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%%\3‘ the Rev. Mr. John Wefley, by
way of private Letter, containing fome Remarks
which that Gentleman bad made on reading 'Theron
and Afpafio. When my Brother had read it over,
he thought it beft to be filent, as it contained no-
thing which could materially affef bis Fudgment
in Regard to the Work it cenfured : For this Rea-
Jon, as well as for Peace Sake, be layed it by bim
unanfwered.— Mr. Welley then publiflied a Pam-
phlet, which be intitled, A Prefervative againft
unfettled Notions in Religion ; in which,
be printed the above-mentioned Letler,

This my Brother looked upon as a Suminons to
the Bar of the Public, and upon this Occafion, in
a Letter to a Friend, dated June 23, 1758,
writes as follows,

Az [(‘M.'y
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PR EFACE

[« My dear Friend,

[ little thought, when I put Mr. Wefley’s
Manufiript into your Hand, that I fhould Jee
it in Print fo foon. I took wery little Notice
of ity and let it lie by me feveral Months, wirk-
out giving it an attentive Confideration ®. It
Jeemed to me fo palpably weak, dealing only i
pofitive Affertions and pofitive Denials, that I
could not imagine be would adventure it into the
World, without wery great Alterations. Bui
it is now come abroad, juft as you received it,
in a two Shillings Pamphlet, intitled A Prefer-
vative againft unfettled Notions in Religion.
Of this Pamphlet what be has wrote againfi
me, wakes only a fmall Part. Now then the
Queftion is, whether I [ball attempt to anfwer
it 2 Give me your Opinion, as you bhave given
me your Affifiance, and may the Father of
Mercies give you an Increafe of Knowledge and
Utterance, of Peace and oy in the Holy
Ghoft.”]

Berween this and the O&ober following, my

Brother began the Letters contained in this Vo~
lume, of which be thus [peaks in another Letier to
bis Friend, dated O&ober 24, 1758.

(47

[¢¢ My dear Friend,
““ Let me repeat my Thainks for the Trouble yon
bave taken, and for the Affiffance you have
“ given

* Afterwards he read it again, and gave it, what he

calls in the Beginning of the 1it Letter,  acareful Perufad.”



PREFACGCE. v

< grven me, in relation to my Controverfy with
« Mr. Welley 3 be is fo unfair in bis Quotati-
““ ons, and [o magifterial in bis Manner, that I
“ find it no fmall Difficulty, to preferve the De-
“ cency of the Gentleman, and the Mecknefs of
““ the Chriftian, in my intended Anfwer: May
““ our divine Mafter aid me in both thefe In-
< flances, or elfe not [uffer me to write at all.”]

When, in the December following, I was [ent
for to Welton, in the very lafp Period of my
Brother’s long Iline[s—1I afked bim (the Evening
before be died) ¢ What be would bave done with
“¢ the Letters to Mr. Welley, whether be would
¢ bave them publifbed after bis Death 2——He an-
““ fwered—By no means, becaufe ke bad only tran-
““ feribed about balf of them fair for the Prefs, but
““ as the Corretiions and Alterations of the latter
¢ Part were moftly in Short-Hand, it would be
““ difficult to underftand them, efpecially as fome of
$¢ the Short-Hand was entirely bis ows, and others
““ could not make it out ; therefore, be Jaid, as it
¢ 75 not a finifbed Piece, I defire you will think no
¢ more about it.”

As thefe were bis laft Orders concerning thefe
Letters, [ thought it right to cbey them, and
therefore I withflood the repeated Sollicitations
of many of kis Friends, who wanted to bave
them printed 5 alledging the Service they
might be of to allay the groundle[s Prejudices,
which the Prefervative might occafion in the

A 3 Mini:
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vi PREFACGCLE

Minds of many, againft my Brother’s other Writ-
ings, as well as the Utility of them in general, as
they contained o mafterly a Defence of << the Truth
¢ asitin JESUS.”

But, notwithftanding the Regard I bad for
the Perfons who [ollicited the Publication, I could
not be perfuaded to print the Letiers y and they
never had appeared in Publick with my Confént,,
had wnot a [urveptitious Edition of them lately
made its Way from the Prefs, and was 1 not un-
der a firm Perfuafion that will be followed by
more. ,
 As this is the Cafe, I think it my Duiy to the
Memory of my late Brother, to fend forih as cor-
veft an Edition as I poffibly can ; for as to that
which has appeared (from what Editor I know:
not) it is fo faulty, and incorvell, that but liitle
Fudgment can be formed from it, of the Propriety

and Force of iy Brother’s Anfwers to Mr.
Welley.

As to the Unfairnefs of publifbing my Brother’s
Letters without my Confent, and the Injuflice to
bis Memory, in fending [o mangled a Performance
out under bis Nawme, they are too apparent to need
any Proof s and though the Editor, as I kave
been informed, gave away the whole Tpreffion, Jo
that it is plain, Lucre was not the Motive of bis.
Proceeding, and I would charitably bape be did it
with a View of benefiting bis Readers, yet it is [6

like
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Jike doing Evil that Good may come, as, i
my Opinion, to be quite unjuftifiable.

However, as the only Way now left to remedy in
Some Sort what bas been done, and to prevent a fur-
ther Impofition on the Publick, from worfe Motives
than aétuated this Publifber, I have called a Friend
to my Affiffance, and by this Means, prefent the
Reader with as perfeii a Copy of thefe Leétters,
as can poffibly be made out from the original Ma-
nufcript now in my Hands.

That the Reader may judge more clearly of ihe
State of the Controver[y between my late Brother
and Mr. Welley, I bave thought it right to fub-
goin Mr. Welley’s Letter, Word for Word, as it
Jrands in the Prefervative.

A LeTTER to the Rev. Mr, ——

DEear Sir, 04. 15, 1755,

A Confiderable Time fince I fent you a
few hafty Thoughts which occurr’d to
me on readmg the Dialogues between Theron
and Afpafio. 1 have not “been favour'd with
any Anfwer. Yet upon another and a more
careful Perufal of them, I could not but fet
down fome obvious Refleétions, which I would
mther have communicated, before thofe Dia-
logues were publifh’d.
TIn the Firlt Dialogue there are feveral jult

and ftrong Obfervations, which may bc of
A 4 Ufle
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Ufe to every ferious Reader. In the Second,
is not the Defcription often too laboured, the
Language too ftiff, and affected ¢ Yet the Re-
flections on the Creation (in the 31ft and fol-
lowing Pages) make abundant Amends for
this. (I cite the Pages according to the Dub-
lin Edition, having wrote the rough Draught
of what follows, in Ireland.)

P. 39. Is Juftification more or lefs, than
Gop’s pardoning and accepting a Sinner thro’
the Merits of Chri#? That Gop herein ¢ rec-
kons the Righteoufnefs and Obedience which
Chrift performed as our own:” 1 allow, if by
that ambiguous Expreflion, you mean only as
you here explain it yourfelf, ¢¢ They are as
effectual for obtaining our Salvation, as if they
were our own perfonal Qualifications.” P. 41.

P. 43./*¢ WE are not folicitous, as to any
particular Set of Phrafes. Only let Men be
anumbled, as repenting Criminals at Chriff’s
Feet, let them rely as devoted Penfioners on
“his Merits, and they are undoubtedly in the
Way to a blifsful Immortality,” Then for
Chriff’s Sake, and for the Sake of the immortal
Souls which He has purchafed with his Blood,
do not difpute for that particular Phrafe, The
sputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift. It is not fcrip-
tural ; it 1s not neceflary,  Men who {cruple
to uke, Men who never heard the Exprefiion,
may yet * be humbled, as repenting Criminals
at his Feet, and rely as devoted Penfioners on
his Merits.” But it has done immenfe Hur.
I have had abundant Proof, that the frequent
Ufe of this unneceifary Phrafe, inftead of

6 ¢¢ furthering
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v furthering Mens Progrefs in vital Holinefs,”
has made them fatisfied without any Holinefs
at all ; yea and encouraged them to work all
Uncleannefs with Greedinefs.

P. 45. ¢t To afcribe Pardon to Chbriff’s paf-
five, eternal Life to his afiive Righteouinefs,
is fanciful rather than judicious. His univer-
fal Obedience from his Birth to his Death, is
the one Foundation of my Hope.”

Tais is unqueftionably right. Butif it be,
there is no manner of Need, to make the Im-
putation of his af%ve Righteoufnefs, a {eparate
and laboured Head of Difcourfe. O that you
had been content with this plain {criptural
Account, and fpared fome of the Dialogues
and Lezters that follow !

Tue Third and Fourth Dialogues contain
an admirable Ifluftration and Confirmation of
the great Doctrine of Chriff’s Satisfaction. Yet
even here I obferve a few Paffages, which are
liable to fome Exception.

P. 54. ¢ Sartisraction was made to the
Divine Law.” I do not remember any fuch
Expreffion in Scripture. This Way of {peak-
ing of the Law as a Perfon injured and to be
Jatisfied, feems hardly defenfible.

P. 74. ¢ Tue Death of Chrift procured the
Pardon and Acceptance of Believers, even be-
fore He came in the Fleth.” Yea, and ever
fince. In this we all agree. And why fhould
we contend for any Thing more ?

P. 120. ¢ ALL the Benefits of the New
Covenant, are the Purchafe of bis Bleod.” Sure-
ly they are, And after this has been fuliy

.y |
pProveg,
&
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proved, where is the Need, where is the Ufe,
of contending fo ftrenuoufly, for the Jmputa-
tion of his Righteoufnefs, as is done in the Fifth
and Sixth Dialogues ?

P. 135. « Ir He was our Subftitute as to
penal Sufferings, why not, as to juflifying Obe-
dience 27

Tue former is exprefsly afferted in Scrip-
ture. The latter is not exprefsly afferted there.

P. 145. ¢ As Sin and Mifery have abounded
through tive firft 4dam, Mercy and Grace have
much more abounded through the fecond. So
that none can have any Reafon to complain.”
No, not if the fecond Adam died for all.
Otherwife all for whom He did not die, have
great Reafon to complain. For they inevita-
bly fall by the firft Adam, without any Help
from the fecond:

P. 148. ¢ Tuz whole World of Believers™
is an Expreflion which never occurs in Scrip-
ture : Nor has it any Countenance there: The
World in the infpired Writings being con-
ftantly taken either in an univerfal or in a bad
Senfe: Either for the whole of Mankind, or
for that Part of them who know not Gop.

P. 149. ¢« I~ the LorD jball all the Houfe
of Urael be juflified.”” It ought unqueftionably
to be rendered, ¢ By or through the Lorp :”
This Argument therefore proves nothing.
““ Xe are complete in Him.” ‘The Words lite-
rally rendered, are, 2 are filled with Him. And
the whole Paffage, as any unprejudiced Reader
may obferve, relates to Sanétification, not
Juitification,

P. 150,
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P. 150. ¢ Tury are accepted for Chrift’s
Sake ; this is Juftification through imputed
Righteoufne/s.”” That remains to be proved.
Many allow the former, who cannot allow the
latter.

Theron. ¢¢ 1 see no Occafion for fuch #ice
Diftinctions and metaphyfical Subtleties.

Afp. You oblige us to make Ufe of them
. by confounding thefe very different Ideas,
that is, Chriff’s altive and paflive Righteouf-
nefs.”

I answer, We do not confound thefe : But
neither do we feparate them. Nor have we
any Authority from Scripture, for either think-
ing or {peaking of one feparate from the other.
And this whole Debate on one of them fepa-
rate from the other, is a mere metaphyfical
Subtlety.

P. 151. ¢« Tue Righteoufnefs which jufti-
fies us, is already wrought out.”—A crude,
wnfcriptural Expreflion ! ¢ It was fer o1 Foor,
carried on, compleated.”—QO vain Philofophy !
The plain Truth is, Chrift lived and tafted
Death for every Man. And through the Me-
rits of his Life and Death, every Believer is
juftified.

P. 152. ¢ WHoOEVER perverts {o glorious
a Doftrine, fhews he never believed.” Not
fo. They who turn back as a Dog to the Vo-
mit, had once efcaped the Pollutions of the IV orid
by the Knowledge of Chrift.

P. 153. < T'ue Goodnefs of Gop leadeth
to Repentance.” This is unqueltionably true.
But the wice, metaphyfical Doctrine of imputed

Righteonfnefs,
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Righteonfnefs, leads not to Repentance, but to
Licentioulnefs.

P. 154. ¢ Tue Believer cannot but add to
his Faith, Works of Righteoufnels.” During
his firft Love, this is often true. But it is
not true afterwards, as we know and feel by
melancholy Experience.

P. 155. «“ Wk no longer obey, 7 order to
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance.”
No: That Foundation is already laid in the
Merits of Chrift. Yet we obey, iz order to
our final Acceptance thro’ his Merits. And
in this Senfe, by obeying we lay a good Foun-
dation, that we may aitain eternal Life.

P. 156. <« WEe ¢flablifb the Law : We pro-
vide for its Honour, by the perfet Obedience
of Chriff.”> Can you poflibly think : St. Pau/
meant this ¢ That fuch a Thought ever entered
into his Mind ? The plain Meaning is, We
eftablith both the true Senfe, and the effectual
Practice of ic: We provide for its being begth
underftood and practifed in its full Extent,

P. 157. ¢ On thofe who rejeét the Atone-
ment, juft Severity.” Was. it ever pofible for
them, not to rejet it ? If not, how is it juft,
To caft them into a Lake of Fire, for not do-
ing what it was impoﬁib]c they thould do?
Would it be juft (make it your own Cafe) to
caft you intc Hell, for not touching Heaven
with your I‘ and ?

P. 159. ¢ JusTiricaTion is complete the
firft Momcnt we believe, and is incapable of

Augmentation.”
Nort
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Nort fo: There may be as many Degrees in
the Favour as in the Image of Gob.

P. 190. ¢ St. PauL often mentions «
Righteoufnefs imputed : (Not a Righteoufnefs ;
never once ; but imply Rigiteonfnefs.) <« What
can this be, but the Righteoufnefs of Chrift 2
He tells you himfelf, Rom. iv. 6. To Hiw that
believeth on Him that juftifieth the Ungodly, Faith
is imputed for Righteoufnefs. ¢ Why is Chrift
ftiled Febovab our Righteoufnefs 2 Becaufe we
are both juftified and fanctified thro’ Him.

P. 1g1. ¢« My Death, the Caufe of their
Forgivenels, My Righteoufnefs, the Ground of
their Acceptance.”

How does this agree with P. 45. ¢ To af-
cribe Pardon to Chrift’s paffive, Eternal L.ife to
his A¢Zive Righteoulnefs, is fanciful rather than
judicious £”’

P. 195. *“ He commends fuch Kinds of
Beneficence only, as were excercifed to a Difci-
ple as fuch.” Is not this a Slip of the Pen?
Will not our LorD then cominend, and re-
ward eternally, all Kinds of Beneficence, pro-
vided they flow’d from a Principle of loving
Faith ? Yea, that which was exercifed to a
Samaritan, a Jew, a Turk or an Heathen ?
Even thefe I would not term ¢ tranfient
Bubbles,” tho’ they do not procure our Jufltifi-
cation.

P. 197. ¢« How muft our Righteoufnefs
exceed that of the Scribes and Pharifees ¢ Not
only in being fincere, but in pofiefiing a com-
plete Righteoufnefs, even that of Chit.” Ihd
gur Lor b mean this 2 Nothing lefs.  He fpe-

CHics



Xiv

cifies in the following Parts of his Sermion,
the very Inftances wherein the Righteoufnefs
of a Chriftian exceeds that of the Scribes and
Pharifees.

P. 198. ¢ He brings this fpecious Hypo-
erite to the Teft.” How does it appear, that
he was an Hypocrite ? OQur LorD gives not
the leaft Intimation of it. Surely He loved
bim, not for his Hypocrify, but his Sincerity !

"YeT he loved the World, and therefore
could not keep any of the Commandments in
their {piritual Meaning. And the keeping of
thefe is undoubtedly the 777y to, tho’ not the
Caufe, of Eternal Life,

P. 200. < By Works bis Faith was made per-
feit : appeared to be true.” No: The natural
Senfe of the Word is, By the Grace {uperadded
while he wrought thofe Works, bis Faith was
literally made ])erfeﬁ

1oid. <« He that docth Righteoufnefs is rzg/a-
zeons—manifefts the Truth of his Converfion.”
Nay ; the plain Meaning is, He alone 7s truly
vighteons, whofe Faith worketh by Love.

P. 201. ¢ St. James {peaks of the Fufti-
Sfication of our Faith.” Not unlefs you mean
by that odd Expreffion, our Fuith being made
perfeét : For fo the Apoftle explains his own
Meaning. Perhaps the Word juflified is once
ufed by St. Pau! for manifefled.—But that does
not prove, it is to be {o underftood here.

‘P. 202. *“ Wnoso doeth thefe Things fball
never fall into total Apoftaly.” How pleafing
1s this to Flefh and Blood ! But David fays no
fuch Thing. His Meaning is, #hofo doeth

5 thefe
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tbefe Things to the End fball never fall into
Hell,

Tue Seventh Dialogue is full of important
Truths. Yet fome Lxpreflions in it I can’t
commend,

P. 216. ¢ ONE Thing thou lackef the im-
puted Righteoufnefs of Cbri}.”” You cannot
think, this is the Meaning of the Text. Cer-
tainly the ome Thing our Lorp meant was,
The Love of Gob. This was the Thing he
lacked.

X.22z < Isake Obedzence of Chrift infuffi-
cient to accomplifb our Juftification 2> Rather
I would afk, Is the Deash of Chrift infufficient
to purchafe it ?

P. 226. ¢« Tuz Saints in Glory afcribe, #le
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the
Lamb.” So do 1: And yet I believe He
¢¢ obtained for all a Pogffibility of Salvation.”

P. 227. ¢ Tuz Terms of Acceptance for
Sfallen Man were a full Satisfaciion to the Divine
Juftice, and a complete Conformity to the Divine
Law.” This you take for granted ; but I can-
not allow,

Tue Zerms of Acceptance for fallen Man
are Repentance and Faith. Repent ye and be-
lieve the Cofpel.

lbid. << Trere are but Two Methods
whereby any can be jullified, either by a per-
feii Obedience 1o the Law, or becaule Chrift
hath kept the Law in our ftead.” You fhould
fay, ¢ Or by Faith in Chrif.”” 1 then an-
fwer, This is true. And fallen Man is jufti-
fied, not by perfedd Qbedience but by Faith,

What
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What Chrit has done is the Foundation of our
Juftification, not the Term or Condition of it.

In the Eighth Dialogue likewife there are
many great Truths, and yet fome Things lia-
ble to Exception.

P. 253. *“ Davip GOD Himfelf dignifies
with the mof exalted of all Charalters.” Far,
very far from it. 'We have more exalted Cha-
racters than David’s, both in the Old Tefta-
mentand the New. Such are thole of Samuel,
Daniel, yea and fob, in the former, of St.
Paul and St. fobn in the latter.

““ But Gop ftiles him @ Man afier bis own
Heart.” 'This is the Text which has caufed
many to miftake : For want of confidering,
Firft, That this is faid of David in a particular
Refpect, not with Regard to his whole Cha-
ratter : Secondly, The Time, at which it was
fpoken. When was David o Man after Gop’s
cwn Heart ¢ When Gop found him following the
Frwes great with 2 ozmg, when He took bim from
the Sheep- Folds, Pf. I1xxix. #1. It was in the 2d
ar 3d Year of Saul’s Reign, that Samuel {aid to
him, The Lorp hath fought Him a Man after
bis own Heart, and hath commanded bim to be
Captain over bis People, 1 Sam. xiil. 14. But
was he @ Man after Goo’s own Heart all his
Life? Or in all Particulars ? So far from it,
that we have few more exceptionable Cha-
racters, among all the Men of Gob recorded
n Scripture.

P. 261. ““ TuerE is not a juff Man upon
Larth that finneth not.”  Solomon might truly

fay lo, before Chriff came. And St Fobn
might
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might after He came fay as truly, % hofoever is
born of Gobp finneth not. ¢ But in many Things
we offend all.” 'That St. Fames does not {peak
this of himfelf, or of real Chriftians, will clearly
appear, to all who impartially confider the
Context.

THE ninth Dialogue proves excellently well,
That we cannot be juftified by our Works.

But have you thoroughly confidered the
Words which occur in the 270th Page ?

“ O CHILDREN of Adam, you are #o longer
obliged, to love Gop with all your Strength,
nor your Neighbour as yourfelves. Once in-
deed I infifted upon abfolute Purity of Heart :
Now 1 can difpenfe with fome Degrees of evil
Defire. Since Chrift”’—has fulfilled the Law
Jor you, ¢ You need not fulfil it. T will con-
nive at, yea accommodate my Demands to your
Weaknefs.”

I Acree with you, That ®¢this Doétrine
makes the Holy One of Gop a Minifter of
Sin.” And is it not your own? Is not this
the very Doétrine which you efpoufe through-
out your Book ?

I can~oT but except to feveral Paffages zl-
fo in the Tenth Dialogue. [ afk Firft,

P. 291. « Dogs the Righteoufnefs of Gobp
ever mean” (as you affirm) ¢ The Merits of
Chrift 2* I believe not once in all the Scripture.
It often means and particularly in the Epiftle
to the Romans, Gob’s Method of juftifying Sin-
ners. When therefore you fay,

P. 292. ¢¢ Tue Righteoulnefs of Gop

means, fuch a Righteoulnefls as may juftly
2 challenge
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challenge his Acceptance,” I cannot allow it
at all : And this capital Miftake muft needs
“lead you into many others.  But I follow you
Step by Step.

* [hid. ¢ In order to intitle us to a Reward,
there muft be an Imputation of Righteoui-
-nefs.” There muft be an Intereft in Chr7#. And
then every Man fhall receive bis own Reward,
“according to bis owon Labour.

P. 293. ¢ A ReB:L may be forgiven, with-
out being reftored to the Dignity of a Son.”
A Rebel againft an earthly King may ; but not
a Rebel againft Gop. In the very fame Mo-
ment that Gop forgives, we are the Sons of
Gop. Therefore this is an idle Difpute. For
Pardon and Acceptance, though they may be
diftinguifbed, cannot be di vided. The Words
of Fob which you cite are wide of the Queftion.
Thofe of Solenon prove no more than this,
(and who denies it ?) That Juftification im-
plies both Pardon and Acceptance.

P. 295. ¢ Grack reigneth thro® Righteou/-
nefs unto eternal Life,”’—that is, The free Love
of Gop brings us through Juftification and
Sanctification to Glory. Jbid. < That they
may 7'c€6’l"”’ Forgivene[s and a Lot among the
Santiified :” That is, That they may receive
Pardon, Holinefs, Heaven.

Ibid. “¢ Is not the Satisfaction made by the
Death of Ch7if#, {ufficient to obtain both our
‘full Pardon and final Happinefs ?” Unquefh-
anably it is, and neither of the Texts you cite
_proves the contrary.

L% P. 296.
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P. 296. < Ir 1t was requifite for Chriff to
be baptized, much more to fulfil the Moral
Law.”

I cannoT prove that either the one or the
other was requifite 7z order to his purchafing
Redemption for us.

P. 297. ¢ By Chriff’s Sufferings alone, the
Law was not fatisfied.” Yes it was ; for it
required only the alternative, Obey or Die. It
required no Man to obey and die too. If any
Man had perfectly obey’d, he would not have
died. [Zbid. ¢« Where Scripture afcribes zbe
whole of our Salvation to the Death of Chrif2,
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the whole.”
I cannot allow this without fome Proof. He
was obedient unto Death 1s no Proof at all ; as
it does not neceffarily imply any more, shan
that He died in Obedience to the Father. In
fome Texts there is a Necefity of taking a
Part for the whole. But in thefe there is no
fuch Neceffity.

P. 300. ¢ CHRrIST #ndertook to do every
Thing neceffary for our Redemptxon ” Name-
ly, in a Covenant made with the Father. ’Tis
fure, He did every Thing neceffary : But how
does it appear, that He andertook this, before
the Foundation of the World, and that by a
pofitive Covenant between Him and the Fa-
ther ?

You think this appears from four Texts,
1. From that, Thou gaveft them to Me. Nay,
when any believe, the Father gave them to
Chriff.  But this proves no fuch previous Con-
tract, 2. Gob bath laid upon Him the Iniqui-

a 2 tigs
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ties of us all. Neither does this prove any fuch
Thing. 3. That Expreffion, The Counfel of
Peace fhall be between them, does not necefiarily
imply any more, than that both the Father
and the Son would concur in the Redemption of
Man. 4. According to the Counfel of bis IVill,—
that is, In the Way or Method He had chofen.
Therefore neither any of thefe Texts, nor all
of them, prove what they were brought to
prove. They do by no Means prove, That
there ever was any fuch Covenant made be-
tween the Father and the Son.

P. 301. ¢ THE Conditions of the Covenant
are recorded. Lo, I come to do thy Will.”
Nay here is no Mention of any Covenant, nor
any Thing from which it can be inferr’d.
¢ The Recompence ftipulated in this glorious
Treaty.”—But 1 fee not one Word of the
Treaty itfelf. Nor can I poflibly allow the
Exiftence of it without far other Proof than
this. /0id. ¢¢ Another Copy of this grand
Treaty is recorded lfaiahb xlix. from the firft to
the fixth Verfe.” 1 have read them, but can-
not find a Word about it, in all thofe Verfes.
They contain neither more nor lefs than a Pre-
diction, of the Salvation of the Gentiles.

P. 302. ¢ By the Covenant of Works,
Man was bound to obey in bis own Perfon.”
And fo he is under the Covenant of Grace;
though not in order to his Juftification. ¢ The
Obedience of our Surety is accepted inftead of
our own.” This is neither a fafe nor a Scrip-
tural Way of Speaking. I would fimply fay,

We

]
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We are accepted thro’ the Beloved, We have Re~
demption thro’ kis Blood.

P. 303. ¢ Tue Second Covenant was not
made with Adam, or any of his Pofterity, but
with Chrift in thofe Words, The Seed of the
Woman fball bruife the Serpent’s Head.” For
any Authority you have from thefe Words,
you might as well have faid, It was made with
the Holy Ghoft. Thefe Words were not
{poken 2o Chrift, but of Him, and give not
the leaft Intimation of any fuch Covenant as
you plead for. They manifeftly contain, if
not a Covenant made with, a Promife made
to Adam and all his Pofterity.

P. 303. ¢ Curist, we fee, undertook to
execute the Conditions.” We fee no fuch
Thing in this Text. We fee here only a Pro-
mife of a Saviour, made by Gop to Man.

lbid. < °Tis true, I cannot fulfil the Con-
ditions,” ’Tis not true. The Conditions of
the New Covenant are Repent and believe.
And thefe you can fulfil, thro’ Chrift ftrength-
ening you. ¢ ’Tis equally true, this is not
required at my Hands.” It is egually true,
that is, abfolutely falfe. And moft dange-
roufly falfe, If we allow this, Antinomian-
ifm comes in with a full Tide. ¢ Chrift has
perform’d all that was conditionary for me.”
Has he repented and believed for you 2 You en-
deavour to evade this by faying, ¢ He per-
form’d all that was conditionary in the Covenant
of Works.” This is nothing to the Purpofe ; for
we are not talking of that, but of the Covenant
of Grace, Now He did not perform all that

a 3 was
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was conditionary in this Covenant, unlefs He
repented and believed. ¢¢ But He did un-
{peakably more.” It may be {fo. But He did
not do this.

P. 308. <« Burt if Chriff’s perfeci Obedience
be Our’s, we have no more Need of Pardon
than Chrif Himfelf.” The Confequence is
good. You have ftarted an Objection which
you cannot anfwer. You fay indeed, ¢¢ Yes,
we do need Pardon ; for in many Things we
offend all.””>  What then? If his Obedience be
Our’s, we {till perfelily obey in Him.

P. 309. *¢ BoTH the Branches of the Law,
the Preceptive and the Penal, in the Cale of
Guilt contra¢ted, muft be fatisfied.” Not fo.
< Chrift by his Death alone, ({o our Church
teaches) fully fatisfied for the Sins of the whole
World.” The fame great Truth is manifeftly
taught in the 31ft Article. Is it therefore
fair, is it honeft, for any one to plead the
Articles of our Church in Defence of Abfo-
lute Predeftination ? Seeing the 147th Article
barely defines the Term, without either affirm-
ing or denying the Thing : Whereas the 311t
totally overthrows and razes it from the Foun-
dation.

Ibid. ¢ Berievers who are notorious
Tranfgreffors in themfelves, have a finlefs Obe-
dience i Chriff.” O Siren Song! Plealing
Sound, to Faimes Wheatley ! Thomas IWilliams!
Fames Reiley !

I xnow not one Sentence in the Eleventh
Dialogue, which is liable to Exception : But
that grand Doétrine of Chriftianity, Origi-

: nal



XXiii
nal Sin, is therein proved by irrefragable Ar-
guments.

Tue Twelfth likewife is unexceptionable,
and contains fuch an Illuftration of the Wif-
dom of Gop, in the Structure of the Human
Body, as I believe cannot be parallell’d, in
either Antient or Modern Writers.

THe former Part of the Thirteenth Dia-
logue is admirable. To the latter I have
{fome Objection.

Vou. 1. P. 44. ¢ Elijab failed in his Refig-
nation, and even Mofes {pake unadvifedly with
his Lips.” Itistrue: Butif you could like-
wife fix fome Blot upon venerable Samuel and
beloved Daniel, it weuld prove nothing. For
no Scripture teaches, That the Holinefs of
Chriftians is to be meafured by that of any Few.

P. 46. ¢ Do not the 2¢ff of Men frequently
feel Diforder in their Affections ? Do not they:
often complain, #hen I would do Good, Evil
15 prefent with me?” 1 believe not.. You and
I are only able to an{wer for ourfelves. << Do
not they fay, /e groan being burthewd,—with
the Workings of inbred Corruption £”” You
know, this is not the Meaning of the Text,
The whole Context (hews, the Caufe of that
Groaning was their longing #0 be with Chrift.

