate upon depraved Minds. 
No Caufe is adequate to this Effect, but free J ufl:i .. 
fication through '] E SUS .CH R 1 ST. 

"The 
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" The Believer cannot but add to his Faith, 

" Works of Righteoufnefs."-" During his firft 

'' Love, fays Mr. Wejley, this is often true. But it 
" is not true afterwards, as we know and feel by 
" melancholy Experience.''-How, Sir J Do you 
yourfelf feel this ? Where then is your finlefs Per
feB:ion ? Can they be perfect, whofc 'Love ceafes to 
glow, and whofe Zeal lofes its Activity ? Does 
Mr. Wejley himfelf make this Confeffion? Let him 
then fay with us-And let us fay, with invariabl~ 
Stedfafl:nefs, and with increafing Gratitude-Bleffed 
be G 0 D for Perfeetion in ']ES US CH R IS T ! 

Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by 
Obfervations made upon others ? Then thofe others, 
I 

I apprehend, if they do not exercife themfelves in 
good Works, either have no Faith, and deceive both 
you and themfelves-Or elfe they intermit and diC
continue the Exertion of their Faith. Which nei

ther detracts from the Efficacy of the Principle, nor 
difproves .dfpajio's Opinion. It is not faid; The 

Believer ne,;er trips, nor faulters in the Courfe of 
his Obedience; but, 'he always adds to his Faith, 
the Duties and Works of Obedience. Whenever 
the former acts, the latter confiantly enfue. So long 
as we live by the Faith of the S 0 N of G 0 D, we _ 
fhall not fail to bring forth thofe Fruits of Righte
oufnefs, which are through ] ES US CHRIS 'T. 

This is firongly maintained, by //fpafio, in ano
ther Place. " It is as impoffible for the Sun to be 
" in his Meridian Height, and not diffipate Dark
" ncfs, or diffule Light; as for Faith to exift in 
" the Soul, and not exalt the T'emper, and melio
'' rate the Conduct."-This is very forcibly implied, 
In our L 0 R D's Interrogation to his Difciples ; 

E 3 l//herc 
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Where is your Faith? It mufl: be dormant and .in
active, like the Sap of the Trees in Winter, or like 
the Faculty of Reafoning in Sleep. Otherwife, it 
wou1d banilh your Fears, even amidfl: the raging 
Storm ; and produce an undaunted Confidence in 

G 0 D your S A VI 0 UR.-The Defign of all 
this, is, to evince the Wifdom of the Gofpe1~ 

which lays fuch a Strefs upon Faith ; fo frequently 
urges the Neceffity of Faith, above and before all 
Things; reprefenting it, as the principal Work. of 
the divine SP IR I 1', and the great Infl:rument of 
receiving Salvation. Hence it appears, that the fa
cred Plan is not formed in vain; much lefs is it cal .. 

culated to fupprefs or difcourage real Holinefs. 
" \Ve no longer 9bey, in order to lay the F oun

" dation fot our final Acceptance." Thefe Words 
I read with Pleafure.-" That Foundation is al
" ready laid in the Merits of CH RI ST:" Thefe I 
contemplate with frill greater Satisfaction. - But 
when I come to the following Claufe, " Yet we 
'' obey, in order to our final Acceptance through 
c;, his Merits," with Difappointment and Regret I 
cry; How is the Gold become dim ! How is the 
rnofl: fine Gold changed J 

A Foundation, for what ? .Afpaflo would reply; 
For Pardon, for Reconciliation, and for everlafiing 
Salvation. For Peace of Confcience, for Accefs to 
G 0 D, for every fpiritual and eternal Bleffing.
A Foundation, of what Kind? In aJJ ReipeB:s per
fect;_ incapable of any Augmentation ; not to be 
:!hengthened, enlarged, or improved by all the Du
ties and all the Deeds of Prophets, Apofl:les, rviar
tyrs. Becaufe it has Omnipotence for its Efl:abliCn
ment.-A Foundation, for whom? For Sinners; for 

the 
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the vile.fr and mofi: miferable of Sinners. -rhat all 
guilty and undone Wretches may come; and though 
ever fo weary, ever fo heavy laden, may cafi their 
Burthen upon this Rock of Ages ; in full Affurance 

of finding Refi, and obtaining Safety. 
This is chearing; this is charming. What Pity 

it is, that fuch an illufi:rious Truth fhould be clouded, 

fuch a precious Privilege fpoiled, by that ungracious 
Sentence! " We obey in order to our final Accep
" tance." -But is this, Sir, your confiant Profeffi
on? I mufr do you the Jufiice to own, that you 
have happier Moments, and more becoming Appre
henfions.-When you join in public W orfhip, this 
is your humble and jufl: Acknowledgment; " Al
." though we be unworthy, through our manifold 
" Sins, to offer unto Thee any Sacrifice; yet we 

" befeech Thee to accept this our bounden Duty 
" and Service."-\Vhen you criticife upon Afpajio, 
the Note is changed, and this is the Purport of 
your Strain; " \Ve befeech Thee to accept us, on 
" Account of thefe our Services ; for we do them, 
" 0 LORD, with a profeffed Vi~w to this End."
To implore Acceptance for our Duties, confeffes 
them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, to 
expeCl: Acceptance on their Account, fhongly inti
mates their Excellency. T~at they are worthy in a 
very high Degree; fo as to obtain Favour, not for 
themfelves only, but for a miferable Creature alfo, 
who confefTes himfolf fubjetl: to manifold Sins. 

I faid, " on account of"-For, if you obey, in 
order to your final Acceptance; furely, you mufr 
expect final Acceptance and eternal Life, on account 
of your own Obedience. A poor ObjeB: difplays his 
Sores, and relates his Difrrefs, in order to obtain 

E 4 your 
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your Alms. Does he not then expect your Alms on 
account of his Sores, his Difirefs, and his piteous 
rraie ?-\Vhat a Coalition is here, between Mrq 
!Pejley and the Subjects of the triple Crown! I find 
the whole Council of 'Trent eftablifhing his Senti
~·nents by their anathematizing Decree. Thefe are 

thc:ir Words ; " If any one !hall fay, that the Righ
" teous ought not, for their own good Works, to 
" expeCl the eternal Reward, through the Merit of 
" j E SUS CH R 1 ST, let h:m be ~ccurfed *.'' 
-Do you fpeak of the l\!lerit of CH R 1 S 'T? So do 
they. Do you, in fome Senfe, allow CHRIST to 
be the Foundation? So do they. Are your Works 
to rear the Edifice, and perform the mofl: refpetlabl<:; 
Part of the I3ufinefs ? So are theirs. 

By this T'ime, I believe, the thoughtful Reade)," 
will guefs the Reafon, why you oppofe and decry 
imputed Righteoufne[s. You are follicitous, it feems, 
not barely for Works of Obedience, but for their 
Value and Credit in the Affair of Salvation ; fat· 
their S~gnificancy anq InRuence, in wim;in.g the 
Good-will of JEHOVAH. Since this is your No-
tion, you may well be offendc;d at CHRIS T's im- · 
puted Righteoufoefs. This will ad.rni.t of no Partner 
or Coadjutor. This, Sir~ in the C'ilre of J uftifica
tion, pours Contempt upon all your mof;t laborious 
Exercifes, and admired Attainm,ents. Yea, thi.s 
being divine and inconceivably excellent, pours all 
around a Blaze of Glory, in which all our puny 
Poings are lofl:, as the S~ars i11 th.e meri<lian Sun,
th in~. · 

* Si q"i! dixet:it, j.ujlos mn de/Jere pro bonis operihus, ex
peBare <eternam retrilmtionem, per }tji.t Chrijli meritum,, 
<Jnatb~ma fit. :Pe Bon. O_per; Can, ~ x; v 1. 
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" 'Ve obey in order to final Acceptance.,"-Me

thinks, this difcovers no more Gratitude, than Wif
dom. Is it not an officious Indignity to that noble 

Goodnefs, which has fet forth JESUS CHRIS r 
for a Propitiation? Is it not a contemptuous Difre
gard of that heavenly Voice, which faid, with fo 

much Solemnity ; In Him I am well pleafed with th e 
Children of Men.-Does this exalt, does it not de
grade the SAVI 0 UR? Does it mortify, does it 
not cheriih the Pride of Man ?-According to · this 
Scheme, the Merits of our L 0 RD are the F oun
dation, not immediately of our Acceptance, but of 
that Situation only, in which we are fuppofed capa
ble of acquiring it ourfelves. They are, in fhort, 
no more than a mere Pedefial ; on which human 
Worth, or rath er human Vanity may ftand exalted, 
and challenge the Favour of Heaven. 

Ah, Sfr ! Acceptance with G 0 D, is an im
menCely rich and glorious Bleffing: A high and tran
fcendently precious Privilege : Incomparably too 
high and glorious, to be obtained, in any Degree, by' 
fuch mean Obedience as yours and mine.-Thc. 
Pardon of Rebels againfi the King of Kings ! 'The 
Reception of leprous Sinners into the Bofom of Hea
ven! Shall .fuch Effects, than which nothing can be 
greater; fhall fu ch Benefits, than which nothing 
can be richer ; be afcribed to human Obedience? 
"\Vhat, but the very Difiraction of our Difeafe, can 
have occafioned or can account for a 'T'hou ght, fo 
extreme in Abfurdity ?-[Shall w e, fordid Wretches, 
with our ulcerous Sores, our v1ithered Limbs, and 
a Stupor over all our Faculties; 01a1l we think our
felves able to do famething for ,H 1 M, who needeth 

~10t the Serv ices of A n~els ? Nay, to <lo fome-
thing 
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thing confidcrable enough, to found a Claim to that 
tranfcendent Honour and Happine(s, the Light of 
his Countenance ?]-Our Adorations! Our Thankf
givings ! Our Praifcs ! ( ur Prayers ! Our Preach
ing ! Our facramcntal Duties ! What are they all 
but filthy Rags*, compared with his inconceivable 
Holinefs and Glory? What Part of his Work do 
we attempt, but we debafe it with 011r deplorable 
Imperfections, or pollute it with our very Touch?
Shame then belongs to us, Shame ~rnd Confullon of 
Face, whenever we look to ourfelves or our own 
Performances. \Vhilc all our Comfort, all our 

Hope, is to be derived from the only Righteous One 
CHRIST JESUS. 

If we know not enough of our own Meanncfs 

and Impotency, let us liften to the Proph~t Ifaiah f. 
In order to our Acceptance with G 0 D, he informs 
us, Lebanon with all her fiately Cedars is not Jujficient 

to hur·n; nor all the Beajls, that range through her 
extenfive Shades, ji1Jicient for a Burnt-Offering. Na

tions, whole Nations, avail no more than fingle 
Perfons. 

• Jfa. 1xiv. 6. In foch a Light, I cannot but look 
upon the Services and Works of frail 1\1.an. Jn fuch a 
Light they are reprefented, in various Parts of our pub
lic Devotions. And if we are but humble enough to~con
fef:; ourfelvt:s Sinncn, in fuch a Light tbcy mu.Ji appear to 
every difcerning and imp:irtial Eye. Since nothing, 
even in H , IJ itlelf, is more loathfomc, or imparts a 
more horrid Defi)cmcnt, th:m Sin.-If fuch Services are 
a fwcet-fmelling Savour to G 0 D, it is owing to that 
copious Inccnfe, (Sv/.<.1x1.<.01a 1".Uo/\1'a, Rev. vjii. 3.) which 
arifcs from the golden Cenfer and the golden Altar. 
(Rev. viii. 3.) Tt is wholly owing to the infinite Dignity 
and a 11 recommending Efficacy of C Ii RJSCJ's Blood, 
Intercefllon, and Righteoufnefs. 

t ]fa. xl. 15 1 16, 17. 
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Perfons. Should they unite their Abilities, and ex
ert all their Efforts, to do fomething wl?ich may re
commend them to J EH 0 VA H *; all would be 
be mean, ineffectual, defpicable. Mean, as the . 
Drop of a Bucket, which falls to the Ground, and 
none regards it. Ineffectual, as the Du.fl upon the 
Balance, which wants even that fmall Degree of Im
petus, necdfary to turn the molt nicely poifed Scales. 
Defpicable, as the Atom that floats in the Air, and 
has not Weight ~nough to fettle itfelf on any Ob
jeCt.-Should \-you reply; In all thefe Things there 

is fome, though very little Subftance. The Prophet 
farther declares; That all Nations in the Vv orld, 
with all their Virtues, Accomplif11ments, and 
Works, would, before the infinitely majefiic GOD, 
be as Nothing, lefs than Nothing, yea, Vanity it
felf. Incapable, ab fol utely incapable of winning 
his Favour, or doing any Thing worthy of his No
tice t.-Bleffed therefore, for ever bleffed be di-

vine 

• Do we want to learn the Prophet's Aim and Delign, 
in this magnificent Paragraph? We may, to our great 
SatisfaB:ion, confult his fagacious and devout Commen
tator Yitringa. Hie altius Jurgens oratio, non tantum om11e 

meritum abjudicat carni, Jed docet etiam & inculcal, ejfa hcec 
omnia qua: gentes ad placandum numen finxerz,nt, merum nibil 
& inane. Nu/lum plane pondus ojferre in commendatiol!e 
caujre Jud? apud Dezan: imo efle nih ilo ipfr, f.;f inaoi inferiora, 
ft quid nihilo minus Jingi & cogitari poj/it. Non poteji in na
tura: fed /i11gi poteji & ohtinet in aconomia Jpirituali. Efl 
enim ihi quod i~a no"'- prodeft ad ohtinendam jujlitiam apud 
Deum, ut fimul noceat. Cujus generis Junt omnia wpr:v,~I~ 
& commenta Japientit:F? carnis. ~Non tantum Deo non com
me11dant,Jed potius iram & indignationem di<Vinam proq;ocant. 

t l\tlay I be allowed to elucidate the noble Paffage, 
quoted above? Sure I am, the Reader will not be dif
pleafed with the DigreHion, unlefs the Annotator fails in 
the Execution, and has the Mi~foni.;ne 

-Egregium. 
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vine Grace, that we have a great High-Priefl:, in 
whom G 0 D is pleafed ; is well pleafed ; and his 

- -- - Egregium opus 
Culpa deterere ingeni. 

very 

The Prophet} firuck with the Contemplation of ~ 
moil: glorious Perfonage, cries out, like one tranfported 
'and amazed, Who? Never was any Thing comparable 
to him, either exiil:ing in Nature, or imaged by Fancy. 
Who hath meafured the Waters, the unfathomable Deep, 
and the boundlefs Wave; meafured them, not in his 
capacious Cifiern, but in the Hollow ef his Hand? Who 
hath meted out Heaq;en, an Expanfe in which Worlds re
volve, and extended to Immenfity; meted it, not with 
an out: .firetched Line, but r-u;ith the Span of his Fingers r 
1¥ho hath comprehended the Duji ef the Earth, all the folid 
Contents of this prodigioufly large Globe, as a little Pit
tance in the fmallefl 111eajitre? ff/ho hath c-1.,mighed the Moun
tains, with all their ponderous Ridges, and the Hills, 
with all their maffy Rocks, as a Man weigheth an Ounce 
or a Dram in his Scales ?·-Here I would only obferve the 
judicious Choice of ObjeB:s . By far . the mofl difiinguifhed 
and magnificent, that the Univerfe affords. The Abyfs 
of Waters, and the Circuit of the Skies r The Dimen
fions of the Earth, and the Elev2.tion--0f the Mountains! 
Compared with which, the Ioftieft 'Groves are lefs than 
the Hyffop on the \Vall; and the moil: ample Cities, are 
fmaller than a Grain of Muftard-Seed. 

Then follows a Comparifon, mm" admirable, if it be 
poffiblet than this fine Dcfcription. 'Behold! The Na-

- tions, whether on the neighbouring Continent or in the 
remotefi Jiles, are, before r'nis eJfalced Being, as the fmall 
Drop of a Bucket, which is almolt too fcanty to deferve 
our Notice. They are as the fmaller Duft upon the Ba
lance, which -is not fufficient even to turn the hovering 
Scale. They are as the fmallel1: Awm, which has not 
\Veight enough to reach the Ground, nor Force enough 
to rcfilt the Dighteit Undulations of the Air. Yea, all 
the Nations of the Earth, amid fl: all their Pomp and 
Grandeur. wi~h all their boafled Accompliiliments and 
admired \Vorks, are before this incomprehenfible GOD, 
as a mere Nothing.-· Can Langua~~e go farther? Can, 
Imagination take a bolder Flight? Yes; the afioni!hingly 

1·ich. 
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very Soul delighteth. '\Vhofe Sacrifice, and whofo 
Work, have merited all the Good, that Sinners can 
want, or the ALMIGHTY can beftow. 

If we are not yet duly humbled, nor willing to 
profefs ourfelves beholden to divine Grace alone ; 
if we fl:ill refolve to be Principals or Partners with 

the one MED I AT 0 R, in the Purchafe of the 
inefiimable Jewel, let us fear, left the L 0 RD our 
Righteoufnejs refent fuch a Di!honour done to Him
felf; and fwear in his Wrath, that \\''e fhall have 
neither Lot nor Portion in this l\llatter. Of this He 
has exprefsly warned us by his Apofile ; If ye be cir
cumcijed, CHRIST Jhall profit you nothing. What 
would St. Paul teach us, by this folemn Protefia
tion ?-That no Jew can be faved? Himfelf was an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews. Circumcifed the eighth 
Day.-That a Chriftian would, by receiving Cir
cumcifion after his Converfion to CHRIST, for-

feit 

Yich Ideas of the Prophet :ic,ld a Heightening, a redoubled 
Heightening even to this inimitable Picture. The King
doms of the World, with all their Inhabitants, and all 
their Honours, are lefs than nothing; are lefs than Va
nity itfelf, in the Eftimate of the Almighty JEHOV Al!. 

This, if I am not greatly mifi:aken, is one of the mofl: 
highly finifhed Sketches of th~ Beautiful and Sublime, ex
tant in the whole Compafs of Letters.-Let us always re
member, that the majefiic Perfon, whom it defcribes, is 
our Atonement and Righteoufnefs (ver. z.) is our Shep
herd and Guide (ver. 1 1.) it will then be one of the 
moft confolatory and delightful Truths, in all the Book 
of GOD.-And 0 ! may we never forget, that the f mall 
Drop of the Bucket, the fmaller Duft on the Balance, the 
volatile Atom, and that which is lefs than nothing, are 
intended to fuew us, what Figure our own Endeavours, 
Works, and Duties make in the Sight of Almighty GOD. 
We fhall then have a Doetrine, mofi powerful to humble 
us, to abafe us, and to tea~h us to renounce our 09vn 
Right~oufnefs. 6 
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frit all his Privileges? No; for he himfelf circum• 

cifed 'Timothy, to gain him a fair Hearing from the 
Judaizing Bigots.-Or is Circumcifion here ufed, 
by Way of Synecdoche, for the ceremonial Law? 
~I'eaching us, that, as the Mofaic Rites were now 
aboiilhed, an Attempt to continue the Obfervance 
of them, would be an unpardonable Oppofition to 
the Defigns of Providence ? 'I'he charitable Compro
n1ife, recorded in the xivth to the R .tJmans, leads to 
a different Conclufion. - Or did thofe [educing 
Teachers, who required this Conformity from the 
Gentile Converts, require them to renounce 
CI{ RIST, and relapfe into mere Judaifm? Nei
ther is th is at all fuppofable. They only required 
fuch a Conformity, " in order to their Acceptance 
"' through his Merits;" which they never rejetled, 
but only rlaced as a Foundation for their own. 

What then can be meant by, CHRIS 'T foal! 
pr·oft you 1'fOthing, if ye be circumcifed? If ye make 
Circumcifion, or any Thing whatever, befides the 
Riohtcouf nefs of CHRIS 'T, neceffary to your Ac

ceptance with G 0 D, ye ilia1l receive no Advantage 
from a11 that the REDEEMER has done and fuf
fercd. This is to halt between Works and Grace, 
het'11ccn C l-i RIST and Self. And f uch divided 
.Regards, He will interpret as an Affront, rather 
than an acceptable Homage. InJeed, this is, in 
Chrifiians , the grand ApoHacy. By this they deny 
the Sufficiency of their SAVI 0 U R's mofi con
fumm<l e Righteoufnefa. They cafi themfelves en
tirely out of the Covenant of Grace, and muft ex
peft no Salvation but by doing the whole Law. 

This is the awful apofiolic Caution. To which 
let me fo join the plain apofiolic Infirutlion-le 

5 an 
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are acapted, fays St. Paul, not partially, but entire
ly; not occafionally, but finally, in the BEL0/7ED. 
All Acceptance, of whatever Kind, or whatever Date, 
is wholly in Him, not in any Thing of our own.
The Author to the Hebrews affirms; That CHRIST 
hath obtained Redemption, not left it to be accom
p1ifhed1 either in greater or fmaller Meafure, by our 
Diligence and Duties. No; He Himfelf hath ob
tained, both prefent and final, yea, complete and 
eternal Redemption for us. And will you, Sir, afcr·ibe 
to your own Obedience, what the ApofUe fo exprefsly 
afcribes, and fo entirely appropriates, to the bleffed 
JESUS ?-The fame Writer affures us ; That 
C HRJ S'T, by one Offering, hath perfelied for ever, 
them that are fanllijied. Them that are clean fed with 
the Blood of Sprinkling, He hath not only <lif
charged from the Guilt of Sin, but rendered them 
unblameabfo and unreproveable, before the Majefl:y 
of Heaven. He hath done all that is neceffary for 
their full, perfett, and evedafiing Acceptation .. 
Yes ; whether it be in Life or Death ; whether it be 
at the Throne of Grace, or the Tribunal of J udg
ment; during the Span of Time, or through the 
Ages of Eternity; all that is neceffary for our per
fect Acceptation is done. Done by an infinitely 
better Hand, than our own; by an infinitely better 
Expedient, than a·riy human Obedience, 

Do I, by thefe Remonfrrances, fet at nought true 
Holinefs? Or fuppofe a Sc.lvation, feparate from 
holy_ Obedience ? You, Sir, cannot entertain fuch a 
Suppofition ; fince, in your very la!t Remark, you 
was diffatisfied with my infifling on the infeparable 
Conneetion of a living Faith, and '.Vorks of Righ
tr;cufnefs.-I honour and prize \.Yorks of Righte-

o fnefs. 
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oufnefs. I would inceffantly inculcate, both the 
indifpenfable Necemty, and the manifold Utility, of 
holy Obedience. We are redeemed, that we lpay 
be zealous of good Works. We are created in 
CHRIST 'JESUS, that we may be able to do good 
Works. And by good Works we are to glorify our 
FATHER which is in Heaven. 

Only I would have good \Vorks know their proper 
Station, and their proper Office. I am far from 

fetting at nought the Services of the Hand or the 

Foot. But I lhould very much difapprove their 
Defign; I lhould utterly defpife their Pretenfions; 
if they fhould offer to intrude themfelves on the 
Province of the Eye, or aCl: as the Organs of Sight. 
Apply this Simile to the Obedience of Man, and 
J ufiificatio!l before GOD, or Acceptance with GOD; 
you will then fee, in what Rank I place, in what 
Efleem I hold, both the one and the orher. 

As I would have Obedience know its proper 
Place, fo I would have it take a right Form. The 
_Obedience, which you propofe, is the Obedience of 
the Bond-Man, not of the free. A Slave, bought 

with our l\1oney, obeys in order to be accepted. A 
Servant, hired to difpatch our Bufinefs, obeys in 
order to receive his Wages. But the Child .obeys, 
becaufe he is beloved ; becaufe he is the Heir; and 
all Things, which the Father hath, are his. 

" Obey in order to Acceptance !"-Indeed, Sir, 
you quite mifiake the Principle and Source of Chriftian 
Obedience. Nor ihall I undertake to reltify your 

· mifiaken Apprehenfions, left you fhould fcorn to 
_learn from an Inferior. I will refer you to a Set of 
Teachers, from w_hom you need not bluili to receive 

Infirull:ion. But as this may demand a very parti-
cular 
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cular Confideration, I !hall poftpone it to fome fu
ture Opportunity, and affign to it a difl:inC'c Epifile. 

In the mean Time, if you :fhould afk; Why I 
have been fo copious upon this Point? I anfwer; 
Becaufe it is a l\tfatter of the utmofi Importance. 
An Error on this SubjeB:, is as detrimental to our 
fpiritual Welfare, as a Fa ult in the firfl: Concocrion 
is to the animal Confiitution. A Mifiake concern
ing Acceptance with G 0 D, mufl: fet in a fal(e 
Light every religious Truth, and :fhed a malignant 
Influence on every religious Sentiment. 

If you afk ; Why I have repeated the obnoxious 
Propofition, almoft as frequently as the Rams-Horns 
founded the fatal Blafl, on the Day when 'JerichtJ 
was overthrown ? I anf wer; For the very fame 
Purpofe. To overthrow, if poffible, fo pernicious 
a Notion. To lay it as low, as the Fortifications 
of that devoted City. And I hope, neither Mr. 
Wefley, nor any other, will attempt to rebuild it~ 

lefl: they lay the Foundation thereof, in the Diilionour 
of the blefied REDEEMER; and Jet up the Gates 
of it, in the Diflrefs of precious Souls. Both which 
EffeB:s, I am perfuaded, are very remote from your 
Intention. That they may be equ:;illy remote from 
your Preaching, your Writing, and all your Doc~ 
trine, is the fincere Wifl1 of, & c. 

F LETTER 
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L E E T E R IV. 

REV. S1R, 

I Had, in the Warmth of my Concern, almo~ 
forgot to take Notice of a Text, which you pro

duce from l Tim. vi. 17; 18, 19· And, which is 
fomewhat firange, produce as a Proof, that the 
Apoflle requires Chriftians " to obey, in order to 
" their final Acceptance." 

Is Paul then become the Apofl:ate? And <lo ~he 
Curfes, which he has denounced againft the Se• 
ducers of the Galatian Converts, fall at length on his 
own Head ? He placed Timothy at Ephefus, as a Bul• 
wark againft the Encroachments of other DoCl:rines. 
\Vas it with a Referve for Liberties of this Kind, 
which he himfelf iliould take ? Can we think his 
Mind fo much altered, fince he told thofe very 
Ephejians, that, without feeking Acceptance through 
their Obedience, they wer·e already accepted in the 
BEL 0 //ED? Does he now retract the bleffed 
Truth? Advifing the Rich, to raife a Cloud of 
golden Duft, that it may cover their Sins, and waft 
them to the Skies r At the fame Time, excluding 
the Poor from the F ellowfuip of this new GofpeJ~ 
and the Hope of G Jory. Is he grown afhamed of 
that Righteoufnefs of G 0 D, which, he affured the 
Romans, was the Power of GOD unto Salvation, 
only through Believing? And are we, Sir, grown 
weary of that pure Doll:rine, which was refiored to 

us, 
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us, by our glorious Reformers ? Are we willing to 
give up the Depofitum, and return to the more 
than Egyptian Darknefs of Friars and Monks ? wita 
whom 

- - Cr;e/um eJl venale DEUS que ? 

But to the Point.-I fhall tranfcribe the Text, 
and add a :fhort Paraphrafe. Which may, perhaps, 
explain the Meaning, and heft refute the ObjeB:ion. 
Charge them that are rich in this World, that they do 
Good, that they he rich in good Works, ready to difiri
bute, willing to. communicate; laying up in Store for 
themfelves a good Foundation, that they may lay hold on 
iternal Life. Charge them, thofe Believers '* among 
you, who are rich in this World; that they do Good, 
that, as l\1embers of CH R 1 S ?:, they fuew Kind
nefs, and exercife Beneficence to others. That they 
be. rich in good Works, abounding in thofe Works and 
Labours of Love, which flow from Faith, or a com
fortable Perfuafion of their Interefi: in CHRIST. 
Ready to diflribute, on all proper Occafions, with 
Chearfulnefs a~d Delight; as counting it more 
ble£fed to give, than to receive. Willing, even with
out Sollicitation, to communicate; and not only em
bracing, but feeking every Opportunity of relieving 

F 2 the 

[* The Exhortation is addreff'ed, not to the Ungodly, 
but to true Believers. Who had received CHRIST, and 
were faved through Grace. Confequently, had no Need 
to 'V.)in or attain eternal Life, but only to make it, in 
their own Apprehenfion, or to their own Confciences, 
more and more Jure. Had they been unconverted Peo
ple, the A po file would, like his divine MASTER dif'I' 
courfing with the rich, but unregenerate Nicodemus, 
l1ave firuck at the Root of their Mifery; and fpoke of 
more important Things, than diftributiog a little Shining 
Duft among the Poor.] 
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the Neceffitous. Lightly efieeming all that is called 
Weal th here b'elow ; and laying up in Store for them-
felves another Kind of Treafure, [even CHRIS 'T; 
who is the Pearl of Price, and the true Riches.] 
This will be a good Foundation of Hope, of Comfort, 
and Joy : Agair!fi the Time to come, whether it be the 
trying Seafon of Sicknefs, the awful Hour of Death, 
or the more tremendous . Day of Judgment. That, 
placing their Affections on Him, and having their 
Treafure in Him, they may be found wife Merchants. 
Not grafping Uncertainties and Shadows, but faying 
fajl Hold on * f ure and fubfl:antial PofTeffions ; even 
on eternal Life. 

!Ye eflahlijh the Law: We provide for its Honour 
by the perfeB: Obedience of CHRIST'; fays Afpajio.
" Can you poffibl y think, replies Mr. W ejley, that 
'' St. Paul meant this ?"-Before I anfwer this 

Quefiion, 

* '.!ake fafl Hold 011-thus I would tranflate that empha
tical compound Word em'Au(;wvla,, Which agrees with the 
Experience of the Chrifiian, and is not without the Autho
rity of the Critic.-With the Experience of the Chrijiian. 
$ince Believers, by the Exercife of Faith, producing all 
good Works, are continually maintaining an~ increafing 
their Hold of CHRIST; and of that eternal Life, which 
is given them in Him.-With the Authority of the Critic. 
For the Word figni£ies, " To feize with great Ve he
" mency; to lay Hold on with both Hands, as upon a 
" Thing we are glad to have got, and will be lath to let 
" go agaia." LEIGH's Grit. Sacr.-That it does not, 
in this ConneEtion, denote an apprehending of fame~ 
what, not taken hold of before, is evident from Verfe 
the twelfth, where this very Exhortation is direB:ed to 
'Timothy himfelf; who was an eminent Man of G 0 D, 
and the Su bjeCl of particular Prophecies ; was a Believ~r 
of the firft Clafs, and an undoubted Heir of Life and 
Immortality. Who needed not, therefore to attain, but 
to live in the fteclfaft Hope and unintermitted l;~peC}~
tio11 of the glorious Inheritance~ 
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Qyefi:ion, give me Leave to afk another. Have you, 
Sir, done J ufi:ice to Afpajio? Is what you quote, 
the whole of his Interpretation ? Have you not fe
creted a Sentence, which (peaks the very Thing, you 
blame for omitting r 

A Member of the Houfe of Commons~ haranguing 
the honourable Affembly, took the Liberty to affert; 
" The Gentlemen in the Minifierial Interefi:, never 
" propofe any Thing for the Good of their Coun
'' try."-This was no fooner uttered, than a warm 
Partizan of the other Side fiarting up, complained 
loudly of Calumny and Scandal. Hold 1 Sir, for a 
Moment, faiet'--the interrupted Orator. Let me jufl: 
finiili my Sentcnc'e, and then give Vent to your ve
hement InveClives. l\!ly Intention was to have ad
ded; " but we in the Oppofition readily agree to 
'' their Meafures. "-Upon hearing this Explana
tion, the Houfe l'l1iled, and the hafiy Zealot fat 
down afhamed. 

Let me produce the whole Period, now under 
Confideration. Then I believe, the Reader will al
low, that Mr. Wejley has imitated this hafi:y Gentle
man, in one Infl:ance ; and whether he has not fome 
Reafon to imitate him in another, I £hall leave to his 
own Determination.-Immediately after the Difplay 
of free J ufi:ification, or of Righteoufnefs imputed 
without P//orks *, Ajpajio, aware of the Poffibility 
of abufing his Doetrine, afferts the indifpenfable 
Neceffity of Holinefs. This done, as quite cleared 
from the Accufation, he triumphs with the Apoftle; 
" Do we then make void the Law, through Faith, in 
" the imputed Righteoufnefs of our L 0 RD? G 0 D 
" forbid I Yea, we d[ablijh the Law. Confidered as 

F 3 " the 
~ Rom. iv. p .. 
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'' the_ original Covenant of Life ; we provide for its 
" Honour, by the perfell: Obedience of CHRIST. 
" Confidered as the invariable Standard of Duty; 
" we enforce its Obfervance,, by the mo!l: rational, 
" manly, and endearing Motives *."-Here, Sir, 
was hardly any Room for the Precipitancy of Inter
ruption, becaufe the whole Paffage lay before you. 
And it is a little furprifing, that you fhould fee and 
animadvert upon the former Claufe ; yet neither fee, 
nor regard the Claufe immediately following. 

" Did fuch a Thought (of efiabliiliing the Law, 
" by the Atonement and Righteoufnefs of CHRIST) 
" .ever enter into St. Paul's Mind?" -Let the pre
ceding Context determine. Has the Apofl:le been 

opening the true Senfe of the Precepts, that they 
might be rightly underfiood ? Has he been jncul
cating the inviolable Obligation of the Precepts, that 
they might be duly praB:ifed? Has he not been af
ferting a J ufl:ification abfolutely free, effected by the 
Righteoufnefs of G 0 D; without any Co-agency 
from the Righteoufnefs of Man? Does he not, in 
the lafr Words, profe!fcdly encounter the Objection, 
which, in every Age, has been raifed againfl: this 
facred Doctrine ? " Hereby you neglect and dif
'' honour the divine Law." No; fays the infpired 
Apologifr, the Law is hereby eflablijhed, and !hewn 
to be more fiable than Earth or Heaven. The grand 
LegiDator Himfelf :lhall be humbled to its Obedi
ence; the G 0 D who gave the Law, fball bleed for 
its Penalties; rather than a Tittle fail of its due 
Accomplifument.-Magnified thus, the Law indeed 
is, and made for ever honourable. And though /Jf
pajio does not exclude our praB:ical Regards, I do 

verily, 

~ Theron and .Afpajic, Vol. I. p. 200. 
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verily, for my own Part, believe; that the former 
Sentiment, againft which you exclaim, was upper
mofi: with the Apoftle, and is the chief Defign of 
the Text. 

Yes, Sir; it was the Apofl:Ie's chief Delign, to 
:fhew the perfeB: Confiftency of free J uftification with 
the moft awful Glories of the DEITY; and thereby 
lay a firm Foundation for the Hope of a Sinner. 

Had J ufiice, which is the effential Glory of G 0 D's 
Nature, or the Law, which is the revealed Glory 
of his Will-had either of thefe been violated, by 
the evangelical Scheme ; ben.ign and defirable as it 
is, it mufi: have been utterly rejeCled; it could 
never have taken Place ; the whole W or1d mufi: 
have perifhed, rather than f uch an Injury be offereq to 
any of the Divine Perfections. 1~herefore St. Paul 
moll: f weet1y teaches, and mofi fatisfaCl:orily proves, 
that infiead of being injured, they are moft illufiri
oufly difplayed by the Obedience and Death of 
CHRIST. By this Means, JEHOVAH is in
flexibly juH:, even in jufiifying the Ungodly; and 
his Law is highly exalted, even in abfolving th; 
Tranfgreffor, that believeth in ] ES US. 

Here is firm Footing; here is folid Rock. 

Solid Rock, on which the Sinner may reil, who is 
well nigh funk in Def pair ; while the Waves and 
Billows of divine Indignation go over his alarmed 
Soul.-Firm Footing, on which he may proceed, 
who fees the Importance of his eternal Interefis, and 
does not rifque them on the vague Notion of mere 
Mercy. Dares not give into the modi!h Religion, 

whi.ch leaves- f uch venerable Things, as the J uftice 
. F 4 . of 
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of the moft .High and the Law of the mofl: Holy, 
defiitute of their due Honour. And leaves fuch im
potent Creatures as Men, to fhift for themfelves, by 
d~ing the befl: they can. 

" The plain Meaning is, we efl:abiifh both the 
'' true Senfe, and the effectual Practice of the 
'' Law : We provide for its being bo~h underCT:ood 
" and praB:ifed in its full Extent."-How can you 
make this Provifion, if you [et afide the confumrnate 
Obedience of CHRIST? Who is the End ~f the 
Law for Righteoufnefs; for accompliiliing that Righ- . 
teoufnefs, which its Precepts defcribe, and its Con

fiitution demands. 
0 ! Sir, did , you -confider, what that meaneth, 

which the Apofl:le :flyles -ro cuJ'v11a.1011 T8 11op.8, you 
would not ufe this Language. Can we-can fuch 
miferable Sinners as we, ever dream of efl-ellua11y 
praB:ifing, in its full Extent, that Law, which con
demns every Failure; which requires Truth in the 

inward Parts, which infifl:s upon Perfe8:ioI?, abfo

lute Perfetl:ion, in every Jnfiance, and on all Occa
fions ; charging us, 

lP.ith All intenfe, and unremitted }lerve, 
To hold a Courfe zmfaultering, 

to the very End of our Lives, and from the Begin

ning of them too.-Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to 
this mofl: fublime Sanctity of the divine Law. Then, 
infl:ead of faying, We provide for its Performance in 
the full Extent of its Demands; you will probably 
fay, with a more becoming Modd!y, we provide for 
its Performance, in a Way of willing, chearful, :fin
cere Obedience. Still looking unto HI 1\1 for J ufl:i-

fication, 
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fication, who has, in our Name, and as our Surety, 
fulfilled it to the very uttermofr. 

It is, I apprehend, one of your leading Errors, 
that you form low, fcanty, inadequate Apprehenfi
ons of G 0 D's Law. !'hat Law, which is a bright 
Reprefentation of his mofi pure Nature; a beautiful 
Draught of his mofi holy VI ill, and never, fince the 
Fall, has been perfeB:ly exemplified in any living 
CharaB:er, but only in the Man CHRIST JESUS.
From this Error, many others mufl: unavoidably fol
low. A Difefl:eem of imputed Righteoufncfs, and a 
Conceit of perfonal PerfeB:ion. A Spirit of legal 

Bondage, and, I fear, a Tincture of Pharifaical 
Pride. 

Should Mr. Wejley afk; 'Why I harbour fuch a 

Suf picion, concerning his Sentiments in this Parti
cular? I anf wer ; Becaufe, here, he (peaks of prac

tifing this Law, which is fo exceeding broad, in its 
full Extent. f3ecaufe, elfewhere, he reprefents the 
Violations of this Law, whofe leafi Tittle is of 
greater Dignity than Heaven and Earth, as fmall 

~1atters ; as petty r ffcnces ; or, to ufe his own 

Words, as " Things not exaetly right." - But 
more of this hereafter. 

.djpaji?, to vindicate the Equity of the future 
Judgment, declares ; " I fee nothing arbitrary in 
" this Procedure ; but an admirable l'vlixture of juft 
" Severity, and free (}ooclnefs. On thofe, who 
" reject the Atonement, ju.fl: Severity. To thofe, 
" vvho rely on their SA VI 0 UR, free Good
" nefs."-Mr. Wej!ey, as though he would excul
pate the U ngod·Iy, afks, " vVas it ever poilible for 

" them, not to reject !" - 'Vhat fays our infallible 
Coonfellor; 
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Counfellor ; the T E AC I-I E R fent from G 0 D ? 
They will not come to M E , that they may ~ave Lift. 
They rejected h is Counfel. They would not ceafe 
from th eir own Works, and betake themfelves 

wholly to the Righteoufnefs of CHRIS T. This 
M ethod of Salvat ion they difl iked. It was Fool

iibnefs unto th em. T herefore, they were difobe
d ien t to the h eavenly Call.-Does this tak e away 

their Gu ilt? Mufi: G 0 D be reckoned unjuft in 
punifhing, becaufe Men are obfiinate in their Un
helief? 

G 0 D does not require me, as you too injurioufly 
hint, to _" touch Heaven with my Hand," in order 
to efcape Damnation. But He invites and requires 
me, to accept of CH RJ S 'I and his Salvation. If, 
intent upon any imaginary Accomplifuments of my 
own, I over-look the Gift ; or if, eager in the Pur-
fuit of worldly Gratifications, I trample upon it; is 
not the Fault entirely my own? Does it not pro
ceed from the Folly of my Mind, or the bad Difpo
fttion of my Heart; and leave my Conduet without 
Excu(e? 

Jufiification is complete, the firfr Moment we be
lieve; and is incapable of Augmenta tion. 1"'hus .llf-

-. l>afia. fpeaks. Thus Mr. Wejley replies," Not fo."
And has he, for his Authority, a fingle Text of 

Scripture? No; but the whole Council of Trent. 
One of whofe C anons dogmatizes in th is Manner. 
" If any !hall affirm, that Righteoufnefs received is 
" not preferved, and increafed 1ik.ewife, by good. 
" Works ; but that good Works are only the Fruits 
" and Signs of J ufi:ification obtained, not the 
'' !vleans of increafing it alfo, let him be ac-

curfcd . '' 
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'' curfed *."-I am forry, Sir, to fee you again in 
fuch Company. And I would hope, if it were not 
an unhandfome RefleB:ion, you did not know your 
Affociates. Yet it is firange, that a Prot~/lant Di
vine !hould have been fo inattentive, to the main 
Part of his CharaB:er; or fnoul<l be able to forget, 
that complete J ufiification, through the Righteouf
nefs of our L 0 RD alone, is the very Efrence, Soul, 
and Glory of the Reformation. 

But let us examine the Point.-J ufl-ification, I ap
prehend, is one fingle Alt of divine G race. J t mufr, 
therefore, be either done, or undone. If done, in 

my very Idea of the Alt, it includes Com plettrnefs. 
So that to fpeak of incomplete J uf1: ification, is a 
Contradiction in Terms. Like /peaking of dark 
Sun-!hine, or a round Square. 

An incomplete J ufi:ification feems, in the very 
Nature of Things, to be an abfolute Impoffibility. 
Even an earthly Judge cannot jufi:ify, where there is 
the leaft Departure from Integrity. He may over
look ; he may fhew Clemency ; he may forgive. 
But he cannot, in fuch a Cafe, pronounce righteous. 
Much lefs can we fuppofe, that J ufiification !hould 
take Place before an infinitely pure and jealous 
G 0 D, unlefs all Guilt be done away, and the Per
fon be rendered ccmpletely righteous. 

Befides; can that J uH:ification be other than com
plete, which is brought to pafs by the mofi majefiic 
SON of G 0 D? By his perfectly holy Nature; by 
his infinitely precious Sufferings ; and by his incon-

ceivably 

* Si quis dixerit, j ujiitiam acceptam non confcr<Vari, atqut 
etiam non augeri coram Deo per opera bona: Scd opera ipfa 
fruflus folummodo & figna eJiejujitjicationis adeptcf', non etiam 
iJJ.(ius augendce cau/am,,J allathema f;flo. Seif. v l. Can, 24. 
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ceivably meritorious Obedience? This, if any Thing 
in the World, mufi: be abfolutely complete; beyond 
Compare, and beyond Imagination complete; to fpeak 
all in a vVord, complete in P~·oportion to the Dig
nity, Perfection, and Glory of the Accomplifher. 

ls any fuch Notion, as an incomplete J ufiifica
tion, to be found in the Bible ? St. Paul fays, Whofa
ever believeth is jujlijied; to all Intents and Purpofes 
jufiified. No, fays Mr. W cjley; he may be jufii
:fied onlJ' in Part or by Halves.-He that believeth, 
adds the Apoftle, is jeflified from all Things. No, 
replies Mr. !f7 ejlcy; many that believe, efpeciall y in 
the Infancy of their Faith, are juftified only from 
fame Things. !'here is no N eceffity, that J uftifica

tion !hould be complete, when or where-ever it exifis. 
Is there no N eceffity? Why then does the Voice 

of Inf piration aflert; 'rhat the Righteoufnefs of G 0 D, 
is upon them that believe? Can a Man have that 
incomparably magnificent Righteoufnefs, and yet be 
incompletely jufiified ?-Does not the fame infpired 
\V riter declare-That this perfetl: and divine Righ
teoufnefs is upon all; not upon fame only, but upon 
all Believers ? WJether they be weak or firong; 
whether in the firfi Moments of their Converfion, 
or in the lafi Sta3e of their vVarfare.-Y es ; and he 
farther affures us, l~hat there is no Difference. No Dif

ference, with regard to the Righ teoufnefs itfelf; for 
it is the one everlajling Righteoufnefs of the incarnate 
G 0 D. No Difference, as to the Reality of its 
]mputation; for it is unto all, and upon all. No 
Difference, in the Way of receiving it; which is by 
Faith in 1 E SUS C Ii RIST. Confequently, no 
Difference in the Fruits or Effects; which are Par
don and A\:'ceptance, free ;ind full J uflification. 

Is 
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Is Mr. Wejley, like the Popifh Party, an Advocate 

for a firfr, for a fecond, for I know not how many 
J ufi:ifications ? According to this Scheme indeed, 
J ufl:ification may be an incomplete Thing. But the 
Misfortune attending this Scheme, is, that it has no 
Foundation in Scripture. The Scripture knows no
thing of it; the Scripture declares againfi: it; and 
acknowledges, as but one Faith, but one Baptifm, 
fo but one J ufiification. 

This is the grand fcriptural Maxim ; HE bath, 
by one Oblation, perfetled for ever, them that m·e fanc7i -

jied. The Oblation is one, needing no Repeti tion, 
and no Appendage. It does not partially a com
plifh, but perfeets the Bufinefs of J ufiification. 
Perfel,ts it, not at the laH only, but from firfl: to 
lafl: ; yea, for ever and ever. In Behalf of all thofe, 
who are fanctified ; or made Partakers of this great 
Sacrifice, and this divine Atonement. 

This is the fine fcriptural Illufhation; The Heir, 
even while he is a Child, is Lord of all. You have, 
perhaps, a Son born. Upon this Child you multi
ply your Favours and Careffes. He grows in Wif
dom and Stature. Yet neither your Favours, nor 
his Growth, add any Thing to his Son{hip, nor 
augment his Right to your [nheritance. With both 
thefe he was invefi:ed, the firfl: Moment he drew 
Breath. So, we are no fooner jufiified, than we 
are Heirs ;_ Heirs of G 0 D, and joint Heirs with 
CHRIST. The Perception and Enjoyment of this 
Privilege may increafe. But the Privilege itfelf, like 
the Birth~right of the Firfi-born, is incapable of 
Augmentation. 

Would Mr. If/ ejley, with the F olJowers of Armi
nius, exclude the Righteoutnefs c.1f CH RI ST; and 

7 introduce 
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introduce fomething of Man's, as the efficient, or 
as a concurrent, Caufe of J ufl:ification ? Then like
wife his Notion of a gradual, a variable, an incom
plete J ufiification, mu ft enfue. Whether it be 

, },aith, which he would introduce for this Purpofe, 
or Repentance, or fincere Obedience, or whatever 
elfe he pleafes; according to the Meafure of thefe 
Works or Graces, muft be the Degree of Jufl:ifica
tion. And not only as to different Perfons, but as 
to the fame Perfon, at different Times. 

Farther; fince all thefe Endowments are, fo long 

as we continue in the prefent State, imperfetl:; our 
J ufl:ification mu fr, according to this Plan, unavoida
bly partake of their ImperfeB:ions. It cannot be en
tire and lacking nothing, till Mortality is f wallow
ed up of Life.-But how contrary is this to a 
Cloud of Witneffes from the Scriptures ! Ye are, 
even now, jzjlijied. He hath, even in this prefent 
Time, reconciled you to G 0 D. Through the Birth 
and Death of I iVI MANUEL, there is not only 
Peace on Earth, but Good-will towards Men; .nid'oxrn~, 
Favour, Complacency, and Love, from the holy 
G 0 D, to the fallen Soul. And is not this complete 
J ufl:ifi.cation ? 

" There may be as many Degrees in the Favour, 
" as in the Image of G 0 D."-This Obje8ion 
turns upon a Suppofition, that the Favour of G 0 D 
towards us, is occafioned by the Image of G 0 D in 
us. Which is the Dotl:rine of the Law; the very 
Language of Heathenifm; and has not a Savour of 
that Gofpel, in which CHRIS 'T is all. And I 
think myfelf more concerned, to remove fuch very ' 
prejudicial Miftakes, than to fift and adjufl: any nice 
Speculations, .relating to Degrees of the divine Fa-

your. 
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vour. Afpajio has touched this Point. Referring 
you to his Obfervation, I ihall €onfine myfelf t-0 a 
more interefiing Subjeet. 

It is CH RIST, who has redeemed us to GOD, to 
the Favour and Fruition of G 0 D, by his Blood. 
By his Blood alone, without any Aid from <;Ut' 

Goodnefs, or any Co-operation from any Crea
ture.-His Work pleafes G 0 D. His Work m'ag
nifies the Law. His Work is incomparably the 
nohleft of all Things in Heaven or Earth. This 
therefore is our Recommendation to the divine Ma ... 
jefry. lnterefred in this, we fiand perfeetly righte
ous before the KING immortal, and fhall be eter-

1 nally acceptable in his Sight.-It was only on Ac
count of Abraham's Supplication, that G 0 D 1hewe& 
Compaffion to ./lbimelech. It was only on Account 
of Job's Interceffion, that the LORD was pacified 
towards his three Friends. And it is only on Ac ... 
count of CH R 1 S T's Righteoufnefs, that the 
HIGH and HOLY ONE beholds any Child of 
Adam with Complacency and Delight. 1'o 'JESUS 
alone belongs the I-Ionour of reconciling, jufiifying, 
faving the innumerable Millions of redeemed Sin
ners. And is not the LAMB that was flain, w-or ... 
thy to be thus honoured, and thus exalted? 

Is then our own internal and external Goodnefs 
of no Avail in this Matter ?-Let us hear the elo
quent lfaiah, the Evangelift of the ]ew1/h Church. 
The lofty Looks of Man jhall he humbled, and the Haugh
tinefs of .Aden jhall he bowed down; and the L 0 RD, 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, alane, /hall he exalted 
in that Day.-Does this Text, it may be faid, 
relate to the Gdfpel, and the Cafe of Acceptance 
with GOD? Or is it poffible to make what followsl:& 

S confiHent 
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confiilent with f uch an In terpretation ?-Let us fee, 
whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOS1~ himfelf, 
m ade perfeltly confiftent with fuch a Senfe. 

The D ay of the L 0 RD of Hojls, in the propheti
cal Scriptu res ., general ly and principally fignifies the 
'Time of the Gof1Jel Difpenfation. When the LORD 
puts the fi nifuing Hand to hi Revelat ion ; gives the 
brighte:ft Difplay of his Grace; and gathers together 
all 1,hings in CHRIST. 

This Day, and its Influence, ihaJl caufe a wonder
ful Revolu tion in, what is cal led, the religious, vir
tuous, moral vVorld. I t ihall fall like a Thunder
bolt upon every Idol , fet up in the Hearts of M en. 
Shall prove thei r Wifdom to be Folly ; their Ability 
to be Im potence ; all their W orks to be worthlefs. 

This Prophecy, being fo repugnant to our N oti
ons, and fo difgufiful to our Inclinations, is aiferted 
and enforced with the greatefi Particularity, both as 
to Perfons and to T hings. 

As to Perfons.-For the Day of the LORD of Hojls 
Jhall be upon whom ? U pon the ford id Wretch, or 
the fcand alous Sinner? Rather upon every one that is 
proud and lofty' in his own Conceit; pluming himfelf 
with the Notion of fo me imaginary Pre-eminen~e 
above his Neighbour. It fh all be likcwife upon every 
one, that is lifted up in the Efteem of others. Either 
on Account of R oman Virtue, or .Athenian Philofophy, 
or Pharifaical Zeal. And, notwithfianding his af
piring Pretenfions, or glittering Accomp1i£hments, 
he jhall be brought low ; lb all be degraded to the Rank 
of a lofi, undone helplefs Sinner. · 

So that none fuall have it in his Power to fay, "I 
" am be~ter than thou. I fiand upon more honour,
'' able Terms with my MAKER, and am a fitter 

" Objeel 
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" ObjeCt for his Favour.'' They £hall all be like 
Prifoners, confined in the fame Dungeon, and lia
ble to the fame Condemnation. Everv one of them 

J 

equally defiitute of any Plea for Jufiification ; and 
all of them, as to Acceptan.:::e with their CREA TOR, 
without any Difference. No Difference, in this 
refpetl:, betwee·n the accomplifned Gentleman, and 
the infamous Scoundrel ; no Dilference between the 
virtuous Lady, and the vile Profiitute. No Diffe
re..nce at all, as to the Way and Manner of their 
obtaining Salvation. So that the Whole may ap
pear to be of Grace. 

As to 'Things.-This Part of the Subjeet is il
lufirated by a grand Affomblage of Images; compre
hending all that is moft d dlinguifhable in the vifibie 
Creation, and denoting whatever is moil admired or 
celebrated among the Sons of Men.-Oaks and Ce
dars are the mofl: fiately Productions of vegetable 
Nature. Therefore the Day jhall be upon all the Ce
dars of Lebanon, and upon all the Oaks of Bajhan.
Hills and Mountains are the mofi: confpicuous and 
majefiic Elevations of the Earth. Therefore the 

Day £hall be upon all the high Mczmtains, and upon ali the 
Hills that are lifted up.-'f owers and Cities are the 

mofi: magnificent VI/ arks of human Art. Therefore 
the Day lhall be ujlon ruery high Tower, and upon 
every fenced Ff/a!l.-1.7;e Ship$ of Tarfh/jh are put for 
the 'Vealth, the Advantages, and the various Im
provements, procured by 1\J avigation and Commerce. 
Pleafant Pillures may reprefent every elegant and 
refined Embellilhment of civil Life.-The whole 
Collection of Metaphors, frems to exprefs all thofe 
Attainments, PoffeHions, and Excellencie-s, which 
are fupp9(ed to add D~gnity to our 1--Tatme, or Sta-

G bility 
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bility to our Hopes ; to confiitute a Portion, in 
which we ourfelves may refl: fatisfied, or a Recom
mendation, which may entitle us to the Favour of 
Heaven. 
, Yet all thefe Things, before the Requirements of 

GO D's Law, and before the Revelation of his Righ
teoufnefs, £hall be eclipfed and difgraced. Thrown 
to the Bats, and configned over to Obfcurity ; thrown 
ta the Moles, and trampled into the Duft. So that 
in the Purfuit of eternal Life, none fhall regard 
them; or elfe regard them, only to _defpife them. 

Thus, fays the Prophet a fecond Time-Toren; 
der the Work of Humiliation effeCl:ua], he redoubles 
his Blow. May our whole Souls feel the Energy of 
his vigorous Expreffions ! Thus jhall the Loftinefs of 
Man be bowed dJwn, and the Haughtinefs of Men /hall 
be laid low. All Notion of perfonal Excellency fet 
afide, they !hall be bafe and vile in thejr own Eyes. 
Acknowledge the Impoilibility of being reconciled 
by any Duties of their own, and place all their 
Confidence on the propitiating Death and meritori
ous Obedience of JESUS CHRIST. They lefs 
than nothing; 1-1 E a11 in alL 

With this important Sentiment I clofe my Letter; 
not without an ardent Wi{h, that it may fink into 
our Thoughts, and dwell upon both our Hearts. 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER 



Let. V. Reverend Mr. WESLEY. 83 

L E T T E R V. 

REV. S1R, 

Y 0 UR lafr, and feveral of your other Objecti· 
ons, appear more like Notes and Memoran

dums, than a jufr Plea to the Public, or a fatif
factory Explanation of your Opinion. They have 
rather the Air of a Caveat, than a Confutation; 
and we are often at a lofs to difcern, how far your 
Remonfirance is either forcible or appofite. 

Brief Negatives, 1aconic Aifertions, and quick In
terrogatories, opened by no pertinent 111 ufirations, 
fupported by no fcriptural Authority, are more likely 
to ftagger, ftun, and puzzle, than to fettle our Na
tions in Religion. You feem, Sir, to have forgotten, 
that Propofitions are not to be efiablifued, with the 
fame Eafe, as Doubts are fiarted. And therefore 

have contented yourfelf with a Brevity, which pro
duces but little Conviction, and more than a little 
Obfcurity. 

This Brevity of yours, is the Caufe, and I hqpe, 
will be the Excufe, of my Prolixity. Which, I per
ceive, is growing upon my Hands, much more than 
I intended. If you had been pleafed to fhew your 
Arguments at full Length, and to accompany with 
Proof your Gloffes upon Scripture, the Reader would 
then have been able tet determine the preponderating 
Evide(lce, between yourfelf and dfpajio. And my 

· G 2 Trouble 
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Trouble had been confiderably leifened) perhaps 
quite fpared. 

An Infl:ance of the foregoing Remark, is the Ob
jection which follows.-St. Paul often. mentions a 
Righteoufnejs imputed, fays Afpajio. " Not a Righ
" teoufnefs, fays Mr. W efley; never once; but 
" fimpl y Righteoufnefs." -St. Paul mentions d'nt1X'
oa:u11n, the Righteoufnefa which i& imputed, both 
with and without the Greek Article-.. And do nei
ther of thefe fignify a Righteoufnefs- 'f This is a Piece 
of Criticif m, as new to me, as it is nice in itfelf.
Befides, where is the Difrerence between a Righ.
teouf nefs, and Righteoufnefs ? Is not every Righte· 
oufncfs, a Righteoufnefs ? Is not· every Perfon, a 
Perfon ? And every prodigious Refinema-nt, a piO
d igious Refinement ?-I thought, Mr. Wej!ey had'. 
known how to employ his Time better than in fplit
ting, or thus· attempting to fplit Hairs. 