P. 4. ¢ Tug Cure” of Sin ¢ will be per-
fetted in Heaven.” Nay furely, in Paradife,
if no fooner., ¢ 'This is a noble Prerogative
of the Beatific Vifion.” No: It would then
come too late. It Sin remains in us ’uil the
Day of Judgment, it will remain for ever.
“ Our Prefent Bleflednefs does not confift in

a 4 being
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being free from Sin.” 1 really think it does.
But whether it does or no, if we are not free
from Sin, we are not Chriftian Believers. For
to all thefe the Apoftle declares, Being made
free from Sin, ye are become the Servants of Righ-
tconfnefs, Rom. vi. 18.

« Ir we were perfect in Piety (St. Fobn’s
Word is, Perfes? in Love) Chrift’s Prieftly Of-
fice would be fuperfeded.” No: We fhould
ftill need his Spirit (and confequently his In-
terceffion) tor the Continuance of that Love
from Moment to Moment. Befide, we thould
till be encompaft with Infirmities, and hable
to Miftakes, from which Words or Actions
might follow, even though the Heart was all
Love, which were not exactly right. There-
fore in all thefe Refpects, we thould ftill have
Need of Chriff’s Prieftly Office: And there-
fore as long as he remains in the Body, the
greateft Saint may fay,

Every Moment, Lorp, I need
The Merit of thy Death.
The Text cited from Exodus afferts nothing
lefs than, That Inmguszy ¢ cleaves to all ur /yo{/
Things till Death.”

P 48. ¢¢ Sin remains, That the Rxghte-
oufnefs of Faith may have its due Honour.”
And will the Righteoufnefs of Faith have its
due Honour no longer than Sin remains in us ?
‘Then 1t muft remain, not only on Earth and
in Paradife, but in Heaven alfo—*¢ And the
Sanctification of the Spirit its proper Efteem.”
Would it not have more Efteem, if it were a
perfect Work ?

Tbid,
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Ibid. ¢ It (Sin) will make us lowly in cur
own Eyes.” What, will Pride make us low-
ly? Surely the utter Deftruction of Pride,
would do this more effectually. < It will
make us compaflionate.” Would not an en-
tire Renewal in the Image of Gop make us
much more fo? ¢ It will teach us to admire
the Riches of Grace.” Yea, but a fuller Ex-
perience of it, by a thorough Sanctification of
Spirit, Soul and Body, will make us admire it
more. ¢ It will reconcile us to Death.”
Indeed it wiil not: Nor will any Thing deo
this, like perfect Love.

P. 49. ¢ It will endear the Blood and In-
terceflion of Chriff.”>  Nay, thefe can never be
fo dear to any, a'to thofe who experience
their full Virtue, who are filled with the Fulnefs
of Gop. Nor can any  feel their continual
Need” of Chrift, or, ¢ rely on Him” in the
Manner which thefe do. |

DiavLocuk 14. P. 57. ¢ Tue Claims of
the Law are all anfwered.” If {fo, Count
Zinzendorf is abfolutely in the right: Neither
Gop nor Man can claim my Obedience to it,
Is not this Antinomianiim without a Mafk ?

P. 59. ¢ Your Sins are expiated thro’ the
Death of Chrift, and a Rightcoufnefs given you,
by which you have free Accefs to Gop.” This
1s not Scriptural Language. I would fimply
fay, By bim we bave Accefs to the Father.

THEeRE are many other Expreffions in this
Dialogue, to which I have the fame Objection,
namely, 1. That they are Unfcriptural, 2
That they directly lead to Antinomiani{m.

THE
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Tue Firft Letter contains fome very ufeful
Heads of Self-Examination. In the Second,

P. g1. I reaD, ¢ There is a Righteoufnefs
which {upplies all that the Creature needs.
To prove this momentous Point, is the Defign
of the following Sheets.”

1 uave feen fuch terrible Effects, of this
unfcriprural Way of Speaking, even on thofe
who had ouce clear efcaped from the Poliutions of
the Werld, that 1 cannot but earneftly wifh,
you would ipeak no otherwife than do the
Oracles of Gop. Certainly this Moede of Ex-
preffion is not momentous. 1t is always dangerous,
often fatal.

Lerrer I1I. P. g3. ¢ Where Sin abounded,
Grace did much more abound : That as Sin had
reign’d unto Death, fo might Grace—the free
Love of Gop—reign thro’ Righteoufuefs, thro’
our Juftification and Sanctification, wunto eternal
Life, Rom. v. 20, 21. This i1s the plain na.
tural Meaning of the Words. It does not ap-
pear, that one Word is {poken here about 7 -
puted Righteoufnefs : Neither in the Pafiages ci-
ted in the next Page, from the Common- Prayer
and the Article. In the Homily likewife that
Phrafe 1 not found at all, and the main Strels
1s laid on CLrift’s fhedding bis Blood. Nor is the
Pbrafe (concerning the Thing, there is no Quel-
tton) found in any Part of the Homilies.

P. ror. * Ir the IFathers are not explicit
with Regard to the Imputation of #fi7ve Righ-
teoulnets, they abound in Paffages which
evince the Subfiitution ot Chrift in our Stead :
Paflages which difclaim all Dependence on any

Duties



XXvii

Duties of our own, and fix our Hopes wholly
on the Merits of our Saviour. When this is
the Cafe, I am very little {ollicitous about any
particular Forms of Expreffion.”” O lay afide
then thofe queftionable, dangerous Forms, and
keep clofely to the Scriptural.

LerTer IV. P. 105. ¢ The Authority of
our Church and of thofe eminent Divines,”
does not touch thofe particular Forms of Ex-
preffion : Neither do any of the Texts which
you afterward cite.  As to the Doftine we are
agreed.

Ibid. << Tue Righteoufnes of Gop fignifies,
the Righteoufnefs which God-Man wrought
out.” No. It fignifies Gop’s Method of
juftifying Sinners. ;

P. 107. *¢ Tue Victims figured the Expia-
tion by Chrif’s Death, the cloathing with
Skins, the Imputation of his Righteoufnefs.”
That does not appear. Did not the One rather
figure our Juftification, the other, our Sanéti-
fication ?

P. 109. ALmosT every Text quoted in this
and the following Letter, in fupport of that
particular Form of Expreffion, is diftorted above
Meafure from the plain, obvious Meaning,
which is pointed out by the Context. [ fhall
Inftance in a few, and jult fet down their true
Meaning, without any farther Remarks.

To fhew unto Man his Uprightunefs. To con-
vince him of Gop’s Juftice, in {o punithing him.

P. 1v1o. He /fball rveceive the Bleffing—Par-
don—from the Lorp and Righteoufine/s—Holi-
nels—from the Gop of bis Salvation,—the Gop

5 who
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who faveth him both from the Guilt and from
the Power of Sin.

P. 111. 1 wiry make Mention of thy Righ-
teoufnefs only.—Of thy Mercy. So the Word
frequently means in the Old Teftament. So
it unqueftionably means in that Text, [z (or
by) tby Righteoufnefs fball they be exalted.

P. 112. Sion _jball be redeemed with Fudg-
ment—atter {evere Punithment—and her Con-
wveris with Righteoufnefs—with the tender Mer-
cy of Gop, following that Punifhment.

P.113. In (or thro’) the Lorp I have
Righteoufnefs and Stremgth, Juftification and
San&ification. He bath clothed me with the
Garments of Salvation,—{aved me from the
Guilt and Power of Sin: Both of which are
again exprelt by, He bath covered me with the
Robe of Rightconfnefs.

2. 114 My Righteoufne[s—my Mercy—
Soall not be abolifbed.

P. 116. To make Reconciliation for Iniguity—
to atone for all our Sins—and to bring in ever-
lafling Righteoufnefs, {potlefs Holinels into our
Souls. And this Righteoufnefs is not Human,
but Divine. 1t is the Gift and the Work of
Gop.

P. 117. Tur Lorp our Righteoufnef/s—
The Author both of our Juftification and
Sanétification.

X.x2y. £ WaaT Righteoulnefs fhall giv
‘us Peace at the laft Day Inherent or lm~
puted ?” Both. Chrifr died for us and lives
in us, That we may have Boldnefs in the Day of
Fudgment,

LETTER
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Letter V. P. 131. That bave obtain’d like

precious Faith thro’ the Rzaﬁfeouffszsmthe Mer-

cy—of our LorD. Seek ye the Kingdom of Gop

and bis Righteoufne/s — the Holinefs' which
fprings from Gop reigning in you.

P. 132. THEREIN 15 revealed the Righteouf-
nefs of Gop—Gop’s Method of juftifying
Sinners.

P. 135. ¢ WE ¢ffablifh the Law, as we ex-
pect no Salvation without a perfect Confor-
mity to it—namely, by Chr/£.”” ls not this
a mere Quibble ? And a Quibble, which after
all the labour’d Evafions of /#74/ius and a thou-
fand more, does totally make void the Law?
But not {o does St. Pau/ teach. According
to him, without Holinefs, perfonal Holinefs, no
Man fhall fee the Lorp. None whois not
bimfelf conform’d to the Law of Gop here,
Jhall fee the Lorp in Glory.

THis is the grand, palpable Objettion ta
that whole Scheme. It diretly makes void the
Law. It makes Thoufands content to live
and die Tranfgreffers of the Law, becaufe Chrif
fulfilled it for them. Therefore, tho” I believe,
He hath /ived and died for me, yet I would
fpeak very tenderly and fparingly of the for-
mer, (and mever, {eparately from the latter)
even as fparingly as do the Scriptures, for Fear
of this dreadful Confequence.

P. 138. «“ Tue Gift of Rzghewf/zrﬁ muft
fignify a Righteoufnefs not their own.” Yes,
it fignifies the Righteoufnefs or Holme!s,
which Gop gives to  and works in them.

P13,
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P. 139. ¢ THE Obedience of one is Chriff’s
attual Performance of the whole Law.” So
here his Paffion is fairly left out! Whereas
his becoming obedient unto Death, that is, dying
for Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not
the whole which is meant by that Expreffion.

Ioid. <« Tuat the Righteoufne[s of the Law
might be fulfilled in us—That is, By our Re-
prefentative in our Nature.” Amazing! But
this, you fay, ¢¢agrees with the Tenor of the
Apoftie’s A“mlmcr For he is demonftrating
we cannot be Ju{lmpd by our own Conformlty
to the Law.” No: Not here. He 1s not
fpeaking here of the Caufe of our Juftifica-
tion, but the Fruits of it. Therefore that
unnatural Senfe of his Words does not at all,
¢« agree with the Tenor of his Arguing.”

P. 140. © 1 ToraLLy deny the Criticiim
on Jdixasorvvn and dixaiwua, and cannot conceive
on what Authority it is founded. O how
deep an Averfion to Inward Holinels does this
Scheme naturally create ?

P. 142. ¢ Tue Righteoufnefs they attained
could not be any Perfonal Righteoufnefs.”
Certainly it was. It was zmplanted as well as
imputed.

P. 145. ¢ For Iufiruttion in Righteoufnefs,
in the Righteoufnefs of Chriff.” 'Was there
ever fuch a Comment before ? The plain
Meaning is, For training wp in Holine[s of
Heart and of Life.

P. 146. He fball convince the IVorld of Righ-
troz{ﬂzc/:—-—T hat T am not a Sinner, but inno-
cent and holy.

P. 148.
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P. 148. <« TuaT we might be made the
Righteoufnefs of Gop in Him. Not intrinfical-
ly, but imputatively.” Both the one and the
other. Gob thro’ Him, firlk accounts and then
makes as righteous.  Accordingly

P. 152. TuEe Rightcoufnefs which is of Gop
by Faith, is both imputed and inberent.

P. 153. ¢ My Faith fixes on both the me-
ritorions Life and atoming Death of Chriff.”
Here we clearly agree. Hold then to this,
and never talk of the former without the lat-
ter. If you do, you cannot fay, *¢ Here we
are expofed to no Hazard.” Yes, you are to
an exceeding great one : Even the Hazard of
living and dying without Holinefs. And then
we are loft for ever, “

Tue Sixth Letter contains an admirable Ac-
count of the Earth and its Atmofphere, and
comprizes Abundance of Senfe in a narrow
Compafs, and expreft in beautiful Language.

P. 177. Gems have ¢¢ a Seat on the virtu-
ous fair one’s Breaft.” I can’t reconcile this
with St. Pawl. He fays, Not with Pearls:
By a Parity of Reafon, Not with Diamonds.
But in all Things I perceive, you are too fa-
vourable, both to the Defire of the Flefh and the
Defire of the Fye. You are a gentle Cafuilt as
to every Seclf-indulgence which a plentiful

Ty

t'ortune can furnifh.

P. 182. ¢ Qur Saviour’s Obedience”—O
fay, with the good, old Puritans, our Saviour’s
Dzarh or Merits. We {warm with Antinomi-
ans on every Side.  'Why are you at fuch Pains
to increale their Number ?

P. 194,
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P. 194. My Mouth fball foew forth thy Righ-
teoufnefs and thy Salvation.—Thy Mercy which
brings my Salvation.

Tue Eighth Letter is an excellent Defcrip-
tion of the Supreme Greatnefs of Chriff. 1
do not obferve One Sentence in it, which I
cannot chearfully fubfcribe to.

Tue Ninth Letter, containing a Defcription
of the Sea, with various Inferences deduced
therefrom, 1s hkewile a Mafter- Piece, for
Juftnefs of Sentiment, as well as Beauty of
Language. But I doubt whether, ¢ mere
Shrimps,” P. 241, be not too low an Expref-
fion: And whether you might not as well,
have faid nothing of ¢ Cod, the ftanding Re-
« paft of Lenst:” Or concerning ¢ the ex-
quifite Relifh of. Twurdot, or the Delicioufnefs
of Sturgeon.” Are not fuch Obfervations be-
neath the Dignity of a Minifter of Chriff? 1
have the fame Doubt, concerning what is faid
(P. 264.) of ¢ delicately flavour’d Zea, finely-
fcented Cyffee y the firiendly Bow!, the Pyramid
of ltalian Figs, and the Paffacia-Nut of Alep-
po.” Belide that the mentioning thefe in fuch
a Manner is a ftrong Encouragement of Lux-
ury and Senfuality.: And does the World
need this ? The Englifh in particular ? Si
non infaniunt falis fud [ponte, inftiga.

LerTER 10. P. 271. ¢ Thofe Treafures
which fpring from the Imputation of Chriff’s
Righteoufnefs.”> Not a Word of his atoning
Blood 2 Why do {fo many Men love to fpeak
of his Righteoufnefs, rather than his Atone-
ment ? I fear, becaufe it affords a fairer Ex-

cufe.
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cufe for their own Unrighteoufnefs. To cut
off this, is it not better, to mention both to-
gether ? At leaft never to name the former
without the latter ¢

P. 285, ¢ Farru is, a Perfuafion that
Chrift has thed his Blood for me, and fulfill’d
all Righteoufnefs 7z my Stead.” 1 can by no
Means fubfcribe to this Definition. There
are Hundreds, yea Thoufands of true Believ-
ers, who never once thought, one Way or the
other, of Chriff’s fulfilling all Righteoufnels
in their Stead. 1 perfonally know many who
to this very Hour have no Idea of it ; and yet
have each of them a Divine Evidence and Con-
viction, Chbrift loved me, and gave Himfelf for
me. ‘This i1s St. Paul’s Account of Faith :
And it is {ufficient. He that zbus believes is
juttified.

P. 287. ¢« It is a fure Means of purifying
the Heart, and never fails to work by Love.”
It furely purifies the Heart—if we abide in it
but not if we draw back to Perdition. It
never fails to work by Love, while it conti-
nues ; but if itfelf fail, farewel both Love
and Good Works.

““ Farru is the Hand which receives all
that is laid up in Chri2.” Confequently, if
we make Shipwreck of the Feith, how much fo
ever is laid up in Chrift, from that Hour we
receive nothing.

LerTer 11. P, 288. " Fa1TH In the im-
puted Righteoufuefs of C/J/zﬂ is a fundamental
Principle in the Gofpel.” If fo, what be-
comes of all thofe who thick nothing abcut

@ f/;?zplu“c’.;f
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imputed Righteoufnefs 2 How m?:.y who are
full of Faith and Love, if this be true, muft
perith everlaftingly ?

P. 297. ¢ Tuy Hands muft urge the Way
of the deadly Weapon, thro’ the fhivering
Flefh, till it be plunged in the throbbing
Heart.” Are not thefe Defcriptions far too
ftrong ? May they not occafion unprofitable
Reafonings in many Readers ?

Ne puerum coram popule Medea trucidet.

P. 248. ¢« How can he juflify it to the
World ?” Not at all. Can this then jufify
bis Faith to the World ? |

P. 304. ¢ You take the certain Way to
obtain Comfort, the Righteoulnels of Fefus
Chrit.”” What, without the Atonement?
Strange Fondnefs for an unfcriptural, dange-
rous Mode of Expreffion !

P. 306. ¢ So the Merits of Chrif} are de-
rived to all the Faithful.” Rather the Fruits
of the Spirit : Which are likewife plainly ty-
pified by the Oil in Zechariab’s Vifion.

P. 310. * Has the Law any Demand?
It muft go to Him for Satisfaction.” Sup-
pole, ¢ Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour as
thyfeif.” Then 7 am not obliged to love my
Neighbour. Chri# has fatisfied the Demand
of the Law for me. Is not this the very
Quintefience of Antinomiani{m °?

P. 311. ¢« Taz Righteoufnels wrought
out by Fefus Chrift, is wrought out for all bis
People, to be the Caufe of toeir Jultification,
and the Purchafe of their Salvation. ™ The
Rightecufuefs is the Caufe, the Purchafe.” So

- ' the
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the Death.of Chrift is not {o much as named !
«« For all his People.” But what becomes
of all other People 2 They muft inevitably perith
for ever. The Die was caft, or ever they
were in Being. The Docétrine to pafs them
by, has

Confign’d their unborn Souls to Hell, |
And damn’d them from their Mothers Womb!

I could {foonmer be a Turk, a Deift, yea an
Atheift, than I could' believe this. It is lefs
abfurd to deny the very Being of Gop, than
to make Him an Almighty Tyrant,

P. 318. * Tur whole World and all its
Seafons, are rich with our Creator’s Goodnefs.
His tender Mercies are over all his Works.”
Are they over the Bulk of Mankind ? Where
is his Goodnefs to the Non-Ele¢t ? How are
his tender Mercies over Them ? ¢ His Tem-
poral Bleflings are given zo them.” But are
they to them Bleflings at all 7 Are they not
all Curfes ? Does not Gop #kwow they are?
That they will only increafe their Damnation ?
Does not He degfign they fhould? And this
you call Goodnefs ! ‘This is tender Merey !

P. 321. ¢ May we not difcern pregnant
Proofs of Goodnefs, in each individual Ob-
ject 2 No 3 on your Scheme not a Spark of
it in this World or the next to the far greater
Part of the Work of his own Hands !

P. 334. “ Is Gop a generous Benefactor
to the meaneft Animals, to the loweft Reptiles ?
And will He deny my Friend whatis neceflary
to his prefent Comfort, and his Final Accep-

tance ?” Yea, will He deny it to any Soul
b 2 that
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that he has made ? Would yoz deny it to any,
if it were in your Power ?
But if you /ov’d whom Gop abhorr’d
The Servant were above his Lorbp.

P. 337. TuEe Wedding-Garment here means
Holinefs.

P. 340. ¢ Tuis is his tender Complaint,
They will not come unto Me!” Nay, that is
not the Cafe ; they cannot. He Himfelf has
decreed, not to give them that Grace without
which their Coming is impofiible !

¢ Tue Grand End which Gop propofes
in all his favourable Difpenfations to fallen
Man, is to demonftrate the Sovereignty of
his Grace.” Not fo: To impart Happinefs
to his Creatures, is his Grand End herein.
¢ Barely to demonftrate his Sovereignty,” is
a Principle of Action fit for the great Turk,
not the moft High Gobp.

P. 341. ¢ Gop hath Pleafure in the Prof-
perity of his Servants. He is a boundlefs
Ocean of Good.” Nay, that Ocean is far
from boundlefs, if it wholly paffes by Nine-
tenths of Mankind.

P. 342. ¢ You cannot {fuppofe Gop would
enter into a irefh Covenant with a Rebel.” 1
both fuppofe and know Hedid. ¢¢ Gop made
the New Covenant with Chri#, and charged
Him with the Performance of the Conditions.”
I deny both thefe Afiertions, which are the
Central Point wherein Calvinifm and Antino-
mianifm meet. ¢ I bhave made a Covenant with
my Chofen.”—Namely, with David my Servant.
So Gop Himfelf explains it.

P.' 3684
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P. 362. ¢ He will wath you in the Blood
which atones and inveft you with the Righte-
oufnefs which juftifies.” Why fhould you
thus continually put afunder, what Gop has
joined ?

P. 440. ¢ Gop Himfelf at the laft Day
pronounces them righteous, - becaufe they are
interefted in the Obedience of the Redeemer.”
Rather, becaufe they are wafthed in his Blood,
and renewed by his Spirit.

Upron the whole, Icannotbut wifh, that the
Plan of thefe Dialogues had been executed in a
different Manner. Moft of the grand Truths
of Chriftianity are herein both explained and
proved with great Strength and Clearnefs.
Why was any Thing intermixt, which could
prevent any {erious Chriftian’s recommending
them to all Mankind? Any Thing which muft
necefiarily render them exceptionable, to fo
many Thoufands of the Children of Gop ? In
practical Writings [ ftudioufly abftain from the
very Shadow of Controverfy. Nay, even in
Controverfial, I do not knowingly write one
Line, to which any but my Opponent would
object. For Opinions thall I deftroy the Work
of Gop ? Then am I a Bigot indeed. Much
more, if I would not drop any Mode of Expre/-
JSion, rather than offend either Jew or Gentile,
or the Church of Gop, I am,

. With great Sincerity,
~ Dear Sir,
Your affectionate Brothey and Servant,

b 3 1 have
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I have 'but one Thing more to add, which is,
concerming  the Sealonablenels of the following
DPublication. It may, perbaps, be thought a
needlefs Revival of a Difpute, whick bappened
long ago, and which 1s now probably forgotten.
In anfwer to which, I can affure the Reader,
that the above is printed from an Edition of the
Prefervative, now on Sale at the Foundery. The
Seafonablenels of his Publication, is thercfore
apparent 5 for though my Brother died December
25, 1758, the Coniroverfy did by no Means die
with bim, but fill fubfifis in the daily Publication
and Sale of the Prefervative, which alfo comes
with a [pecial * Recommendation from Mr. Wel-
ley, into the Hands of all bis Preachers, to be
by them firft << carefully read, then to be re-
¢ commended and explained to the {everal So-
<< cities where they labour.” 8o that the Con-
troverfy is, in the mofl effeciual Manner, daily and
bourly kept alive by Mr. Welley bimfelf. This
proves very [ufficiently the Seafonablenefs, and, as
Things bave bappened, the Expediency, of the
prefent Appearance of the following Letters in Pub-
lick. How pertinent an Anfwer they contain to
Mr. Welley’s Objeltions, is now to be left 10 the
Confideration of the candid Reader. '

\
Miles’s-Lane,

December 5, 1764 W. HervEy.

* See the laft Paragraph of a Trad, intitled, Reafons

againft a Separation from the Church of England. Printed
alloin the Preferwative, p. 237.



TO THE
Reverend Myr. Joun WESLEY.
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% Received the Letter you mention, con-
&% taining Remarks on the Dialogues be-
YN@ tween Theron and Afpafio. As after a

to alter my Sentiments, I laid afide your Epiftle
without returning an Anfwer, in hopes that my Si-
lence (which it feems you miftook for Obftinacy)
would moft emphatically fpeak my Advice; which,
had it been exprefled more plainly, would have been

delivered in the Apoftle’s Words, That ye fludy, ot
make it your Ambition, to be quiet *.

B Smce

* 1 Thefl. iv. 11. ®norpeicdas, a beautiful Word, rich
with Meaning, and not adequately tranflated by mate

it your Ambition, fill more indequately by our commes
Verficn,
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Since you have, by printing thefe Remarks, fum-
moned me, though reluctant, to the Bar of the Pub-
lic, it fhould feem, that I ought not to difcredit the
Truth once delivered to the Saints, by a timid Silencej;
and I am the more willing to anfwer for myfelf, as
I have now the Privilege of an unprejudiced Judge,
and an impartial Jury.—If my Defence thould be loft
on my Opponent, it may poflibly make fome ufeful
Impreflions on the Court, and candid Audience,
However, I will not abfolutely defpair of convincing
Mr. Wefley himfelf, becaufe it is written, Give
Admonition to a wife Man, and he will yet be wifer*,
On fome very momentous and interefting Points, I
may probably be a little more copious than the ftrict
Laws of Argument demand, in order to exhibit
fome of the great Truths of the Gofpel, in fo clear a
Light, that be may run who readeth them 5 in {o amia-
ble and inviting a Light, that the Believer may rejoice
in them, and the Sinner may long for them. For
fuch Digreffions, I promife myfelf an eafy Pardon,

both from yourfelf and the Reader.
Thus you open the Debate: ¢ In the fecond

¢¢ Dialogue, is not the Defcription often too laboured,
“ the Language too ftiff and affe@ed #” I muft con-
fefs, Sir, this Animadverfion feems to be as juft, as the
Praife which you have here, and elfewhere beftowed,
appears to be lavith: The former, if not more pleafing,
may be no lefs ferviceable than the latter ; for Both
I acknowledge myfelf your Debtor, and if ever I at-
tempt any Thing more in the Capacity of an Author,

I will

* Prov. ix. 9. The original Phrafe is only {N give,
which may fignify, give Admonition, as well as (what our
Verfon has fuppofed) Znffruction.
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I will be fure to keep my Eye fixed on the Caution
you have given.

I am forry that the next Words bring on a Com-
plaint, fo clofe to my Acknowledgment. ¢¢ You cite
¢ the Pages according to the Dublin Edition, having
¢ wrote the rough Draught of what follows in
¢ Ireland.” But fhould you not, in Complaifance to
your Readers on this Side the Water, have referred
to the Pages of the Engli/b Edition? For want of
fuch Reference, there is hardly Diftin&ion enough,
in fome Places, to know which are your Words, and
which are Afpafio’s.—Should you not alfo, in Juftice
to the Author, before you tranfcribed the rough
Draught for the Prefs, have confulted the /a/? Edi-
tion of his Work ? Which you well knew was not
the Copy, from which the Zr/b Impreflion was taken,
yet might reafonably fuppofe to be the leaft inac-
curate.

When I read your next Paragraph, I am ftruck
with Reverence, I am afthamed and almoft aftonifh-
ed, at the littlenefs of the preceding Obferva-
tions : Stiffnefs of Style, and a Thoufand fuch
Trifles, what are they all compared with Fufifi-
cation before the infinite and immortal GOD ? This
is a Subject that commands our moft awful Regard,
a Blefling that fhould engage our whole Attention.
As this is the grand Article to come under our Con-
fideration, I would defire to maintain an inceflant
Dependence on the Divine SPIRIT, that my
Thoughts may be influenced, and my Pen guided by
the Wifdom which cometh from above ; that I may
neither pervert the Truth, by any erroneous Repre-
{entations, nor dithonour it by an unchriftian Tem-

per. It would be eafy to make ufe of bitter Satire,
B2 and
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and difdainful [rony, the contemptuous Sneer, or the
indignant Frown.—And indeed, Sir, you have laid
yourf{elf open to every Attack of this Kind ; but thefe
are not the Weaponsof a Chriftian’s Warfare,

— —  Nan Defenforibus ifiis,

we are to give a Reafon of the Hope that is in us,
with Meeknefs and Fear ; Meeknefs, with regard to
thofe who interrogate or oppofe us; fear, with re-
gard to H1M, whofe Caufe we plead, and whofe Eye
is ever upon us. ¢ Is Juftification, you fay, more or
¢ lefs, than G O D’s pardoning and accepting a
¢ Sinner, through the Merits of CHRIST ?” [
fomewhat wonder, Sir, that you fhould afk this
Queftion, when it is profefledly anfwered by A/pa/i,
who has prefented you with a very circumftantial
Definition of Juftification, explaining it, eftablithing
i®, and obviating feveral Objections advanced againft
it. If you would animadvert with Spirit and Force,
or indeed to any confiderable Purpofe, fhould you
not lay open the Impropriety of this Definition,
thewing from Reafon and Scripture, that it is neither

accurate nor orthodox ? |
At Pages 49, 50, the Reader may fee 4/pafio’s Ac-
count of Juftification, and find the Words Imputa-
tion and Righteoufnels of CHRIST, particularly
explained. The latter denoting, ¢ all the various
<¢ Inftances of his active and paflive Obedience ;” ac-
cordingly it is affirmed (Page 51) ¢¢ The Punifth-
¢ ment we deferved, he endures, the Obedience
¢ which we owed, he fulfils.”—What Afpafio here
profefles to underftand by the Righteoufnefs of
CHRIST, the Reader is particularly requefted to
bear in his Memory, that he be not mifled by
7 R Mr.
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Mr. Wefley, who often forgets it, 2nd complains
when the Rigbteoninefs of CHR IST is mentioned,
that his penal Sufferings are quits omitted. I would
not wifh, Sir, to have a plziner Proof, that you do not
difcard the 2itive, than Afpafis bas bereby given,
that he never exclude:s the paffive.

By your Queftion, you bint 2 Diflike, yctvub—
out informing us what it 15, or wherein Afpefic’s Ii-
luftrations and Proofs zre dehcient. You propofe,
and owly propofe, another Definition.- Well then,
o differ from you 2s little 2s pofible, 2y, to agree
with you, 2s far 2s Truth will permit, fince you are
fo loth 10 admit of our Reprefentation, we will ac-
cede to yours; cipecially if it be fom=what explained,
and 2 hule amproved. - For indeed the Words, in
their prefent Form, are sather 100 vague to conflitute
any Dehmition. Pardonms and acceptng may hap-
pen to be only dwerfified Exprefhons of the fame
ldea. The MMersts of CHRIST will centainly
comport, either with Popib, or Secmas Notions
Jr abounds in Writers of the former Sort, and
it is to be found.in the larter. Tberciore, w0 be
more exphot—By pardomer, 1 mezn GOD’s ac-
quitting 2 Simner from Gult of every Kind, 2ad of

every Degree. By acepring, 1 mean $6ll more,
GOD'sxccétlnghim ints full Favour, confider-
inz and treating hm 2s nighteous, yea pcrﬁc&iy
CHRIST' Ivoddzimsbefuppufcdtoﬁﬂy
and all that be fufered, for the Salvation of Man-
ﬁd'.winn:hk,hﬂdiaumi-u
the

2 ‘Ihhjcaxlsy- cermily an

ambiguons
thzt,a&'nuAmby-eHmm bot a= 5t
3 ocoers
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the Divine Prefence, and ftands before the Divine
MAJESTY — Not like David's Ambafladors,
ftealing themfelves into Fericho; fafe indeed, but
with the Marks of Ammoniti/b Infults on their Perfons:
He rather enters like that illuftrious Exile, Fofeph,
into the Prefence of Pharash, when his Prifon Gar-
ments were taken from him, and he was arrayed in
Veftures of fine Linen, meet for the Shoulders of
thofe, who appear before Kings. With this Expli-
cation I am content that your Definition take place
of mine ¥, 1 would farther obferve, that you have
dropt the Word smputed, which inclines me to fuf-
pe&t, you would cathier the Thing. But let me afk,
Sir, How can we be juftified by the Merits of
CHR IS8T, unlefs they are imputed to us? Would
the Payment made by a Surety, procure a Difcharge
for the Debtor, unlefs it was placed to his Ac-
count ? It is certain, the Sacrifices of old could not
make an Atonement, unlefs they were imputed to
each Offerer refpedtively. This was an Ordinance

fettled

occurs in Mr. Wefley’s Letter, and in many valuable
Writers, I have, led by their Example, ufed it in the
following Debate, ftill underftandingit, and ftill ufing it,
in the Senfe explained abpve.

* To gratify Mr. We/ley, 1 have admitted his Phrafe,
““ The Merits of CHR1ST,” though as it is a Phrafe of
dubious Import, and whatalmoft any Sect or Herefy will
{ubfcribe, I fhould much fooner choole to abide by 4/pafio’s
Language. And why fhould we not all fpeak with the
Scriptures ? Why fhould we not ufe the Expreflions of
‘the Apottle? He fays, juftified by the Blood of CHRIST
he fays, made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIST s
‘when therefore we fay, Sinners are pardoned and ac-
«cepted through the Blood, and through the Obedience of
CHR IST, we have a Warrant for our i 'o&rine, which is
indifputable, and a2 Precedent for our Language, which
is unexceptionable. '
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fettled by JEHO V AH himfelf *. And were not
the Sacrifices, was not their Imputation typical of
CHR ST, and Things pertaining to CHRIST ?
The former prefiguring his all {ufficient Expiation,
the latter fhadowing forth the Way whereby we are
Partakers of its Efficacy. The Righteoufnefs (not
the Righteoufnefs and Obedience, Afpafis fpeaks
otherwife) which CH R IS T performed is reckoned
by GO D as our own. This you call an ambiguous
Expreflion, but, if confidered in Conjun&ion with
the foregoing and following Enlargements, I thould
think can hardly deferve the Charge. Afpafio all
along labours to be underftood. In this Place he
more fully opens his Meaning by giving another
View of the Nature, and by fpecifying the Effe&s
of Imputation. "The Nature,—it being the fame as
placing to our Account fomething not our own +.
The Effects,—CHRIST’s Righteoufnefs, thus
placed to our Account, being as effetual for obtain-
ing our Salvation, as if it was our own perfonal
Qualification §. To the latter you exprefsly agree,
to the former you make no Objection: To the
whole Doé&rine, thus explained, you elfewhere dee

clare your Afient.
B 4 If

* Lew. vii. 18. I any of the Flegfb of the Sacrifce of
bis Peace-Offerings, be eaten at all on the third Da), it
fball not be accepted, neither fhall it be imputed unto
bim that offereth it. It fhall not be accepted, Why ?
for this Reafon, becaufe it fhall not be imputed. A plain
Indication, that the latter is the Caufe of the former.
That without Imputation, whether it be of the tvpical
or real Sacrifice, the Blood of the Beaft, or the Death
of CHRIST, thereis no Acceptance.

4+ Theron and Afpafio, p. 50. 1 Ibid. p. 53.

5
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Ifin all this we may depend upon you, Sir, muft
we not feel an alarming Shock at your Adjuration in
the next Paragraph?

¢« For CHRIST’s Sake do not.” What? furely
nothing lefs can excite or juftify this vehement Ex-
clamation, but the Obtrufion of fome Doétrine,
that is moft glaringly falfe and abfolutely damna-
ble. Shall we have fuch a folemn Firing, fuch a
Thunder of Explofion, only to filence a particular
Phrafe? In another Perfon this would look like
profane Levxty ; in Mr. Wefley, the fofteft Appella-
tion we can give it, is idle Pomp—All this Clamour
merely aoram{’c Words ! Words too, the Explication
of which, and the Doflrine contained in them,
yourfelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a Word or a
Phrafe? Can it do either Good or Harm, but as
conveying right or wrong Sentiments? Will the
mere pronouncing or hearing of a Word (be it
Abracadabra, or Higgajon Selah, or Imputed) with-
out its Idea, poifon the Principles of Men, and in-
duce them to work all Uncleannefs with Greedinefs 2
As you have been firing without an Enemy (A/pafio
is owned for an Ally) fo you feem to be triumphing
without a Victory. Afpafis’s Charity for thofe who
are difgufted at the Expreffion, and have no-explicit
Knowledge of the Doctrine, is guarded by the Words
immediately following—¢ Yet live under the Belief
¢¢ of the Truth, and in the Exercife of the Duty,” as
well as by the annexed Defcription of the Perfons,
and their Temper; who are far enough from fancying,
that if they may but be pardoned for the Sake of
CHRIS T, they can obtain the Divine Favour, and
a Title to future Happinefs, by their own good Be-
haviour. Hence it will appear, that he has been too

cautious,
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cautious, to part with the very Thing for which he
is contending. And this is more abundantly evi-
dent, from the Clofe of his charitable Paragraph,
wherein, though he allows fuch People to be fafe ;
yet he laments their Embarrafs, and théir De-
ficiency in Light, Strength, and Confolation. ¢ The
¢ Phrafe is not f{criptural.” Suppofe it were nor,
this would afford but a flight Reafon, for fo paffi-
onate an Outcry: However, this is certain, St.
Paul ufes the Phrafe, GO D imputeth *, and that
Righteoufnefs might be imputed +. Now, is it- pol-
fible, that there fhould be Righteoufnefs imputed,
yet not an imputed Righteoufnefs ? To affert this
mutft argue either a wonderful fubtil Refinement, or
an_exceeding ftrong Prejudice. ¢ It is not ne-
¢ ceflary.”—Perhaps fo. But is it not neceffary
Mr. Wefley fhould either inform us, what Senfe
of the Phrafe it is, which he apprehends fo like-
ly to miflead Men, or cife, inftead of exclaiming
againft Afpafio, thould join all his Force with him,
in defending that Senfe which they both efpoufe?
¢ It has done immenfe Hurt.”—When we are made
fenfible of the immenfe, or irdeed of any real, hurt
done by the Phrafe, imputed; when we fee thofe
who diflike it, cordially warm for the Sentiment ex-
prefled in other Words, we will then confent to refign
it for its Equivalent, reckoned as our own,—placed to our
Account,—as effectual as if cur own perfonal Qualifica-
tion. Till then we muft guard the Cafket for the
Sake of the Jewel. We prefer the Word imputed,
becaufe it {ays more at once, than any other Term
we know, and becaufe we are aware of a common
Practice ufed in all Ages, by the Oppofers of found

Doétrine.

* Rom. iv. 6. + Rom, iv. 11.
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Do&rine. They pretend a Zeal only againft the
Phrafe, that by bringing t/s into Difufe, they may
caufe that to be forgotten. Shall we not then difpute
for imputed Righteoufnefs ! Yes, Sir, we muit dif-
pute, both for the Doétrine and for the Phrafe, fince
there are Perfons who openly ftrike at the one, and
we fear with a View to fupplant the other. Shall we
not difpute for imputed Righteoufnefs—thaugh the
Words are a grand Peculiarity of the Scriptures, and
the Thing the very CSpirit and Effence of the
Gofpel ? Not difpute for that which is better to us
Sinners than all Woerlds, better than our Hearts
could wifh, or our Thoughts concgive; which in
fhort is the beft, the nobleft, the completeft Gift,
that G O D himfelf can beftow !

When fuch a Gift, and fuch a Righteoufnefs is
the Subjet of Difputation, we muft not give Place,
no, not for an Hour ; we muft maintain its matchlefs
Excellency, fo long as we have any Breath, or any
Being. We muft fay in direct Oppofition to your
fervent but unadvifed Zeal, ¢« For CHRIST’s
¢ Sake,” let us contend earneftly for imputed Righ-
reoufnefs; becaufe it is the brighteft Jewel in His
mcdiatornal Crown. ¢¢ For the Sake of immortal
¢ Souls,” et us hold faft and hold forth this precious
Truth ; becaufe it yields the ftrongeft Confolation
to the guilty Confcience, and furnifhes the moft
endearing, as well as the moft prevailing Induce~
ment to univerfal Obedience.

¢¢ To afcribe Pardon to CHRIST s paffive, eternal
<< Life to his active Obedience, is fanciful rather than
¢ judicious.” The Remark is juft; not fo the Quota-
tion ; Afpafio is fomewhat disfigured by your Diftortion

of his Features; he limpsalittle, by your Diflocation of
a Limb.
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a Limb. There is in his Language, Guard enough to
check every Attempt, either to diflolve the Union, or
fever the Coagency, of the different Parts of our
LORD’s Righteoufnefs.

But let us give A/pafis a fair Hearing, thus he ex-
prefles himfelf, ¢« To divide them (the a&ive and
<¢ paffive Righteoufnefs) into detached Portions, inde-
¢ pendent on each other, feems to be fanciful rather
¢ than judicious.,” To divide into detached Porti-
ons, is more than to diftinguith between the one and
the other. The latter 4fpafio prallifes, the former
he difavows. ¢ Independent of each other”—do
thefe Words ftand for nothing ? Have they no Mean-
ing, that here you fhew them no Regard, and
never recollect them throughout your whole Epiftle?
Had you honoured them with any Degree of Notice,
feveral of your Objections muft have been pre-
cluded, and if the more candid Reader pleafes
to bear them in Memory, feveral of your Objeéti-
ons, will at the very firft View, fall to the Ground.
Befides, the Perfon who tells us, the Cafe feemns
to be fo, is not {o peremptory, as he who roundly
affirms it to be fo; the former is all that Afpafi
has advanced. Though I am willing that ycu
fhould corre&t his Style, yet I muft beg of you, Sir,
mot to make him quite fo pofitive ; let him have the
Satisfaltion of being modeft, even where he has the
Misfortune, in your Opinion at lealt, to be erro-
neous.

¢« CHRIS Ts univerfal Obedience from his Birth
¢¢ to his Death, is the one Foundation of my Hope,”
fays Afpafis. To which you aflent, and with a
laudable Vehemence, reply, ¢¢ Thhis is unqueftion-
*¢ ably right,” I wifh, Sir, you would ponder your

Words
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Words before you fpeak, at leaft before you print,
that there may be fomething fixed and certain, on
which we may depend, and by which yox will abide.
One would think, after this Acknowledgment, pro-
nounced with fuch an Air of Solemnity, you could
never fo far forget yourfelf, as to open your Mouth
againft the Obedience, the univerfal Obedience of
CHRIST, which furely muft include both what
he wrought, and what he [uffered. You confefs it
to be your Foundation,—the Foundation of your
Hope, the only Foundation of your Hope; can you
then, without the moft amazing Inconfitency, either
wifh to fecrete the Do&rine, or offer to difcounte-
nance the Expreflion ?

¢ There is no Manner of Need to make the Im-
¢ putation of CHRIST’s altive Righteoufnefs a
¢¢ feparate Head of Difcourfe,” —No Manner of
Need, even though you declare, that this active Righ-

- teoufnefs, together with the expiatory Death,

is the only Foundation of your Hope! Can you
think it polfible to treat of fuch a Topic too particu-
tarly, too diftin&ly, too minutely ?— A/pafio has thewn
the Need, or afligned the Reafon for this Method of
handling the Subject ; becaufe it fets the Fulnefs of
our L OR D’s Merit in the cleareft Light, and gives
the completeft Honour to GO D’s holy Law. Have
you alledged any Thing to difprove, or fo much as
to invalidate his Plea ? QOught not this to have been
done before your Afiertion can be valid, or even
decent ?

Befides, are there not Perfons in the World, who
fondly imagine, that if they can but have Pardon
through C HR 1§ T, they fhall by their own Doings
fecure eternal Life? When fuch Perfons are in

Danger



Tet. 1. Reverend Mr. WESLEY. 13

Danger of overlooking the adtive Obedience of the
REDEEMER, why fhould you not for their
Sakes allow us to make the Imputation of his Righte-
oufnefs ¢“ a feparate Head of Difcourfe 2’ That, fecing
the tranfcendent Perfetion of CHRIST’s Work,
they may ceale from confiding in their own *, left
it be faid to them another Day, [ wi// declare by
Righteoufnefs, and thy Warks, that for the grand Pus-
pofe of Juftification, they /hall nat profit thee +.

We muft therefore take leave to dwell upon the
a&ive Righteoufnefs of our L O R D ; we muft difplay
its Perfection, in Oppofition to all the vain Preten-
fions of human Qualifications, Endeavours, or At-
tainments ; we muit demonftrate that as the Heavens
are higher than the Earth, fo is this Divine Obedi-
ence hlgher than all the Works of the Children of
Men. Yea, fo tranfcendent in itfelf, and abfolutely
perfe&t, as to be incapable of any Augmentation. All
the good Deeds of all the Saints, could they be added
to it, would not increafe in any Degree its juftifying
Efficacy ; it is like all the other Works of GOD,
concerning which we are told, nothing can be added ts
them. This brings to my Remembrance a moft beauti-
ful, and fublime Reprefentation, which you muit have
read in the Evangelical Prophet, Every Valley fhall be
exalted, and every Mountain and Hill fhall be made
low, and the crooked fhall be made flraight, and the
rough Places plain, and the Glory of the LO R D [lgl!
be revealedy, and all Fle/b fhall fee it together. Here
Mountains are demolifhed, Valleys are elevated, and
the Earth is levelled into a fpacious Plain.on Purpofe
to accomplith what Mr. #%/y fuppofes unne-
ceflary ; on Purpofe to give the moft clear, full,
- . : : ftriking
® Heb. iv. 10. + Ifa, lvil, 12.
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ftriking View of the great REDEE MER, of his
wonderful Perfon, and glorious Work ; that he
alone may be diftinguithed and exalted ; may walk
majeftic and confpicuous through the Midft of Man-
kind, as being fingly and completely fufficient for the
Recovery of Sinners. That all Flefh, not Jews
only, but Gentiles alfo; not Men of Reputation only,
but the meaneft of Mortals, the moft infamous of
Wretches, may together fee his Glory, may on equal
Ground, without any Pre-eminence of one above
another, contemplate and partake of his precious
‘Death and perfe& Righteoufnefs, which are the one
Objelt of divine Complacency, and the fovereign
Glory of the LORD REDEEMER. According to
the Import of this magnificent Piece of Imagery, all
the Differences that {ubfit between one Man and
another are abolifhed ; nothing but CHRIST and
his complete Work are propofed, as the Caufe of
Juftification and the Ground of Hope. Faith beholds
nothing but the Divine ¥ £8U S ; it never enquires,
What have I done? What have I fuffered ! But
what has that moft illuftrious Perfonagedone, and what
fuffered ? What has JEHOVAH manifefted in
our Nature, wrought for the Benefit and Redemption
of Sinners ?—[aith is never weary of viewing or re-
viewing either the active or paflive Obedience
of IMMANUEL. Faith-will'declare, that nei=
tHer of thefe Points can be fet forth in too ftrong or
too recommending a Light. Faith is ever defiring
to fee more and more of the SAVIOUR’ Wor-
thinefs, that the Soul may rejoice in his Excellency,

and be filled with all his Fullnefs.
May you, Dear Sir, abound in this Faith, and
live under fuch Views of GO D our SAVIQUR;
then
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then I flatter myfelf you will be diffatisfied with your
prefent Opinion, and not be difgufted at the Freedom
of Speech, ufed by

Your’s, &%.

- REv. S1R,

Am particularly pleafed at my Entrance on this
A Epiftle, becaufe it prefents me with a View of
Mr. Wefley in very good Humour. Inftead of ree
buking, he commends. He puts off the Frown
of Cerfure, for the Smile of Approbation. 1 hope
to follow the amiable Example. To approve and
applaud, wherever Opportunity offers, and Truth
permits. And though I fhall be fometimes obliged
to oppofe or refute; yet, I thall do both with all
the Tendernefs and Lenity, which may confift with
a proper Vindication of the Truth.

¢ The third and fourth Dialogues contain an
¢ admirable !lluftration and Confirmation of the
¢ preat Do&trine of CHRI1ST’s Satisfalion.”—
This is generoufly acknowledged. Yet even here it
fo anhappily falls out, that Complaifance gets the
Start of Judgment. Did you advert, Sir, to the
State of the Controver(y, or fee the Confequence of
Afpafie’s Arguing, you muft either give up a favou-
rite Tenet, or elfe diflent from his Do&rine.

Apaf
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Afpafis. maintains, that CHRIST’s Sufferings

were Punithment ; real, proper Punifhment. Now
could CHRIST, an innocent Perfon, be punifhed,
without bearing Sin; the very Sin of others ? Could
C HRIST, a Divine Petfon, bear the Sin of others,
and not do it perfeétly away ! Or can they, whofe
Guilt was punithed in CHRIST, and whofe Sin is
perfectly done away by CHRIST, can they perith
eternally ! But I forbear. Yourfelf, and the judi-
cious Reader will ealily apprehend my Meaning, and
difcern the Point, to which thefe Queftions lead.
All the Benefit [ propofe by this Remark, is, to
convince Mr. /7%/ley, that he is not incapable
of 2 Miftake—That he has tripped a little, in what
he commends, and therefore may poflibly make a
falfe Step, in what he condemns.

Unlefs I may be allowed to propofe this addmonal
Advantaze, the rectifying. an Impropriety in fome
People’s Apprehenfions, concerning our LORD’s
vicarious Sufferings. It is ufual’,fo fay, ¢ Hebore
¢« the Punifhment, not the Guilt; the Penalty, not
«¢ the Fault.” Which feems to be a Diftin&ion,
more {crupulous than judicious. Anfwers no other
End, but that of derogating from our R E-
DEEMER’s Grace, and weakening the Founda-
tion of our Hopes.

The Guilt of Sin, I take to be what the Apoftle
calls, awpiz, the Tranfgreflion of the Law. From
hence arifes the Obligation to Punifhment. This
Guilt, our LORD /o truly bore, that he was no lefs
liable to the Arreft of Juftice, and the Infli¢tion of
Vengeance, than if he bimfclf had committed the
moft enormous Crimes.—F1e bare, fays the HOLY
GHOST, the Sin of many. But Punifhment can-

not
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not be reckoned the fame as Sin, any more than
Woages can be accounted the fame as Work. If
then our LOR D bore Sin itfelf, he muft bear every
Thing criminal, that is included in it; no Circum-
ftance of Demerit or Aggravation excepted.

He bore the Fault, therefore he makes us with-
out Fault in the Sight of GO D ; and will prefent
us faultlefs before the Throne, with exceeding Joy.—
He bore the Guilt—Theretore our L. O R D’s Suffer-
ings were real Punithment, juftly inflicted by the
fupreme JUD GE, and, on Principles of Juftice,
difcharge us from all Punithment whatever. He
bore the Filth,—therefore he felt, what thofe wretched
Souls endure, who die in their Iniquities ; his eter-
nal FATHER forfook him, and hid his Face
from him as from an abominable Object.

This renders our SAVIOUR’s Propitiation,
great, wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing
this, we have nothing to fear. Confcience is fatif-
fied, and the Accufer of the Brethren is filenced.
Nothing can be laid to our Charge by the righteous
Law, and nothing remains to awaken the Ind gna-
tion of the righteous JU D G E.-—Whereas, if this
was not done, we have Reafon to be terribly ap-
prehenfive. If CHRIS T bore not the Guilr, then
Sinners muft bear it in their own Perfons ; if he
took not away the Filth ; then it mult lie on Tranf-
greflors, and render them loathfome for ever. If the
Fault was not transferred to him, then it muil abide
upon us, and be our everlafting Ruin.

Neither does this Do&trine in any Degree detract
from our SAVIOUR’s Dignity. It rather gives
Him the Honour due unto His Name, ¥ ESUS.
As in the Scales of a Balance, thz Jower the one

. G defcends,
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defcends, the higher the other mounts, fo the deeper
our MEDIATOR’s Humiliation finks, to the
more exalted Height does His Glory rife. The
more horrible the Condition to which he fubmitted,
the more illuftrioufly His Goodnefs fhines, and the
more clearly the Perfection of His Work appears.

Satisfaltion was made to the Divine Law, fays
Afpafie. <€ I do not remember any fuch Expreflion
“¢ in Scripture,” replies Mr. Zefley.—But do you
not remember this Expreffion in the Epiftle to the:
Galatians, CHRIST was made under the Law * ?
Why was He made under the Law, but to fulfi}
its Precepts, and undergo its Penalty ! and is not
this a Satisfadlion to its Demands ?

The Truth is, the Divine Law was violated by
our Sins. It was abfolutely impoflible for us to
make any Reparation, therefore CHRIST in our
Nature and in our Stead {ubmitted to its Obligations,
that he might magnify its injured Authority, and
render it in the higheft Degree venerable : Might
make even its tremendous Sanctions and rigorous
Requirements, the very Bafis of Grace, Mercy, and
Peace.—Divinely noble Contrivance! Unfpeakably
precious Expedient! By this Means, Vengeance and
Forbearance have met together; Wrath and Love
have kifled each other, in the Redemption of Sin-
ners, The Law fays, I am fulfilled. Juftice fays,

1 am

® Gul. iv. 4. 'There is, I think, fomething uncouth
in this Expreflion, Made under the Law. Teopes®- tis
true very well comports with both the Clanfes, ex ywraun®«
{9 vmo yowov.  But in the Englifh Tranflation, the Partici-
ple might, not ungracefully, be varied, perhaps in fome
fuch Manner ; the Son of GO D «avas made of a Woman,
and became fubjed to the Law.
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I am fatisfied. While both concar to expedite and
afcertain the Salvation of a Believer.

“ This Way of fpeaking of the Law, as a Perfon
¢ injured, and to be fatisfied, feems hardly defenfi-
¢ ble.” Does not the Apoftle fpeak of the Law as’
a Perfon ¢ A Perfon that lveth *, to. whom fome are
married, and to whom others are dead 2 Afpafio will
always think himfelf, and his Manner of fpeaking
fufficiently defenfible, fo long as he has the Apoftoli-
cal Pra&iice for his Precedent.

Having fuch a Precedent he wants no other;
otherwife he might plead the Authority of Mr. Fobn
i efley 5 who in his Explanatory Notes on the New
Yeflament, fays—<¢ The Law is here fpoken of (by
¢ a common Figure) as a Perfon, to which as to
¢ an Hufband, Life and Death are afcribed +.” And
if the Law be an Hufband, may not an Hufband be
injured 2 May not an injured Hufband infit upon
being fatisfied ?

¢ All the Benefits of the new Covenant are the
¢¢ Purchafe of C HR 187’s Blood,” this is Afpafie’s
Belief. To this you aflent, <€ Surely they are.”—
With Pleafure I fhould receive your Suffrage, was 1
not afraid that this is your Meaning ; they are /o the
Purchafe of His Blood, as not to have any Depen-
dence on, or any Conneétion with, his moft perfec®
Obedience. I was alarmed by the Clofe of your lait
Paragraph, and my Sufpicions are increafed by the
following negative Interrogation; ¢ after this has

Cia % been

* Rom. vit. 1, 4. -'The Word ¢&n at the End of the
firt Verfe is {poken of the Law, not of the Man, as
Mr. Wefley and others have very juftly obferved: If
fliould therefore be tranflated not He, but /2.

+ See Explan. Notes; Rom: vil. 1.
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¢« been fully proved, where is the Need, where is
¢« the Ule of contending fo ftrenuoufly, for the Im-~
<« putation of His Righteoufnefs?”

Afpafio has informed you, Sir, in the fecond Dia-
logue. He has there fhewn-the Advantage of un-
folding, circumftantially and copioudly, this momen-
tous T'ruth,—To give you fasther Satisfattiong he.
has quoted the Words of an eminent Divine, of
which the following are a Part,—¢ Whoever rejeéts
¢ the Do&rine of the Imputation- of our SA V §-
“ QUR’s Righteoufnefs to Man, does, by fo do-
““ ing, reje&t the Imputation of Man’s Sin to our
«« SAVIOUR, and all the Confequences of it.”’—
If you are not fatisfied with Mr. Staynee’s Reafons,
wou are remitted to St. Paul. In Rom, v. (a Chapter
of diftinguithed Dignity and Importance) he teaches
Mankind that CHR ST disd for the Ungodly ;
that we are juftified through His Blod, are faved
srom Wrath by His Death.  After all this had been
fully proved, where was the Need, where was the
Ufe of infifting largely upon that Obedience of ONE
by which many are made * Righteous? Or upon
that Righteoufnefs of ONLE, which is imputed te
many for Juftification of Life ? Yet this the infpired
Wrriter evidently does.

- Anfwer the foregoing Queftion, in Behalf of the
Apoltle, and you will anfwer it in Behalf of 4fpafi.
Or if you decline the Office, give me leave, Sir, to
anfwer it on Behalf of them both. The Blood of
€ HRIST is never confidered as independent on,
or detached from, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST,
"Vhey united their blefled Efficacy in accomplithing
the Work of our Redemption ; we always look upon

them

* Rom. v. 1q.



Let. II. Rewerend My, WESLEY. 21

them as a grand and glorious Aggregate, in their
Agency infeparable, though in Meditation diftin-
guithable. Being thus diftinguifhable, at proper
Times, we meditate upon each ditin&ly. We dif-
play each with all the Particularity poffible, and
cannot but contend for the Imputation of one, as
well of the other. The farther we dig into either of
thefe {piritual Mines, the greater Fund of Treafures
we difcover. The more we glorify the SAVIOUR,
the more we ftrengthen Faith, and the greater Ad~
dition we make to our Comfort, our Peace, our Joy.

Afpafis enquires ; if CHRIST was our Subftitute
as to penal Suffering, why not as to juflifying Obe-
dience ! You reply—*¢ the former is exprefsly af-
¢ ferted in Scripture, the latter is not ex-
<« prefsly afferted there.” A {mall [naccuracy here ;
Sir ! the former is no more a Scripture Expreflion,
than the latter; while the Jatter is no lefs the Doc-
trine and Senfe of Scripture than the former.—A
little Piece of Forgetfulnefs likewife | Since you juft
now acknowledged, that ¢« CHRIST’s univerfal
¢¢ Obedience was the sze Foundation of your Hope.”
But how can His Obedlence be any Foundation of
vour Hope, if in this Capacity he was not your
Subftitute ? Take away the Circumftance of Subfti-
tution, and there is no more Ground for your Re-
liance on the Obedience of CHR /ST, than for
your Reliance on the Obedience of Gabriel. 17 are
made the Righteoufnefs of G O D, becaufe we are
IN Him, as our Proxy and our Head. Becaufe he
wrought the juftifying Righteoufnefs, not only in
our Nature, but in our Name, not only as our Be-
mefaltor, but as our Reprefentative.

C3 ¢« As
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¢ As Sin and Mifery have abounded through the
¢ firlt Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more
¢ abounded through the fecond. So that now none
¢¢ have Reafon to complain.” Here indced we have
Afpafi’'s Words, but in a patched and dishgured
Condition. One Part taken from age 195, and ano-
ther wrenched from Page 1gr. Let any one read the
whole of thofe Paflages, and judge whether they can
be fairly applied to the Doétrines of Eleétion or Pre-
deftination. Yet Mr. /7%/ley is refolved at all Adven-
tures, with or without Occafion, to intreduce thefle
Subjeéls of deep and perplexed Difputation. T'here-
fore he replies, ¢ No, not if the fecond Adam died
¢¢ for all, otherwife all for whom He did not die,
¢ have great Reafon to complain.”

Here, Sir, do you not force an Inference fiom
Afpafir’'s Words, foreign to his Defign? He is {peak-
ing of thofe who betake themfelves to CH RS T,
and are recovered through his Righteoufnels. Such
Perfons he particularly mentions. Of {uch alone he
difcourfes; without confidering the Cafe of others,
who, defpifing, or neglecting the REDEEMER, re-
ject the Counfel of GOD agatnft themfelves.—Wouild
it not be as edifying to the Reader, and asagreecable
to your Office, if you fhould join with A/pafio in
difplaying the free, fuperabundant, infinitely rich
Grace of our GOD ; altogether as becoming this, as
to divert his Aim, and retard his Steps, when he is
prefling forwards to this Prize of our high calling in
CHRIST TESUS?

Afpafic’s Words are, ¢ When we betake our-
“ felves to CHRIST FESUS, we fhall find, that,
¢¢ as Sin and Mifery have abounded, &%.” Pleafe
to obferve, Sir, how he limits his Difcourfe, confe-

7 quently
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quently is obliged to defend nothing, but what cor-
refponds with fuch Limitation.

Had the Ifraclites any Caufe to be diflatisfied with
the Provifion, made for their Suftenance and their
Cure, when the Serpent of Brafs was lifted up on
the Pole, and when the Bread from Heaven lay round
about their Tents? No more have Sinners any
Caufe to think themfelves aggrieved, when the Sal-
vation of GO D is evidently fet before them in the
Gofpel ; is brought to their very Door, in the
preaching of the Word, and they are allowed, im-
portuned, commanded to receive it by Faith. This
is enough for me. Enough this for any Tranfgref-
fors, who want, not to gratify Curiofity, but to in-
herit Life.—1If they, or you, Sir, chufe to pry fur-
ther, and to intrude into the Divine Secrets, I muft
leave you to yourfelves ; faying, as I depart, The
Jecret Things belong unto the LORD our GOLD 5 but thofe
Things which are revealed, belng unto us and our
Children *,

< The whole World of Believers.””—¢ This is
¢ an Exprefficn which never occurs in Scripture,”—
It affords me a kind of prefumptive Proof, that,
{folid Objetions are not at Hand, when fuch Sha-
dows are lifted into the Service.—! fhould be under
no Pain if you could prove your Charge, beyond all
Contradiction. To what would it amount ! Why,
that Afpafic having Occafion to mention a certain
‘Topic, happened not to make Ufe of the very Sylla-
bles and Letters made Ufe of in Scripture. And do
you or I, Sir, in all our Sermons, Journals, Prefer-
vatives, and Chriftian Libraries, undertake to ufe
none but fcriptural Expreflions? Had we done this,

C 4 ong
# Deut, xxix. 29.