To what Purpofe, Sir, is this exceffive Refine
ment? M'any of your Readers,. I apprehend, wiH_ 
find it difficuh to conjeB:ure. For my own Part, . I 
freely confefs:t that I could not, for a confiderable 
rrime, difcern your Aim. Nor can I, even now., 
tji[cover any other Defign, than a forced Endeavour,. 
to exclude the Righteoufnefs 0f CH R JS'T; ~nd 
introduce' a mifi:akcn Something of your own, to• 
officiate in its Stead.-As the Thread of your Criti• 
cif mis fpun extremely fine, we muft examine it with, 
t.he clofeft Attention. But firfr let me jufl: take: 
l~otice-

'I'hat Afpajio, in Confequence of his Obferva
tion, deduced from the Apoftle's Language, afks;; 
vVhat or whofe Righteoufnefs can this be? To· 
which. Mr. lFifley anI•ver.s; " L-Ie tells you himfelf: 

,., F aiWl-
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" Faith is imputed for Righteoufnefs."-But have 
·you never read Ajpajio's Interpretation of this Text ? 
If not, be fo impartial, as to cafl- your Eye upon the 
tenth Dialogue. There he confiders .this Palfage ~t 
-large, and Jays before you his Expofition of the 
vVords . Not i:mpoftng it, without affigning a Rea
:fon. But together with his Expofition, prefenti·ng 
you with )the Grounds of his Opinion. If you can 
overthrow them, try your Strength and your Skill. 
They fl:and ready to receive your Attack; bei:ng, at 
.prefent, .in full Poffoffion of the Field. 

However, if you will not advert to his T'houghts; 
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yo1as. '' St. Paul 
-'' never ·menti0ns a Righteoufnefs, b:ut fimply Righ
" teoufnefs." Thus, J prefume, you argue -
" Not a Righteoufnefs; t ·hat might feem to denote 
" fame real Righteouf nefs; fome act.ual Confor
,, mity to the divine Law, imputed to Sinners fo.r 
" their J ufii.fication.-Whereas, if Faith be f u bfti
,,, tuted, inHead of this real Righteoufnefs ; if Faith 
" be all that to :us, which our own Obed~ence to 
'"' the Law lhould have been ; and which Afpajia 
'' fuppofes, the Righte.oufnefs -of CHRIST is ap
" pointed to be; if Faith itfelf .be all this to us, then 
" we are made righteous withou.t a Righteoufnefs. 
·" Something is accounted to us for Righteoufnefa, 
" which is really no fuch rfhing.-Then we lhall 
i;, be under no Neceffity of ftl'bmitting to the Righ
" teoufnefs of our GOD and SA VI OUR, but may 
'' eafily be furnii11ed out of our own Stock." 

Is not thi·s, or fomething like this, your Way of 
Reafoning ? Do you not, in this l\!Ianner, under
fland Faith imputed for Righteoufncfs? Not as de
.riving all its Efficacy, all .its Signiiicancy, from its 

G 3 .moil 
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mofi: magnificent Objecl:. But as being itfelf the 
Efficient of J ufl:ification ; the very 'I'hing, for 
which we are accepted. In Oppofition to " the 
" wicked and vain Commentaries of the Calvinijls, 
" which fay, that all this is refident in CHRIS 'T, 
" and apprehended by Faith." 

This led me to ufe that fingu1ar Expreffion, " a 
" mifiaken Something." Since this is an egregious 

Mifiake of Faith; of its Nature, its End, its Im
port.-Of its Nature. For, it is a going out of 

Self, and a flying to CHRIS r, for Pardon, for 
Peace, and for every fpiritual Bleffing.-Of its End. 
For, it is ordained, to preclude all Boafiing. That 
itfelf may be nothing. That its Owner may be 

nothing. That the G·race of G 0 D, and the 
Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, may be all in all.
Of its Import. For it fays, according to the Pro

phet ; In the L 01~. D, not in 'myfelf, have I Righte
()ufnefs. It would expofiulate, in the Words of the 

Apofl:1e, with its over-weaning and doating Admi
rers; ye Men of lfrael, why look ye fo earnefily on 

me; as tho1:1gh by my own Power or Dignity, I had 
procu red your Reconciliation, and rendered you ac
cepted ? 'fhe G 0 D of Abraham, lfaac, and 'Jacob 
has glorified his S 0 N ] ES US, and appropriated 
this Honour to his Ouedience and Death. In the 
Matter of J ufiification, it is my Bufinefs, not to fur
nilh a Contingent, not to fupply any Part, · but to 

receive the Whole from his Fulnefs. 
On CHRIST"s Death Sinners are to rely, a~ 

the Caufe of their F orgivenefs ; on CH R 1 S T's 
Obedience, as the Sround of their AcceptaiKe. 

'' How does this agree with pag. 58 ?"-Be pleafed 
to turn back, Sir; and with a ·very little Atte·ntion, 

you 
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vou will perceive the Agreement. Then let me de-
"' fire you to turn inward ; and you will, probably, 
difcern more than a little Difingenuity, in your own 

Procedure. Since you refolve to frap your Ears 
again!l: the Author's Explanation, his very particu
lar Explanation and Refiriction of his own Me~n ... 
ing *.-If you was examining a mathematical Sy
ficm, you \Vould al ways carry in your Memory, the 
leading Problems or introduetory Axiom~. ~f you 

did not, your own Judgment would blame you~ 
And when you neglell: to do the fame, in canvaffing 
a theological Treatife, does not your own Confci
ence reprove you ? 

Our L 0 RD comm~nds f uch Kinds of Benefi

cence only, as were exercifed to a Difciple, in the 

Name of a Difciple. Here Mr. l'f/ejley aflcs; " Is 

" not this a Slip of the Pen ?"-Read the P aliage, 

Sir; and anfwer yourfelf. What are our L 0 RD's 

Words ? Ina/much as ye have done it to thefe my Bre

thren. Have you not then as much Reafon, to 
charge our divine MASTER with a Slip of the 

Tongue, as to charge Afpajio with a Slip of the 

Pen ? It is undeniably plain, that he does in Fac:t 
commend only fuch K.inds of Benefic~nce, as was 
exercifed towards his Brethren. And I prefume, you 

G . 4 will 
* In pag. 58. Afpajio, [peaking of the Obedience and 

Death of CHRIST, profeifo ci ly declares ; " However, 
" therefore, I may happen to exprefo myfdf, I never 
" confider them, as afting in the exclufi:ve Senfe; but 
" would always have them underfioud, as a ~rand and 
" glorious Aggregate. Looking upon our SAVlOUR's 
" univerfal Obedience, which commenced at his Ir.car
" nation; was carried on through his Life; and terrni
"' natcd in his Death ;-looking upon all this, in irs collu
" tir.;e Form, as the Obj etl of my Faith, and the Founda .. 
" ti<rn of m v Hooe. ' 1 . " . 
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will read ily grant, that his Brethnw, the nobler Re
Lrtiirn, cannot be more extentlve than his Dijciples, 
the inferior. 

" \Vill not our L 0 RD then commend all Kinds 
' ' of Beneficence, provided , &c."-Excufe my cut

tinr.t fhort vour St1eech . You are rambling from the w .) l ~ 

Point. \Vhat CHRIST will do, is quite another 
(~1eftion. A.fpafio neither denies, nor affirms any 
'fhing, on th is Subjelt. · All that he confiders, is, 
what appears to be really done, in that particular 
Defcription of the lafi: Day, and its awful Proce{s. 
!'~or will he fcru ple to affirm, a fecond 'Time, that 
our L 0 RD applauds fr ch Acts of Beneficence only, 
a., were exercifed to a Difciple ; to Believers; to his 
i> i·c~ 'h "'en .i..) t · ,I,, l 1 • 

1,he righteous Judge fpecifies this Sort of l\.1funi
f cencc, becrnfe it is a fure Indication of one bc
f_Otten by the Vl ord of Truth. It is a 1,ei1, which 
non~ but the Saints" and Faithful in CHRIST 
~l E S US will come up to. And a Chriftian is mofl: 
1)ropedy diftingui!hcd, not by what he does in com
mon wi l h others~ but by the different Principle 
from v;hich he acts.-Of this Particularity /1/poflo 
okes Notice, on Purpole to \Varn, as well as to 
c<.:hort his Readers. Exhort them, that they may 
abound in Works of Generofity. //f/anz them, that 
the:r Works may fpring from the right Source, 
Faith in the divine REDE E l\I ER. 

" You are not willing to call \Vorks of Bcnefi
" cence, though exercited to a Samaritan or a H f' a

'' then," tranficnt Bu bblcs.-1~ o more is .lffprjh; 
in the Sen[e and l\!Janner, which you would infi.nu
ate. He calis them fuch, not abfolutely, but rela~ 
tively. Not in themfelves, but with refpetl to an 

Affair, 
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Affair, infinitely too great for them to tranfacr, 
either in Whole or in Part. In thi s "'v'iew (as rela
tive to J uftification) St. Paul calls them Dung, 
whi_ch is defpicahle and fordid. Surely then A/j>afi~ 
may cail them Bubbles, which are Lhewy but infir-ni-

. 0 

ficant.-I don't c21l1 the Defk, on which I write, a 
mere Egg-ShcH. Yet I {h ould not hefitate to fay~
It is fcanty as an Egg il1ell, if 2ppointed to tranfport 
an Army to the Indies; feeble as an Egg -fhell, if 
fet up as a Vl all of Munition, again ft a Battery of 
Cannon. 

H.ow mu!l ChriHians exceed the Scribes and Pha .. 
rifees? 'I'o this Afpajio replies. Not only in being, 
fincere; in having RefpeEl unto all G ()D's Com
mandments; but a1fo in pofle_ffing a complete Righ-.. 
teoufnefs. Nor can this be any Thing lefs, tha n 
the perfect Obedience of our great MEDIA TOR.
" Did. our L 0 RD mean this? Nothing lefs.H
Peremptori!y affirmed. But not fo eafily proved . ....;;. 
Yes, you add ; " He f pccifies in the following Par ts 
" of his Sermon, the very Infiances, wherein the , , 

" Righteoufnefs of a Chriflian exceeds thtit of the 
" Scribes and Phari [ee:>s.''-~ He does fo. But is it 
not an abfolutely complete Righteoufnefs r A Meek
nefs, without the leafl: Emotion of Refentment. A 
Purity, without the leaft Stain of evil Concupilcen,ce. 
A Love, a Long-Suffering, a Perfe~ion, fuch as 
our FATHER whi(h is in Heaven exercifes. 
Now _ if this does not exceed the Righteoufnefs of a~ l 
t,he Chrill:ians in the \Vorld, or if this is to be found 
in any Charalter, fave only in the Character of our 
great iVI ED I AT 0 R, I rctraCl, moH: freely retract 
my Opinion. 

The 
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The Difcourfe relates to that Righteoufnefs, by 

which we are faved; or, by Virtue of which, we' 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven*· And why, 
Sir, why will you not rcfign the Honour Gf obtain
ing Salvation, to the mofi: biefTed IMM AN U E L's 
Blood and Obedience? Why will you hedge up your 
People's vVay to the immortal Manfions, by teach
ing them to depend upon Duties and Attainments of 
their own ?-Should any one, hearing this Dotlrine, 
that the Law of the ten Comma·ndments requires a 
perfect, finlefs Obedience; that none can be de
livered from the Wrath to come, or enjoy eternal 
Life, without this ununning, perfect Obedience;
!hould fuch a one, !truck With Surprife _and Anxiety, 
enquire; '~ Vlho then can be faved ?" vVhat An
fwer wou1d Mr. ff7ejley give ?-The Anfwer we 
would make, is obvious and full of Confolation. 

'' No 

:rc Chrijlu.; magna offeveratione pronun!iat, pharifaicam 
illam jujlitiam, qute non perfell.ij/ime habet integram legis im
pletionem, non pojfe ingredi regnum ccelorum. Suorum igitur 
juflitiam cvult e.ffe abundantiorem, hoc ejl ,/uos 'l.Jult ad judicium 
Dei, affirre abundanti[limam, p!enijjimam, & perfdlijJimam 

ju)litiam, ut per ac propter eam poj'ent ingrcdi regnum ccelorum. 
Eam rvero, quia in fe non in:veniunt,jide qu~runt & appre
hendunt in imp!etione legis, a Chrijlo pro nobis pra;Jlita, Vid. 
CHEMNlTII Harm. E'l.Jang. p. 7zz. 

A truly valuable \Vork. In which the learned Reader 
will find many Traces of Eve1y Devotion ; many Pieces 
of folid Criticifm ; and many fine Views opened, to fee 
more clearly, the Wifdom, Bt>auty, and tranfcendent 
Excellency of our bleifed REDEEM E R's Life. This 
Book is particularly eftimable, for difpla,ying with great 
Perfpicuity, and enforcing with proportionable Zeal, that 
clitl:ingu:fhe·d Article of Chrifiianity, Jujli.fication ~hrough 
the Rzghteovfncfs of JESUS CHRIST. Which is, as 
our Auchor very emphatically f11eaks, lpjij1/,,;um eei,·angclii 

fundamen tum. 
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" No l\1 an, by his own Performances. But Sal

" vation is to be fought, Salvation is to be obtained, 
" by the Righteou[nefs of Another. Even by the 
" confummate Obedience of our L 0 RD JES US 
"CHRIST." 

He brings this fpecious Hypocrite to the Tell.
" How does it appear, you afk, thJt this young 

" Ru1er was a Hypocrite ?"-It appears from his 
ConduB:. For, he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR, 

as one fincerely defirous of learning his Duty; yet, 
when infiructed in it, he would not perform ir.-It 
appears from your own CharaEter of him. You fay~ 

" He loved the World." Then the Love of the 

FATHER was not in him. 'rhat he pretended 
to the Love of G 0 D, is evident from his own 
Words. That he had no real Love, is certain from 

your own Acknow1edgment. If Pretence, without 
Reality, be not Hypocrify, pleafe to inform us, 

what is.-It is farther apparent, from your Defcant 
on the Cafe. " Therefore he could not keep any 
" of the Commandments in their fpiritual Senfe.'> 

And it is a fore, as well as important '.f ruth, that 

whoever pretends to keep the Comm2 ndments, yet 
does not keep them in their fpiritual ~v1eaning, is a 
Deceiver of himfelf; a Deceiver of others; a I-Iy
pocnte. 

" The keeping of the Commandments, fays Mr; 
" Wejley, is undoubtedly the Way to, though not 
" the Caufe of eternal Life."-How then came it 
to pafs, that our LORD JESUS CHRIST, !boul<l 
declare? I am the lf/ay. The Way, to what? T'o 
the Favour of G 0 D: to the Fruition of G 0 D; 
to every fpiritual I31dfing; or, in other \Vords, to 

eternal Life,-After fuch a Claim, from fuch a Per. 
fan, 
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fon, may I not, without the Imputation of undue 
Conhdence, deny your Affertion in ... your own Form 

·Of Speech ? " The keeping of the Commandments 
" undoubted61 cannot be the \Vay to eternal Life;" 
ftnce th is is an H 0nour, th is is a Pff'rogative, which 
:the aJl-gloriouf) RED.EE MER h a.s ·challenged to 
·himfe1f. 

Hence .your ·D;ift:!ntt.ion, between the lf/ay to, and 
·the Caufe of, agpears to have no Countenance from 
Scripture. And will it not, upon a Review') appear 
to have as little Support from Reafon? Caft your 
Eye upon yonder Bridge. It is thrown over a deep 
:snd wide River. It is the vVay, the only \Vay, 
where by I crofs the \.Vatcr, lind arrive at the oppo
f te Bank. If fo, is it not likewi(e the Caufe of my 
fafc Arriva·l on the other Side? There may be, in 
th!s Cafe, other CatJfcs, concomitant or fubordinate. 
But the Bridge is the grand one; that which every 
Body .chief! y regards ; and to which my Paffage -is 
.ahvays afcribed. 

CI-/ RIST therefo re is the \Vay, the only vVay, 
to Life and Immortality. By his precious Blood~ 
and hy his divine Righteoufnefs, we pafs the Gulph. 
of \V rath and Ddhud:ion. By the Things which 
}k h]s done, by the Pains which he has endurea~ 
we enter th e Realms of Peace and Joy. According

'~Y' \Ve are ex hortcd to waa· in Him ; and are aff ured, 

-that as many as walk in this \Vay, Jhall renew th~·,. 

Strength. 'fhis is, what the Apoll:le calls, the new 
.. and /iving /1(1)" 1~his is, what the Pfalmifl: Hyles, 
lhe !f/ay £Vt rlaj7lng. And though other Ways may 
jt;;·m 1·<r;ht U!ito a lklan, yet the End thereof are the IPay"is 
,7 D u.d h. 

A DoHbt, 
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A Doubt, perhaps, may arife in_ the Reader's; 
Mi-nd, fuggefied by the VI ords of tJ1e Prophet ; An· 
High-/Fay jhalL be there, and a TP'ay, and it jha/L be 
called the lf/ay of Holinefs. l rue. T'he Way is 
CHRIS 'T, the incarnate G 0 D, with alJ his Gifts~, 
Privileges, and Bleffings. ft faa ll be called the ft/ay 

of 1-lolinefs *. None can enter and advance therein,. 
yet continue carnal a..11d unclean. All that travel this, 

Road, renounce the hidJen Things of Dar~nefs~ 
and do the Works of Righ teoufnersr It does not 
jndeed find, but it aifuredly makes, the Paffengers 

.vighteous. And though Holinefs is not their Way, 
yet it is a principal Part of their Bufinefs, while they 
walk in CHRIST. 

* !fa. xxxv. 8. U.pon this S·ubj-ctl:, Dr. Owen fpeaks 
excelh:ntly. " CHRIS 'T is the Medium .. of Comm uni
'-' cation between G 0 D and us. In Him we meet; if1', 

·" Him we walk. A11 Influences of Love, Kindnefs~ . 
" Mercy from G 0 D to us, are through Him; all ma-{" 
'-' Returns of Love, Delight, Faith, -Obedience untC> 
"-' G 0 D, are all tbrough Him. He being that one "!Yay..,. 
" G 0 D fa often promiferh his Peopie: And it is a glo
" rious Way, lja. xxx.v. 8. An High-Way, a Way of 
" Holinefs, a Way that none can err in, that once cnte~ 
" it. Which is further fet forth, lja. xlii. I 6. All other.
" Ways, alt other Paths bllt this, go down to the Cham
'-'· bers of Death. : They all 1~ad to walk contrary to
,, GOD." 

See a Trca~ife, entitled Communion with G 0 D. By 
Jo<H N Ow E Iv, D. D. \¥hich pref en ts us. with the Spirit 
eind ~inteffence of the Gofpel; \Vith the nobJeft Privi~ 
leges and ftrongeft Confolations of Chriftianicy ; anima
ting us thereby to all the Duties of holy Obedience.-
Here are Pinks and Rofes in the Path. Milk and Honey 
in the Cup. Marrow and Famefs on the Table. Jn, 
many Treatifes, the Author h~s done worth ily ; but in
this, I think, he excelieth them all. 
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/lfpajio, having Occafion to fpeak of Abraham,s _ 
Faith, quotes the Words of the Apofile; By Works 
his Faith was made perfetl. Which he thus explains; 

" His Faith hereby anfwered its -proper End, and 
'' appeared to be of the true, the triumphant, the 

<< the fcriptural Kind. Since it overcame -the 

<' vVorld, overcame Self, and regarded G 0 D as 

" all in all."-To this Mr. !Fejley replies, with the 

Solemnity of a Cenlor, and the Authority of a 
DiB:ator; " No. The natural Senfe of the Words 
<' is, By the Grace fuperadded, while he wrought 

" thofe \Al arks, his Faith was literally made per
" fecr."-Y our Proof, Sir. What have you to 

make good this Interpretation ? There is not a 
Word in the Text about Grace fuperadded. This 

is not affigned as the Caufe of a perfeeted Faith. 
Nay, the facred \Vriter exprefsly affigns another. 

By !Ycrl·s, fays St. James, his Faith was made per
feCl:. No, fays Mr. lf7 ejley; but by Grace /uperadded. 

St. J anus affirms one Thing; Mr. lf/ejley affirms the 

contrary; and who am I, that I fhould decide be

tween two fuch Difputants ? But I believe, _the 
Reader will, without my Interpofal, eafily chufe 

his Side. 

Perhaps, you will rep1y; if this is not the true 

Senfe, produce a better.-One lefs oppofite to the 

natural I rnport of the vVords, and the apparent 

I\1eaning of the Apofile, is already produced. Do 
, you infift upon another? I will then refer you to 

abler J udges.-Shall I fend to an Expofitor, whom 

you yourfelf admire ? Dr. Doddridge thus comments 

upon the Text. '' His F(1ith was pnfec7ed by !Yorks; 
'' the Intt"grity of it, W'lS made fully apparent, to 

'' himf~lf, to Angels, to G 0 D."-Sliall I remit 
5 you 
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you to an Expofitor, who can neither decei_ve, nor 
be deceived ? The GOD of Glory fays; My Strength 
is made perfia in Weaknefs. Made per/ea! How? 
Is there any fuch Thing, as a Super-Addition to 
G 0 D Almighty's Power, while He exerts it in Be ... 
half of his People ? This none can imagine. But it 
is hereby manifefied, to their Comfort, and his 
Glory. ~rhe fame Word is ufed concerning Abra

ham's Faith, and concerning the GOD of .Abraham's 
Strength. Why then :l.hould it not be underfl:ood 
in the fame Senfe ? Here, it is TE/...w~1a' ; there it is 
EJEAEiwe~. And, in both Places, it fignifies, not 
" literally made perfecr," but illufl:rioufly difplayed. 

Shall I fend you to a familiar Illufl:ration ? I view, 
from my Window, a young Tree. The Gardener, 
when he planted it, told me ; It was a Fruit-'I'ree, 
a Pear-Tree, a right Beaute du Roy. It may be 
fuch a Tree, and have its refpeClive Seed in itfelf. But 
this did not then appear. If, when Autumn arrives, 
its Branches are laden with Fruit, with Pears, with 
that delicious Kind of Pears; this will be a Demon
ftration of all th.ofe Properties. This will, not 
make it fuch a particular Tree ; no, rtor make it a 
good and fruitful Tree; but only lhew it to be of 
that fine Sort, or make its Nature, and PcrfeB:ions 
evident. 

St. James fpeaks of the J uflification of our Faith; 
thus proceeds /lfaajio. And thus replies Mr. lf/ejley; 
" Not 1miefs you mean by that odd Expreffion, our 
" Fait ' ~ cing made perfect."-! mean fuch a Per
feB:ion of Faith, as is mentioned above. Other 
Perfell:ion I find not, either in Books or l\1en. Wa~ 
Faifh perfell:, in your Senfe of the Word, Love, 

Joy, and all Holinefs would be perfeet likewife. 
Corref pond~nt 
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Correfpondent to the Principle, would be the State 
of the Produllion. '"fhere would be no longer any 
Caufe for that Petition, which the Difciples put up; 
L 0 RD, incrcafJ our Faith. Nor for that Suppli
cation, which you and I, fo long as we continue 
Members of the Church of England, mufl ufe; Give 
unto us the lncreafe of Faith, Hope, and Charity! 

You call the J ufiification of our Faith an " odd 
" · Expreffion." -Is it not found ed on the Tenour of 
the Apofl:le's Difcourfe? Is· it not the native Refult 
of the Apofile's Inquiry? Shew me thy Faith. Prove 
it to be real and unfeigned. Prove it by f uch Acts, 
as demonfhate, you trufi in ] ES US alone for ever
bfiing Life. If it fiands th is ~r eft, we {hall ac
knowledge it to be that preciou3 Faith, whofe Au
thor is G 0 D, ::md \Vhofe End is Salvation.-Is not 
that a J uflification of F;:iith, which difplays its Sin
cerity, and renders it without: Rebuke? Somewhat 
like this, wou ld be reckoned a J uHificarion of any 
Perfon, or of any other 1 'h ing, and vv·hy not of 
Faith? 

Something, you fee, Sir, may be faid, in Vindi
cation of this Expreffion. However, if it be thought 
improper; if it tenrl to create any Ccnfotl.oH in our 
Sentiments; or to draw off our J\ ttention from that. 
grand Idea, which is peculiar to the \/Vord J uftifica .. 
ti on; the Idea, I mean, of bci ng m;:ide righteous be
fore G 0 D. I freely give it up; I will alter it in 
my Book; and ufe it no more. 

1-Ie that doeth Righteoufn~{s , is ris,htr:o11s. He mani
fefis the Truth of his Converfion, and jufiifies his 
Profeffion from ali Sufpi<.ion of Infinceritv.-'' Nav; , ; 

H fays Mr. 117ej!ey, the pbin rv1ec,n ing is, he alone is 
., ti uly ri ~hteous, whok Faith \\·ori<uh by Love.''-

6 y rmr 
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Tour Expofition may be true, and .11/pafio's no lefs 
true. I leave the Reader to determine, which is 
mofr exaCtly fuitable to the Apofile's arguing.-He 
is fpeaking of the Chrijlian Righteoufnefs. That 
which renders us righteous before G 0 D. That 
which Fldh and Blood could never have difcovered. 
\Vhich therefore was gracioufly revealed in the Gof
pel, and is the principal Subjeet of Gofpel -Preaching. 
As then there were, and always would be, many 
Pretenders to the noble Privilege, St. 'John lays 
down a Maxim or a Touchfione, to diftinguilh the 
Sincere from the Hypocrite. He that uniformly 
doeth Righteou/nefs, in a Way of Sanctification ; he, 
and he only, is to be acknowledged by us, as truly 
righteous by VVay of J ufiification. 

Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of wrangling. 
Where you hit upon the Truth, or come pretty near 
it, I !hall never be eager to oppofe. On the con
trary, I fhall be very defirous to agree; and preferve, 
as much as poffi.Gle, both the Unity of Opinion, and 
the Harmony of Affe8ion.-'.{our own Interpreta.
tion iliall take place. On1y let your 11/orking be the 

Sign and Fruit of a righteous State, not thq.t which 

makes or conftitutes us righteous. The Righteouf
nefs of fallen Creatures, is not of thernfelves, but of 
·me, faith the LORD~ It is brought i,n and accom
plifhed by HIM, whom G 0 D hath fet forth to 
be their 1-1EDIATOR and SURETY. So that 
we are made righteous, not by doing any Thing 
whatfoever, bl,l.t fole.1y by helieving in 7 ES lJ S. 
Our Character as the Re.deemed of the L .O RD, is, 
D• rn . w-•nw~; Iden, having their Exifience, their 
£1,1bfiflence, their all, by Faith. Hence it C{)mes to 
pafs, ·that we really are, what the Apoftl~ a.ffi1 ms, 

H in, 
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the folJowing Words; Righteous, even as He is Righ
teous. Not barely righteous, as the moral Heathens, 
by Dint of human Refolution. Not barely righteous 
as the reputable Jews, by the Influence of their legal 
Sanctions. But righteous with that 'very Righteouf 
nefs, which adorns, and exalts, and will eternally 
difiinguifh the only begotten S 0 N of G 0 D. 

It remains to be enquired; What Faith is mofi: 
likely to operate, in this excellent and happy 1\!Ian
ner? I mean, to work by Love.-Let me illuftrate 
the Point by a iliort Apo1ogue; then releafe the 
Reader from his Attention, and the Writer from 
his Talk. 

A certain King had two Favourites, whom he 
honoured with his peculiar Regard, and enriched 
with a ceafelefs Liberality. They both, infenfible 
of their vafl: Obligations, became Traitors and Re
bels, Being conviB:ed of Treafon againfi their So
vereign, he was determined to overcome their Evil 

_with Good. Accordingly, when they had nothing 
to ple~d in their own 13 e,half, hie generouily forgave 
them both. The one he diCmifTed from Prifon, and 
f~ffe red to live unmol efl:ed on his private Inheritance~ 
T'he other he refiored to all his high Preferments, 
~n<l public Empl oys. f-I~ adorned him again with 
the Robe of Honour, and admitted him <1gain into 
the Bofom of Favour.-VVhich of them, no'N, will 
feel the wanne11: Affe8:ion for their Sovereign ? 
Which of them will be mofl: ready to ferve him on 
all Occafions r And; if Need be, to hazard even 
I~ife in his Defence ?-He, doubtiefs, en whom 
moil was bei1owed. 

Ancl 'is ltlot that Perfon moft likely to work and 
~bey> from ~ Prin:iple of f~ove ~ who believes, ~hat 

, 6_ })is 
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his divine L 0 RD, has not only bore the Curfe, 
but fu1fi11ed the Law for Him ? Has given f-Iim, not 
barely an · Exemption froin Punifhment, but a Title 
to eternal Life ? Yea; has cloathed him with his 
own moG: perfetl: and glorious Righteoufnefs. By 
Virtue of which, He will, ere long, be prefented 
faultlefs before the Throne of Judgment, and have 
an abundant Entrance into the everlafiing King
dorn.-Will not the Faith of fuch unfpeakably rich 
Grace, pacify the Confcience, and ·purify the Heart? 
Awaken Gratitude to our heavenly. Benefatlor, and 
enkindle Zeal for his Glory ? Caufe us to difcharge 
all the Duties of our Station chearfully, and withftand 
every Allurement to Evil refolutely? 

Surely, we may fay of this Faith, what David 
faid of Goliah's Sword ; There is none, there is nothing 
like it. For all thefe bleffed Purpofes, it is beyond 
Compare, and I fuould think, beyond Difpute, effi
cacious.-That you, Sir, may know more of this 
Faith, and difpute lefs againfi it, is the fincere and 
fervent Willi of, &c. 

L E T T · E R \ 71. 

REV. S1R, 

AS this Letter may probably be pretty !Qng, I 
fua11 not increafe the Prolixity by a Preface i.

but enter upon it, without any farther Introduction. 

H 2 lf/hfa 
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il7hofa dtJeth thefa Things, faith David, Jhall never 
fall. Which Afpajio thus interprets, " lliall never 
'' fa11 into final Apoftacy.,,-You are pleafed to re
ply ; " David fays no f uch Thing. His Meaning 
" is, whofo doeth thefe Things to the End lhall ne
" ver fall into Hell."-It would be a great Wonder, 
I mu ft own, if he Cnould. But if he happens to fail, 
at fome Times, and in fome Infl:ances, what becomes 
of him then ?-H owcver, let you and I, Sir, be at 
as little Variance as poffible. vVhere is the extraor
dinary Difference, between yourfelf and AfPaflo? 
If a Profdl~.>r of Religion falls into Hell, mufi he not 
previoufly fall into final Apofiacy ? And if he falls 
into final Apoilacy, mufi he not inevitably fall into 
f-Iell ? 

When you infert the Claufe, to the End, do you 
interpret? Do you not rather interpolate the facred 
Text? The Words of the PfalmiH relate to the pre

fen t Time, rnvv docth, not ntt'Ji' jhall do. They 
con.ta.in an Encouragement to thofe, who, at this In
fiant, bring forth the Fruits of evangelical Righ~ 
teoufnefs. The Encouragement is deduced from the 
comfortable D oB:rine of final Perfeverance. It car

ries this chearing Import ; " vVholoever believes in 
" J E H 0 V A H, as laying all his Sins upon 
H CH R l ST, and g1ving him eternal Life freely; 

'' w~ofoever, from this Principle of Faith, fincere1y 
'' loves and willingly obeys G ·O D; He lhall never 
'' fali/-'-The Words are t:J~ i.v~ ~lD' tt?, lfe )hall ne
ver bem()ved. A Phrafe, common among the Hebrews, 
to denote the Stability of a ~v'.lan's Happinefs. An 
immoveable Thing never fall s, either one Way or 
aµother. So, thi'3 ric;hteous Perfon lhall never fall ; 

either 

s 
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either into final Apofiacy, which is the greatefi M i
ferv here; or into Hell, which is the Confummation 

.; 

of Mifery hereafter. 
But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of 

what you are jealous. Your Exclamation unravels 

all ; " How pleafing is this to Fldh and Blood !'' 
-Under Favour, Sir, I cannot conceive, how this 
Doltrine lhould be pleafing to Fldh and Blood. 
Fldh and Blood, or corrupt N <1 tu re, is pr:Jud. Any 
Scheme of Perfeverance, to be accomp}ifhcd by our 
own Strength, would indeed be agreeable to th e Va
nity of our Mind. But a Perfevcrance, founded on 

the Fidelity and the Power of GOD; a Perfoverance, 
which acknowledges itfclf owin;i: , not to any human 
Sufficiency, but to an Union with CH R 1 ST, and 
the Interceffion of CHRIST; this is a difgufiing 
Method. This is what the natural Man cannot 
away with. You will find the General ity of People 
utterly averfe to it.-Fldh and Blood will not fub
mit, either to be made righteous before G 0 D, by 
the imputed Righteoufnefs of C HRI S'l'; or to be 
made faithful unto Death, by the never-failing Faith
fulnefs of CHRIST. Try your Friends; try your 
Followers ; try your own Heart, on this Point. 

To the humble Believer, I acknowledge, thi s is 
a moft pleafing and confolatory Doftrine. I-Ie, who 
feels his own Impotence; who knows the Power of 

his inbred Corruptions; and is no Stranger to the 
\Vil es of his fpiritual Enemy; he will rejoice in the 
Thought, that noth£ng jbail pluck him out of his al
mighty R E DEEM E R's Hand. That his Advocate 
with the FATHER, will fuffer neither Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Life, nor Death, nur Things prefant, 
mr T hings to a;me, nor any other Creature., to jeparate 

H 3 him 
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him from the Love of G 0 D.-Without f uch a Per- . 
fuafion, we m.ight too truly fay of the Chriftian's 
Joy, what Solomon faid of worldly Merriment; lfaid 
if Laughter, it is mad ; and of Mirth, what does it? 
If he, who is to Day bafking in the divine Favour, 
may before th,e Morrow be weltring in a Lake of 
Fire; then Joy, even Joy in the HOLY GHOST 
is unreafonable; and Peace, even that Peace which 
patieth ~11 U nderfl:anding, is chimeriq11. A Build
ir~g without ~ l3afis; at leaft~ a hawing Waif, arid a 
tottering fence. 

Let us examine the Doetrine, which Mr. W ejley 
fays, is fo pleafing to Fldh and BJood ; or, in 
ether Words, to carnal People. - What is the 
Thing, whkh the Pfalmifl teaches, and /lfpajio pro~ 
feffes ? That the Perfons, who are defcribed in the 
Pfalm *, iliall never apofi~tize, from the true_F aith, 
or from true Obedience. Is this fo ?greeable to car· 
nal People ? Is it not rather unwarrantable in Mr. 

IF ejley to foppofe, that carnal People either polfefs 
true Faith, or perform true Obedience, or can be 
pleafed with either? Efpecially, fince the Apofile af
fures us, that the carnal Mind is not fub)eef to th~ LaW, 
of G 0 D, neither indeed can be. 

•The xvth1~/u_/m,] apprehend, defcribes the perfeCl:Cha. 
r!]der. That Perfeai~n, which CHRIST really fulfilled; 
and is the Rightecnfnefs, in which GOD is \\;eJl pleafed. 
The Childrp: of the Truth are, by the fame SP [RI T, 
Je d to imitate this Character, according ~o the Nfeafur~ 
of their Faith. Yet fo imperfectly, thai wh~n compared 
l,vith it in their own Perfons, they have Reafon to pray, 
Forg,;·-ve us our 'Trtjpaj}es. Though, when confidered as 
cloarhed w~th the Fulfilment of all in CHRIST, they ~1ay 
aifore themlclvq pf Acceptance with G 0 D, and an 
~ve r l~ilin5 Title to the diviq; fa\·our. 
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Befides; are not the Dut,ies, mentioned by the 

Pfalmifr, oifenfive to Flefh and Blood ? Do th~y not 
r equire, or imply, the Mortification of our carnal 

Appetites, and the Difcipline of our unruly Affec

tions? Can it be a welcome Piece of N ews to Fleih 
and Blood, that this Mortification £hall take place ? 
Infiead of being remitted, fhall increafe ? And never, 

never be di(continued, t_ill Mortality is fwallowed up 
of Life !-If fo, the old Man which is corrupt, mufi: 
be p1eafed with the Curb, and the Dagger mufi de
light in its own Rdhaint, and its own Defirultion. 
-Such a Paradox we mufi believe, before we can 
efpoufe Mr. l f7ejley's Notion; 'T'hat Fldh and Blood 

are pleafecl with the Doetrine of a final PerCeverance 
in Stlf-deniaJ, in Righteoufneis, and true Holinefo. 

" Should your Repentance be wi thout a Failure, 
" and without a Flaw; I mufl: H:i11 fay to my Friend, 
" as our L 0 RD replied to the young Ruler, One 
" 'Thing 'Thou /acktjl. In a11 thefe AEts of Humilia
" tion, you have only taken Shame to yourfelf. 
" Wh ereas, a R ighteoufnefs is wanting, \vhich may 
" magnify the Law, and make it honou rable.''
Thefe are Aj}Jrjio's vVords ; upon which I\!lr. fl7ejl. ey 

a~imadv erts . " One Thing thou lackefr, the im

" puted Righteoufn efs of C f-1 RI$ T. You cannot 

'' tl1i nk thi s is the l\!Ieaning of the T'ext. "-Neither 
does /J.fpajio c.ffi rm thi s to be the i\'leaning. He only 

ufcs the Words by \Vay of Accom modation. Could 
you demon fhate, th (l t our L 0R1) intended n9 fuch 

Thing , yet the Se n ~ence may not improperly ex

prefs A/pafio's O pinion. And if fo, be not unfit for 
his Ufe. 

Ho wever, 
of the T'ex r, 

let us enquire into the exalt 1V1eaning 
A very little SC'a1ch will yteld the de-

H + fir\d 
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fired Satisfaction. Sell all thou hajl, and give to the 
Poor, and thou jhalt have 'Trea/ure in Heaven. 'Trea
Jure in Heaven was what the young Gentleman 
lacked. Could this be any other th:in C 1--1R1 ST 
himfelf? Is not CHRIST the Treaf ure, hid in the 
Field of the Gofpel? Is not CHRIS 'T the Inheri
tance, referved in Heaven for us ? Is not a Corn1nu
nion with CHRJST, and an Enjoyment of CHRIST, 
the fupreme Felicity of our Nature ?-David \Mas 

of this Mind, when he publicly declared ; lf./hom 
have I in Heaven but 'Thee ?-St. John was of this 
Mind, when he folemnly averred; He that hath the 
SON, hath Life.-Whoever is of another Mind, has 
very inadequate, very unworthy Notions of Heaven 
and its HapprnefS.-N ow if CHRIST himfelf was 
the One Thing needed, furely his Righteoufnefs could 
not be fccluded. His Blood and Obedience infepara
bly accompany his Perfon. He that hath the Bride
grocm, hath his Riches alfo. 

In Oppofition to this Senfe, it is affirmed, " Cer-
4' tainl y the one Thing our L 0 RD meant, was 
'' the Love of G 0 D."-'"fhe Love of G 0 D is 
certainly an eminent Bleffing. PoffefTed, I tbould 
imagine, only by thofe, who have fidt obtained t'ter
nal Life, by knowing the true G 0 .D and ] E S US 

CH R JS 'T. But do~s our Love of G 0 D magnify 
the Law; fatisfy J uftice; or obtain Heaven? Are we 
pardoned, are we reconciled, are we jufiified, on 
Account of our Love of GOD ?-The young Ruler 
wants that, which may open to him the K~ingdom of 
Heaven ; and t)Jat, whereby he may inherit eternal 
Life. Mr. 1-f/ eJ!r:y, fetting a fide Pardon, Reconcilia
tion, J uf1iftcation, together with the one perfect 
f ightcoufocfs, whi ch procures them, afcribes all to 

our 
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our Love of G 0 D. And, by this l'vleans, not to 

the true Love, ariiing from the I(nowledge of Him7 

as manifefred in the Gofpel ; as having fidt loved 
us, in granting us Remiilion of Sins, freely through 
'] ESUS Cl-IRIST:-This Notion may pafs current 
ar Rome*, not among the Protejlum Churches. ()ur 
own Church has mofi exprefsly difrlaimed it. Speak
ing of CHRIST and his precious Blood-!hedding, 
fhe adds ; " Whereby a/!Jne we are made Partakers 

" of the Kingdom of Heaven." 
" Is the Obedience of CHRIS Tin(ufficient to 

"accomplifh our J uftification?" -Here you would cor
reB: both the Language, and the Doll:rine. The Lan
guage : for you fay, " Rather I would afk, is the 
" Death of CHRIST in(ufficient to purchafe it." 
-To purchafe J ufiification, you fuppofe, is more 
proper and expreffive, than to ,accompli{h. As this 
may feem a Strife of Words, I fhall difmifs it with
out much Solicitude. Only I would tranfiently ob

frrve, that to accomplifh, denotes more than to pur
chafe. It denotes the confl:ituent Cau[e; what the 
School-men call, the Matter of J uftification; or the 
very Thing which effecrs it. If your favourite 
Phrafe implies a11 this, let it have the Pre-eminence. 

Next, you correB: the Doctrine, by faying; '' I 
" would rather ajk, is the Dea~h of CHRIST in(uffici
" ent to purchafe 'Jujlijication ?"-1 anf wcr ; if you 

.,. The Council of Trent, by her f nterpreter AndradiztJ, 
thus exprefies herfelf; Chrij!u,s obedimtia jiia non meruit 
<redentifius in ipjion /C!futem & rJitam d}/enu:..;iZ ; feJ hoc tan
//,iJJllllOdo menti ! , quad jJrr;pt tr ijfu m i1~(undi !zcr no Lis charit as 
inl-..-erens ; ut ilia denmm fit, qua: /Jomi11em Deo non tan turn 
gratum, fad perg ratum ; non tantu.m czaeptum, fed j;eraraptum 
reddat ad vitam atemam. Vid. Chemnic. Exam. Cone. 
Trident. p . I 46. 

con-
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confider the Death of CHRIS 'T, as exclufive of his 
Obedience, it is infufficient. If you do not, there 
is no great Reafon for your fl:arting a Doubt, where 
we both are agreed. And indeed it is fcarce worth 
my while, to take Notice of it. I will therefore re

turn to the Difiinedon, v1hich you think proper to 
make, between accomplilhing and purchafing J ufii
fication.- \Vh y, Sir, would you fet afide the fonner 
Phrafe? Does it not imply, that which ju{Efies? 
That very Thing, which con1mends us to G 0 D ? 
That 'Very Righteoufnefs, in wh ich we fl:and accepted 
before Him ? Does not this VI ay of exprciEng guard 
moil: effeltually againfi the Error::; of Pop -ry, and 
exclude all Co-efficiency of Faith, of \iVorks, or 
any Thing elfe whatever ?-I faid, the Errors of 
Fopery. For a Popijh Synod will allow; that we 
are not jufiified without the Righteoufnefs of 
CH R 1 ST, by which He hath merited J ufiinca
tion for us. But declares,_ at the fame Time; if' 
any Man {hall fay, we are formally righteous, by 
that very Righteoufnefs, let him be accurfed.-Ac
cord ing to this, which is no very good Confeffion, 
the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST purchafes, but does 
not accompli{h; it merits our Jufiification, but does 
pot confiitute our jufiifying Righteoufnefs. See, Sir, 
whither your Refinements are leading you. 

The Saints in Glory, fays Afpa)io, afcribe the 
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the LAMB. 
' ' 
" So do I, replies 1\/Ir. Wejley; and yet I believe, 
'" He obtained for all a Poffibility of Salvation."
Is this Objection pertinent ? Does AfpaJio's Aficrtion 
contradi€t your Belief? Does it not comprize, all 
Jhat you avouch, and much more? Is it poffible, 
that Mr. ff/ejley, who is fuch a M.afier of Logic, 

lhould 
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fhould argue in this Manner? " The Saints in Glory 
" afcribe alJ their Salvation to CHRIS 'T's Blood; 
'' therefore He did not obtain a Poffibility of Sal• 
" vation for all Men." What a forced Conclufion 
is this! \Vhat wild Reafoning is here ! Such Pre
mifes, and fuch an Inference, will probably incline 
the Reader to think of a Sun-Beam-and a Clod, con .. 
netted with Bands of Smoke. 
· If you was determined to make this Paffage faulty, 

you fuould have oppofed it with the following De
claration of your Faith ; " Yet I believe, that 
" C 1-1R1 ST obtained no more than a Poifibility of 
" Salvation for any." Then you would have fome-

1 thing f uited to your Purpofe ; but not agreeable, 
either to found Senfe, or found DoB:rine.-Not to 
found Senje. Your Poffibility of Salvation, is, if 
People perform the Conditio~1s. How then can they 
afcribe the whole Glory to CHRIST? At this Rate, 
they do a Piq:e 9f Injufl:ice to their own Refolution 
and Diligence; As th~fe, by fulfilling the Condi
tions, had a Hand in obtai~ing the Reward, thefe 
ought to have fl. Share in receiving the Honour.
Not to found Dollrine. -. _ Afpajio believes much 
111ore than a Poffibility of Salvation by JESUS 
CI-IR IS 'T. He believes a full and complete 

. Salvation; according to that noble Text, lt is 
ftn ijhed. A Salvation, not to be acquired, bu~ 

abfo1ute1y given; according to that preciousScripture, 
G 0 D hath given to us eternal Life. Not upon fome 
T n ms or Pre-requifites, but without any Condi_tion 
at aJI ; accordiqg to that mofi gracious Invitation,, 
!f/horver will, let him take of the Water of Life freely. 
- This I look upon as found DoClrine. But will 
yqur N otioni qf a conditional S~lvation, prop,ofed by 

·way 
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\Vay of Bnrgain, and granted upon ·rerms, com-
port with this Gift of C ate? 

No more than a r~{fibility of Salvation !-Yes, 
Sir, CHRIST obtained a great and a free Salvation. 
Great ; for it com prizes the Pardon of all Sin, origi
nal and altual ; a Refroration to entire and unaltera
ble Favour; together with a Title to everlafiing 
Life and Glory .-'rhis is fuch a Provifion for our 
Happinefs, as becomes the immenfe Goodnefs, and' 
inconceivable Majefiy, of an incarnate G 0 D. 
Such as not only fupplies our Wants, and fatisfies 
our Defires, but furpaHes our very \Vifues. Tranf
porting us with Wonder, and filling us with Joy.
To accomplifh all this, we may rcafonably fuppofe, 
nothing lefS could be fufficic:nt, than the active and 
pa:ffive Righteoufnefs of H l l\II ; who is gone into 
Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers being 
made fobjeEt unto Him.-Since this matchlefs Ran
fom has been paid; fince thefe grand Conditions are 
performed ; there is no Obfirutlion from the divine 
Jufiice, or the divine Truth. All that ineffable and 
eternal Bleffednefs is now become free: Is granted to 
Sinners, to Rebels, to the mofi unworthy; they are 
allowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poifefs it, to 
rejoice in it as their own Portion: And without the 
Provifo of any good Thing in themfelves, purely on 
Account of their SAVI 0 U R's all-fufficient Work. 

I read in facreJ Hiil:ory of Eleazer the Son of Dodo 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty A1en with David; 
how he aroj~·, and /mote the Philijhnes, until his J--land 
was weary, and his Hand clave unto his Sword; and 
the L 0 RD wrought a great FiDcry that ]Jay; rmrJ 

the People retunit:d after liim \111y to fpoi1. And 
were not thefe mighty !\1en typical, faintly typical 

of 
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of our almighty REDEEMER? Did not] ES US 
alfo arife, and work a great ViB:ory ? Has He not 
triumphed glorioufly ever Sin, and alt our Enemies! 
And what have we to do, but only to return, and 
divide the Spoil, and !hare the Benefits of b1s Con

quefl: ?-~.vfay we not boldly fay? " My Sin is <l<me 
" away, becaufe CHRIST has bore it on the curfed 
" Tree. I fiand -accepted before G 0 D, becaufe 
" CHRIST has finifhed the Righteoulnefs, 'vhich 
" renders me unblarneable and unreproveable. I 
u fhall receive the H 0 LY G H 0 ST, be-eaufe 
" CHRIST is my Advocate ; and prays the FA

" THER, that He will give me another Comforter. 

~' This facred Comforter, by {hewing me the Riches 

" of CHRIST, will more and more fonltify my 
" Nature.'' To think and live in this ~vLrnner, is 
to lake the Spoil after our victorious Leader. 

Let me clofe and confirm this Sentiment, with a 
Paifage fr-0m that inimitable Penman, the Prophet 
lf1iah. vVho, for his rem~.rkab1y dear Views of 
CHRIS 'T, may almofi be admitted into the Num

ber of Evangelifts; 2r1d, for his exquifitely fine De

fcription~ of C FIR I ' , greatly exceeds all Orators 

and all Poets. lf/ho is t &is that cometh from Edom, 
with dyed Garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious i,'J 
bis Apparel, trd'velling in t/;e Greatnefs of his Strength?
] that /peak in Righteou(nefs, mighty to fa've .-lf/he1"efore 
art Thou red in thine Apparels, unrl thy Garments like Him 
that treadet!J in the IP'ine Fat ?-I have trodden the 1-Vine
Prefs a!1Jne"J and of the People there was none with mt. 

The Prophet, iike one thrown into a fudden Sur
prife, with a beautiful AbruptneCs, cries out, If/ho it 
this? \Vhat ext raordinary Appe:!r<mce difcovers it

·{.elf to my Sight r Is it a human) or a divine Form., 
that 
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that I behold? He come-th from Edom the Country, 
from Bozrah the Capital, of our profeffed national 
Enemies. Is He for us, or for our Adverfaries ?
The firfi ~efiion feems to proceed from a ditlant 
and indifiinll: View. He then takes a nearer Sur
vey, and defcribes the wonderful Perfonage with 
greater Particularity. This that cometh with dyed 
Garments, like fame terrible and victorious Warrior, 
that has fcarcely :lheathed the Sword of Slaughter. 
·\Vbo rs all encrimfoned, and fiill reaking with the 
Blood of the Slain. 

The Vifion becomes clearer and clearer. I fee 
I-Iim (adds the rapturous Prophet) glorious in his /lp
parel. Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful. 
Bearing in his AfpeB:, in his whole Perfon, in his 
very Drefs, the Marks of tranfcendent Dignity. Tra
velling in the Greatnefs of his Strength. Not faint with 
J"oil, nor wearied with the Fatigue of the dreadful 
Action ; but like one, that is indefatigable in his 
Zea], and irrefiftible in his Power; and therefore 
fiill preffing forwards, to new ViB:ories; Hill going 
on, from conquering to conquer. 

The m~eftic ObjeCl: is, all this while, advancing. 
At length, He approaches near enough, to hold a 
Conference with this devout Enquirer. One would 
naturally expeet, that his Speech ihould be like his 
AfpeB:, alarming and tremendous. But Grace is on 
·his l~ongue, and his Lips drop Balm. I th~t /peak 

in Righteoufnifs: All whofe Words are Faithfulnefs 
and Truth ,; an immoveable Foundation for the 
Faith of my People. That fp,eak of Righteoufnefi * .~ 

\ 

• Vox i:11 loqui conjlrziEla cum tr~fixa ;i, notat pajfim~ 
fbra.fi facra, loqui de re., 

Of 
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Of that myfrerious Righteoufnefs, which i.s the De
light of my FATHER, and the Life of the World. 
To bring in which, is the Defign of my Appearance 
on Earth, and to reveal it is the Office of my SP I
RI1'. By means of this Righteoufnefs, I am mighty 
to Jave: To fave thee; to fave any lofl: Sinner; te> 
fave them, as with the Arm _ of Omnipotence, be~ 
yond all that they can think, even to the very 
uttermoft. 

Here, the Prophet feems to be fomewhat at a 
Lofs, and takes Leave to renew his Enquiry. If 
thou art come, not to defl:roy M~n's Lives, but to 
fave ; Wherefore art thou red in thine Apparel, and thy 
Garments like Him that treadeth in the lf/ine-Fat ? 
Thefe indicate, not I)eliverance, but D efirutl:ion. 
Thefe a re Tokens, not of forbearing lVIercy, but 
of inexorable V engeance.-'Tis true, replies the i1-
lufhious Hero, 1 have trodden the /'f7£ne,-Prefi ~; I 

have 

* Troddm the Wine-Pr~fs.-I can h::irdly forbear taking 
Notice of the great Impropriet!', with which this Text 
and this Metaphor are frequently llfed by our th eological 
Writers. They apply both to CHRIS 'T, as bruifod by 
his almighty FATHER; and bearing the Weight of 
that Ind;gnation, which was due to the Sins of M.:mkind.. 
Nothing is more common, than to make this Text de
fcriptive of his Agony in the Garden.-If indeed it had. 
been faid, I am trodden in the Wine-Prefs, the Image might 
not be improper. But when it is fa id, I hacve trodden, 
nothing can be more unfuitable to a State of Hum iliation 
and Sufferiog. This Phrafe evidently den~tes Conqueft 
and Triumph ; Enemies vanquifhed and totally defiroyed. 
It !hould never therefore be applied to the agoni:z;ing, 
but to the tri umphant SAVIOUR; not to JESUS prof. 
trate on the ~round, but to JESUS making his Foes 
his Footfroo}. 

As I have taken J_.eave to animadvert upon a co::nmon 
Miilake, I would alfo take Liberty to pay iVI~rit i t ~ due 

Honour; 
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have cru!hed my Foes; I have trampled them under 
my Feet; and Repentance was hid from my Eye~. 
But thy Enemies were the Objell: of mine 1ndigna
tion. Sin, and Death, and Hell are the vanquifhed 
Adve rfaries. J tis their Blood, that is fprinkled upon 
my G·arrnents, and th.at fiains all my Raiment.

This Victory I have gained, by myfelf alone. Being 

infinitely too great in my Power, to want an A!fo
ciate; and infinitely too jealous of my I-Ionour, to 
accept of any A:llii1ance. Of the People, whether 
in Heaven or on Earth, there was none with me; to 

afFot:d the le aft Succour, or to take the lea ft Share i.n 
the glorious Work. The Salvation of Sinners; 

their Deliverance from Wrath, and their Redemp
tion to G 0 D ; is, in a11 its Parts, my ACt, even 
mine, and mine only. Yours be all the Benefit; 
mrne all the Glory. 

The Terms of Accept~nce for fallen l\1 an, were, 
,A full Satisfatl:ion to the divine ]lf.ilice, and a com
plete Conf?rmity to the divine Law. " This, fays 

Honour; by recommending to my Reader a poetical 
Verfion of this Pa!fage, given us by Dr. Lowtb, in his 
very elegant Work, entitled De .farra Po~ji Hebr<eorum. 
\\'here he un derftands the Text, in the Senfo fuggefied 
above; and tranOates it, in the very Spirit of /7irgil. 
P.~ s the Lines are few, and the Book may not be jo the 
Bands of all my Readers, 1 will prefent them with a 
Tranfcripr. 

- - - ·Ille patris 'I.:ire! indu!us & iram, 
Dira rubens graditur, per jlragem & frafla potentum 
.Agmina, prorm. Jo!o ; p~·oflrat~fque hojlibus u!tor 
]nju!tat; au pra:la Mcvo jpumantia mu/lo 
Exercens, Jaiit attrit11s calcator in ucvas, 
Congejlamque jfruem (ubz:git: CrRde atra rPrenti 
Crura maa'e11t, rorant~ue in/pe+jct? /anguine '1.Jejles. 

< Page 6z. 
!vlr. 
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" Mr. W ejley to Ajpafio, you take for granted, but I 
" cannot allow."-That Afpajio does not take thefe 

Points for granted, I thought, even his Enemies 

would confefs. That he has attempted, at leafr, 
to make good his Opinion, all the World, befi.des 
yourfelf, Sir, will acknowledge. What elfe is the 
Defign of Dialogue the third and fourth? What elfe 
is aimed at, in Dialogue the feventh, eighth, and 
ninth? The former treat largely of the full Satisfac
tion, given to divine J ufiice. The latter treat flill 
more largely of the Conformity, demanded by the 
divine Law, and yielded by the divine ']ES US. 

Thefe Things, however, " You cannot allow." 

-Not allow a full Satisfaction of divine J ufiice to 
be neceffary ! Are you not then acceding to the Sa
cinian? Not allow a complete Comformity to the 
divine Law to be neceffary ! Are you not then warp .. 

ing to the Antinomian ? See, Sir, how you approach 

the Rocks, both on the right Hand, and on the left. 

May the KEEPER of lfrael, pre(erve yourfelf and 
your Followers, from fuffering Shipwreck !-Every 
one, I think, mufi allow, what you deny; who believes 

the <livine J ufl:ice to be infinite, and the divine Law 
to be unalterable. A J ufl:ice, that will admit of any 
SatisfaCl:ion, lefs than complete, can never be deemed 
infinite. And if the divine Law can refl fatisfied 
with an Obedience that is defeB:ive, it is not fo ve
nerable as the Law of the Medes and Perjians. 

" The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, you 
" fay, are Repentance and Faith."-! mufl: own, I 
don't much like the Expreffion Terms, unlefs it be 
referred to the Mediation of CHRIST. And you 
yourfelf, if you would aa confifiently, iliould not 

be over~ fond of it, becaufe it is not fcriptural. 
I 'I'hough 
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'Thougn, for my own Part, I have no Quarrel 
againil the Word, becaufe it is not the exact Phrafe
ology of Scripture, but becaufe I diflike the Idea it 
conveys. Shall we treat with the DEITY, as 
free States or fovereign Princes treat with each 
other? The one obtaining from the other, Peace or· 
fome advantageous Conceffion, by complying with 
his T'erms? 

To confirm your Opinion, That " the Terms of 
" Acceptar; . e for fallen Man, are Repentance and 
'' Faith," you produce the following Text; Repent 
ye, and believe the Gofpel.-He1 e you write, like a 
Man of Senfe ; who knows, what jufl: Difputation 
means. You lay afide your certainlies, your un
doubtedlies, your unquejlionablies ;_ and urge a Proof 
from Scripture.-Whether you rightly underfiand, 
al).d duly apply this Proof, mufr now be enquired. 

Repent ye, u;u, believe the Gofi?el. This may be 
the Meaning of the Exhortation. Repent; relinquifh 
all your wrc1;; Notions, relating to the Way and 
Manner of E ing Acceptance with the DEITY. 
Believe the Gofpel ; which opens a mofl: unexpected 
Avenue, for the Communication of this Bleffing. 
Which b ·ings you Tidings of a Salvation, fully pro
cured by the incarnate G 0 D, and freely offered to 
the unworthy Sinner.-The Word you know, is 
p.EJe<-110E'1E. Which, in its primary Signification, de
no~es not fo much a Reformation of Conduct, as a 
Change of Sentiment. 