24 LETTERS t the Let. 11.

one benefit might indeed bave accrued to the Public.
It would confiderably have reduced our Volumes.—
But I trifle as well as Mr. /7efley.  You proceed to
enforce your Remonftrance, by adding,—* Neither
¢t has the Expreflion any Countenance from Scrip-
¢« ture.,” I am really athamed to detain our Readers
any longer upon fo trivial a Point. Therefore what
I am going to reply, 1s only a Word to your-
felf.  You, Sir, can tell who it 1s that afhirms in a
ccrtain Hymn

For ev’ry Man

It’s /Z}zl:/b’d it’s paﬁ —
The World is forgiv'n
For FESUS’s Sake.

The World forgiven! What, all the World ? Every
Child of Adam? They who believe not on CHRIST
and die in their Sins ? This you cannot mean ; this
you dare not affert ; this, I think, no Mortal can
fuppofe. * You yourfelf therefore, by ¢ the World,”
muft intend ¢¢ the believing World';” and are you
offended at Afpafio for commenting on your Text?
For exprefling plainly what is implied in your own
Words ?

In the LORD jhall allthe Houfe of Ifracl be juflificd.
This Text Afpafio quotes, and acquiefces in the
common Verfion, upon which you animadvert. ¢ It
¢ ought unqueftionably to be rendered by or throuch
¢« the LORD.” How hard is #/pafio’s Lot ! If he
does not ufe the exa& Language of Scripture, he is
criminal at your Bar,witnefs the preceding Obje&lion ;
if he does ufe the exaét Language of Scripture, as in

the prefent Inftance, you indite him for an errone-

0 ous
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ous Tranflation. So that it is next to impoflible to
efcape your Cenfure.

In the LOR D, you affirm is not the pure Lan-
guage of Scripture, it is a wrong Tranflation,
““ and ought wungueflionably to be rendered by or
¢ through the LORD.” Yet, Quifquis adhuc uno
partam colit affe Minervam—Whoever has learnt
Hebrew no more than a Month, will aflure our
Englfh Reader, that the Prefix 2 is the very firft
Word in the Bible, Muft it there be tranflated 4y
or through the Beginning !—If our young Scholar
have only his Pfalter, he can fhew the fame Particle
occurring three Times within the firft Verfe. In the
Counfel—In the IVay—In the Seat.—Twice in the
fecond Verfey His Delight 15 in the Law—In His
Law will be exercife himfelf.  Three Times more in
the Remainder of the Pfalm, Sball bring forth Fruit
in his Seafon—Shall not fland in Judgment. Neither in
the Congregation of the Righteous. — Now let the
Lngli/h Reader judge for himfelf, whether the He-
brew Prefix mult ¢ wunqueflionably be rendered” in
all thefe Places ¢ by or through.” By or through
his Seafon! By or through the Congregation ! But
I ftop, there is no Need to apply all the Paflages.
Neither is there any Need of critical Skill in Lan-
guages, to determine concerning any cne of them.
Common Senfe in this Cafe is fufficiently qualified
to be our Critic and our Arbitrator.—I only wilh
Sir, you had produced the Evidence for the corrected
Verfion. Then the Public might have feen on
which Side the Balance were likely to turn ; and
which were the moft cogent Logic, ¢ 4/pafis’s Doc-
¢ trine is falfe, therefore the Tranflation is wrong;

(13 or
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£¢ or the Tranﬂatlon is fair, therefore his Do&lrine
€¢ Is true

By thls Time, I believe, the wunlearned Reader
wiil‘b::gin to difcern, what Degree of Credit is due
to your Criticifms upen the Original, and to your
Alteration of the common Verfion, when they are
fupported by nothing more, than your bare Affer-
tion.—1 alfo begin to be apprehenfive that our can-
vafling the Senfe of Words, and fifting the dead
Languagcu, will be no very agreeable Entertainment
to any Reader. I will therefore for the future be
more concife in the Execution of this Bufinefs ; efpe-
cial Ty as | have liere given a Specimen of what might
be dene. I will try, if it is not poffible, to animate
what would otherwife be dull, and to blend gedly
edifying, with critical Difquifition.

¥e are complete in him., With this Tranflation alfe
Mz, Wefley finds Fault. ¢ The Words literally
¢« rendered are, ye are filled with him.”—I am ready
to grant, that Flaces may be found, where the Pre-
pofition & muft be underflood according to youi
Senfe. But then every one knows that this is not
the native, obvious, literal Meaning'; rather a
Meaning {wayed, influenced, moulded by the pre-
ceding or following Word. The literal Signification
of & vlw is as we have rendered it.—-Nor is there the
leaft Occafion to depart from the reccived Interpre-
tation, it is fuitable to the Context, and to the Scope
of the whole Epiltle.

However, we will fuppofe your Criticifm to be
juft.  Does this deflroy or enervate Afpafic’s Argu-
ment f Would you have one Meaning contradxu or
{upplant the other? ¢ Yeare filled with him, therefore
¢ ye are not complete iz him?” Does the former

Senfe
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Senfe include or imply the latter? Can you, or I,
or any one be filled with every Requifite for our Re-
covery and Happinefs, yet not be complete ? It feems
therefore, you get nothing by this Criticifm, but the
Satisfaction of doing Violence to the Phrafe, with-
out any Improvement of the Senfe, or any Advan-
tage to your Caufe.

¢ The whole Paffage (you affirm) relates to Sanc-
< tification, not to jui:.x“catlon. Where is your
Proof, Sir f This we always expe&. This Mr. Zefley
feldom, if ever, condefcends to give. ¢ Yes, he fays,
‘¢ any unprejudiced Reader may obferve it.” A
ftrange Kind of Proof! reducible to no Figure in
Logic, unlefs there be a Figure fliled Prefumption.
Was 1 to anfwer for the unprejudiced Reader, I
think he would obferve the very reverfe, The Words
of the Apoftle are not a little forcible againft your
Senfe of the Paflage, as will appear from the tranfi-
tive Adverb affo. ‘The next and the fubfequent
Verfes, we allow, relate to Sanétification : If this
Verfe does the f{ame, {uch is the Manner of the
Apoftle’s Reafoning, ¢ In whom ye are fanéified,
¢ in whom alfo ye are fantihed.,” Whereas if the
firft Claufe denotes the juftification of the Coloffian
Converts through the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST,
if the following Periods deferibe their Sanctification,
as a Con(cquenu’ of this moft happily operating Pri-
vilege, then the Reafoning is juft, and the T ranfition
graceful. ¢ In Him ye are completely juftified, in
¢¢ Him alfo ye are truly fanctified.”

The whole Paﬂage is calculated to teach us that
CHRIST is the Fulnefs of our Sujficiency.  In Him,
and Him in alone, there is enough to anfwer all the
Purpofes of Wifdom, Righteoufnefs, Sanclifxcation,

and
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and Redemption.—It is intended likewife to ad-
monifth us, that we fhould reft fatisfied with Him
alone, in Oppofition to all the fond Inventions of
Men; who would introduce fomething elfe for the
Ground of our Confidence, and the Caufe of our
Confolation, as though it was faid ;—

If indeed our LORD FESUS CHRIST had
been an ordinary Perfon, or merely a created Being,
ye might well be offended at my Doctrine. Ye
might then with fome colour of Reafon feek to the
Maxims of Philofophy for Wifdom, or to the Works
of the Law for Righteoufnefs. But CHRIST is
an immenfely glorious'Perfon, for in Him are bhid ail
the Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledge. —~CHRIST
35 an incomparably exalted Sovereign—for fe 15 the
Head of all Principalities and Powers.—Yea, CHRIST
is the fupreme incomprehenfible JEHOVAH; for
in Him dwelleth all the Fulnefs of the GODHE AD
bodily.  Being therefore tranfplanted into Him by
~ ¥aith, ye are complete. Partakers of Him ; ye
bhave every Blefling and all Good. Thought cannot
imagine, nor Defire crave, any Thing farther,
greater, higher.

Matchlefs Privilege ! Exalted Felicity! O may
the Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it,
#ill our Hearts as the Waters cover the Abyfs of the
Sea! Then will we fing the Hymn which once ex-
prefled your Sentiments, and ftill exprefles mine.

* Foin Earth and HeaV'n to blefs
The LO R D our Righteoufnefs.
The

* See p. 56. of Hymns and [piritual Sengs. Anonymous
indeed, but univerfally afcribed to Mr. W’g/hjy In thefe
excellent
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The Myfiery of Redemption this,
This the SAVIOU R’s flrange Defign
Man’s Offence was counted His,

Ours his Righteoufnefs divine.

In Him complete we fhine,
His Death, his Life is mine :
Fully am 1 juftified,
Free from Sin, and more than free,
Guiltlefs, fince for me He dicd,
Righteous, fince He liv'd for me.

The Text lately quoted from Ifaiah, is Part of a
Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and Ufefulnefs.
We then confidered a Fragment of it in a critical
View; let us now examine the whole of it with a
devotional Spirit. Thus examined, I truft it will
be no longer a dry Bone, but a Fea/! of fat Things
full of Marrow. Permit me to propofe a corre&k
Tranflation of the Original ; to add a thort Hluftra-
tion of the Meaning, and then take my Leave for
the prefent,

Look

excellent Lines, how ftrongly marked are the Sentiments
of the Gofpel! Our Offences {o fully imputed ta
CHRIST, as to be accounted His. His Righteoufnefs
fo fully imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours. In
Him we are complete, becaufe His moft obedient Life,
and his all-atoning Death are ours. We are guiltlefs,
not through our Repentance, or Reformation, but be-
caufe he has died for us. We are righteous, not on Ac-
count of any Graces or Attainments of our own, but be-
caufe he has lived for us. To thefe Truths I moft cor-
dially fubfcribe. This is that good old Wine that once
made Mr. Weley’s Heart glad. He has fince tafled
new ; but | hope he will be brought to fay,  Thesld is
 bester.”
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Look unto me and be /m'zz all the Ends oft/)e Earth;
for LamG O D, and there is hong /u. elfe ®. By myfelf
bave I fworn, the Fardef + 1\3:0(‘16'.11{/1‘111/5 goeth out of
my Mouth, the Word fhall not return.,  To me every
Knee fhall bow, and evecry Tongue fhall fwear §, [aying,
SJurely § i the LORD bave 1 Righteo oufnefs || and

Strength,

* None elfe—3p '8t exallly rendered, fignifies tbere
not befides. Not any 1’ ricn, nor any lhmg No lu/m
able to lend an helping Hand. No Thing capablc of
yielding the lealt Aflifta e,

t The Word of Rightéouji:cfs, 927 11378 1 apprehend is
equivalent to St. Paul's royo; Awmanoume, and lignifies, if
not the whole Gofpel, that precious Doltrine, which is
the Gofpel in Epitome. For the Vindication of this
Verfion, fee Fitringa in loc.

+ 8hall fwear. Our Tranflation feems to difcontinue
the divine Speech here; which weakens the Force and
diminifhes the Dignity of the Pailage. 1 apprehend
JEHOVAH is f{till fpeaking, and in the tollowing
Words, prefcribes the Form of the Confefiion, or diftates
the Words of the Oath, in which Sinners fhall tellify
their Allegiance—even the Allegiance of Faith. Agree-
ably to this Suppofition, I would tranflate the Word =y
Jaying. It will then denote not one, or a few, but every
Tongue mentioned in the foregoing Verfe. 1% Iam
aware is of the feminine Gender, but every Reader knows
how often the Hebreavs neglet the Nicety of grammati-
cal Conitruction, ard every Reader fees that the Idea of
W or of a Perfon, is comprehended in the Word Tongae.

§ The Prophet s IR Sarely, is fomethmgr like the
Apoftle’s eana perdrye, yea, doubtlefs, Phil. in. 8. The
HOLY GHOS [ teaches Believers to {peak with Vehe-
mence upon this Poing, to {ignify their ftedfalt and refo-
late Affiance in the glorious REDEEMER, together
with the mighty and matchlels Importance of this Faith.
I have tal \,n in this Idea becaunfe it is {fuggefied by the
Englip T'ranflation, though I prefer the exclufive Senfe,
only; as mwpljmg an abfolute and total Renunciation of
every other Confidence.

| Righteonfuefs. This is the precife Signification of

mpTy
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Strength.  To Him fball Men come, and all that eve of-
fendedin Him, fball be afpamed. Inthe LO RD fhalt
all the Seed of Ifrael be juftified, and in Him jhall they
glary. |

Here the SON of GO D prefents himfelf in all
the Glories of His Perfon, and all the Riches of
His Grace. Prefents himfelf, as the Objeét of
Faith, and the Author of Salvation. To be received
by Sinners, without any recommending Qualities,
or any Pre-eminence of one above another.—But
hear his gracious Words.

Look wnto me, wretched ruined Tranfgreffors, as
the wounded /fraelites looked unto the brazen Ser-
pent. Look unto me dying on the Crofs as your
Vi&im, and obeying the Law as your Surety.—Not
by doing, but by looking and believing ; not by
your own Deeds, but by my Works, and my Sufter-
ings, be ye faved. This is the myltericus but certain
Way of Salvation. Thus fhall ye be delivered from
Guilt, refcued from Hell, and reconciled to G O D.
Who are invited to partake of this ineftimable Bene-
fit ? All the Ends of the Earib. People of every Nation
under Heaven ; of every Station in Life; of every
Condition and every Charaller, not excepting the
chiefeft of Sinners.

Is it poffible that the Obedience of si¢, fhould
fave innumerable Millions? It is not only poflible
but indubitable. Fur { am GO D infinite in Dignity
and Power ; therefore 2ll-fufficient, yea omnipotent
to fave. To fave all that come unto me; be the

Multituces

mpix which being in the plural Number, {cems to denote
Completemefs. A Righteoufnefs, perféét, entire, and lack-
ing nothing. Having every Thing neceflary for our
Pardon, our Acceptance, our everlalting Juftification.
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Multitudes ever fo great, or their Cafes ever {o defpe-
rate.—(Is nothing to be done by Tranfgreflors them-
felves? Are no Conditions to be fulfilled on their
Part ?) None—there is nought befide me. No Perfon
<an take any Share in this great Tranfattion. No-
thing can in the leaft Degree co-operate with my
Merits. Should you add to my Obedience and
Death, all that Saints have performed, and Martyrs
have endured, it would be like adding a Grain to the
Sands of the Ocean, or a Moment to the Days of
Eternity.

Such is my compaflionate Invitation, and this my
inviolable Decree. 7 have not only f{poken, but
Jfworn 5 fworn by myfelf and all my incomprehenfible
Excellencies. The Word of Righteoufnefs, that which
relates to the grandeft of all Subjects, and moft im-
portant of all Interefts, is planned, adjufted, and
unalterably determined. Now even now : goes out
of my Mouth, is declared with the utmoft Solemnity,
and eftablithed by Veracity itfelf. The Word fhall
not return, either to be repealed by me, or fruftrated
by any other.—What is the Decrce confirmed by
this moft awful Oath? We are all Attention to hear
it. o me every Knee fhall bow. Every Soul of Man,
who defires to inherit eternal Life, fhall fubmit to
my Righteoufnefs, and as an unworthy Creature, as
an obnoxijous Criminal, obtain the Blefiing wholly
through my Atonement.—Ts me every Tongue fhall
Jwear. Be Man’s fuppofed Virtues ever fo various,
or ever fo fplendid, all fhall be dilclaimed, and my
Worthinefs alone fhall ftand. Renouncing every other
Truft, they fhall repofe the Confidence of their
Souls on me alone, and make public Confeflion of
this their Faith before the whole World.—But we,

O LORD,
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O LORD, are ignorant, we cannot order our
Speech by reafon of Darknefs.—This then fhall be
the Form of your Oath, fuch the Tenour of your

Confeffion.
Surely—1It is a moft wonderful, yet a moft faithful

Saying, extremely comfortable and equally certain.
Only—not in myfelf, not in a poor frail Creature,
but /# the incarnate JEHOV AH alone, in his
divinely excellent Deeds, and unutterably meritori-
ous Sufferings, 7 have Righteoufnefs, a Righteoufnefs
without Spot, without Defe&t, and in all Refpels
confummate: Such as fatisfies every Requirement of
the Law, and moft thoroughly expiates all my Ini-
quities. Such as renders me completely accepted be-
fore my Judge, and intitles me to everlafting Life.
From the joyful Knowledge, the perfonal Appropri-
ation ; and the perpetual Improvement of this inefti-
mable Privilege, I have Sirength for my Sanctifica-
tion., Now do I indeed delight myfelf in the LORD,
who perfe&ly reconciled, and infinitely gracious, has
done fo great Things for me. Now do I cordially
love my Neighbour, and being fo happy myfelf, un-
feignedly long for his eternal Happinefs, that he

may be a Partaker with me of this great Salvation.
To this Sovereign Decree, the Prophet fets, as it
were, his Seal, or elfe, in a Tranfport of Joy, he
foretells the Accomplifhment of it. Yes, my Bre-
thren, to Him, even to this gracious REDEEMER
Jhall Men come. 1 fee them flying as Clouds for Mul-
titude, as Doves for Speed. They belicve the Re-
port of His Gofpel, and receive of His Fullnefs.—
Whereas, all they that are offended in Flim, that can-
not away with his Doétrine, which pours Contempt
upon all human Excellency, and will allow no Righ-
D teoufnefs
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teoufnefs to avail but that which is divine; who re-
fufe to come unto Him, poor, and miferable, and
ftript of every Recommendation; all they /hall be
afhamed. The Fig-Leaves of their own Duties, or
their own Endowments, fhall neither adorn them
for Glory, nor fcreen them from Wrath—but fhall
abandon them to Vengeance, and cover them with
double Confufion. While on the other Hand, a//
the Sced of Ifrael, every true Believer, fhall be jufti-
fied in the LOR D. Againft thefe Perfons no Ac-
cufation fhall be valid: No Condemnation fhall
take Place : So magnificent is the Majetty, fo fur-
pafiingly efficacious are the Merits of their SAV I-
OU R, that in Him they fhall not only confide, but
glory 5 not only be fafe, but triumphant ; cloathed
with His incomparable Righteoufnefs, they fhall
challenge every Adverfary, and defy every Danger.
To this Portion of Scripture I have led back your
Thoughts, that [ might not clofe with any difgufting
Sentiments, but might leave a {weet Savour on your
Mind, on the Reader’s Mind, and on the Mind of

Rev, Sir,

Your’s, e,
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ET me, now, refume my Obfervations on
your Epiftle.  Which I do, not for the Sake

ef difputing, but for the Caule of Truth.
The
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The Gofpel contains many {ublime and glorious
Truths. But there is one, which, beyond all others,
charalterizes its Nature, its Import, and Defign,
Which makes it moft eminently to differ from every
other Form of Religion, profefled or known in the
World, 1 mean the Doérine of free Fuflification,
through the Righteoufnefls of GHRIST. 'Thisis
to the Religion of FESUS, what the particular
Features and Turns of Countenance, are to each
individual Perfon.

I have fometimes amufed myfelf, with ftanding by
a Painter, and obferving him at his Work. Here,
I have been furprifed to {ee, how much a very little
Stroke would alter the Afpect of his Draught ; would
turn the gay into a melancholy, or the compofed
into a frantic Countenance. Several of Mr. 77efley’s
Touches are to Appearance {mall ; but, I fear, they
will be found todisfigure more than alittle theheavenly
Pourtrait ; and give a new, not the native, Air, to
the Truth as it is in FESUS.—But I proceed ; my
Bufinefs being, to prove, not to blame.

Sinners, who betake themfelves to the all-fuffici-
ent SAVIOUR for Redemption, are fully accepted
by GO D, for his beloved SO N’s Sake. This is
Juftification through imputed Righteoufnefs, fays
Afpafio.—<¢ That remains to be proved,” anfwers
Mr. Wefley.—1 think, it is pretty largely, and I
would hope, it is fatisfactorily proved, through the
whole Book.—Nay; I find Mr. #fley himfelf ere
long acknowledging, that, ¢¢ as to the Doclrine, we
‘¢ are agreed.” Either therefore you have received the
Proof, which you demand ; or elfe you can fubmit
without Convi&ion, and agree without Caufe of

D2 Agree-
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Agreement.—Not to take Advantage of fuch Slips,
I would rather enlarge upon what may be ufeful.

I would atk Mr. /7efley ; in what other Way Sin-
ners can be juftified or accepted, fave only through
imputed Righteoufnefs *~—Through their own good
Deeds, and holy Tempers 2 This {uppofes the Fruits
to be good, while the Tree is corrupt; and would
make Salvation to be of Works, not of Grace.—
Through their own Faith, ftanding in the Law?
Then they are juftified before a perfe@ GO D, by
an imperfe&t Endowment; and Life eternal is
obtained, by the Exercifes of their own Mind, not
by the Merits of #ESUS CHRIST.—Are they
juttified without any Righteoufnefs, either wrought
by themfelves, or received * from another ! This is
an unworthy Thought ; this were an unfufferable
Pra&tice; JEHOV AH himfelf being Judge., He
that juflificth the IWicked is an Abomination +. '

Say not; GOD is a free Agent, and not bound
to obferve his own Law. Say rather; The Rule of
Righteoufnefs revealed in the Law, is his moft fted-
faft Will ; unchangeable as his Nature.—Confider
alfo; What this Law requires. A Satisfa&tion for
Sin, not defeQive, but completely fufficient ; a Per-

formance

© Ov eploawiles, They awbo receive the Gift of Righteou/-
#efs.  Rom. v. 17.

t Prow. xvil. 15. This is an invariable Maxim. Itis
that Word of GO D, which endureth for ever. Yet it is
no Objection to Ais Method of juftifying the Ungodly.
Becaufe, He firft imputes his S ON's Righteoufnefs unto
them : Thereby renders them truly and perfeétly righte-
ous : Then pronounces them fuch ; and as fuch, receives
them to Pardon, to Favour, and eternal Life.—Does not
the Text, thus confidered, afford an inconteftable Ar-
gument for the Neceflity of an imputed Righteoufnefs ?
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formance of the Command, not fincere only, but
abfolutely perfect.—Will GO D, in juftifying a Sin-
ner, difregard, contradi&t, everthrow his own Law?
In no wife. Since then it infifts upon, what no
Mortal can yield, muft not all Flefh perifh for ever?

This would be the unavoidable Confequence, if
Matters refted on human Abilities. But here the
blefled Gofpel comes to our Relief. Shewing us,
that GOD, in his immenfe Mercy, and unfearch-
able Wifdom, has found out a Way, at once, to
{atisfy the unalterable Law, and fave infolvent Man.
To juttify even the chief of Sinners; yet without
the leaft Violation of Juftice, Truth, or Holinefs.—
What is this Way ? His own SON accomplithes
the great Work.—How ? By relaxing the Precepts
of the Law, that we may perform them ? By dif-
annulling the Sentence of the Law, that we may
efcape it ? Heaven and Earth fhall pafs away, before
any fuch dithonourable Expedient takes Place. On
the contrary ; He gives Satisfaltion to the Sentence,
by fuffering the tremendous Punifhment denounced ;
and He fulfils the Precept, by yielding the finlefs
Obedience required.—Becaufe this was to be finifhed
in the Nature, which had tranfgrefled, therefore He
was made Man. Becaufe this was to be truly, or
rather infinitely meritorious, therefore the Man was
one Perfon with the GODHEAD.

Still it may be enquired ; How the Obedience of
Another can relieve my Diftrefs ! How indeed ! But
by GO D’s transferring my Guilt to Him, and im-
puting his Obedience to me. By this Method, the
Thing is clearly and completely effeted. In this
Method, 1 fee a Propriety and an Efficacy, that
filence my Doubts, and comfort my Heart. Ac-

P3 cordingly,
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cordingly, it is written, in the Scriptures; GO D
was in CHRIST reconciling the IVorld unto Himfelf,
not imputing their Trefpaffes unto them. GO D; the
Work was too arduous, to be performed by a
created Agent. Therefore GO D himfelf was in
CHRIST. Nonelefs than the Almighty LORD
could execute the Bufinefs. But if HE undertake
it, how fuccelsfully muftt it be carried on, and how
glorioufly finithed |— Reconciling the World; not fet-
ting poor Tranfgreflors to reconcile themfelves, but
Himfelf contriving all, providing all, doing and fuf-
fering all, that was needful for this great Purpofe.
Being Himfelf the Creditor, the Sponfor, and Payer
of the Debt.—How was all this brought to pafs?
By not imputing our Trefpaffes unto Us ; but taking them
all upon Himfelf; bearing them all, in his own Body,
upon the Tree ; and fuftaining the Vengeance, due
to all our Crimes.—Thus was the Holy ON E and
the Jult made Sin for Us; that We, finful Duft and
Afhes, might, in the very fame Manner, be made the
Righteoufnefs of GOD in Him. The former could be

only by Imputation ; and fo only can be the latter.
If Men talk of being accepted for CHRIST’s
Sake, yet rejeét the Imputation of Righteoufnefs,
they muft have very inadequate Notions, concern-
ing the Relation which CH RIS T bears to his Peo-
pie, and the Nature of his mediatorial Under-
taking.—Does this feem obfcure ? I explain myfelf.—
A Perfon may conduct himfelf {o honourably and ex-
celiently, as, on Account of his worthy Deeds, to
aobtain Favour in Behalf of another. And this,
without being his Surety, or any Thing like his
proper Righteoufnefs. Witnels the famous Inftance
of the two Brothers, dwyntas and Efchylus, The
former,
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former, was a gallant Hcro; who expofed his Life,
and loft his Arm, in the Defence of his Country.
The latter, was an abandoned and infamous Profli-
gate ; whofe Crimes had brought him to the Bar of
public Juftice. The Hero, on tbe Day of Trial,
appeared as an Advocate for his Brother. He fpoke
nothing, but only lifted up to View the maimed and
difmembered Arm. This filent Oratory ftruck the
Aflembly ; and pleaded fo powerfully, that the Ciri-
minal was unanimoufly acquitted.—Here was an
Acquittal of one, in Confideration of the Merits of
another. But then the obnoxious Party had no fpe-
cial Intereft in thofe Merits. They were not ac-
quired or exercifed, with a particular Reference
to his Good. He could not fay, They are mine.
Neither did they make him, in any Degree, or in
any Senfe, righteous.—Whereas, the Reverfe of all
this is true, with regardto 7ESUS CH R IST, and
juftified Sinners. T'his you and I, Sir, have afferted.
Let us never retraét the good Confeffion. But, as it
is the Truth of the Gofpel, let us ftill and for
ever fay,
In HI1 M complete we fhine,
Becaufe
Ours is Righteoufnefs divine.

Theron, {peaking of the Terms nberent and im-
puted, calls them nice DiftinQions and metaphyfical
Subtilties. Mr. ZZufley makes Afpafis apply the de-
pretiating Remark to the allive and paffive Righte-
oufnefs of CHRIS7. Whereas, he fays no fuch
Thing. He means no fuch Thing. He is treating
of a Subjelt totally different. And was he to main-
tain fuch a Sentiment, every one muft obferve, it

would entircly overthrow his whole Scheme.
D 4 ¢ You



40 LETTERS 0 the  Let. IIL

¢ You oblige us to make ufe of metaphyfical Sub-

¢ tilties by confounding thefe very different Ideas,
< that is, CHRIST’s altive and paflive Righte-

¢¢ oufnefs.”—I could hardly believe my Eyes, for
fome Time ; though both of them attefted, that this
was produced as a Quotation from pag. 202, 203.
In which Pages, and for a confiderable Space, before
and after, the Subject of Debate is the Difference be-
tween inherent and imputed Righteoufnefs.—I was,
I own, quite vexed, to fee 4/pafio fo mal-treated ;
his Difcourfe fo mifreprefented ; and fo little Regard
paid to literary Juftice. And glad I am, that1 did
not give Vent to my Thoughts, juft at that Inftant.
I might have been too warm, and not have {pared
the Rod. But upon cooler Confideration, I began
to recover, and the Prefcription of Horace was of
Service,

Amara lento temperat Rifu.

I began to call your Condu&, not Artifice or
Slight of Hand, but Incogitancy or Thought mii-
applied. As you had been thinking fo long upon
the other Topic, it dwelt upon your Imagination ;
kept this from your Attention; and led you both to
miftake and to mifcall Things. Like a certain
Preacher, who having loft his Fortune in the Bub-
bles of the Year 19, and having Occafion to men-
tion the Deliverance of the Ifraclites from Egypt,
told his Audience, That Pharash and his Hoft, were
all drowned in the South Sea—Poor Man! He
meant the red Sea.

Mr. Wefley proceeds : ¢« We do not confound the
¢ active and paflive Righteoufnefs.”—Does Ajpafi,
Sir? He that confiders them particularly and diftin&-

ly?
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ly? He that examines each with a eritical and mi-
nute Exa&nefs ! If this be to confound, Order and
Confufion have changed their Nature,

<t Neither do we feparate them.” It is fomewhat
dificult to underftand, what you mean by {eparating
the acive and paflive Righteoufne(s of our LORD.—
Separating them, as to their Influence? Then you
muft be fenfible, this is never done by A/pafis. You
cannot but know, that he difclaims fuch a Refine-
ment. He protefts againft fuch a Pradice.—Do
you mean, treating them as Things really diftinct,
though always uniting their Agency ! Then I am at
a Lofs to reconcile Mr. #efley with himfelf, For in
the very next Paragraph, he thus exprefles himfelf.
¢« Through the Merits of bis Life and Death, every
¢« Believer is juftified.” Are not the Merits of his
Life here diftinguifbed from the Merits of his Death ?
Does not the former Expreflion denote his a&ive,
the latter his paffive Obedience? Or would you be
underftood to mean? ¢ Through the Merits of his
¢« Life, which are nothing elfe but the Merits of his
¢ Death.” If you would not fpeak in this Manner,
fo unworthy of your better Judgment, you do the
very Thing which you blame.—This is done ftill
more apparently, in one of your Hymns. Where
we fee, not only a Separation, but a diftin&t Ufe
and Application of the feparated Subjects.

Grant this, O LORD ; for thou baft dy'd,
That I might be forgiven :
Thou hafl the Righteoufnefs fupply’d,

For which I merit Heaven.

I could eafily excufe Mr. Zefley, for being a little
inconfiftent with himfelf ; did he not allo venture to

7 confront
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confront the Apoftle, by the following Affertion.
¢« Neither have we any Authority from Scripture,
¢ for either thinking or {peaking of one feparate
¢ from the other.”—Does not St. Paul, in one
Paffage, (peak of the Obedience? In another, of
the Death of CHRIST? Does he not, in one
Place, enlarge upon the Righteoufnefs ? In another
upon the Blood of CHRIST ? If fo, we have an
Authority from Scripture, we have the Example of
the chiefeft Apofile, for this Way of thinking and
fpeaking.

We have alfo a concurrent Teftimony from the -
Genius and Import of the original Language. Do
not vwaxon and dxamowm fignify fomewhat different
from aue and bazbs? Are there any approved Wri-
ters, who ufe thefe Words promifcuoufly ? as fo
many fynonimous and convertible Terms? If not,
the Voice of Grammar will vindicate the Propriety
of our Condudt, while we affign a feparate Difcourfe
to each Subjeét, and exhibit them feverally in the
moft diftin&t View. >

Are not Light and Heat always united in the Sun?
Is the Naturalift to blame, who confiders them
diftintly ; and examines each Property, in a feparate
Treatife ! You would commend this Prattice in the
Philofopher, as the Way to enter thoroughly into
the Knowledge of his Subje&t. And why fhould
you explode or cenfure ity in the Chriftian Divine ?
Are not theological Truths as worthy of a circume
ftantial and accurate Inveftigation, as philofophical ?
Will they not as amply reward our Diligence, and
yield as rich Advantage to the ferious Enquirer ?

The Righteoufnefs which juftifies Sinners, is al-
ready wrought outy fays Afpafio,~ A crude, unfcrip-

¢ tural
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¢¢ tural Expreflion,” replies Mr. 777%/ley. —It may be
{fo. But if the Expreflion is plain and true, I will
fit down content. This, however, you will allow
me to obferve ; that it is no new one, and is not far
from fcriptural. Worketh Rightesufnefs, you know,
is a fcriptural Phrafe. Does the Word out fpoil it,
or the Word already 2 1 fuppofe, the latter may be
moft offenfive. Yet you fpeak, in this very Para-
graph, of being ¢ juftified by the Merits of
«“ CHRISTs Life and Death.” Are not thefe
Matters already tranfacted ? Is not the Merit of
them already perfect ? Or can any Language exprefs
thefe Things more clearly, and afirm them more
ftrongly, than thofe emphatical Words in one of
your own Hymns ?

Let us for this Faith contend,
Sure Salvation is its End :
Heav'n already is begun,

Everlafling Life is won.

Pardon me then, Sir, if T fill {ufpect, that the
Doctrine and its Confequences, rather than the Ex-
preflion and its Crudity, awaken your Jealoufy. If
this Doétrine be admitted, if the juftifying Righte-
oufnefs be already wrought, it muft abfolutely over-
turn all your Pre-requifites, Qualifications, and Con-
aitions; Conditions of Repentance, Obedierice, and
I know not what befides. We muft fay to cvery
one of them, as Febu faid to the Meflengers of /o~
ram : What bafl thou to do with the grand Article of
Juftification ? Get thee behind me.  Could they be ful-
filled, they wouid come a Day too late; like the
Sickle, when the Harveft is reaped. Could they be

fulfillcd
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fufilled in @/ their imaginary Dignity, they would,
in this Relation, be needlefs ; like a Propofal for
augmenting the Splendour of the Sun.

¢« The Righteoufnels, which juftifies finful Man,
¢ was /et on [wot, when GOD fent forth his SON,
<< from the Habitation of his Holinefs and Glory,
¢ to be born of a Woman, and made fubject to the
« Law.—1It was carried ony through the ‘whole
¢ Courfe of our SAVIOUR’ Life; in which
¢ He always did fuch Things, as were pleafing to
¢ his heavenly F AT HE R.—It was completed, at
¢ that ever memorable, that grand Period, when
¢¢ the blefled IMMANUEL bowed his dying Head ;
¢ and cried, with a ftrong triumphant Veice, IT IS
¢ FINISHED.”—Upon this Extra& from Afpafic’s
Difcourfe, Mr. Wefley exclaims, ¢ O vain Philofo-
¢¢ phy !I”—Philofophy ! T/:s Philofophy, Sir! Never
did I hear, till this Mloment, fuch Dotrines afcribed
to Philofophy. But this I have heard, and this I
believe ; that the /7orld, even the learned and philo-
fophic World, &y their boafted Wifdom knew not
GOD; nor GOD’s Method of Salvation, by the
Sufferings of an innocent, and the Obedience of a
divine Perfon. Their Philofophy prejudiced them
againft it ; puffed them up with a vain Conceit of
their own Sufficiency; and fet them at the greateft
Diftance from fubmitting to the Righteoufnefs of
GOD.

I with, Sir, you would fhew me, in which of the
Philofophers I might find thefe facred Sentiments ;
or a Grain, or a Spice, or a Savour of them. [
have, for a confiderable Time, laid afide my Plaso,
and have no more Inclination to turn over my Se-
mecay becaufe I can fee nothing like this divinely

precious
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precious Truth, adorning and enriching their Pages.
But if you will difcover this golden Vein in their
Works, I will immediately renew my Acquaintance
with them ;3 and will do the Philofophers a Piece of
Juftice, which Mr. /#%efley denies them. I will not
call their Philofophy vain, but the 77ifdom of G O D,
and the Power of G O D.—A Righteoufnefs wrought
out, and 2 Redemption obtained for us | The former
divine! The latter eternal | Thefe, rightly under-
ftood, make us beyond all the Treafures of Litera-
ture, wife. Thefe, habitually enjoyed, will, more
effeCtually than all the Delineations of Morality or
Exhortations to Virtue, render us Ao/y.

A divine Righteoufnefs (pardon me for dwelling
on my favourite Topic) already wrought! A great
Redemption perfetly finithed ! And this by the
Abafement, the Ignominy, the Indignities; by the
Cries, the Agonies, the Blood of our SAVIOUR.
Yea, of our G O D, n Fafhion as a Man; in the
Form of a Servant, a Slave, an execrable Male-
faltor. —What, like this, did a thoufand Philofo-
phers teach ! What, like this, do a thoufand of their
Volumes contain? To ftab our Pride; to tame our
Fury ; and to quench our Luft? To kindle our Be-
nevolence ; to inflame our Devotion ; to make us,
in a Word, wife unto Salvation ?

“ The plain Truth is, CHRIST lived and
¢¢ tafted Death for every Man.”—To be fure then,
fince every Man is not faved by Him, He lived and
died only to make their Salvation poffible.—From
this and other Hints, I guefs your Opinion to be,
that CHR IS8T, by his Life and Death, obtained
only a Poflibility of Salvation. [Which Salvation is
to'become our own, upen performing Terms and

Con-
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Conditions, bringing with us Pre-requifites and
Qualifications. ]—If I miftake you, Sir, in this Cafe,
you have nothing more to do, than fimply to deny
my Suppofition. This exculpates you at once. I
fhall rejoice to hear you fay;  As CHRIST
¢ made us, and not we ourfelves; in like Manner
¢ He faves us, and not we ourfelves. No human En-
“¢ dowments, no human Performances, but CHRIST
“¢ alone is the Author of cternal Salvation.”

Should you reply, true—C H R IST is the Au-
thor of eternal Salvation, but 10 thofe only who cbey
Him.—1 muft then atk ; What Obedience CHRIST
requires ! The Law fays, ¢ Do, and live.” CHRIST,
the End of the Law, fays; ¢ Believe in ME, and
¢ live. Be verily perfuaded, thatI am fufficient for
‘¢ thy Salvation, without any Working of thine at
¢ all. Is not the SON, the SON of the moft
¢ high GOD, given unto thee in the divine Record ?
¢ Be fatisfied with Ais Doing and Suffering, without
¢ wifhing for, or thinking of, any Thing more, to
¢ procure thy final Acceptance !”—Let no one ac-
count lightly of this Obedience. It is the Obedi-
ence of Faith. The Obedience fuited to the Name
FESUS. Obedience to the firft and great Com-
mand of the Gofpel. Beyond all other Expedients,
it excludes Boafting ; and, at the fame Time, pro- .
duces that genuine Love, that filial Fear, which the
Law of Works requires in vain.

Only to make a Thing pofiible, and to effe&t it,
are widely different.  When our King fits out a
Fleet, and gives hLis Admiral a Commiffion, to har-
rafs the French Coafls, and deftroy the Fremch Ship-
ping, be makes the Thing .poflible. But to carry
this Defign into Execution ; to accomplifh the En-

terprize,
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terprize, now become practicable; is a far more
arduous Tafk, and a far more honourable Atchieve-
ment. How ftrangely do thofe Writers derogate
from the Dignity and Glory of the REDEEMER ;
who would afcribe to Him, what correfponds with
the former; and attribute to Man, what bears a
Refemblance to the latter !

If CHRIST only made our Salvation poffible,
then we are to execute the Plan. We are to face
the Enemy, to fuftain the Charge, and filence the
Battery: We are to climb the Steep, to enter the
Breach, and bring off the Standards. And fo, in
all Reafon, the Honour and Praife muft be our
own.—Whereas, the Gofpel gives all the Honour
to the Captain of our Salvation. He bore the Heat
and Burthen of the dreadful Day. He made Recon-
ciliation for Iniquity, and brought in everlafting
Righteoufnefs. So that all our officious Attempts,
like a Pinnace arriving after the Viétory, fhould be
told, 7t is finifhed ; the great Salvation is already
wrought. And inftead of being diflatisfied or difap-
pointed, methinks, we fhould rejoice, unfeignedly
rejoice, in the Accomplifhment of the glorious
Work.

If it thould occur to the Reader’s Mind, that the
Chriftian Life is reprefented as a Warfare ; and-that
we ourfelves are commanded to fight, though under
the Banner of our divine Leader ; to this DoubtI
would anfwer—The Canaanite is flill in the Land,
and we fight, not to gain the Country, but only to
fubdue the Rebels.

¢« Whoever perverts fo glorious a Doétrine, fhews
‘¢ he never belicved.”—This may be the Subftance
of what #/pafic maintains. Though not reprefented

6 fo
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fo fully or fo clearly, as he has exprefled himfelf.
However, fuch a fmall Wrong we will readily ex-
cufe. It was done with no finifter Intention, but
for the Sake of Brevity.

To this Pofition Mr. 77efley replies ; ¢ Not {0.”—
That is; they did really and truly believe. But
after their Belief, they apoftatized, and fell from
the Faith. They were, fome Time, the Members
of CHRIST, and Temples of the HOLY GHOST ;
but, quickly fevered from their divine Head, they
became the Slaves of the Devil, and Brands for the
everlafting Burning. Their Names were, indeed,
written in Heaven. But it feems, the heavenly
Records were lefs faithful than the Parifh Regifter.
They were quickly erafed, and their Place in the
Book of Life knew them no more.

Or thus—They did as really and truly believe, as
thofe who are now in the Manfions of Glory. But,
after their true Knowledge of the Name of the LORD
JESUS ; after their full Conviction of his Sufficiency
and Faithfulnefs for their Salvation; even fuch as
inclined and enabled them, to put therr Truft in Fim
alene, for their Acceptance with GOD ; they were
difappointed. Though CHRIST called them his
Sheep, as thus hearing bis Voice 5 yet He did not give
unto them eternal Life, according to his Promife, But
fuffered Satan to pluck them out of his Hand.

Thefe Sentiments have no very probable, much
lefs have they a pleafing or recommending Afpect.
Let us enquire, whether they comport with St. Febn’s
Determination of the Cafe, Speaking of fuch Back-
fliders, he fays, They went out from us, but they were
not of us. Mr. Wefley, to be confiftent with himfelf,
thould fay on this Occafion ; ¢ Not fo; they were

of
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< of you, but they fell away from you.”—The
Apoftle proceeds; For, if they had been of us, na
Doubt, they would have continued with us. Had they
been really converted, they would moft undoubtedly
have continued in our Doltrine and Fellowfhip.
Their Revolt from our Dolirine, is a manifeft Proof,
that they never truly received it, nor with their
Heart believed it. Their Departure from our Fel-
low/hip, is an evident Indication, that they were,
notwithftanding all their Profeflions, ftill carnal, and
never renewed by Grace.

Mt., Wefley produces a Text from St. Petery, with
a View to fupport his Obje&ion. They who tarn
back as a Dog to his Vomit, had once efcaped the Pollu-
tions of the World, through the Knowledge of CHRIST.
Here and elfewhere I perceive the Cannon roar, but
without feeling the Ball. Before this Piece of facred
Artillery can be brought to bear upon us, it will be

neceflary to prove, that the Knowledge of CHRIST,

or even believing in CHRIST, always fignifies true
Faith, In fome Places, it certainly does. In other
Places, it fignifies no fuch Thing, Though I have
all Knowledge, fays the Apoftle ; yet even with this
fpecious Endowment I may ébe nothing. There is a
Knowledge, fays the fame Author; which, inftead
of edifying, or eftablithing the Soul in Godlinefs,
puffeth up with Pride. We are likewife affured, that
Simaon the Sorcerer, though in the Gall of Bitternefs
and in the Bond of Iniquity, yet had Knowledge of the
Things, which concerned the Kingdom of GOD, and the
Name of JESUS CHRIST; nay, that he alfo .
believed, ye't had neither Lot nor Portion in the in-
eftimable Bleffing.

E Let
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Let us attend to the Apoftle’s Manner, and we
fhall be led to put the fame Interpretation upon the
Phrafe, as itis ufed in the Paflage before us.—Thefe
People are not defcribed, like the true Believers, to
whom he addrefles the Epiftle. Here is no mention
of their bemg Partakers of a divine Nature ; of being
born again by the incorruptible Seed 3 or of having their
Souls purified by the SPIRIT, They are only faid to
have efcaped the Pollutions of the World.—Again ;
the Word expreffive of thefe Pollutions is piaoue]e,
which denotes the groffeft Excefles, and moft {can-
dalous Iniquities. Confequently, their abftaining
from f{uch Abominations, implies no more than
what is called a negative Goodnefs, or a mere exter-
nal Reformation. Their Lufts had been reftrained
only, not fubdued. Therefore the unhappy Wretches
were eafily overcome by their old Corruptions.—
It is farther obfervable, that St. Peter never confiders
thefe Perfons as new Creatures. He calls them by
no other Name, than the Dog and the Sow. Such
they were, at firft ; no better, under all their Pro-
feffion of Chriftianity ; and no other, even in their
fouleft Relapfes. When they returned again to their
Vomit, or their filthy Praftices, they returned to
their own.

There is, then, a Knowledge of CHRIST, which
is only fuperficial and notional ; floats idly on the Un-
derftanding, but neither penetrates, nor fanttifies
the Heart, 'There is alfo 2a Knowledge of CHRIST,
which is wrought by the SPIRIT, and engrafted
into the Soul ; which receives the Gift of Righte-
auinefs, and brings Juftification into the Confci~
ence. The Comfort and Joy of which, mortify the
Love of Sin, and produce the Life of Holinefs.

This
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This Knowledge, Sir, may you and I teach; in
this Knowledge may our Hearers and Readers
abound ; and may the divine Power give us, by
Means of this Knowledge, all Things pertaining to
Life and Godlinefs!

The Goodnefs of GO D leadeth to Repentance.—
< This is unqueftionably true, fays Mr. We/ley.
¢ But the nice metaphyfical Doétrine of imputed
¢¢ Righteoufnefs.”—Should you not rather have faid,
The nice metaphyfical Phrafe? Since, as to the
Doctrine, we are, according to your own Confeflion,
agreed. Bound therefore, each of us, equally bound
to clear it of the Confequences, with which it may
be charged, by the Author of the Prefervative, or by
any other Obje&or.—And as to the Phrafe, I cannot
underftand, by what Authority Mr. #e/fky calls it
metaphyfical.  Theron, it is true, ufes the Word, and
applies it to the prefent Subjet. But does not
Mr. Wefley know, that Theren often perfonates an
Enemy, and fpeaks the Languagg of Unbelief ?—
Be pleafed Sir, to explain your Term; and fhew,
in what Senfe it is compatible with this Article of
my Faith ? ¢ I am acquitted and counted righteous
¢ before GOD, only through the Imputation of
¢ my SAVIOUR'’s Obedience and Death > Which
is, both in Style and Sentiment, truly evangelical ;
but, in no Degree, that I can difcern, metaphyfical.

When Mr. Wefley adds; ¢ This leads not to
¢ Repentance, but to Licentioufnefs ;” he fpeaks
what we underftand, not what we allow.—Waill
any one fay, That fpeculative Reafoning upon the
Goodnefs of G O D, or contemplating it barely in
our Ideas, leadeth to Repentance? But, when we
tafte and enjoy, when we apply and appropriate, his

K 2 profufely
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profufely rich Liberality in CHRIST ; we are
thereby prompted to neglect, abufe, and difhonour
our great Benefactor? Or fhall it be faid? The di-
vine Goodnefs, manifefted in common Providence
and inferior Inftances, tends to awaken Love and
work Godlinefs. But the fame divine Goodnefs,
fhining forth in the moft illuftrious Manifeftation,
that Men or Angels ever knew ; fhining forth with
a Glory, a Richnefs, a Perfection, fufficient to
tranfport Heaven and Earth with Joy unfpeakable :
This Goodnefs tends to excite Contempt of GO D,
and to cherifh carnal Indulgence ? Such an Infinua-
tion, fo depreciatory to the Righteoufnefs of the
blefled FESUS, 1 had much rather have heard in a
“fewifh Synagogue, than have feen in Mr. Wefley’s
‘Wirritings.

No, Sir 3 this and this alone leadeth @ Sinner to
Repentance. Not all the Munificence of the
DEITY; neither the Rain from Heaven, nor
fruitful Seafons ; neither the Fatnefs of the Earth,
nor the Abundance of the Seas ; can take away the
Enmity of our Nature, and reconcile our Affetions
to GO D. Nothing, nothing but a Senfe of Pardon
and Acceptance, through the Work finifhed on
IMMANUEL’s Crofs.—If you pleafe to review the
‘Text, you will not affirm, that the Apoftle is aflert-
ing the eflicacious Influence of providential Goodnefs
on the Hearts of Men. He is evidently inveighing
againft the grofs and almoft general Abufe of fuch
Bounty. Though it ought, it does not produce
Gratitude and Duty. It would indeed upon upright,
but it does not thus operate upon depraved Minds.
No Caufe is adequate to this Effe&, but free Jufti-
fication through 7ESUS CHRIST,

¢ The

-
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«¢ The Believer cannot but add to his Faith,
¢« Works of Righteoufnefs.”—¢ During his firft
<¢ Love, fays Mr. /Zefley, this is often true. Butit
‘¢ is not true afterwards, as we know and feel by
¢ melancholy Experience.”—How, Sir! Do you
yourfelf feel this 7 Where then is your finlefs Per-
fection ! Can they be perfect, whofe Love ceafes to
glow, and whofe Zeal lofes its Activity ? Does
Mzr. Wefley himfelf make this Confeflion ? Let him
then fay with us—And let us fay, with invariable
Stedfaftnefs, and with increafing Gratitude—Blefled
be GO D for Perfe&tion in FESUS CHRIST !

Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by
Obfervations made upon others ! Then thofe others,
I apprehend, if they do not exercife themfelves in
good Works, either have no Faith, and deceive both
you and themfelves—Or elfe they intermit and dif-
continue the Exertion of their Faith. Which nei-
ther detralts from the Efficacy of the Principle, nor
difproves Afpafia’s Opinion. It is not faid; The
Believer never trips, nor faulters in the Courfe of
his Obedience ; but, ‘he always adds to his Faith,
the Duties and Works of Obedience. Whenever
the former acts, the latter conftantly enfue. So long
as we live by the Faith of the SON of GOD, we
thall not fail to bring forth thofe Fruits of Righte-
oufnefs, which are through 7ESUS CHRIST.

This is ftrongly maintained, by A/pafie, in ano-
ther Place. ¢¢ It is as impoflible for the Sun to be
¢ in his Meridian Height, and not diffipate Dark-
¢ nefs, or diffufe Light; as for Faith to exift in
¢ the Soul, and not exalt the Temper, and melio-
¢ rate the Condu&.”—This is very forcibly implied,
in our LOR D’s Interrogation to his Difciples ;

E 3 IWhere

Lol
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Where is your Faith? It muft be dormant and in-
active, like the Sap of the Trees in Winter, or like
the Faculty of Reafoning in Sleep. Otherwife, it
would banith your Fears, even amidft the raging
Storm ; and produce an undaunted Confidence in
GOD your SAVIOUR.—The Defign of all
this, is, to evince the Wifdom of the Gofpel,
which lays fuch a Strefs upon Faith ; fo frequently
urges the Neceflity of Iaith, above and before all
Things ; reprefenting it, as the principal Work of
the divine SPIRIT, and the great Inftrument of
receiving Salvation. Hence it appears, that the fa-
cred Plan is not formed in vain; much lefs is it cal-
culated to fupprefs or difcourage real Holinefs.

¢¢ We no longer obey, in order to lay the Foun-
« dation fot our final Acceptance.” Thefe Words
1 read with Pleafure.—¢¢ That Foundation is al-
<¢ ready laid in the Merits of CHRIST :” Thefe
contemplate with ftill greater Satisfation.— But
when I come to the following Claufe, ¢ Yet we
“ obey, in order to our final Acceptance through
¢ his Merits,” with Difappointment and Regret I
cry ; How is the Gold become dim! How is the
moft fine Gold changed !

A Foundation, for what? Afpafis would reply s
For Pardon, for Reconciliation, and for everlafting
Salvation. For Peace of Confcience, for Accefs to
GOD, for every fpiritual and eternal Blefling.—
A Foundation, of what Kind? In all Refpelts per~
fet ; incapable of any Augmentation; not to be
ftrengthened, enlarged, or improved by all the Du-
ties and all the Deeds of Prophets, Apofiles, Mar-
tyrs. Becaufe it has Omnipotence for its Eftablifh-

ment.~A Foundation, for whom? For Sinners ; for
the
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the vileft and moft miferable of Sinners. That all
guilty and undone Wretches may come ; and though
ever fo weary, ever fo heavy laden, may caft their
Burthen upon this Rock of Ages ; in full Aflurance
of finding Reft, and obtaining Safety.

This is chearing; this is charming. What Pity
it is, that fuch an illuftrious Truth fhould be clouded,
fuch a precious Privilege fpoiled, by that ungracious
Sentence ! ¢« We obey in order to our final Accep-
¢¢ tance.”—DBut is this, Sir, your conftant Profeffi-
on? I muft do you the Juftice to own, that you
have happier Moments, and more becoming Appre-
henfions,—When you join in public Worthip, this
is your humble and juft Acknowledgment; ¢« Al-
“¢ though we be unworthy, through our manifold
¢¢ Sins, to offer unto Thee any Sacrifice; yet we
‘¢ befeech Thee to accept this our bounden Duty
€ and Service.”—When you criticife upon A/pafi,
the Note is changed, and this is the Purport of
your Strain; ¢¢ We befeech Thee to accept us, on
¢ Account of thefe our Services ; for we do them,
¢ O LORD, with a profefled View to this End.”—
To implore Acceptance for our Duties, confefles
them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, to
expect Acceptance on their Account, ftrongly inti-
mates their Excellency. That they are worthy in a
very high Degree ; fo as to obtain Favour, not for
themfelves only, but for a miferable Creature alfo,
who confefles himfelf fubjeét to manifold Sins.

I faid, ¢ on account of ”—For, if you obey, n
order to your final Acceptance ; furely, you muft
expect final Acceptance and eternal Life, on account
of your own Obedience. A poor Obje&t difplays his
Sores, and relates his Diftrefs, in order to obtain

E4 | your
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your Alms, Does he not then expect your Alms on
account of his Sores, his Diftrefs, and his piteous
Tale ?—What a Coalition is here, between Mr,
T¥eflzy and the Subjects of the triple Crown! I find
the whole Council of Trent eftablifhing his Senti-
ments by their anathematizing Decrce. Thefe are
their Words 5 ¢ If any one fhall fay, that the Righ-
¢ teous ought not, for their own good Works, to
¢¢ expe&t the eternal Reward, through the Merit of
«« FESUS CHR1S8T, let him be accurfed *.”
~—Do you fpeak of the Merit of CHR IST? So do
they. Do you, in fome Senfe, allow CHRIST to
be the Foundation ? So do they. Are your Works
to rear the Edifice, and perform the moft re[pettable
Part of the Bufinefs ? So are theirs.

By this Time, I believe, the thoughtful Reader
will guefs the Reafon, why you oppofe and decry
imputed Righteoufnefs. You are follicitous, it feems,
not barely for Works of Obedience, but for their
Value and Credit in the Affair of Salvation ; for
their Significancy and Influence, in winning the
Good-will of JEHOVAH. Since this is your No-
tion, you may well be offended at CHR/ST’s im~ -
puted Righteoufnefs. This will admit of no Partner
or Coadjutor. This, Sir, in the Cafe of Juftifica-
tion, pours Contempt upon all your moft laborious
Exercifes, and admired Attainments. Yea, this
being divine and inconceivably excellent, pours alt
around a Blaze of Glory, in which all our puny
Doings are loft, as the Stars in the meridian Sun-
fhine.

« We

* 8i quis dixerit, juflos non debere pro bonis opfrz/nu, ex=
peciare wternam  retributionem, per Jefu Chrifti meritum,

amz.ﬁemaff De Bon. Operl Lan, xxvi.
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<« We obey in order to final Acceptance.”—Me-
thinks, this difcovers no more Gratitude, than Wif-
dom. Is it not an officious Indignity to that noble
Goodnefs, which has fet forth FESUSCHRIST
for a Propitiation? Is it not a contemptuous Difre-
gard of that heavenly Voice, which faid, with fo
much Solemnity ; /n Him I am well pleafed with the
Children of Men.—Does this exalt, does it not de-
grade the SAVIOUR?? Does it mortify, does it
not cherifh the Pride of Man?—According to this
Scheme, the Merits of our LORD are the Foun-
dation, not immediately of our Acceptance, but of
that Situation only, in which we are {uppofed capa-
ble of acquiring it ourfelves. They are, in fhort,
no more than a mere Pedeftal ; on which human
Worth, or rather human Vanity may ftand exalted,
and challenge the Favour of Heaven.

Ah, Sir! Acceptance with GOD, is an im-
menfely rich and glorious Blefling: A high and tran-
fcendently precious Privilege : Incomparably too
high and glorious, to be obtained, in any Degree, by
fuch mean Obedience as yours and mine.—The
Pardon of Rebels againft the King of Kings! The
Reception of leprous Sinners into the Bofom of Hea-
ven! Shall fuch Effeéts, than which nothing can be
greater ; fhall fuch Benefits, than which nothing
can be richer; be afcribed to human Obedience?
What, but the very Diftration of our Difeafe, can
have occafioned or can account for a Thought, fo
extreme in Abfurdity —[Shall we, fordid Wretches,
with our ulcerous Sores, our withered Limbs, and
a Stupor over all our Faculties ; fhall we think our-
felves able to do fomething for H1 M, who needeth
not the Services of Angels? Nay, to do fome-

: thing
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thing confiderable enough, to found a Claim to that
tranfcendent Honour and Happinefs, the Light of
bis Countenance ! |—Qur Adorations ! Our Thank{-
givings ! Our Praifes! Our Prayers! Our Preach-
ing ! Our facramental Duties! What are they all
but filthy Rags *, compared with his inconceivable
Holinefs and Glory ! What Part of his Work do
we attempt, but we debafe it with our deplorable
Imperfections, or pollute it with our very Touch ?—
Shame then belongs to us, Shame and Confufion of
Face, whenever we look to ourfelves or our own
Performances. Wohile all our Comfort, all our
Hope, is to be derived from the only Righteous One
CHRIST fESUS.

If we know not enough of our own Meannefs
and Impotency, let us liften to the Prophet Jfaiah +.
In order to our Acceptance with G O D, he informs
us, Lebanon with all her ftately Cedars 25 not fuffrcient
to burny nor all the Beafls, that range through her
extenfive Shades, fufficient for a Burnt-Offering. Na-
tions, whole Nations, avail no more than fingle

Perfons.

* Jfa.lxiv. 6. In fuch a Light, T cannot but look
upon the Services and Works of frail Man. In fuch a
Light they are reprefented, in various Parts of our pub-
lic Devotions. And if we are but humble enough to'con-
fels ourfelves Sinners, in fuch a Light they muff appear to
every difcerning and impartial Eye. Since nothing,
even in Hcll itfelf, 1s more loathfome, or imparts a
more horrid Defilement, than Sin.—If {fuch Services are
a fweet-fmelling Savour to GOD, it is owing to that
copious Incenfe, (bvuwapale @ome, Rew. viii. 3.) which
arifes from the golden Cenfer and the golden Altar.
(Rew. viii. 3.) It 1s wholly owing to the infinite Dignity
and all-recommending Efficacy of CHRIST's Blood,
Interceflion, and Righteoufnefs.

+ e 3118, 16, 17,
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Perfons. Should they unite their Abilities, and cx-
ert all their Efforts, to do fomething which may re-
commend them to JEHOV AH *; all would be
be mean, ineffeCtual, defpicable. Mean, as the.
Drop of a Bucket, which falls to the Ground, and
none regards it. IneffeCual, as the Duft upon the
Balance, which wants even that fmall Degree of Im-
petus, neceflary to turn the moft nicely poifed Scales.
Defpicable, as the Atom ihat floats in the Air, and
has not Weight enough to fettle itfelf on any Ob-
je&t.—Should “you reply ; In ail thefe Things there
is fome, though very little Subftance. The Prophet
farther declares; That @/l Nations in the World,
with all their Virtues, Accomplithments, and
Works, would, before the infinitely majeftic GOD,
be as Nothing, lefs than Nothing, yea, Vanity it-
felf. Incapable, abfolutely incapable of winning
his Favour, or doing any Thing worthy of his No-
tice +.— Bleiled therefore, for ever bleffed be di-

vine

* Do we want to learn the Prophet’s Aim and Defign,
in this magnificent Paragraph? We may, to our great
Satisfadtion, confult his fagacious and devout Commen-
tator Vitringa. Hic altius furgens oratio, non tantum omne
meritum abjudicat carni, fed docet etiam & inculcat, effe hac
omnia que gentes ad placandum numen finxerunt, merum nibil
& inane.  Nullum plane pondus afferre in commendatione
caufe fuce apud Deum : imo effe nihilo ipfe & inani inferiora,
Ji quid nibilo minus fingi & cogitari poffit.  Nom potefl in na-
tura : fed fingi poteft & obtinet in acomomia [pirituali. Efl
enim 1bi quod ita nox prodelt ad obtinendam juflitiam apud
Deum, ut fimul nocear. Cujus gemeris funt omnia svpnpole
& commenta Japientiw carmis. Non tantum Deo non com-
mendant, [ed potius iram & indignationem divinam provocant.