Suppofe it to fignify a Reformation of ConduCt. 
The Meaning then may be as follows. Repent; 
forfake all your Vices, and all your Follies; mor
tify every evil Temper, and renounce every evil 
'Yf ay. In order to render this praclicable, believe 

the 
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the Gojpel. '¥herein a SAVI 0 UR is preached 
and difplayed. Who makes Peace for f uch Offen
ders; reconciles them to G 0 D; and obtains eter
nal Redemption for them. This will fweetly with
draw your Affeetions from Iniquity, and fweet1y 
attach them to the blcifed G 0 D. Whereas, with
out this powerful .Expedient, you will never be de
livered from the pleafing 1Nitchcraft of your Lufis. 
Sin will al ways have Dominion over you, fo long as 
you are under the Law, and not under Grace.
Repentance, thus underfiood> is not the Condition 
of obtaining Salvation, but the Fruit of Salvation 
obtained. 

Eefides ; if Repentance be a Gift, it cannot be a 
Term or Condition. He mufi be a Stranger to the 
Import of Language, and the common Ideas of Man
kind, who will take upon him to affirm the latter; 
and he mufi be yet a greater Stranger to the holy 
Word of G 0 D, who will offer to deny the for
mer.-C H RI ST is exalted, faith the Apofile, to 
give Repentance. Not to require it, as a Condition 
of Bldfednefs ; but to give it, as a mo CT: eminent 
Bleffing. Not require Repentance of fallen Man, 
who is not able to think a good Thought ; but give 
it, from his unfearchab1e Riches ; and work it, by 
his almighty Power. 

You fay, " The Terms of Acceptance for failen 
" Man, are, &c.n-Methinks, I ibould be glad to 
know, what you mean by fallen l\1a n. Do you 

mean (as you tell us, in your Collett ion of Sermons) 
'' One dead to G 0 D, and all the Things of 
" G 0 D ? Having no more Power to perform the 
" Actions of a living Chrifiian, than a dead Body 
« to perform the Funll:ions of a living Man!" 

1 2 What 



rr6 L E T T E R S to the Let. VI. 

What Terms, I befeech you, can fuch a one fulfill? 
Be they ever fo difficult, or ever fo eafy, it maketh 
no Difference. The Hand, fiiff in Death, is no 
more able to move a F ea th er, than to remove a 
Mountain.-Whatever, therefore, others may af
firm, you, Sir, cannot talk of Repentance, to be 

exercifed by fallen Man ; until he is quickened and 
enabled by Fellowfhip with CHRIST, the living 
and Life-giving Head. U nlefs you chufe, either to 
contradiet your own Affertion, That fallen Man is 
abfolutel y dead to all Good. Or elfe think proper 
to maintain, That the Dead may not only aa, but 

perform fome of the mofi excellent AB:s, and import
ant Offices. 

You fbould likewife, Sir, if rou would write cor
retl:ly and argue forcibly, have told us, what you 
mean by Faith. Otherwife, you may intend one 
Thing, and I another, even while we both ufe the 
fame Word. In this Cafe, our Difpute might be as 
endlefs, as it mufi be fruitlefs. 

By Fai th I mean, what St. 'John calls, A Receiving 
if CHRIST. A Receiving of Him and his Bene

fits, as they are freely given, in the Word of Grace 
and Truth. If this, which is the ApofiolicaJ, be a 
proper Definition, then it foems not to come under 
the Denomination of a Condition. 'T'hey mufi be 
exce.ffive Refiners indeed, who would call my re

ceiving a rich Prefent, the Term3 or Conditions of 
pofTeffing it. Or would efieem my eating at a 
plente0us Feaft, the Terms and Conditions of en

joying it. Is not this to fubtilize, till found Senfe is 
lofi? 

Faith, according to St. Paul, is a Perfuafion, that 

CHRIST loved me, antl'gave himfe!f for me. Where . 
li 
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is any Trace or any Hint of Conditionality, in this 
Defcription? I don't hear the Apofile faying; He 
loved me, provided I repent. f-Ie gave Himfelf for 
me, in cafe I think this, or do that. But He gave 
Himfelf for me, when I was ungodl y, and had per
formed no Conditions; when I was without Strength, 
and could perform no Conditions.-Thus He gave 
Himfelf for me, that I might have Remiffion of Sins, 
through his Blood; and eternal Life, through his 
Righteoufnefs.-Believing thefe delightful Truths, 
and receiving thefe heavenly Privileges, I love my 
mofr adorable Benefacror; and abhor thofe Iniqui
ties, for which he wept, and groaned, and died.
That Love of CHRIST, is vital Holinefs; and 
this Abhorrence of Sin, is practical Repentance. 
And both are the Fruits, therefore cannot be the 
Conditions, of Salvation by 1 ES US. 

Some holy Men and excellent Wri ters, I confefs, 
have not fcrupled to call Faith and Repentance the 
Conditions of our Salvation. Yet I cannot prevail 
on myfelf to admire or approve the Language. I 
fear, it tends to em barrafs the fincere Soul ; to 
darken the Lufire of Grace; and to afford too much 
Occafion for Boafiing. 

'To embarrafs the Jincere Soul-For, if I am faved 
on Conditions, this will naturally divert my Atten
tion from the grand and all-fofficient Caufe of J ufti
fication, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST; which 
alone gives folid Comfort. Infi:ead of delighting 
rnyfelf in the L 0 RD REDE E MER, I iliall be 
engaged in an anxious Concern about the fuppofed 
Conditions. Whether I have performed them ? 
Whether I have performed them aright ? Whether 

there may not be fome latent DefeB:, that fpoils all, 
I 3 and 
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and renders my Labour fruitlefs ? The more ferious 

our Minds are, and the more tender our Confci
ences, the more £hall we be liable to Perplexiiy and 
Difquie ude on this Head. 

It eclipfes the Lujlre of Grace -Ye are (a ved by 
Grace, fays the Oracle of Heaven. But if Salvation 
be upon Conditions, it cannot be of Grace. It muft, 
in fome Meafure at leafi, be of Works. Since it 
depends upon working the Conditions; it is obtained 
by working the Conditions; and the Candida·.e has 
Reafon to look principally unto his Performance of 
the Conditions. They are to him, by incomparable 
Degrees, the moft important Point. Becaufe, with
out thr:ir all fisnificant Interpofition, every 1~hing 
elfe is as nothing. Even G 0 D's everlafiing Love, 
and CHRIS 'T's everlafiing Righteoufnefs, are, till 

the Conditions are fulfilled) but Cyphers without the . 
initial Figure. 

It affords too much Occa/ion for Boajling.-!v1ay I 
not, in this Cafe, thank my own Application and 
lndufiry? They, they exerred themielves fuccefs
fully; and behold ! the promifed Rn'v-ard is mine. 

What then fbould hinder me, from facrificing unto 
my own Net, and burning Incenfe unto my own 
Drag ?-At this Door the Notion of Merit will un

avoidably creep in. Becaule my Performance of the 
Condition is meritorious of the covenanted Reward. 
So far meritorious, that the Reward is my due. I 
1nay demand it, as a Debt. And it will be an AC:l: 
of apparent Injufiice to with-hold it.-But fhall 

thefe Things be faid unto the AL I'v1 I G HT Y? 
'Will thefe Things redound to the Praifa of the Glory 
ef his Grace? Do thefe 'Things hide Vanity from 

Man; or confifr with a Salvation, that is without 

Money. 
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]l/oney, or iuit/Jout Price? Not quite fo well, I be
lieve, yourfelf will acknowledge, as the following 
Lines. 

Let the Pf7orld their Virtue boajl, 
Their Works of Righteoujnejs ; 

1, a Wretch un,done and lo.fl, 
.llm freely /av' d by Grace: 

Other Title I difc!aim, 
'This, only this is all my Plea; 

I the chief of Sinners am, 
But JESUS died for me. 

'' Fallen Man, you fay, is jufl:ified, not by per
" felt Obedience, but by Faith."-" Not by per
" feCl Obedience." Ah, Sir! If you had remem
bered the Immutability of G 0 D, and the Spiritua
lity of his Law, you would not have challenged this 
Expreffion.-" But by Faith." Here, 'tis true, 
you ufe the Language of Scripture. Neverthele{s it 
behoves a Watchman in lfracf, to fhew how the 
Language of Scripture may be abufed. Faith, you 
allow, is imputed to us for Righteoufocfs ; therefore 
(you infer) not the Righteoufnefs or perfeCl Obedi~ 
ence of CHRIST. 'This, if you mean any Thing, 
or would fpeak any Thing to the Purpofe, mufi: be 
your \Vay of arguing. So you would fet Faith 
and CHRIS T's Righteoufnefs at Variance. 
The former {hall exclude the latter from its 
Office. Whereas, the former is only the Pitcher at 
the Fountain, while the latter is the ve ry Water of 
Life. Is that bleffed, glorious heavenly Expedient, 
which, received by Faith, jufiifies, fan Cli fies, faves. 

According to your Gofpel, Faith will fay to the 
Righteoufnefs of the REDEEMER ; " Depart 

I 4 " hence. 
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" hence. I have no Need of thee. I myfelf act as 
" the jufl:ifying Righteoufnefs. ljland in the Stead 
" of perjcEI Obedience, in order to Acceptance with 
"GOD·*."-1-.o this may we not reply? Was 
Faith then crucified for you ? Has Faith magnified 
the divine Law? Or is it by Means of Faith, that 
not one Jot or Tittle of its Precepts pafs unfulfilled? 

If Faith, in this Senfe, is imputed for Righteouf
nefs, how can you fubfcribe that emphatical Article, 
which declares; " We are accounted righteous be
" fore G 0 D, only for the Merit of our L 0 RD 
"and S4f/JOUR JESUS CHRIST." Sure
ly, Sir, you are accounted righteous, for the Sake 
of that, whatever it be, which fiands in the Stead of 
perfeet Obedience. That, whatever it be, may 

claim the Honour; and to that J uftice itfelf cannot 
but award the Prize. 

If your Notion be true, the Believer ought to 
have his own Faith principally in View. v\Thatever 
prefents me perfeB:l y obedient before G 0 D, is my 
greatefl Good ; is my choicefi Portion; the beft 
Foundation for my Hope, my Peace, my Joy. To 
this, therefore, fo long as I know my own Interefi, 
I mufi chiefly look. Whereas, look unto JESUS, 
is the Direction of the H 0 LY G H 0 ST. Look 
unto his perfect Atonement, and complete Righte
oufnefs, and be Javed ; is the gnnd unchangeable 
EdiCt, iffued from the Throne of Grace. 

Perhaps, you will fay ; Are not the Words of 
Scripture exprefly on my Side ? Faith is imputed for 
Righteoufnefs. True. But is the Senfe of Scripture 

on 

* Thefe are l\t1r. Wejley's own Words, in his Explica
tion of this very Doctrine. See his Sermon on the Rig~· 

b:o1tjne/j if Faith. V oJ, I. p. I II • 
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on your Side? Suppofe, I fhould undertake to prove, 
that David was purged from Guilt, by the Hyffop 
which groweth on the Wall; this you would think 
a wild and an impratlicabie Attemnt. But fhould I 

• l 

not have the Words of Scripture _exprefly on my Side ? 
Purge me with Hyjfop, and 1 jhall be clean. Yet 
fhould I not have the leafi Countenance imaginable 
from the Spirit and Senfe of thofe facred Writings. 
Has the Hyffop, a mean worthlefs Shrub, any Kind 
of Fitnefs, to fiand in the Stead of the facrificial Blood, 
and make the Atonement for Sin? No more Fitnefs 
has Faith, to fiand in the Stead of perfeet Obedi
ence; to atl: as our juCT:ifying Righteoufnefs; or pro
cure our Acceptance with G 0 D. 

" \Vhat CHRIST has done."-Here Mr. lfT ejlej 
hillilfelf fpeaks of what CHRIST, has done. He 
reprefents it by a very magnificent Image. He lays 
it as the Foundation of that fidt and moH comprehen
five B1f1Jing, J ufiification . In this I moll: cordial1y 
agree with him. Hoping, that we !hall unanimoufly 
join, to defend this important Sentiment, againft all 
Oppofition; and endeavour to difplay the RE
DEE ME R's Work, as well as his Paffion, in all 
its glorious Excellency. 

" What CHRIST has done is the Foundation 
" of our J ufiification, not the Term or Condi
" tion."-The Prophet lfaiah had other Notions of 
this 1\1 atter ; If thou jhalt make his Soul an Offering 
for Sin, He /hall fee his Seed. If ;;i is the hypothetic 

Language; denotes a Term; expreffes a Condition; 
on 

•!fa. liii . 10. 0 1W.n ON, Si pofoeris. Yocula t::JN 
'Valet conditionem, (:;' refle vertitur per ii . Patel enim cla
ri.flime, conditionem hie conjungi cum privilegiol prdflita. 
conditiane ohtinendo. VI TR IN. 
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on the Performance of which, the MESSIAH Jhould 
fee hiJ Seed; fhou1c1 have a n i.m berlefs ?v1 u1 titude of 
Sinners , pardoned and renewed ; born again of the 
SPIRI f, and made Heirs of Salvation. The grand 
Tern , on whit::h all thefe B1e!fings depend, and by 
v.rhich they are made fure to Believers , is, the pour
jng out of the ]\11 ES SI A H's Soul, as a Sacrifice 
for their Sins, anJ a Ranfom for their Pei fons. 

" The Foundation, not the Condition."-Me
th inks, you fhoulJ offer {(\me Reafon for this Di
fi inB:ion. Efpecial!y, fincc St. Paul affures us; that 
C fl RI S 'T is, iil the \V ork of Salvation, not this 

or that only> but He is AL L. - Efpecially, fince 

CH R 1 ST himfelf declares ; 1 am, in that grandefr 
of all Affairs , the ReJernption of Sinners , the Begin
ning and the Ending. ~~1nd we11 He may be fo, 

fince He is, as it follows in L he Text, the /1 L
M I G H TY. 

Your 11eaning, I prefume, is ; what CHRIS ~r 
has done, is a Foundation for the Influence and 

Significancy of our own Doings. That they, under 
the Notion of Terms and Conditions, may come for 
a Share, and be his Co ·· adj utors in the great \Vork. 
This was the Doctrine, efiab1iilied by the Council 

of 'Trent; this is the DoB-rin_e, Hill maintained in 
the Concl ave of Rome; and is, perhaps, of all their 
""i\bominaticns the moH refined , yet not the leafl: dif
honourable to our SA VI OUR. It bears the greateft 

Oppofi tio n to the l'ruth of his GofpeJ, and the 
f 'reenefs of his Redemption. 

I have heard it infinuated, that Mr. f/7ejley is a 
Jefui~ in Difguife. T~iis Infinuation I rejclted, as 
the grof.fefi Calumny ; I abhorred, as Falfehood it
felf. I acquit you, Sir, from the Charge of being 

7 a Jefutt 
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Jefuit or a Papifl:. But no body, I apprehend, can 

::quit your Principles. from halting between Pro

dhnrifm and P<·pery. They have fiolen the un
allowed Fire. and are infeB:ed with the Leaven of 

lntichriil:. You have unh;,ippily adopted fome fpe
ious Papiftical T'enets, and are ]iftening to the l\1o
ner of /\ bominations, more than you are a ware. 

A mid fr all your Mifiakes (and from l\1ifiz.kcs \- ·ho 
s ex'?mpt) I verily believe, your pr:ncipal i a1 is, 
he Honou r of CHRIST, and the Edification of 
)ou}s. 1~herefore I fpeak the more freely. \Vas 
roL a Bi;ot to Self:ilinefs, or a Devo:ee to Vain-

t 3lory, fuch Liberty might be difpleafing. But I 
:lm perfuaded better Things of Mr. /f/e/lry. He has 
publ ickl y declared, That " wherein foe1.·er he is 
" mi fbken, his f\/Ii nd is open to Conv iC!ion ; and 
" he fincerely defires to be bftter informed." 1~h is 

is written in the true Spirit of a Chri ft i2.n. T o this 
Spirit I addrefs myfelf. Begf7ing of you, S!:·, with 
the Sincerity and Tendernefs of .i Brother, to confi
der thefe Hints impartially. Leff, being mifled your
felf, you millead your thoufands and ten thoufancls. 

In the mean Time, l hope , you wii1 not take it 
amifs, if, to my affeetionate Entrcati s, I adJ my 
earnefi Prayers. T'hat you, Sir, and your People, 
may be in the Number of thofe b!ejfed Men, unto whom 
G 0 D imputtth Righteoufnefs 'without !Porh. vVhich 
I take to be the firfi and great evangelical Privilege; 
as am very fore, it is the richeH Benefit, I know 
how to crave, either for you, or for your moil:, &c. 

LET TE~ 
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L E T T E R VII. 

REV. SIR, 

PERS 0 I'-J S fkiIJed in the Diffetlion of animtr1 
Bodies, frequently mention comparative Ana

tom_v. May I borrow the 'rerm, and apply it to 
Theology ? I do then freely declare, that in Cafe 
you cenfured Afpajio, for Points of Divinity, compa

ratively /mall, you ihould have no Oppofition nor 
:anv Check from this Pen . 

.I 

Some People for In11ance, are of Opinion, that 
the Belief of a Parent is confiderably beneficia] to 
his Children. That, when St. Paul fays to the 
anxious Jailor; B1!1ieve on the LORD JESUS, 
and thou jhalt be Javed, and thy Houfe; he promifes 
fome ~TJecial Good, that lliould redound to the Man's 
Houfhold, from his own Receival of CHRIS 'T. 
It feems, indeed, that the Apofi:le rnuil: intend 
fomething of this Na tu re; more than barely to fay, 
Thy Family alfo, provided they follow thy Exam
ple, . fhall obtain Salvation with eternal Glory. If 
this were the whole of his rv1eaning, he need not 
have confined it to the Jailor's Domefiicks, but 
might have extended it to all the Inhabitants of 
Philippi. 

Such Tenets, \vhether admitted or rejeB:ed, affetl: 
not the main Point. l\!len may embrace which Side of 
the ~efrion they thi nk proper, and yet be found in the 
Faith of our LORD ]ES[IS Cl-JRIST. But Errors, 

relating 
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relating to that Righteoufnefs, which is the one efficient 
I 

Caufe of Jufiification; in which alone GOD is well 
pleafed, and a11 his PerfeCtions glorified ; which is 
the only Spring of fol id Peace, and true Godlinefs; 
fuch Errors are extremely pernicious. Thefe we 
mufi withfiand with Refolution and Zeal. We may 
not give Place to their Encroachment, no, not for 
an Hour. The former may be compared to a Fly, 
rettled on the Diih ; the latter are more like Poifon, 
mixed with our Food. To diflodge that, may not 
be amifs. But to prevent, or expel, or antidote 
this, is abfolutely neceffary. In the former :N um-

t ber, perhaps, the Reader will rank your Obferva
tion, which follows. But as I have undertaken to 
follow you Step by Step, I mufi not difreg:ird it. 

Afpajio, fpeaking of David, expreffes a high Elleem 
for that Hero, King,. and Saint. Allowing, that his 
Efteem were carried a little too far ; where would 
have been the great Hurt, or the g1 ievous Offence ? 
How, Sir, could this have led to " unfettled N oti
" ons in Religion* ?"-I WJS inclined to anft.,ver 
your Reflections, as the Hero himfelf anfwered his 
cenforious Brother, Is there not a Caufe ? Then 
palling on to another SubjeCt, as He, perfectly 

. Mafier of himfelf, and nobly fuperior to the Affront, 
turned to another Pcrfon. But as you feem to have 
injured David, and not dorn~ J ufiice to the Ti uth, I 
tball hardly be excufed, if I dirmifs the Matter, with-. 
out fome more particu] ar Notice. 

G 0 D h imfelf dignifi es David with th~ moil: 
exalted of all Characters, fays /lfpajio.-'" Far, very 

far 

• The Reader will pleafe to remember, that the Pam
phlet, which contains the Remaiks under Confideration:a 
is entitled A Prefar'l/ati'Ve againfl unfittl~d l'/otion.s in Religion. 
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" far from it; fays 1\1r. W ejley. We have more 
" exalted Charaeters th an David's ." - W here, Sir? 
Shew me, in any of lhe Saints, or in any of the fa
c red Write rs, a m ore devout, or a more divine 
Spiric, than tha t whic h breathes in the Pen Man of 
the !/alms. For my own Part, I know nothing fu
·pe rior to it, in any Author, or in any Language. 
Ne ither can 1 conceive a more exalted Character, 

th an the ChJraCter given of Dcruid, A Man after 
G 0 D's own 1-lcart. If G 0 D be an unerr ing 
J udt_;:c, if his Approbation be the infallible Standard, 
this Defi::ri pti0n r: '. uft exp refs the mo ft con f um mate 
human 'i\T 0rth. Say whatever you will of a Perfon, 
it does not, it cannot, exceed this mofi il lu fi rious 
'r efiimon y. 

" But this is faid of David in a p2rticu1ar Re
" fpeC!."-Ay ! Notwithflanding the H 0 L Y SP I
R IT has declared concerning him ; A iVfan after 
mine own Heart, who /hall f'Je1form all my Will. If 
yo u was expounding this , r ext, wouid yo u thin k it 
right to fay ? He fl1z,ll perform alL my If/ill, t ha t is, 
he H1all ferve me in fame particular Refpec7.-" It 
" was not faid, with regard to his whoie C haraB:er." 
No ! t.J ot when the SPLRIT of Infpiratio. has borne 
this \Vitners to David; His Heart was pnfeEt w ith 
the L 0 RD his G 0 D. Could his Heart be per/en, 
yet not influence his whole Condu& ?-'' But it was 
" fa id in the fccond or third Year of Saul's Re ign." 
Tht'.refore it was not applicable to him, during the 
fut ure Y c::irs of bis Life. This is the Inference you 
wo uld draw. Bu t can you really think it a juu one ? 
O r would you call that Perfon , a Man after G 0 D's 
-c\v n Heart .; who is fi ngularl y pious in th o Days of 

hi~ 



Let. VII. Reverend Mr. WE SL E Y. 127 

his Youth, but fwerves and declines in his advanced 
Age? 

Notwithfianding a11 thefe Remonfirances, you 
pufh Matters to the utmofi. As though it was a 
Point of the lafl: Importance, to prove David an 
errant Backf1ider. With this Vie\v, you add; 
" But was he a Man after G 0 D's own Heart, a1l 
" his Life, or in all Particulars ? So far from it, 
" that"-Stop, Sir, I befeech you. And, before 
you fpeak unadvifedly with your Lips, hear what the 

LORD himfelf replies, to both your Interrogatories; 
David did that which was rig.ht in the Eyes of the 

t L 0 RD, and turned not ajide from any Thing that he 
commanded him, all the Days of his Life, Jave only in 
the Matter of Uriah the Hittite. Surely, you was not 
aware, that fuch Things are vvritten in the Book of 
G 0 D. Otherwife, you vvould no t have contra
d!Cled them, with fo much Boldnefs. I \ivi11, there
fore, put the mofi charitable ConftruEtion upon, 
your Procedure, and fay with the Apoftle ; 1 'lf.Jot,. 

that through Inadvertence you did it. 
'There is not a jujl lvian upon Earth, that finnefh nl}f ,,. 

is a Text quoted by Afpajio. Upon 'Which Iv.Ir. 
Wejley obferves; " Solomon might truly fay fo, be
" fore CHRIST came."-According to this Infi
nuation, what Solomon faid in his Proverbs anJ other 
Books, was faid only by a fhort-fighted ~AortaL 
Who might adapt his Infirud:ions to the prefent ()e
conomy; but was not able to plan a Syfiem of _ /[o
rals for Futurity. Whereas, I al ways fuppofe-d, 
that his VV ritings \Vere dittated by that infinitely 
wife SPIRIT, before whom all l'imes are prefent, 
:and to, whom all Events are kno'i.vn. Ao-reeably to 

b . 

this Suppofition; St. Pav.! informs Wll ; '1 'bat u11a~/';-
n..·ir 
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ever Things were written afore-time, whether by Solo
mon or any other Prophet, were written for our Learn

ing.-No; fuggefis f\1r. lf'ejley. Here is fomething 
written, which appertains not to us Chriflians. \\.'e 

are above it.-Are you fo ? Your Reafon for thefe 

lofty Apprehenfions ?-Why, " St John affirms, 
~' lf/hofaever is born of GOD, Jinncth not." 

1'rue; he finneth not h·abituallv. lt is not his 
cufl:omary PraCl:ice. Thus the Paffage is explained 
by another Apofile ; Sin, though it may make In
furreCl:ion, docs not reign in his mortal Body. Though 

it may affault him, yet it has not Dominion over him.-

Again; He Ji.nneth not, is the fame Way of {peak
ing, and to be underH:ood with the fame Limitation, 
as that Text in 'Job. HE giveth not Account of any 
of his Matters. How, Sir, would you interpret thefe 
Words ? It is un<leniabl y certain, that fometimes 
G 0 D giveth Account of his Matters. He gave it 
t.o .!Ibraham, when Sudom, and Gomorrah, and the 
Cities about them, were to be defiroyed with Brim
itone and Fire from Heaven. You would therefore, 
I prefume, in fome fuch qualified Senfe expound the 
Pa{fage ; " 1-le giveth not dccount ; it is not his ufual 
"Way. Notacufiomary Procedure withthefu
" preme Difpofer of Things. He generally re
" quircth his Creatures to tranfaB: with Him upon 
" 'Tru{L 'ro give themfrlves up, wi th an implicit 
" Re!ignation, to the Veracity of his Word, and 
" the Good-Flcafure of his Will.''-The Harm~ny 
of Scripture, anJ the N ecefiity of the Cafe, call upon 
you to give the fame Expofition of the Text be
fore us. 

I faid, The Neceffity of the Cafe. For, you will 
pleafe to obfervc; the Thing affirmed, is affirmed in 

fucn 
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fuch a Manner, that it muft be applied to every in .. 
dividual Chri!tian, and at · the very Inilant of h is 
commencing a true Chrifl:ian. The Apofile fays 
not, A Saint of the firft Rank, but whofoever. f-Ie 
fays not, After fuch a one has been, for a confide
rable Time, born of G 0 D ; but whofoever is born, 
is but jufi: entered upon the defirable State, Jinnetb 
not. The CharaCter belongs to the very weakeft 
Believer. The Defcription is fuited even to Babes 
in CHRIST. To fuppofe, therefore, that it im
plies an entire Freedom from Sin, Infirmity, and 
Defetl:; is to fuppofe, that all the Children of the 
Regeneration, are born in a State of Manhood ; or 

1 
rather, are more than Men, even while they are In
fants of a Day. 

Our Senfe of the Paffage is free from this Impro
priety, yet gives no Countenance to Immorality. 
Whofoever is born of G 0 D Jinneth not. He does not, 
he cannot fin, like the Devil, or one aCtuated by the 
diabolical Nature. 'fhis Interpretation is rendered 
probable, by the A pofile's Antithefis; He that com
mitteth Sin is of the Devil. It is rendered neceffary, 
by the preceding Remark, and by the Experience of 
ChriHians.-T'he 'rext, thus interpreted, is appli
cable to the Babe in CHRIST, as well as to the 
Adult. Though either of t_hem may fall, through 
the Violence or Surprife of Temptation, yet neither 
of them can live and die in allowed Iniquity, whe .. 
ther of Omiffion or Commiffion. They cannot 
have a fettled Love to any known 8.in, nor ca.n they 
commit it with the full Confent of their Will. 

Solomon, when he uttered thofe humbling Words*, 
had his Eye upon what you fomewhere call, " the 
' ' in~on ceiv able Purity and Spiri'tuality of the fa-. 

!{, '{ cr~d 

~ Eccl, vii . 20. 
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" cred Precepts." Upon that univerfal Obedience 
which they require, in every the minutefl: Inftance. 
-Thaf-"'\e do nothing, · great or fmall, which they 
forbid. Leave nothing undone, in Heart or Life, 
which they enjoin.-That we do all this, in the 
moft perfeet Degree. Not only ferving the LORD, 
but ferving Him with all our Strength. Not only 
loving our Neighbour, but loving him as our own 
Soul. Ever exercifing the utmoft Regularity of Af
fell:ion and Defire ; ever maintaining the utmofi: Rec
titude of Temper and Thought.-If you alfo, Sir, 
had your Eye fixed upon the fame Law, as it deli
neates and demands this " inconceivable Purity and, 
" Spirituality ;" you would not fcruple to acquiefce 
in the wife Man's Confeffion, nor think much to 
adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it 
calculated, not only for the Mofaic lEra, and the 
Meridian of 'Judea, but for all Times and all Places; 
till thofe new Heavens, and that new Earth appear, 
wherein dwelleth confummate Righteoufnefs. 

In many 'Things we offend all. " That St. 'James 
'' does not fpeak this of himfelf, or real Chrifiians, 
" wiH dearly appear to all, who impartially confi
" der the Context."-! wifh, Sir, you had made this 
appe!lr to one; even to him, whom you honour with 
this Add refs. Then I lhould not have been obliged 
to alk ; Of whom fpeaketh the Apofile ?-He fays., 
My Brethren. Does not this imply true Believers. 
and real Chriilians ?-He fays, f f/e 'Teachers*· Does_ 
not this comprehend him(elf, and defcribe his Of~. 

fi.ce ?-He adds, We all. If he himfelf, and re2l 
Chrifiians, are not included in this mofi: compre-

henfive. 

• The Original is, n t ~u~10• Mqjiers, but · ~,~u(l1u:,?.oi 
'leacherJ . . 
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henfive Claufe; I would defire to know~ in what Terms 
-they could poffibly be comprifed. 

According to this Interpretation, the Arguing is 
jufr, and the Conclufion forcible. As though he 
had fa id,-" My dear Brethren; though you are 
" truly converted to Chrifiianity, yet do not unad
" vifedly engage in the arduous and. awful Work of 
" the Minifl:ry. Remembering, that we Minifters 
" of the Gofpel, !hall be fubjetl: to a ftritl:er J udg
'' ment *, than Chrifiians in ordinary Life; and if, 
" upon Trial, we are found faithlefs, fhall receive a 
" heavier Condemnation f.-The Danger, let me 
" add, is very confiderable. Becaufe, fuch is the 
" Frailty of our mortal State, that the very heft 
" among us, and thofe converfant in facred Things, 
'' cannot always walk uprightly; but, in many In
" :!lances, we trip, we ff:umble, we offend." 

Whereas, if neither the Apofile himfe1f, nor real 
Chriftians,_ be meant; I can fee no Propriety, nor 
Force in the Reafoning. Nay; I can fee no Rea
foning at all; though the illative Particle for evi
dently requires it. Nothing but a mofi infipid and 
frivolous Affertion.. " For, in many Things, we 
" that are not real Chrifiians, offend.'' Is this a 
Difcovery, worthy of Apoftolical Wifdom? Is this 
all, that the infpired St. James meant to declare ? 
You and I could have told him and his People a great 
deal more. Whofoever is not a real Chri!lian 
offends, not in many Things only, but in every 
Thing. To fuch a one nothing is pure. His Mind 
and Confcience are defiled. His whole Life is Sin. 

K 2 \Ve 

.., t Judgment' Condem11atio11-The Word )!~l(M~ may be 
taken in both thefe Significations. 
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We have examined this Obje8ion, as it fiands in 
itfelf. Let us now take a View of it, as it may ap
pear in its Confequences.-/n many Things we offend 
all. " The A poftle (peaks not of himfelf, nor of 
" real Chrifiians." What fine Work would our 
Adverfaries make with the Scriptures, if we {hould 
allow them Mr. W ejley's Liberty of Interpretation! 
Tell a Pelagian, that all Mankind is depraved. Prove 
the univerfal Depravity, by that abafing Text; .Ill/ 
.we, like Sheep, have gone ajlray. How eafily may he 
reply ; .All we, does not mean all Mankind. The 
Prophet f peaks not of himfelf, nor of virtuous Per
fons. But only of profane People, and Men of the 
bafer Sort. - Tell an Arian, that our L 0 RD 

. 1 E SUS CH R JST is very GOD. Confirm the 
glorious Truth, by that moft cogent Text; In HIM 
dwells all the Fulnefs of the G 0 DH EA D. The 
Heretic has nothing more tq do, than, in Mr. Wef
ley's Manner, to anfwer; .All Fulnefs does not mean 
all the divine Perfections, but only fome Pittance or 
Portion of them.-Dear Sir, whene,ver you are dif
pofed to criticife again, let me befeech you to con· 
fider a little, the Import of Language, and the Con• 
fcquences of Things. 

H;id the Words been, In many Things we offend, 
you might, by difregarding the Context, have bor
rowed fome flight feeming Countenance for your 
Criticifm, from Verfc the ninth. Where the Apofi:le, 
'is fuppofod to perfonate the Wicked, Therewith curfa 
we lt1an. But in the Place under Confideration, he 
enlarges the Sentiment, and fl:rengthens the Lan-

, guage. Though free from that particular Crime, 
he was not free from this general Charge. Here 
therefore he fpares not himfelf, He takes Shame 

to 
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to himfelf. And teaches the mofi: upright of the 
human Race, to plead guilty before their Judge. 
We the Servants of G 0 D; we the Ambaifadors of 
Cll RI S 'I'; we all *-not one excepted-in many 
Things offend.-Where then couIJ they, and 0 ! 
where can you and I, look for our Perfetlion; but 
only in our divinely gracious SURETY, BRIDE
.G ROO i\11, HEAD ? There let us feek it, where 
fome excellent Lines ( whofe Author you may pro· 
bably know) have taught us t~ find it. 

Now let me climb Perfenion's Height, 
.And into nothing fall; 

Be lefs tban nothing in thy Sight, 
lf/hile C H RI S ·r is all in all. 

In the Paragraph which begins, " 0 Children of 
" Adam," you don't difiinguiili what the Law is 
made to (peak, according to a new Scheme of Divi
nity; and what it really does f peak to true Believers, 
on the Principles of the Gofpel. Give m~ Leave, 
to reClif_x your Mifiakes; and to point out the Man
ner, in which you !hould have expreffed yourfelf. 

'To reElify your Mijlakes-You fuppofe the Law,. 
upon Afpajio's Plan, fpeaking to this EffeCt. " 0 
" Children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to 
" love the LORD your GOD with all your Heart." 
Indeed you are. 'f'he Obligation remains, and is 
unalterable. But it has been fully fati sfied, as the 
Condition of Life and Immortality, by the Believer's 
glorious SURETY.-" Once I infifted on abfolute 

" Purity of Heart. Now I can dilpenfe with fome 

" Degrees of evil Deft re ." N o f uch Thing. Every 
K 3 Degree 

~ Ne / eip/os quidem exciphmt A;ofl~li , B J:...N c P: L . in lac. 
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Degree of evil Defire I condemn with inexorable Ri ... 
gour. But every fuch Offence has been thus .con
demned, and thus punifhed, in the Flefu of your 
crucified LORD.-" Since CHRIS'I'has fulfil
'' led the Law for you, you need not fulfil it." 
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the Jufii

:fication of your Perfons, or to obtain eternal Life 
and Glory. This, to you the greatefi: of Impoffibi
lities, has been performed in your Behalf, by a ME
D I AT 0 Rand a REDEEMER, to whom no· 
thing is impoffible.-" I will connive at, yea, ac
'' commodate my Demands to your W eaknefs." 
Not this, but what is much better. I fee no finful 
W eakneffes in you. Becaufe, they are all covered * 
with the refplendent Robe of your SA V I 0 U R's 
Righteoufnefs. Therefore, I no longer curfe, but 
blefs you, and fign your Title to ever]afl:ing I-Iappi· 
nefs.-Thus the Enmity of our Nature is flain. 
Thus the Precepts, even the firiB:efi: Precepts, be
come amiable and defirable. We love the Law, 
whl~, 1 througn'Qur dear RE DEEMER, is no 
longer againfr us, ~ut on our Side. Is a Meffenger 
of Peace, and bead Witnefs to our Completenefs in 
CJ-1 RI ST. 

The Manner, in which you jhou!d have expre.f!ed your
JelJ-This is what the Law fpeaks, according to Af
pajio's Dotlrine. " 0 Believers in C 1-l RI S 'T, I 

" am, 

.., Pjal. xxxii. 1. Blej/ed is be, whoje Iniquities are co· 
*Vtred. Upon this Text St. Jeromvery ingenioufly,and very 
comfortably defcants ; ff2!!od tegitur, non <Videtur; quod non 
'Videtur, non imputatur; quod non imputatur, non punietur. 
That which is covered, is not feen; that which is not 
feen, is not imputed ;· that which is not imputed, ihall 
not be puniihed. 
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" am, like my divine Author, confummate and un
" changeable. I did require, I do require, and 
" ever lhall require, perfect Love to G 0 D; per
" feel: Charity to your Neighbour; and per felt Ho
" linefs, both in Heart and Life. Never abating 
" one Tittle of thefe my Requirements, I !hall de
" nounce the Curfe upon every Difobedience ; upon 
" the leaff: Departure from abfolute Perfetl:ion.
" But this is your Comfort, Believers ; that the 
" Curfe is executed upon your mofi holy SURETY. 
" This is your Comfort, Believers ; that my Pre
" cepts have been fully obeyed by ] E SUS your 
" SA VI OUR. As this was -done, in your Nature, 
" and in your Stead, I am fatisfied, and you are 
" jufiified. Now, though I can never difpenfe with 
" any Fault, nor connive at any Infirmity ; yet I 
" behold all your Faults laid upon IMMANUEL. 
" I behold all his Righteoufnefs put upon you. 
" And on his Account, I acquit you ; I accept you; 
" and pronounce you righteous*." 

This is the Language of the Law to the Faithful, 
as they are in CHRIST ] ES US. T'his is the 
Spirit of Afpajio's Converfation with his Friend The
ron. The native Tendency of this Dollrine, and its 

K 4 powerful 

* I think, it is no Mifreprefentation, to fuppofe the 
Law fpeaking, in this Manner, to the Believers.-Be
caufe, to them all Things are become new. Conlequently, 
the Voice of the Law is new .-Becaufe, all Things are 
theirs. If fo, the Sentence of the Law is theirs. Not to 
overwhelm them with Confofion, but to make them joy
ful through Hope.-Becaufe, this is the Language of the 
almighty LAWGIVER, to the Redeemed of the LORD 
JESUS; and furely the Law will not jar, but h4rmonize 
with its Author, faying; flow foal! I curfe whom G 0 D 
hath not curfed? Or how /hall I dejj, whom the L 0 RD 

· f.(ltb not defied? 
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powerful Agency in producing true Holinefs, are 
profefTedly difplayed in the tenth Letter; and not ob
fcurel y hinted, in various other Places. If you can 
prove, that it has a contrary T'endency; you will 
prove, that the Grace of G 0 D does no longer teach 
us to deny, but prompt us to com_mit Ungodlinefs. An 
Attempt, in which, with all my EB:eem for your 
Perfon, and Deference to your Abilities, I cannot 
wi!h you G 0 D /peed. 

" Does the Righteoufnefs of G 0 D ever mean 

''(as you affirm) the Merits of CHRIST?"
W here do I affirm this, Sir ? Be pleafed to produce 

the PafEige. At leafi refer us to the Page.-Afpajio, 
in the Place which offends you, fpeaks of what 

CHRIST has done and fuffered; of his acrive and 
paffive Obedience. The[e Expreffions you change 
-into " l~he Merits of CHRIS 'T." Which, being 

zn ambiguous Phrafe, may ferve to perplex the 
Caufe, rather than clear up the Difficulty. Give me 
Leave, therefore, to refiore AJPajio's VVords, and to 
ftate the Quefiion fairly. 

" Does the Righteoufnefs of G 0 D ever fignify 
'"' the a8:ive and paffive Obedience of CHRIST ?" 
To this Mr. Wejley replies, " I believe not once in 
co ' all the Scripture/'-vVhy then, Sir, do you not 
d ifprove, what Afpajio has advanced, in Support of 

this Interpretation ? You believe one Thing: I-le be
l ieves another. And there is this little 1)ifference, 

jn the Ground you refpettively go upon. He appeals 
to Argument, and Scripture. You reft the whole 
iv.tatter, upon this :ling le Bottom, " I believe fo." 

You proceed-" I t (that is the R ighteoufo efs of 
4t G 0 D) often means, and part icul arly in the 

'' }:Cpif±l~ to d· e R2r::am, G 0 D 's l\·lethod of jufii
" fy,ing 



Let. VII. Reverend Mr. W E S L E Y. 137 
" fying Sinners."-Suppofe, I lhould fay, in my 
Turn; This Phrafe never means, no, not in the 
Epifile to the Romans, G 0 D's l\1ethod of jufiifying 
Sinners. I fhould then argue in your own Way. 
Bring a Shield, fuited to your Sword. J ui1 as good 
an Argument to defend, as you have brought to de .. 
firoy my Opinion. What would the judicious Rea
der fay, on fuch an Occafion ? Would he not fmile, 
and cry; " A goodly Pair of Difputants truly !" 

But let me afk; Does the Holinefs of G 0 D fig
nify his Method of fanctifying Sinners? Does the 
Wifdom of G 0 D fignify his 1\!Iethod of making 
Sinners wife ? This no Mortal has fufpetled. This 
you yourfelf will hardly venture to affert. Why 
then :fhould we take your Word, when, without 
affigning the leafl: Reafon, you dietate and declare, 
" The Righteoufnefs of GOD means his Method of 
" jufiifying Sinners ?"-You mufi pardon us , Sir, 
if we prefer St. Peter's Judgment. His Judgment, 
in that memorahle Palfage ; lf/ho hm;e ohtained like 
precious Faith in the Righteou/nefs of our G 0 D, even of 
1Jur SAVIOUR 7ESU$ CHRJS ·T. This Sen· 
tence is a Key to all thofe 'I'exts in the l'J,e w 'refia
ment, and many of thofe in the O ld, which men
tion the Righteoufnefs of G 0 D. f-l r> re . it neceffa""., 

rily fignifi es the Righteoufnefs of CH R IST; be 4 

caufe, none elfe is ou r G 0 D and SAVI 0 UR. 
H~re, it confefTedly fi gnifies th e O bjcE.i: of ju{llfying 
Faith. Which cannot be th e dfo nt i.d Rightcouf
nefs of an abfolu te G 0 D; but muit be the vicarious 
Righteoufnefs of an incarnate G 0 D. And why 
thould you fc1 ~ple to caH the Ri ghteoufne.fa . of 
CH RI ST, th R ighte<:l uC1 tf of G 0 Dr Since his 
Blood is called, the BlooG of G 0 D. His Life, 

whicJt 
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which he laid down for us, is called the Life of 
G 0 D. And he himfelf, as the Author of our 
Salvation, is called ] EH 0 VA .l-I (or G 0 D felf
exif1cnt and everlafting) our Righteoufr:efs. 

It is poffi Li le, you may produce fame Commenta
tm·s of Eminen:~, who coincide or have led the 
Way, in this your Interpretat ion. But may we not 
afk them, as \vell as yourfelf, on what Authority 
they proceed ?-Is this the plain and na tural Signifi
cation of the Word3? No; but an apparent Force 
upon their natural Import-Does this tend to fix 
and afcertain the Senfe of the Paffage? No; but it 
gives the Paffage fuch a rambling 1'urn, as will ac
commodate itfelf to the Sentiments of Arians or So
cinians, Arminians or Papifis.-Is this reconcileable 
with the Tenour of Scripture? I-le hath made HIM 
to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we might be made 
the R.ighteoufnefs of G 0 D in Him. Make a Trial of 
your Interpretat ion upon this difiinguiihed Text. 
See, how it will accord with common Senfe, or the 
Analogy of Faith. 'That we might be made the 
Righteoufnefs of GOD ; that is, " That we might 
'' be made G 0 D's Method of jufl:ifying Sinners.'' 
Can you yourfelf, Sir, upon an impartial Review, 
be pleafed with Ju.ch Interpretations of facred Writ r 

How much more noble, and how much more 
comfortable, is the eafy and obvious Senfe ; which 
the vVords, in a mofi beautiful Climax, afford ! He 
made CHRIST, who was perfetl:Jy free from Sin, 
both in Heart and Life; G 0 D made Him to be 
Sin, jufily charge able with it, and jufily punifhable 
for it. That we, who are full of Sin, both original 
and acrual, might be made righteous-and not barely 
righteous, but (which is a much 1honger E xpref-

fion) 



Let. VII. Reverend Mr. W E S L E Y. 139 

fion) Righteoufnefs it/elf-yea, that vve might be made, 
what exceeds all Parallel, and paffes all U nderfiand 
ing, the Righteoufnefs of GOD*. l\!light have that 

very Righteoufnefs for our J ufl ifi.cation, which the 
G 0 D of all Perfetlion, unitin g H imfel f to our Na
ture, wrought, finifhed, and infinitely enobled . 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, in his Annotations on this 
Ver(e, on Rom. i. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writes in the 
fame vague and unfatisfa8.:o ry (\:i an ner as yourfel f. 
I could mention another celebrnted Comm cntatcr, 
who leans to this timid and trimminr- Scheme.-1 

0 

fpeak thu s freely, becaufe I look upon the Article of 
Jufrification through the Righteoufnefs of our c;OD 
and SAVI 0 UR, to be the fupreme difiinguii11ing 
Glory of Chrifl:ianity. Becaufe, I confiJer it as the 
richeft, incomparably the richefr Privii ege of the 
Chrifl:ian. To have a Righteoufnefs-a confummate 
Righteoufnefs-the very Righteoufnefs of the incar
nate G 0 D-dignified with all the Perfections of 
the divine Nature-to have this Righteoufnefs im
puted for our J ufiific~tion ! Matchlefs, inconceivable 

Bleiling ! 

• St. Chryfojlom expounds the important Pa{farye; in 
much the fame Manner. His V./ ords are worthy, not 
only to be copied in a Note, but to be wrirten on our 
Hearts. ilo•®-- Tav1:x 7'.oyo<;, 'l1:JCiW<; Ta via. wa.~ct..S-'l?O'a1 Svvn'.lcla• 
f8<; ; Tov 7ag ~•Y..CGIOV, (/J1JO'•v, e?ro1no-ev cx.p.ag1wllov, 1va T~<; a0a[lwt..l3~ 
'tl'.lO•i?O''l? ~1K.al~<;. Mai-.i\ov i}'E 13i}'e 8l:v<; emsv, at."A' o wo'Af.w µ,<i~·, v riv. 

Gu yag e~iu >9'l)xEV, at.t.' uu1riv 'T'l}V worn11J1a. Ou ~'ue e1wov, E'."i cinou 
ctp.ag1w 7'.o ~, at:A' a0ue11av. Iva'~ 'IJ(hW; y:VCL'p.eOa , 8Y.. Sl?rs, ah~-:101 , 
a'N1a a-11!a100-vv'I), ,:; Ge8 S1Y..a1DCTV~'1J. What Words tan exf' 1·rfs., 
or what Though ts can conceicve, the Greatnejs of tlxfe '7 h:ngs? 
He made the R JG H'T E 0 US 0 NE a Simier, that Hr 1,'' i2/7f 

make r:v.Jretched Sinners righteous. 'This, though marrue!lcz:fy 
great, is not all. 'The Word is not in the Concrete, !l!,,,t in the 
Abjlrac?. He made the JU S 'I 0 NE , not a Su-:;-u:r, !u.t 
Sin ; that ewe might be made, not r(~hleou.r only-/;ut R!~/Jte
fJtt/nefs itje(f-yea, the Rigbteoufnejs of G 0 D. 
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Bleffing ! This fi11s the Believer's Heart with inex
preffible Comfort and Joy. This difplays the Grace 
of G 01), in the mofr charming and tranfporting 
Light. This confiitutes the moil engaging l\ifotive 
to Love, to Holine(s, and to all willing Obedience. 

Let us not then treat of it, in fuch diluting Terms, 
or in fuch a compromijing Strain, as fhall defeat the Ef
ficacy of the heavenly Cordial, or deliver up the pre

cious Depojitum to the Enemies of the G.ofpel. Let 
us rather, by a clear and full Manif tjlation of the 
Truth, of this capital and leading Truth efpecially, 
commend ourfelves to every Man's Confcience. Thefr 
Humour may diflike it, their Prejudice may rejeCt it; 
but their Confcience, whenever it awakes, and gains 
the Afcendant, will embrace it; will cleave to it; 
and rejoice in it. 

But fray. Let me proceed cautioufly. Not tri
umph immaturely. You rally your Forces, and pre
pare for a frefh Attack. Afpajio tells his Friend ; 
--rhat the Righteoufnefs of G 0 D, ftgnifies a Righ~ 
teoufnefs of the mo!l: fuper-eminent Dignity. Such 
as is worthy to be called by his Name, and may 
jufily challenge his Acceptance. To this you rep1y, 
" I cannot allow it at all."-/ljpaji? fupports his 
Opinion by Scripture, by Reafon, and by a very 
refpeClable Authority. All which Mr. fl7ejley would 
confront and overthrow, by that one irrefragable 
Proof, " I cannot allow it at all."-Surely, faid I, 
upon reading fuch controvedial Triflings, delivered 
with the Air of Oracular Refponfcs; furely this Let
ter mufi have ilolen its Way into the World. It 
was defigned as a Prefervative for Mr. Pf/ejley's pri
vate Societies only. It could never be intended for 
public View, and general Examination. Since every 

Read ct 
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Reader is treated, not as his Judge, no, nor as his 
Equal, but as his Pupil. Not as one, that is to be 
addreffed with Argument, and convinced by Reafon
ing, but as a tame Difciple, that is to acquiefce in 
the great Preceptor's folemn " s A Y so." 

To your next Paragraph I have no material Ob
je8ion. I might indeed complain of an unfair Q.uo• 
tation. But I fuall only obferve, that you would 
difcard the Expreffion, Imputation of Righteoufneft, 
and infert in its Stead, lntereji in CHRIST. You 
had not always, Sir, fuch an Averfion to the Phra.fc: 
imputed. Witnefs that Stanza in one of your 
&ymns; 

Let Faith and Love combtne 
To guard your valitmt Breqjl, 

The Plate be Righteoufnefs divine, 
Imputed and impr1f. 

However, in this Place I am willing to gratify you .. 
Becaufe, it will be difficult to fhew, how a Sinner 
can have a real Intere!l: in CHRIST, in what he 
has done and what he has fuffered, any other Way, 
than by Imputation. I am willing to gratify you, 
provided you do not entertain that firange Conceit, 
of an incomplete Intereft, or an Interefl: in Half the 
REDEEMER. But look upon the Holinefs of 
his Nature, the Obedience of his Life, and the 
Atonement of his Death, as the one undivided inef .. 
fable Treafure, in which every believing Sinner is 
interefl:ed. As that which is the all fufficient Caufe 
of his Jufi:ification; rendering acceptable, firft his 
Perfon, then his Performances ; and, at the 1afi, in
troducing him, with Dignity and Triumph, into 
everlafiing Habitations. 

6 fiere 
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Here I lay down my Pen; unlefs you will permit 

me to relate a little Piece of Hiftory, not foreign to 

your lafi: Sentiment.-A certain General, happened 
to obferve a common Soldier difiinguifhing himfelf, 

on the Day of Battle, with uncommon ACtivity and 

Courage. Determined to reward Merit, wherever 
it was found, he advanced the brave Plebeian to a 

Captain's Pofi. Who had not long enjoyed the 
Honour, before he came to his Benefactor, and, 
with a dejecred Countenance, begged Leave to re
fign his Commiffion. The General, furprifed at 
fuch ah unexpected RequeH, afked him the Reafon. 
Your Officers, faid the Petitioner, being Gentlemen 
of Family and Education, think it beneath them to 
affociate or converfe with a Ruftic. So that, now, 
I am abandoned on every Side; and am lefs happy, 
fince my Preferment, than I was before this Inftance 
of your Highnefs's Favour.-Is this the Caufe of 
your U neaflne!s ? replied the General. Then it 
fhall be redreffed, and very fpeedily. To Morrow I 

review the Army, and to Morrow your Bufinefs 
fuall bedone.-Accordingly, when the Troops were 
drawn up; and expeCled, every i\tloment, to begin 

their Exercife ; the General calls the young Hero 
from the Ranks J Jeans his Hand upon his Shoulder; 
and, in this familiar ·endearing Pofi:ure, walks with. 
him through all the Lines.-T'he Stratagem had its 

defired Effect. After fuch a fignal and public Token 

of his Prince's Regard, the Officers were defirous of 
his Acquaintance; and courted, rather than !hunned, 
his Company. 

And will not the Favour of the bleffed 1 ES US, 
give us as great a Diftintrion, and as high a Recom
n1endation, in the heavenly \Vorld? Will not the 

5 · AngeJic 
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Angelic Hofis refpeB: and honour thofe Perfons, 
who appear wa!hed in his Blood; cloathed with his 
Righteoufnefs ; and wearing the moft illufhious 
Tokens of his Love, that he himfelf could poffibly 
give ?-In thefe Tokens of his Love may we and 
our Readers be found ! T'hen fhall we meet one ano
ther with Courage and Comfort, at the great Tri
bunal ; with Honour and Joy, amidfi the Angels of 
Light ; with everlafting Exultation and Rapture, 
around the Throne of the LA MB. 

Under fuch pleafing Hopes I take my Leave at 
prefent, and remain your, & c. 

LETTER VIII~ 

RE v_. SIR, 

YOU introduce theParagraph,that comes next un
der our Confideration, by a very juft DifiinB:ion.. 

AJPajio had obferved, that a Rebel may be forgiven,. 
without being reftored to the Dignity of a Son. To 
which you reply; '' A Rebel againft an earthly 
'' King may ; but not a Rebel againft G 0 D. In 
" the very fame Moment that G 0 D forgives, we 
" are the Sons of G 0 D."-This is perfectly right.
But hence to infer, that the Converfation of our two 

Friends is no better than " an idle Difpute," is not 
very polite, and not at all conclufive. Becaufe, 
Remiffion of the Offence, and Reftoration to Fa

vour, may come, in the fame Moment, and yet be 
different 
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'different Bleffings. That affiiB:ed Patient, men
tioned in the Gofpel, had, at the fame Infl:ant, his
Ears opened and the String of his TongtJe loofed. 
Were the!e Effects, therefore, one and the fame 
Kind of Healing ?-Befides ; why are Forgivenef* 
and Sonfu·p united in the divine Donation? Becaufe, 
the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedie,nce of a 
Son, were united in the divine REDEEMER. 
So that we mufi ftill have our Eye, our believing and 
adoring Ey{', upon the meritorious Righteoufnefs of 
ovr L 0 RD. 

" Pardon ;;i.nd Acceptance, though, &c." Here 
1 fee nothing but the crambe repetita.-" The Words 
" of 'Job, &c." Here I fee nothing but the ufual 
Argument, our Mafier's ipfe dixit. Therefore we 
will pafs on to the next Period. 

'I'wo Texts of Scripture are produced. You fet 
afide , AJPa}io's Interpretation, to make Way for one 
of your own. Which might have paffed without 
Sufpicion, if it had appeared in your Sermons, or 
been delivered from your Pulpit. Where a Perfon 
may be content with the general Senfe, without en 4 

tering upon a critical Nicety. But, by rejecring 
./lfpa)io's Expofition, you feem to intend a peculiar 
Degree of Accuracy. Let us then examine the Paf
fages, with fuch a View.-Grace reigneth through 
Righteoufnefs unto eternal Life ; " that is, the free 
" Love of G 0 D brings us, through J uftification 
" and Santl:ification to Glory." 

In this, I queftion, Sir, whether you are exaBJy 
orthodox. You lead the Reader to fuppofe, tha~ 
Sant:lification is as much the Caufe of Glory as J ufii
fication. That CHR!ST's \Vork~ and our Graces,. 
have jufi the fame Weight; act in the very fame 

Capacity; 
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Capacity ; have, at leaft, a joint Influence, in pro
curing eternal Life.-Y ou lhould rather have ex
preifed yourfelf in fome fuch Manner; " The free 
" Grace of G 0 D brings us, through the joyful 
" Privilege of J ufiification, fir ft to Santl:ification, 
" or the Love of his bleifed Se] f ; then to Glory, or 
" the Enjoyment of his bleffed Self." 

Befides; you neglect the Significancy of that beau
tiful and emphatical Word, reig17eth. On this much 
Strefs ought to be laid in reading the Sentence; 
therefore, it ought not to be totally over-looked in 
explaining the Sentence. Grace is difcovered in 
other Infiances. Grace is exercifed in other Bleffings .. 
But by giving us eternal Life; by giving it freely, 
.even when we are undeferving guilty Creatures; 
this ever amiable Attribute reigneth. It is manifefl:ed 
with every grand and charming Recommendation. 
It appears, like the illufirious Solomon, when feated 
on his inimitably fplendid Throne of Ivory and 
.Gold : Or like the magnificent Ahafuerus, when he 
jhewed the Riches if his glorious Kingdom, and the Ho
nour of his excellent Majejly. 

Another Particular I cannot perf uaCle myfelf to 
admire. You change the Word Righteoufnefs into 
J1!flification. Infl:ead of faying, " Brings us through 
" Righteoufnefs ;" you fay, " Brings us through. 
" J ufiification." By this Language, you fcarce 
difi:ingui{h yourfelf from any Heretic. You may 
rank with the Arian, or with the SeClarifi of any 
Denomination. They will, every one, allow the 
N eceffity of J ufi-ification, in order to final Felicity •. 
But not the Neceffity of a Righteoufnefs adequate to 
the Demands of the L-aw, as a Foundation for this 
ble[ed Hope.-Y ou do jufi the fame Injury to 

L CHRIST 



L E T T E R S to the Let. VIII. 

·CH RIST and his Righteoufnefs, which obtain 
this inconceivable Recompence of Reward ; as yot 
would receive from a Meflenger, who carries a rich 

Prefent to your Fri·end, but will not acknowledge 

from whom it comes. It comes, he confeffes, from 

fome Man; but obflinately refufes to fay from l\!Ir. 
]ohn fFejley. \'Vhereas, Afpajio fcruples not to own, 

nay, rejoices to declare, from whence the invaluable 

Benefit of J ufl:ification proceeds. Not from Works 

of the Law; no, nor from Works of the SPIRIT; 
from nothing done by us, from nothing wrought in 

us ; but who11y from the Blood and Obedience of 

JESUS CHRIS1. 
,.fhe next Paffage, on which you defcant, is; 

~hat they- may receive For givenefs, and a Lot among the 

Santlified. 'fhus, you tranflate the Original. .11/
pofio, not affe8ing needlefs Novelty, is content with 

the common V erfion. 'That they may receive Forgive
nefs of Sins, and Inheritance among all them that are 
Janllified, by Faith that is in M E.-Why do yo1.1 
omit the W urd Sim? F orgiveners, I own, implies 

it. But the Apofile chufes to exprefa it. By which 

means, the Sentence becomes more f up and empha

tical. Grace is more hi6hly honoured, and Man 
more deeply abafed.-I wonder alfo, why you {hould 
prefer Lot to Inheritance, which is the ufual Tra~t1a

tion. "fhe latter \Vord conveys a mt.Jch more noble 

and p1eailng idea to the Englifh Reader, than the 

former. -Receive Forgi'venefs of Sins ; not earn it (let 

us mark this) by perfonning Conditions, but receive 

it, as an ab!olute Gifr, Juft as ]ofepl/s Brethren 

received the Portions, fent them from the Viceroy 

of Egypt's "f'a!Jie .-Receive an lnhe1 itance; conftfiin~ 

of aU fpirrtua! Blenings here, anJ a Title to everlaff-

rn' •' 
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ing Bleffednefs hereafter. All which are beflowed 
as freely, as the feveral Portions of Land in Canaan 
were, by Mojes and ] ojhua configned over to the 
Tribes of lfrael for a Poffeffion.-Among thofe that 
are JanElified. If you fuould enquire, how Sinners 
are fancbfied ! The Anf wer is added; By Faith which 
is in ME. Not for Faith, as your conditional 
Scheme fuppofes; but by Faith. By accepting the 
Bleffings mentioned; by looking upon them as our 
own ; through the divine Gift ; and by living in the 
delightful Enjoyment of them. Thus our Hearts are 
won to G 0 D, and filled with his Love. Thus 
they are weaned from Vanity, and renewed in true 
Holinefs. 

Is the Satisfaction made by CHRIS 'T's Death, 
f ufficient to obtain both our full Pardon, and our 
final Happinefs ? .Afpafio has anfwered this Qyefiion 
in the Negative. He has confirmed his Opinion, by 
the Authority of Scripture, and the Tefiimony of 
Reafon. Mr. Wejley thinks it enough to reply; 
" U nquefiionably it is f ufficient, and neither of the 
" Texts you cite prove the contrary."-How eafy, 
by this Way of arguing, to overthrow any Syfie1n, 
and filence Demonfiration itfelf !-But pray, Sir, be 
pleafed to recollect yourfelf. Did you not, a little 
while ago, extol /lfpajio as " unquefiionably right," 
becaufe he made the univerfal Obedience of CHRIST, 
from his Birth to his Death, the one Foundation of 
his Hope ? Yet here you condemn him, as '' un
" queflionably wrong," becaufe he does not attri
bute all to CHRIS T's Death excluji'11ely. Will 
1/Ir. Wejley never have done with Self-Contradic• 
tion ? Why will he give me fuch repeated Caufe to 
complain r-~u~ tmeam vultus, &,., 

L 2 lf 



L E T T E ~ S ,to ;,he Let. VIII. . . 
If it was requi~te for Chr.ift to l]e bap_~ize9, a~gu~.s 

.4/pajio, much more ~o fulfil th.e mo_r_al Law._:.." I 
" canno.t prove, replies Mr. '(47 ejley, .that either 0)1<:! 

" or the other was requifite, in order to his purcJ1af .. 
" ing Redemption for us." Why then d.o you admit 
his Obedienc_e to the moral Law, as an effential Part 
of tl1e Foundation of your Hope! A tottering Foun
dation methinks, which is laid iI) a DoB:rine you 
cannot prove. 

But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove 
it for you! You are not called to prove this Pqint, 
Sir, but only to di!prove, wh.at Afpajio has ad
vanced, in Confirmation of it.-That it was requi
fite for our L 0 RD to be baptized, He himfelf ac
)cnowledges. Speaking of that facred Rite, he fays, 
':thus it becameth us to fulfil all Righteoufnefs. It he
cometh ; was it not requifite for CHRIS r, always 
to act the becoming Part? In every Circumftance to 
demean himfelf, according to the utmofi: Decorum 
and higheft Dignity of CharaCl:er ?-" This was 
"' not requifite to purchafe Reclemption for us." 
For what then was it requifite? Not to wafh away 
any Stain from the holy 1 E SUS. Not to obtain 
any Bleffednefs for the S 0 N of the HI G HES T. 
Since, as the S 0 N of the eternal G 0 D, He had 
an undoubted Right to all the Bleffings of Heaven 
and Earth, of Time and Eternity. 

" ·But it was not requifite, that He fuouid fulfil · 
''the moral Law."-No ! Do you then eftablilh the 
Law ? Are not you the Antinomian, Who would 
have finful Man faved, yet the divine Law not ful
filled, either by them or their SURETY ? This 
is a firange Way of magnifying the great Standard 

of 
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of .~11 Rignteoufnefs. Rather, , it is the fure Way of 
dilhonou.ring and debafing it.--; What fays ~ur 
LORD ! I came, not to-dejlroy the Law, hut to fu!fiL* . 
Did this fignify, as· fome expo!itory ~efiners fuggefr, 
~nly to vindicate arld illuftrate, the Law; to explain 
its higheft Meaning, and refcue it from the falfe 
Gloifes of tHe s ·cribes ; the Bufinefs might have been 
done by the Prophets and Apoftles. No Occafion 
for the KI NG of He'aven to appear in Perfon. His 
Amba:ifadors might have tranfaeted the whole Affair 
of Vindication and Explanation. But to fulfil every 
Jot and Tittle, prefcribed in its Com~nands; to fuf
(er all the Vengeance and the whole Curfe, de
nounced in its Penalty; this was a Work worthy of 
the S 0 N of G 0 D-praB:icable by none, but the 
S 0 N of G 0 D-and, being executed by HIM, 
is truly meritorious of Pardon and Life for poor Sin
ners; of their J{efi:oration to the divine Favour, and 
of their Admiffion into the heaven1y Kingdom,. 

L 3 The 

*Matt. v. 17. Some Expontors would perfuade u$, tha~ 
the Word 'li1f-11gwO"a' fignifies/u/{y to explain. This Senfe I 
am_ far frem difcarding; but in this Senfe I can by no 
:tnea.ns acquiefce. It neither gives us the whole1 n01' the 
principal Part of our L 0 R D's Meaning. Let us place 
the Matter in a different Light ; then I believe the Scan
tinefs of the Interpretation, and the Impropriety of the 
Notion, will appear unto all Men .-We will fuppofean 
ungodly Perfon who has learned from Books, the fpiritual 
and extenfive Import of the divine Law. Having a ready 
Utterance, he explains it clearly, properly, foliy. Does 
any l\llortal fay of this Lip-Prattitioner, that hefu/fils 
the Law? No fuch Thing. A Syftem of Prt!cepts can 
never be fulfilled, without a due and puntlual Obedience. 
To open, to adjufl:, to enforce a Set of Inj unctions, is as 
far from fulfilling them ; as to give a Dcfcription of a 
Battle and a Conquefl, are. different from fighting the 
Enemy, and gaining the Vitlory. 
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The moral Law is inviolable in its Nature, and of 
eternal Obligation. This is a Truth of gteat Impor
tance! With this is conne8ed, and on this depends, 
the abfolute Neceffity of a vkarious Righteoufnefs. 
I am no longer furprifed, that you dilpute againft 
the latter, fince you quefiion or deny the former.
But confider, what our L 0 RD fays farther upon 
this SubjeB:, in the fifth of St. Matthew, and the 
eighteenth Verfe. Perhaps, you will reply; '' I have 
" both confidered it, and expounded it, in my Ser.: 
" mons . '' You have. But in fuch a l'vlanner, as, I 
hope, you will live to retratl:. Thus you expound the 
awful Text, and turn it into a Piece of unmeaning 
Tautology. " One Jut or one Tittle jhall in no wifa pafs, 
" till Heaven and Ear:h pafs; or as it is expreffed im..: 
'' mediately after, till all (or rather all 'Things) he Jul
" filled, till the Confummation of a11 '"rhings *." 
You would make Ew~ ix11 "l'JctpEJi..Gn o ~pcx.11~ ,;; n ;-n, 
and EW~ Clll urct11/a yEvn/a,, fynonimous Phrafes, ex
preffive of the fame Thing. Thus ftands the Paf
fage, interpreted according to your Criticifm. " Till 
" the Confummation of all Things, one Jot or one 
" 1~ittle {ha11 in no wife pars from the Law, till the 
" Conf um mat ion of all Things." See ! to what 
miferab]e Subterfuges a Man of Learning is driven; 
in order to evade the Force of a Text, which mili
tates ftrongly for the meritorious Obedience of 
C 1-1R1 ST. 

How much more jufl:, more noble, more ufrfu1, 
is the common Expofition, and the obvious Mean
ing ? Which we may thus introduce-Thefe are the 
Terms of Life and Happinefs to Man. \Vhofoever 
foJls !bort, G 0 D himfdf pronounces accurfcd. 

And 

~ Sermons by JottN VIEsLEY, Vol. IL pag. 173 · 
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And will the UNCHANGEABLE go back 
from his Purpofe; make Abatement in his Demands; · 
or come to a Compofition with his Creatures ? No · 
verily. He is of one Mind, and who can turn Him*. 
it were eajier for Heaven and Earth to pafs t, for all 
Nature to be unhinged, and the U niverfe to drop 
into Diffolution ; than for one Jot or Tittle of this un·
alterable Law to pa.fs, without a perjetl Accompl/jhment t 
in every the minuteft Inftance. 

By CH R 1 S Ts Sufferings alone the Law was 
not fatisfied ; fays Ajpajio. " 'Yes, it was ;'' re
plies Mr. 11/ejley.-Then all the indefatigable and 
important Labours of his Life, all his exem.plary and 
fhining Graces, mufi be mere Superfluities. A& 

L 4 leaft, 

* Job x:iciii. 13. 
+ Ew~ a11 roa~sA9'Yl o ~g~v~ ~ YJ '/''Yl. A proverbial Expref

fion, to denote the utmoH: l m po1110ility . See it explained 
Lttke X\'i, 17. Jn this Con necl ion, it fignifies the abfo
]ute Certainty of our LOR D's Declaration, both as to ics 
Truth and as to its Accomplifhment .-Lf I may borrow 
the Language and the Imagery of Horace, thty will not _ 
unfitly exprefs, what is affi rmed concerning the Law. 

Si fr all us il!ahatur orhi.s, 
lmmobilem firient ruinre. 

t Ew~ a11 'lrrana ysvn1a" " The \Vord All, fays Mr. 
" Wejl~y, does not mean all the Law, but all Things in 
" the Univerfo." How forced a Confi:rut1ion ! How 
contrary to Grammar! Since the Law, and the T hing5 
which it comprehends, are the immediate Antecedent.
How much more properly a nd confiilently has Dr. Dod
dridge explained the PalTage ! " Till all 'Things, which 
" the Law requires. or foretells, fhaJl be ejfelied. The 
" Tranfiarion here given, is m:; lt literal, and moil corn 
" prehenfive. The Law has its Fjfet?, when its Sanctions 
" are executed, as we ll as when its Precepts are obey
" eci."-Let me add; In cafe of a violated Law, then 
only it is fulfilled, or has its Effdt, when both the former 
and the latter ref peEtively obtain their End. 



L E T T E R S to the Let. VIII. 

leaft, they could have no Merit, but were neceffary 
only by Way of fetting us an Example. 

The Prophet wa~ of another Mind. The L 0 RD 
is well pleafid for his Righteoufnefi fake. By this Righ
teoufnefs, not barely by his Sufferings, He will mag
nify the Law and make it honourable*.-The A pofile 
was of another Mind. G 0 D Jent forth his S 0 N, 
made of a Woman, made under the Law. What? 
Only to bear its Curfe ? Only to undergo its Peoal
ty? Not to fulfil its preceptive Part ? Which is con .. 
feffedly the principal Part in every Law ; and to en
force which, all Penalties are added.-Y ou yourfelf 
ought to be of another Mind. For you have already 
and truly obferved, that Pardon and Acceptance al
ways go together. " In the fame Moment that 
" GOD forgives we are the Sons of GOD." And 
wherefore ? The Reafon is;, becaufe the Sufferings of 
a Sinner, and the Obedience of a Son, went to• 
gether in the REDEEMER. And without this 
Union, the Redemption of Man had not been 
complete. 

" The Law required only the Alternative, obey-or 
' ' die."-Some of your Errors are lefs confiderable; 
this I take to be a fidl:-rate Mifiake. According- to 
this Suppofition, Cain, and 'Judas, and all the Dam-· 
ned, are righteous. Becaufe they die ; they bear the 
Curfe; they fuffer everlafiingly; and thereby con-

form 

• I/a. xlii . 21 . I am fenfible, there are Expofitors'; 
who give a different Turn to thefe noble vVords . But I 
had rather take the Voice from Heaven for my Guide, 
than all the Expofitors in the W orld. Even that Voice, 
which declared concerning CHRIST, and his Work, 
CHRIST and his R!ghteoufnefs, In thefe I am rwell.pleafid. 
\Vhich is one of the moft capital Sayings in the Bible, 
~ nd a. Clue to lead us into its whole 1\1eaning. 

. -
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form to one of the Law's AJternatives.-One of the 

Law's Alternatives r No. Here I am wrong. It is 
one of your Alternatives. The divine Law knows 

no fuch Thing. No Law on Earth knows any fucli 

Thing. SanB:ions and Penalties ann·exed to a Law, 
are never looked upon as eq·uivalent to Obedience; 
but only as Prefervatives from D ifobedience.-In alf 
the Compafs of your Reading, have you ever met 
with a Law, that makes fuch Propofals to its Sub~ 
jeB:s? " Conform to the Regulati6ns efiablifued, 

" and you iliall enjoy my Privileges, you fhall ffiare· 
" my Honours. Or, if you chufe to violate all my 
" w'holfome Infiitutions, only fuomit to the Penalty', 
" and you fhall have an equal Right tb the Immu
" nities and Preferments.'' 

" . Th~ Law required n·o Man to obey a'nd die 
" . too."-But did it not require a Tranfgreffor to 

ooey and die? If not, then Tranfgreffion robs the 
Law of its Right, and vacates all Obligation to Obe
dience.-Did it not require the SURETY for finfu l 
Man, to obey . and die ? lf the SURETY dies only, 

he only delivers fr~Jjl Puniiliment. But this affords 
no Claim to Life; 

1

no Title to a Reward. Unlefs 

you can produce fome fuch Edict from' the Court of 
Heaven, Suffer this, arid thou ilialt live. I find· it 
written, In keeping thy Commandments there is great 
Reward. No where do I read, In undergoing thy 
Curfe, there is the fame Reward.-Whereas, when 

we join the active and paffive Obedience of our 

L 0 RD; the Peace-fpeaking Blood, with the Life
giving _Righteoufnefs; both made infinitely merito ... 

rious, and infinitely efficacious, by the divine Glory 
of his Perfon ; how full does our J ufl:ification ap
pear! How firm does it Hand ! It has all that the 

7 Law 

' 
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La't7 can demand, both for our Exemption from the 
Cul-fe, and for our Title to Bl!fs. 

Before I ~a I,e my Leave of this Topic, Jet me 

make one S:ippofition, for which your \Vay of 
thinking 2 ~s rds the jufier Ground. Suppofe, our 
L 0R1J 7 E S US CH R 1 ST had yielded a perfetl: 
Conformi [y to the Precept, without ever fubmitting 
to the Penalty ; would this have been fu.fficicrit for 
the J ufl:ification of a Sinner. Here is one of your 
Alternafr1es performed. Upon tbe Foot of your 
Principles, therefore, it would, it mufi have been 
fufficient.-But this is fo wild an Opinion, fo con
trary to the whole Current of Scripture, that to pro
duce it, is to refute it. 

Vvhere Scripture afcribes the whole of our Salva
tion to the Death of CH R 1 S 'T, a Part of his Hu
miliation is put for the Whole. To this Mr. f/7ejley.: 
~~jells; " I cannot allow it without Proof."-I 
wifh you would remember the golden Rule, (of do
ing as you would be done by) and, fince you infifl:. 
upon Proof from others, not be fo fparing of it in 
your own Caufe: I wifh likewife you would impar
tially confider what Ajpojio has ... dvanced, upon the 

Subject-Has he not given you the Proof you de
mand ?-" No ; He was obedient unto Death is no 
" Proof at all."-But is that the only T'hiog urged? 
If one Argument is inadequate, mufl: all be incon
clufive? Becaufe you have routed one Detachment, 
have you ther~fore conquered the whole Army ? 
However let us fee, whether this Detachment, 

weak as you fuppofe it, may not be able to f ufiain 
your Attack. 

Does not the Scripture afcribe the whole of your 
Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? To this 

~efiion 
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Qyefiion Afpajio replies, This Part of our L 0 R D's 
meritorious Humiliation is by a very ufual Figure 
put for the whole....-~fhe Death of C ll R 1 ST in
cludes not only h is Sufferings, but his Obedi ence
The ihedding of his Blood was at once the gt and ln
fl-ance of his Suffering£, and th e fi ui fhing A,J of his 
Obedience; in this View it is cnnfid ered, and th us 
it is reprefented by his own Ambaffad or, who, fpeak
ing of his divine Mafier, fays, " H..e was obedi ent 

" unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs ."
" This, you reply, is no Proof at all, as it does not 

" necefTarily imply any more, than that he died in. 
'' Obedience to the FATHER .. " 

How do fame People love to cramp the enlarged~ 
and debafe the magnificent Senfo of Scripture ! Surely 
this Text implies; and not implies only, but forci
bly expreffes both the aB:ive and paffive Obedience of 
CHRIST. It is not a:7rEGtx.11Ev, 1-le died; but 
'YHOfUll(g)-> tnn1xoo5', He be,:ame obedient.-Can you fee 
n othing of his aetive Righteoufnefs in thefe \V ords? 
For my Part I can fee very little befides-This is 
what the following Claufc confirms-Let common 
Senfe be Judge-Obedient, not barely in Death, 
but unto Death, like that Expreffion of JEHOVAH, 
by the Prophet, Unto hoary Hairs I will. carry you.
Does not this give us a ret rofpetl: View of Youth 
and fv1anhood, as well as lead our Attenti on forward 
to old Age! In like Man ne r, Obedient unto Death. 
Does not this refer us to all the previous Duties and 

Virtues of a righteous Wal k ; while it lead s us to the 
clofing Scene of all, a refi gne<l E x it ? Does it ·not 

' moft naturally mean, obedient through the whole 
C ourfe of Life, even to the laH all-compl eati ng ln 

fiance, a voluntary Submiffion to Death ?-How 

S eafy 
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ea(y and ohvious is this Interpretation ? How grand 
and grateful is this Meaning !' 

I can no more admire your Tafle· ( confidered) as a 
Critic, than I can admire your Doe'.l:rine ( confidered) 
as a Divine. Give me the Expofitions of Scrip

ture, which aB:, not like the noa'urnal Damp, but 
fike the Morning Sun ; not fhrivelling and contraB:~ 
ing, but opening and expanding thofe Flowers of 
Paradife the Truths of the Gof pel, that they may 
difplay all their cbarmi ng Beauties, and breathe out 
all their reviving Odours. I think, upon the whole, 

we have very fufficient Caufe to affert and to abide 
by our Affertion; that when the Scripture afcribes 
the whole of our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST, 
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the Whole; and 
in thus fpeaking, the H 0 LY SP IR I 1"' copies 
after himfelf. For, if the Death inflicted on the 
fidl: Adam included every Evil confeqnent upon the 
Fall ; the Depravity, as well as the Mifery of the 

Creature, it was meet that the Death to which the 
fecond .Adam fubmitted, fhould include every Good, 
needful for our Recovery ; the Obedience a5 well as 
the Sufferings of the REDEEMER. It was meet 
that the Price, expreffed by the fame Word, lhould 
be as extenfive as the Puni!hment. 

"' But how does it appear that he undertook this 

'' before the Foundation of the World?" At what 
,I'ime does Mr. If/ ejley fuppofe, that CHRIST un

dertook the Work? Not till Sin entered and Man 
apoftatized? Was it then an incidental ( upfiart) Ex
pedient, fetched in to .remedy fome unforefeen Dif
afier? Was it a Device, which owed its Birth to 
fome unexpected Contingency, occafioned by the 

Perverfenefs of the Creature? Far, far from it.-It 
was 
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was the grand, original, all comprehending Plan, 
the Way in which G 0 D, long before 'Ti1ne com
menced, decreed to manifefi the Glory o,f his Grt,lce, 
and the Luthe of all his PerfeCl:ions. The W or1d , 

was made :;is ~ p,roper Theatre, on which to difplay 
and execute this mofi: magnificent Scheme ; and all 
the Revolutions of human Affairs like fo many un
der I?lots in the Drama, are f ubfervient to the Ac
cornplilhment of this capita] Defign.-" Known un
~' to G 0 D are all his Works," deterrnrned by 
G 0 D are all his Counfels, from the Beginning of 
the World, more ef pecially this grandeil: of all the 
divine Difpenfations ; this Mailer-piece of his un
fearchable Wifdom. 

" But was this by a pofitive Covenant between 
" CHRIST and the FATH E R ? " .//fpajio pro
ceeds to illu£hate and confirm the DoBrine of an 
everlafling Covenant b~tween the almighty FA
T HER and his co-equal SON. He produces 
feveral Texts of Scripture, to each of which you ob
jeB.: as infufficient for his Purpofe: Each of your Ob
jections I fhall anfwer, only by adding a !hort Com
ment, explanatory of their Spirit and Force-'-' 1"'his 
" proves no previ0us Contraet," that is, I deny it, 
and therefore it cannot prove your Point. " Nei
" ther does this prove any fuch 1.,hing. '' That is, 
I cannot or will not fee the Proof. An<l therefore 

' there is none.-" That Expreffion does not necef
'' farily imply any more" thari I pleafe to allow.
" In the Way or l\/1ethod he had thofen ;'' of which 
I am the fole complete Judge, and my Judgment 
ought to be decifive in the Cafe.-Thus would Mr. 
Wefley have, not Ajpajio only, but the Public alfo, 
receive ~is Dictates (tanqu.am a 'Tripode) as abfolu t4: 

O racles. 
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Orades.-F or here is onJiy bare Aifertion, or bare 
Denial, without any Vouchers, but his own Word, 
without any Authority, but his own Declaration. 

In Pjalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Cove• 
nant are circumftantially recorded, which were the 

Incarnation and Obedience of the eternal S 0 N. 
u A Body haft thou prepared me-Lo ! I come to 
'' do thy Will." " Nay, here is no Mention of 
'' any Covenant, nor any Thing from which it can 
" be inferred." How many Times Jhall I adjure thee, 
faid .Ahab to Michaiah, that thou tell me nothing but that 
which is true? And how many Times fhall I intreat 

1v1r. /;//cjley to object nothing, without affigning fome 
Reafon for his Objecrion? At leafi not to think of 
convincing my Judgment, and converting me to his 
Opinion b} a baref'J' fa.-But I have done-perhaps 
J have trefpaffed upon the Patience of the Reader, 
in exprefilng my Oifappointment fo frequently; per
haps I may a Ho bear too hard upon lVIr. f/7 ejlcy in 
afk ing for Proofs, when it may be no fmall Diffi
culty to produce them. To return-" Nay here is 
~' no Mention of any Covenant, nor any l~hin~ 
u from which it can be inferred."-That the Word 

Covenant is not mentioned is very true, that there 
is no Reference to any f uch Thing is not fo certain; 
Let us conftder the whole Paffage-" Sacrifice and 
" Burnt.-Offering thou diJfl not require:" If Sacri
fices and flain B~aih ai e not the Objt8: of the divine 

. Complacency, in what will the L 0 RD delight? 
'roe next Words d.:clare, '' A Bo<ly hafi thou pre
'' pared me:" Since the Law cannot be fulfilled 
without doing, nor J ufiice fatisfied without dying, 
" Lo ! 'l ('Ollle, fays tbe fecond Perfon in the 'TR I.

" N 11~ Y, t'J uud~· rt~ke both, fince chis U ndertak.,.. 
" ing 
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" ing mufl: be accomplifhed, by 0 NE who is finite, 
·" that he may die ; and infinite, that he 1nay con
" quer Death; I will accomplii11 it in the divine 
" and human Nature. For this Purpofe a BoCJy 
" hail: thou prepared me, in this Body lo! l come, 
" willingly 3nd chearfully I come, to perform, to 

'' fuftain, to fulfil ail ; and fo to do thy great, thy 
" gracious Will."-May we not rationally fuppofe 
·this fpoken by \Vay of (Refiipulation, or) Com
pliance with the FATH E R's Demands? That the 
Matter is thereby brought to a folemn ContraB: ? 

Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational Suppofi
tion, therefore gives us, upon the following Words, 
a perfeB:ly correfponding Comment. In the Volume 
of the Book it is written of me. " Which is no 
" other than a Bill, or Rull of Contratl between 

" the FATH E R and CHRIST; wherein is 
" fuppofed to be written the Agreement, prepara
" tory to that great Work of CHRIS 'T's 1 near
" nation, wherein He, undertaking to fulfil the 
" Will of G 0 D, to perform all allive, and alfo 
" all paffive Obedience, even unto Death, had the 
" Promife from G 0 D, that he lhould become the 
" Author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him.u 

'J'hus fays our learned Countryman. And what 
f~ys the blefjed Apofile? Whofe Expofition and Ap
plication of the Paffogc> , you feem to have forgotten , 
at le.dl: not to have thoroughly weighed. Having 
q uote<l ~he P~ffage, arg ueJ from it, and difplayed the 
Benefits obtained by this all-fufficient Propitiation, 
he adduces a Text from jeremiah relating to th is 
very Subje8, and exp)aiuing its Nature: Whereof 
the H 0 LY G H 0 ST alfo is a Witnefs; of what l 
of the ] ufiification and Sa.nllific;ation of S~noeis, 

both 
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ho,t.h founded on, both effetled by, the Sacrifice 
of the dying '] E S US. Tranfattions, which both 
the Prophet and the Apofl:le confider under the No.
~on of a Covenant, as js plain fro.m the following 
~otatiOiD, '' For after that he had faid before.) 
" t_h,is is the Covenant which I will make with them 

" · in thofe Days." Hence it ~ppears, that the Au
t.hor to the Flebrews faw fomething in the Worqs of 
the .Pfalm1fi, from which the Doctrine of a. Covenant 
might be inferred. 

Another Copy of this grand Treaty is recorded 
/fa. xlix. from the fidl: to the fixth Verfe. " I have 
'' read theJn but cannot find a \V ord about it in all 
" thofe V erfr:s ; they contain neither more nor lefs 
" than a Prediction of the Salvation of the Gen
" tiles.,., They contain a Predietion and fomewhat 

• 
n1or~, they defcribe the Way whereby this mofl: de-
firable Ev~nt ilia11 be brought to pafs. This the 
~ 0 R I) himfrlf declares :lhall be by vVay of Cove
pl).nt; " I will give tpee for a Covenant to the Peo

" ple."-This Verfe we may look upon as a . l(ey 
.tQ the preceding. It teaches us to confider them as 
defcr!ptive of the a~rgufi: Covenant; of its Efiabli£h
ment, its Parti~s, and its Terms : Indeed the Verfes 

,th~mfelves leq.d us to the fame View, for what is a 
Covenant ? A Contract, wherein a Condition is 
prefcribed; a Promife is made, and both are ratified 
py a mutual Agreement-The Condition is pre
!~dbed in thofo \V qrds; Thou art my Servant 0 
/frael *, in whpm I will be glorified. The Promife is 

* ljrael i$ the N?me of the Church, of~en given to her 
iQ this Prophecy, CHRIST and his Church, by Virtue of 
the U n~on bet we.en them, have the fame Names. As 
1he is fometimes called .by his Name, " The L 0 RD 
'" our Righteoufnefs ."_:...So he i~ here called by her Name 
/fra&I. See Jer. xxxiii. 16. 
· ,. made 
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made in thofe Words, Thou }halt raife up the Tribes 
Df Jacob ; reflore the prefarved of lfrael, and be my 
Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. The Agreement 
is f pecified or implied in thofe Words (I have fj>ent 
my Strength for no_ught, yet) furely my Judgment 
is with the L 0 RD, and my ll7ork with my 
GOD. 

The great /7itringa, after having expounded the 
whole Claufe, concludes in this Manner : " Ante
" quam ab his verbis, fenfu frecundiffimis, fummam 
" doCl:rinre Evangelicce complexis, difcedam, mo ... 
" nere velim, eadem dariffime 'deformare totum 
" myfierium conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem 
" & M,~ffiam filium ejus, in humana carne appari
~' turum, initre, perinde ac in locis qu;e ex: aliis 
" excerpo, Pjal. xl. 7. Zoch. vi. 13. Pater ut 
" Dominus, filio ut Meffi;e, offert gloriam longe 
" ampliffimam, mediationis & falvationis Judceorum 
" & gentium, qure gloria, omnium qme mentc con .... 
" cipi poffunt, efi maxima, fub lege five fub con
" ditione profundi.ffimi obfequii fervilis.; eaque 'fii .... 
" pulatio utrinque ratihabetur *9 

If 

* Pitring. in foe. Befon I leacve this P aragragh whicb 
is fa rich in Senft, and contains the every Sulftance of Ecvan
gelical DoElrine, I would obfereve that it mojl clearly and ex
aElly delineate; the myfierious Couefel of Peace, planned between 
G 0 D the FATHER, and hi; dz"vine SON. ·The FATHER 
as jitpreme L 0 RD, effers to his S 0 N the MESSIAH tht 
highefi Glory, that which jhall refult from jtljiij)'ing, /antli .. 
fying, and /acving, with an e:verlajiing Sa/.7)ation, both ]ews 
and Gentiles. CJ'his Glory, the greatefl which Thought can 
conceive, is propofed on the Terms, or under the Condition of 
his deep Humiliation, erµen to the State and Obedience of a 
Ser~ant. CJ he rwho/e paj}es into a falemn Contrafl, and is ra
tified on either SiJe. 

M Here 
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If upon a ftrickr Review, this Prophecy be founi 
~o exprefs no fuch Thing as a Covenant, I atn very 1 

willing to give up the Proof. So much the rather 
as it makes no Part of Afpajio's Difcourfe, is onlyjutl: 
mentioned in a Note ; and ft.ands not in the main 
Body., but only as a Corps de Referve. 

By the Covenant of Works, Man was bound to 
obey in his own Perfon.-Here you take .Afpajio up 
very fhort, and reply, " So he is under the Cove
" nant of Grace, though not in order to Jufiifica
" tion." This is the very T'hing he means. Nor 
t:ould you eafily have miftaken his Meaning if yoa 
had only done him fo fmall a Piece of J uftice as to 

Here our Author fobjoins an Extraft from f1:li rt'Wi:l 
a Rabbinical Treatife. Which is very remarkable; for 
fuch a Writer, fingularly juft; one of the moftcurious, as 
well as valuable Pieces of Je~uifo Antiquities that ever 
fell in my Way. I believe it will afford no unpleafing 
Entertainment, perhaps fame fpiritual Benefit to the Rea
der. For which Caufe I take Leave to tranfcribe it.
" GOD began to enter into a Covenant with the MES
" SI AH, and faid, MESSIAH, my righteous one, 
" the Sins of thy chofen People are likely to bring Thee 
" into a State of great Toil and extreme Affliction; ':fhy 
" Lip5 !hall tafle Gall, Thy Tongue fhall cleave to the 
" Roof of thy Iv1outh, Thy Body fuall be wafied with 
" ~orrnw and Sighing. ls thy Love to thy People in
.,, violable ? Art thou willing to refcue chem on thefe 
" Conditions ? If thou undertakeft their Recovery, well ; 
" if not, they are rejeEted from this Moment, and pe
" rifh for ever.-To this lVIESS f AH replied, LORD of 
" Eternity, I am plea fed with the Office, I accept thefe 
" Conditions; and am willing to undergo all Tribula
" tion, that my People may enjoy a RefurreEtion (to 
" the Life of Grace and the Life of Glory. )-Then faid 
" the holy, bleffed G 0 D, be it fo. Immediately the 
'' MESSIAH took upon him our Miferies, as it is written 
Ge in the Book of the Prophet lfaiah, He was oppreffed 
" :.rnd I-Ie was afiliCled.,, 

read 
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read the whole Paragraph, of which, fince you feem 
either willingly or through Inadvertence to be igno
rant, I will beg leave to tranfcribe it ;-" Between 
" the Covenant of \i\l" orks, and the Covenant of 

" Grace, this I apprehend is the Difference. By 
" the former, Man was indifpenftbly bound to obey 
" in his own Perfon, by the latter, the Obedience 
" of his SURETY is accepted inflead of his own. 

" - The Righteoufnefs required by both, is not fin
" cere, but complete, not proportioned to the Abi
" lities of fallen lVlan, but to the Purity of the Law, 
" and the lVlajefly of the LAWGIVER." Y eu 
fee the whole Argument turns upon a complete Righ
teoufnefs, fuch as fatisfies the Law, and is an ade

quate Ground for J ufiification: This, I imagine, 
fallen Man is not obliged by the Covenant of Grace 

to perform, if fo, we !hall be at a Lofs to find any 
fuch Thing as Grace; if fo, we can have no Hope 
of obtaining Salvation with eternal Glory. 1,here 

will be too much Reafon for applying to all Mankind 
thofe awful Words of the Prophet ; In the Day thou 
mayfl make thy Plant to grow, and in the lllforning thou 

may.fl make thy Seed to .flouri/h; but the Harvejl Jhall he 

a Heap, in the Day of Grief and de/perate Sorrow. 

Bleffed be G 0 D the mebncholy Strain is fuper
feded.-T'hough the Terms in the firft Covenant 
were a perfelt Obedience, though the Terms once 
fixed continue unalterable, yet in the new Covenant 

there is a Change and Subf!:itution as to the Perfor
n1er ; without any Reiaxation as to the Performance. 
Infiead .of perfonal Qbedience we are juftified through 
the Obedience of our l\1EDTATOR, We are mad~ 
the R.ghteoujnefs of G 0 D in him : That is, we are 

furnijhed with a Plea, as prevalent for our J-uftifica-

IvI 2 tion 
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tion and Admiffio1' into the divine Favour, as if we 
had rctainc l our I 1 no cncc untainted ; .rn<l in every 
Rcfi)cll conform <l ourfclvcs to the I icrhteoufnefs 
whi h the Law of G () J) nquircs .-1'hus the Sal
v:ition of , inners neither clafuc. with the l'ruth, 

nor i ntcrfcrcs with the J ufi1cc of the fupremc LE
(; I 'L/\'J'()R.-()n the contr:uy, it become a faith-

jid and j1:/t Procedure of the moft high G 0 D, to 
jufiify him thm /1e/i1' eth on JESUS. 

'f'hc Obedience of our Surety is accepted in
flcad of our own. " 'I hi is neither a fafc, nor a 
" fCriptuul Way of Spcaking."-'rh::it the Obedi
ence of CI IR l ~ 'T is accepted for our J ufl:ification, 
is a ])otl:nne wan .mtcd by Scriptu1e, it may there

fon very j ufll y be rcd~oncd a fcriptur:il Way of 
~p -.1 · incr. .i\n i if his (1bedicncc ts accepted for this 

Purpofi·, our o <111, wa it ever fo confi<lcrablc, could 
come in ~ >r no har • of th Work. Our own, 

thou~ h ever fo o-orgcoufly arrayed, mufi: fiand afidc, 
or be ;i{l into ~h.1dcs, jufi: as the tars hide their 
diminiihcd, or rather extino-uilhcd Head , when the 
Sun appear in his meridian Splendour, bccaufe 
the ()b ·dicncc of C 1IR1 Sr· is of infinite Dignity 

~rnd Value. And infinite Value is fuch, as not only 

tranfc~nds all other Ser ice , but renders them mere 
Nothings 

.. CJr. v. z 1. 1 h' is Dr. Doddridge's Interpretatioa 
of th P::iiI be; and it {peaks a noble, a joyful Truth, 
only it dul'S not c_ pre~ the whole Trnth. The Righ
tconfncfs of(, ( D I' mor than equivalent to untainted 
l nn ency • is more than t:rntamount to the moil pcrfott 
hum.111 Obt:dit:n -c. It i. a Rightcoufncfs of infinite 

ortl. f. r furp. Hiner the Integrity of Adam in p, r:idife, 
or t 11c . n' ity of Angel in Heaven. lt is a Gift, in, 
c 111} :lr bl)' yea, rncomprchenfibly a rcat, effi,acious.., 
l? lorious. 
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Nothings in the Comparifon. For this Reafon, the 
Apofile counted all Endowments, but Lofs for 
CHRIST, and the Prophet reprefents all Nations 
as nothing before G 0 D. 

" I would limply fay, we are accepted through 
" the Beloved."-lf you rightly underfl:ood what is 
meant, when the Apofile 1peaks of being accepted 
in the BELOF ED, you would have no Fault to 
find with Afpajio's Comment. St. Paul means we 
are accepted, not by any Obedience performed in 
our own Perfons, but folely by the Obedience of 
that infinitely excellent, and infinitc1y beloved ONE 
CHRIST ] ES US, whofe Righteoufnefs being 
imputed to us, and put upon us, caufes us not only 
to be pardoned, but to be highly efl:eemed, dearly 
beloved, and bleffed with all fpiritual Bleffings. 

Here I cannot but obferve, that you have changed 
the Apofile's Expreffion. He fays, " Accepted * in 
" the Beloved ;" you fay, " Accepted through the 
" Beloved." I am willing to believe this was an 
Overfight, you had no finifier Defign, but fiill I 
think you fhould take more Heed to your Pen, and 
not alter the infpired Word, le!l: you blemilh the 
Language, or injure the Senfe. Perhaps you will 
afk, What Difference is there between accepted 
through, and accepted in, the Beloved ? I will illuf
trate the Difference by a Similitude. A creditable 
Houfe .. keeper gives a good Character to a Servant 
that leaves him, by Virtue of which he is accepted, 
and admitted to fome other valuable Employ. This 
Character is his Introduetion, yet this makes no Ad
dition to his real Value. Acceptance through the 
Beloved, may import no more, than fuch an Ad-

M 3 million 
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m iffion through fuch a Recommendation. Whereas 
accepted in the Beloved, implies not on] y a recom
m endatory Paff port from CH R 1 ST, but a real 
U nion with CHRIS 'T, whereby we are incorpo
ra ted in to his facred Body, and partake as truly of 
his Righteoufnefs, as the Members partake of the 
Life which animates the Head. By this our Per
fons are really ennobled. 'This imparts the higheft 
Dignity to our Nature. We are not only recom ... 
,mend t d to, but rendered meet for, the Favour, the 
Complacency, the beatific Prefence of G 0 D, be ... 

ing one with 7 ES US, and therefore loved even as 
] ES US himfelf is loved * . 

'The fe cond Covenant was not made with Adam 
,fJf any of his Pofl-erity, b ut with CHRIST in 
thofe W ord3. '' For any Authority you have from 
H th efe Words, you might as well have faid, it was 

'~ made with the H 0 LY G H 0 S T."-No; 
CH R IST, n ot the HOLY GHOST, was t:he 

Seed of th e v\T oman.- 'This is an Anf wer much in 
your own Strain.-But let us confider farther. 

You al low, I prefume, that the fidl: Covenant 
was made with /luam , as our public fcederal Head 
- That all hi s Pofierity were included in it, being to 
Hand or fall toge ther with him : Herein, fays the 
Apo!tle, " .AJc.m was a Figure of him that was to 

" come." If fo, the fecond Covenant mufi be 
mad e with CI-IRIS 'T, as our public fcederal Head. 
H e and all h is Seed are included in it, and as it was 
impoffible fo r him to mifcarry, the] mufi be j oint 

Partakers of the Benefits . Accord i n ~ lv, he is fiiled 
0 " 

the 

~ John xvii . 2 3. They in me, fays our L 0 R D . 
T he, do re, on this Account , or viewed ~n t hi s Relajol)? 
'I bou ha;? lo•ved / Ivon, as f hou ha Jl lo7.Jtd 1w' , 
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the MEDIA TOR of the new Covenant, by whofe 
moll: acceptable and prevailing Interpofition, all its 
Ble.ffings are obtained : He is friled the Surety of the 
Covenant, engaging to pay the whole Debt for poo,r 
infolvent Creatufes ; the Debt of penal Suffering, 
a-nd the Debt of perfeB: Obedience.-The Tefiator 
of the Covenant, whofe are its Riches, and whofe 
are its Privileges, who has aJfo of his unbounded 
Goodnefs bequeathed them as fo many ineHimable 
Legacies to indigent Men. M ethi nks thofe .a re fuch 
charming Truths, fuch divinely comforta ble Doc
trines, that you ihould confider them thoro ughly be
fore you oppofo them, lefi: you do a g reater Act of 
Unkindnefs to your Readers, than that which is 
charged, though very inju.rioufly, upon ] ob: 'Thou 
ha.fl Jiripped the Naked of. their C/oqthing, and Jent 
lf/z'dows away empty. And when you are difpofed 
to confider thefe Points thoroughly, afk yourfelf this 
Qpefiion. Is it J?Offible to conceive that CH R 1 ST 
1hould be the MEDIA TOR, the Surety, the Tef
tator of the Covenant, if it was not made with him., 
and the Execution of it undertaken by him ?-Or, 
is it poffible to fuppofe, that the all -glorious S 0 N 
of G 0 D 1hould be the MED I AT 0 R, the 

Surety, the T'efiator of the Covenant, yet leave: 
others to perforrn the Conditi{)ns ? which are incom

parably the mofi important, intereil:ing,. and difficult 
Parts of the TranfaB.ion ? 

'' 'Thefe Words wete not fpoken to C 1-l RI S 'T, 
" but of Him." True, of Him as given for a Co
venant of the Peopl-e. " There is not the leaft In
" timati.on of any fuch Cove nant." You will not 
deny that CHRIST is fi gnined by the Seed of the. 
-Woman.-It is faid, H-e )hall; a Language expreffing 

M 4 Autho-
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Authority, and requiring Conformity, as CHRIST 
is the fupreme uncontroulab]e G 0 D, this could 
not be required ; and would never have been faid, 
without his actual Confent : Here then is implied 
his Approbation of the Office. It is farther faid, 
the Serpent lhall bruife his Heel.-He 1ha11 become 
incarnate, a·nd after a Life of much Sorrow, and 
many Tribulations, fball be put to a mofi: torment
ing Death.-Here is the Condition of the Covenant. 
It is added, he lhall bruife the Serpent's Head, £hall 
defi:roy the Works of the Devil, and repair the Ruins 
of the Fall, iliall deliver from the Wrath deferved, 
and recover the Inheritance forfeited.-Here is the 
Recompence or Reward of the Covenant. 

Should you afk; Is it fuppofable that Adam under
fl:ood the Words in this Compa(s of Meaning? Per
haps not. But if we do not underfiand them in a 
more exalted and extenfive Senfe, than our firft Fa
ther; what Advantage do we reap from the full Re
velation of the G ofpel ?-The full Revelation of the 
Gofpel, pours as much Light upon this, and other 
of the ancient Oracles, as the Experiments of our 
modern Anatomifl:s have poured upon the Strutl:ure 
and Oeconomy of the human Body.-This grand 
original 1"'ext, read with the Comment of the New 
Tefiament, fpeaks all that Afpafio has fuggefl:ed ; all 
that our fallen State could want, or our very Hearts 
can wilh. 

You have mufl:ered up feveral ObjeB:ions, yet 
there is Roo1n for more ; I will therefore for once act 
as your Auxiliary, and turn againfi .Ajpafio. " He 
" foppofes the Covenant to be made with CHRIST. 
" Whereas the Scripture reprefents the Covenant 
" as made with various Men, particularly and per-

7 " fona.11 y, 
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" fonally, in various Ages ."-True, it is recorded 
that G 0 D made a Covenant with Abraham, with 
lfaac, with ] acob, and with David the Father of So
lom'ln: But were they in a Capacity to enter into 
Coven ?~n t w ith their Maker; to fiand fo·r themfelves 
or be Surety for others ? I think not-The Paffages 
mean no more, than the L 0 R D's manifefiing, in 
an efpeci a1 l\llanner, the grand Covenant to them; 
ratif~1 i n6 and confirming their perfonal lnterefi in it, 
and fa, rhe1 allu ring them that CHRIST, the great 
Cove'1 ~1.nL Head, !hould be 0f themfelves, and fpring 
fro m th ,,i r ..;e::d. · 

1 'his accounts for that remarkable and fingular 
Mod e of Expreffion, which often occurs in Scrip
ture; I w ill make a Covenant with them; or, this is my 
Covenant wzth them.-Yet there foilows no mention 
of any Conditions, only a Promife of unconditional 

B1effings ; becaufe the former -have already been per
formed, and nothing remains but to confer the lat
ter; fo that the Meaning of the divine Speaker is, I 

will admit them to an lnterefl: in this Covenant, and 
make them Partakers of its P rivileges. ,, 

I lhould now conclude, but Mr. W ejley will not 

fuffer me to quit the Subject He farther infifl:s, 
" The Words manifeftly contain, if not a Covenant 
" made with, a Promife made to /ldam and all his 
'' Pofierity."-..lf not-He begins to hefitate in his 
Affertion; to flutluate in his Opinion; and I could 
hope, to fee his Mifiake.-" The Words contain a 
u Promife''-And have you never read, that the 
Covenant of G 0 D, or the various Renewals and 
Ratifications of the Covenant of Grace, are fiyled 
Covenants of Promife? Which confifi of pure Pro
mifes, and difpenfe free Gifts ? 

Obferve 
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Obferve the Tenour of the new Covenant, as it 
ftands engroffed by the Pen of Infpiration. This is 
ihe Covenant, which I will make with the Houfe of lfrael 
ttfter thofe Days, faith the L 0 RD, I will put my 
Laws into their Mind, and on their Hearts will I write 
them : .And I will,be to them a G 0 D, and they jhall be 
ta me a People. And they jhall not teach every Man his 
Neighbour, and every !Vian his Brother, faying, know 
the L 0 RD-For all /hall know me, from the leajl of 
them, even unto the greatejl of the.m.-Far, I wiLl be 
merciful unto their Unrighteou/nejfes, and their Sins and 
their Iniquities will I remember no more.-Where are 
)tour Conditions in this Draught ? Where are any 
Terms required of impotent Man ? Is it not all 
Promife_, from the Beginning to the End? That Re
pentance, and that Faith, for whofe Conditionality 
you plead, are they not both comprehended in this 
heavenly Deed? And comprehended under the Form 

of Bleffings vouchfafed, not of Tafks enjoined.
Does the Contract run in this Manner? I require 
and command. Oi: in this Strain. ? I grant and be
fiow. The L 0 RD fays, I will put my Laws; I 
will write them.-The Vv ork ihall not be laid on my 
Creatures,. but done by myfelf. They jhall be my 
Paople, and I will-reme11wer thq-ir- Sins no more. What? 
Provided they perform fuch and fuch Duties. I read 
no fuch Claufe. I fee no fuch Provifo.-All is abfo~ 
lutely free; dependent o.n no Performance of ours ; 
but flo.wing from fovereign, fupreme,, (elf-influenced 
Gcodnefs. 

J ufl: fuch is that delightful Declaration, I will 
JJZake an everlajling Coven.ant with the?.n,, that I will not 
t1Jrn 4way from them to do thtm g-ood; but I will put 
my Fear in their Heart, that they /ball not ·Jepart from 

6 me. 
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me.-What you call Conditions mufi be comprifed 
in my Fear. This is reprefented as a fingular Be
nefit, which G 0 D imparts; as a gracious Temper, 
which G 0 D implants; and both as dependent, not 

·on the Fidelity of Man, but on the Power and Ve

racity of G 0 D.-Another of your Conditions, I 
prefume, is, Perfeverance unto the End. This, in 
the Covenant of Grace, is not enjoined, but fe ... 
cured ; fecured, not by a fhiCl: Prohibition of Apof

tacy, but by the omnipotent Interpofition of JEHO
VAH. I will put my Fear; fo put my Fear into their 
Hearts., that they jhall not depart from me ; iball never 
draw back unto Perdition.-Thus the Covenant be
comes not tranfient, but everlafiing. Thus the 
Promife is not precarious, but fure to all the Seed. 
There feems to be as great a Difference, between 

this evangelical, and your legal Method of Hating 
the Covenant; between furpending the Benefits on 
human Endeavours, and grounding them on divine 
Agency, as between hanging the Anchor on the 
Top of the Maft, and fixing it at the Bottom of 
the Sea. 

Let me add one more Text, which now occurs to 
my Thoughts, Ye are the Children of the Prophets') 
and of the Covenant which GOD made with our Fathers,. 
faying, unto Abraham, and in thy Seed jhall all the Kin
dreds of the Earth be blejfed *· Here the Covenant 
is firf;l mentioned in general ; then particularly fpe· 
cified.-ln thy Seed Jha!/ all the Kindreds of the Earth
Be laid under Conditions ? Be obliged to execute 

~ . 
Terms? No; but, jha!/ be blej/ed. Bleffed with all 
Bleffings, temporal, fpiritua1, eternal -In thy Seed
That is in CHRIST-Without any Regard to 

~alifications 
AEts iii. 2 5. 
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Qialifications or Deeds of their own ; entirely by 
Virtue of an Interefi: in his conf ummately excellent 
Actions, and confummately precious Sufferings.
Then the Apofile fingles out one fpecial and difiin
guifhed Bleffing of the Covenant; a Converfion 
from Darknefs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
to the Service of G 0 D. Or, as it is expre.ffed in the 
following V erfe, .A turning from all Iniquity.-This 
is frill exhibited to our Contemplation, as the Fruit 
of the Covenant of Grace ; as the Thing for which 
it makes Provilion, not introductory to, but confe
quent upon, our Participation of it. 

If therefore, in (peaking of Holinefs and Obedi
ence, we reprefent them as the Promifes, rather 
than the Demands of the Covenant, we evidently 
follow the Apofile's Example. Were we to take 
the contrary Courfe, we lhould alt as prudently as 
the Sportfman, who, entering his Horfe for a Plate, 
chufes to have him walk backwards, rather than run 
forwards: Would this increafe his Speed? Would 
this help him to outfirip his Rivals ? or enable him 
to win the Prize ?-Shall we, in order to avoid the 
Charge of Antinomianifm rufh into this Abfurdity? 
1 am perfuaded you could not wilh to fee fo egregi
ous a Piece of Folly, even in your Enemy; much 
lefs in 

Your, &c. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R IX. 

RE v. s IR, 

I WISH you would confider with fome Attention, 
that emphatical Memento of the Apofile, Since 

ye knew the Grace of G 0 D in Truth. Here he inti
mates, that we may have a Knowledge of Grace, 
which is not genuine ; not free from corrupt Mix
ture, not true.-It may be fo difcoloured with Error, 
or blended with fo much of the Law, as no longer 
to appear like itfelf.-The Language of fuch Per
fons, is fomewhat like the Language of the lfraelitn,. 
after their Return from Captivity, who f poke neither 
the Hebrew, nor the HeatheniCn Dialect; but ex
preffed themfelves half in the Speech of Ajhdod, and 
half in the Speech of Sion. 

It is ~ue, fays Afpa}io, I cannot perform the Con
ditions.-" It is not true," fays l\!Ir. 117 tjley. This 
is pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in ef
fect, affirming, that a Man dead in rrrefpaffes 
and Sins is able to perform Conditions. Mr. Wejley 
is not aware, that " CHRIST firengthening us," 
is on(;! of the Benefits of the Covenant, compre
hended in thefe Words, I will put my Laws into their 
Minds. 

'' The Conditions of the new Covenant are, re
" pent and believe." It has been already £hewn, 
that they are reprefented by the H 0 L ~ G H .o ST" 

not 
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uot as Conditions, but as Bleffings ; not as Condi
tions required, but as Bleffings be:ll:owed ; not Con
ditions on which depends the Accomplilhment of the 
Covenant; but as happy Fruits, or precious EffeCl:s, 
of the Covenant; made, and making good to Sin

ners, who are wholly without Strength~ 
'Tis equally true, fays Afpajio, this is not required 

at my Hands. " 'Tis equally true, fays Mr. Wejley, 
" that is abfolutely falfe."-This is, doubtlefs, a 
home 1"'hruft.-It behoves us to provide fome Armour 

of Proof for our Defence ; and this the Scripture fur

nilhes abundantly. It furnilhes us with more than 
robur & tes triplex. The Scripture .fets forth J ufiifi-
-cation, Salvation, and all Bleifednefs, as Things 

perfell:Iy free; detached from all Works ; dependent 
on no Conditions, but the Gifts of fovereign Good

nefs, and infinitely rich Grace. 

Though you, Sir, treat Ajpafio in fo unceremoni
ous a Manner, we will be more complaifant; you 
1ha11 receive fuch Entertainment from us, as the 
King of Babylon's Ambaffadors received from Heze
kiah. We will on this Occafion, £hew you the Houfa 

of our precious Things, the Silver and the Vold, the 
Spices and the precious Ointment, and if not all, yet 

fome of the Houfe of our Armour*· 
We are faved, that is, we have all the Benefits of 

the new Covenant-By Grace-By Grace ye are 
faved.-lt is of Grace and no more of l47ork; .-lf/ho 
hath Ja-ved us, not according ttJ our Works, but according 

to his Purpofa and Grace t· 

• 2 Kings xx. 13. 
~ Tim~ i. 9. 

Freely 

t Eph. fo 5. Rom. x. 6. 
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Freely-Being jujlifted freely.-'The 'Things that ar~ 

freely given to us of G 0 D.-Whofaever will, let him 
take the Water of Life freely*. 

By Way of Gift-If thou knewejl the Gift of GOD. 
-'The Gift of G 0 D is eternal Life.-The free Gift 
came upon all Men, to ]ujli.fication of Life t. 

Without the Law-The Righteou/nefs of G 0 D 
~without the Law.-'That we might be jujlijied, not by 
.the Works of the Law.-lf the Inheritance were of the 
Law:J:. 

Not by Works-Not of Works, but of him that call
eth us.-Not by J/7orks of Righteoufnefs, which- we 
have done, but according to his Mercy he Javed us.-Not 
having mine own Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law II· 

By Righteoufnefs, not performed, but imputed
Faitb (in CHRIST, as our all) is imputedfarRigh
teou/nefs. - G 0 D imputeth Righteoufnefs, without 
Works.-To whom it (that is the l\tlerit of a dying 
and rifing SAVI 0 UR) }hall he imputed§. 

Not by guiltlefs Behaviour, but by Remiffion of 
Si'ns-Blejfed are they whofe Iniquities are forgiven, and 
iuhofe Sins are covered.-G 0 D was in CH R I ST, 
reconciling . the World unto himfelf, not imputing their 
'Trefpajfes unto them .-To give Knowledge of Salvation 
hy the Remilfion of their Sins +. 

Not each by himfelf, but a11 by one-They Jhall 
reign in Life, hy one CHRIST ']ES U S.-By th1 
Obedience of one, jhalL many be made righteous.-By one 

Offering, 

• Rom. iii. ~4· 1 Ccr. ii. 12. Rev. xxii. I 9. 
t John iv. 10. Rom. vi. 23. v. 28. j: Rom. 
iii.21. Gal.ii.16. iii.18 . l!Rom.ix.11 . 
Tit. iii. 5. Phil. iii. 9. § Rom. iv. 5, 6, 
23, 24, 25. + Pfal. xxxii'. I. 2 Cor. v. 19. 
Luke i. 77. 
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Offering, he hath perfitted for ever thofe that are 
/antlijied * . 

By Faith alone-Being jujli.fied by Faith.-A Man 
is jefli.fied by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law.
Through him, all that believe are jujlified from all 
crhings t . 

Not on Account of Faith, as a Condition per
formed ; but on Account of CHRIST., the Pearl 
of inefl:imable Price ; which Faith receives., applies, 
and ufes-Who has by himfelf purged away our Sins, 
hy himfeljjinijhed our Tranfgrejjions, made Reconciliation 
for our Iniquities, and brought in an everlefling Righte• 
oufnefs t. 

This is the Dotl:rine of Scripture. Becaufe it is 1 

pf the greatefi: Importance, you fee, with what Care 
it is fiatcd, and with what Copioufnefs difplayed, 
with what Zeal it is urged, and with what Vigilance 
guarded.-How folicitoufly the facred Writers ufe 
every Form of Speech that may exclude all human 
Works; may fet afide all Conditions and Pre-requi
fites, in order to fuperfede all Glorying, and afcribe 
the Whole of our J ufiification to the free Grace of 
GOD, and the fole Merits of CHRIST. 

After all thefe T'efiimonies of Scripture, lhaJI we 
ff ill maintain, that the Covenant of Grace confifis 
of Conditions ; depends upon Conditions ; is f uch as 
we cannot expect to have made good till certain 
Conditions are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled ? Da
gon may as well fiand in the Prefcnce of the Ark, as 
fuch a Notion in the Face of thefe evangelical l,cxts. 

:it Rom. v. 17. 18, 19. Heb. x. 14. 
v. 1. iii. 28. Alb xiii. 39. 
Dan. iJi:. 24. 

All, 

t Rom. 
t Heb~ i. 3. 
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All, a11 is free to us Sinners, though it was not 
free to CH RI ST our SA V IOU R.-He piid the 
Price. He performed the Conditions. If you would 
know what Price was paid ; what Conditians were 
performed, and on what 'Terms we inherit the Blef
fing; you, Sir, may receive Information from Mr. 
John Wejley, who fays, in his Comment ; " All the 
" Bleffings of the new Covenant are fecured to us 
" by the one Offering of CH RI S'I." According 
to this Commentator, they are not only procured for 
us, but facured to us. How could either of thefe be 
true-Much more, how could the latter be faC!
if the Bleffings were fufpended OIJ any Performance 
or any Acquifition of ours? If I am not to ~njoy 
them until I difcharge this or that Duty, they are not 
procured for me ; if I am not to enjoy them unlifs I 
become polfeffed of this or that ~ality, they are not 
fecured to me; not fecured to me, as the Efl:ate is 
to an Heir, even whilfi: he is a Minor, but only as 
the Prize is to a Racer, in cafe, by exerting his 
Speed and his Strength, he arrives firfi: at the Goal ; 
which was never yet called Security, but allowed to 
be mere Uncertainty. 