1+ May I be allowed to elucidate the noble Paflage,
quoted above ? Sure I am, the Reader will not be dif-
pleafed with the Digreflion, unlefs the Annotator fails in

the Execution, and has the Misfortune
—Egregium
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vine Grace, that we have a great High-Prieft, in

whom GOD is pleafed ; is well pleafed ; and his
| very
—  ~— —  Egregium opus
Culpa deterere ingeni.

The Prophet, ftruck with the Contemplation of a
moft glorious Perfonage, cries out, like one tranfported
and amazed, #Who? Never was any Thing comparable
to him, either exifting in Nature, or imaged by Fancy.
Who bath meafured the Waters, the unfathomable Deep,
and the boundlefs Wave; meafured them, not in his
capacious Ciftern, but iz ‘the Hollow of his Hand 2 Who
bath meted out Heaven, an Expanfe in which Worlds re-
volve, and extended to Immenfity; meted it, not with
an out ftretched Line, but avith the Span of his Fingers ?
Who bath comprebended the Duft of the Earth, all the folid
Contents of this prodigioufly large Globe, as a little Pit-
tance in the fmalleft Meafure 2 Who hath aveighed the Moun-
tains, with all their ponderous Ridges, and the Hills,
with all their mafly Rocks, as a Man weigheth an Ounce
or a Dram in his Scales *—Here I would only obferve the
judicious Choice of Objeéts. By far the moit diftinguithed
and magnificent, that the Univerfe affords. The Abyfs
of Waters, and the Circnit of the Skies! The Dimen-
fions of the Earth, and the Elevation of the Mountains !
Compared with whxch the loftieft Groves are lefs than
the Hyflop on the Wall and the moft ample Cities, are
{inaller than a Grain of Muftard-Seed.

Then follows a Comparifon, more admirable, if it be
poflible, than this fine Defcription. "Bebold! The Na-
tions, whether on the neighbouring Continent or in the
remoteft Ifles, are, before this exalted Being, as the {mall
Drop of a Bucket, which is almoft too {canty to deferve
our Notice. They are as the {fmaller Duft upon the Ba-
lance, which is not fufficient even to turn the hovering
Scale. They are as the {malleft Atom, which has not
Weight enough to reach the Ground, nor Force enough
to refift the {lightett Undulations of the Air. Yea, all
the Nations of the Earth, amidft all their Pomp and
Grandeur, with all their boafted Accomplifhments and
admired Works, are before this incomprehenfible GOD,
as a mere Nothing.—Can Language go farther? Can
Imagination take a bolder Flight{ Yes; the aftonithingly

rich
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very Soul delighteth. ‘Whofe Sacrifice, and who(e
Work, have merited all the Good, that Sinners can
want, or the ALMIGHT Y can beftow.

If we are not yet duly humbled, nor willing to
profefs ourfelves beholden to divine Grace alone ;
if we ftill refolve to be Principals or Partners with
the one MEDIATOR, in the Purchafe of the
ineftimable Jewel, let us fear, left the LOR D our
Righteoufnefs refent fuch a Difhonour done to Him-
felf ; and f{wear in his Wrath, that we fhall have
neither Lot nor Portion in this Matter. Of this He
has exprefsly warned us by his Apoftle 3 If ye be cir-
cumcifed, CHRIST jhall profit you nothing. What
would St. Paul teach us, by this folemn Protefta-
tion ?—That no few can be faved? Himfelf was an
Hebrew of the Hebrews. Circumcifed the eighth
Day.—That a Chriftian would, by receiving Cir-
cumcifion after his Converfion to CHRIST, for-

feit

rich Ideas of the Prophet add a Heightening, a redoubled
Heightening even to this inimitable Pi¢ture. The King-
doms of the World, with all their Inhabitants, and all
their Honours, are lefs than nothing ; are lefs than Va-
nity itfelf, in the Eftimate of the Almighty JEHOVAH.
This, if I am not greatly miftaken, is one of the moft
highly finithed Sketches of the Beautiful and Sublime, ex-
tant in the whole Compafs of Letters.—Let us always re-
member, that the majeftic Perfon, whom it defcribes, is
our Atonement and Righteoufnefs (ver. 2.) is our Shep-
herd and Guide (ver. 11.) it will then be one of the
moft confolatory and delightful Truths, in all the Book
of GOD.—And O! may we never forget, that the fmall
Drop of the Bucket, the {fmaller Duft on the Balance, the
volatile Atom, and that which is lefs than nothing, are
intended to fhew us, what Figure our own Endeavours,
Works, and Daties make in the Sight of Almighty GOD.
We fhall then have a Doétrine, moft powerful to humble
us, to abafe us, and to teach us to renounce our owa
Righteoufnefs, ]
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feit all his Privileges ¢ No ; for he himfelf circume
cifed 7imothy, to gain him a fair Hearing from the
Judaizing Bigots.—Or is Circumcifion here ufed,
by Way of Synecdoche, for the ceremonial Law ?
Teaching us, that, as the Mofaic Rites were now
abolifhed, an Attempt to continue the Obfervance
of them, would be an unpardonable Oppofition to
the Defigns of Providence ! The charitable Compro-
mife, recorded in the xivth to the Romans, leads to
a different Conclufion. — Or did thofe feducing
Teachers, who required this Conformity from the
Gentile Converts, require them to renounce
CHRIST, and relapfe into mere Judaifm ! Nei-
ther is this at all fuppofable. They only required
fuch 2 Conformity, ¢ in order to their Acceptance
¢ through his Merits ;” which they never rejeéted,

but enly placed as a Foundation for their own.
What then can be meant by, CHRIST fhall
profit you nothing, if ye be circumcifed? 1f ye make
Circumcifion, or any Thing whatever, befides the
Righteoulnefs of C H RIS T, neceflary to your Ac-
ceptance with G O D, ye fhall receive no Advantage
from all that the REDEEMER has done and fuf-
fered. This is to halt between Works and Grace,
between CHRIST and Self. And fuch divided
Regards, He will interpret as an Affront, rather
than an acceptable Homage. Indeed, this is, in
Chriftians, the grand Apoftacy. By this they deny
the Sufficiency of their SAVIOUR’s moft con-
fummate Righteoufnefs. They caft themfelves en- -
tirely out of the Covenant of Grace, and muft ex-

pect no Salvation but by doing the whole Law.
This is the awful apoftolic Caution. To which
let me fubjoin the plain apoftolic Inftruélion—7Ye
5 are
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are accepteds fays St. Paul, not partially, but entire-
ly ; not occafionally, but finally, in the BELOVED,
All Acceptance, of whatever Kind, or whatever Date,
is wholly in Him, not in any Thing of our own.—
The Author to the Hebrews afirms ; That CHRIST
hath obtained Redemption, not left it to be accom-
plifhed, either in greater or {maller Meafure, by our
Diligence and Duties. No; He Himfelf hath ob-
tained, both prefent and final, yea, complete and
eternal Redemption for us.  And will you, Sir, afcribe
to your own Obedience, what the Apoftle fo exprefsly
afcribes, and fo entirely appropriates, to the bleffed
JESUS?!—The fame Writer aflures us; That
CHRIST, by one Offering, bath perfeiied for ever,
them that are fanétified. Them that are cleanfed with
the Blood of Sprinkling, He hath not only dif-
charged from the Guilt of Sin, but rendered them
unblameable and unreproveable, before the Majefty
of Heaven. He hath done all that is neceflary for
their full, perfect, and everlafting Acceptation.
Yes ; whether it be in Life or Death ; whether it be
at the Throne of Grace, or the Tribunal of Judg-
ment ; during the Span of Time, or through the
Ages of Eternity; all that is neceflary for our per-
fect Acceptation is done. Done by an infinitely
better Hand, than our own; by an infinitely better
Expedient, than any human Obedience,

Do, by thefe Remonftrances, fet at nought true
Holinefs ? Or f{uppofe a Salvation, feparate from
holy Obedience ? You, Sir, cannot entertain fuch a
Suppofition ; fince, in your very laft Remark, you
was diffatisfied with my infifting on the mfeparable
Connection of a living Faith, and Works of Righ-
tecufnefs,—1 honour and prize Works of Righte-

oufnefs.
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oufnefs. I would inceflantly inculcate, both the
indifpenfable Neceflity, and the manifold Utility, of
holy Obedience. We are redeemed, that we may
be zealous of good Works. We are created in
CHRIST FESUS, that we may be able to do good
Works. And by good Works we are to glorify our
- FATHER which is in Heaven.

Only I would have good Works know their proper
Station, and their proper Office. I am far from
fetting at nought the Services of the Hand or the
Foot. But I fhould very much difapprove their
Defign; I fhould utterly defpife their Pretenfions;
if they fhould offer to intrude themfelves on the
Province of the Eye, or act as the Organs of Sight.
Apply this Simile to the Obedience of Man, and
Juftification before GOD, or Acceptance with GOD;
you will then fee, in what Rank I place, in what
Efteem I hold, both the one and the orher.

As I would have Obedience know its proper
Place, fo I would have it take a right Form. The
Obedience, which you propofe, is the Obedience of
the Bond-Man, not of the free. A Slave, bought
with our Money, obeys in order to be accepted. A
Servant, hired to difpatch our Bufinefs, obeys in
order to receive his Wages. But the Child obeys,
becaufe he is beloved; becaufe he is the Heir; and
all Things, which the Father hath, are his.

¢ Obey in order to Acceptance !”—Indeed, Sir,
you quite miftake the Principle and Source of Chriftian
Obedience. Nor fhall I undertake to retify your
‘miftaken Apprehenfions, left you fhould fcorn to
learn from an Inferior. I will refer you to a Set of
"Teachers, from whom you need not blufh to receive

Inftruction, But as this may demand a very parti-
cular
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cular Confideration, I fhall poftpone it to fome fu-
ture Opportunity, and aflign to it a diftin& Epiftle.

In the mean Time, if you fhould atk; Why I
have been fo copious upon this Point? I anfwer ;
Becaufe it is a‘Matter of the utmoft Importance.
An Error on this Subje&t, is as detrimental to our
fpiritual Welfare, as a Fault in the firft Conco&tion
is to the animal Conftitution. A Miftake concern-
ing Acceptance with GOD, muft fet in a falfe
Light every religious Truth, and fhed a malignant
Influence on every religious Sentiment.

If you afk 5 Why I have repeated the obnoxious
Propofition, almoft as frequently as the Rams-Horns
founded the fatal Blaft, on the Day when Fericho
was overthrown? I anfwer; For the very fame
Purpofe. To overthrow, if poflible, fo pernicious
a Notion. To lay it as low, as the Fortifications
of that devoted City. And I hope, neither Mr.
Wefley, nor any other, will attempt to rebuild it,
left they lay the Foundation theresf, in the Difhonour
of the blefled RED EEMER ; and fet up the Gates
of it, in the Diftrefs of precious Souls. Both which
Effeéts, I am perfuaded, are very remote from your
Intention. That they may be equally remote from
your Preaching, your Writing, and all your Doc-
trine, is the fincere Wifh of, &,

F LET.LER
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REv. SIR,

Had, in the Warmth of my Concern, almoft

forgot to take Notice of a Text, which you pro-
duce from 1 Zim. vi. 17, 18, 19. And, which is
fomewhat ftrange, produce as a Proof, that the
Apoftle requires Chriftians ¢ to obey, in order to
¢¢ their final Acceptance.”

Is Paul then become the Apoftate? And do the
Curfes, which he has denounced againft the Se-
ducers of the Galatian Converts, fall at length on his
own Head ? He placed Timothy at Epbefus, as a Bul=
wark againft the Encroachments of other Dodtrines.
Woas it with a Referve for Liberties of this Kind,
which he himfelf fhould take?! Can we think his
Mind fo much altered, fince he told thofe very
£phefians, that, without feeking Acceptance through
their Obedience, they were already accepted in the
BELOVED? Does he now retra&t the bleffed
Truth? Advifing the Rich, to raife a Cloud of
golden Duft, that it may cover their Sins, and waft
them to the Skies? At the fame Time, excluding
the Poor from the Fellowthip of this new Gofpels
and the Hope of Glory. Is he grown athamed of
that Righteoufnefs of GO D, which, he aflured the
Romans, was the Power of GOD unto Salvation,
only through Believing? And are we, Sir, grown

weary of that pure Doétrine, which was reftored to
us,



Let. IV. Reverend Mr. WESL E Y. 67

us, by our glorious Reformers? Are we willing to
give up the Depofitum, and return to the more
than Egyptian Darknefs of Friars and Monks ! with
whom

—  —  Calum ¢ft venale DEUS que 2

But to the Point.—I fhall tranfcribe the Text,
and add a fhort Paraphrafe. Which may, perhaps,
explain the Meaning, and beft refute the Obje&ion.
Charge them that are rich in this World, that they do
Good, that they be rich in good Works, ready to diftri-
bute, willing to communicate 5 laying up in Store for
themfelves a good Foundation, that they may lay hold on
eternal Life.  Charge them, thofe Believers * among
you, who are rich in this World; that they do Good,
that, as Members of CHR 1S7, they thew Kind-
nefs, and exercife Beneficence to others. That they
be rich in good Works, abounding in thofe Works and
Labours of Love, which flow from Faith, or a com-
fortable Perfuafion of their Intereft in CHRIST.
Ready to diftribute, on all proper Occafions, with
Chearfulnefs amd Delight; as counting it more
blefled to give, than to receive. #illing, even with-
out Sollicitation, to communicate ; and not only em-

bracing, but feeking every Opportunity of relieving
E 2 the

[* The Exhortation is addrefled, not to the Ungodly,
but to true Believers. Who had received CHRIS7, and
were f{aved through Grace. Confequently, had no Need
to wiz or attain eternal Life, but only to make it, in
their own Apprehenfion, or to their own Confciences,
more and more fure. Had they been unconverted Peo-
ple, the Apoltle would, like his divine MASTER dif-
courfing with the rich, but unregenerate Nicodemus,
have ftruck at the Root of their Mifery ; and {poke of
more important Things, than diftributing a little fhining
Duft among the Poor.]
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the Neceflitous. Lightly eiteeming all that is called
Wealth here below ; and laying up in Store for them-
felves another Kind of Treafure, [even CHRIST;
who is the Pearl of Price, and the true Riches.]
This will be a good Foundation of Hope, of Comfort,
and Joy : Againfl the Time to come, whether it be the
trying Seafon of Sicknefs, the awful Hour of Death,
or the more tremendous Day of Judgment. That,
placing their Affetions on Him, and having their
T'reafure in Him, they may be found wife Merchants.
Not grafping Uncertainties and Shadows, but /aying

fafl Hold on * {ure and fubftantial Poffeflions ; even
on eternal Life.

We cflablifb the Law : We provide for its Honour
by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST 5 fays Afpafio.—

¢« Can you pofiibly think, replies Mr. /7%¢/ley, that
€ St. Paul meant this {”’—DBefore 1 anfwer this

Queftion,

* Take faft Hold on—thus I would tranflate that empha-
tical compound Word eminaSwlas. Which agrees with the
Experience of the Chriftian, and is not without the Autho-
rity of the Critic.—With zbe Experience of the Chrifiian.
Since Believers, by the Exercife of Faith, producing all
good Works, are continually maintaining and increafing
their Hold of CHRIST ; and of that eternal Life, which
1s given them in Him, __With the Authority of she Critic.
For the Word fignifies, ¢ To feize with great Vehe-
“ mency ; to lay Hold on with both Hands, as upon a
* Thing we are glad to have got, and will be loth to let
“ go again.” Leicu’s Crit. Sacr.—That it does not,
in this Connettion, denote an apprehending of fome-
what, not taken hold of before, is evident from Verfe
the twelfth, where this very Exhortation is directed to
Timothy himfelf ; who was an eminent Man of GOD,
and the Subje&t of particular Prophecies ; was a Believer
of the firft Clafs, and an undoubted Heir of Life and
Immortahty Who needed not, therefore # attain, but
to live in the fiedfaft Hope and unintermitted Expecta-
tion of the glorious Inheritance.

_ . Aweg. B P
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Queftion, give me Leave to afk another. Have you,
Sir, done Juftice to Afpafio? 1s what you quote,
the whole of his Interpretation ? Have you not fe-
creted a Sentence, which fpeaks the very Thing, you
blame for omitting ?

A Member of the Houfe of Commons, haranguing
the honourable Aflembly, took the Liberty to aflert;
¢ The Gentlemen in the Minifterial Intereft, never
¢¢ propofe any Thing for the Good of their Coun-
‘¢ try.”—TThis was no fooner uttered, thana warm
Partizan of the other Side ftarting up, complained
loudly of Calumny and Scandal. Hold, Sir, for a
Moment, faid-the interrupted Orator. Let me juft
finith my Sentence, and then give Vent to your ve-
hement Inveétives. My Intention was to have ad-
ded ; ¢ but we in the Oppofition readily agree to
¢ their Meafures.”—Upon hearing this Explana-
tion, the Houfe fmiled, and the hafty Zealot fat
down afhamed.

Let me produce the whole Period, now under
Confideration. Then I believe, the Reader will al-
low, that Mr. 77fley has imitated this hafty Gentle-
man, in one Inftance ; and whether he has not fome
Reafon to imitate him in another, I fthall leave to his
own Determination.—Immediately after the Difplay
of free Juftification, or of Righteoufnefs imputed
without Works *, Afpafio, aware of the Poffibility
of abufing his Do&rine, afferts the indifpenfable
Neceflity of Holinefs. 'This done, as quite cleared
from the Accufation, he triumphs with the Apoftle;
“ Do we then make void the Law, through Faith, in
¢ the imputed Righteoufnefs of our LORD? GO D
“ forbid! Yea, we eflablifh the Law. Confidered as

F 3 ¢ the
¥ Rom. iw'p.



20 LETTERS # the  Let. IV,

<¢ the original Covenant of Life ; we provide for its
¢¢ Honour, by the perfect Obedience of CHR IS T.
¢ Confidered as the invariable Standard of Duty ;
<« we enforce its Obfervance, by the moft rational,
“ manly, and endearing Motives *.”—Here, Sir,
was hardly any Room for the Precipitancy of Inter-
ruption, becaufe the whole Paflage lay before you.
And it is a little furprifing, that you fhould {ee and
animadvert upon the former Claufe ; yet neither fee,

nor regard the Claufe immediately following.
¢ Did fuch a Thought (of eftablithing the Law,
¢ by the Atonement and Righteoufnefs of CHRIST)
¢ ever enter into St. Paul’s Mind !”—Let the pre-
ceding Context determine. Has the Apoftle been
opening the true Senfe of the Precepts, that they
might be rightly underftood ? Has he been incul-
cating the inviolable Obligation of the Precepts, that
they might be duly pratifed? Has he not been af-
ferting a Juftification abfolutely free, effected by the
Righteoufnefs of G OD,” without any Co-agency
from the Righteoufnefs of Man? Does he not, in
the laft Words, profefledly encounter the Obje&tion,
which, in every Age, has been raifed againft this
facred Dollrine? ¢ Hereby you neglect and dif-
¢ honour the divine Law.” No ; fays the infpired
Apologift, the Law is hereby eflablifbed, and thewn
to be more ftable than Earth or Heaven. 'The grand
Legiflator Himfelf {fhall be humbled to its Obedi-
ence; the G OD who gave the Law, fhall bleed for
its Penalties ; rather than a Tittle fail of its due
Accomplithment.—Magnified thus, the Law indeed
is, and made for ever honourable. And though A4/~
pafia does not exclude our practical Regards, I do
verily,

* Theron and Afpafic, Vol. L. p. 200.

~
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verily, for my own Part, believe ; that the former
Sentiment, againft which you exclaim, was upper-
moft with the Apoftle, and is the chief Defign of
the Text.

Yes, Sir; it was the Apoftle’s chief Defign, to
fhew the perfet Confiftency of free Juftification with
the moft awful Glories of the DEITY ; and thereby
lay a firm Foundation for the Hope of a Sinner.
Had Juftice, which is the effential Glory of GOD’s
Nature, or the Law, which is the revealed Glory
of his Will—had either of thefe been violated, by
the evangelical Scheme ; benign and defirable as it
1s, it muft have been utterly rejeted; it could
never have taken Place ; the whole Warld muft
have perifhed, rather than fuch an Injury be offered to
any of the Divine Perfetions. Therefore St, Paul
moft fweetly teaches, and moft fatisfattorily proves,
that inftead of being injured, they are moft illuftri-
oufly difplayed by the Obedience and Death of
CHRIST. By this Means, JEHOV AH is in-
flexibly juft, even in juftifying the Ungodly ; and
his Law is highly exalted, even in abfolving the
‘T'ran{greflor, that believeth in 7ESUS.

Here is firm Footing 5 here is folid Rock,

Solid Rocky, on which the Sinner may reft, who is
well nigh funk in Defpair ; while the Waves and
Billows of divine Indignation go over his alarmed
Soul.—Firm Footing, on which he may proceed,
who fees the Importance of his eternal Interefts, and
does not rifque them on the vague Notion of mere
Mercy. Dares not give into the modifh Religion,
which leaves™ fuch venerable Things, as the ]uﬂicc}

F 4 +Or
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of the moft High and the Law of the moft Holy,
deftitute of their due Honour. And leaves fuch im-
potent Creatures as Men, to fhift for themfelves, by
doing the beft they can.

«¢ The plain Meaning is, we eftabiith both the
¢« true Senfe, and the effectual Praétice of the
¢ Law: We provide for its being both underftood
< and practifed in its full Extent.”—How can you
make this Provifion, if you fet afide the confummate
Obedience of CHRIST? Who is the End of the
Law for Rigbteoufnefs 5 for accomplifhing that Righ-
teoufnefs, which its Precepts defcribe, and its Con-
ftitution demands.

O! Sir, did. you confider, what that meaneth,
which the Apoftle ftyles 7o aduadov 72 vopz, you
would not ufe this Language. Can we—can fuch
miferable Sinners as we, ever dream of effeually
pra&ifing, in its full Extent, that Law, which con-
demns every Failure ; which requires Truth in the
inward Parts, which infifts upon Perfe&ion, abfo-
lute Perfe@ion, in every Inftance, and on all Occa-
fions ; charging us,

With A& intenfe, and unremitted Nerve,
o hold a Courfe unfaultering,

to the very End of our Lives, and from the Begin-
ning of them too.—Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to
this moft fublime Sanctity of the divine Law. Then,
inftead of faying, We provide for its Performance in
the full Extent of its Demands; you will probably
fay, with a more becoming Modefty, we provide for
its Performance, in a Way of willing, chearful, fin-

cere Obedience. Still looking unto HIM for Jufti-
fication,
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fication, who has, in our Name, and as our Surety,
fulfilled it to the very uttermoft.

It is, I apprehend, one of your leading Errors,
that you form low, fcanty, inadequate Apprehenfi-
ons of G O D’s Law. That Law, which is a bright
Reprefentation of his moft pure Nature ; a beautiful
Draught of his mofit holy Will, and never, fince the
Fall, has been perfectly exemplified in any living
Charaéter, but only in the Man CHRIST JESUS.—
From this Error, many others muft unavoidably fol-
low. A Difefteem of imputed Righteoufnefs, and a
Conceit of perfonal Perfection. A Spirit of legal
Bondage, and, I fear, a ‘Tinture of Pharifaical
Pride.

Should Mr. #efley afk; Why I harbour fuch a
Sufpicion, concerning his Sentiments in this Parti-
cular ? I anfwer ; Becaufe, here, he fpeaks of prac-
tifing this Law, which is fo exceeding broad, in its
full Extent. Becaufe, elfewhere, he reprefents the
Violations of this Law, whofe leaft Tittle is of
greater Dignity than Heaven and Earth, as fmall
Matters ; as petty Offences; or, to ufe his own
Words, as ¢ Things not exactly right.” — But
more of this hereafter,

Afpafio, to vindicate the Equity of the future
Judgment, declares; ¢ I fee nothing arbitrary in
<¢ this Procedure ; but an admirable Mixture of juft
¢ Severity, and free Goodnefs. On thofe, who
¢ reject the Atonement, juft Severity. To thofe,
¢¢ who rely on their SAVIOUR, free Good-
¢ nefs.”—Mr. Wefley, as though he would excul-
pate the Ungodly, afks, ¢¢ Was it ever poffible for
¢ them, not to reject i”—What fays our infallible

Counfellor;
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Counfellor ; the TEACHER fent from GOD?
They will not come to ME, that they may bhave Life.
They rejected his Counfel.  They would not ceafe
from their own Works, and betake themfelves
wholly to the Righteouinefs of CHRIST. 'This
Method of Salvation they difliked. It was Fool-
ithnefs unto them. ‘Therefore, they were difobe-
dient to the heavenly Call.—Does this take away
their Guilt? Muft GOD be reckoned unjuft in
punifhing, becaufe Men are obftinate in their Un-
belief ?

G O D does not require me, as you too injurioufly
hint, to ¢ touch Heaven with my Hand,” in order
to elcape Damnation. But He invites and requires
me, to accept of CHRJST and his Salvation. If]
intent upon any imaginary Accomplithments of my
own, I over-look the Gift; or if, eager in the Pur-
fuit of worldly Gratifications, I trample upon it; is
not the Fault entirely my own? Does it not pro-
ceed from the Folly of my Mind, or the bad Difpo-
fition of my Heart ; and leave my Conduct without
Excufe?

Juftification is complete, the firft Moment we be-
lieve ; and is incapable of Augmentation. Thus A/~
pafin{peaks. 'Thus Mr. Zefley replies, ¢ Not fo.”—
And has he, for his Authority, a fingle Text of
Scripture ? No; but the whole Council of Trent.
One of whofe Canons dogmatizes in this Manner.
< If any fhall affirm, that Righteoufnefs received is
¢ pot preferved, and increafed likewife, by good
¢« Works; but that good Works are only the Fruits
¢ and Signs of Juftification obtained, not the
¢ Means of increafing it alfo, let him be ac-

curfed.”
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«¢ curfed *.”—I am forry, Sir, to fee you again in
fuch Company. And I would hope, if it were not
an unhandfome Reflection, you did not know your
Affociates. Yet it is ftrange, that a Proteflant Di-
vine thould have been fo inattentive, to the main
Part of his Character ; or fhould be able to forget,
that complete Juftification, through the Righteouf-
nefs of our LO R D alone, is the very Effence, Soul,
and Glory of the Reformation.

But let us examine the Point.— Juftification, I ap-
prehend, is one fingle A& of divine Grace. It muft,
therefcre, be exther done, or undone. If done, in
my very Idea of the A&, it includes Completenefs.
So that to fpeak of incomplete Jultification, is a
Contradition in Terms. Like fpeaking of dark
Sun-fhine, or a round Square.

An incomplete Juftification feems, in the very
Nature of Things, to be an abfolute Impoffibility.
Even an earthly Judge cannot juftify, where there is
the leaft Departure from Integrity. He may over-
look ; he may fhew Clemency; he may forgive.
But he cannot, in fuch a Cafe, pronounce righteous.
Much lefs can we fuppofe, that Juftification thould
take Place before an infinitely pure and jealous
G O D, unlefs a// Guilt be done away, and the Per-
fon be rendered completely righteous.

Befides ; can that Juftification be other than com-
plete, which is brought to pafs by the moft majeftic
SON of GOD? By his perfectly holy Nature; by
his mﬁmte]y precious Sufterings 3 and by his incon-

ceivably

* 8i quis dixerit, juflitiam acceptan: non confervari, atque
etiam non augeri coram Deo per opera bona : Sed opera ipja
Srultus folummodo & figna effe juflificationis adepta, non etiam

ipfius augende canjam, anatherma eflo.  Sefl. vi. Can. 24.
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ceivably meritorious Obedience ? This, if any Thing
in the World, mulft be abfolutely complete ; beyond
Compare, and beyond Imagination complete ; to {peak
all in 2 Word, complete in Proportion to the Dig-

nity, Perfection, and Glory of the Accomplifher.
Is any fuch Notion, as an incomplete Juftifica-
tion, to be found in the Bible ? St. Paul fays, Whofo-
ever believeth is juflified 5 to all Intents and Purpofes
juftified. No, fays Mr. /#%fley ; he may be jufti-
fied only in Part or by Halves.—He that believeth,
adds the Apottle, is juftified from all Things. No,
replies Mr. /7%fley ; many that believe, efpecially in
the Infancy of their Faith, are juftified only from
fome Things. Thereis no Neceflity, that Juftifica-
tion fhould be complete, when or where-ever it exifts.
Is there no Neceflity? Why then does the Voice
of Infpiration aflert ; T'hat the Righteoufnefs of GO D,
1s upon them that believe? Can a Man have that
incomparably magnificent Righteoufnefs, and yet be -
incompletely juftified 7—Does not the fame infpired
Writer declare—That this perfe& and divine Righ-
teoufnels is upon a//; not upon fome only, but upon
all Believers? Whether they be weak or ftrong;
whether in the firft Moments of their Converfion,
or in the laft Stage of their Warfare.—Yes ; and he
farther aflures us, That there 15 no Difference. No Dif-
ference, with regard to the Righteoufnefs itfelf; for
it is the one everlafling Righteoufnefs of the incarnate
GOD. No Difference, as to the Reality of its
Imputation ; for it is unto all, and upen all. No
~ Difference, in the Way of receiving it ; which is &y
Faith in FESUS CHRIST. Confequently, no
Difference in the Fruits or Effe&s; which are Par-

don and Acceptance, iree and full Juftification.