As to this Point, others may receive Infonnation . 
from the Prophet Zechariah. By the Blood of thy 
Covenant, I have Jent forth thy Prifaners out of the Pit. 
wherein was no Water*. Thy Prifaners, thofe wretched 
Creatures, who were in a State of Guilt, and under 
the Sentence of Death; fubjeB: to the Tyranny of 
the Devil, and liable to the Damnation of Hell. In 
this difmal State they were, as in a Pit unfathomably 
deep; from which there feemed no Poffibility of 

Efcape, nor any Method of Deliverance. A P it, 
N i_n 

! Zech, ix. 11; 
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in which there is no lf/ater, nothing but abfolute 
Mifery, without a Gleam of Hope, or a Drop of 
Comfort. I have Jent them.forth into a Place of Li
berty; where they obtain Pardon, and enjoy Peace, 
are fatisfied wi th the Plenteou!nefs of my Houfe, and 
drink of my Pleafures as out of a River. All this, by 
the Blood of thy Covenant.-Blood was the righteous 
'I'erm, Blood was the dreadful Requirement, even 
that infinitely precious Blood of CHRIST, on which 
the Covenant of our Freedom was eftabliilied, and 
by which its rich Bleffings are procured. Which is 
called thy Covenant *, 0 Daughter of Sion, thou 
Church of the Firfl:-born, becaufe it was made in 

thy Name; made with thy divine Surety, and for 
thy unfpeakable Good. 

rrhis is not only falfe, but " moft dangeroufly 
" falfe-If we allow this, Antinomianifm comes in 
" with a full 'ride." Pray, Sir, what do you 
mean by Antinomianijm ? Such a Contrariety to the 
Law, as debafe~ its Dignity; deprives it of its proper 
Ifonour and proper End t ? 

Surely then, not .//fpajio's'j but Mr. Wejley's Te
nets, are chargeable with this Kind of Heterodoxy. 
Since they would caufe the Law to be put off with a 
l\1ite, when Millions of Talents are its Due-Oblige 

.it to be content with errant Deficiency, when the 

mofi: 

* 'Thy Crn;enant. . The Words are not addre:ITed to 
CHRIST, but to his Church. As the Hehrew 11N being 
in the feminine Gender intimates. 

t The end of the commanding Law is Righteoufnefs, 
Rom. x. 4. The End of the violated Law is. Puniihment, 
<;al. iii. 1 o. Both thefe Ends are anf wcred by the Inter
pofition of an- obedient and crucified REDEEMER, but 
oµ no Qther S~heme, ~nci i~ np other Manner w hatev~.r. 
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moft finlefs Obedience, and the mofr exalted Per
feclion are what it demands. 

Do you mean by Antinomianifm, fuch a Contra
riety to the Law, as difregards its Duties, and vio
lates its Precepts? Then the Apofl:le Paul !hall reply, 
The Grace of G 0 D, which bringeth Salvation, hmh 
appeared unto all Men; teaching us, that denying [fngod

linefs and worldly Lujls, we jhould live foberly, righte
oujly, and godly.-The Grace of G 0 D, his infinitdy 
free Favour, of which we have a Specimen in the 
preceding Texts, which fcorns to b.e iliackled with 
Conditions, or meaniy dependent on htJman Endea
vours-This Grace, requiring nothing of the Crea
ture, but bringing Salvation, fpiritua] and eternal 
Salvation, finiilied by the incarnate CREA T 0 R, 
and free for the chic:fdt of Sinners.--This Grace 
being revealed in the Gofpel, being difcerned by 
Fai(h, and thus appearing in Lufir~, .and with 
Power, to al/ !Wen-To Men of every Rank, every 
Age, every Charatter; making no Difference be
tween the Servant and his Mailer, between the 
ruddy Stripling and the hoary Sire; between the vile 
Profl:itute and the chafl:e Vefial, but opening its in
exhaufiible 'I'reafures, to be received by one as well 

as the other-This Grace does what? " Caufe An
" tinomianifm," or prall:ical U ngodline[s, " to 
H come in with a fuH Tide?" ~ite the reverfe
It reprelfes it like an immoveable Barrier. It teachci 

"s to deny*, to renounce U ngodlinefs, all Ungodlinefi; 
N 2 not 

) 

=-- The Word is apnicra~evoJ, which does not fignify, to 
abolifu totally, or to deihoy utterly; but to difav"w 
~nd renounce, to refufe Admittance, or not to yield 
Compliance. There may b~, even in the Re.-::.enerate, 

fo.nc 
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not only external grofs Abominations, but worldly 
Lujls alfo, every vicious Inclination, and every ir
regular Defire. Farther, it teaches us to live foberly, 
with regard to ourfelves, righteoujly towards our 
Neighbours, and godly to our great CREA T 0 R. 

T'he original \Vord is particularly beautiful and 
fignificant, it is not TO!rrcrH, prefcribeth, by way of 
Rule, nor E?Tno:.cra-a, enjoineth, by way of Authority ; 
but uraid'Eve.:cr~, teacheth, by way of lnfl:rutlion, 
pointeth out the effectual l\1ethod of obeying the 
Precepts, and conforming to the Rule. A Tyrant 
may command his Slave to write, or make a Profici
ency in Writing. A kind Tutor forms him to it, 
fl1ews him how to do it, and renders, what other
wife would be an irkfome, perhaps an impratlicable 

- Tafk, both eafy and pleafant.-So this Grace clearly 
manifefled in the U nderftanding, and cordially ap .. 
prehended by the Will, renders every Duty of Ho1i
nef~ both pratlicable and pleafant ; it gives us a 
Heart, and a Hand, and Ability to exerci{e ourfelves 
unto univerfal Godlinefs. 

CHRIS 'I' has performed all that was conditi?n
ary for me, Jays A/pa.Jio. " Has he repented and 
" believed for you r' fays l\Ir. Wejley; a ~efiion 
already anfwered in the Dialogues.-\' No ; replies 
" Mr. fFejley, not anfwered, but evaded. He per
" formed all that was conditionary in the Covenant 
" of W arks, is nothing to the Purpofe, for we are 
" not talking of that, but of the Covenant of Grace.'' 
Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that you are greatly 
miltaken here, we are talking, at Jeafl: we ought to 
be talking~ of the Covenant of Works, when we 

talk 
{ome Remainders of U ngodlinefs, but inllaenced by 
Grace, they will confiantly turn a deaf Ear to it~ Solid~ 
rations .. or refolutely fay Nay to its Demands. 
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talk of the Covenant, which CHRIST came un
der. It was a Covenant of Works to him, which, 
by his Execution of it, became a Covenant of Grace 
for us. He became anf werable for our Debt, the 
J)ebt was exaCl:ed, without the leafr Abatement. In 
this Refpetl G 0 D /pared not his own S~n. And is 
not this the Tenour, are not fuch the Effects of a 
Covenant of Works ? 

CHRIS 'T is called the Surety of a better Covt• 
nant, that is, a Surety provided and admitted by a 
better Covenant: In this Peculiarity, infinitely mo
n1entous and comfortable, the new Covenant is better, 
becaufe it brings in a Subflitute, to difcharge what 
was contraCl:ed under the old, which neither provided,. 
nor allowed, nor knew any fuch Thing.-1 tis written, 
CHRIS 'T was made under the Law; therefore not 
under a Covenant of Grace. If you can £hew me, 
in the Conflruction of the Law, any Hint of Faith 
in the Merits of another, or any mention of Repent .. 
ance unto Life, I will retraCl: my Opinion, that 
CHRIS 'f performed whatever was conditionary ; 
I will do Honour to thofe g'enteel Expreffions, and 
fubmit to thofe cogent Arguments, " 'Tis not true
'' 'Tis nothing to the Purpofe-'Tis abfolutely falfe." 

" If CH RI ST's perfect Obedience be ours, we 
" have no more N ee<l of Pardon than CHRIST 
" himfclf. The Confequen(:e is good, you have 
" fiarted an ObjeCl:ion which you cannot anfwer.0 

-It is anfwered in the Dialogues-Whether in a 

fatisfaB:ory, or inf uffi~ient 1{anner, the Reader 

mufl: determine.-But fuppofe we admit the Confe
quence; it implies no more, than the Apofile af:.. 
firms-By one Offering he hath pc1fec?td for ever them 
that are fanllijied. Let me tranfcribe your own• Ex-

N 3 plication 
"' Explanatory Notes in Jg,, 
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plication of this Paffage.-" He hath done'' (ob
ferve, you yourfelf fpeak of CHRIS T's doing; 
in this Place only of CHRIS T's doing, yet I would 

not. be fo injurious to your good Senfe, as to imagine 
th;t you exclude his Suffering) " all that was need
'' fu1, in order to their full Reconr.:iliation with 
'' G 0 D." This Expofition I approve, as far as 
it goes, only you have omitted one very weighty 
Circumfiance, comprehended in the Word " ever;" 
by this doing and fuffering, Believers are fu1ly and 
perfectly reconciled, not for a Day only, or for any 
particular 'I'ime, but for ever. 'I'he Pardon is ir
revocable; the Bleffing unalienable. Not like the 

MfJon, which now waxeg, and .anon wanes, but like 
the Sun, which is always the fame; e\·er fhines with 
the fame Plenitude of Rays; and needs only to ap
pear, in order to appear unchangeably bright. 

This reminds me of a more direct Anf wer to 
your Difficulty. The repeated Pardon, which Be

lievers implore, is only a Witnefs -bearing to the 
Truth, or a repeated Manifefl:ation of it to our Con
fciences.-Will vou find Fa ult with this Dochine ? 

.I 

Might you not, for the very fame Reafon, fay, if the 
Atonement of CHRIS T's Death, was abfolutely 
perfeet, there could be no Need of his-Interceilion 
at G 0 D's right Hand? Yes, for the aetual Appli
cation of the great Atonement, and the continual 
Communication of its happy ~ruits, this Interceffion 
is neceffary. So, though our J ufiification is com
plete, though our Sins have all been laid upon our 
L 0 RD; and are not ~ to be done away by fome 
Duties of our own, but already done away by the Sa
crifice of HIMSELF; yet the Application of this 

Bleffing, the Revelation of it to-our Hearts, is daily, 
houfly, 



tet. IX. Reverend Mr. WESLEY. i83 
hourly, inceifantly needful. Therefore he faith~ 
fpeaking of his Vineyard the Church, l will water it 
every Moment.-·· Whereby? In what Manner? What 

fpiritual Bleffings correfpond with, watering the 
thirfiy Soil ?-The Difcovery of complete Pardon, 
of complete Acceptance, 0f complete Salvation in 
CHRIST. This will make the Soul like a watered 
Garden-This will cau[e Joy and Holinefs to blof-
fom as a Rofe. . 

Both the Branches of the Law, the preceptiv:: and 
the penal, in the Cafe of Guilt contraB:ed, muft be 
fatisfied. " Not fo.,'-If not, one of them mufl: 
pafs unfatisfied, and unfulfilled. vVhereas, our 
L Q,R D declares, that Heaven and Earth Jha!I paft 
away, fooner than om ]ot, or one 'Tz'ttle of the Law 

/hall fail of its Accompli!hment. Will you under
take to prove, either that the preceptive, or elfe that. 
the penal Part of the Law, does not confl:itute fo 
much as one Jot or one Tittle of its Contents? Then, 
and then only, your Affertion may confifi With our 
L 0 R D's Declaration. This will be an Under
taking as adventuro.us as your next is difinge
nuous. 

" Nat fo, CHRIST by ~is Death aior1e ( fo our 

" Church teaches) ful1y fatisfied for the Sins of the 
" whole W orld.''-By his Death alone, that is, in 

Contradiflinllion to all human Works, as efficien~ 

or adjutant Caufes : Fully fatisjied, that is, without 
having, and without needing the Concurrence of 
any human SatisfacHon. It is fpoken in Oppofition 
to our E .ndeavours, not to his own mofi glorious 
Obedience. But do you really want to be informed 
that our Church means no fuch Thing, as you would 
infinuate? Have yo.u never heard her profefs, and 

N 4 require" 
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require to believe, what .Afpajio maintains ? If not, 
be pleafed to read the Qyotations from her Homilies, 
which he has produced, Vol. JI. Pag. 316, 31 7 *. 
Read thefe, and I cannot but think, you have Mo
defiy enough to blufh at an Attempt, to palm upon 
the Public, fuch an apparent Mifreprefentation of our 
venerable Mother. 

'' The fame great Truth is manifefily taught in 
" the xxxifi. Article."-What? That CHRIST~ 
by his Death alone, or by fhedding his Blood alone, 
without fulfilling the Law perfeflly, fatisfied for the 
Sins of the World ? Then the Articles and the Ho
milies mofi: flatly contradict one another.-U pon this 
you afk; " Is it therefore fair, is it honeft, for any 
" one to plead the Articles of our Church in De
" fence of abfolute Predeftination !" Indeed, Sir, 
I know not what you mean by this Interrogatory, 

or 

• As this Pamphlet may poffibly fall into the Hands 
of fome Perfons, who have not the Book, entitfd 'Ib~ron 
and Aj'pajio; I will, for their Sakes, tranfcribe one ·of 
the Teftimonies, to which we are referred. 

In the Homily concerning the Salvation of Mankind, 
we read the following Words.-" The Apofile toucheth 
" three Things, which mufl: go together in Jufiification. 
" On G 0 D's Part his great Mercy and Grace. On 
" CH RISCf's Part, the Satisfaction of G 0 D's Jufiice, 
" or the Price of our Redemption, by the Offering of 
" his Body, and fhedding of his precious Blood, with 
" fulfilling of the Law perfectly. On our Part, true 
" and lively Faith in the Merits of JESUS CHRIS Cf, 
" which yet is not ours, but by GOD's Working in us." 
You fee, according to the Judgment of our Reformers, 
not only the Offering of CHRIST's Body, and the Shed. 
ding of CHR!ST's Blood, but alfo his perfetl fulfilling 
of the Law, are the adequate Price of · our Redemption:. 
Yet Mr. IF fjlq is plea fed to exclude the latter; and ven. 
tures to affirm that he has the Authority of our Church 
for {uch an Opinion, and for fach 11. Practice. 
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or at what you aim. Does .Afpajio plead the Arti

cles for any fuch Purpofe? Not that he 1hould be 
afraid, in Cafe there was an evident Occafion, to 
.advance fuch a Plea, and perhaps might put Mr. 
W ejley to greater Difficulty than he is a ware of, in 

order to elude the Force of it.-But he does not in 
this Place come within View of the Poi6t; nor fo 
much as remotely hint at it. No, nor in any Pan 
of the three Volumes, does he once touch upon ab
falute Predejlination, much lefs does he plead the Ar
ticles of our Church in its Defence. So that your 

inferential Word " therefore~" is a Conclufion with· 

out Premifes. 

Abfolute Predefiination is a Phrafe not to be 
found in a11 the Dialogues, or in any of ihe Letter~s~ 
But it is a Phrafe which l'vir. lf/ejley thinks to be 
alarming and difgufiing, on which l\1r. lf'ejlry has 

learned to fay many horrible and fhocking Things ; 

therefore be it right or wrong, be it true or falfe, 

.Afpa.Jio {hall be charged with the obnoxious Expre f
fion.-When he mentions Prcdefiination, it is in 
the very Words of Scripture; without dwelling 
tipon the Subject; without refling his Caufe upon 

it; without attempting either to explain, or to efia
bli£h it. 'I'his he ]eaves, and ever will leave, to 
clearer Heads and abler Pens.-As to your " abfo
" lute," this is not what Afpaflo fpeaks, but what 
Mr. If/ ejley would make him fpeak, a \Vor<l, which 
in this Conneetion he never ufed, nor fo much as 

1 dreamt of ufing, for which Reafon, I call it, not 

his, but yours.-May I not then retort your own 
Quefl:ion? And afk, is it fair, is it honeft, to put in

to your Friend's Mouth Words which he never ufed, 

and then exclaim a~ainfi them ? 
What 
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\\That follows in this Paragraph is prodigious in

deed, " Seeing the xviith Article bearly defines the 

" Tenn ;". that is; the Church does not believe 

the Doctrine, nor reqtiire any fuch Belief from her 

l\1embers? \Vhy then does !he felelt it for one of 

the Articles? Why pronounce i(agreeable to GO D's 
\Vord : vVhy forbid Difputation againfl: it? Pity, 
but we had been acquainted with this fine Diitinll:ion 

v•hen we were Students at Oxfar·d-vVe then de

clared our Approbation of the academical Statutes; 

we en a::w ed to obferve them al1, and confirmed our 
b 0 

En a an-ement with an Oath.-Bu.t how ea:fily rnio-ht 
b 0 b 

we have e luded the O bligation, if, when cal!ed up-

on for Conformity and Obedience, this Salvo had 
come in to our Heads; " The Univerfity does not in 

" th de Statutes, fet forth our Duty, but barely de

'' fin es the Terms; !he does not infift upon a Con

" formity, but on:y Bourifhes a little upon Terms, 

" and leaves us to obey or difobey, as we £hall fe el 
,, ourfelves inclinec." 

H Barely defines the Term, without either af

" firmin g or denying the Thing.:'-How ! Does 

fne not affirm the Thing, when fhe fl:iles it an ex
cellent Benefit of G 0 D ? l)eclares: it to be full of 
fweet, plcnfant, and un//i eal.:able Comfort to the God
ly ? That it gu ady ejlabli/ht s and confirms their Faith 
ef eternal Sah;ation, and j~·rvcn tly kindles their Love 
towa.rtL GOD? "Not affirm the Thing !''-\Nhcn 
ibe e:xprd1y afcribi:s fuch Fruits and Confequents to 
it! This is not only affirmin g, but ~mrrriing with 
the highefi Approbation, like proclaim ing the King., 
and pl acing the Crown upon his Head. 

Jn one Part of your P rt/a1;ati·ve, you enumeratr~ 

and very properly difplay, what yo u call " the five 
- " B ene-
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'' Benefits of Bapti!m." Suppofe af/2.}raler, updn read
ing this Paffage_{hould fay,~' Friend lf/ejley, thou barely 
" defineft the Term, thou neither ailirmeH: nor de
" niefi: the Thing-This is no Proof that thou thy
" felf believefi: a 'Tittle of \V ater Baptifm, or would
" efr have thy Readers believe the Reality of any 
" fuch Ordinance." Should the 2?1,wker argue thus, 
he would argue jufi like yourfelf. . But I apprehend 
he would not be fo boldly difingenuou~, he would 
rather. confefs; '' Friend ']elm doth certainly main
" taln and believe thefe 'fhings; but his Opinion 
" is rnifl:aken, and his Arguments are inconclu 
" five." " The xxxifi: Article tGtaily overtbrovv~ 

'' Predeftination, and razes it from the Foundation."' 
If fo, it makes one Article contradiB: another: Con
fequently, weakens the Authority, and undermines 

the Credibility of them all. In thi~ Article are two 
Points more particularly proper for our Enquiry .. 
The great Salvation, and the Numher of the Sa·ved
I cannot but query, whether you believe the former; 
or rightly underfiand the latter? 

The great Salvation, expreffed in the follmving 
Words ; " The Offering of C I-1 RIST once made, 
'' is that perfeB: Redemption, Propitiation, and Sa
" tisfaClion for all the Sins of the whole World., 
" both original and actual." If I take thefe Vl ords 
as I am enjoined, in the literal and gramm3tical 

Senfe, I muft believe, that CHRIST engaged to 
fatisfy ofFended J ufiice, for every Sin which I have 
committed, or !hall commit, throughout my whole 
Life. My paft Sins at that Time, had no more Ex
ifience, than my future Sins have at this Hour, but 
both were equa1ly laid upon my L 0 RD. 

I-laving 
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Having undertaken this greateft of all Works, I 

n1ull believe that he fully acrompliihed it; and, ac
tually fati sfied for all my Tranfgre.ffions, of every 
Kind and every Date.-A Po.ffibility, or mere Chana 
of being redeemed, can never be reckoned a perfetl: 
Redemption ; neither would our SAVI 0 UR have 
paid down a pofitive Price for a precarious condi
tional Good, much lefs would he have paid an im
menfe, an infinite Price, upon a bare Uncertainty, 
whether it !hould take any Effect, or ever obtain 
its ddired End-I believe therefore, that the Satif
fatl:ion is made for me, that G 0 D has received the 
:all-fufficient Atonement in Behalf of all my Provo
cations, and that there is no more Ground of Con
Jemnation for me a vile Sinner, than there is Room 
for the Profecution of an Infolvent, all whofe Debts 
1.u-e defrayed, even to the very lafi: Mite. 

1-he Number of the Saved, exp reffed in th of e
W ords-The SinJ of the whole H/orld. This I ac
knowledge to be the Language of Scripture; and I 
promife myfelf you will bear with me, while I of
fer my 'I'houghts, concerning the Occafion and the.. 
Import off uch Language. 

In the Antediluvian and Patriarchal Ages, the 
LORD ] EH 0 VA H confined his Favour to a 
few particular F amilies.-When he formed his IJ
rael into a Commonwealth, he chafe them to him
felf, and feparated them from all other Nations. 
To them he gave his Oracles, his Ordinances and 
his Covenants, yea, he honoured and indulged them 
with his divine Prefence : In this the lfraelitts glo
ried ; they appropriated this Privilege to themfelves, 
and held other People at a Diftance, looking upoa 
them as Strangers, anJ without GOD in the World; 

henc~ 
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hence that chofen Seed I pares not to fay, " We are 
" thine; thou never barefi: Rule over them ; they 
" were not called by thy Name." -At the Com
mencement of the MESS I A H's Kingdom, the 
L 0 RD purpofed to change the Scene, and vary 
the Difpenfation, by admitting both 'Jews and Gen
tiles to an Intereft in the great Salvation ; as they 
were equally chargeable with Sin) and equally liable 
to the Curfe, they fhou Id now fian<l Hpon a Level ; 
be equally Sharers in that divine SAVI 0 UR, who 
fubmits to be made Sin, and to be made a Curfe for 
both alike. This the H 0 LY G H 0 ST expre!ly 
and repeatedly"promifcd, lie (that is, the REDEEM~ 
ER which is to come ) }hall /peak P tace unto the Hea

then; His Dominion jhail be from Seo, even to Sea, 

and from the Rh:er even to the End of the Ear-th. 
Notwithil:anding fllch Prophecies, and fuch Pro

mi[es, our L 0 RD himfelf, when be entered upon 
his Minifl:ry, alled a difcriminating Part, and kept 
up the Pm titian !Yall; in PurCuance of that Deda ... 
ration, I am not Jent, but unto the loji Sheep of tb~ 
Houfe of lfrael. \Vhen he fent forth his Difciplt' '.: 
to preach and to teach, he gave them alfo a Com
tnand to fhew the fame partial Regard ; Go ye not 

into the lf"ay of the Gentiles. This Conduct of our 
L 0 R D, both under the old 1~efiament and th<!' 
new, confirmed the 'J~ws in their felf-Rattering No
tion, that they were, and ever fuould be, a favourite 
Nation, and a pecu1iar People. The Gentiles on 
the other Hand, were no lefs difcouraged; appre
hending that as they were, fo they ever :fhould be": 
Aliens from the Commonwealth of lfrael. But in or

der to convince the Jews of their Miil:ake, in claim
ing the Bleffing of Abraham to themfelves, and ii~ 

order 
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order to a!Ture the poor difcarded Gentiles that they 
:lhould be Fell.ow-.l-ieirs and of the fame Body; our 
I_,/ 0 RD, in his laf1: Charge to his Apofiles, alters 
the Stile of his Commiffion, and enlarges the Sphere 
of their f~ veral D ,partments. It is now no longer, 
Go not into the lf/ay of the Gentiles, but quite the re
verfe, Go teach all }lations, all the IForld, yea, and 

every Creature, whofoever btlie-veth, whether Jew or 
Gentile, j/Ja!L be Javed. 

Still th1~ J ews -.,vere hardly induced to give the right 
Hand of Fcllowf11ip to their Brethren the Gentiles
For St. Peter cries, w.i(h fome Indignation; Not fa, 
L 0 RD. Still the Gentiles, hardly perfuaded that 
thev fhould be Partakers of the Grace, reafoned 

J 

againil themfclves; The L 0 RD hath utterly Jepa-
ratt·d me from his People. 1-"'herefore the L 0 RD, 

to intercept all the defponding Objedions of the lat-

ter, and to bring down the high di fdainf ul Imagina-
. tions of the former, declares in a V aricty of Pl aces~ 
that the Difference no longer fubfifts, that CliRIST 
ha'.) t.hrown down the Partition Wall, and laid all 
pbin anJ common, and free.-Though the giving 
of the Law pertained to If·ael only, the L 0 RD 
']ES US gave himfelf a Ranfom for ALL PE o PL E~ 
']'hough the pafchal Lamb extended its Influence 

only to the Circumcifion, the LAMB of G 0 D is 

a Propitiati:m for the Sins of the whole 11/orld, even 
hou0h it be not circumcifed. And now G 0 D 

c 

would have all Men, whether bond or free, ]ews 
or Gentiles, Creeks or Barbarians, to be faved, by 
coming unto the Knowled6e of the Faith. 

This Accourit gives us the true Caufe, and points 
out the intended U fe, of fuch univerfal Phrafes. 

']~hey are calculated to abate the Pride of the Jews, 
to 
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to encourage the defpifed Gentiles, and by excluding 
none, they give Encouragement for all to come, be
caufe, though every individual Perfon will not be 
faved, yet whofoever cunuth jhafl in no wife be wjl out. 
-By this Interpretation , the Phrafe is neither' in

confifient with other Texts, neither docs our Church 

contraditl: herfelf. 
Upon the whole, you will pleafe to ohferve, that 

I iliould never have touched upon this Subject, had 

not your Objections, far fetched and forced a's they 
are, given me a Kind of Challenge. And now I 
have touched upon the Subjeet, it is not as a Cham

pion for the Caufe, but only to fhev~ the Weaknefs 
and the Inconfifiency of· your arguing, how little 
you avail yourfelf even on c. Point, where you think 
Oppofition vtiin, and your Arm irrefifiible. 

~' Believers, who are notorious Tranfgrdfors in 

" themfelves, have a finlefs Obedience in CHRJST ;" 
this Paffage you feleet as faulty, I prefume, be
caufe it is oppofite to your favourite Tenet, " Per
" fellion in perfo.:ial Ho! inefs. ''-By notorious, I 
mean acknowledged, confefled, indijputably fuch. If 
you are not fuch a ·rranfgreiTor, why do you daily 
confe[s yourfelf " a miferable Sinner?" Why do you 
acknowledge, that you are " tied and bound with 
" the Chain of your Sins," and declare before all 
Men, that " there is no Health in you ?" All this 
Mr. Wcjley fpeaks wich his Lips, and I would·hope, 

believes in his Heart. Yet all this does not amount , 
" to a notorious Tranfgreffor." Pray then, good Sir, 
inform us, . what Sort of Tranfgrcffor is defcribed by 
all thefe Exprefiions. , 

You cry out, " 0 Syren Song !" The Pfalmifl: 
would have taught you a bet~er Exclamation. If 

7 this 
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this is the Cafe, let us rejoice with trembling-Are 
we notorious Tranf gre:lTors in ourfelves ? The Con
fcioufnefa of this is the firongefi: Motive to Humili
ty-Have we a finlefs Obedience in CHRIS 'T? 
The Belief of this is an abundant Source of Joy. 
\Vhen you add " pleafing Sound to James lf7heatly ! 
" 'Thomas /f/illiams ! James Reily!" I am quite 
allumed of your Meannefs, and grieved at your un
charitable Ralhnefs. How unworthy is fuch a Pro
cedure, either of the Gentleman, the Chriflian, or 
the l\Ian of Senfe ! Unworthy the Gentleman, to 
fiigmatize by Name, and expofe to the mo{t public 
Infamy. Unworthy the Chr!Jlian, whofe Charity 
concealeth, rather than divulgeth and proclaimeth 
upon the Houfe Tops.-Unworthy the Man of 
Senft, who knows that the Mifcarriages of a Pro
feffor, are no Argument againfl: the Soundnefs of a 
DoB:rine ; if they were, would not your own Prin
ciples totter? Nay, how could Chrifiianity itfelf 
ftand l 

Elijah failed in his Refignation, and even Mofas 
himfelf fpake unadvifedly with his Lips. " It is 
u true, fays Mr. W ejley. But if you could likewife 
" fix fomc Blot upon venerable Samuel, and beloved 
" Daniel, it would prove nothing." 1 have no De
fire to fix a Blot, but if I find it in the moft accom
pliilied CharaCl:er, this proves the Propofition, which 
.llfpajio maintains ; " That the very bell: of l\!len 
" fall ihort, that the very heft of Men will be found 
~' guilty, if tried by the righteous Law-That the very 
" befi: of Men, have nothing more to plead for Ac
" ceptance with the HIGH and H 0 LY one ; than 
" the Criminal, who Yefierday murdered his Be
" nefattor; To-morrow is to be executed for his 

" Crime, 
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" Crime, and is now fl ying to the Redemption that 
" is in CHRIS 7- '] E S US for the Chief of 
" Sinners." 

"No Scripture teaches that the Holinefa of Chrif
" tians is to be meafured by that of any 'Jew." I 
{hould be afraid to advance fuch a · Pofition, after 
having read that general Exhortation, Be )'e Followers 
of them, who through Faith and Patience inherit the 

P1·omifes ; and thofe more particular References to 
the ancient Saints, comprifed in the eleventh Chapter 
to the H ebrews. \Vere not they ]ews? Does not 
the Apoftle propofe them as Patterns for our Imita 
tion? Ts not this his Language, let us alfo in Con
formity to their Pra8ice ?-The Spirit of CHRIST 
was in them ; and '' they obtained, (even from the 

" f upreme JUDGE) a good Report." Agreeabl y to 
this divine 'fefiimonial, we are di i-eeced to learn 
from /lbel, a fiduciary D ependence on the great 
Atonement; and from Enoch, a Life of Commu
nion with a reconcil ed G 0 D. The Prophets are 
recommended to our Contemplation, as "Examples 
" of . fuffering AffiiB ion, and of Patience." Eli
jah is fet before us as an fn fta nce of perl~vering and 
f uccefsful Prayer: And we are directed to walk in 
the Steps of our Father A braham's Faith. This was 
the Counfel of an Apoit le to others; this was the 
Aim of an Apoftle with rega rd to him fe lf; therefore 
I think, it can neve r be un worthy of you, or unf.t 
for the moft advan.ceJ am ong your Difciples. For 
my Part, I fh al 1 reckon m yfe l f truly h2 ppy ; I ihall 
blefs the Day , \vh er·eon I w:is born; i f I may but 
be enabled to fo ll ow the F cod1eps of t ;1efe illufi rious 
Leaders, though 

·- - ]/;;n paJ!ihus tejui.r. 
() 
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That Chrifiians ought to rife above the Level of the 
common ]ews, I freely ovvn. Mr. ff/ ejlcy's l\1ifiake 
feems to lay in confounding the common with the un

common, in not difcerning the Difference bet\veen 
any and every ; between fame an.cl all. Some Jews 
were bleffed with extraordinary Endow.ments, they 
had diftinguilhed Com1nunicati0ns of the Spirit of 
Wifdom and Holinefs. They were as the " Stones 
" of a Crown, lifted up as an Enfi.gn upon his 
" Land." 1'heir great Achievements and eminent 
Attainments are defcribed in the aforementioned 
Chapterj which may truly be ftiled the Golden Le
gend; great '"fhings impoffible to Flefh and Blood, 
they both performed and fuffered. Such as characte
rife a Saint of the highefi: Rank.-To imitate thefe 
is the Duty of all Chrifrians ; to equal them· is t~ 
Privaege of few. 

Let me illujlrate this Sentiment; the Reader, I 
apprehend, will hardly think it needs Confirmation.
Every Graduate in the U niverfity, much more every 
l\!Iinifier of the Gofpel, ought to exceed the School 
Boy in Learning and Knowledge.-Yet there have 

been School Boys with whom· few Minifters, and 
fewer Graduates, will venture to compare them
felves. A recent Infian{:e of this Kind, we have 
in the famous Baratier. This wonderful '{outh 
when he was but four Y cars old, fpoke French to 

his, Mother, Latin to his Father, 1-li~~h Dutch to his 
·Maid. At the Age Df fix, he explained the Hebrew 
Text, as ready as if it had been his n·ative German. 

When other Lads are fcarce able to read with Flu
ency and Propriety their mother Tongue, he wa~ 

not only acquainted with, . but i'v1afier of, five feve

ral Languages. In his eleventh Year he publifhed a 
learned 
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learned Latin DHfertation, and tranflated a Book of 
Travels, out of Hebrew into French. While a mere 
Boy he was qualified to difpute with Profeffors of the 
Sc iences, was honoured with a Seat at an ecclefiaf

tioal Synod, and admitted to the Degree of DoB:or 
in Philofophy. Upon this Narrative I fhall only 
obferve, that many of the Jews, whofe Names are 
immortalized in Scripture, were, in Faith, in God
linefs, and a11 that is exemplary, fo many Baratiers. 

" Do not the befi of Men frequently feel Difor
'' der in the ir Affections ? Do they not often com
" pla in , when I would do good, Evil is prefent 
" with me ?" " I believe not." What a Proof is 
here ! How well .fuited to its Office; which is to 
.con troul the Current, aud over-rule the .Evidence Qf 
ancient and modern Confent. But why don't you 
.believe what Afpafa fuppofes ? Is your Difbelief 
grounded on Fact? Are you acquainted with any 
People, who . feel no Di ford er in their AffetHons ? 
vVho always do good in the completefl: Manner? 
And never have Evil prefent with them? If fo, 
what are their .Names? Where do they live? We 
would go many Miles to fee them. You have no 
Ave:rfion to the Mention of Names, when Cenfur,e 
is the Motive, . and public Difgrace the EffeCt, wh.y 
fho ulr.1 you be fo reluCtant, when Honour and difl:in
guifhed RefpeCt would be the Confequence ? 

Do they not fay, we groan, being burdened with 
the Workings of inbred Corruption ? " This 
" is not the Meaning of the Text. The whole 
" ·Context £hews the Caufe of that Groaning was 
" their long ing to be with CHRIS 'T." You need 
not . on this Occafion rummage the Context, or take 
a Journey to find what is 2t your Door. The Sen-

() 2 tence 
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tence ltfelf !hews, as plain1y as Words can !hew, 
the Caufe of their Groaning. We groan, it is not 

,i"aid becaufe we long to be with C 1-1R1 ST. 1'h.,i~ 

might be a Truth; but this is not the Caufe af
figned, '' We groan becaufe we are burdened/' 

"-' 

· Burdened with what? Afpa_Jio anfwers with a Body 
·of Sin and Dooth, or with what the Apofile hirn
·fclf fiile:> -ro O,,,'l)1011. This, whatever it means, was 
the Load that encumbered them, oppreffed them, 
-and made them figh ardently fbr Deliverance. 
Does not this fignify all the Infirmities and Diforders 
of the prefent mortal State? Among which the fad 
Effe8:s of inbred Corruption, are none of the leafl:. 
rfhe!c gave thofe magnanimous, but pious Souls, 

- 1nore Uneafinefs · than all other Kinds of AffiiB:ion 
. whatever *. 

l ""'he Cure of-Sin will be perfe8ed in Heaven. 
" Nay, furely in Paradife."-A/pajio knows no 
'Difference between Paradife and Heaven; Paradife 
is the Kingdom where CH RI S'r reigns; and is 

, not this Heaven? Paradife is the Region where the 
~ Tree of Life grows ; and is not this I-leaven ? Hea
, ven denotes tbe Place, Paradife defcribes its Na
~ ture, a Plate of confummate Blifs and abfolut~ Pfr
. fellion, where is the Fulnefs of Joy and Plea-

fure 

·" " We groan, being burdened., with a S·enfe of our 
,,, fpiritual lufirmities, and with the Workings of in
'' bred Corruption." This is Ajpajio's Interpretation. 
'" We groan, being btlrdened with numberlefi Infirmi
"' firmities, Temptations and Sins." This is Mr. ft/7lj. 
ley's Interpretati (_·n in his Expofitqry Notes on the New 
Te!lament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms.
It is faid, I think of Ijhmael; His Hatid rr.~i/J be agai11Jl 

·e,;ery Man. M.r. Wefley goes a Step farther. His Hand 
·.is axai.nft ~irefu/h a>S weltas again'l every Body dfe. 
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fure for evermore.-However, if it can be proved, 
that they are different Abodes, and imply different 
States "' ; then /ljpafi~ would be underfiood to fay, 
the Cure of Sin is completed in Paradite ; or as foon 
as the Believer drops his Fle!h, and enters the invi
fible World. 

'rhis (a perfect Conformity to G 0 D) is a no
ble Prerogative of the beatific Vifion. " No;' ' 
fays Mr. IVejley. Though St. J ohn , one would 
think, had fettled and afcertained this Point beyond 
all ContradiB ion-lf/e /hall be like him, for we }hall 
fee him, as he is.-" We iliall," which intimates, 
that at prefent we are not perfectly like him-" For,'' 
which denotes the efficient Caufe of this Advance
ment and Felicity ; thi~ complete ·rransformation 
into the divine Image-" We fhall fee him," no 
longer through a Glafs, but Face to Face. \Ve 
!hall receive the clearefi Manifefiation of his ineffa
ble Ho1in efs and Glory, which will have jufi the 
fame Effect upon our Souls as the imprinted Seal has 
upon th e me! ting \Vax. 

" It would then come too late. If Sin remains 
' ' in us till the Day of Judgment, it will remain 

0 3 " in 

"'' St . Paul, Tam aware, fpeaks of Heaven and fpeaks 
of Paradife, z C:;r. xii. z, 4. So does Daruid f peak of 
r~/i11g up into the Hill of the l 0 RD, and of fl anding in his 
holy Plrue.- But as the fame Thing, though varionrly 
·expreffed, is meant by the Pfalmijl, l think we may not 
·unreafonably underftand the Apnjlle in the fame Manner. 
lf they had been d ifferent Habi tations, methinks he 
would have mentioned l'm·adf e firft, and then the -third 
H ea•ve1:.s. () ~ herw i (e he tel ls the Story bnt aukwardly; 
for he firfi: m ~r t io n s his .LL·rival at the third Heavens, and 
then at Parad:!e , th at is, accor ,~ing to Mr. l17tjley; firll 
he was l'; d into the I'refcnre, and then introd ,uc-~d to th~ 
.. 1nte-Chamber. 6 
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" in us for ever." You f uppofe, that the beatific 
Vifion is not enjoyed, till the Day of Judgment. 
But in this you feem to err, not knowing the Scrip

ture. I hav·e a De/ire, fays the Apoftle, to be dij: 
" folved-And what is the Confequence, the imme

diate Confequence of Diffolution? To be with 
C HR! ST; in his Prefence; before his Throne; 
and is not this the beatific Vifion ? ff/ilfing (fays the 
fame-infpired Writer) to be abfent from the Body, and 
prefent with the LOR D.-Here is no Hint of any 
intermediate State, but the very l\!1oment in which 

the Saints depart from tht1ir Bodies, they are prefent 
with the L 0 RD ; and if with the L 0 RD, then 
in the higheft Heavens ; then at the Fountain Head 
of Felicity; then amidfi the beatific Vifion.-To 
Heaven Elijah was conveyed in his fiery Chariot; 
and into Heaven the firft Mart;·r was received by his 
compaffionate SA VIOUR.-Neither of them waited 
in fame intervening Manfion, as a Kind of Lobby to 
the Heaven of Heavens. This is the Popi/h Notion, 
and very clofely connected with the Chimera of Pur
gatory ; fo clofely connected, that if you take away 
the former, the latter drops into nothing-I am. 
forry, your Opinions, Sir, are fo much like the Er
rors of the Man of Sin. 

Our prefent Bleffednefs does not confifr in being · 
free from Sin. '' I really think it does.', Spoke 
like Mr. lFtjley. " I think," is flill the Argwnenlum 

Palmarium. " I think," is the heavy Artillery, 
which ·s to demolilh Brigades at a Blow) only here 
it is · firengthened and enforced by that emphati
cal Word '' really."-But if our prefent Bldf~d
nefs does really confifi in being free from Sin, 

where 
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where are your blelfed Perfons? We may truly fay, 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite va.Jlo. VI R G. 

No; this can hardly be faid, Pirgil's I)e(cription is 
too fulJ, inft:ead of feeing a very few, here and there 
one, popping up their Heads, in the great and wide 
Ocean of the World ; we are not able to find fo 
much as an lndi-vidual; iliew us one, only one of thefe 
Angels in Flefh and Blood, and it fufficeth us. 
Whereas, if you perfifi in maintaining your jinlefs 
Perjellion, yet cannot produce a !!ngle Infl:ance, to 
exemplify your Notion, will you not give too juft 
a Handle for that farcafi:ic RefleC'tion, ufed on ano
ther Occafion r 

l4lith WitneJ!es many this Caufe did abound, 
lf/ith fame that were hang'd, and fame that weredrown'"d, 
And fame that were lojt, and Jome never found. 

Thefo are /lfpajio~s Words-" It (our prefent 
" Imperfetl:ion) perpetua1Iy reminds us of a moH: 
" important Truth, that our prefent Ble.flednefs 
" confifrs, not in being free from all Sin, but in 
" having no Sin imputed to us." He took particular 
Care to guard hi s Meaning from Mifconfhu&ion, by 
adding the Word all: Left this Word, becaufe it is 
little of Stature, fhould be overlooked, he printed it 
in Italics. But all this . Precau tion is thrown away 
upon Mr. TY ejley. He takes no l'-T otice of this fame 
little Word ; nay, he iliu ts it entirely out of his 
Quotation ; as thou gh he fhould fay, '' Where is 
'' the Harm of clapping under the Hatches fuch a 
" puny in(ignificant Monofy ll able? I would have it 
'' to know, I {h~H ere long turn adrift more ~lump 
' ' and portly vVords than that.'' 

0 4 .Afpajifl 
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Afpajio alfo took Care to confirm his Sentiments 

by a Reference to Scripture, he fupponed him(elf by 
the Authori ty of King David.-rv1r. TFejley having a 
litde while ago laboured to depreciate, now ventures 
to contradict the royal Pfalmijl. Injj:d, (fays the 
Pfalmii1:) is the l//la11-·VVho is free from Sin ? \Vho 
is perfectly fanBified ? This is not the DoB:rine, 
which the f wcet Singer of lfrae! teaches, but bldfed 
is he, whofe Ti·anfgrejfion is forgi'1J en) wh* Sin is co· 
vered. Deeply impreffod, anJ quite ~harmed, with 
the Contemplation of this moll (ubflantiaI Happir.efs, 
' the facred vVriter proclaims it; repeats it; yes, a 
third Time he celebrates it; crying out with Ardour 
of Joy, Bicjfad is the !Vian, unto u ·hom the L 0 RD 
imputet!J no Iniquity 'i<. Neither that Iniquity which 
\vas formerly committed, nor that which fiill de
:filrs f.) Bleffed indeed! i\/Iay I live under a firm 
Perfoafion of my own particular 1nterefi, in this 
unfpcakable Privilege! l\!1ay I find it made good to 
my Soul, at the univerfal Judgment ! Then let 
others take the Kingdoms of this World, and all the 
Glory of them.-And as for Afpajio, he may reckon 
his Credit fafe, and his Opinion fully authorifed, 
while he efpoufes the DoBrine, and ufes the very 
W crds of the unerring SPIRIT. 

" If we are not free from Sin, we are not Chrif
" tian Beiievers.-vVhat an Affertion is here! /J.ffer
tion, for l dare not call it a Truth.-lf it was, who 
then could be faved? Not one of a thoufand ; not 
two of a Million; no, nor l\1r. john TP~jley himfelf, 

fince 

• I'fal. xxxii. t, i. Sbn1J 1 d any Ohjellior; arife from the 
l'lEXt bentcnce, the Re;:;cer mc::y fee it anticipated, and 
fuperft:ded, in Thcrcn ar:ci ,~;;a/io. Vol I . p;i g. i8 9, 2 9 0 . 

t •f«i. xv. 3· 
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fince out of his own i\1outh he fiands condemned. 
He makes thi s Acknowledgment, concerning him
felf ;.1 nd his F ollowers, " We kn ov.r by mel ancholy
" Experi ence vvhat i~ is t o ned.d \v-ork s of Rio-h-.._., ~ 

" teo ufn t(s ." 1~o corroborate bis Confeifion, he 
adds, " \Ve knoi.v and f\~ eJ by m:::l;_rnchol_\' Experi
" ence, wh at it is to (wervc from our fir ft Love. 
" VI c feel by Ex nerience " - He is w il lincr to 

• I 0 

run the Hazard of T autology, rath~'r th an any 
lhould f u(peft the Since ri ty and 'I'rutl:. of his 
Proteftati on.-An<l can you after fuch a C onfd Ji.on, 
after fuch a ProteCT:ati on, p retend to be free from Sin ? 
I s all this, which you know of yourfelf, and f eel kv 
Exptrience, confiftent with a ji11 /tfs St;i te? Jufi as 

much as a Lethargy is confiflent wirh the Vigour of 
Health, or a fhameful Fh'ght with a glorious /7illo;-;. 
See, Sir, how you are entangled in your own N et, 
how, wi lhout being chaced by an Enemy, you run 

yourfrlf aground. Nor will all your Dexterity, fo 
long as you avow fuch palpable Inconfiftencies, be 
able to fet you clear. 

You attempt to confirm your Opinion by the 
Apofile's Declaration ; Being made fru from Sin.
But he and you mean different Things by the fam~ 
\Vords-He means being freed from the Domil'iion of 
Sin-This is agreeable to his own Explanation, Sin 
( ou Y..'Jpw.;crn) !hall not lord it over you-It n1::iy 

qjfault you ; it may harafs you ; it may gain 
fam e Advantage over you ; but it !hall not obtain a 
final /liflory, nor play the Tyrant over you. 'To the 
Expedience and Neceffity of thi s Fr.eeJom, if ever 
we would approve <.)11rfelves Di(ciples of CH R J ST, 
or Chriftians indeed, 1 readily fubfaibe-\Nhere~s, 
you mean bein a frt:e fr.:.m the very &mai1tders of Sin. 
,, 0 

'~ HavinO' 
0 
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·" Having a Purity ('tis your own Explanation) free 
" fr Gm al l l\!Iixture of its Contrary, and a Refigna
" ti on excluding e·very Deg ree .of Self-w ill." Againft 
th e E xi ftence, ·or the Poffibility of th is Freedom, fo 
Jong as we fdjourn in a Body ·of1 Fldh, I enter my 
Pro te fl:. 

If we were perfect in Piety, CHRIS T's priefily 
O Hi e would be fuperfedcd. " No, we ihould flill 
" n .::ed his Spirit, and confequently his Interceffion." 
But were vve perf~Ct, we £hould receive the Spirit 
·wi tho ut an lntercdfor-An Interceffor implies an 
Alienation between the two Parties ; ot fomething 
which, without the Intervention of a third Perfon, 
would create A lienation.-The priefily Office, whe

ther of atoning, or of interceding , is founded on ·a 
.State of Guilt, to this it bears an effential and inva
riable R elation.-Does CHRIST exercife his priefily 
Office in Behalf of Angels? No, becaufe they excel 
,in Strength, and are perfetl: in Holincfs - vV iJl 
C 1-i R. IS T exercife his prieHiy Office, when all h is 
Sain ts are received into G Jory ? No, becaufe then 
there will be 2n abfolute Confummation both in 
Body and Sou l, both in Righteoufnefs and Happi
nefs, and the mediatorial Kingdom be delivered up 
to the F A'"fHER.-Did CI-lRJST exercire his 
priefl:ly Oilice befo re Adam fell ? No, becaufe Sin 
had no E xifl:ence th en, and then th e Language was, 
L et A1an be blrjjed; not, D eli·ver him from going down 

into the P it. 
T he Objections laid to my Charge in this Para

graph , anJ the whole Side of the Leaf, proceed upon 
yo ur f.wo11ritc 1~otion ; Perf el"lion of Holinefs, even 
while we con tinue in Houfcs of Clay. As I look 

upon your F ounuation to be -a mere Del ufion, I mufl: 
. , f 
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of courfe conclude, all that you build upon it to be 
chimerical and delufory ; therefore, till you prove 
your Suppofition, I have no Reafon to concern my
re·r with any of your Confequences deduced from 
it, or with any of your Alleg:iti(1ns relating to it. 
On one Claufe, however, lee me beflow a flight 
An imadverfion. 

Afpajio fays, a Senfe of remaining inbred Corrup
tion will reconcile us to Death ; I\11 r. lf7 ejley , replies, 
" Indeed it will not: Nor will any 'rhing do this 
" like perfeet Love."-Here I think you have n1i[

fed the Mark. Nothing can reconcile us to Death 
but tba.t which takes away its Sting ; and this is 
done only by the Atonement of C JlR !ST. I'-Io
thing can reconcile us to Death but that which de

livers us from its Terror, and this is effected only 
by the Sacrifice of our great HIGH-PRIES ·r, 
which has converted the K.ing of Terrors, into a 
MefTenger of Peace : Nothing can reconcile us to 
n~ath, -but that which makes it defir:ible tq depart, 
and Gain to die; and this is owing, wholly owing 
to him who died for us, that whether we wake or 
fleep, we fhould live together with him. 

Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconctie
him to Death, fo much as a beiieving View of the 
LOR D's CH RIST, feeing G 0 D made Fld h; 
feein g him as his own SAVI 0 UR, he was enabled ..._, 

not only to acquiefce in the Summons, but to wel-
come it as a Deliverance-He was enabled to fay 
with Compolure, and Complacency, L 0 RD, now 

lette/l thou thy Srruant depart in Peace-1'1 u t becaufe I 
am weary of thi s imperfect State ; no~ becaufe I am 
perfect in di vine Love; but becaufe mine Eyes hrrne 

f ecn thJ Salvation.-Though you may not like to imi
tate 
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tate a 'Jew, I moil: heartiJ y wilh for myfelf; let me 
die the Death of this mofi: venerable Hebrew, and let 
my latter EnJ be like his ! 

If you ftill pedift in your Opinion~ that nothing 
can reconcile you to DiiTolution like the imagined 

· Pe1fe£tion of your Love, not the Blood, by which 
the Saints overcame; not the Righteoufnefs, by which 
they reign in Life; not the Grace and Power, which 
have (wallowed up J)eath in ViEtory; I mufi: then 
caution you to take heed left you crofs, or attempt 
to crofs the River, in the Boat of ·vain Confidence. 
You have abridged, if I mifi-ake not, the Pilgrim's 

Progrefs, therefore can be at no ]ofs to underfiand 
my l\ileaning. 

One Claufe, I faid-But I correCi: myfelf-'There 

is another, fo very extraordinary, that you might 
jufily charge me with Inattention little fuort of Stu
pidity, if I fhould pafs it over without Notice. Thefe 

·are the \Vords-" If we were perfe8.: in Piety (St. 
" ] cihn's Word is, perfetl: in Love) we lhould Gill 
" be encompaffed with Infirmities, and liable to Mif
" takes, from which \Vords or Atl:ions might fol

" low, even though the Heart was all Love, which 

" were not exaCT:ly right." 
rrhis is firangc ! wondrous !trange indeed ! 

Perfc£t, yet " encompalled with Infirmities !" .Per
feEt, '' yet doing Actions, and fpeaki'ng Words not 
,., exartly riaht !'' You are as finrru1ar in vour Idea, 

0 b J 

a~ you ;:!fe firenuous for the Dollrine of Perjefli~n.-
1 k 110 N not any Prctejlant VI riter that pretends to 
maint ain the latter, yourfeif only excepted; and a 
to th:: former, I think it could never enter into the 
He..id of any 'T'hing l·iving, but Mr. lVefley's only. 
Peri"cct, '~yet en~mpaued with Infirmities," isjtifi as 

found 
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found Divinity, as true, yet addicted to lying, is 
found Morality. 

This is not the worfi Property of your Notion of 
PerfeCtion, that it is abfurd an<l felf-contraditlory. 
A Sentiment may b'e abfurd, yet not very perniciow. 

But this is an Error of the mofi malignant Kind, 
this was at the Bottom of the Pharifecs Pride, and 
fpirited them on to feek J ufiification by the vVorks 
of the Law; they knew fuJl well, that their O~di
e~ce was not complet('!, it did not come up to their 
facred and exalted Standard, but they had learnt to 
foften and extenuate their Difobedience, into l\!Iat
~ers " not exactly right."-This is the Caufe, why 
People profeffing Chri fi ianity, fee no Form or Comc
linefs in CHRIST, fo as to defire him, with De
fires that cannot be uttered ; 'tis true they are not 
perfecr, they often offend,-but then the Offences 
are only human Infirmities; vVords and Actions 
" not exactly right." 'With this, which is indeed 
" the Syren Song.," they lull their Souls into an In
fenfibility of their ruined State, and a Difregard of 
the all-fufficient REDEEMER. 

Curjed (fays the Law) is every one, that continueth 

not in all 'Things, wheth er they be great or fmall-And 
will you regard that, as a mere Infirmity, and con
lifient with Perfeet ion, on which the divine Law de: 
nounces a Curfe? Which the divine Law threatens 
with all Mifery here, and with evcrl .:ft. ing V enge
ance hereafter ? The A pofile would probably chaf
tife the Author, or Abettor r:f fuch a Conceit, in the 
following Manner; " Wilt thou know, 0 vain 
'' Man, that what thou callefi a Matter ''- not ex"' 
" aaly right,'' is moft horribly odious in tbe Eye 
'' of G 0 D's infinite. Puri tv ; defr rvcs etern al Death 

4 . . . 

" lU 
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" in the Eftimate of his infinite Jufiice; and could 
" never have been pardoned but by the atoning 

" Death of his infinitely majefl:ic Son !" 
'' Encompaffed with Infirmities, yet the Heart all 

" Love ! \V ords and Actions not exactly right, yet 
" the Man all Perfection !" Thefe are all Paradoxes 
which I never fa w equalled, only in the Vv ritings 
'of fame high-Bown Papi/ls. Mr. ff/ejley's Words are 

not far from a Tranilation, they are to a Nicety the 

Senfe, of thofe very ofFenfive Paffages, which I meet 

with in a Couple of Popifh Zealots. /Jndradius~ In
terpreter of the Council of 'Trent, writes thus; 

" V cnialia peccata '* t am funt minuta & Jev ia, ut 

" non :i.dverfentur perfection i chJritatis, nee im
~' pedire poffunt perfet:bm aut abfolutam obedien
" tiam."-Lindcn us, another Champion for the fame 
bad Cau(e, exprefles himielf in a more elegant, •but 
in no lefs !hocking a lVbn ner; " -t Levicula vitiola 
" lapfuum quotidianorum, afpergines & na;vula! 
" {unt: qu:.e per fe non maculant & contaminant, 

" fed quafi pulvi(culo leviter afpergunt vitam chrifii
" anam : ut nihilominus tamtn per fe fint pcrfetl:a, 
'' & un<lique immaculata Renatorurn opera in hac 
" vita."-lf Mr. lf/ejley pleafes to confider thcfe 

Paffages, 

• Ven ial Sins are [o minute and trivial, that they do 
not opr-ofe the Perfeflion of o~r Love, nor can they hin
der our Ob ..-: dience from b~ing abfolutely perfelt. 

t The little trifling Faults which ar.e owing to our daily 
Slips or Miftakes, are like Specks, or al moll impercepti
ble rvio~es up ;_, n the Body, which of ther.1felves do not 
fhi·n or defi le: but as ic we:e, with fmall Particles of 
fine Dull, lightly fp rinkle the Chrifiian Life; fo that 
f! E'V\.'rt hc lcfs the \IV or ks or the Regenerate may be of thcm
fel cs p..:rldl, and in all Rdpec1s iinmacuhte, even in 
thi:; L!fe. 
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Paffages, I hope, he will b-e induced to alter his 
Phrafe, and reltify his Notions.-If he pleafes to 
tranfiate thefe Paffages, his Followers may have an 
Opportunity of feeing, how nearly he approaches to

fome of the wodl: Errors of Popery. And may 
hence be admonilhed, not to imbibe, without due 
Examination, his DoCtrines; nor fobmit, with an 
implicit Credulity to his Dictates. 

" The Charges of the Law are all anfwered."
At this Sentence Mr. Wejley is highly offended. At1 
the Lion is faid to lafh himfelf into Rage, fo my Ob

jeB:or fiirs himfelf up into a graceful Indignation; 
frirs himfelf, for there is nothing in the Paffage, or 
in the Context, to awaken fuch a Flame of ZeaL 
lf Mr. 'Wejley had underfiood Afpajio, according to 
the whole Tenour of his Difcourfe~ there would. 
have been no Room for bringing Count Zinzendoif 
upon the Carpet, nor for making that injurious 
Conclufion, then neither G 0 D nor iMan, can claim 
.any Obedience to the Law."-This · is what Afpaji@ 
means : The Claims of the Law, as a Covenant of 
Works-The-C-l-aims of the Law, as being the Con
dition-of Life and Glory-The Claims of the Lav11) 
as requiring perfect Obedience on Pain of eternal 
Death. Thefe Claims are all fatisfied by our mott 
bleffed and gracious SURE'TY.-If not, they are frill: 
incumbent upon us, and upon every Child of l\!lan. 
A Burden this, which neither we ·nor our Fathe:rs 

were able to 'bear, which, heavier than the San·ds of 
the Sea, would have funk us all into- the nethermofr 
Hell.-This Doctrine, therefore, is not " /lntino

'' mianifrn without a l\1aik ;" but it i~ the Doetrine 
5 "d 
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of Righteoufnefs without l'f/orks *, and of J ufiification 
without the Deeds of the L (iw t· 

H ']'hen neither G 0 D nor Man can claim any 
" Obed ience to the Law." Yes, G 0 D Almighty 
-may, and G 0 D Almighty docs claim our Obedi
ence to the Law ; as a Rule of Life, he requires a 
Conformity to its Precepts , as to the Image of him
feJf; he demands a Performance of its Duties, as the 
l\1eans of bringing Glory to his Name, and paying 
Submiilion to his Authorit y. And none will be fo 
readily difpoft.d, none _will be fo tft"'cctual ly enabled, 
to obey the wholt L aw ; as thofe who fee themfelves 
made righteous by th e 0 )edicncc of C 1-1 RIST, 
w ho are th rreby delivered from that tremend ous 
Cu rfe, denou need on all U'ngoJlinefr :.-rnJ U nrighte
oufoeCs of M -: n. 

Ajpajio thus exhorts his F riend-Let me de!ire you 
to imagine, rather may the bldE;> d SPIRIT' cnah!e 
you to believe, th:it your Siqs are expiated, th1 ough 
the Death of :"/ES US C 1-i RIST: That a Righ
teouii1efs is gi\'en you, by Virt ue of ·vvhich you may 
have free and welcome A cce(s to G 0 D.-" This 
" is not f cri ptur al Language," fays f\,1 r. ll7 ejley. 
Therefore it cannot be found D oLl:rine, is his vVay 
of arguing. Harml efs enou gh I muft own. But 
what follcnvs is not quite fo modefl:. " I \Vould 
" !imply fay;" and furely what I would fay, mufi be 
un~xceptionably right: This is the C~nclufion we are to 
make; otherw ire 1.v~at you allt>dge, is of no 1V c igh t 
at all.--" I would ftmply fay, By him we have Ac

'' cefs to the FAT' HER." This is beyond all 
Objeelion, proper -It is taken from the Apofilc, 
and.o:it includes what 11/pajio exprdfes.-The Apofile's 

L anguage 
I 

• Rom iv. 6. t Rom. iii . 28. 
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Language is the Ingot of Gold ; .Afpajio's Sentiment 
is a Thread drawn, or a Leaf beaten from it. 1\1.Ie
thinks before I difmifs this Topic, I would defire 
you to turn back a Moment, and reconfider what 
you have affirmed-Your Sins are expiated, is not 
this fcriptural Language ?-What elfe meaneth that 
Expreffion of the ApofHe ? E's- 'TO iActux.Ea-3-cti 'TiX~ 
oc,fl'iXPf'iXS° -r~ AiX8. '' To make Expiation for the 

" Sins of the People* ."-A Righteoufnefs is given 
you, is not this the fcriptural Way of [peaking ? 
" They who receive the Gift of Righteoufnefs, lhall 

" reign in Life."-" By which you have free .Accefi 
" to G 0 D ;" is not this both the Dialett, and the 
Doctrine of the H 0 LY G H 0 S T ? '' We have 
" Accefs with Confidence (not through our punc
" tual Performance of any Conditions, but) throug~ 
" the Faith of him;" by a fiducial Reliance on our 
L 0 R D's mofl: precious Obedience, Blood, and 
Merit. 

" I have feen fuch terrible Effetls of this unfcrip

" tural Way of fpeaking.''-Here I fancy you flip 
into a little Mifl:ake, you forgot the Difiintlion be
tween the Ufa, and the .Abufe of a Dotlrine, a Dif
tintlion which you can eaftly make on other Occa
fions ; you have doubtlefs feen People, who ufe the 
mofi: fCriptural Way of (peaking, yet aet unfuitably 
to their Language ; what ReAeB:ions arofe in your 
Mind .. and what Inference did you draw upon ob
ferving fuch an lnconfift:ency? You faid perhaps, 
" Their Voice is Jacob's Voice ; but their Hand~ 
" are the Hands of Efau-Hence it appears, that 

P " they 

• Heb. ii. 17. E1~ rro i'Aa~xwOcu.-Ad expiare, i. e. ut 
expia,.et peccata populi, r;uibui e;<lJiatis1 Deus nobis reidentur 
eropitius. 
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" they are Hypocrites-They pretend one Thing, 
'"' and are really · another. "-Make the fame Reflec
tion, and draw the fame Inference, when you hear 
People talking of Imputed Righteoufnefs, yet fee them 
loofing the Reins to U ngodlinefs, then you will be 
~onfiftent with yourfelf, and with Truth; afcribing 
the terrible Effelts, not to the wholefome DoB:rine, 
but to the vitiated Mind. 

Where Sin abounded, &c. Mr. Wejley rejeCl:s 
.Afpa.fio's Interpretation of this Text, and offers one 
of his own, one, which he had given us a little 
while ago; and now ferves a fecond Time without 
any confiderable Variation at our Table.-I fhall 
only refer the Reader to Page 144, where he will 
find this Text confidered, and Mr. Wejley's Expo
fition canvaffed. 

]n this and the two following Paragraphs you find 
Fault with the Phrafe Imputed; y~t you fay, "Con
" cerning the Thing there is no Qyefiion." You 
would difcard that particular Form of Expreffion; 
yet you add, " As to the DoB:rL~e we .are agreed." 
Then according to your own Obnfeffion,' all thefe 
your 'Objell:ions are a mere Strife of Words. Surely 
f uch a Man as Mr. W ejley fuould know how to make 
a better Ufe of Pen, Ink, and Paper, than to liti
g ate about Letters and Syllables.~lf I thought my
felf contending -only about the mofl: precifely proper 
Form of expreffing the fame 1 "'hing, I fhould be 
·a1hamed of my Employ, and would this Infiant lay 
down my Pen; whereas I apprehend, that we are 
not agreed as to Dotlrine, that there is a material and 
very wide Difference between us.-My Opinion, or 
rather, my Faith is, that our L 0 R D's Obedience 
t.o the moral Law in profrfied Submiffion to its Au .. 

,tbority, 
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thority, and in exaa Conformity to his Precepts; 
hi~ Performance of all holy Duties, and his Exercife 
of all heavenly Graces, that all this is a mofl: effen
tial and difiinguiilied Part of his Merit, that this ts 
of higher Dignity and greater Value than the whole . 
World, and all the Righteoufnefs in it-That the 
divine Law is hereby more fignally honoured, than 
it could have been honoured by the uninterrupted 
Obedience of Adam and all his Pofi:erity-That 
G 0 D's J ufiice, Holinefs, T'ruth, receive greater 
Glory from thefe unparalleled AB:s of Duty, than , 
from all the Servic~s of Angels and Men in their fe
veral wonderful Orders ; that this atlive Righteouf
nefs, together with his mofr meritorious Sufferings, 
are the Ground and Caufe of my Acceptance with . 
G 0 D, are the very Thing which procures and ef
fects my J ufiification, making me not barely ac
quitted from Guilt, but truly righteous, yea, per
feetly righteous, and that before the G 0 D <?f in
finite Penetration and Purity.-This is a View of 
the Doctrine, incomparably magnificent and ine,x- . 
preffibly comfortable. If you agree with your Friend 
in all thefe Particulars, fpeak and write conforma~ly 
to fuch Agreement, then you will never again hear 
from him in this Manner, neither will he receive any 
more fuch Favours from you as the Letter now un
der Confideration, then we !hall be perfetl:l y joined , 
together " in the fame M[nd, and in the fame . 
" Judgment." 

Alas! this Union, I fear, is not fo eafi}y to be. 
effeB:ed-Mr. W ejley fiill infifi:s, and fl ill urge,s,~ 
~' The Authority of our Church (which AjpajitJ 
" pleads) and of thofe. eminent Divines (whofe 'ref
" timony Afpaji? alledges) does not touch thofe par-. 

P 2 " ticu1ar .,., 
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'' Hcular F o.rms of Expreffion."-J ufl:ification thro,. 
imputed Righteoufnefs, or being made righteous 
through the Obedience of CHRIS 'T, I fuppofe 
are the Forms of ,Expreffion intended. Thefe, it 
feems, none of the ~otations cqnfirm, eflablijh, no, 
nor toucb, in Mr. Wefley's Opinion at leafi; but I 
am iodined to hope, that the Generality of Readers 
will be of a different Per-foafion, and _allow that the 

~otations and the Expreffi.ons touch and refemble 
one another, as much as the Wings of the Cheru
bim in the ancient SanCl:uary *. 

" Does not touch." No! not yet? Then we 
muil: hawe Re<:ourfe to fome other Authority, and 
fucb a one I have at Hand as you would hardly ven
ture<) or even wiih to gainfay, I mean the Authority 
of Jahn We)ley, M. A. who declares in his Expofi
ti()R to the New Tdtament-H This is fully con
'' fiilent with our being jufl:ified by the Imputation . 
G' of the Righteoufnefs of CHRIS T." Now I 
fliaU only rem6hfl:rate in Imit2tion of the Apofile; 
'' If thou thyfelf ufefi this Phrafe, why wou~defl: 

'' thou :c.ompel others to lay it afide? Or, why art 
~' thou <lifp1eafed with others for a Praetice which. 
''· thou alloweil: in thyfdf ?" 

Surely you will not fay, Imputation of Righteouf
nefs is quite a different Thing from Imputed Righ
troufncfs.-Does not the former evid ently include 
the fatter 1 C an. t he re be Procla mation of Pardon., 

wsthout a Pardon proclai med? Can t here be the 

P~rchafeof an Efiate, without an Eflate purchafed r 
Or the Imputation of Right~oufnefs, without a, 

R igh.-

~ Both th e Cherubims were of one Meafure, and one 
Size : And their W ings touched one another in the midil 
of the Houf~, L King, vi. z5, z7. 
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Righteoufnefs imputed? If others fhould afFecr fuch 
fubtile and felf-deluding Evafions, Mr. Wefley can
not, Mr. W ejley mzijl not, he has precluded himfelf~ 
nay, he has, with h(s own Mouth, given a Verditl: 
againfi: himfelf. Is it not recorded in thofe Lines 
fubjoined to your Character of a Mcthodifr l 

Let Faith and Love crfmbine 
'lo guard your valiant Breqfl, 

'The Plate be Righteoufnefs divine, 

Imputed and imprfjl. 

This Imputed Righteou/nefs was once a deHghtfo] 
Tht:me ; your Song in the Houfe of your Pilgrim
age. Why is it now a burthenfome Stone, which 
you would fain {hake off, from yourfelf and others ? 
Are you become rich in yourfelf, and increafed with 
Goods of your own acquiring? We know full well 
for what Reafon the Phraje and the DoBrine are re
jeB:ed, exploded, and reproached by the Romijh Su
pedlition, becaufe they difplay in the brightefl: Light 

the Beauty of FREE GRACE. They hold the Door 
againft all kind of human l\1erit, they cut off every, 
the moil: diihnt Pretenfion for glorying in Man ; 
and refer all the Honour of Salvation to ']ES US 
CHRIST alone. Admit J uGifi.cation through the 
imputed Righteoufn~fs of CH R ! ST, and the grand 
Bulwark, or the main Pillar of Popery, falls to the 
Ground ; while a fo1iJ I?oundation is laid for that 
Triumph and Gratitude, expreifed in the infpired 
Hymn, Let z~s be glad and rejoice exceedingly, but 
give the Honour (all the Honour) to HIM*· 

'I'he Righteoufnefs of G 0 D, fignifies the Righ
teoufnefs which G 0 D-Man wrought out,, ''No;" 

P 3 fays 
* R . ev. x1x. 7. 
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fays Mr. Wejley. Your Reafon, Sir, for this Ne
gative? A Child may deny ; A Man of Judgment 
will difprove.-Does not Mr. l/f/ejley difprove, when 

11e adds ? ~' It fignifies G 0 D's Method of jufiify
" ing Sinners."-J ufi as forcibly as the " 'Jews dif .. 
" proved the Meffiah£hip of ']ES US of Nazareth, 
" when they crie4 ; " Thou the MESSIAH ! 
" No; thou art a Samaritan and hafi a Devil." 
vVhat they ~lledged, wanted a Proof altogether as 
much, as what they denied.--What Mr. Wejley here 

alledges is a rfhread-bare Objeetion, already con[i
dered and already confuted. Yet, fince it relates 
to a Point of the utmoft Moment, and that which is 

the main Hinge of our Controverfy, I iliall not be 
deemed officious, if, as the Shot bas been once <Jga in 
difcharged, I once again lift up my Shield againfi: it. 

" The Righteoufnefs of G 0 D, fignifies GOD's 
" Method of jufiifying Sinners." ·\Ve have alread y 
fuewn, how low an Interpretation this is ; how in 

fipid in itfelf, and incompatible with the current 
Language of Scripture: On the other Hand, how 

fu bli n1e and confolatory, is the Senfe which Afpajia 
gives! A Ri ghteoufoefs, which GOD HIMSELF 
h as provided without any Co-operation from his 
Creatures--rhe Righteoufnefs of that mofl: exalted, 
yet mofi: condefcending SA VlOUR, who is G 0 D 
and NI a n in one CHRIS 'I', a Righteoufnefs, dig
nified with all the Perfet.lions of the GODHEAD, 
therefore wo rthy to be the Comfort, the Joy, the 
ne\'e r-ceaftug Boail: of his People; and fufficient, 

infi nit ely fufl-icient, to fav e even the mofl: vile, the 
uio ft ba re, the moil de fpera tely ruined Sinners. 

Th; ... 
•lij. 
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This is a Righteoufnefs, as much fuperior to all 
hmnan Attainments, to all angelic Accomplifhments, 
as the Heaven of Heavens is higher than a Clod of 
the Vallies.-This is a Righteoufnefs which could 
never have entered into the Heart of Man or Angel 
to conceive, but will be the Caufe of their Admira
tion, and the Subjelt of their Wonder to endlefs 
Ages-This Senfe fully accounts for thofe rapturous 
Expreffions of the Prophet, when fpeaking of the 
all-furpaffing Gift, he thus addrelfes his fellow Sin
ners ; Rejoice greatly, 0 Daughter of Sfon ; fhout, 0 
Daughter of ]erufalem ; behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee-He is righteous, and having Sah1ation. He is 
comp1etel y righteous in his N atur~, has fulfilled all 
Righteoufnefs in his Life and Death, and has thereby 
obtained for thee, a full Pardon, a finifhed Salva
tion, a fure Title to eternal Glory.-This accounts 
for thofe more rapturous Expreffions of the facred 
Writers, when, in the Fervour of their Gratitude, 
they call upon the whole Creation, to celebrate the 
Goodnefs of the incarnate J EH 0 VA I-I. Sing, 0 
ye Heavens; for the L 0 RD hath done it, jhout, ye 
lower Parts of the Earth ; break forth into jinging, ye 
M ountains; 0 Forejt and every Tree therein, far the 
L 0 RD hath (in his own Perfon, by his own Obe
dience and Sufferings) redeemed ]acoh, and glorified 
(not human Abilities, not human Works, but) 
hirnfel(, and his own Righteoufnefs, in the Refrora
tion of Jfrael *. 

In 

* I/a. x1iv. 2 3. Should any one fay, is this the Senfe of 
the Prophet? I afk, is not this the follefl, grandeft, di 
vinell Senfe? Is it not a Senfe perfectly true? Is it not 
warranted by the Gofpd Revela ~ion? Is it not demanded 

p 4 by, 
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In lhort, this is a Righteoufnefs, which ex1lts 

G 0 D's J ufiice ; which magnifies the Law; di[
plays all his awful and amiable Attributes in their 
fulleft: Lu!he.-To contrive it, was unfearchable 
Wifdom, to befiow it, is invaluable Treafure.
It anf wers in the compleatefi Manner, all the grand 
and gracious Purpofes both of GOD's Glory and of 
Man's Salvation. rrrue Gofpel this! Gla<l 'Tid ings 
indeed! An Expedient for our Recovery grea ter than 
our Hearts could wiih. We may truly fay, while 
tneditating on this Gift of confummate Righteouf
nefs ; Where Sin has abounded, Grace has much more 
abounded. 1'he Bricks are fallen down, but the mofr 
glorious Repairer of our Breaches has built with 
hewn Stone. \Vell might the Apofile, having this 
fupremcly excclknt Righteou{nefs in his View, 
look down with the molt fovereign Contempt upon 
every other (Cau(e of) Confidence; upon every other 
Object of Trufi; and reckon them Drofs and Dung. 

-Well 

by that Declaration of our SAVIOUR; The.Y (the an
cient Scriptures) teflifj of Me ? Some Writers, I am 
aware, interpret thi s and other fimilar Paffages, without 
taking in the unf peakable Bleffings of CHRIS 'T and his 
Grace. But thefe Interpreters feem to aa a very injudi
cious, and no lefs unfaithful Part-I will fuppofe them 
expounding and ill ufirating that great Command of cre
ating Power, Let the Earth bring forth Grafs, and the Herb 
Jieldmg Seed.-Will they model their Expofition, or fetch 
their lllufiration from what appe.irs on the Ground in 
the barren Month of DecembLr P Surely, if they have 
any Tafie or Judgment, they will form their Comment, 
by the Fertility, the Plenty, the unbound ed Luxuri:rncy 
of Ap1·il an<l ll1ay. There is much the fame Difference 
between the Righteoufnefo of an incarnate SAVI 0 UR 
and all other Gifts of divine Goodnefs, :is there is be
tween the vegetable ProduBions of tht' rernal, and the al~ 
mofi total Sterility of the wintry l\1onths. 
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-Well might be declare that he would never be 
alhamed of the Gofpel, in which is this tranfcen
demly noble Righteoufnefs, in all its iv1agnificence, 
Riches and Glory. 

Do you think me rather too warm upon the Sub
jell: ? Let me once again remit you to St. Chryfa/lcm, 
read his Expofition of that charming Sentence, The 
Righteou/rzefs of GOD, I1owq &c. 'This venerable Fa· 
ther of the Church fpeaks the Thing as it is. He does 
not mingle our \'Vine with Water, but gives us the 

genuine Truth, and triumphs becaufe oft.he 'Truth. 
The Dochine of an imputed Righteoufnefs feems 

to have been typically taught, by the remarkable 
Manner of Clothing our firft Parents. All they 
could do for their own Recovery, was like the patched 

and beggarly l\/lantle of Fig-leaves; this they re
linquifh, and G 0 D · himfelf furnifhcs them with 
Apparel; Animals are f1ain, not for Food, but Sa-

~ crifice ; and the naked Criminals are arrayed with 
the Skins of thole flaughtercd Beafis.-The f/illims 
.figured the Expi ation, made by C l-1 RI S T's Death, 

the Clothing typ fied the Imputation of his Righ teouf

nefs. " That does not appear," cries L\-1r. lf/ejley • 

.Afpajio has produced an Authority from the famous 
Milton . I could reinforce it by another from the 
elegant Witjius. If you are not fatisfied with either, 
or both thefe TeH:imonies, I will give you a Reafon 
for thE' Sentiment-The Victims mofi properly ilia
dowed forth the Expiation of Guilt, by the Redeem
er's Blood ; becaufe it is the peculiar End of Sacri
fice, to make Atonement for Sins; tbe Clothing 
moft pertinently denoted the Saviour's Righte()u(
nefs, which is defcribed, both by th e Prophet and 
the A pofi le under this very Image-He hath covered 

5 me 
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me with the Robe of Righteoufnefs, faya the Prophet 
lfaiah. The fine Linen which arrays the Bride of the 
L·amb, is the perfeCl Righteoufnefs of the Saints*
fays the beloved Difciple. It is like a royal Vefi:ure, 
or a rich Suit of Apparel, upon all them that helieve, 
adds the Apofl:le Paul. The impartial Reader, I 
promife myfelf, will allow thefe Paffages, if not to 
be abfolute1y decifive, yet to have fomewhat more 
Weight, than that Atom in your Scale, " this does 
~' not appear." As for Sanltification, this may very 
reafonably rank among the Effeets of being cleanfed 
by the Blood, and adorned with the Righteoufnefs 
.of C .fl RIST. 1'hefe Bleffings produce Peace of 
Confcience, and Love of G 0 D. J uft as commo
dious Cloathing produces Warm th, and promotes 
Health. And what is Love of G 0 D, but Holinefs 
of Heart in the Seed, and Holinefs of Life in the 
Fruit? 

As this (the Nature of true Holinefs) is a Matter 
of the lafi Importance; is a Point, on which Mul
titudes, l fear, are miftaken; I will leave it upper
rnofi: in your Thoughts, in the Reader's, and in 
thofe of, Rev. Sir, your, &c. 

LETTER 

• Rev. xix. 8. Ta. d'•:!cm.Jr-oo1ct, being in the plural N um. 
her, I think may be tranilated, .'fujlitia omnibus numeris_ 
abfoluta. A Righteoufnefs of all Kinds, and all De
grees, or comprehending every Kind, and defettive in 
no Degree.-.vVould you fee the Beauty of this fine Linen, 
or the Wardrobe in which it is depofited, confolt lfa. 
xlv. 24. Theron and AjpafrJ, Vol. IL pag. 340, &c. wher~ 
the Paffage is explained, wi th Copioufnefs and Particu
lariry; 0 ! that ir was alfo explained with a Propri~t.Y 
and Energy fuitable to its e:ninent Importance { 



Let. X. Reverend Mr. W E S L E Y. 

L E T T E R X. 

REV. S1R, 

W E are now entering upon a new Province. 
Our Bufinefs will be chiefly of the philologi

cal Kind. \Ve fhall treat principally of l//of ds. But 
· as they are the Words, which the HOLY GHOS1~ 
teacheth, they are like the Combs erelted in yonder 
Hive. Nut empty Syllables, made onl v for Sound ; 
but rich with divine Senfe, and full of 1he Honey of 
the Gofpel, replete with the Manna of Heaven.
May this Pen be, to the Reader, like 'Jonathan's 
Rod; when, di pt in the delicious Juice, it n;lighten
ed his Eyes, refrelhed his Spirits, and cheared his 
Heart! 

" Almoi1: every Text, you are pleafed to affirm, 
~' quoted in this and the following Letter, in S•.Jp· 
u- port of that particular Form of Expreffion, ( im
" puted RighteoufneCs ) is difrorted above Meafure 
" from the plain, obvious T'v1can ing, which is point.
" ed out by the Context ' '- Let us °' xamine thefe 
abufed and difiorted 1'exr., in order to difcover, 
from whence the Nl::,fr)rl'';ie happened · how the 
Violence was d0ne ; \VlWther b Mr. W e/ ley's Pen, 
or by A(pafto's rf on~ui::. 

'I'he firfl: is fr t: the Book of 'Jcb. Which, as it 
• 1 '',.. . A . . lr. I' lS great ) v t:1 ~rao!e ror irs nt.1 qu1ty, anc 1tngu arjy 
tQ be rcg :... rJ~d fo~· its Ld1)ortance, I !hall beg leave 

ta 
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to co.ni~der at brge.-A Sinner is delcribed, Iying 
under a cangernus Sicknefs; and bro.ught, by the 
Force of hi~ DiC,afe~ to the Brink of the Grave; 
by the iVh!~titudc of bis Sins, to the very Borders of 

H el i. In this d"plorable Condition, 1/ there be a 

lv:l~~Ter:ger wi:h 1-l·m, an .Interpreter, one of a thou/and, 

to jl-;v w u;z;.'o Man f1is Uprightnt)J ; then he is gracious 
unto him , an) fan th , crleliver him from going dou.m into 

the Pit; 1 ha·ve fo und a Ranfom *· 
{,.!' thue be 'l';)ith him a lld1Jinger of the living GOD; 

a L::tt-..f1.J A{nbatfador of Cl-1 RI ST, who m~y acJ
rr. .r.;i(::-; :oi:< · :1! Affiilance to the poor affiicred Crea

t t.:~ ':-.---- ./111 ln!i1pr.?ter, who kno1vs how to open the 

Sc n p: u res , ::: n d rig h d y to div i cl e the \Void of 1' 1 u th. 
Vi/ho is a Preacher of Righteoufnefs, and can pro
perly ;:ippty the \iVord of (;race.-'rhis is not every 

one's Talent> nor within the Compafs of every -Man's 
Abilities. He is One of a thuu/and, to whom G 0 D 
lrnth given the T'ongue of the learne<l; enabling Bim 
to fpeak a 'i.Vord in Seafon> and fuit the Condition 
of ~ach re~peltive Patient.-'To focw unto Alan his 

Upright-

~ Joh xxxiii. 23, 24. I have t11e .rather chofen to Jay 
tl:1is whole Paifage before the Reader, becaufe a new Jn. 
terpre t~tio n is given to the \Vord lvidJenger. Here, it is 
fuppofod to deno'.e a faithful and ikilfu! I\.-1inifler of the 
Gofpd. Jn tne Dialogues, ir is foppofed to defcrib~ our 
L ORD JESUS CHRIST himfelf. I fcarcely know, 
which Senfe to prefer. Perhaps , both may be included, 
i:h e Author, as wdl as the Inflrument, of Comfort to the 
fick and finful l\ .. 1an.-Bowever, the Point in Debate be. 
tween Mr. ff'~/le.;' and /lfpa/io, is not affe8:ed by the diffe. 
rent Application of this vVord. His Uprz:J!.htne/s, accord
ing to either E xpcfit ion, moy fignify the fYl ES SI A H's 
0 cdie:-:ce ;rnd Sc:'.~crings; mvjl fignify thefe Things ; 
prov iced t!icfe arc the only juHifying R1ghteoufncfs of a 
~inn e r; the ( illy \Ydy of obtain~ng the divine Favour, 
and r~rncvin?" crerv Evil. 

a:) ~ 
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Uprightnefs; that is, fays Mr. lf/efley, " to convince 
~' Him of G 0 D's J ufiice, in fo punifhing Him." 

But is this the InH:ruclion, which fuch a diflreffed 
Sufferer wants ? Is this the \Vord of Reconciliation, 

which every true Minifier, in ancient Times did 
preach, and in later 'I'imes does preach ? Or i·s there 

any Need of a choice Infiruetor-One ikilled in the 

Counfcl of G 0 D, to teach what the common Dic
tates of Reafon deinonfirate ?-In this Interpreta
tion, I can neither difcern the true Critic, nor the 
clear Reafoner, nor the found Divine. 

1".J ot the true Critic. He would acknowledge~ 

that the Antecedent in this Claufe liiVt 01N\ is not 

GOD~ but f\1an. 'ro A!ftm therefore, if we regard 
grammatical Propriety, the Pronoun In's rnufi: be re

ferred.-N ot the clear Reafoner; He would obferv.e· 

the Emphafi.s of the Word then*· Implying forne 

Difcovery, or fame Conviction, in Con[equencc of 
which, Deliv~rance from Death enfues; or wirh 

which it is conneBed. Can this be a Difcovery or 
a Conviction of GOD's Ju!tice, in punifhing Him? 
No verily.--Much lefs therefore can I ddcern the 
found Divine. He knows, and affirms conftantly,. 
that this is the Confequence of the M ES SI A f-rs 
Rigbteoufnefs alone. V/bich, being imputed to the 
Sinner, becomes, for the bldfed Purpofc of J ufiifi.ca

tion unto Life, his t· 
So 

:r., V crfe 24 .. 
t " 1he Upright17ifs, fays Mr. Cm:rl, chiefly inte·nded' 

" · here, is the Righteoufm/s of CHRIS 'T, in aod by w hicl1 
" we are reconciled to ancl made one with G 0 D. \i\f e 
" never fre, where our Upri,:;htnefo is, till we fee tht""e 

" is nothing that makes us il:and upright in the Court of 
" Heaven, but only CHRIST cJ-u,r Righteoufoefs.-Th~s 

IS 
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So that Afpajio feems to have the Import of Lan
guage, and the Scope of the Context, both on his 

Side. And I may venture to add '\ he has the confo
latory Genius of the Gofpcl , yet more firongly plead
inO' for his Inter;1retation. It mufr vield but cold 
~ • J 

Comfort, to tell a poor Wretch, confined to the 
Bed of ]angui£hing, and

0
alarmed with Apprehenfions 

of eternal Vengeance; but cold Comfort mu!l: it 
yield, to tell (uch a one, that he has deferved all this 
Mifery, and is jufily puniibed. Whereas, to inform 
him of a Rjghteoufnefs, fufficient to do away all his 
Tra-nfgre!Iions ; fufficient to reconcile him, and ren-

der 

" is the great Duty of the Me!rengers and Interpreters 
" 9f CH R JS T, to declare to Man this Righteo ufnefs for 
" his Uprightnefs. And that hence it i~ (as Elihu fpeaks} 
" that GOD is and will be gracious unto him." 

Mr. Caryl, in expounding the Bnok of Joh, has ac
quitted himfelf like a Mafter in lfrael. His Thoughts 
are beautiful and animated. His Criticifms are correct 
and judicious. His Language, confidering _the Time in 
w4ich he wrote, is remarkably pure and thong. His 
Doltrines are truly edifying, becaufe, generally [peaking. 
they are evangelical.-What is a very neceifary, but 
very difficult Tafk, in explaining this Part of Scripture, 
the ConneClion of the Sentiment is difcovered~ the Bear
ings and Dependencies of the Argument are pointed out ; 
and the Tranfitions from one Paifage to another, ibewn 
to be, not wild and diforderly, but jufr, regular, and 
graceful. 

The only Fault attending this Work, i~ Prolixity. f 
wiih fome fkilful Hand would, by rendering it lefs copi
ous, render it more ufeful. I cannot but think, it might 
be a profitable Employ for young Students in Divinity, 
to exercife themfelves in abridging l\.1r. Caryl, Dr. Owe?'! 
upon the Hehrews, Mr. Charnock upon the Attributes, or 
fome foch valuable,' but voluminous Authors. Thefe, and 
many other Works of the fame luxuriant Growth, would, 
if put into the Alembic, afford us the very Spirit of the 
Gof pel, and the richeft Cordials for our Souls . 



Let. X. Reverend Mr. WESLEY. 223 

<ler him acceptable, even to the chafl:ifing G 0 D ; 
fufficient to obtain his Deliverance, very probably 
from Death, mofi: affuredly from Hell; this is a re
viving Report indeed. This will make the Bones, 
which Sin and Mifery had broken, to rejoice. 

:Lhen, the Sinner and the Sufferer, attentive to 
this InHruB:ion, and applying this Righteoufnefs, is 
made Partaker of Pardon. G 0 D, the fovereign 
L 0 R D of Life and Death, is gracious unto him; 

and faith, in the Greatnefs of his Strength, as well 
as in the ~Aultitude of his Mercies, deliver him from 

going down into the Pit of Corruption, as a Pledge of 
his Deliverance from the Pit of Perdition. For I 
have found a Ranfam, fatisfactory to my Law, and 
to my J ufl:ice. I have received an Atonement, in 
Behalf of this once obnoxious, now reconciled Tranf
grdfor. 

He jhall receive the Blejfing from the L 0 RD, and 
Righteoufnefs.-This you would render Holinejs. But 
have you no Hebrew Lexicon to inform you, that the 
Word which fignifies Holinefs, is very different from 
the Expreffion ufed by the Pfalmi!l: r He fays npi~, 
whereas. Holinefs is expreffed by tVi)?.-:--Befides, have 
you not obferved, that ;•our Interpretation would be
tray the Pfalmifr, into apparent Tautology r He had, 
in tl)e preceding V erfes, difpJayed the Duties of 
practical Godlinefs, and the Graces of inherent Ho
linefs. The Perfon he defcribes, poffeffos the latter, 
.and praB:ifes the former. To fay, therefore, he 
fhall receive Holinefs, when he has it al readv, would 

' 
not fuit David's Correetnefs; however, it may fuit 
Mr. lf/ejley's Fancy, or Mr. lf/e_lley's Dcfign.-In thi s 
Claufe, the evangelical Moralifi: touches upon qllu = 

ther Particular, which entersJ as an effenti_al Part) 
into 
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into the CharaB:er of a godly Man; even the Righ
teoufnefs which is of Faith. Denoted by the B1effing 

of Pardon, and the G ·ift of Righteoufnefs. Take 
away this, and there is no Acceptance with G 0 D. 

Take away this, and the Gates, mentioned in the 

Clofe of the Pfalm, are unalterably lhut. Unlefs 

'\ve are furnifhed with this Paifport, the everlafting 
Doors never lift up their Heads.-If you exclude 

this Peculiarity, the Defcription is very imperfect, 
and the Pillure extremely deficient. Whereas, ,tnis 
adds the finifhing Touch, and gives true Perfection 

to both. 
Several Paffages are quoted, in which the Word 

ilpi:: occu:-s. Sometimes you would have it fignify 
Mercy ; fometimes Jujlijication; fometimes fpotlefs 
Hoiinefs. But what Proof do I find, for efbblifning 

any of thefe Significations ; which differ fo much 

from one another, and Hill more from the Truth r 
Nothing but the cufiomary Argument, " So it un 

" queftionably means."-I\Jow you mufi unqueHi
onably know, at leaft every Novice in the Lan
guage knows, that the genuine and native Senfe of 

n~i~ is Righteoz1ncfs . The Word expreffive of 
Mercy, is ion; neither in Sc nfe nor Sound alike.
As to .fujlification, the Phrafe never denotes that 

bleffed Effelt, but the divine and mecitorious c ·aufe, 
which produces it. 

Shall I, in this Inquiry, appeal to the beft Lexi
cons, the mofl approved T'ranf1ations, or the abldl: 
Int erpreters ? No, I will refer you to the Dcci fion of 

an Interpreter, who is fuperior to all Lexicons and 

all Tran!1ations; I mean, the Author of the Epiftle 

to the Hebrews. He tranilates this very \Vord, as 

it enters into the Name of lvfclchifeda. And he 
' J 

tranDates. 
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tranflates it, not Mercy, not Juft:ification, no, nor 
fpot1efs Holinefs, but Righteoufnefs. Even that 
Righteoufnefs, whofe Fruit is Peace with G 0 D, 
and Peace in our own Con(cience. Now, will you 
play the Critic upon this infpired Writer? and fay~ 
U nquell:ionab1 y it means, not what the Apofile has 
de(ermined; not what Afpajio, fupported by hi~ 

Authority, has adopted; but what I think fit to 
diCl:ate? 

An Oppofer of our L 0 R D's imputed Righte
teoufnefs, who had more Difcretion or more Sub
tilty than ~vlr. W tjley,, would have argued in this 
Manner. " The original \Vord, I muft confefs, 
" · ought to be tranflated Righteoufnefs. This is un
" doubtedly the principal and leading Signification 
" of the Term. But then the Circumfiances and 
'' the Context oblige us to underfiand it, in the 
'' Notion of Mercy, of fpotlefs Holinefs, or of any 
" Thing elfe, that ferves our Purpofe." - This 
would be more modeft and more plaulible, though 
not more juft and folid, than your confident Af
fertion. 

Suppofe, we 1hould admit this Pretence, what 
does the Critic gain thereby? Mufi he not have Re
courfe to that noble and comfortable Doctrine, for 
which we plead? Let the Word be tranflated Merc_v. 
vVhy is Mercy £hewn to Sinners ? Is it not on Ac
count of the Righteoufne[s ef their SURETY? 
Let it be tranflated Goodnefs. Wherefore is Good
nefs exercifed to rebellious Men ? Is it not becaufe 
of the Satisfatlion, made by their crucified LORD ? 
Render it whatever you pleafe, provided it conveys 
the Idea of Favour vouchfafed, or of the Benefits 
conferred, it mufi terminate, frill terID;inate, in that 

Q.. i;rand 
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grand central Point, the Incarnation, Obedience, 
and Death of I l'vl MANUEL. 

Si on jhalL be redeemed with Judgment-" After fe
" vere Puniil1ment," you fay.-'I'he Hebrew Pre
pofition, fignifying after, is in~. I find no Trace 
of any fuch Word, in my Edition of the Bible. You 
may as well render or interpret the Paifage, in the 
Mi4fl. And then, if fome other Critic ihould be 
inclined to tranflate it, before or round about; we 
fhould have a large Compafs of Meaning,! but 
where wou1d Precifion and ExaB:nefs be found ?
But why is Sion to be redeemed after fevere Puni!h
ment ? Has her Puni!hment any Influence or Sway 
in the Work of her Redemption ? Does the Puni!h
ment of Man pave the Way for the Salvation of 
G 0 D ? Are Sinners to wait for Pardon and Recon
ciliation, till they have been feverely puni!hed? This 
is very difcouraging Doerrine. And, bleffed be 
G 0 D, it is abfolutely without Foundation. The 
Gofpel fays; To Day, e'ven to Day , Sinners, if ye 
will hear his //oia, ye jhall enter into Rejl. You need 
not tarry, till you have been !everely chafiifed; but 
this Infi:ant, believe in the L 0 RD ']-ES US, and 
you !hall be faved. 'J'he L 0 RD 7 ES US has 
been wounded and bruifed in your Stead . He has 
received ail the Puniiliment, which yo u have de .. 
ferved. Y ca, as a Ranfomer, h~ has paid double, 
as a Vierirn, he has fuffaed Double*, for all your 
Sins.-Confi<lering thefe 'rhings, I am frill dif
pofed to abide by A/pajio's plain and obvious Inter
pretation. Not to go out of my \Vay, in queft of 
the pricking Briar and grieving T'horn; whe n I 
meet with Rofrs and Lilies in the common Road . 

" ' 
G· Il-1 ,-1 2 t ... ~ • \.. • • 

In 
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In the L 0 RD have I Righteaufnefs. rI'his will 
not fatisfy our Critic. It mufi be through the LORD. 
-What piddling Criticifm is this, even in cafe it 
was true, and anf wered fame fpecious End r but it 
is by no means true. Every Body knows, that the 

Prefix :i fignifies in; and every Body but Mr. lf/ ejley 
would bluih to aflert the contrary. Neither does it 
anfwer any valuable End, but the Reverfe. It ~e
grades the exalted Senfe, a.nd impoverilhes the r1.ch 
Bleffing. To have Righteoufnefs in the L 0 RD, 

is abundantly more expreffive of glorious Grace, 
than barely to have Righteoufnefs through the 
LORD. Mordecai had Riches and Honours, through 
Ahafuerus, and his royal Favour; Ejlher had Riches 
and Honours, in Ahafuerus, as her royal Hufband. 

He by being a Courtier, foe by being a Confort, to 
the moil: magnificent Monarch in the World. 

If Mr. We/ley piadled in the foregoing, he flafhes in 
the following Paffage. He affures us that t::l'r.i?y p~1!: 
means, fpotlefs Holinefs . This is really a bold Stroke 
in Criticif m. But, like many other bold Enter
prifes, it is ] ikel y to prove, not a Birth, but an 

Abortion.-t::l'r:i~.li fpat!~fs I You might as well have 
rendered it toothlefs. It has no more to do with the 

Idea of fpotlefs, than it has to do with the Idea 
of an Ivory Tooth, or a po1ifhed 'rooth-pick. Li
terally tranfiated, it fignifies Ages; and may denote 
the Perpetttity of this Righteoufnefs, and of its bene
ficial Effelts. It was from the Beginning, it is at 
this Day, and it will he even unto the _End, mighty 
to fave. It is the one Refuge and.Hope of Sinner3, 
in every Age of the World, and under every Difpen
fation of Religion. Through all the Changes of 
'I'ime it has been, and thr_ough the unchangeable 

Q 2 Eternity 
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Eternity it will be, their chief Joy, and their Crown 
of Rejoicing. 

What Righteoufnefs fhall give us Peace at the 

Jafi: Day, inherent or imputed ? 1"o this ~efi:ion 
.Jljpajia has replied, in a very explicit lVIanner, by 
prefenting us with a pertinent Extraa: from Bijhop 
Hall, and by commenting upon a moft important 
Prophecy of lfaiah. In both which, all human 
Righteoufnefs is fet afide, and our Peace is derived 
entirely from the glorious SHI L 0 H *· From 
Him, who made Peace by the Blood of his Crofs, 
and whofe Name is THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 
Having this heavenly Bleffing, and the Right of 
conferring it, as the peculiar Privilege, or unlhared 
Prerogative of his Crown. 

Mr. l17ejley is pleafed to deny this Doarine, and 
to affociate with the Papifl:s t, in afcribing our 
Peace (and if our Peace, then our Salvation) " partly 
" to inherent, partly to imputed Righteoufnefs." 
-But does our Church fo ? Heat her own Words. 
We do not prefume to come to this thy Table, 0 

merciful L 0 RD, trufting in our own Righteouf
nefs ; much lefs then will 1he dare to approach his 
Judgment-Seat, trufiing in any fuch Thing.-Does 

the 

:If; Gen. xllx. Io. n~'W Schifo. Nomen Mef/i~ peculiar1, 
tranquillatorem dejignans. That is, the Maker of Peace, 
and the Author of Tranquillity, for rebellious and 
wretched Men. 

t The Doetrine of the Papifis, avowed by a Writer of 
their own, is ; " Our Confidence and Hope in the Day 
" of] udgment dependeth, not only upon our Apprehen
" fion of CHRIS'l's Merits by Faith, but alfo upon our 
" Conformity to CHRIST, in Charity and good Works. ~· 
-The Reader may fee this Prefumption rebuked, and 
this Error refuted, in Dr. FuL K's Annot11tions on the Rbe .. 
mifo 'l fjtament. 1 John iv. 17. 
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the Apoftle Paul do fo r Hear his own Protefiation. 
Y:hat I may he found in CHRIS T, not having mine 
own Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law; which · con
fifts of my perfonal Obedience, and inherent Holi
nefs. But having this, as the Source of my Peace, 
and the Strength of my Salvation, the Righteoufnifs 
which is of G 0 D hy Faith ; even that inconceivably 
precious Righteoufnefs, which GOD my SAVIOUR. 
·wrought, and which a Sinner by Faith receives.
Did Mr. Wejley him(elf always do fo? Let thofe 
Lines bear \\litnefs ; of which neither the Poet, 
nor the Divine, need be a!hamed. 

J1.4y righteous Servant and my S 0 N 
Shall each believing Sinner clear, 

.And all who }loop t' abjure their own, 
Shall in his Righteoufnefs appear. 

Will that Righteoufnefs give you Peace, which 
_you abjure? Or, is it pious, is it prudent, is it 
confi!l:ent, to truft jn a Righteoufnefs, which you 
abfolutely renounce? That which you abjure (a 
fironger Word could not be ufed) You confider, 
not barely as defpicabie, but as utterly abominable. 
Whereas, that which gives you Peace at the awful 
'rribunal, mufl: not only be excellent, but incom
parably excellent and valuable.-See, my Friend, 
how thine own Mouth condemneth thee, and not I: Yea, 
thine own Lips tejlify againjl thee*. 0 ! that you 
may return to your firft Sentiments., and to your firft 
Lovet ! And no longer expofe yourfelf and your 

Doc
• Job xv.6. 

t That Mr. Wtjley may not be afhamed to retraa a mif
taken Sentiment, I will break the Ice, and Jead the Way. 
If it be fhameful to renounce Error, and facrifice all to. 

. Q.. 3 Trutl1, 
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Dochine, to be a bye Word among the People. If 
you pedift in fuch palpable Inconfiilencies, who can 
forbear taking up that taunting Proverb, A double
minded Man is ur!flable in all his Ways. 

But flop. A Paffage fr0m St. John is introduced, 
to fupport this Opinion. " CHRIS 'I' died for us, 
" and lives in us, that we may have Boldnefs in the 
"Day of 'Judgment."-'Th'at CHRIST died for 
us, and lives in us, I readily acknowledge. But 
.. where 

Truth, I do very willingly take this Shame to rnyfelf.
In a Copy of Verfes, which I formerly wrote, facred to 
the Memory of a generous Benefactor, I remember the 
following Lines. 

O_ur Wants relie<7J'd hy thy indulgent Care, 
Shall gicve thee Courage at the dreac!ful Bar, 
.And ;1ud the Crown, thou )halt far e~ver wear. 

Thefe Lines, in whatever Hands they are lodged, and 
whatever elfo, of a like Kind, may have dropt from my 
l'en, I now publicly difclaim. They are the very re
verfe of my prefent Belief. In which I hope to perfe
vere, fo long as I have any Being. 

Far be it from me to fuppofe, that any \Vork of mine, 
fuould, in order to create my Peace, or cherifh my Con
fidence, be coupled ;u;ith CHRIS 'F's moji holy All. I fpeak 
the Words of our Church, and I f peak the Senfe of the 
Prophet. l will trujl, and not he afraid. Wherefore? 
Becaufe I am inherently holy ? Rather, hecaufe G 0 D is 
my Salrvation. G 0 D manifeft in the Flefh, has fini.fhed 
my Trar:fgreffion, and made an End of my Sin. And 
in this moft magnificently gracious Work will I rejoice. 
-I f peak agreeably to the Declaration of the H 0 LY 
G H 0 ST. Fear not, far thou }halt not he ajhamed, neither 
/halt thou /;~ CQ!Jfaunded. Why ? Becaufe thy inherent 
Goodnefs £hall prevent thy Confufi.011 ? No; but on a 
Footing, infinitely more folid; for a Reafon, infinitely 
m.ore fatisfaClory ~ }Jecaufe thy 1'.1 AKER i~ thy Hz~/band. 
·The Confequencc of which is, all thy Debts and Defici
encies ar~ upon Him; all his confurnmate Righteoufoe!;. 
~~ 1,1pon~thee.. -
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where do you find any of the Apofiles, from thefe 
Premifes, drawing your Conclufion? St. J ohn, whom 
you quote, has no fuch Logic.. His Inference is de
duced from a very different Topic. You give us a 
Fragment of the Apofile's Words ; why don't you 
exhibit the golden Bowl compie te ? \Ve !hall then 
quickly perceive, that it contai ns a m ore fweet and 

·falutary Draught> than you have provided for our 
Refrefhment. 

E11 T8TW TETEAEiw/a.i, 'l'l 1Xyxr.?1 1v.. £G' ~f-CtJ V , lll lX. w.x~ .:. 
fYJ<nCG!I EXWf./, Ell Ell 7''i') "fJ/J,EpCG x.e ~u£~~·; . vV hi ch v:e tr:mf
late, Herein is our Love made per/ell, that we may 
hm.1e Boldnefi in the Day of J udgment ·:!< . As you are 
fond of criticifing upon th e origi nal Scriptures, here 
you might have done it jufily and honourably. Here 
you might have altered and refo rmed our Tran!1a
tion ; whifo every capable J uclge would have owned 
your Service, to be feafon able and important. The 
true Senfe of p-r9' rip.wv, is with us, or with regard tr; 

us. That is, GO D's Love, cel ebra ted with inimit
able t Energy and Beauty in the preceding Verfe,; 
G 0 D's Love towards us is herein made perfect ; 

this is its grand and crowning Efftet, that we H1ould 
Q. 4 have, 

,,. I John iv. 17. 
t 0 Elio~ a'Ya?T~ Er-iv, God is Loq_;e, This I ca11 inimita

ble. Nothing can be more fimple, yet nothing is more 
foblime. For my Part, I know not how to attempt an 
Il lu!hation of the noble Sentiment. It !hikes the lVIind, 
as Light Hrikes the Eye. No Art can make this more 
bright; and no Paraphrafe can make that more delicate, 
more majefiic, more aff~c1ing.-How flat, fome of the 
fineH Things, faid by the ancier.t Phiiofophers; how flat 
they read, when compared with this animated Stroke of 
divine Eloquence, the Reader, if he pleafes, may fee in 
C oei TE M PL.l\TIONs ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 

5 
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have, not a bare Hope, but an unappalled Boldnefs 
at the Day of J u<lgment. 

As though he had fa id, G 0 D, having reconciled 
us to himfelf, by the Blood of his SON-having re
newed us after his own Image, by his bldfed S P I
R IT, tefiifying of C 1-l RIST in our Hearts
havin_g carried us through a]} the Dangers of Life, 

and raifed our Bodies from the Dufi of Death-He 
crowns and co11fummates all thefe mofi indu1gent 
ACls of his Grace, by giving us an undaunted and 
triumphant Confidence, at the Day of univerfal Au
dit.-According to this Interpretation, your own 
Text is againfi: your Opinion, and refers this joy
ful Affurance, not to our Love of GOD, but to his 
Love of us ; not to inherent Righteoufnefs, but to 
free Grace *. 

Afpajio thus tranflates St. Peter's Words; lf/ho 
have obtained like precious Faith in the Righteaufnefs of 
our GOD and our SAVIOUR] E SUS CHRIST t . , 
l\!Tr. Wejley gives us to underfrand, that this Tranfla
tion is wrong. It £hould be Faith through-and not 
through the Righteoufnefs, but through the Mercy 
of our G 0 D and S AV I 0 U R .-He will not al
low the Greek Prepofition n• to fignify in; though I 
can prove it, to have been in peaceable Pofieilion 
of this Signification, for more than two thoufand 

Years. 

• Should it be faid, in cafe you thus interpret the firft 
Part of the Text, how will it conneB: wjth what follows? 
Perfetlly well.-And none need wonder, that we fhall 
2ppear with fuch Bo!dnefs at his Coming; fince they 
cannot but obferve, that aJ He is, Jo are 11/e in this W/orld. 
We are aCluated by his SPIRIT; we refcmble Him in 
all our Converfation; and hence it is evident, that we are 
one with Him. 

t_ 2 Pet. i. I. Tor; '0'011µ.ov 'l'Jf.1-IV M')(,ljCJf iw1n11 IP d'1x"1out111)2 

'1'8 Eh~ "1f-'<Wll ~ vw'Jngo~ 'llptP~ hw~ Xg1r~. 
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Years. And the Subfiantive J'ix~rncru1n1 muft not de
note Righteoufnefs, though it pleads, as a vVarrant 
for this weighty Senfe, the incontefiable Authority 
of St. Paul. Give me L eave to tell .,you, Sir, that 
I can produce a Multitude of Proofs, to overthrow 
your firfl: puny Alteration ; but produce, if you can, 

a fingle Palfage from the whole New Teframent *, 
to upholil your lat1 daring Innovation. 

Here, I cannot but obferve; you abandon your 
favourite Commentator Bengelius; of whofe Merit 
and Excellence you fpeak fo highly and fo jufrJy. 
He fays, in his Notes upon the PJace, the Righte
oufnefs of G 0 D our SAVI 0 UR, is the Righte
oufnefs of CI-IRIS 'T; which Faith apprehends, and 
which is oppofed to a ~v1an's own Righteoufnefs.
vVhat is more f urprifing, you depart from your own 

Comment; nay, you exprdly contradict your own 
Comment. To edify the Readers of your Expofi
tion, you inform and aifure them, that this Phrale 
fignifies " both the active and paffive Righteoufnefs" 
of CHRIST. T'o gain fay what Afpa/io has ad
vanced, you more than inf111uate, that it fignifies no 
fuch Thing, but only "the Mercy of our LORD." 
-Nay, to corroborate the true Senfe, and deter
mine the Words invariably to the aCl:ive and paffive 
Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, you add, '' lt is this 
" alone, by which the J ufiice of GOD is fatisfied.'' 
If then Mr. Wejley would reconcile, what he writes 
in his expofitory Notes, with what he writes in his 

Ani-

• Cf he Righteoufaefl cf G 0 D, tbc Rigbteoufnefs of G 0 D 
our SAVI 0 UR, never denotes, in all the apofiolical 
Writings, the Attribute of Merc._y. If it does, and Mr. 
W ejlry can make it appear, I will confefs myfelf miftaken~ 
and thank him for correcting my Error. 
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Animadverfions on .AJPajio, he muff: maintain, that 
by the Jidercy of G 0 D alone, his J ufiice is fatisfied. 

I will not exclaim, on this Occafion, as you have 
too freely and not very genteelly done, in your Let
ter to Mr. Law, " Exquifite Nonrenfe * !" But this 
I may venture to fay, Contradiction, didfi thou ever 
know, fo trufty a Friend, or fo faithful a Devotee ? 
Iv1any People are ready enough to contradicr others. 

But it feems all one to this Gentleman, whether it 
be another or himfelf, fo he may but contradict. 

Permit me, for a Moment, ferioufl y to expofi:u
late the Cafe. Why iliou1d you be fo averfc to the 
Righteoufnefs of our G 0 D and S AV I 0 UR ? 
"\filhy fuould you ranfack all the Stores of your Learn
ing and I(nowledge; nay, defcend to unwarranta
ble Criticifms, and quite unworthy your fuperior 
Abili ties, in order to exclude this moil: glorious 
Truth from the Bible ; in order to exterminate this 
moil: precious Privilege from the C hurch ? Attempt, 
if you think proper, to piuck the Sun from the Fir
mament, to hide the Li gh t from our Eyes, and 
withdraw the Air from our Lungs. But do not 
attempt to rob us of what is far more valuable than 
all thefe Bleffings, by deprivi ng us of this inefiima ... 
ble Treafure, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIS 'T.-

Whic h, 

* rvrr. lFe}!ey, in the Ahridgment of his Letter to Mr. 
Lar-u.:, infertcd in the Pr~(tr·1.:ati'Ve fi·om unfett!ed Notion;, 
has expunged this and fome other indecer.tly harfh Ex~ 
preffious. In fo doir.g, he has done well. Since the 
tontemptv.ous and the nproL1cJ.:fulj even when real!y de
fcrved, c~.n have no Tendency to confirm o:.ir Argument, 
but to provoke Refentment. 'l'hey are not the mull pro
miling I\/Ieans of joining us together, in the fame J\r1i.'d 
a:;d the fame Judgment; but nth~r the fore V./ay, to 
widen the Breach, and int;rca[e Animciiry. 
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Which, being a Righteoufnefs, immaculate, ail
furpaffing, divine, f wallows up and annihilates our 
(;uilt; as the immenfe Waves of the Ocean, would 
fwaUow up and annihilate the Drop of Ink, that 
now hangs on the Point of my Pen.-Vvhich, being 
a Righteoufnefs, immaculate, all -furpaffing, divine~ 
will prefent us before our GOD, and before his An
gels, without Spot and Blerni!h ; in Robes, more 
beautiful than the Colours of that refplendent Bow, 
which is bended on the Skirts of yor:der Clot:d. 

Therein is revealed the Righteuufn~/j of G 0 _D
" G 0 D's l\1ethod of jufiifying Sinners." See this 
Inteipretation examined, and this Objection anfwer
ed before. 

\Ve eftabliih the Law, as we expeB: no Salvation, 
without a perfe~ Conformity to it *-n3mely, by 
CHRIST. '' Is not this a mere ~1ibble ?" fays 
Mr.11/ejley.-Quite the reverfe. It is no low Conceit, 

hut an exceeding ferious and mo men 1:ous . Truth. 
It is no Play upon the Sound of \/Vords, but exprefles 
a Docrrine of great Solidity, and of the Iaft Impor
tance. 1~e11 me, ye that cavil at this l\1ethod of 
efl-abli!hing the Law, by what other Expedient you 
propofe to effect it ?-By your pail: Conduct? That, 
you mufi ackno\vledge, has been more or lefs a Vio
lation of the Law.-By the prefent Obedience ? 
That, you cannot deny, falls fhort of the fubiime 
Requirements of the Law.--By your future Beha
viour? Vlell, I will fuppofe , that, in fome future 

Period, 

"" The 1'?.eader is deGred to pernfe A/pa/i.o's own \Vords1 

Vol. II. P:::g . 369, 370 . There his Sentiments are more 
fully ex plai ned ; but the P-a!fage is not tranic ribed, on 
"'urpofe to at·oid increafing the Size of this Piece. 'Which 
ahead} fwclh to ~ larger Bulk than the V/ riter propofed. 
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Period, you reach the very Summit of PerfeClion. 
Still the Law will have much to complain of, and 
vvill Jay much to your Charge. You have not mag
nified it by a holy Nature. You have not prefented 
it, with the conf um mate Righteoufnefs of your whole 
Heart, and your whole Converfation. You have 
not begun, from the firfi 1'loment of your Exif
tence, and perfevered in this perfeet Conformity, to 
the laff: Breath you drew. In this Cafe, either the 
Law mufi recede from its mofi: righteous Demands, 
and the immutable G 0 D mufi compromife Matters 
with his Creatures, or elfe you -ean never enter into 
Life. Unlefs you renounce all fuch impotent At
tempts, and arrogant Conceits ; talk no more of 
" praCl:ifing it, in its full Extent," but betake your
felf to CHRIS 'T, who is the End of the Law *, 
far accompliiliing that Righteoufnefs, which its Pre
cepts demand, but which the Frailty of Man cannot 
perform. 

ThiJS we efl:abli!h the Law, as the confummate 
Standard of Righteoufnefs; as the original Condition 
of Life ; and as that molt venerable Syfiem, with 
which, as well as with its divine Author, there is no 
Variablenefs or Shadow of changing.-And does this 
lvlethod of fecuring the Dignity of the Law, hinder 

or 

• Rom. x. 8. CHRISTUS, faith Bengelius, tjl TE>-•~ 
~oµE; juflitiam C:J' rvitam, quam Lex ojlendit,fed dare nequit, 
trihuens. CHRIST is the End of t he Law. How? By 
bringing jn that Righteoufnefs, and giving that Life, 
which the Law fhews, and !hews the Want of, but neither 
itfelf gives, nor can enable us to acquire. 

CH R 1 STU S, faith St. Augufline, e.fl legis finis, interfi
ciens & perjidens. The ceremonial Law he has flain, and 
taken out of the Way . The moral Law he has fulfilled 
for us, and we in him. Inafmuch as, through Faith in 
his Name, his Obedience becometh ours._ 
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r er difcourage a dutiful Obfervance of its Commands ? 
If not, your ObjeB:ion derived from that well ~known 

Text, Without Holinefs no Man/hall fee the LORD, ir 

- - Telum imbelle fine illu. 