Is
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Is Mr. Wefley, like the Popi/b Party, an Advocate

for a firft, for afecond, for I know not how many
Juftifications ? According to this Scheme indeed,
Juftification may be an incomplete Thing. But the
Misfortune attending this Scheme, is, that it has no
Foundation in Scripture. The Scripture knows no-
thing of it; the Scripture declares againft it; and
acknowledges, as but one Faith, but one Baptifm,
{fo but one Juftification.

This is the grand fcriptural Maxim; HE lath,
by one Oblation, perfecied for ever, them that are fanéii-
fied. 'The Oblation is one, needing no Repetition,
and no Appendage. It does not partially accom-
plith, but perfes the Bufinefs of Juftification.
Perfets it, not at the laft only, but from firlt to
laft ; yea, for ever and ever. In Behalf of all thofe,
who are fan&tified ; or made Partakers of this great
Sacrifice, and this divine Atonement.

This is the fine fcriptural Illuftration ; 7% Her,
even while he is a Child, is Lord of all. You bhave,
perhaps, a Son born. Upon this Child you multi--
ply your Favours and Carefles. He grows in Wii-
dom and Stature. Yet neither your Favours, nor
his Growth, add any Thing to his Sonthip, nor
augment his Right to your Inheritance. With both
thefe he was invefted, the firft Moment he drew
Breath. So, we are no fooner juftified, than we
are Heirs 3 Hers of GO D, and joint Heirs with
CHRIST. The Perception and Enjoyment of this
Privilege may increafe. But the Privilege itfelf, like
the Birth-right of the Firft-born, is incapable of
Augmentation,

- Would Mr. #efley, with the Followers of 4rmi-
mu:, exclude the Rlohteoumeia of CHRIST; and

7 introduce
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introduce fomething of Man’s, as the efficient, or
as a concurrent, Caufe of Juftification ? Then like-
wife his Notion of a gradual, a variable, an incom-
plete Juftification, muft enfue. Whether it be
-Faith, which he would introduce for this Purpofe,
or Repentance, or fincere Obedience, or whatever
elfe he pleafes; according to the Meafure of thefe
Works or Graces, muft be the Degree of Juftifica-
tion. And not only as to different Perfons, but as
to the fame Perfon, at different Times.

Farther ; fince all thefe Endowments are, fo long
as we continue in the prefent State, imperfect; our
Juftification muft, according to this Plan, unavoida-
bly partake of their Imperfetions. It cannot be en-~
tire and lacking nothing, till Mortality is fwallow-
ed up of Life.—But how contrary is this to a
Cloud of Witnefles from the Scriptures ! Ye are,
even now, juflified. He hath, even in this prefent
Time, reconciled youto GOD. Through the Birth
and Death of IMMANUEL, there is not only
Peace on Earth, but Geod-will towards Men ; evdoxiay
Favour, Complacency, and Love, from the holy
G O D, to the fallen Soul. And is not this complete
Juftification ?

¢ There may be as many Degrees in the Favour,
“ as in the Image of G OD.”—This Objection
turns upon a Suppolfition, that the Favour of GOD
towards us, is occafioned by the Image of GOD in
us. Which is the Doltrine of the Law; the very
Language of Heathenifm ; and has not a Savour of
that Gofpel, in which CHRIST is all. And 1
think myf{clf more concerned, to remove fuch very
prejudicial Miftakes, than to fift and adjuft any nice

Speculations, relating to Degrees of the divine Fa-
your,
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vour, Afpafic has touched this Point. Referring
you to his Obfervation, I fhall ¢onfine myfelf to a
more interefting Subject.

It s CHR IST, who has vedeemed us to GO D, to
the Favour and Fruition of GOD, by his Blsed.
By his Blood alone, without any Aid from out
Goodnefs, or any Co-operation from any Crea-
ture.—His Work pleafes GOD. His Work mag-
nifies the Law. His Work is incomparably the
nobleft of all Things in Heaven or Earth. This
therefore is our Recommendation to the divine Ma-
jefty. Interefted in this, we ftand perfe&ly righte-
ous before the KIN G immortal, and fhall be eter-
nally acceptable in his Sight.—It was only on Ac-
count of Abrabam’s Supplication, that GO D fhewed
Compaflion to Abimelech. It was only on Account
of 7ob’s Interceflion, that the LORD was pacified
towards his three Friends. And itis only on Ac-
count of CHRIST’s Righteoufnefs, that the
HIGH and HOLY ONE beholds any Child of
Adam with Complacency and Delight. To FESUS
alone belongs the Honour of reconciling, juftifying,
faving the innumerable Millions of redeemed Sin-
ners. And is not the L AM B that was flain, wor-
thy to be thus honoured, and thus exalted ?

Is then our own internal and external Goodnefs
of no Avail in this Matter 7—Let us hear the elo-
quent Jfaiah, the Evangelift of the Fews/h Church,
The lofty Looks of Man fhall be bumbled, and the Haugh~
tinefs of Men fball be bowed down ; and the LOR D,
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, alone, fball be exalted
in that Day.—Does this Text, it may be faid,
relate to the Gofpel, and the Cafe of Acceptance

with GOD ! Or is it poffible to make what follows,
5 conhilent
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confiftent with fuch an Interpretation ?—Let us fee,
whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOST himfelf,
made perfetly confiftent with fuch a Senfe.

The Day of the L O R D of Hofts, in the propheti-
cal Scriptures, generally and principally fignifies the
Time of the Gofpel-Difpenfation. When the LORD
puts the finithing Hand to his Revelation ; gives the
brighteft Difplay of his Grace ; and gathers together
all Things in CHRIST.

This Day, and its Influence, fhall caufe a wonder-
ful Revolution in, what is called, the religious, vir-
tuous, moral World. It fhall fall like a Thunder-
bolt upon every Idol, fet up in the Hearts of Men.
Shall prove their Wifdom to be Folly ; their Ability
to be Impotence ; all their Works to be worthlefs.

‘This Prophecy, being fo repugnant to our Noti-
ons, and fo difguftful to our Inclinations, is aflerted
and enforced with the greateft Particularity,- both as
to Perfons and to Things.

As to Perfons.—For the Day of the LORD of Hoffs
Jhall be upon whom? Upon the fordid Wretch, or
the fcandalous Sinner? Rather upon every one that is
proud and lofty in his own Conceit; pluming himfelf
with the Notion of fome imaginary Pre-eminence
above his Neighbour. It fhall be likewife upon every
one, that is lifted up in the Efteem of others. Either
on Account of Roman Virtue, or Athenian Philofophy,
or Pharifaical Zeal. And, notwithftanding his af-
piring Pretenfions, or glittering Accomplifhments,
be jball be brought low 3 fhall be degraded to the Rank
+ of a loft, undone helplefs Sinner.

So that none fhall have it in his Power to fay, <1
¢ am better than thou. I ftand upon more honour-
¢ able Terms with my MAKER, and am a fitter

{3 ObjE&



Let. IV. Reverend AMr. WESLEY. 8r
<« Obje& for his Favour.” They fhall all be like

Prifoners, confined in the fame Dungeon, and lia«
ble to the fame Condemnation. Every one of them
equally deftitute of any Plea for Juftification ; and
all of them, as to Acceptance with their CREATOR,
without any Difference. No Difference, in this
refpe@, between the accomplithed Gentleman, and
the infamous Scoundrel ; no Difference between the
virtuous Lady, and the vile Proftitute. No Diffe-
rence at all, as to the Way and Manner of their
obtaining Salvation. So that the Whole may ap-
pear to be of Grace.

As to Things—This Part of the Subje&t is il-
luftrated by a grand Affemblace of Images ; compre-
hending all that is moft diftinguithable in the vifible
Creation, and denoting whatever is moft admired or
celebrated among the Sons of Men.—Qaks and Ce-
dars are the moft {tately Productions of vegetable
Nature. Therefore the Day fhall be upon all the Ce-
dars of Lebanon, and upon all the Oaks of Bafban.—
Hills and Mountains are the moft confpicuous and
majeftic Elevations of the Earth. Therefore the
Day thall be upon allthe high Meuntains, and upon all the
Hills that are lified wp.— Towers and Cities are the
moft magnificent Works of human Art. Therefore
the Day thall be wpon every high Tower, and upon
every fenced Wall—The Ships of Tarfbifb are put for
the Wealth, the Advantages, and the various Im-
provements, procured by INavigation and Commerce.
Pleafant Piftures may reprefent every elegant and
refined Embellithment of civil Life.—The whole
Colle&ion of Metaphors, feems to exprefs all thofe
Attainments, Pofleffions, and Excellencies, which
are fuppefed to add Dignity to our Nature, or Sta-

Cr b,!}!}"
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bility to our Hopes; to conftitute a Portion, in
which we ourfelves may reft fatisfied, or a Recom-
mendation, which may entitle us to the Favour of
Heaven.

Yet all thefe Things, before the Requirements of
GOD’s Law, and before the Revelation of his Righ-
teoufnefs, fhall be eclipfed and difgraced. Thrown
19 the Bats, and configned over to Obfcurity 3 thrown
t2 the Moles, and trampled into the Duft. So that
in the Purfuit of eternal Life, none fhall regard
them ; or elfe regard them, only to defpife them.

Thus, fays the Prophet a fecond Time—To ren-
der the Work of Humiliation effetual, he redoubles
his Blow. May our whole Souls feel the Energy of
his vigorous Expreflions ! Thus /ball the Loftinefs of
Man be bowed down, and the Haughtinefs of Men fhall
be laid low. All Notion of perfonal Excellency fet
afide, they fhall be bafe and vile in their own Eyes.
Acknowledge the Impoflibility of being reconciled
by any Duties of their own, and place all their
Confidence on the propitiating Death and meritori-
ous Obedience of 7ESUS CHRIST. They lels
than nothing; HZ all in alk

With this important Sentiment I clofe my Letter;
not without an ardent Wifh, that it may f{ink into
our Thoughts, and dwell upon both our Hearts.

Yours, &,

LETTER
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REv. S1R,

OUR laft, and feveral of your other Objecti-

ons, appear more like Notes and Memoran-
dums, than a juft Plea to the Public, or a fatif-
fa&ory Explanation of your Opinion. They have
rather the Air of a Caveat, than a Confutation;
and we are often at a lofs to difcern, how far your
Remonftrance is either forcible or appofite.

Brief Negatives, laconic Affertions, and quick In-
terrogatories, opened by no pertinent Illuftrations,
fupported by no fcriptural Authority, are more likely
to ftagger, ftun, and puzzle, than to fettle our No-
tions in Religion.  You feem, Sir, to have forgotten,
that Propolfitions are not to be eftablifhed, with the
fame Eafe, as Doubts are ftarted. And therefore
have contented yourfelf with a Brevity, which pro-
duces but little Convi&tion, and more than a little
Oblcurity.

This Brevity of yours, is the Caufe, and I hope,
will be the Excufe, of my Prolixity.  Which, I per-
ceive, is growing upon my Hands, much more than
Iintended. If you had been pleafed to thew your
Arguments at full Length, and to accompany with
Proof your Glofles upon Scripture, the Reader would
then have been able te determine the preponderating
Evidegce, between yourfelf and Ajpafi. And my

G 2 Trouble
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Trouble had been confiderably leffened, perhaps
quite {pared.

An Inftance of the foregoing Remark, is the Ob-
je&tion which follows.—St. Paul often mentions &
Righteoufnefs imputed, fays Afpafie. ¢ Not a Righ-
< teoufnefs, fays Mr. 7efley; never once; but
< fimply Righteoufnefs.”—St. Paul mentions dixai-
oguvn, the Righteoufnefs which is imputed, both
with and without the Greet Article. And do nei-
ther of thefe fignify @ Righteoufnefs # This is a Piece
of Criticifm, as new to me, as it is nice in itfelf.—
Befides, where is the Difference between « Righ-
teoufnefs, and Righteoufnefs ! Is not every Righte-
oufnefs, ¢ Righteoufnefs? Is not every Perfon, a
Perfon? And every prodigious Refinement, a peo-
digious Rehnement !—I thought, Mr. 77%/ley had
known how to employ his Time better than in fplit-
ting, or thus attempting to {plit Hairs.

To what Purpofe, Sir, is this exceflive Refine-
ment ! Many of your Readers, I apprehend, will
find it difficult to conjeture. For my own Part, I
trecly confefs, that I could not, for a confiderable
Time, difcern your Aim. Nor can I, even now,
difcover any other Defign, than a forced Endeavour,
to exclude the Righteoufnels of CHRIST ; and
introduce’ a miftaken Something of your own, to
afficiate in its Stead.—As the Thread of your Criti=
cifm is fpun extremely fine, we muft examine it with:
the clofeft Attention, But firft let me jult take
Notice—— \

That djpafis, in Confequence of his Obferva-
tion, deduced from the Apoftle’s Language, afks 3
What or whofe Righteoufnefs can this be? To
which Mr. /7/ly anfwers 3 ¢¢ He tells you himfelf:

“ Faid
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«¢ Faith is imputed for Righteoufnefs.”—DBut have
you never read A/pafis’s Interpretation of this Text?
If not, be fo impartial, as to caft your Eye upon the
tenth Dialogue. There he confiders this Paflage at
large, and lays before you his Expofition of the
Words. Not impofing it, without affigning a Rea-
fon. But together with his Expofition, prefenting
you with the Grounds of his Opinion. If you can
overthrow them, try your Strength and your Skill.
They ftand ready to receive your Attack ; being, at
prefent, in full Pofleflion of the Field.

However, if you will not advert to s Thoughts;
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yours. < St. Paul
¢¢ never mentions @ Righteoulnefs, but fimply Righ-
¢ teoufnefs.” Thus, I prefume, you argue—
¢ Not a Righteoufnefs ; that might feem to denote
¢ fome real Righteoufnefs; fome aftual Confor-
¢ mity to the divine Law, imputed to Sinners for
< their Juftification.—Whereas, if Faith be fubfti-
< tuted, inftead of this real Righteoufnefs ; if Faith
< be all that to us, which our own Obedience to
« the Law fhould have been; and which 4fpafio
¢¢ fuppofes, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST is ap-
¢ pointed to be ; if Faith itfelf be all this to us, then
¢ we are made righteous without @ Righteoufnefs,
- ¢¢ Something is accounted to us for Righteoufnefs,
¢ which is really no fuch Thing.—Then we fhall
¢¢ be under no Neceflity of fubmitting to ‘the Righ-
¢¢ teoufnefs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, but may
¢ cafily be furnifhed out of our own Stock.”

Is not this, or fomething like this, your Way of
Reafoning ? Do you not, in this Manner, under-
ftand Faith imputed for Righteoufnefs? Not as de-
riving all its Efficacy, all its Significancy, from its

= 2 moft
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moft magnificent Obje&. But as being itfelf the
Efficient of Juftification ; the very Thing, for
which we are accepted. In Oppofition to ¢ the
«¢ wicked and vain Commentaries of the Calvini/is,
¢ which fay, that all this is refident in CHR IS8T,
¢ and apprehended by Faith.”

This led me to ufe that fingular Expreffion, ¢ a
¢ miftaken Something.” Since this is an egregious
Miftake of Faith; of its Nature, its End, its Im-
port.—Of its Nature. For, it is a going out of
Self, and a flying to CHRIST, for Pardon, for
Peace, and for every fpiritual Blefling.—Of its £nd,
For, it is ordained, to preclude all Boafting. That
itfelf may be nothing. That its Owner may be
nothing. That the Grace of GOD, and the
Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, may be all in all.—
Of its Import. For it fays, according to the Pro-
phet ;5 Inthe LOR D, not in myfelf, bave I Righte-
oufnefs. It would expoftulate, in the Words of the
Apoftle, with its over-weaning and doating Admi=
rers ; ye Men of Jfrael, why look ye fo earneftly on
me ; as though by my own Power or Dignity, I had
procured your Reconciliation, and rendered you ac-
cepted? The GOD of Abraham, Ijaac, and Facob
‘has glorified his SON ¥ ESUS, and appropriated
== this Honour to Ais Ovedience and Death. In the
Matter of Juftification, it is my Bufinefs, not to fur-
nifh a Centingent, not to fupply any Part, but to
receive the Whole from his Fulnefs.

On CHRIST’s Death Sinners are to rely, as
the Caufe of their Forgivenefs; on CHRIST’s
Obedience, as the &Ground of their Acceptance.
«¢ How does this agree with pag. 58 ?”—Be pleafed
to turn back, Sir; and with avery little Attention,

1 you
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you will perceive the Agreement. Then let me de-
fire you to turn inward; and you will, probably,
difcern more than a little Difingenuity, in your own
Procedure. Since you refolve to ftop your Ears
againft the Author’s Explanation, his very particu-
lar Explanation and Reftri®ion of his own Mean-
ing ¥ —If you was examining a mathematical Sy-
ftem, you would always carry in your Memory, the
leading Problems or introdufory Axioms. If you
did not, your own Judgment would blame you,
And when you neglect to do the fame, in canvaffing
a theological Treatife, does not your own Confci-
ence reprove you !

Our LORD comm-=nds fuch Kinds of Benefi-
cence only, as were exercifed to a Difciple, in the
Name of a Difciple. Here Mr. WWefley atks 5 ¢ Is
¢ not this a Slip of the Pen ?”—Read the Paffage,
Sir 3 and anfwer yourfelf. What are our LORD’s
Words ? Tnafmuch as ye bave done it to thefe my Bre-
thren. Have you not then as much Reafon, to
charge our divine MASTER with a Slip of the
Tongue, as to charge 4/pafio with a Slip of the
Pen ? It is undeniably plain, that he does in Fa&
commend only fuch Kinds of Deneficence, as was
exercifed towards bis Brethren.  And I prefume, you

G.4 will

* In pag. §8. Apafio, {peaking of the Obedience and
Death of CHRIST, profeflecly declares; < However,
¢ therefore, I may happen to exprels myfelf, I never
¢ confider them, as alting in the exclufive Senfe; but
¢ would always have them underftood, as a grand and
¢ glorious A<mregate Looking upon our SAVIOUR’s
“ gniverfal Obedience, which commenced at his Iccar-
“ nation ; was carried on through his Life ; and termi-
“ nated in his Death ;—locking vpon all this, in its collcc-
 tive Form, as the Ou;c& of my Faith, and the Founda.
“ tion of my Hope.
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will readily grant, that bis Brethrag, the nobler Re-
lation, cannot be more extenfive than 4z Difciples,
the inferior.

¢« Will not our L OR D then commend all Kinds
“ of Beneficence, provided, &'c.”—Excufe my cut-
ting fhort your Speech.  You are rambling from the
Point. What CHRI[ST will do, is quite another
Queftion. Jfpafv neither denies, nor affirms any
“Thing, on this Subject.  All that he confiders, is,
what appears to be really done, in that particular
Defcription of the laft Day, and its awful Procefs.
Nor will he fcruple to affirm, a fecond Time, that
cur LOR D applauds fuch A&s of Beneficence ondy,
as were exercifed to a Difciple ; to Believers; to his
Brethren.

The righteous Judge {pecifies this Sort of Muni-
fcence, becaufe it is a fure Indication of one be-
gotten by the Word of Truth. 1Itisa Teft, which
none but the Saintssand Faithful in CHRIST
FESUS will come up to. And a Chriftian is molt
vroperly diftinguifhed, not by what he does in com-
mon with others, but by the different Principle
from which he acts.—Of this Particularity Afpafio
tskes Notice, on Purpofe to warn, as well as to
cxhort his Readers. Exbort them, that they may
abound in Works of Generofity.,  /#7arn them, that
their Works may fpring from the right Source,
= Faith in the divine REDE EM ER.

““ You are not willing to call Works of Benefi-
¢ cence, though exercifed to a Samaritan or a Hea-
¢ then,” tranfient Bubbles.—No more is A/pafiz
in the Senfe and Manner, which you would infinu-
ate. He calls them fuch, not abfolutely, but rela-
tively. Not in themfelves, but with refpect to an

Affair,
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Affair, infinitely too great for them to tranfadt,
either in Whole or in Part. In this View (as rela-
tive to Juftification) St. Paul calls them Dung,
which is defpicable and fordid. Surely then Ajpafio
may call them Bubbles, which are thewy but infigni-
ficant.—I don’t call the Defk, on which I write, a
mere Egg-Shell.  Yet I fhould not hefitate to fay ;
Itis fcanty as an Egg fhell, if appointed to tranfport
an Army to the ]Hdzc’.f, feeble as an Egg-fhell, if
fet up as a Wall of Munition, againt a Battery of
Cannon.

How muft Chriftians exceed the Scribes and Pha-
rifees ! To this Ajpafio replies. Not only in being
fincere ; in having Refpet unto all G O D’s Com-
mandments ; but alfo in poflefing a complete Righ-
teoufnefs. Nor can this be dny Thing lefs, than
the perfect Obedience of our great MEDIATOR. —
¢ Did our LORD mean this ¢ Nothing lefs.”—
Peremptorily aflirmed. But not {o eafily proved.—
Yes, you add ; <€ He fpecifies in the following Parts
¢ of his Sermon, the very Inftances, wherein the
¢ Righteoufnefs of a Chriftian exceeds that of the
¢¢ Scribes and Pharifecs.”—He does fo. But is it
not an abfolutely complete Righteoufnefs ! A Meek-
nefs, without the leaft Emotion of Refentment. A
Purity, without the leaft Stain of evil Concupifcence.
A Love, a Long- Suf"crmo, a Perfe&tion, fuch as
our FATHER which is in Heaven exercifes.
Now if this does not exceed the Righteoufnefs of all
the Chriftiansin the World, or if this is to be found
in any Character, fave only in the Character of our
great MEDIAT OR, I retract, moft freely retrack
my Opinion.

The
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The Difcourfle relates to that Righteoufnefs, by
which we are faved ; or, by Virtue of which, we
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven*. And why,
Sir, why will you not refign the Honour of obtain-
ing Salvation, to the moft blefled IMMANUEL’s
Blood and Obedience ? Why will you hedge up your
People’s Way to the immortal Manfions, by teach-
ing them to depend upon Duties and Attainments of
their own ?!—Should any one, hearing this Dodtrine,
that the Law of the ten Commandments requires a
perfect, finlefs Obedience; that none can be de-
livered from the Wrath to come, or enjoy eternal

Life, without this unfinning, perfeét Obedience ;

fhould fuch a one, ftruck with Surprife and Anxiety,
enquire ; ** Who then can be faved ?” What An-
fwer would Mr. Wefley give '—The Anfwer we
would make, is obvious and full of Confolation.

“ No

* Chriflus magna affeveratione promuntiat, pha ifaicam
illam juflitiam, quee non perfeltiffime habet integram /fgu i772-
pletionem, non poffe ingredi regnum caclorum. Suorum igitur
Juflitiain wult effe abundantiorem, hoc efl, fuos wult ad juaicium
Dei, afferre abundantiffimam, pleniffimam, & perfeétiffimam
Juflitiam, ut per ac propter eam poffent ingredi regnum calorun:.
Eam wero, quia in fe non inveniunt, fide querunt & appre-
bendunt in impletione legis, a Chriflo pro nobis preflita. Vid.
Cuemvitit Harm, Ewvang. p. 722.

A truly valuable Work. In which the learned Reader
will find many Traces of lively Devotion ; many Pieces
of folid Criticifm ; and many fine Views opened, to fee
more clearly, the Wifdom, Beauty, and tranfcendent
Excellency of our blefled REDEEMER’s Life. This
Book is particularly eftimable, for difplaying with great
Perfpicuity, and enforcing with proportionable Zeal, that
diitinguithed Article of Chriltianity, Fuflification through
the Rtgétcouﬁzcﬁ of JESUS CHRIST. Which is, as
our Auchor very emphatically fpeaks, Ip/ifimum evangelii
Sundamen tum,
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« No Man, by his own Performances. But Sal-
¢ vation is to be fought, Salvation is to be obtained,
“¢ by the Righteouinefs of Another. Even by the
. confummate Obedience of our LOR D ff, SUS
SECHRIST.”

He brings this fpecious Hypocrite to the Teft.—
¢« How does it appear, you afk, that this young
«¢ Ruler was a Hypocrite i”—It appears from his
Conduét. For, he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR,
as one fincerely defirous of learning his Duty ; yet,
when inftrufted in it, he would not perform it.—It
appears from your own Character of him. You fay,
¢« He loved the World.,” Then the Love of the
FATHER was not in him. That he pretended
to the Love of GOD, is evident from his own
Words. That he had no real Love, is certain from
your own Acknowledgment. If Pretence, without
Reality, be not Hypocrify, pleafe to inform us,
what is.—It is farther apparent, from your Defcant
on the Cafe. ¢ Therefore he could not kecp any
¢ of the Commandments in their {piritual Senfe.”
And it is a fure, as well as important Truth, that
whoever pretends to keep the Commandments, yet
does not keep them in their {piritual Meaning, is a
Decceiver of himfelf; a Deceiver of others; a Hy-
pocrite.

“ The keeping of the Commandments, fays Mr.
““ WWefley, is undoubtedly the Way to, though not
¢ the Caufe of eternal Life.”—How then came it
to pafs, that our LORD FESUS CHRIST, fhould

eclare ? I am the ¥ay. The Way, to what? To
the Favour of GO D : to the Fruition of GOD
to every fpiritual Blefling; or, in other Words, to
eternal Life,—After fuch a Claim, from fuch a Per<
{on,
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fon, may I not, without the Imputation of undue
Confidence, deny your Affertion in your own Form
of Speech ? ¢¢ The keeping of the Commandments
¢ undoubtedly cannot be the Way to eternal Life ;”
fince this is an Honour, this is a Prerogative, which
the all-glorious RED EEMER has challenged to
himfelf.

Hence your Diftin&ion, between the #ay to, and
the Caufe of, appears to have no Countenance from
Scripture.  And will it not, upon a Review, appear
to have as little Support from Reafon! Caft your
Eye upon yonder Bridge. It is thrown over a deep
and wide River. It 1s the Way, the only Way,
whereby I crofs the Water, and arrive at the oppo-
{fite Bank. If fo, is it not likewile the Caufe of my
fafe Arrival on the other Side? There. may be, in
this Cafle, other Caufes, concomitant or fubordinate,
But the Bridge is the grand one; that which every
Body chiefly regards ; and to which my Paflage is
always afcribed. ‘

CHRIST therefore is the Way, the only Way,
to Life and Immortality. By his precious Bloed,
aind by his divine Righteoufnefs, we pafs the Gulph
of Wrath and Deltruction. By the Things which
He has done, by the Pains which he has endured,
we enter the Realms of Peace and Joy. According-
iy, we are exhorted 10 walt in Him ; and are aflured,
that as many as walk in this Way, /fall renew ther
Stremgth.  This is, what the Apoftle calls, the new
and living ay, T'his is, what the Plalmift ftyles,
the [¥ay everlafling.  And though other Ways may
Jeem vight unto a Mdany yet the End thereof are the Ways
t‘lj‘ Death,

A Doubt,
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A Doubt, perhaps, may arife in the Reader’s
Mind, fuggefted by the Words of the Prophet ; An
High-WWay fball be therey and a WWay, and it fhail be
called the 1Vay of Holinefs. 'True. The Way is
C HR IS8T, the incarnate G O.D, with all his Gifts,
Privileges, and Bleflings. 12 jball be called the Way
of Holinefs . None can enter and advance therein,
yet continue carnal and unclean. All that travel this
Road, renounce the hidden Things of Darknefs,
and do the Works of Righteoulnefs, It does not
indeed find, but it afluredly makes, the Paflengers
righteous. And though Holinefs is not their Way,
yet it is a principal Part of their Bufinefs, while they

walk in CHR IS8T,
Afpafia,

* Ja. xxxv. 8. Upon this Subje@, Ds. Oaven {peaks
excellently. ¢ CHRJST is the Medium of Communi-
¢ cation between GOD ard us. In Him we meet; in
“ Him we walk. All Influences of Love, Kindnefs,
¢ Mercy from G OD to us, are through Him ; all our
« Returns of Love, Delight, Faith, Qbedience unto
¢« GOD, are all through Him. He being that one /7ay,
“ GOD fo often promifech his Peopie: And itis a glo-
“ rious Way, Ja. xxxv. 8. An High-Way, a Way of
¢ Holinefs, a Way that none can errn, that once enter
< it. Which is further fet forth, 7/a. xlii. 16. All other
¢ Ways, all other Paths but this, go down to the Cham-
“ bers of Death: They all lead to walk contrary to
¢ GOD.”

See a Treatife, entitled Communion awith GO D. By

ouN Owen, D. D. Which prefents us with the Spint
and Quinteflence of the Gofpel; with the nobleft Privi-
leges and ftrongeft Confolations of Chriftianity ; anima-
ting us thereby to all the Duties of holy Obedience.—
Here are Pinks and Rofes in the Path. Milk and Honey
in the Cup. Marrow and Fatnefs on the Table. In
many Treatifes, the Author has done worthily; but in
this, I think, he excelleth them all,
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Afpafis, having Occafion to fpeak of Abrabam’s
Faith, quotes the Words of the Apoftle ; By Works
bis Faith was made perfect. Which he thus explains ;
<« His Faith hereby anfwered its proper End, and
<< appeared to be of the true, the triumphant, the
«¢ the fcriptural Kind. Since it overcame the
«« World, overcame Self, and regarded GO D as
<¢ all in all.”—T o this Mr. /Ze/ley replies, with the
Solemnity of a Cenfor, and the Authority of a
Di&ator; ¢ No. The natural Senfe of the Words
< is, By the Grace fuperadded, while he wrought
< thole Works, his Faith was literally made per-
¢ fe&.”—Your Proof, Sir. What have you to
make good this Interpretation? There is not a
Word in the Text about Grace fuperadded. This
is not afligned as the Caufe of a perfefted Faith.
Nay, the facred Writer exprefsly affigns another.
By I#crks, fays St. Fames, his Faith was made per-
fect. No, fays Mr. efley 5 but by Grace fuperadded.
St. Fames alfirms one Thing; Mr. /#efley affirms the
contrary ; and who am I, that I fhould decide be-
tween two fuch Difputants? But I believe, the
Reader will, without my Interpofal, eafily chufe
his Side.