If this be the mofi rational, and the mofr fore Way 
.of producing the Love of G 0 D, which is the very 
Effence of true Holinefs, then your Objeetion re· 
coils, and falls upon the Head of your own Caufe.
Can there be a more powerful, a more endearing 
Motive to love the L 0 R D my G 0 D, than a 
Perfuafion of his ineffable Love to me, in giving his 
dear SON, fo to fulfil, fo to fatisfy the Law on my 
Behalf, that I am thereby delivered from all my Of
fences; am vefl:ed with a perfect Righteoufnefs; and, 
on the Foot of J uftice, as well as Mercy, Hand en-: 
titled to eternal Life r 

" Though I believe, that CHRIST hath lived 
" and died for me, yet I would fpeak very tenderly 
" and fparingly of the former."-How widely then 
does your PraB:ice differ from the Apoft]e's? lf?e be
lieve, and therefore have fpoken, confidently and in
ceffantly, in Seafon, and out of Seafon. No, fays 
.f\,fr. Wejley, "We believe, and therefore we fpeak 
" tenderly and fparingly."-If you believe, that 
CHRIST has lived for you, and fu]fil1 ed all Righ
teoufnefs in your Stead, furely you iliould gi ve him 
the Honour of this wonderful Loving-Kind nefs, and 
both preach, apd talk, and fing of his Goodnefs~ 
It fhould be as a Fire fhut up in your Bones; and 
you lhould fpeak, that yourfe1f may be refrdhed, and 
your L 0 RD may be glorified. 

But you " fear dreadful Confequences :'' What ? 
Where the div ine Holinefi fear s none ? Apd the di-, 

vw; 
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vine Prefcience fees none? Are you then more deep
fighted, to difcern thefe di!l:ant Evils, than Omni
fcience? Methinks, I would not have fpoken thus, 
unlefo I had been wifer than the SPIRIT of Infpi
r ation.-Do you not, by cherifhing, and avowing 
fuch Apprehenfions, find Fault with the glorious 
Gofpel, in which this R ighteoufnefs is revealed ? 
Revealed, as its mofi eminent Article, and mofl: dif
tinguifh ing Pecul iar ity ?-A Doctrine taught, and 
a Bieffing granted, and both from Heaven ! Yet not 
fit to be di fp1ayed, incu1cated, and infifted on!, What 
a contemptible Idea muft this give of our holy Re
ligion, anJ of our holy Revdation, to an inquiring 
Infidel ? 

" I would never fpeak of them (the aB:ive and 
, ., paffive Righteoufnefs of CHR IST) feparately ." 
-T'his inftnuates, what //Jpajio difavows; and what 

you cannot hint, without apparentinjufl:ice to his Sen
timents.-" I wo~dd {peak of it (th-;; former) as fpar
'' ingly as do the Scriptures." Here, you appea l to 
thofe VV riti ngs, which mu!l either condemn your Con
dud:, or their own Propriety. At your Leifure con
fid er the C ale, and you will fin d the Dilemma una
void able. -In the mean T'ime, be fo candid as to 
rea1 a iliort Note, inferted in T.0eron ai1d /1Jpajio , 
Vol. IL Page 394. \V here you may fee, t ha t the 
Scriptures are far from fpeaking fparingly on this 
Point. It is their favourite and fun damental Topic. 
I t runs through them, as a golden vVoof through a 

vVarp of Silver; or as the vital Blood through the 
animal Structure.-And whatever you, Sir, may be 

inclined to do, I hope, no Lover of CHRIST will 
be oerfuaJcd to fecrete this inv~lluable 1'ru th of the 

' 
Gufpel. Sru l1 Jach a rrruth !ku!k in a Corner;· or 

fpea~ 
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fpeak on I y in a Whif per ? No; let us proclaim it 
upon the Houfe- Tops; and wiili, th at the joyful 
Sound may reach the very Ends of the Earth. 

The Gift of Righteoufnefs mull: fignify a Righte
oufnefs not their own.-Afpajio's Expreffion is, not 
originally their own. Originally he faid, with a 
View of hinting, that, in fome other Senfe, it was 
and is their own. Their own, by way of Impu
tation, though not by way of Operation. This 
Word, in order to make the Sentence appear ab-
ford, l\1r. Wejley drops. But whether foch a Prac
tice be free from Guile, or vv-hat the A poft1e calls 
cunning Craftinefs, let the impartial Reader judge. 

Afpajio's Interpretation of the Phrafe, authenti
cated by the Language of Scripture, 1\Jlr. lf/ejley fcts 
afide; and introduces another, whofe only P ecom
rnendation to the Public is, "I come from Mr. PFef· 
" ley's Pen."-Do you fo ? Then we will allow you 
ail proper Regard. But, becaufe you come from 
Mr. 11/ejley's Pen, muf!: you therefore difplace Pro
prie ty, and fupplant 1 ruth ? ~Aake an inf pi red 

Writer argue incorrectly, nay, jar with himfolf? 
This is rather too much for you to affume, even 
though you came recommended by a greater Name. 

" The Gift of Righteoufnefs fignifies the Righ
"' teoufnefs or Holinefs which G 0 D gives to 2r:d 

" works irr them." Let us obferve the Ap:)rtle"s 
Aim, and the Procefs of his Reafoninrr.-Eis Aim 

'=' 

is to ill ufl:rate the l\t1anner of our J ufiification. For 

this Purpofr, he forms a Contrafr between Adam's 
Tran rgreffion) and C l--1 RI S T's ()bedience. A.lam's 
Tranfgreffion, which he himfelf commit ed , ruins 
all that fpring from him. 1~ his is the leading Pro
pofition. N o·N: if the facr~d Di fputant kr.o 'N£ ho 1.v 

D 
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to reafon accurately, or to draw a Conclufion jufi1y, 
the Conclufion mufr be to this Effea; So Jikewife 
CHRIS 'T's Obedience, which he himfelf per· 

..-- formed, recovers all who believe in Him. Through 

Adam's Difobedience, without the Confideration of 
their own Mi!Cloings, the former are made Sinners. 
Through CHRIS T's Obedience, without the Con· 
;fidcration of their own good ~alities, the latter are 
made righteous.-Though I am far, very far from 
difefieeming the Holinefs wrought in us, yet what 

Place has it here ? In the Article of J ufl:ification it 
is utterly excluded. It has no Share in the Accom

plifhment of that great Work ; and every attentive 
Reader will fee, that it enters not into the Apo!l:le's 
prefent Argumentation.-Befides; if the Gift of 

Righteou(ncfs fignifies the Holinefs wrought in us, 
then we !hall reign in Life, by means of a perfona], 

not of an imputed Righteoufnefs, by means of an 
imperfect, not of a complete Obedience,_.._ Then 
all the People of G 0 D \Vill be jufl:ified, not by the 
Obedience of 0 NE, but each by his own, feveraliy 
and difiintl:ly. Which is contrary, not only to a 
fingle, but to many exprefs PafTages of this very 
Chapter. 

I faid, " Every attentive Reader will fee''-Some, 
perhaps, may fay within themfelves; Is not thi~ 

fpoken in tv1r. /r~ejley's l\1anner ? The loofc pre

fomptive \Vay of Arguing, which you blame- in 
Him ?-'l'o which it is anf wered ; I am far from 
re£ting my Point upon this prefumptive Proof. It ii 
not the Pillar, which fupports my Ca.u(e ; but only 
a Fefl:oon, which adorns my Pillar.-However, was. 
it accompanicJ with no Proofs, fatisfactory to others; 

it muf1: to Mr. ff'tj1ey, whom I fuppofe one of the 

7 attentive 

' 
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attentive Readers, have the Force of Demonflration. 
Hear his own Words, in his Comment on this very 
Portion of Scripture. " As the Sin of Adam, with
" out the Sins which we afterwards committed, 
'' brought us Death : So the Righteoufnefs of 
't CHRIS 2J, without the good Works, . which 
'' we afterwards perform, brings us Life *."-It is a 
Righteoutnefs, without the good-Works, which we 
afterwards perform ; therefore, it is a Righteoufnefs, 
not originally our own, bu~ Another's. It is not 
that, which G 0 D works ih us, but prior to it, and 
independent on it. If Afpajio had fuborned an Evi
dence, and put vVords into his Mouth, he could not 
have devifed a more direet and full Confirmation of 
his Doctrine, than this volunteer Witnefs drpofeth .. 
-I thank you Sir, for giving me fo valuable an Ex
planation of the Gift of Righteoufnefs, and its bleffed 
EffeCt.s. I thank you Iikewife, /or fornilhing Afpafu; 
with fo incontefiable a Vindication, aga-infi: the Ob
jeB:ions of the Author of The Prefar·vath·e. 

'The Obedience of 0 NE, fo highly extolled by 
the Apofile, is CHRIS T's aB:ual Performance of 
the whole Law.-This you deny. I wifn you had 
favoured me with your Rea(ons for this Denial. But 
my Willies of this Kind are conftantly difappointe?. 
I-Iowever, I will follow our LORD's Direchon, and 
do unto ethers, even as I would they {hould do unto 
me. I will give you ;;t Reafon for my own or Afpajio's 
Interpretation .-The Apo{He is treating of Adam's 
actual Breach of the Law. If fo, the p:·oper Anti
thefis mu ft be CHRIS T's actual Performance of 

R the 

>)'- Here Mr. fPe.Jlry fpeaks in perfea Ag;eement with 
St. Ch1:YfoJlo:-n ~ 0 x~~,-o~ 'TOI~ i~ "'ne, ««-~;;17s fl ~IX.lW:T~C0-'/7i:i'V.~~, 
~t :ic.~ w~o~'~rw- T 'I/<; d1~moo-1.:m;. 
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the Law.-In the following Verfes he explains him
felf. Let them be the Comment on our Text, and 
the Gift of Righteoufnefs means, The Righteoufnefs ~f 
ONE; the Obedience o/O NE. This Righteoufnefs 
we have in JESUS CHRJS'Tour LORD; all 
other is inherent in ourfelves. J ufi:ification by this 
Righteoufnefs, is alone confifient with free Grace ; 
J ufiification by any other, is (inconiifient with it, 
is) fubverfive of it. 

Farther; as you are a Critic in the Gruk, you 
Plced not be informed, that St. Paul ufes three 
feveral Words, Jrx.a,wp.a., J',xet,o<TUY')], v7ra.Kon. Now 
can you £hew any Paffages, in which all thefe Words 
are ufed to fignify Sufferings or Death? Nay, can 
you fhew me any fingle Paf.fage, in which any one 
of them, occurs in this Signification ? If you cannot, 
what Shadow of Authority have you, for putting this 
Confl:ruction upon the Words, in the prefent Cafe? 
What Shadow of Authority for faying, with that 
unlimited Confidence; CH RI S'l''s '' dying for 
" Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not the whol1 
" which is meant by that Expreffion *!"-If yoµ 
attend to the Tenour of the Apofile's Argument, or 
enquire into the Import of his Language, perhaps, 
you will fee Caufe, not only to alter, but even to 
reverfe, this your pofitive Aifertion. 

Let me fubjoin an Extract from St. Chryf qjlom ; 
fuited to this and the preceding Paragraph; and 

worthy 

• The Obedience of One, St. Chryfoflom expound~ by, 
o@..xa1op9we7avl~. Would Mr. Wejley venture to aflirm, 
that dying cwell, not doing <well, is certainly the chief Thing 
fignified in xa1op9c.iO"av1~ ? A pretty daring Criticifm this!_ 
Does not the Word rather fignify, A Co~ufc:: of Well
doing; terminated (if you pleafe) in, not conftituted by. 
a correfpondent Death ? 
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worthy of our ferious Co.nfideration. From which 
it will appear, that Afpajio is by no means fingular in 
his Sentiments, but fpeaks the Do8rine of the an
cient Church. Tu7r~ EPV I~cn~ Xe'n~ o AJc;.,fJ-" 

'lilW) TU7r@', f}'VltTUI ; o1' WtT7Up EXHV(gji 'I'Ol) E~ au1H, 
xc;.,iJo,rE p.r, qJc;.,yHtT'1i (/./TfO 7'8 Eul-..H, tyE')IOllEll (X,n,~ 

Q.x11"18 '1'8 J',.x 7'1'111 Bpwo-u1 EHJ"Clx9::1.iJ©71, ~1w ~ 0 xe,>«27' 
-ro') EE av7:t, xa:.iJo,ryE 8 d'mCl,071'"eay11a-atT,, '}'Eyo11E 
wpoEEllO) * dDCCl,OtTU111J~, 'i'Jll ;,ex, 7'8 )O'.,Vp8 WXtT'll 'YJf-'11 
EXtXP'a-"1o· J,cx, nno <X.llW ~ r:ClJW T~ ENOL EX,EJ(X,,, ,:; 
~u11Exw~ ns1o E') p.Errov <pEpu i-.Eyw11, ilrr7rEe J'/ ENO.k 
&<.119ew7l"8 1J tXftXPl'" H~ TOll 'Y.CJ(jfOll EHT')JAeE· ~' Ell TW 7'¥ 

ENOl; wCleC<.7l'Jwp."1' o' 'lJoi-.A.o' iX7l"EG.x11011· ~' oux GtJ) 

J',' EN01: "f"e1ticre<.lll~, TO d'werip.ct. ~' To xe't-J-C<. EE 
ENO~ us- 'iC..XJ'1t.Kf'fl-"' . ~ '?JctA,11, E, '}'CY..~ TW 7'8 ENO.k 
W-0t..pCl7rJW{J-«l' 0 eOt..ll.XJ~ EbtX<nl--Et!crE j,c;., TZ Ell@)-'" ~t 
Ape;., 811 GtJS' J,' ENOk wCleCl7r1WfOt..J~' ~ 'lJ(XA'll' !l0"'7rEp 
;,et, T1!~ 7Je<.ecx:x.ori~ 'T8 ENOk .x119e.w7fg "fl-°'e1w1-.o, xa
'TE)aef)(jC(.11 0' WOAAO'. ~ 8X (.(.qJ'fCX-JC(J 'T8 ENO.k, u..' OJOt..11 
/\.Eyri <ro' o IHJ'a,@>', ww;, Ell~ x.0t..7oe9wa-ct.Y.1@7' n~ 
Xp,rz, ri ornHfl-Ell'n Ea-we~ ; J'u11'19)'); "u/w A.E')'E,11, ~w), 
oos- wl'Xf"X~(j((.JIJ~ 1'~ Ad'Clf, 11 O'X8f"'Ell1j X."JEX.p,e,,, t. 

R 2 'That 

"" Ilpo~Ho~, an expreffive Word l It {eems to denote 
foch a Procuring of Righteoufnefs for Sinners, as ccrre
fponds with the Proviiion made, by fame hofpitable 
l-Ioufholder, for the Strangers who are come to be hii 
Guefts . In which thev bear no Part, ei~her of the Ex. 
pence, or of the Trot1ble. neo~~vw O'o• TU1o, Hzgus rei /um 
tibi aullor; hanc rem tihi comparo. Steph. Thefa\.ir. in voe. 

t Chryfafl. Cf"om. III. pag. 71, 7z. Edit. Saq;tf, ".Adam 
"is a Type of CHR !ST. How? In this Ref peel; as 
" the former was the Caufe of Death to all his Defi . .'en
" dents, though they did not {like him) eat o f he for
,, bidden Fruit> fo CH RIST is the Ca1,1fe (@~;oo~ ) Au
" thor, Procurer of Righteoufnefs to al! h is Set:c,. though 
' 1 they have not (like Him} been pc:rfonally obedien~ ; 

"even 
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· 'rhat the Righteoufnefs of the Law might be fulfilled i11 

us. That is, by our Reprefentative, and in our 
Nature.-" Amazing!" cries Mr. Wejley. But 
why amazing r Is not this the common Import of 
the moil common Actions ? Do not you and I make 
Laws in and by our Reprefentatives in Parliament? 
May not every Debtor, when his Surety has given 
fuH SatisfaCl:ion to the Creditor, fay ; I have fatif
fied, I have paid, in my Bondfman? 

To invalidate this Interpretation, you alledge; 
That the Apofile " is not fpeaking here of the 
'' Caufa of our J ufl:incation, but the Fruits of it." 
Among all the excellent Things, which, in your 
Studies and in your Travels, you have learned ; 
have you n·ever learned, that, between faying .and 

prov mg, 

"' even of that Righteoufnefs, which he finifhed for us on 
a' the Crofs. For this Reafon,-to a/certain and appropri
u ate the Honour of this Righteoujnefs to CHRIST; as a 
H fflork, not wrought by us, nor 'Wrought in us, hut completed 
"1'0r us on the cw:fed 'Tree.-He infifis and dwells upon 
'' that very obfervable Circumfiance, One. He iterates 
" and reiterates the emphatical Word ONE. He intro-
4' duce& it again and ag~in, and can hardly prevail upon 
" himfelf to difcontinue N~e Repetition. As by one lvlan 
" Sin entered into the World-Through the Offence of 
" One many be dead-Not as it was by One that finned, 
" fo is the free Gift-The Judgment was by One to Con
" demnation-By one Man's Offence Death reigned by One 
H -As by the Offence of Om, Judgment came upon all 
" Men unto Condemnation-As by the Difobedience of 
" One ma.ny were made Sinners.-Thus does the Apoftle 
" again and again introduce the Word 0 NE, and can 
" hardly prevail on himfelf ro difcontinue the Repetition. 
'' That if a 'Jew fh ould .afk, How can the World be fave~ 
H by the ~Nell-doing of One, or by the Obedience of 
e' CH R1 ST? You may be able to reply on his own 
·u Principles; How could the World be condemned by the 
u Evil-doing of One, or by the Difobedienc@ of Adam r,,. 
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ptoving, there is a wide Difference? Never did I 
meet with a Perfon, who fee111ed fo totally ignorant 
of this very obvious Truth.-W ell ; we mufi: take 
your Word, without Proof; but l hope, not with
out Examin~tion. " The Apofile is fpeaking of the 
" Fruit." Is then the fulfilling of the Law, the 
Fruit of J ufiification? This is the firfi Time, I ap
prehend, that any fuch Thing was deliberately af
firmed. It is the Caufe, the adequate, the immedi
ate, and indeed the only proper Caufe of J ufrifica
tion. But the Fruits are Peace of Confr:ience, and 
Love of G 0 D; the Sphit of Adoption, and the 
Hope of Glory. 

Shew me, Sir, where ~io::1txiwf-rx, in Conjunction 
with TZ 110/""z, fignifies the Fruits of J ufiification ; 
~nd not thofe Demands of the Law, which mufi ne· 
ceffarily ~be fatisfied, before J uflification can take 
place.-Efgeciall y, when the Phrafe is corroborated 
by that other fi:rong Expreffion, wA.11ewGn. An Ex
preffion, ufed by our L 0 RD, concerning himfe]f, 
and the Defign of his coming into the \Vorld. J1~

plicable to Him alone, who is the End of the Law 
for Righteoufnefs; and defcriptive of that Obedience~ 

by which alone the Law is magnified. 
This Senfe, fays Afpajio, agrees with the Tenour 

t>f the Apofl1e's Arguing. " Not here ;" replies 
Mr. !Vejley.-Let us then confider the Aim, and 
trace the Prog_refs, of the Apofi:le's Reafoning. He 
is clearing up and confirming that great Priviiege of 
the Gofpel, There is no Condemnation to them that are 

in ] E SUS CH RI ST. This, you wi11 allow, i1 
not the Fruit of J uil:i.fication, but ] ufi:ification itfelf. 
As this wants no Argument to confirm it, let us 
proceed· in our Attention to the facred Writer~ 

·R 3 'rhere 
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There is no Condemnation to thofe, who are true 
Believers in _7 E SUS CH RI ST. Who, in Con .. 
fequence of this Belief, walk not after the Fleih, but 
after the SPIRIT. 

Perhaps, fome Man will fay ; How can this be ? 
Since even true Believers fa!I lhort. Nay, they of
fend ; and therefore mufi be liable to the Cude.
For this Reafon, they are delivered from Condem 
nation ; becaufe the Law of the SP IR I 'T of Life in 
CHRIST 'JESUS, that new Difpenfation, in
troduced in the room of the old Law, promifes the 
Privilege of Pardon, and the Gift of the S PI R IT; 
in which ... fhings the true Life and real Happinefs 
of Mankind confift. Promifes both freely, without 
any W arks, purely on Account of the Righteoufnefs 
which is in CH R IS.T JESUS. And hereby, 
this new, gracious, bleffed Difpenfation, hath made me 
free from the Law; which convinced me of Sin; con
demned me for Sin ; and bound me over unto Death. 

Thefe are glad Tidings, doubtlefs. But a-re they 
not attended with two Inconveniencies ? Does not 
this Procedure deprive the Law of its due Honour, 
and fcreen the Sinner from his deferved Punifh
rnent ?-By no Means. For that which was an ahfa 
/ute lmpoflibility, on .Acccount of the Stritlnefs of the 
Law, and the f/7eaknefs of human Nature, G 0 D, to 
whom nothing is impoffible, has moft wonderfu11y 
t!lccomplijhed. By fending his own S 0 N, in the Like
nefs of finjul Flejh, to live among Sinners ; to come 
under their Obligations ; and perform the Obedience 
demanded from them. By fending Him alfo to be 
·a Sacrifice far Sin; to be charged with its Guilt, 
and undergo its Punifhment. By this grand Expe
dient, he has provided for the Honour and perfect 

Accomplilhment 
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Accomplilhment of the Law. He has alfo condemned 
and punifhed Sin, with the utmoft Severity. And 
both thefe in the Flfjh; in that very Nature, which 
was guilty, difabled, ruined. 

Should you farther afk ; Wherefore is all this? 
To lay the furefi: Foundation, or make the mo!! 
complete Provifion, for our Jufiification. 'That the 
Righteoufnefi of the Law, both its righteous Sentence 
and its righteous Precepts, whatever either of Suffer- _ 
ing,or of Obedience it required from Tranfgreffors, 
being fulfilled in CH R) S 'T might be fulfilled in us. 
As it was all done in our Name; and as He and we 
are one. One in civil Efiimation, for He is our Re
prefentative. One in legal Efiimation, for He is 
our Surety. One in focial Efiimation, for He is our 
Bridegroom. For which Caufe, his righteous AB-s 
are ours, and his atoning Death is ours. 

There was a Time, when you embraced thefe 
Sentiments. When you had fuch Views of Things. 
When fuch Language came out of your rviouth. 
Which even now ftands upon Record, under your 
own Hand. See your " Principles of a Methodift." 
If you have forgotten them, permit me to remind 
you of them. u CH RI ST, you fay, is now the 
" Righteoufnefs of all them, that truly believe in 
" Him. He for them paid the Ranfom by his 
" Death; He for them fulfilled the Law in his Life. 
" So that now, in Him and by Him, every Be
" liever may be called a Fulfiller of the Law.''
Since you pronounce my Senfe of the Apofile's 
Words unnatural, I adopt, I efpoufe yours *. And 

R 4 fo 

• Should Mr. Wifey fay; Though I ufed thefe Words, 
.. ~ never intended them for a Comment on this Paffage.

lf 
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fo mu~h t~e more reaclil y, as it will puzzle Sagacity 
itfelf1 to difcern a Difference between them. 

" I totally deny the Criticifm on J'rnx,oa-u~11 and 
"Jn!.OW.:Jft,u.i' 1~hen be fa good as to fuggefi a better. 
Or, if this !hould be fomewhat difficult, at leafc fa
vour . us with a Rea(on for this your total Denial. 
Not a Word of either. Strange ! That a Man of 
ordinary Difcernment; fhould offer to obtrude upon 
the Public, fuch a Multitude of naked, unfupported> 
magifieri al Affertions ! Should ever be able to per
fuade himfelf, that a pofitive Air will pafs for De
monfhation, or fupply the Place of Argument ! If 
this be to demonfl:rate, if this be to confute, the 
Ideot is as capable of both, as the Philofopher .-
1\/lay I not cry out, in your own Strain ? 0 how 
deep an Averfion to the imputed Righteoufnefs of 
CHRIS er, does this Arminian Scheme difcover ! 
.Since it will make a Man gainfay, when he knows 
not why, or wherefore. 

St. Paul declares, that the Gentiles who followed not 
after Righteou/nefs, had attained unto Righteoufnefs. 
l }pon which Afpajio obferves, that the Righteoufnefs, 
here mentioned, could not be any perfona] Righte
oufnefs. To which Mr. Wejley replies, " It was." 
And to render his Reply quite irrefifiible, a perfeCl: 
'Thunderbolt in Argumentation ; he adds, " CeF
'~ ta inly it was. "-How, Sir! Did they attain per
fonal Righteoufnefs without feeking after it? Are 
you becoming a Ca/viniji? You that had rather be 
an Atheifi: ? Could the Zealot of Gcnc0·a go greater 

Lengths? 

·1r you did not, I imagine, th~ Compilers of oi:r Homi
lies, from whom they ;;.re taken, did. At leafi they re
ga rded this Text as a Foundation, a \Varrant, a Proof of 
Cu~ir Doctrine. 5 
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Lengths ?-Afpajio will not deny, that thefe Gentiles 
were fantl:ified, as well as jufiified, but he will ven
ture to affirm, that no Degree of Sanftification can 
make the Perfons righteous, who are once become 
Sinners. CHRIS 'T, like Elijah, firfi caHs his 
l\1antle over them ; and then, like Eli/ha, they for
fake all, and follow Him. 

The Righteoufnefs, which the Gentiles attained, 
could not be a perfonal Righteoufnefs. " Certainly 
" it was."-Then it was the Righteoufne[s of the 
Law. Whereas, the Righteoufnefs which they at
tained, is exprefly faid, to be the Righteoufnefs of 
Faith.-Then it was a Righteoufnefs confiHing of 
good Works and godly Tempers. Vifhereas, their 
Rigbteoufnefs confified in believing, according to 
the Apofile's own Explanation. !17ith the Heart 
Jdan believeth unto Righteou/nefs. - Then it was 
the Righteoufnefs of l\!lan. Perfonal Righteoufnefs 
and implanted Holinefs pafs, in the Scriptures, un
der that Denomination. \!Vhereas, thefe Gentiles 
Jubmitted thernfelves to the Righteoufiie{s of G 0 D .-
If, what the[e Gentiles attained, had been a perfonal 
Righteoufnefs, it would have been no Stumbling
Block to the Jews. Even they would have fallen in 
with fuch a Syfiem of Religion, as iliould afcribe 
Righteoufne[s and Salvation, to their own Duties 
and th.eir own Deeds. 

You fay; " It was implanted, as well as imputed." 
I-Iere, then, you acknowledge an imputed Righte
oufnefs. You yourfelf ufe the Phrafe. You affirm 
it to be, if not the vVhole, Part at leafi, of the 
Apoftlc's DoB:rine. I wiili, you had been of this 
1\. Iind, when you began your Letter. rf'hen you 
w~)u id not have conjured me, by all that is venerable 

and 
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and important, to difcontinue an Expreffion, which 
conveys-your own-the Apofile's Meaning-and 

the Meaning of the H 0 LY GHOST. 
You join imputed and implanted Righteoufnefs. 

So, in Cafe this Addrefs to yourfelf {hould pafs 
throug~ the Printer's Hand, would I join a hand

fome Type and pertinent Reafoning. Yet I appre
hend, when you fit down to examine the E!fay, you 
will regard only the latter.-'1Vhat you affociate, 
you affociate properly. The firfl: is the Trunk, the 

laff: is one of the Branches, which fpring from it. 
But the Apofile feems, in the Place before us, to 
be conftdering the trfi only. The ]afi he referves, 

for fome future Occafion.-He is fpeaking of the 
Righteoufnefs, by which we are faved-; and that is 

folely the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST.
He is fpeaking of the Righteoufnefs, which was an 
Eye-Sore and an Offence to the felf-conceited ]ews; 
and this was only the imputed Righteoufnefs of 
CHRIS T.-He is {peaking of a Righteouf nefs, 
contradifl:inguifued to that Righteoufnefs, which is 
defcribed by I-le that doeth the/e Things; and this can 
be nothing elfe, but the imputed Righteoufnefs of 

CI-IRIS ·T.-Therefore, though Love of G 0 D, 
2nd Conformity to his Image; though the pure 

I-!eart, and the devout Affecrion; are the infeparable 
Concomitants, or rather the genuine Produce, of 
imputed Righteoufnefs; yet here they come not un

der Confideration. To force them into this Paffage, 
is to make them appear out of due Seafon. Such an 
Expofition, may befpeak a zealous Officioufnefs, 
not a difiingui1bing Judgment. Becaufe, it con
founds the Order of the Apofl:le's Plan ; it defeats 

the 
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the Defign of his Argument, if it does not introduce 
Se1f-Contradi8:ion into his arguing. 

T .his Righteoufners came upon the Gentiles, as 
the former and latter Rain upon the Earth. To them 
was fulfilled the \Vord fpoken by the Prophet l(aiah; 
Let the Skies pour down Righteou/nefs. As the Earth 
engendereth not the Rain; has not the Jeafi Influ
ence, in forming, or the leafl: Agency, in procuring, 
the refrdhing Showers ; but only receiveth them, 
as the mere Gift of Providence ; fo thefe Gentiles 
had not the leafl: Influence in effecting, nor the leafl: 
Agency in procuring, this Righteoufnefs.-When 
the good News came into their 1--erritories, they 

were totally defl:itute of it ; they were utterly uncon-
. cerned about it ; they knew nothing at all concern

ing it. But feeing it revealed in the Gofpel; feeing 
it difplayed, as the \Vork of G 0 D, and hearing it 
offered, as the Gift of G 0 D ; they were not dif
obedient to the heavenly Invitation. They believed 

the Report ; they accepted the Bleffing; and relied 
upon it, for Life and Salvation.-Then, as the Rain 

coming down and the Snow from Hea·ven, returneth not 
thither again, hut watereth the Earth, and mak-eth it 
bring forth and bud; that it may give Seed to the Sower, 

ond Bread to the Eater: So,, this inefiimable Truth 
being admitted into the Soul, CHRIST and his 
Righteoufnefs being received to dwell in the Heart*; 
a11 the Powers of intelle8:ual Na tu re, or what St. 
Paul calls the inner Man, are exhilarated, quickened, 

and fructified. They bud as the Rofe, and bloffom 
as the Lily; they bring forth the Fruits of inward 
Love, of ou~ward Obedience, of univerfal God
li :1 ef~. 

Far 
~ E h ... . .. p .111.17. 
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For lnflrullion in Rightcoufnefs, in the Righteouf .. 

nefs of CH.RI S 'T. " Vlas there ever fuch a Com
" ment before?" 1V1ay I not anf wer, in your own 
\.Vords ; was there ever f uch a Method of Confu

tation ufei before ?-But you add ; " The plain 
" Meai1ing is, For training up in' Holinefs of Heart 
u and of Life." I wifh, y0u had thoueht of intro
ducing this I nterp~etation, by the following fhort 
Preface, " I take it for granted." You would then 

have been fure of faying one Truth.-But if this does 

not appear plain to me, as you fee it did not to Af
pafio, methinks, you fuould lend me your SpeCla_cles, 
or favour me with your Reafons. 

If you pleafe to examine the Paffage, you will find 
Holinefs of Heart and Life, comprehended in one of 
the preceding Ex preffions. Ilp©r' E7ra11oeewcnv figni
fies, For Refioration of the Man, to a State of moral 
Uprightnefs. Which mufi include a Renovation of 

• u 

the rviind, and a Reformation of the Conduet. After 
this comes, very properly, and without any Tauto
logy, very needfully, and to the exceeding Comfort 
of the Sinner; another mo/} valuable Property of 
the Scriptures . They infiruEt the Reader in the 
Chri)lian Righteoufnefs; in the jufi:ifying Righteouf
nefs; in that myfierious, but incomparably precious 
Rrghteoufnefs, which no other Book in the World 
difplays, mentions, or fo much as hints. Y ct, with

out which, we could never fiand in the Judgment; 
never find Acceptance with G 0 D ; nor be admitted 
inro the Realms of Glory.-Ir you reject this Senfc, 
the Auofl:lc's Ch:;.raBer cf the facrcd Volumes, is 

very defective. It leaves out, what is their fuprr.me 
Excellence, and mofi difl:inguifbing Peculiarity. 

\Vhat is f1d1, and above all other Things> neceiTMy 
for 
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for our fallen Race.-A Traveller undertakes to give 
an Account of fame celebrated PiB:ure Gallery. He 

defcribes the Dimenfions of the Structure, the Form 
of the vVindows, the Ornaments of the Roof, but 
he quite forgets, at leafl: he totally omits, the Arti
cle of the Paintings. Is this a mafterl y Execution 
of his Defign? ls this fatisfaB:ory to the Hearer's 
Curiofity? 
- He Jha!l ~onvince the T17orld of Righteouf11efs-" That 

" I am not a Sinner, but innoceht and holy." 
How flat and jejune is this Expoiition ! Nothing can 
be more fo, to my Tafie.-<' innocent and ho!y !'' 
Is this all the SPIRIT witneffes, concerning the 
mo{}; adorable and infinitely deferving S 0 N of 
G 0 D ? Does this come up to the inconceivable 
Dignity of his Perfon, and the immenfeiy glorious 
Perfection of his vVork? Is this fufficient to comfort 
the Confcience, fmitten with a Senfe of mofi damn
able Guilt, and alarmed with the 'I'errors of eter
nal Vengeance ? 

The whole Claufe contains a Platform or Sum
mary of evangelical Truth. Of that all-important 
'I'ruth, which ~Ainifters are to tc2ch and preach; 
which the H 0 L ''t~{ SP IR I 1' will own and accom

pany with his InBuer.ce; and which is thereby piade 
the Power of G 0 D to the Salvation of the Hearers .. 
-He fhall convince the World qf Sin; of the guilty 
~nd m!ferable State, in which all l\1ankind are plung· 
ed by Nature; and in which every individual Perfon 
continues, fo long as he is deflitu te of an Interefi in 
CHRIST; fo long as he be1ieveth not in HIM, 

·who died upon the Crofs, and is gone to the FA-
1~ ' H E R.-Of Rigbteoufne/s ; He 1ball reveal the 
RE b EE M E R's rnoft perfelt and magnificent 

Righ-
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Righteoufnefs in their Hearts. That Righteouf .. 

nei~, which fatisfies the J ufiice of the MOST HIGH, 
and brings complete Redemption ta 'I'ranf greffors. 
Tefiifying, not barely that he is innocent, f uch was 
Adam in Paradife: Not barely that he is holy, fuch 

are Angels in Heaven: Shall the eternal CREA
TOR, even after his Humiliation unto Death,_ have 
no higher a ·refl:imony, tha~ a Set of mere Crea· 
tures? Yes, verily; the HOLY GHOST will con
vince the World, th4t CH R l S 'T's Righteoufnefs 

js the grand and capital Bleffing, which the Pro
phets foretold ; anJ which not only fulfills, but 

ma gnifies the Law. That it is the Righteoufnefs, 
lhe very Righteoufn-efs of the incarnate JEHOVAH; 
and therefore renders every Soul, to whom it is· im

puted, unblameable, unreprovable, complete. Glo~ 

t ious Office this I Worthy to be the Object of the 
almighty COMFOR 1'ER's Agency ! In perform
ing which, he adminifiers :fhong Confolation.
'I'hen he £hall convince of 'Judgment. Shal1 con

demn and cafi out the Prince of this W or1d, intro

ducing a mofi happy Change into the Heart and 
Life. Shall begin and carry on the Work of Grace, 
Sanctification, Obedience. And aJl, through the 
joyful Knowledge, t ogether with the perfonal Ap
llropriation, of this jufiifying Righteoufnefs. 

That we might be made the Righteoz~fnfs of G 0 D 
-in llirn. Which cannot be intrinfically, but muft 

he imputatively.-This Interpretation Afi>ajio efia
~li1hes, atterr.pts at lcaft to efiabli:fh, from the Te
nour of the Context; from the Apofi-le's Antithe
fis ; and from feveral venerable Names. But what 
~re all thefe to !V!r. l f/"ejley? No 1nore than th e Ar

iow and the S,l>ear to Leviathan. Nay, not fo m uch. 

That 
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That fcaly Monfter ejleemeth Iron as Str-aw, and Brofi 
as rotten !f/ood. But fvlr. IFejJey, cafed in his own 
Self-Sufficiency, efreen1eth all the aforementioned 
Evidences, as mere Nothings. He totally difregards 
them. Reafon, Grammar, Precedents, are eclipfed 

by his bare Negative; and vaniili into an lnGgnifi
cancy, not worthy of Notice. 

When Afpajio, fupported by fuch great Authori
ties, fays, T'his cannot be intrinfically, but niufi be 

imputatively. Mr. W ejley, fupported by his greater 
Self, replies, " Both the one and the other."-But 
does he duly advert to the Apofl:le's SubjeCl:, or fol
low the Clue of the Context? The Subje8 is Re

conciliation to G 0 D, J ufidication before G 01), 
or that, whatever it be, which is im·plied in not im· ... 
puting Tref patTes. The Context intimates, that in

trinfic Hol inefs is not yet taken in co Confideration, 

but is referved for the next Chapter. ·rhere the 

ApoCde exhorts the Corinthicm.r, not to receive thi·s 
infinitely rich Grace of free J ufiification, in vain ; 
but to lhew its Efficacy, to fuew its Excellency, 
and recommend it to the unbelieving "\.V orld, by ~n 
unblameable Converfation, giving na Offena in 'mJ 
'Thi fig. 

J uftification then is the on I y Point, which the 
A·po!lle, in this Paffage, confiders; and JuHifica
tion is the Fruit of imputed Righteoufoefs folely, not 

of inherent Righteoufnels in any Degree. 1~his we 

mu!! allow, unlefs we prefer the Imp,_:fitions of 

'Trent, before the Confoffion of our Church. '' Faith 
'' fays unto us, it is not I chat take away your Sins. 
" but CI-! RIST only; and to f{im only I fond you .. 
'' for that Purpofe, forfaking therein all your good 

'' \.Vord 9, Thoughts, an<l \Vor ks, and only put• 

7 
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~' ting your Truft in CHRIST." Thus fpeaks 
and thus teaches our reformed Church.-" If any one 
•H fay, that Man is jufiified only by the Imputation 
~' of CHRIS T's Righteoufoefs, or only by the 
'' Remiffion of Sins, without the Co-operation of 
,_, inherent Grace and hojy Love, let him be ac
" curfed 'l."." 'J'hus dogmatizes, and thus anathe
matizes, that ~.11other of FaHhoods.-Choofe now 
your Side. For my Part, I renounce and abjure the 
proud and iniquitous Decree. If you perfift in your 
prefe nt Opinion, there will be an apparent Harmony 
be tween yourfelf and Rome, but an eifential Diffe
rence be tvv-een yourfelf and .11/pajio. 

" G- () D through him, firfi accounts, and then makes 
" us righteous." How ? Does G 0 D account us 
righteot:s, before he makes us fo ? Then his J udg
ment is not according to Truth. Then he reckons 

'-· 

us to be righteous, when we are rea11y otherwife. 
Is not this the Language of your Doctrine ? This 
the unavoidable Confequence of your I'J otion ? But 
how harfh, if not horrid, does it found in every Ear? 
ls not this abfo1ute1y irreconcileable with our Ideas 
of the fupreme BEING, and equally incompatibie 
with the Dictates of Scripture ? There we are taught 
that G 0 D jujlifieth the Ungod!y.-Mark the vVords. 
The Ungodly are the Objeets of the divine Juftifica
tion. But can He account the Ungodly righteous ? 
Imnoffib]e !-How then does he aB: ? He firfi makes 

l 

them righteous t.-After what Manner ? By im-
puting 

• Si quis dixn·it, hol'llinevz ju;1ijieari, eve! Jo/a imputatio1fe 
ju)liti-z, "uel Jo!a remijfione peccatorum, excluja gratia & cha
ritate, anathana ejlo. Sett. vi. Can. I I. 

t Agreeab]v to this, our Church fpeaks; in JuJHfi
cation of unjzijl we are made )1~/l b~fore G 0 D ; and adds, 
<J his is the Jlrong Rock and Foundation of Chrijlian Religion~ 
Hom. of Jufiif. Part 2. 
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puting to them the Righteou[nefs of his dear S 0 N. 
-1,hen he pronounces them righteous, and moft 

truly. He treats them as righteous, and moft jufily. 
In fhort, then he abfolves them from Guilt ; adopts 

them for his Children ; and makes them Heirs of 
his eternal Kingdom.-In che grand 'f ranfaetion, 
thus regulated, lVIercy and Truth meet together. 

All proceeds in the mofl: harmonious and beautiful 
Confifiency, with the feveral Attributes of G 0 D; 
with his whole revealed Vlill; and with all his righ
teous Law. 

" The Righteoufnefi which is of G 0 D by Faith, is 
" both imputed and inherent. "-l~hen it is like in
terweaving Linen and Woollen; the motley Mix
ture, forbidden to the lfraelites. Or rather, like 

weaving a Thread of the finefi Gold, with a hempen 
Cord, or a Spider's W eb.-The Righteoufnefs which 
is of G.O D, is perfeCt, conf ummate, everlafiing. 
Not fo inherent Righteoufnefs, your own felf being 

Judge, and your own Pen being Witnefs.-In the 
Righteoufnefs which is of G 0 D, the Apofi:le de
fires to be found, before the great and terrible Tri ... 
bunal of the L 0 RD. His own Righttoufnefs, or 
the Righteoufnefs which is inherent, he abandons, 
as abfolutely improper for this great Purpo{e. Be
ing no more fitted to give him Boldnefs at the Day 
of Judgment, than Dung and Filth are fit to intro
duce a Perfon, with Credit and Dignity, to Gourt. 
-The Right~oufoefs which is of GOD, is unknown 
to Reafon ; is revealed from Heaven ; and without 
the \V or.k3 of the Law. Whereas, the Righteouf
nefs inherent, is difcoverable by Reafon ; was known 
to the Heathens; and confiHs in a Conformity o( ,. 
Heart and Life to the Precepts ~f tbe ~aw.-By the: 

S litt~r~ 
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latter, we all:, we obey, and offer our f pi ritual Sa
crifices unto G 0 D. By the former, we work no
thing ; we render nothing unto G 0 D ; but ordy 
:receive of his Grace. 

They are, therefore, not the fame, . but tota11y 
diftinB:. To blend and confound them, betrays Un ... 
fkilfulnefs in the Word of Righteoufnefs ; derogates 
from the Honour of CHRIST, and tends to cherifh 
a legal Frame, or, what the Scripture calls, . A Spi
rit of Bondage.-If you would approve yourfelf a. 
VI orkman , that need not be a!hamed, rightly di
viding the vVord of Truth, thus you fhou1d fpeak, . 
and thus you fhou1d write; the Righteoufnefs of 
G 0 D, is always imputed. But, being imputed, it 
produces the R ighteoufnefs inherent. Being jufii'l" 
fied by the former, faved from Hell, and rendered 
m-=et for Heaven ; we are fan8ified alfo, and dif
pofed to love the L 0 RD, who has dealt fo boun-. 
tifu1ly with us. And if to love, then to wor!hip him; 
to ferve him ; to imitate him. 

I\/£ y Faith fixes on both the meritorious Life and.; 
atoni,-zg Death of CH R 1 ST. " Here we clearly. 
'' agree."-How can you clearly agree, either with 
.Afi:ojio ; or with yourfeif; or with common Scnfo? , 
-How with /~(pajio? Since you qu efiion, in direct . 
Contrariety to his Sen timents, whether the Death of· 
c H" RI s r be not the whole of Y'lhat St. Paul fiiles .. 
Tbe Obedience of 01'J E.-How with yourfelf? For, 
did you not declare, a little while ago, that fallen 
Man '' is not juftified by pe1 feB: Obedience ?" Is not . 
CHRIST's meritorious Life perfect Obedienc-e r
If your Faith fixes on this perfect Obedience, is it r 
not for the Purpofe of J ufiification ?-How with, 
Cclflf!JOll Senft? Since_.you fuppoie, thanhe '' Scrip.-

~' ture 
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" ture afcribes the whole of our Salvation to the 
" Death of CH R 1 S 'f,'' fo entirely afcribes it to 
the D~ath of CHRIST, that " there was no Need 
'' of his fulfilling the moral Law, in order to pur
" chafe Redemption f~r us;'' what Reafon, or Sha
dow of Reafon can you have, to fix upon wh~t we 
call the Merit of his Life ?-If, what you fuppofe 
and affirm, be true, there was no Kind of meritori
ous Efficacy in his Life. H~ Life, and all his La
bours, were, in this Refpect., a mere ~uperfluity. 

Salvation might have been obtained, and Redemp
tion purchafed, without their Concurrence. There
fore, to fix upon them, is to fix upon a Phantom, 
and to refi your Hopes upon a Thing of J_Vought. 

But fray. Am 1 not repeating the MifconduCl:, 
which proved fo fatal to the famous Earl of Warwick 
and his Forces ? At the Battle of Gladmore, while tha 
Scale of Viftory hung in Sufpenfe, they faw a con
fiderable Body of Troops advancing. Suppofing 
them to be Enemies, the Bowmen made a general 
Difcharge, and galled them with their Arrows. But 
they foon perceived their l\1ifrake; that they h~d 
b~en oppofing their Friends, and annoying their Al
lies. Perhaps, by this Time, you are become my 
Ally. You may have feen your Errors; may have 
corrected your Notions; faying, in Ratification of 
b th '' " o , we agree. 

That is,'' I wouid no longer exclude the meritorious 
" Obedience of CI-JR1S'T. But this, together with 
" his atoning Death, I look upon as the only Caufe 
" of my J ufl:ification.-This I call his Righteouf
" nefs _; and this, being imputed to me, becomes 
" my Plea , my Portion, and rational Foundation 

" for my .everlafting Felici ~ y.-This I receive by 
S 2 " FW.~h . 
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" Faith. \Vhich I now look upon, not as confii
" tuting any Part of my Recommendation, but on
'' ly as receptive of the Fulnefs, laid up for me in 
" CHRIS T.-Though the Law of Works faith, 

" do and live ; I am now made fenfible, that the 
'' Law of Faith fays, be verily perfuaded, that 
'' CHRIST is fufficient for thy Acceptance, with
" out any doing of thy own at all.-Since CHRIST 
" is given to me, in the facred Record, give·n to me, 
" as a Sinner; to be received, without any Condi
" tions, I joyfully accept the Gift. l am fatisfied 
" with his doing and fuffering. They are divinely 
'' excellent, and infinitely fufficient. I neither wilh 
" for, nor think of, any Thing more, to obtain my 
" complete Salvation.-This Way cf Salvation ef
" fetl:ually excludes boafiing; and, at the fame 
" Time, produces thofe defirable Effetls-that L ove 

'' of G 0 D ; that Delight in his Perfections ; that 
" Conformity to his Will ; which the Law of 
" Works requires in vain." 

If this is what you mean, by " we agree," I 
would fea] and ratify the Agreement, with the ]aft 
Willi, and the lafi: Words, of the celebrated Father 
Paul, Ejlo perpetua. Be this the Cafe, and you £hall 

have, not only the right Hand of Fellow!hip, but 
the right Hand of Pre-emincnce.-Oniy I crave one 
Fa~our in Return. Difmifs thofe injurious Infinua
'tions, which caufe your L<.eaders to fufpett, that Af 
pafio confiders the meritorious Life of CHRIST, 
feparate from his atoning Death. \Vhereas, he af
fi rms them to be infeparable, like the Correfpondence 
of l\1otion between the two Eyes. Try, if you can 
make one of your Eyes move to the right, while the 
ether wheels off to the left. When you have done 

7 thii, 
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this, then, and not till then, may you have fame rea· 
fonable Pretence for thefe your Suggefiions. 

Alas ! f?luanta de fpe decidi I I find my Hopes were 
too fanguine. vVe are not come to the defired Coa
lition. In this very Paragraph, you begin to Ry off. 
By talking of imputed Righteoufnefs, you tell us, 
'' We are expo fed to an exceeding great Hazard ; 
" even the Hazard of living and dyin6 without Ho
" Iinefs."-Pray, Sir, have you feen a little Piece, 
written upon this SubjeB: by the Rev. Mr. lVither-
fpoon? If you have not, let me recommend it to your 
Perufal. In cafe you are ignorant of that powerful 
Influence, which J ufiification through the Righte
oufnefs of CH R 1 ST, has upon San8ification and 
true Holinefs, from this Treatife you m2y learn fome 
valuable Knowledge. In caf~ the Author of this 
Treatife is miilaken, in maintaining the indiifoluble 
ConneB:ion of J ufiification with true Godlinefs; 
and the never-failing Efficacy of the REDEEM
E R's Righteoufnefs, to bring forth willing Obedi
ence in the Believer; you may have an Op;Jortunity 
of re8:ifying his Sentiments. You may give us, in 
your next Publication, a Prefervative, not only 
againfr unfettled, but again fl: unfaund Notions in Re
ligion. 

'Theron, (peaking of Gems, fays, when nicely po
lifhed, and prodigal of their Lufire, they £l:and Can-
didates for a Seat, on the virtuous fair one's Breafi. 
-This difpleafes Mr. Wejley. \Vould he then have 
Gems p!aced on the vicious or lafcivious Breafi ? Or 
would he have them put to no Ufe at all, but buried 
in Darknefs ? DiJ the ALMIGHTY pour fuch 
Brilliancy upon them, only that they might be con
figned over to Obfcurity? Did he not rather array 

S 3 them~ 
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them with Lufrre and with Charms, that they might 
difplay fomething of his own Brightnefs; incite his 
rational Creatures to admire his tranfcendent Excel
lency, and teach his faithful People to apprehend· the 
Emphafis of that animating Promife, They Jhall be 
mine, in the Day that I make up my ]ewe!s. 

" I can't reconcile this with St. Paul. He fays, 
'' not with Pearls: by a Parity of Reafon, not with 
" Diamonds."-Do you rightly underfiand St. Paul? 
Don't you d\\.'indle his manly and noble Idea, into 
a Meannefs and Littlenefs of Senfe ? Such as befits 
the f uperfritious and contratl:ed Spirit of a Hermit, 
rather than the generous and exalted Temper of a 
Eeliever ; who }lands fqjl in the Liberty, wherewith 

C 1-I R l S 'T hath made him free ?-Our LORD fays 
not, they that · are fplendidly apparelled, are appa
relled unfuitably to Chrifiianity, or in a Manner in ... 
confi:fl:ent with the Fear of G 0 D., But they are 
in King's Courts, and their Drefs is adapted to their 
Station.-Neither does St. Paul forbid the Ufa of 
Pearl, or cofily Array, when a Perfon's Circumfian
ces will afford them, and his Situation in Life may 
require them. He. rather cautiori's .. againfr the Abufe, 
againfi looking upon thefe glittering Things, as any 
Part of their true Dignity, on which they value 
themfelves, or by which they would be recommend
ed to others. 'rhe Word is not t11du<r c·urGc.c.i put on*, 
nor tpopEt11 wear t, but x.o<rfffli adorn. " Let them 
" not place their Excellency in fuch mean Difiinc
~' tions; no, nor covet to difiinguilh themfelves, 
~' by thefe fuperficial Decorations ; but rather by the 
~' fubfiantial Ornaments ·of real Godlinefa, and good 

~' vVoi k::. 

t l\1 att. xj S. 
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" Works. Which will render both them and their 
" Religion truly amiable." 

The Apo:fl:le Peter obferves the fame Propriety of 
Speech, and the fame Correctnefs of Sen timent. 
lY.hoje adorning, let it not be that outw ard adorning of 
wearing of Gold, or plaiting the Hair , or putting on of 
Apparel. vVas this an ab folute Prohibition of the fe
veral Particulars mentioned, it would forbid all kind 

·of Cloathing, or the putting on of any Apparel. 
Take the Paffage in your ri gorous Senfe, and it con
cludes as forcibly agai nfl: Garments, as againfi O r
naments ; we mu:ft even go naked, and lay afide our 
Cloaths, as well as our Gerns . 'VVhere:i.s, under
·fiood according to the natur;i1 Signification of the 
Words ( c.uv o -xorJ"p.o~ , not "111 -To rvd'up~x) i t conveys a 
very important, and a very fea fonable Exhortat ion; 
" Chriflians, fcorn to borrow your Recommenda

'' tions from the Needle, the Loom, or the T 'oy
" Shop. This may be the Fafhion of a vain 'lv orl-.l. 
" But let your Embelli!hments, or that which beau
" tifies and diftingui{hes your Character, be of a fu
'-e perior Nature. Let it be internal; ·not fuch as the 
"' Sheep have wore, or the Silk-Worms fp un; bu t 
" fuch (ls is peculiar to the immortal Mind, or thi 

" hidden Man of the Heart. Let it be Juijlm!l!rd; 
u not fuch as the Moth corrodes, or fuch as p e1 ifhcs 
" in uflng ; ·but that which is Wi t corruptib/f. W hich 
'' being planted on Earth, will be tranlplanted into 
" H eave n, and being fown in T'ime, will flourifh to 

" Eternity.-Let it be that adorning, whofe E r .. 
" cell en<"y is unquefrionable, and whofa Prai/e is ol 
" G 0 D, even the Ornament of a muk and quiet Spi
" rit. vVhich will render you, not indeed Jik e the 
" G rand ccs of the Earth, but like the S 0 N oft he 

S 4 '' HIGH~ 
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'' HIGHEST. Shewing, that you are united to 
" him ; interefted in him; and Partakers of his di
" vine Nature." 

" In all 'I'hings I perceive, you are too fav0ura
" ble, both to the Defire of the Flejh, and the Defire 
" of the Eye."-1 rather think, Mr. Wejley is too 
cr.nforious of others, and too indulgent to himfelf. 
vVhy may not Theron wear his richly embolfed Gold 
Watch, and his Lady ufe her golden Buckle fet 
with Diamonds, as well as you and I wear a fi~ver 

Buckle*, or make U fe of our fil ver \Vatch ? vVhy · 
may not an Earl or a Countefa t, put on their Robes, 
fumptuous with Embroidery, or their Coronet, glit
tering with Jewels, as inoffcnfively, as you and I 
put on a Beaver- Hat, or trail after us a prunella 
Gown ? There is no N eceffity for this our Spruce
nefs. A fuftian Jacket would keep our Backs warm, 
and a flannel Cap our Heads, as well as our mor~ 
elegant Array.-1\!lethinks, therefore, we lhould 
either abftain from all needlefs Finery in our o__wn 
Drefs, or elfe forbear to cenfure it in others. Ra

ther, we :fhould all, in our refpeB:ive Stations, and 
accord-

* That Mr. Wejle_y may not fofpect [ am pleading for 
Self-Indulgence, I will give him my vVord, tlrn.t I have 
never wore my filver Buckles, fi nee I was in Nlourning 
for his Royal Highnefs. Neither iliall I have one uneafy 
Thought, if I never put them on again. 

t Should it be faid, The Perfons, to whom St. Peter 
wrote, were in mean Circurnfiances. Therefore fuch 
Grandees are oot of the Q_ueftion. I anf wer. The Per
fons for whom St. Peter wrote, were all Chrifiians to the 
very End of the World. Among thefe, though ther~ 
may not be man_y grand, nor many noble, yet, blcffed be 
G 0 D, tl::ere are Jome. And \vhen thefe go to receive 
their ceiefiial Crown, ~e trufi, it will be faid, 

- - Uno ablato non deficit alter 
.Aureus. 
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according to our refpeB:ive Circumflances, ufe thefe 
Things, as not abufing th:::m. Remembering, that 
the Fafhion of this \VorJd paffeth away. Looking, 
therefore, for th:it City of the living G 0 D, whoft 
Wall is of ']a/per, v ·hofe Buildings are of pure Gold-, 
and whofe Foundations are garnijhed with all li1anner of 

precious Stones. But whofe external Splendor is infi

nitely forpaffed by the Glory of GOD, which lightens 
it, and by the Prefence of the LA i'\11 B. which is the 
Light thereof.-\Vhen we are b1effed with clear Ap
prehenfions of this ineffable Glory, which fhall be 
revealed; when we live under a delightful Perfua
fion, that G 0 D hath given to us this eternal Life; 
Gems will have but lit.tle Lufire in our Eye, and Iefs 
and lefs Allurements for our ~art. All the Pomp 
of this tranfient W or1d will appear to us, as the Pa

lace of Verfailles, or the Gardens of StDwe, would 
appear to fome fup erior Being; who, from an ex

alted Stand in .!'2:h er, iboul<l contemplate the terra

queous (;lobe: and at one View take in its vail: Di. 

menfions, its prodigious Revolucions, and its moil: 
copious Furniture. 

" You are a gentle Cafuift as to every Self-Indul ... 
" gence, which a plentiful For.tune can furnifh."
I would cunfider the End, for which thefe 1~hings 

were created ; arid point out, and enforce, their pro

per Improvements. They were created, not to tan

talize, but to treat us; not to enfnare, but to gra

tify us. Then they are properly improved, when w~ 

enjoy them with Moderation, and render them In~ 
fl:ruments of Ufefulnefs. When they are regarded as 

pregnant Tokens of our CREA T 0 R's Love, and 
act as endearing Incitements of our Gratitude.
What you call my Cafuifhy, is built upon a Maxim~ 

whic-h 
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which will never be controverted ; Every Creature of 
G 0 D is good, if received with Thank/gi7Jl·ng. It is 
·nothing elfe, but an Attempt to difplay what is af
£rmed in the former Claufe, and to enforce, what is 
prefcribed in the latter. 

In the fixth Letter, in the ni·nth, and in other 
·Parts, Theron enumerates fome of the finefi Produc
tions, and mofl choice Accommodations, which the 
Earth, the Air, the Seas afford.-In Imitation of 
the Apofile, who, in one Sentence, exprdfes abu.n
dantly more, than my three Volumes contain; 1-!E 
giveth us all Things richly to enjoy.-Jn Imitation of 
the Pfalmifi alfo, who, 'in feveral of his Hymns, 
efpecially in Pfalm civ. celebrates the profu[e Muni
:£cence of JEHOVAH; profufe, even in temporal 
Bleffings, and with regard to our animal Nature. -
Does our Nature call for fomething to fupport it? 
Here is Bread, which jlrengthens ltfan's Heart, and is 
the Staff of his Life. Doc.sour Nature go farther, 
and covet fomething to pleafe it? Here is 117/ne, that 
makcth glad the Heart of Jlvfan; regaling his Palate, 
and exhilarating his Spirits. Is our Nature yet more 
craving, and defirous of fomething to beautify it? 
I-fore is Oil, that maketh the Face to jhine. 1~hat the 
Countenance may appear, both chearful and ami;i
ble. That Gaiety may fparkle in the Eye, while 
Beauty glows in the Chet k.-1\Jow I cannot per
foade myfelf, nor is all lV.lr. lf/ejlcy's Rhetoric pow
erful enough to convince me, that it is any Difcre
dir, or any Error, to follow fuch Examples. 

'' But I mention the exquifite Relifh of Turb .1t, 
" and the Delicioufnefs of Scurgeon. And are Jte>t 

" fuch Ohfervations beneath the Dignity of a f\1i
" nifter cf C l"":f RI S 'T ?'' l\t1r. !Vr:/ley does not ob-

fi, rli»C 
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ferve from whom thcfe Remarks proceed. Not from 

.llfpafto, but 'Theron. To make him fpeak like a Mi
nifter of CHRIS 'T, or like a C.hrifiian of the firfi: 
Rank, would be entirely out of CharaEter. It would 
have betrayed an utter Ignorance, or a total Difi·e
gard of Horace's Rule ; 

Reddere perfonce jcit convenientia cuique. 

However, I am willing to take all upon myfelf, and 
be refponfible for the obnoxious Sentiments. I would 
only afk, is any Thing fpoken of, which the AL
IVI I G HT Y has not made? and iliall I think it 
beneath my Dignity, to magnify the Work of his 
Hands ? Is any Thing fpoken of, which the AL
M l G HT Y has not befiowed? and £hall I think it 
a Diminution of my Character, to acknowledge the 
various Gifts of his Bounty? Has G 0 D mofi High 
thought it worthy of his infinite Majefl:y, to endue 
the Creatures with foch pleating Qualities, as render 
them a delicious Entertainment to our Appetites? 
and fhall I reckon it a mean unbecoming Employ, 
to bear Witnefs to this condefcending Indulgence of 
the DErfY ?-Particularity in recounting Benefits, 

is feldom deemed a Fault. It comes under no fuch 
Denomination, in my Syfiem of Ethics. If l\tlr. lf/ej
ley has a be tter, in which 1'.J"egleB: and Infenfibility 
are ranked among the Virtues, I muft undoubtedly, 
upon thofe Principles, drop my Plea. \Vhere thL:Y 
are commendable, my Condult mufl: be inexcufable, 
and if inexcu fa hk, I fear, irreclaimable. For I 
!ha1I never be a!hamed to take a Fifh, a Fowl, or a 

Fruit in my Hand, and fay, " A Prefent this, from 
'~ our all-bountiful CR EAT 0 R l See its Beauty, 
H t:afte its S-weetnefs, admire its Excellency, and 

5 " love 
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u love anrl a<lore the great Benefatlor. To us he 
" hath freely granted thefe, and other Delights. 
'~ 1 hough He Himfelf, in the Days of his Flefh, 
" had Gall to eat, and Vinegar to drink." 

" But the mentioning thefe in fuch a l'v1anner, is 
" a fhong Encouragement of Luxury and Senfua
'' lity. "-lf, to enumerate a Jew of thefe Dainties *, 
be a ihong Encouragement to Luxury, how much 
more, to credte them al!, and clothe them with fuch 
inviting Propertit~, and recommend them by fuch 
delicate Attraftives ?-But '' The mentioninr- them 

• J 

' ' in fuch a r..1anner." vVhat ! Is this an Encou-
ragement to Senfuality? To mention them, as fo 
1nany Inftances- of divine Beneficence, and fo many 
"f\1otives to human Gratitude? This, methinks, is 
the \Vay to prevent the Abufe of our animal Enjoy-

~ rnents, and to correct their pernicious Tendency. 
This is the \Vay to endear their adorable GIVER, 
anc1 render them Incentives to Love. And the Love 
of G 0 D, is a better Guard againfi Luxury, a bet
ter Prefervative from Senfuality, than all the rigid 
Rules of the Cloyfier or Monafiery. 

Upon the. whole, however well affecred Mr. /iPtf 
iey may be to our civil, he feems to be a Kind of 
Malecontent, with regard to our fpiritual Liber
ties. Thofe I mean, which am conGgned over ~o 
us, in the Magna Chart a of the Gof pel. 

\Ve have Liberty, through JESUS CHRIST, 
to ufe not one only, but every Creature of G 0 D. 
And to ufe them in a fanfiijied l\!Janner, fo that they 
lhall not fenlualize our Affections, but refine and 
cxdlt them, by knirting our Hearts more infeparably 
to their munificent CREA 1 ... 0 R. According to 

that 

• T11e Scripture calls them, Royal Dainties, Gen. xlix. zo. 
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that Claufe in the heavenly Deed, /Jli Things all yours .. 
This you would curtail and dimini{h. 

We have Liberty to look upon ourfe lves, as jufli

fied before G 0 D, without any VI orks of our own; 

made perfectly righteous in his Sight, without any 

perfonal Obedience whatever. Entirely through our 

Reprefentative and Surety, what he has fuffered, in 
our Name and in our Stead. According to thofe gra

cious Declarntions, In the L 0 R D have I Righteouf
nefs, and by the Obedience of 0 NE /hall many be madse 
righteous. This you would fupcrfede and aboli!h. 

vVe have Liberty to claim and receive this un

fpeakaole Privilege, without performing any Con

ditions, or feeking any Pre-requifites. Having no 

other Qyalification, than that of being loft Sinners, 
and needing no other \Varrant, than the divine 
Grant, made a!1d recorded in the Word of the Gof
pel. According to that mofi generous Invitation, 
Ccme, buy lf/ine and bu)' Mi/k, without ll/oney and with
out Price. According to that moil gratuitous Con
ceffion, fFhaever will, let him take of the ll7ater of 
Life freely. 'This you _would clog and embarrafs. 

\Ne have Liberty, through our L 0 R D's Atone

ment, to look upon ourfelves as made free from all 

Guilt. ·ro contider our Sins, as abfotutelv blotted 
.I 

out, never to appear again, either to our utter Con-
demnation, or to our leafi- Confufion. 

The three firfi Articles of the Charge, I think, are 
made clear, too clear and undeniable, in the Courie 
of the precerling Letters. Should you challenge me 
to prove the Ldl:, I refer you to .your Affize Sermon. 

There you tell us, that the Sins of true Believers, as 

weJl as of Unbelievers, will be brought to Light, 
and 
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and expofed before the whole vVorld, at the Day of 

univerfal Judgment. 
Here, I mufi do you the J ufiice to acknowledge, 

that you have not, as in your epifiolary Animadver

fions on A(p,efio, required you r AuJience to aifent, 

n1erel y becaufe you affinn. You attempt to efiabliih 

your O pinion by the Authority of Solomon; G 0 D 
jhal! bring every !York into 'judgment, with evny fecret 
'Thing , whether it be good, or w hether it be 'evil. But 
you feem to forget, th:it the Sins of the Believer are 

'fa p.ri 01170:., Things that are not. CHRIS 'T has 
blott.ed out, as a thick Cloud, our 'Tranfgrejfions; yea, as 
a thin Cloud, our Sins*. -Confider them as moral 

Stains, or Caufes of Defilement; they are wafbed 

away by the Blood of] ES US. And forely the 

Blood of G 0 D, mufi have as po'Nerful an EffeB: 

on our Souls, as the \rV aters of 'Jordan had u pol\ 
Naaman's Body t.-Confider them as contra8:ing 

Guilt, or defervin.g Puniiliment; they are vacated; 

.they are difannulled; and, like the Scape-Goat, dif

mifled into the pathlefs inaccefiible 't\T ildcrnefs, ichen 

fought for, they jha!l not be f cund.-Confider them in 
either of thefe RefpeBs, or und er any other Cha
raB.er, and they are, n ot only covered or fecreted, 

but aboliihcd. Juft as the Darknefs of the Night i3 
aboliilied, 

• !fai. xli''· zz. ::1)) Nu!Jes. P.V Nuher.ula . Thus Hou
bigant tranibtes the vVords; and, I think, very juH!y. 
The fir{l: fccms to denote an irnmenfe Arrangement of 
Clouds, covering the Sky. The fecond fignifies a loo(e 
detached Fragment, floating in the upper Regions. The 
fidl:, fixed like a Vault; the !all:, fai ling like a Skiff. This 
Seofe diverfifies the Prophet's Imagery, and, infiead of 
Tautology, prefent"' us with a beautiful Gradation. 

t z Kings v. 14. 
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aboliihed, by the Splendor of this clear, ferene, de
lightful Morning. 

Bring to our Sight, if you can, the MiIHl:one, that 
is cafr into the Depths of the Sea. Refiore to its 

former Confifience, the Cloud that is difiooved in 
Rain. Or find one Dreg of Filthinefs in the new
fallen Snow. Then may thofe Iniquities be brought· 

again into Notice, which have been done away by 
the High-Priell: of our Profeffion. Which have 
been expiated by the perfect, mofi effeB:ual, and'. 
glorious Oblation of Himfelf.-His People, when; 
rifing from the Bed of Death, will have no mo1"e Con

fcience of Sin in themfelv:es. They are fully and for · 
ever free from the Accufation of others. So free, .. 
that Sin iliall not fo . much as be mentioned unto . 
them; no, nor even remembered by the L 0 RD · 
their G 0 D any more. They are made holy, un..
blameable, and unreprovable in his Sight. And they. 
fhall be prefented, at the great Day, without Spot, or· 
Wrinkle, or any fuch Thing. 

Thus may we, and thus may our Readers, be 
prefented ! So fuall we meet each other with Com
fort at the awful 1,ribunal ; with Joy amidfi: the · 

Angels of Light, and with everl aft ing Tranfpor:: . 

around the Throne of the LAM B.-·ro promote 

this bleffed Event, is the fole Aim of thefe Remon~ 
!h~n~es, and the unfeigned Defire of, 

Rev- Sir, Your, f.:fce 

L.E TT ER. 



..... ? 
~1- L E T T E R S to the 

L E T T E R 

R.Ev. S1R, 

Let. XI. 

XI. · 

M Y 1afl concluded with a Sketch of our Chrif
tian Liberty, extracted from the Charter of the 

Gofpel. We have Liberty-to ufe a~l the Creatures, 
anJ in a fanS:ified Manner-to confider ourfelves, as 

made perfectl y righteous, through the Obedience of 
CHRIST-to receive thi s grand Prerogative, with
out performing any Conditions-to look upon all 
our Si11s, as totally and finally done away, through 
the Blood of 't ES US. 

J 

- Pcrhap::., you will afk ; \Vhere is your Liberty 
from the Pozuer of Sin? Does not this come within 

the Extent of your Charter ?-l\t1of1 certainly. You 
injure our l)otl:rine, if you deny it. 'Ve are un
done irreparably, if we continue de:!litute of it. 
Evcny other Immunity, without this crowning Pri
vilege, would be like the magnificent Palace and the 
beautiful Gardens of Pbarar;h ; while Swarms of 
LocuHs filled them, with their loathed Intrufion. 

But obferve ) Sir; Freedom from the Dominion 

of Sin, is the ReCult of all th~ preceding Bleffings. 
By revealing thcle in our Heart s, and CHRIST 
the Author of them, the H 0 LY SPIRIT alts 
a~ the S PI R IT' of Liberty. You are a Philofopher. 
You underffand the 1 ·heory of Light. From the 
Affociation of v~rious Rays, or the rv1 ixture of many 

Parent-
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Parent-Colours, fprings that firfl: of Elements, and 
beil: of ma-terial Gifts, Light. So, from the 
Union, and united Enjoyment of all thofe heavenly 
Treafures, fprings that mofi de!irable Liberty, the 
Liberty of Righteoufnefi.-This is that Truth, which 
makes us free. This is that Knowledge, by which 
we are renewed aftt.r the Image of HIM, that cre
ated us. And thefe cire the exceeding precious Pro
mifes, by which we are Partakers of the divine Na
ture.~Hence we are taught to love the L 0 RD 
our G 0 D, anJ to delight in his adorable Perfecti
ons. By this Means, they look with a fmiling 
Afpelt upon us, and are unfpeakably amiable to us. 
Under fuch Views, we fay of Sin ; we fay of all our 
evil and corrupt Affetlions; Do not I hate them, O 
L 0 RD, that hate Thee? And a,m I not grieved with 
thofe, that rife up againjl Thee?. I hate them with a 
perfell Hatred: I count them mine Enemies. 

Our SAVI 0 U R's Obedience. This Phrafe 
difgufis Mr. Wejley. 1~herefore he cries; " 0 fay, 
" with the good old Puritans, our SA VI 0 U R's 
" Death and Merits."-.Afpajio fpeaks with St. Paul; 
By the Obedience of One.-He fpeaks with St. Peter; 
Faith in the Righteoufnef of our GOD and S AF IOUR.
He fpeaks wiLh the Prophets lfaiah and Jeremiah; 
Jn the LORD have I Righteoufnefs; and JEHOVAH 
is our Righteoufnefs.-Having thefe Precedents, he 

need not be very folicitous, who elfe is for him, or 
who is againfi: him. 

Though not very folicitous about this l\1atter ,, he 
is fomewhat furprifed at your vehement Addrefs; 
that you lhould exhort him fo earnefily to " fpeak 
" with the good ~ld Puritans." Has not your Printer 
committed a Mifl:ake? Did not the Claufe fiand 

thus 
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thus in your Manufcript ? " With my good Friends 
" the Arminians." They indeed difapprove this 
Expreffion. B~caufe it is, when rightly undedtood~ 
a Dagger in the Heart of' their Caufe .. -But as to 
the Puritans, they are, one and all, on the contrary 
Side. Their Language is a perfect Union with Af
pajio's. They glory in the meritorious Obedience of 
their great MEDIA l'OR. They extol his imputed 
Righteoufnefs in almoft every Page; and pour Con
tempt upon all other Works, compared with their 
L 0 RD's.-What will not an Author affirm, who 
ventures to affirm or infinuate that the Puritan W ri
ters difufe this Manner of fpeaking ? For my Part, 
I know not any Set of \V riters in the World, fo 
eminently remarkable, for this very DoB:rine, and 
thi's very Dicrion. I faid, in a former Letter, we 
would enquire into this Particular. But the Enquiry 
is quite u nneceffary. It would be like Uriel'-s fearch-
ing for the Sun, while he fiands in its Orb, and is 
furrounded with its Lufhe. 

'' We fwar m with Antinomians.''-And we mufi 
fwarm with Perfons, whofe Hearts are Enmity againfr 
the La~ of G 0 D, fo long as your Tenets find Ac
ceptance. \Vho can delight in a Law, which nei
ther has been, nor can be fulfi.Hed by them ? Which 
bears Witnefs againfr them, and is the Minifhatiog 
bf Death unto them? Teftifying, like the Hand
'\tVriting on BeHhazzar's Wall, 'Thou art weighed in 
the Balances, and found wanting :-Whereas, when 
V\te fee it fuIIy fatisfied on our Behalf, by our 
SURE T Y's. Obedience; no longer denouncing a 
Curfe, but pronouncing us bleffed ; not purfuing 
us, like the Avenger of Blood, but opening a City 

df Refuge, for th~ Safety of our Spub; we fhall 
then 
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. then be reconciled to its Confl:itution and Defign. 

We {hall then take Pleafure in its Precepts and Pro
hibitions. We ihall fay with the Pfalmifl: ; LORD, 
what Love have 1 unto thy Law! All the Day long is 
my Study in it. 

My Mouth /hall jhew forth thy Righteou/nefs pnd thy 
Salvation-'' Thy Mercy which brings my Salva
" ti on," fays Mr. W ejley, in Oppofition to the 
Senfe, affigned by .Afpafo. Which Senfe has been 
vindicated already. I ihall therefore not renew my 
Arguments, but only exprefs my Wonder. 

As Mr. Wejley is a Minifi:er of the Gofpel, I won
der, that he fhould fi:udiou-fly fet afide, what is the 
Peculiarity and Glory of the evangelical Revelation. 
" Mercy which brings Salvation," is what an un
enlightened Jew might have preached; nay, what a 
more ignorant Heathen might have taught. But 
Salvation through a divine Righteoufnefs, as the 
adequate and meritorious Caufe thereof, is the difiin
guilhing Doctrine and the fovereign Excellency of 
the Gofpel. 

As Mr. fV ejley is a Sinner, I wonder, he fhould 
chufe to weaken the Foundation of his own and our 
Hope. Why Mercy alone? Is it not better to put 
our Truft in Mercy, erecting its Throne on a Pro
pitiation, and thence holding forth the golden Scep
tre ? By the Obedience of IMMANUEL, the Law 
is fatisfied, as to its Penalty; is fulfilled, as to its 
Precept; and is, in every Refpecr, unfpeakably mag
nified. This fuews us the inexhaufl:ib]e Fountain of 
Mercy, unfealed ; and every Obftruetiori to its free 
and copious Flow, remove~. 

T2 
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As Mr. Wejley is zealous for the Honour of GOD, 

I wonder, he {hould not prefer th:it Method of Sal
vation, by which every divine Attribute is mo.fl 
abundantly glorified. This is not done, by expect
ing Pardon and Acceptance from Mercy alone; but 
by ·expeCting and receiving them, through our RE
DEE ME R's Righteoufnefs and Blood. Then we 
have a Difplay, not only of infinite Love, but of in
flexible J ufiice, and incomprehenfib]e Wifdom. Here, 

they mingle their Beams, and fhine forth with 
united and eternal Splendour. · 

Confidering thefe Things, I am fiiil inclined to 
e1nbrace Afpajio's In~erpretation of this, and f uch
like Paffages of Scripture. Wherein Salvation is af
cribed to divine Mercy, exercifed through the Obe
dience and Death of CHRIST. Which gives as 
great a Heightening to the Bleffing, as the Atmo
fphere gives to the Rays of Light, or as the Light 
itfelf imparts to the Scenes of Creation. 

Thofe divine 1"reafures, which fpring from the 
Imputation of CHRIS T's Righteoufncfs. " Not 
" a Word of his atoning Blood."-[ wifl1, you 
would turn back to Afpajio's Definition of this Phrafe, 

as it is laid down at the Beginning of the Confe
rence; to be the Ground-Work of all the Dialogues, 
and of all the Letters. You will then perceive, 
that there is not a Word of this I(ind, but CHRIST's 
atoning Blood is included in it. \Vithout this, his 
Righteoufnefs had not been perfect. Vvithout this, 
his Righteoufnefs could not be imputed .-S9me Peo
ple have a treacherous Memory, and really forget 
Things. Others have a perverfe Mind, and refolve 
not to regard them. Which of thefe is Mr. lf7ejley's 

Cafe, 
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Cafe, I prefome not to fay ; kt his own Confcience 
determine. 

'Tis true, we " love to fpeak of the Righteouf
" nefs of C 1-I RIST." Yet not becaufe " it af
" fords a fairer Excufc for our own U nrighteoufnefs." 
For indeed it affords no Excufe at all. On the con
trary, it rengers U nrighteoufncfs quite inexcufable. 
Becaufe it yields new and nobler Motives to all holy 
Obedience. But we love to fpeak of the Righteouf
nefs of CH R 1 ST, becaufe it is the moll: comprehen
five Expreffion, and the grandefi: T'heme in the 
\V orld.-The mo;l comprehenjive Expreffzon ; as it 
denotes all that he has done and f uffered, both his 
meritorious Life, and h~s atoning Blood. - The 
grandejl Theme. Confider all thofe Bleffings, which 
have been vouchfafed to G 0 D's People, before our 
SAVIOUR appeared on Earth; add all the Bleffings, 
'\Vhich will be vouchfafed, until the Confummation 
of all Things: Confider a1J that Good, which is 
comprifed in a Deliverance frorn the nethermofr 
Hell ; together with all that B1ifs, which is contained 
in the Pleafures and Glories of the he-avenl y State. 
All thefe to be enjoyed, through a boundlefs Eter
nity; and by Multitudes of redeemed Sinners, num
berle!s as the Sands upon the Sea- Shore. ~fhen 

afk; What is the procuring Caufe of all? \Vhence 
do thefe inefi:imable Benefits proceed ? From the 
Righteoufnefs, the fole Righteoufnefs of ']ES US 
CHRIS T.-Is it not then worthy to be uppermoft 
in our Thoughts, and foremofi: on our 1"'ongues ! 
Might not the very Stones cry out, and reproach our 
Infenfibi1ity, if we did not love to talk of tbis di
vinely precious Righteoufnefs ? 

'T 3 Faitk 
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Faith is a Perfuafion, that CHRIST has ihed 

his Blood far me, and fulfilled all Righteoufnefs in 

my Stead. " I can by no Means fubfcribe fo this 
" Definition."-You might very fafely fubfcribe to 
this Definition, if you would fuffer St. Peter to 
fpeak his genuine Sentiments. Defcribing the Faith 
of the primitive Chrifiians, he ca11s it Iliny EY J'miX'
GQ"vvn, Faith in the Righteoufnefs. He fays nothing of 
the atoning Blood. But does he therefore exclude 
it ? He fpeaks of nothing but the jufl:ifying Righte
oufnefs. And will you totally difcard it? It is the 
central Point in his Faith, and fhall it have no Place 
in yours ?-Righteoufnefs, he afrures us, was the 
Object of the Be!iever~s Faith, even the Righteouf
nefs of our GOD and SA/710UR JESUS CHRIST. 
But how could this be the Objett of their Faith, if 
it was not fulfilled in their Stead ? Or how could 
they truly believe in this Righteoufnefs, if they did 
not regard it, as performed for them, and imputed to 
them? 

" l'"'here are Hundreds, yea Thoufands of true 
'' Believers, who never once thought, one \Vay or 
" the other, of CHRIS T's fulfilling all Righte
" oufnefs in their Stead."-Then their Faith is like 
the Sight of the Perfon, who Jaw Men as Trees walk-

. ing. He faw them indeed, but very dimly, in ... 
diftinB:1y, confufedly. And 'tis pity, but they were 
more thoroughly infl:ruB:ed unto the Kingdom of 
G 0 D.-Not one of thofe Thoufands, provided he 
fixes his Hope wholly upon the Merits of CHRIST, 
would rejeCl: this delightful Truth, if it was offered, 
with fcriptural Evidence, to his Underftanding. 
RejeCl: it! No furely. He would joyfully embrace 
it, if offered, with that fingle, but undeniable Evi-

den c · 
. ' 
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dence; CH R 1 ST was made Sin for us, though 1-Je 
knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteoufnefs of 
G 0 Din Him. 

" You perfonally know many, who to this Hour 
cc have no Idea of CHRIS T's Righteoufnefs."
Surely then it behoves you, as a Lover of Souls, 
and as an Ambaffador of CHRIS 'I, to teach them 
the Way of GOD more perfeB:ly *· So doing, you 
will be employed much more fuitably to your Func
tion, and much more profitably to your Brethren, 
than in your prefent Atte·mpt. By which, you 
would weaken the Hands, and defeat the Defigns of 
thofe, who endeavour to fpread abroad the Savour 
of this Knowledge, in every Place. And who, 
notwithfranding all that you perfonaBy know, miafi: 
unalterably perfift in their M ethod. Which is, r.p· 
regulate their Definition of Faith, not by the State 
of your fuppofed Believers, but by the exprefa De
claration of the unerring Word. And from this, 
they have Authority to maintain, that Faith jn the 
imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIS r, is a funda
mental Principle to every Believer, who underftand• 
upon what Foundation he is faved. 

'I'he(e your Acquaintance, though they have no 
Idea of CHRIS T's Righteoufnefs, yet " havfi 
'' each of them a divine Evidence and Conviltion, 
" CHRIS 'T loved me, and gave Him/elf for me."
In this Cafe, don't you take rather too much upon 
you ? Have you then the apofiolical Gift of diLcern 
rng Spirits ? If not, it will be impoffible f~r you to 

T 4 know 

* Mr. Wejley cannot fay; What r Teach a Dochine, 
which I difapprove ? Since he himfe]f has allowed it; 
has approved it; has fet his Seal to it ; again and agaig, 
in the Courfe of thcfe his Remarks. 
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know the Man, exclufive of yourfelf, who is cer
tainly poifdfed of this divine Evidence. You may 
form a charitable Judgment or a prevailing Hope. 
\Vhich feems to be the utmofr you can warrantably 
claim with regard to others. And while you enter
tain this Hope, we iliall allow it to indicate the Be
nevolence of your Heart ; but cannot admit it, as a 

Proof of your Poin( That Pee.pie may be full of 
Faith and Love, yet have no Idea of CHRIS 'T's 
Righteoufnefs.-\Ve would alfo caution you to take 
Heed, lefl, through an immoderate F ondnefs fot in
creating the Number of your Converts, you are led 
to deceive yourfelf and others ; regifiering thofe as 
real Believers, whom the LORD hath not regiflered. 
By this Means, you may be confirmed in your Un
fcriptural Notion, that the Righteous fall away, and 
the Faithful apoftatize. Whereas, they who fall 
away, were righteous only in Appearance, and they 
who apoflatize, were no otherwife than profeffion
a11y faithful. What you fee drop from the Sky, is 
not a Star, but a Meteor 0111 y. 

Faith is the Hand which receives all th~t is laid 
up in CHRIST -//fpojio expreffes himfelf thus; 
CHRJSTisaStore·Houfe of all Good. What
~ver is neceiTary to remove our Guilt, whatever is 
expedient for renewing our Nature, whatever is pro
per to fit us for the eternal Fruition of G 0 D, all 
this is laid up in CHRIST. And all this is re
ceived by Faith, for our Application, Ufe, and En
joyment.-To this Mr. l/7ejley fubjoins a Word of 
Objection; but not in due Seafon. .//fpajio is dif
playing the Effo;acy of Faith; l\Ir. Wejley's Argu-
1nent is levelled againfi the Indefectibi1ity of Faith. 

However; as it is your favourite ObjeB:ion, it iliall 
not 



Let. XI. Reverend Mr. W E S L E Y. 

not be treated as an Intruder. " If we make Ship
" wreck of the Faith, how much foever is laid up in 
" CHRIS 'T, from that Hour we receive nothing.n 

Have you never heard of the Anf wer, which the 

Spartan States returned, to an infolent and barba
rous Embaffy, from Philip of Macedon? You may 
read it, in the Book you arc cenfuring; and may re
ceive it as a Reply to this, a.nd your o~her Surmifos 
of this Natu:e. It was all comprifed in that fingle 
1V1onofyllable I F.-A mere PrnfefI'>r may make 
Shipwreck of the Doctrine of Faith; a true Believer 
does not make Shipwreck of the Cirace of Fairh. 
No, nor ever will, unlefs CH RIST's Interceffion 

be made of none Effect ; I have pra;1ed, tl1at foch 

Faith fail m;t. 
288. A_nf wered already, in Number 285. 
Afpajio, defcribing the dreadful Nature of the 

Command, given to Abraham, fays; 'rhy Hands 
mufl: lift the deadly Weapon ; thy Hands mufi point 
it to the beloved Breafi; thy O'Nn Hands mufl: urge 
its Way, through the gufhing Veins and the !hiver
ing Flefh, till it be plunged in the throbbing Heart. 
-" Are not thefe Defcription3 far too f1rong ?,, This 
is fubrnitted to the Judgment of the Reader. I would 
only obferve, that the more !hongly the Horrors of 
the tremendous Deed are reprefented, the more 

{triking will the Difficu i ty of" the Duty ap?ear. 
Confequtntly, the more efficacious and triumph::rnt 
the Power of Faith.-" Nlay not thde Defcriptions 
" occafion unprofitable Reafonings in many Rea
" ders ?" What unprofirable Reafonings may be 
occafioned, I do not pretend to guefs. But the juft 
and natural Reflection, arifing from the Confidera
tion of fuch a Circumftancc, is; "' \Vhat has Faith 

~' wrought 1 
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" wrought ! It purifies and exalts the Affetl:ions. It 
" invigorates and ennobles the Soul. Makes it bold 
" to undertake, and {hong to execute, every great 
" and heroic \Vork. I fee, therefore, it is not in 
" vain, that the Scripture fo frequently inculcates 
" Faith; Jays fo rem,.rkable a Strefs upon Faith ; 

" and places it in the very Front of all Chriflian 
"' Duties." This is the Vir:lory that overcometh the 

World, overcometh Self, overcometh all Things. 

How could he (Abraham) jufiify it to the World? 
" Not at all."-True; not to the unbelieving 
\Vorld. They will argue, as Mr. fffjley on another 
Occafion. "What! Stab his Son, his befl:-beloved, 
his only Son to the I-Ieart? Could the G 0 D of 
Goodnefs command fuch a Piece of Barbarity? Im
poffible ! I could fooner be a Deifi, yea an Atheift, 
than I could believe this. It is Jefs abf urd to deny 
the very Being of a G 0 D, than to make Him an 
almighty 'Tyrant."-But to the \ believing World, 
who fear the L 0 RD, and hearken to the V ojce of 
his Servants, Abraham's Conduet will never fiand in 
Need of a Vindication. By them it will be highly 
extolled, and greatly admired. It will be an undeni
able Demonfiration of the Reality and Sincerity of 
his Faith ; of its very fuperior Elevation, and in-
vincible Strength. 

You take the direB: and certain Way to obtain 
fubfl:antial Comfort. The Rightcoufnefs of our 
LORD 'JESUS CHRIST, after which you enquire, 
about which you are folicitous, is a never-failing 
Source of Confolation. 'I'hus A/paflo writes to 'lbe
ron.-" What ! '1Vithout the Atonement?" cries 
Mr. IVejley. To \.Vhich he adds, in a following Para

graph; " So the Death of CHRIST is not fo much 

" · as 
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" as named." This puts me in Mind of an Ob
jeB:ion, no very formidabie om", made againfi that 
introductory Exhortation to the Common Prayer. 
Dearly beloved Brethren. So then, faid a candid 
Examiner, Women have no Part ir. your VI odhip. 
They are not fo much as named. But I forbear. lf 
you are not afuamed of repeating, I am afhamed of 
refuting, fo frequently refuting fuch an empty Cavil. 
And, I believe, the Reader is tired \Vith us both. 

306. ! have no great ObjeB:ion to your Alteration 
of A/pafto's Comment. Suppofe, we compromi(e 
l\1atters, and confider the Oil, poured on Aaron's 
Head, and emptying itfelf from Zechariah's Olive
Tree, as typical both of the Merits and the SPIRIT 
of CHRIS 1. Which, like Light and Heat in the 
Sun, are indiffolubly connected. Or, to make ufe 
of a facred Illufiration, are like the living Creatures 
and the Wheels in Ezekiels Vifion. !Yhen the living 

Creatures went, the lf/heeh went by them. If/hen the 

living Creatures were lift up from the Earth, the ff/heels 
u 1ere lift up. Whither foever the former were to go, 
th~ latter went alfo.-For the fake of obliging Mr. 
l/7ejley, I call this a Compromi!e. But if he ca.a 
prevail on himfelf to read the Paraphrafe on the two 
Paffages, without Prepoffoilion, he will find this 
Affociation of Senfes anticipated by Afpajio. 

Has the Law any Demand, fays /lfpajio? It muft 
go to CHRIST for SatisfaB:ion. From which you 
draw this injurious Confcquence, '' Then I am not 
" obliged to love n1y Neighbour. Cl!R I ST bas 
" fatisfied the Demand of the Law for me." ~his 

Objection has already received an Anfwer. 
I !hall therefore content myfo!f with !hewing, why 

I call your Conclufion injurious. Becaufe, like the 
deaf 
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deaf AdJer, it fioppeth the Ear, againfi my own 
Explication of my own Phrafe. A Note is adJeJ, 
on purpofe to limit its Scnfe, and obviate ) our Mif
reprefentation. This you totally difregard, and ar
gue as if no fuch Precaution was ufed.-The Note 
informs you, that t~e Law-the commanding Law 
is fatisfied with nothing lefs than perfrlt Obedience, 
and the broken Law infifts upon condign Punifh
ment. Now if it mull not, for Satisfaction to both 
thefe Demands, go to CHRIST our divine Huf
band, where will it obtain any fuch Thing ? \Vho 
is abie to give it, among all the Children of Adam? 

However, ]eft we offend, needlefly offend any 
Reader; I promife, that, in cafe the Providence of 
G 0 D and the Favour of the Fublic call for a new 
Edition, Afpaji1 l1nll alter his L;lnguage. Thus 
the Pa: agraph !11all Hand ; H J)oes the Law demand 
" perfeB: Purity of Nature, 2nd perfeEt Obedience 
" of Life? It muft go to JI I l'v1 for Satisfaction. 
'~ Do we want Gr.Jee, a:i<l Glory, and every good 
"Gift? \Ve may look to Hll\/I for a Supply. 'To 

" HI l\1, in whom it hath plcafed the F /i THE R, 
'' that olf }?u/nefs jhould dzveU.H 

For 211 his People-\Vith this Fhrafe 11r. l!71fty 
is chagrir.ed. This he will not fuffer to pafs with
out Animadverfion .. rl'hough he mujl know, if Pre ... 
judice ha, not blinded his Underftanding, that it is 
pure Sci ipture. vVhy does he not iliew the fame 
l)i{fitisf:Jt1.ion, with the Angel that 2ppc-ared unto 
Jofa,flh, and with Zechariah the Baptifrs Father? 
The former of whom fays; He fnall fave his People 
from their Sir:s. The btter declares; He fball give 
KnowleJge of Salvation unto his People, by the Re
miffion of t~1eir Sins. \Vhy Joes he· not put the 

fame 
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fame ~1efiion unto them, and draw the fame In

ference upon them? " But wh1t becomes of all 
" other Ptople ?"-Som~ti:nes ~.1r. l-Ycjley is fo at
tached to the Scriptures, that no ihing will pkafe 
him, but fcriptural Expreflions. Here he is fu v1eJ
ded to felf-Opi nion, that even kri ptural Expreffions 

will not pafs current, when they feem to thvi.r4rt hi.a 
own Notions. 

For all his People-From this ExpreHion, though 
ufed by a Prophet, authorif~d by an Angel, and to 
be found in rnJny Places of Scripture, 1\1r. 11/efcy 
deduces fome very offenfive and dreadful Confe
q uences. So dreadful, that he " would fooner be 
" a CZlurk, a Deift, yea an Atheifi, than he could be
" lieve them."-My dear Sir, let me give you a 
Word of friendly Advice, before you turn Turk, or 
Dei!t, or Atheifl:-See, that you firfl: , become an 
bon1f Man. They will all difown you, if you go 
over to their Party, ddtitute of common Honefty. 

Methinks, I hear you faying, with fome Emo
tion; What do you mean by this Advice? Or \vhat 
Relation has this to the Subject of our prefent En
quiry ?-A pretty near Relation. Out of Zeal to 

demoliih the Doctrine of Election, you fcrupie not 

to overleap the Bounds of Integrity and Truth.
M yfterious fl: ill ! I know not, what you aim at.
Then be pleafed to review a Paffage, in your Book: 
on Original Sin ; where you have thought proper to 

make a ~10tat10n from my Dialogues. It relates to 
that great Doltrine of the Gofpel, CHRISTbecoming 
the Reprefentative and fcederal Head of Sinners. 

u ·pon this Occafion Afpajio fays ; " As Adam was a 
" public Perfon, and acted in the Stead of all l\1a~
" kind; fo CHRIST was a public Perfon, and 

7 altcd 
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" aB:ed in Behalf of all his People. As Adam was 
" the firfl: general Reprefentative of this Kind, 
" C H R 1 S 'Twas the fecond and lail. ' ' Here, you 
fub11i tute the Word }JanHnd, in fiead of this ](ind; 
and thereby lead the Reader to fuppofe, that ./Jfpafi(J 
confiders our glorious Reprefentative, as Handing in 

this Capacity to the whole human Race ; than 
which nothing can be more injurious to the Senfe of 
bis Words. 

I at firfi thought it might poffibly be the Effetl: of 
I nadvertency. But could a Perfon of Mr. Wejley's 
Difc "rnment, allow himfelf to nod over a Paffage, 
which he knew to be of a critical and controverted 
Jmport ?-Perhaps , it mtght be the Printer's Fault; 
an Error of t l ,e ?refs. I would willingly have admit
ted one of th ef..: extenuating Circumfbnces, tfll I 
came to the Bottom of the Page. Where, to my 
great Afloni(hmcnt, I fo~nd the following Words, 

inclofed within the 1 1arks of the fame Qyotation, 
and afcribed to /J/pefzo. " ' All thefe Expreffions de
"' monfirate, 1~h,~t Adam (as well as C II RIST) 
H was a Reprefentative of all l'l1tmkind.'' 'rhen I 
could no longer for bear crying out; There is Treachery, 
0 Ahaziah ! A fa lfe Qyotation, not rrL2de only, but 
repeated, cannot be owing to Negligence, but muft 
proceed from Defign. And th i ~ , I iliould think, 
can never be defended , no, nor \V ith a good Grace 
excufed, by fvTr. Tf/ejley's moft devoted Admirers. A 

fiu dious Alteration of our Vl ords, and an evident 
Perverfion of their Meaning, are defenfible by no Ar
gqmen~s , are excufable on no Occafion. 
~ite inexcufable this Prauice. And is not your 

Language equa1ly offenfive? Is not your Conclu
fion very precipitate? when you fuppofe Afpajio, 

5 though 
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though ufing the Words of Scripture, yet reprefenting 
G 0 D, as " an almighty Tyrant ?"-Sure1y, you 
had better forbear fuch horriJ and :!hocking Expref

fions. Efpecially, as you cannot deny, that many 
Paffages in Scripture, feem at leafl: to countenance 
this obnoxious Tenet. As you very well know, that 
many Perfons, eminent for their Learning and ex
emplary in their Lives, have written in Defence of 
it, and bled for the Confirmation of it. As we have 
Proofs more than a few, that you are far from being 
infallible in your Judgment; yea, far from being in
variable in your Opinion. Witnefs your former No
tions of Matrimony: Witnefs the Charalter you 
formerly gave of the ll1oravian Brethren : And the 
Efieem which you once had, for the M yflics, and 
their W ritings.-Confidering yourfelf, therefore, it 
would better become you to be diffident on f uch a 

SubjeB:, and fay, " That which I know not, LORD 
" teach thou me." And I imagine, it can never be
come you, on any Subjeet whatever, ~ to break out 
into fuch Language, as ought not to be named 
among Chriftians ; Ought to have no Place, but in 
the bottomlefs Pit.-This is an Admonition, which, 
while I fuggefl: to you, Sir, I charge on myfelf. 

The three following Paragraphs relate to a Doc
trine, which you are fond to attack, and which //f
pajio ftudioufly declines. It confiitutes no Part of 
his Plan. 1t forms not fo much as the Out-Vv or ks. 
Be it demolifhed or· efl:ablifhed, the grand Priv ilege, 
and the invaluable Bleiling, of J uftification through 
the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, remains unfhaken, 
fiands immoveable .-In applying this to ourfelves, 
we proceed neither upon univerfal nor particular Re
demption, but on"ly upon the divine Grant, and the 

divine 
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divine Invitation. We aifure ourfelves of prefent 
:.tnd eternal Salvation, through this perfeet Righte
oufnefs, not as Perfons elclied, but as Perfons, war
ranted by the Word of G 0 D ; bound by the Com

mand of G 0 D; and led by the SPIRIT of GOD. 
- Therefore, while you are encountering this Doc

trine, I would be looking unto ']ES US; be view
ing the Glory of my L 0 RD; contemplating HIS 
Perfection, and my own Compietenefs in HI 1\1. 

If I divert, for a 1V1oment, from this delightfo.l 
Objelt, it is only to touch upon one of your Re
monfhances. You fuppole, that, according to the 
Ca!vin!Jlic Scheme, G 0 D denies what is neceifary 

for prefent Comfort and final Acceptance, e\'en to 
foille who fincerely feek it. This is contrary to 

Scriptu re, and no leis contrary to the Doftrine of 
your Opponents. However, to confirm y0urfelf in 
this Mifapprehenfion, you afk, " Would y.tJu deny 
" it to any, if it were in your Power ?"-To {hew 
the Error of fuch a Sentiment, and the F a1lacy of 

fuch Reafoning, I fhall jufi mention a recent melan

choly Fae!. 
News is brought, that the Prince Gecrge Man of 

\Var, Admiral Broderick's own Ship, is burnt, and 
funk, and above four hundred Souls, that were on 
board, are periilied. Six Hours, the Flan~es prevail ed; 
while every rvieans was ufed, to preferve the Ship 
and Crew ; but all to no Purpofe. In the mean 
rfime, Shrieks and _(;roans, bitter l\1oanings, and 

piercing Cries, were heard from every ~1arter. Rav
ing, Defpair, and even Madnefa prefented them
felves, in a Variety of Forms. Some r2n to and fro 
difiraB:cd with Terror, not knowing what they did, 

or what they iliould do. Othen jumped over board, 
from 
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from all Parts; and, to avoid the Purfuit of one 
Death, leaped into the Jaws of another. Thofe 
unhappy Wretches, who could not fwim, were 
obliged to remain upon the W reek, though Flakes 
of Fire fell on their Bodies. Soon the Mafl:s went 
away, and killed Numbers. Thofe, who were not 
killed, thought themfelves happy, to get upon the 
floating Timber. Nor yet were they fafe; for, the 
Fire, having communicated itfelf to the Guns, which 
were loaded and £hotted, they f wept Multitudes 
from this their I aft Refuge.--What fay you, Sir, to 
this difmal Narrative ? Does not your Heart bleed l 
Would you have ftood by, and denied your Succour_, 
if it had been in your Power to help? Would not 
you have done your utmoft, to prevent the fatal Ca
tafl:rophe ? Yet the L 0 RD faw this extreme Dif.
trefs. He heard their piteous Moans. He was able 
to fave them, yet withdrew his Affifiance. Now, 
becaufe you would gladly have fuccoured them if you 
could, and GOD ALMIGHTY could, but would 
not fend them Aid ; will you therefore conclude, 
that you are above your L 0 RD, and that your Lov• 
ing· Kindnefs is greater than His ? I will not offer to 
charge any fuch Confequence upon youo I am per
fuaded you abhor the 'Thought. 

" The W edJing Garment here means Holinefs." 
--Thus faying, you depart from Bengefius, for whom 
you profefs fo high a Regard. Bengelius overlooks 
your Expofition, and gives his Vote for Afpajir/s ,, 
Hcec vejlis ejl jujlitia CHRIST I. Awed by fo ve
nerable an Authority, you have not ventured to ex
clude this Senfe from your Comrnent. You have 
admitted it, into your expofitory N o.tes, yet will 
not allow Afpajir; to admit it, into his Difcourfe with 

U Ther:ort" 
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Theron. Thcfe are your Words; "The Wedding
" Garment, that is, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, 
" firfi imputed, then implanted." Which, by the 
V\Tay, is not perfeCl:ly accurate, nor according to 
the Language of the Gofpel. The Gofpel difiin
gui!hes between the Righteoufnefs of CHRIS 'T, 
and our own Righteoufnefs. That which is im
puted, goes uuder the former, that which is im
planted, under the latter Denomination. 

However, let us confider the Circumfiances of the 

Cafe, and we fhall find, that our common Favourite 
Bengelius has Probability and Reafon on his Side. 

T'he Guefi:s mentioned in this Parable, confifi:ed of 

poor Outcafi:s, colleeted from the Highways and 
Hedges. Now we cannot fuppofe, that People in 
fuch a Condition, and coming at a Minute's Warn
ing, iliould be able to furnifh themfelves with a Drefs 
of their own, fuitable to the grand Occafion. Here 
then pcrfonal Holinefs is put out of the ~eftion.
But we nlufi fuppofe, (which is conformable to the 
E;ajlern Cufl:oms) that the King had ordered his Ser
vants, to accom1nodate each Guefl: from the royal 
Wardrobe. That each might have thi3 additional 
rroken of his Sovereign's Favour, and all might be 
arrayed in a Manner, becoming the magnificent So
lemnity. This exaClly correfponds with the Nature 
of imputed Righteoufnefs. 

Farther; the Banquet you will readily allow, is 
the Pardon of Sin, and Peace with G 0 D~ the di
vine SP IR I 'I', and eternal Life. From all which, 
unitinf\ their happy Influence, true Holinefs fprings. 
'I'o fay, that Holi11efs is the Wedding-Garment, ne
cdfary for our Introduction to this Banquet, favours 

of Abfurdity; like f; ying Holinefs is necelfary to 
I-Ioli ~ 
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Holinefs-it is abfolute Legality; for it makes the 
Performance of all Duties, the Way to the RE
DEE ME R's Grace-it implies 2n lmpoffibility ; 
the Sinner, that can exercife Ho1inefs, before he re 
ceives CHRIST and his SPIRIT, is like the dead 
Man, who arifes and walks, before he is reftored to 
Life. 

· The grand End which G 0 D propofes in all his 
favourable Difpenfations to fallen Man, is to demon
ihate the Sovereignty of his Grace. " Not fo."
Do you mean, .AJPajio has not fpoken fo ? That you 
have mifreprefented his Senfe? Have clwped and dif
figured his Coin ? If this is your Meaning, you 
fpeak an undoubted Truth. His Words are, " To 
" demonfirate the Sovereignty, and advance the 

'' Glory of his Grace." V/hy did you fupprefs the 
Jafi Claufe ? Was you afraid it would f up ply the De
ficiency, which you charge on Afpajio, and exprefs 
the Idea of imparting Happinefs? If fo, your Fears 
are jufl enough.-Why did you not take into Confi
deration thofe Texts of Scripture, with which A/
pajio confirms his Tenet r Ought you not to have 
overthrown thofe Tefiimonies, before you denry his 

Doctrine ? Otherwife, you oppofe your own Au
thority, to the Decifion of a Prophet and of an 
Apoftle. 

" Not fo, proceeds Mr. Wejley. To impart Hap
" pinefa to his Creatures, is his grand End herein." 
- The devout Prophet fpeaks otherwife ; I have ere· 
ated Him far my Glory. The wife Moral ifi fpeaks 
otherwife; The L 0 RD hath created all Things for 
Him/elf. The holy Apofile fpeaks otherwife; To 
the Praife of the Glory of his Grace. From which, 
~nd from innumerable other Places of Scripture, from 

U 2 the 
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the Reafon of the Thing, and from the very Nature 
qf the SUPREME BEING, it appears, that the 
primary leading Aim, in all G 0 D's Works, and 
~11 GO D's Difpenfations, is his own Glory. The 
Felicity of his Creatures, though not feparatcd .from 
i~, though evidently included in it, is fiill f ubordi ... 
nate to it. And furely it is very meet and right fo to 
be, Can there be a nobler End, or more worthy of 
~n infinitely wife Agent, than the Difplay of tho(e 
fublime Perfellions, for which, ~nd through which, 
.~nd to which, are all Things ? Could G 0 D make 
any other Being the principal End of his acting, He 
would undeify himfelf, and give his Glory to another. 
Does any Creature imagine his own Happipefs to 
be a higher End, than the divine Glory? He thereby 
ufurps the GODHEAD, mak.ing, as far ~s in him 
lies, J EH 0 VA fl the Subjell:~ anq ~iimfelf the So
vereign. 

" Barely to demonfrrate his Sovereignty." The 
'\Vord barely is not uf~d by 4/pafio. But it gives ano
ther Specimen of Mr. lf/ejley's Integrity, in fiating. 
Truth, and doing J ufl:ice to his Opponents,_.;...It is 
not faid, the Joie, but the grand End. Therefore, 
would any unprejudiced Perfon copclu9e, there muft 
9e fome other, though inferior Purpofe. No, fays. 
Mr. Wejley; hence I infer, that it was barely to de
mon{hate his Sovereignty. Do you fo? Then your 
Infe~ence is of ~ Piece;: with the Qyot~tion, that as 
valid, as this is f~ithfuJ. 

" Barely to demonfl:q1te his Sovereigpty," is a 
frinciple of Action fit for the great Turk, not for 
the mo~ high q 0 p. Sµch a fr~udulent Qyota
tion I hc;ve not often (een, no, not in the critical 
t c ' f ' ' 

:R.eviewers.. To mark the Sentence with Commas, ,, ' · · · ·· . . · anrl -
~ - ~ 
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and thereby affign it to Afpafio, is really a Mail:er

piece, efpecia1ly, after you have thrufl in th_e vVord 

barely, and lopped off the vVord Grace. y OU have 

treated the Paffage worfe than Nahajh King of Am
mon, treated the Ambaffadors of David. 1~hey were 

afhamed to {hew their Faces, under fuch l\1arks of 

Abu(e and Difgrace. 1 am no lefs alhameJ of the 

Claufe, as you have mangled and difguifcd it. _f3ut 
refiore it to its true State; let it wear its native Af

pect ;. then fee what is blameable, or what is of

fenfive in it. 
The gr:n1d End, which G 0 D propofes, ¥"i all 

his favourable Difpenfations to fa}Jcn Man, is, to 
demonflrate the Sovereignty, and advance the Glory 
of his Grace.-1 ~he Glory, that ~t may appear rich~ 
unbounded,_ and infinitely furpaffing, all we cari 
willi or imagine.-The Sovereignty, that it may ap~ 
pear free, undeferved, and abfolutely independent oq 
any Goodnefs in the Creature.-That Sinners may 
receive it, without waiting for any amiable Quali~ 
ties, or performing any recommending Conditions. 
- That, when received, fr may ftop the Mouth of 
boafiing; may cut off ail Pretenfions of perfonal 

Merit; and teach every Tongue to fay, N ot unto us~ 

0 L 0 RD, not unto us, but unto thy 1Vame be the 
Praife. 

And iliould we not greatly rejoice in this Methoq 
of the divine Procedure? That the L 0 RD order~ 
all Things relating to our Salvation, to the Praifa of 
the Glory of his Grace? Can 4ny Thing be more ho

nourable to our Nature, or more tranfporting to our 

Souls? Can any Thing fo firmly efiablifh, or fo high· 
Jy exalt our Hopes? Angels, Principalities, anq 
rgw~rs; ~q intellettu~l Creatures, in alJ Ages, and 

all 
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aB \.Vor1ds; are to look unto us, unto us IV1en they 
;:xre to look, . for the mof!: confummate Difplay of 
G· 0 D's Grace. Our Exaltation and Felicity are to 
be the 1\/lirror, in which the wondering Cherubim 
and Seraphim will contemplate the foperabundant 
Cioodnefs of J EH 0 VA H. How great mufi: that 
IIonour and that Happinefs be, which are intended 
to exhibit the ful1e11, faireit, brighte!l: View of 
G 0 D's infinitely glorious Grace! How Jure mufl: 
that Honour and Happinefs be, which are fo inti
mately .conneeted with the Glory of the omnipotent 

King ! Which can no more fail of their Accompliih · 

tnent, than the amiable Attributes of GODHEAD 
can be {hipped of their Lufhe ! 

G 0 D is a boundlefs Ocean of Good. " - Nay, 
" that Ocean is far from boundlefs, if it wholly 

" paffes by nine T'enths of Mankind."-What, if 
it had paffed by all Mankind, as it certainly did ail 
the Devils, would it have been the lefs boundlefs on 
that Account? I wilh, methinks, you would fiudy 
the Evil of Sin more, and not fo frequently obtrude 

upon us a SubjeB:, of which neither you nor I feem ta 

be Mafiers. Then we fhould neither have harQ 

Thoughts of G 0 D, nor high Thoughts of our
felves. 

You cannot fuppofe, G 0 D would enter into a. 
fre:fh Covenant, with an infolvent and attainted Crea
ture*· Thefe are Afpajio's Words. To which Mr. 
Wejley replies; " I both fuppofe and know He did." 
Satis cum impl'n·o. Then be pleafed, Sir, to fhew 
us, where the Almighty entered into a Covenant 
with fallen Adam; for of him we are fpeaking. Pro.,. 

duce, 

.• lefo/q;ent and attaintedCreature, I\1r. Wejlry has change 
~d into '' a Rcbd . '' 
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duce the original Deed; at leafi favour us with a 

Tranfcript. And we will take your Word, when it 
it is backed with fuch Authority. 

G 0 D made the new Covenant with CHRIS 'T, 
and charged Him with the Performance of the Con
ditions. " I deny both thefe AfTertions." And 
what is your Reafon for this Denial ? Is it deduced 
from Scripture? Nothing like it. Is it founded on 
the Nature of 'rhings? No Attempt is made towards 
it. But you yourfelf affirm, that thcfe Aifertions 
" are the central Point, wherein Ca!vinifm and An
" tinomianifm meet." Or, in other Words, they 
tend to efiabliih, what you diflike ; and to over
throw, what you have taught. T'his is all the 
Caufe, which you ~ffign for your Denial. I cannot 
but wilh, that, whenver I engage in Controverfy, 
my Adverfary may be furni!bed with fuch Argu
ments. 

You deny the A£fertions now. But don't you for
get, what you allowed and maintained a little while 
ago? when you yourfelf, adopting a Paffage front 
Theron and Afpajio, called C 1---1 R. l ST " a frederal 
" Head ?"-Pray, what is a frederal Head, but a 
Perfon with whom a Covenant is made, in Behalf of 
himfelf and others ?-Here your Judgment was ac
cording unto Truth. Fit, perfeltly fit fo r fuch an 
Office, is CHRIST; who[e Life is 'all his ovn1, 
who is able to merit, and migh ty to fave. But abfo
lutely unfit for it, utterly incapable of it, is fallen I\!l;:!n; 
whofe Life is forfeited, :whofe moral Ability is lot, 
and whofe very Nature is Enmity againfi G 0 D. 

I have made a Covenant with mv choCen.--
" Namely, with David my Servant." 
David as in CHRIST, or rat! er a~ 

True; wilh 
a rf ype or-

7 clf V {(er" 
.LL\.. .... "-1 l • 



'-96 L E T T E R S to the Let'~ Xt 
CHRIST. "You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST 
is called by th is very Name. The L 0 RD, [peak
ing by the Prophet _Ezekid, fays, I will Jet up one 
Shepherd over them, an i he jhall feed them, even my 
Servant Da-vid.-Vv as Davial beioved * ? CHRIST 
was incomparably more fo.-Was David G 0 D's 
chofen oner CHRIST was fo Jikewife, and in a 
far fublimer Senfe., and for infinitely more momen
tous Purpo(es .- VVa., Dm;id G 0 D's Servant? So 
was ] ES US C I-l RI S 'I'; and, by his Services, 
brought unfpeakably greater Honour to the LORD 
his G 0 D, th ~m all Kings on Earth, and all the 
Princes of H caven.-Several Parts of this Pfalm, mufl 
be applied to Cff RJST; and if ftveral of them mufr, 
the principal of them may and ought. 

He will waih you in the Blood, which atones, 
and invcfi you with the Righteoufnefs, which jufi:i
fies. " \Vhy fhould you thus put afunder conti
" nua1ly 'V 'hat G 0 D has joined?" How difficult is 
it, to pleafe Mr. IV f_fley I When .Afpajio fpoke of 
CHRIST's Righteoufnefs, without particularly men
tioning his Blood, you faid it was better to mention 
them both together ; it behoved us, never to name 
the form er, w ith out the latter. Yet here, when 
both are m entioned, and the particular Ufe of eaGh 
is f pecificd, y ou complain of his putting afunder 
what G 0 D has joined, which, in Truth, is no dif
joining, but an Illuftration and Amplification of the 
unfearch-;i.ble Riches of CH R._ JS T. 

G· 0 D himfelf, at the lafl Day, pronounces them 

1 igh teous, becaufe they are interefied in the Obedi
ence of the REDEEMER. " Rather, becaufe 
'' they are wafheJ in his Blood, and renewed by his 

" s p 1-
., Befc.-ved.. This ~s the Iv1eaning of 1'l1 Daruid's Name,.· 



Let. XL Reverend Mr. W E S L E Y. 'l<f't 
" SPIRIT/' G 0 D will j ufiify them in the la11: 
Day, in the very fame Way, whereby he jufiified 
them in this World; namely, becaufe they are inte
refi:ed in the Obedience of the REDEEMER. As 
for their Renewal by the SPIRIT', though it will 
then be perfeCl:, yet it will be no Caufe . of their Ac
quittal, but the Privilege of thofe who are acquitted .. 
-A Proof of this, at ]eafl: an Attefiation of it, the 
World has received from your own Pen. ~' For 
" neither our own inward nor outward Righteouf
" nefs is the Ground of our J ufiification. Holinefs 
" of Heart as well as Holinefs of Life, is not the 
" Caufe, but the Effetl: of it. The Joie Caufe of 
" our Acceptance with GOD, is the Righteoufnefs 
H and Death of CHRIST, who fulfiJled G 0 D's 

" Law, and died in our Stead." Excellent Senti
ments ! In thefe may l ever abide J To thef~ may 
you aJfo return ! 

.. 

F I N I S. 

ERRATA. 

Pref. p. vi. l. 4. for it .in, read it is in. P. vii. l. 17 ~ 
/or 1765, read 1756. 



T~e following are tbe whole Works of the 
late Reverend Mr. HERVEY, .Author of 
the foregoing Letters. 

I.MEDITATIONS and CONTEMPLATI
ONS. Containing, 

Vol. I. Meditations among the Tombs, Reflec
tions on a Flower-Garden, and a Defcant on Crea
tion. 

Vol. II. Contemplations on the Night, Contem
£1ations on the Starry Heavens, and a Winter-Piece~ 
The feventeenth Edition, neatly printed from, a Co
py correCted by the Author a lhort Time before his 
Deceafe, in two Volumes in Octavo, Price 6 s. 

II. THERON and AsPAsro; or, A Series of Dia
logues and Letters upon the moft important and in
ter_efting Subjects, in three Volumes in Otl:avo, 
f rice Io s. 

III. A Colleetion of the Rev. l\·1r. Hervey's Let
ters, which exhibit in their Purport, Compofition, 
and various Tendencies, a :!triking and amiable 
Pillure of the Ingenuity, Learning, Candour, 
and Piety of their excellent Author. To which is 
prefixed, an Account of his Life aqp Death, in two 
Volumes, Price 7 s. bound, or 6 s. fewed. 

IV. Sermons and Mifcellaneous Tracts: Contain
ing, I. Three F aft Sermons. 2: A Vifitation Ser
mon. 3. Confiderations on vifiting on Sundays. 
3. Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke's Letters on the 
Study and Ufe of Hiftory. 5. The Minifhy of Re
conciiiation. 6. A Treatife on the Religious Edu .. 
cation of Daughters. Price 3 s. bound. 

V. Tjle above, with this Volume of Letters, may 
he had bound in nine Volumes, Price 11. 7 s. of J OHI\! 

R1v1:--;GTON in St. Paul's Church-Yard. 
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