Perhaps, you will reply; if thisis not the true
Senfe, produce a better.—One lefs oppofite to the
natural Import of the Werds, and the apparent
Meaning of the Apoftle, is already produced. Do
you infift upon another f I will then refer you to
abler Judges.—Shall I fend to an Expofitor, whom
you yourfelf admire ! Dr. Doddridge thus comments
upon the Text, ¢ His Faith was perfected by IVorks ;
‘¢ the Integrity of it, was made fully apparent, to
< himfelf, to Angels, to G O ID.”—Shall 1 remit

5 you
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you to an Expofitor, who can neither deceive, nor
be deceived ! The GOD of Glory fays ; My Strength
is made perfecl in Weaknefs, Made perfect! How ?
Is there any fuch Thing, as a Super-Addition to
G OD Almighty’s Power, while He exerts it in Be-
half of his People ? This none can imagine. But it
is hereby manifefted, to their Comfort, and his
Glory. The fame Word is ufed concerning Abra-
ham’s Faith, and concerning the GO D of Abrabam’s
Strength.  Why then fhould it not be underftood
in the fame Senfe ! Here, it is 7eraizlas 5 there it is
fleaciwbn.  And, in both Places, it fignifies, not
¢ literally made perfect,” but illuftrioufly difplayed.

Shall I fend you to a familiar Illuftration ? I view,
from my Window, a young Tree. The Gardener,
when he planted it, told me; It was a Fruit-Tree,
a Pear-Tree, a right Beauté du Roy. It may be
fuch a Tree, and have its refpe&ive Seed in itfelf. But
this did not then appear. If, when Autumn arrives,
its Branches are laden with Fruit, with Pears, with
that delicious Kind of Pears; this will be 2 Demon-
ftration of all thofe Properties. This will, not
make it fuch a particular Tree ; no, nor make it a
good and fruitful Tree ; but only fhew it to be of
that fine Sort, or make its Nature, and Perfeftions
evident.

St. Fames {peaks of the Juftification of our Faith;
thus proceeds A/pafio. And thus replies Mr. /¥efley 5
¢¢ Not unlefs you mean by that odd Expreflion, our
¢ Faith being made perfe&.”—I mean fuch a Per-
fection of Faith, as is mentioned above. Other
Perfection I find not, either in Books or Men. Was
Faith perfe&, in your Senfe of the Word, Love,
Joy, and all Holinefs would be perfect likewife.

Correfpondent
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Correfpondent to the Principle, would be the State
of the Production. There would be no longer any
Caufe for that Pstition, which the Difciples put up;
LORD, increafe our Faith. Nor for that Suppli-
cation, which you and I, fo long as we continue
Members of the Church of England, muft ufe; Give
unto us the Increafe of Faith, Hope, and Charity !

You call the Juftification of our Faith an ¢ odd
¢ Expreflion.”—1Is it not founded on the Tenour of
the Apoftie’s Difcourfe ? Is it not the native Refult
of the Apoftle’s Inquiry ? Shew me thy Faith., Prove
it to be real and unfeigned. Prove it by fuch Adts,
as demonftrate, you truft in 7 ZSUS alone for ever-
lafting Life. If it flands this Teft, we fhall ac-
knowledge it to be that precious Faith, whofe Au-
thor is G O D, and whofe End is Salvation.—Is not
that a Juftification of Faith, which difplays its Sin-
cerity, and renders it withour Rebuke? Somewhat
like this, would be reckoned a Juftification of any
Perfon, or of any other Thing, and why not of
Faith?

Something, you fee, Sir, may be faid, in Vindi-
cation of this Expreffion. However, if it be thought
improper ; if it tend to create any Cenfufion in our
Sentiments; or to draw off our Attention from that
grand Idea, which is peculiar to the Word Juftifica-
tion ; the Idea, I mean, of being made righteous be-
fore GOD. I fieely give it up ; I will alter it in
my Book ; and ufe it no more.

He that doeth Righteonfnefs, is righteous. He mani-
fefls the Truth of his Converfion, and juftifies his
Profeflion from ali Sufpicion of Infincerity.—¢ Nay;
“ fays Mir. WWefley, the plain Meaning is, he alone is
“ truly righteous, whofe Faith workcth by Love.”—

6 Y our
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Your Expofition may be true, and 4/pafic’s no lefs

true. 1 leave the Reader to determine, which is
moft exaétly fuitable to the Apoftle’s arguing.—He
is fpeaking of the Chriflian Righteoufnefs. That
which renders us righteous before GO D. That
which Fleth and Blood could never have difcovered.
Which therefore was gracioufly revealed in the Gof-
pel, and is the principal Subject of Gofpel-Preaching.
As then there were, and always would be, many
Pretenders to the noble Privilege, St. %obn lays
down a Maxim or a Touchftone, to diftinguifh the
Sincere from the Hypocrite. He that uniformly
doeth Righteoufnefs, in a Way of Sanification ; he,
and he only, #s to be acknowledged by us, as truly
righteous by Way of Jultification. .
Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of wrangling,
Where you hit upon the Truth, or come pretty near
it, 1 fhall never be eager to oppofe. On the con-
trary, I fhall be very defirous to agree; and preferve,
as much as poffible, both the Unity of Opinion, and
the Harmony of Affetion.—Your own Interpreta-
tion fhall take place. Only let your /#srking be the
Sign and Fruit of a righteous State, not that which
makes or conftitutes us righteous. The Righteouf-
nefs of fallen Creatures, 7s not of themfelves, but of
‘me, faiththe LORD, It is brought in and accom-
plithed by HIM, whom GO D hath fet forth to
be their MEDIATOR and SURETY. So that
we are made righteous, not by doing any Thing
whatfoever, but folely by believing in FESUS.
Our Charaéter as the Redeemed of the LOR D, is,
Os sx wisews 5 Aen, having their Exiftence, their. -
Subliftence, their all, &y Farth. Hence it comes to
pafs, that we really are, what the Apofile affiims,
H in
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the following Words 5 Righteous, even as He is Righ-
teous.  Not barely righteous, as the moral Heathens,
by Dint of human Refolution. Not barely righteous
as the reputable Fews, by the Influence of their legal
San&ions. But righteous with that very Righteouf-
nefs, which adorns, and exalts, and will eternally
diftinguifh the only begotten SON of GOD.

It remains to be enquired ; What Faith is moft
likely to operate, in this excellent and happy Man-
ner! 1 mean, to work by Love.—Let me illuftrate
the Point by a fhort Apologue; then releafe the
Reader from his Attention, and the Writer from
his Tafk.

A certain King had two Favourites, whom he
honoured with his peculiar Regard, and enriched
with a ceafelefs Liberality. They both, infenfible
of their vaft Obligations, became Traitors and Re-
bels, Being convifted of Treafon againit their So-
vereign, he was determined to overcome their Evil
with Good. Accordingly, when they had nothing
to plead in their own Behalf, be generoufly forgave
them both. The one he difmiflfed from Prifon, and
fuffered to live unmolefted on his private Inheritance.
The other he reftored to all his high Preferments,
and' public Employs: ' He adorned him again with
the Robe of Honour, and admitted him again into
the Bofom of Favour.—Which of them, now, will
feel the warmeft Affeftion for their Sovereign?
Which of them will be moft ready to ferve him on
all Occafions? And, if Need be, to hazard even
Life in his Defence !—He, doubtlefs, cn whom
molt was beftowed.

And‘is wnot that Perfon moft likély to work and
pbcy,‘ from a Principle’ of Love ; who believes, that

6 ' his
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his divine LOR D, has not only bore the Curfe,
but fulfilled the Law for Him ? Has given Him, not
barely an  Exemption from Punifhment, but a Title
to eternal Life? Yea; has cloathed him with his
own moft perfe&t and glorious Righteoufnefs. By
Virtue of which, He will, ere long, be prefented
faultlefs before the Throne of Judgment, and have
an abundant Entrance into the everlafting King-
dom,—Will not the Faith of fuch unfpeakably rich
Grace, pacify the Confcience, and purify the Heart?
Awaken Gratitude to our heavenly Benefactor, and
enkindle Zeal for his Glory ? Caufe us to difcharge
all the Duties of our Station chearfully, and withftand
every Allurement to Evil refolutely ?

Surely, we may fay of this Faith, what David
faid of Golialh’s Sword ; There is none, thereis nothing
likeit. For all thefe blefled Purpofes, it is beyond
Compare, and I fhould think, beyond Difpute, effi-
cacious.—That you, Sir, may know more of this
Faith, and difpute lefs againft it, is the fincere and
fervent With of, &,

e, il e RO e YR

REv. SIR,

S this Letter may probably be pretty long, I
fhall not increafe the Prolixity by a Preface
but enter upon it, without any farther Introduion,

H Whofe
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IWhofs docth thefe Things, {aith David, jhall never
fall.  Which Afpafis thus interprets, ¢ fhall never
<¢ fall into final Apoftacy.”—You are pleafed to re-
ply 3 ¢ Dawid fays no fuch Thing. His Meaning
¢ is, whofo doeth thefe Things to the End thall ne-
<« ver fall into Hell.”—It would be a great Wonder,
I muft own, if he fhould. DBut if he happens to fail,
at fome Times, and in {ome Inftances, what becomes
of him then ?—However, let you and I, Sir, be at
as little Variance as pofiible.  Where is the extraor-
dinary Difference, between yourfelf and Afpafio 2
If a Profeflor of Religion falls into Hell, muft he not
previoufly fall into final Apoftacy ? And if he falls
into final Apoftacy, muft he not inevitably fall into
Hell ?

When you infert the Claufe, to the End, do you
interpret ? Do you not rather interpolate the facred
Text? The Wards of the Plalmift relate to the pre-
fent Time, vy doeth, not ey fhall do. ‘They
contain an Encouragement to thofe, who, at this In-
ftant, bring forth the Fruits of evangelical Righ-
teoufnefs. The Encouragement is deduced from the
comfortable Doftrine of final Perfeverance. It car-
ries this chearing [mport ; ¢¢ Whofoever believes in
« JEHO V AH, as laying all his Sins upon
«« CHRIST, and giving him eternal Life freely ;
¢ whofoever, from this Principle of Faith, fincerely
< Joves and wxlunf“ly obeys GO D ; He fhall never
¢ fall.”—The Words are "> vy’ 85, He fball ne-
ver bemoved. A Phrafe, common among the Hebrews,
to denote the Stability of a Man’s Happinefs. An
immoveable Thing never falls, either one Way or
another. So, this righteous Perfon fhall never fall ;

either
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either into final Apoftacy, which is the greateft Mi-
fery here ; or into Hell, which is the Confummation
of Mifery hereafter.

But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of
what you are jealous. Your Exclamation unravels
all ; ¢¢ How pleafing is this to Fleth and Biood !
—Under Favour, Sir, I cannot conceive, how this
Do&rine fhould be pleafing to Fleth and Blood.
Flefh and Blood, or corrupt Nuture, 1s proud. Any
Scheme of Perfeverance, to be accomplithed by our
own Strength, would indeed be agreeable to the Va-
nity of our Mind. But a Perfeverance, founded on
the Fidelity and the Power of GOD ; a Perfeverance,
which acknowledges itfclf owing, not to any human
Sufficiency, butto an Union with CHR /ST, and
the Interceflion of CHRIST ; this is a difguiting
Method. This is what the natural Man cannot
away with. You will find the Generality of People
utterly averfe to it.—Flefh and Blood will not fub-
mit, either to be made righteous before GO D, by
the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST; or to be
made faithful unto Death, by the never-failing Faith-
fulnefsof CHRIST. 'Try your Friends; try your
Followers ; try your own Heart, on this Point.

To the humble Believer, I acknowledge, this is
a moft pleafing and confolatory Docirine. IHe, who
feels his own Impotence ; who knows the Power of
his inbred Corruptions; and is no Stranger to the
Wiles of his fpiritual Enemy; he will rejoice in the
Thought, that nothing fball pluck bim out of his al-
mighty REDEEME R’s Hand. That his Advocate
with the FATHER, will fuffer neither Principalities,
nor Powers, nor Lifey, nor Deathy nor Things prefont,
nor Things to come, nor any other Creature, to feparate

H 3 him
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bim from the Love of G O D.—Without fuch a Per-.
fuafion, we might too truly fay of the Chriftian’s
Joy, what Solsmen faid of worldly Merriment ; 1 /aid
of Laughtery it is mad 5 and of Mirthy, what does it 2
If he, who is to Day bafking in the divine Favour,
may before the Morrow be weltring in a Lake of
Fire ; then Joy, even Joy in the HOLY GHOST
is unreafonable; and Peace, even that Peace which
pafleth all Underftanding, is chimerical. A Build-
ing without a Balis ; at leaft, @ bowing Wall, and a
tottering Fence.

Let us examine the Doérine, which Mr. Zefley
fays, is fo pleafing to Fleth and Blood; or, in
other Words, to carnal People. — What 1is the
Thing, which the Plalmift teaches, and 4/pafio pro-~
fefles ? That the Perfons, who are defcribed in the
Pfalm *, fhall never apoftatize, from the true Faith,
or from true Obedience. Is this fo agreeable to car-
nal People? Is it not rather unwarrantable in Mr.
Iefley to {uppofe, that carnal People either poflefs
true Faith, or perform true Obedience, or can be
pleafed with either? Efpecially, fince the Apoftle af-
fures us, that the carnal Mind is not fubjeét to the Law
of GO D, neither indeed can be. |

* The xvthP/a/z, T apprehend, deferibes the perfe&tCha-
rafter. That Perfection, which CHRIST really fulfilled ;
and is the Rightecufnefs, in which GOD is well pleafed.
The Childien of the Truth are, by the fame SPIRIT,
Jed to imitate this Charater, according to the Meafure
of their Faith. Yet foimperfe¢tly, that when compared
with it in their own Perfons, they have Reafon to pray,
Forgive us our Trefpaffes. Though, when confidered as
cioathed with the Fulhlment of all in CHRIST, they may
afture themlielves of Acceptance with G O D, and an
gverlafting Title to the divicg Fayour.

Be-
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Befides ; are not the Duties, mentioned by the
Pfalmift, offenfive to Flefh and Blood ? Do they not
require, or imply, the Mortfication of our carnal
Appetites, and the Difcipline of our unruly Affec-
tions ! Can it bea welcome Piece of News to Flefth
and Blood, that this Mortification fhall take place ?,
Inftead of being remitted, fhall increafe ! And never,
never be difcontinued, till Mortality is fwallowed up
of Life !—If fo, the old Man which is corrupty muft
be pleafed with the Curb, and the Dagger muft de-
light in its own Reftraint, and its own Deftruétion.
—Such a Paradox we muft believe, before we can
efpoufe Mr. /7¢/ley’s Notion ;3 That Flefth and Blood
are pleafed with the Doétrine of a final Perfeverance
in Self-denial, in Righteoufnefs, and true Holinefs.

¢¢ Should your Repentance be without a Failure,
¢¢ and without a Flaw 3 I muft {till fay to my Friend,
¢ as our LORD replied to the young Ruler, One
¢ Thing Thou lackeft. 1In all thefe A&s of Humilia-
¢ tion, you have only taken Shame to yourfelf.
¢« Whereas, a Righteoufnefs is wanting, which may
“ magnify the Law, and make it honourable.”—
Thele are Afpafic’s Words 3 upon which Mr. /2e/ley
animadverts. ¢ One Thing thou lackeft, the im-
¢¢ puted Righteoufnefs of CHHRIST. You cannot
¢ think this is the Meaning of the Text.”—Neither
does Afpafio affirm this to be the Meaning. He only
ufes the Words by Way of Accommodation. Could
you demonitrate, thatour L O R D intended no fuch
Thing, yet the Sentence may not improperly ex-
prefs Afpafia’s Opinion, And if fo, be not unfit for
his Ufe.

However, let us enquire into the exa&t Meaning
of the Text, A very little Scarch will yield the de-

H 4 fired
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fired Satisfa&tion.  Sell all thou haf?, and give to the
Poory and thou fbalt have Treafure in Heaven. Trea-
Jure in Heaven was what the young Gentleman
lacked. Could this be any other than CHRIST
himfelf? Is not CHR IS8T the Treafure, hid in the
Field of the Gofpel? Is not CH RIS T the Inheri-
tance, referved in Heaven for us ? Is not a Commu-
nion with CHRIST, and an Enjoyment of CHRIST,
the fupreme Felicity of our Nature ?—David was
of this Mind, when he publicly declared 5 /7hom
kave I in Heaven but Thee ?—St. fohn was of this
Mind, when he folemnly averred ; He that bat) the
SON, hath Life.—~Whoever is of another Mind, has
very inadequate, very unworthy Notions of Heaven
and its Happinels.—Now if C HR IS T himfelf was
the One Thing needed, furely his Righteoufnefs could
not be fecluded. His Blood and Obedience infepara-
bly accompany his Perfon. He that hath the Bride-
grocm, hath his Riches alfo.

In Oppofition to this Senfe, it is affirmed, ¢ Cer-
¢ tainly the one Thing our LOR D meant, was
¢ the Love of GOD.”—The Love of GOD is
certainly an eminent Blefling. Poflefled, I thould
imagine, only by thofe, who have firft obtained eter-
nal Life, by tnowing the true GOD and FESUS
CHRIST, Butdoes our Love of G O D magnify
the Law ; fatisfy Juftice; or obtain Heaven? Are we
pardoned, are we reconciled, are we juflified, on
Account of our Love of GOD ?—The young Ruler
wants that, which may open to him the Kingdom of
Heaven ; and that, whereby he may inherit eternal
Life. Mr. WWeflyy, {etting afide Pardon, Reconcilia-
tion, Juftification, together with the one perfe&
Rightcoufhels, which procures them, afcribes all to

our
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our Love of GOD. And, by this Means, not to

the true Love, arifing from the Knowledge of Him,
as manifefted in the Gofpel ; as having fisft loved
us, in granting us Remiffion of Sins, freely through
FESUS CHRIST—This Notion may pafs current
at Rome *, not among the Proteflunt Churches, QOur
own Church has moft exprefsly difclaimed it. Speak-
ing of CHR IS8T and his precious Blood- {hedding,
the adds ; * Whereby alone we are made Partakers
¢ of the Kingdom of Heaven.”

«¢ Is the Obedience of C H R I8 T infufficient to
<¢ accomplith our Juttification?” —Here you would cor-
reét both the Language, and the Do&rine. The Lan-
guage : for you fay, ¢ Rather I would afk, is the
¢« Death of CH R 1S T infufficient to purchafe it.”
—To purchafe Juftification, you fuppofe, is more
proper and exprefﬁve, than to accomplith. As this
may feem a Strife of Words, 1 fhall difmifs it with-
out much Solicitude. Only I would tranfiently ob-
ferve, that to accomplith, denotes more than to pur-
chafe. 1t denotes the conftituent Caufe; what the
School-men call, the Matter of Juftification; orthe
very Thing which effets it. If your favourite
Phrafe implies all this, let it have the Pre-eminence.

Next, vou correct the Doltrine, by faying; ¢ [
¢ would rather afk, is the Death of CHRIST infuffici-

““ ent to purchafe Fuflification #”—I anfwer ; if you

* The Council of Trent, by her Interpreter Andradius,
thus Ckp"eﬁes herfelf ; C/)rz 'us obedientia /ua non meruit
credentibus in ipfum [olutem ’d)’ witam eternawi 5 fed hoc tan-

tummods meruit, quad propter iffum infunditur nolis charitas

inberens ; ut z‘l/a demum fit, qua hominem Deo non tantum
gratum, fed pergratum 5 non tantum acceptum, Jed peracceptum
reddat ad vitam eternam. Vid. Chemnit. Exam. Cone,

Trident. p. 146.

con-
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confiderthe Death of CHR IS 7, as exclufive of his
Obedience, it is infufficient. If you do not, there
is no great Reafon for your ftarting 2 Doubt, where
we both are agreed. And indeed it is fcarce worth
my while, to take Notice of it. I will therefore re-
turn to the Diftin&ion, which you think proper to
make, between accomplifhing and purchafing Jufti-
fication.—Why, Sir, would you fet afide the former
Phrafe ? Does it not imply, that which juftifies?
That very Thing, which commends us to GOD?
"That very Righteoufnefs, in which we ftand accepted
before Him ! Does not this Way of exprefiing guard
moft effetually againft the Errors of Popery, and
exclude all Co-efiiciency of Faith, of Works, or
any Thing elfe whatever?—I faid, the Errors of
Fopery. For a Popiyh Synod will allow ; that we
are not juftified without the Righteoulnefs of
CHRIST, by which He hath merited Juftifica-
tion for us. But declares, at the fame Time; if
any Man fhall fay, we are formally righteous, by
that very Righteoufnefs, let him be accurfed.—Ac-
cording to this, which is no very good Confeffion,
the Righteoufnefs of C HR IS8T purchafes, butdoes
not accomplifh ; it merits our Juftification, but does
not conftitute our juftifying Righteoufnefs. See, Sir,
whither your Refinements are leading you.

“The Saints in Glory, fays Ajpafis, afcribe the
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the LAMB.
¢¢ So do I, replies Mr. #efley; and yet I believe,
¢« He obtained for all a Poflibility of Salvation.”—
Is this Obje&lion pertinent ? Does A/fpajis’s Aflertion
contradiét your Belief? Does it not comprize, all
that you avouch, and much more? Is it pofiible,
that Mr. #%efley, who is fuch a Mafter of Logic,

thould
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fhould argue in this Manner ? ¢ The Saints in Glory

- <¢ afcribe all their Salvation to CHR IS T’s Bloed;
<¢ therefore He did not obtain a Poffibility of Sal-
¢ yation for all Men.” What a forced Conclufion
is this! What wild Reafoning is here! Such Pre-
mifes, and fuch an Inference, will probably incline
the Reader to think of a Sun-Beam and a Clod, con-
neéted with Bands of Smoke.

If you was determined to make this Paflage faulty,
you fhould have oppofed it with the following De-
claration of your Faith; ¢ Yet I believe, that
«« CHRIST obtained no more than a Poflibility of
¢¢ Salvation for any.” Then you would have fome-

. thing fuited to your Purpofe ; but not agreeable,
either to found Senfe, or found Doé&rine.—Not to
Jound Senfe.  Your Pofiibility of Salvation, is, if
People perform the Conditions. How then can they
afcribe the whole Glory to CHR IS T 2 At this Rate,
they do a Piece of Injuftice to their own Refolution
and Diligence; As thefe, by fulfilling the Condi-
tions, had a Hand in obtaining the Reward, thefe
ought to have a Share in receiving the Honour.—
Not to found Doclrine. — Afpajio believes much
more than a Poffibility of Salvation by FESUS
CHRIST. He believes a full and complete

. Salvation; according to that noble Text, 7t is
finifbed. A Salvation, not to be acquired, but
ablolutely given ; according to that preciousScripture,
G O D hath given to us eternal Life. Not upon fome
Terms or Pre-requifites, but without any Condition
at all ; according to that moft gracious Invitation,
HWhoever willy let him take of the Water of Life freely.
~—This [ look upon as found Do&rine. But will

your Notian, of a conditional Sglvaticn, propofed by
Way
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Woay of Bargain, and granted upon Terms, com-
port with this Gift of Grace ?

No more than @ Pyffibility of Salvation !—Yes,
Sir, CHRIST obtained a great and a free Salvation.
Great ; for it comprizes the Pardon of all Sin, origi-
nal and a&ual ; a Reftoration to entire and unaltera-
ble Favour; together with a Title to everlafting
Life and Glory.—This is fuch a Provifion for our
Happinefs, as becomes the immenfe Goodnefs, and"
inconceivable Majefty, of an incarnate G O D.
Such as not only fupplies our Wants, and fatisfies
our Delires, but furpafles our very Withes. Tranf-
porting us with Wonder, and filling us with Joy.—
To accomplifh all this, we may reafonably fuppole,
nothing lefs could be fufficient, than the aétive and
paflive Righteoufnefs of HIM ; who is gone into
Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers being
made fubject unto Him.—Since this matchlefs Ran-
fom has been paid ; fince thefe grand Conditions are
performed ; there is no Obftrution from the divine
Juftice, or the divine Truth. All that ineffable and
eternal Bleflednefs is now become free - Is granted to
Sinners, to Rebels, to the moft unworthy ; they are
allowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poflefs it, to
rejoice in it as their own Portion: And without the
Provifo of any good Thing in themfelves, purely on
Account of theirSA VIO UR’s all-fufficient Work.

I read in facred Hiftory of Elcazer the Son of Dodo
the Abobite, one of the three mighty Men with David;
bow be arofe, and fmote the Philiftines, until bis Hand
was weary, and bis Hand clave unto bis Sword; and
the L O R D wrought a great Victory that Day ; and
the People returned after Him only to fpoil. And
were not thefe mighty Men typical, faintly typical

of
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of our almighty REDEEMER ? Did not 7 ESTU.
alfo arife, and work a great Victory ¢ Has He not
triumphed gloricufly over Sin, and all our Enemies ¢
And what have we to do, but only to return, and
divide the Spoil, and fhare the Benefits of his Con-
queft ?—May we not boldly fay? < My Sin is done
¢ away, becaufe CHRIST has bore it on the curfed
¢« Tree. I ftand accepted before GO D, becaufe
¢« CHRIST has finithed the Righteoufnefs, which
¢ renders me unblameable and unreproveable. 1
¢¢ fhall receive the HOLY GHOST, becanfe
«« CHR IS8T is my Advocate ; and prays the FA-
¢« THER, that He will give me another Comforter.
¢¢ This facred Comforter, by thewing me the Riches
of CHRIST, will more and more fandlify my
¢ Nature.” To think and live in this Munner, is
to take the Spoil after our vi€torious Leader.

Let me clofe and confirm this Sentiment, with a
Paflage from that inimitable Penman, the Prophet
Ifziabh. Who, for his remarkably clear Views of
CHRIST, may almoft be admitted into the Num-
ber of Evangelifts; and, for his exquifitely fine De-
fcriptions of C HR [ 87, greatly exceeds all Orators
and all Poets.  ZZho 15 this that cometh from Edom,
with dyed Garments from Bozrah ? This that is glorious 1n
bis Apparel, trdvelling in the Greatnefs of bis Strength 2—
1 that [peak in Righteoufnefs, mighty to fave — W herefore
art Thouredinthine Apparels, andthy Garments like Him
that treadeth inthe IWine Fat ?—1 bave trodden the IVine-
Prefs alone, and of the People there was none with me.

The Prophet, like one thrown into a fudden Sur-
prife, with a beautiful Abruptnefs, cries outy, /¥bois
this ? What extraordinary Appearance difcovers it-
~elf to my Sight? Is it a human, ora divine Form,

; that
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that 1 behold! He comath from Edom the Country,
from Bozrah the Capital, of our profefled national
Enemies. Is He for us, or for our Adverfaries {—
The firft Queftion feems to proceed from a diftant
and indiftin& View. He then takes a nearer Sur-
vey, and defcribes the wonderful Perfonage with
greater Particularity. This that cometh with dyed
Garments, like fome terrible and victorious Warrior,
that has fcarcely fheathed the Sword of Slaughter.
Who is all encrimfoned, and ftill reaking with the
Blood of the Slain.

The Vifion becomes clearer and clearer. I fee
Him (adds the rapturous Prophet) glorious in his Ap-
parel. Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful.
Bearing in his Afpe&, in his whole Perfon, in his
very Drefs, the Marks of tranfcendent Dignity. Tra-
velling in the Greatnefs of his Strength. Not faint with
“Toil, nor wearied with the Fatigue of the dreadful
A&ion ; but like one, that is indefatigable in his
Zeal, and irrefiftible in his Power; and therefore
ftill prefling forwards, to new Victories; ftill going
on, from conquering to conquer.

The majeftic Object is, all this while, advancing.
At length, He approaches near enough, to hold a
Conference with this devout Enquirer. One would
naturally expect, that his Speech fhould be like his
Afpedt, alarming and tremendous. But Grace is on
his Tongue, and his Lips drop Balm. 1 that [peak
in Righteoufnefs : All whofe Words are Faithfulnefs
and Truth; an immoveable Foundation for the
Faith of my People. That fpeak of Righteoufuefs *

* Vox 1271 loqui confirudia cum prafixa 3, notat paffim,
thrafi facra, logui de re.

Of
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Of that myfterious Righteoufnefs, which is the De-
light of my FATHER, and the Life of the World.
To bring in which, is the Defign of my Appearance
on Earth, and to reveal it is the Office of my SPI-
RIT. By means of this Righteoufnefs, I am mighty
17 fave : To fave thee ; to fave any loft Sinner; to
fave them, as with the Arm of Omnipotence, be-
yond all that they can think, even to the very
uttermoft.

Here, the Prophet feems to be fomewhat at 2
Lofs, and takes Leave to renew his Enquiry. If
thou art come, not to deftroy M¢n’s Lives, but to
fave 3 Wherefore art thou red in thine Apparel, and thy
Garments like Him that treadeth in the IWine-Fat 2
Thefe indicate, not Deliverance, but Deftruction.
Thefe are Tokens, not of forbearing Mercy, but
of inexorable Vengeance.—"Tis true, replies the il-
luftrious Hero, 1 bave trodden the Wine-Prefs * 5 1

have

* Trodden the Wine-Prefs.—I can hardly forbear taking
Notice of the great Impropriety, with which this Text
and this Metaphor are frequently nfed by oar theological
Writers. They apply both to CHRZS7, as bruifed by
his almighty FA'T I E R ; and bearing the Weight of
that Indignation, which was due to the Sins of Mankind.
Nothing is more common, than to make this Text de-
fcriptive of his Agony in the Garden.—Ifindeed it had
been faid, I am trodden in the Wine-Prefs, the Image might
not be improper. But when it is faid, I bave trodden,
nothing can be more unfuitable to a State of Humiliation
and Suffering. This Phrafe evidently denotes Conqueft
and Triumph ; Enemies vanquifhed and totally deftroyed.
It fhould never thercfore be applied to the agonizing,
but to the triumphant SAVIOUR ; not to FESUS prof-
trate on the Ground, but to FESUS making his Foes
his Footftool.

As I have taken Leave to animadvert upon a common
Miftake, I would alfo take Liberty to pay Merit its due

Honour;
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have crufhed my Foes; I have trampled them under
my Feet; and Repentance was hid from my Eyes.
But thy Enemies were the Object of mine Indigna-
tion. Sin, and Death, and Hell are the vanquifhed
Adverfaries. Itis their Blood, that is fprinkled upon
my Garments, and that ftains all my Raiment.—
This Victory I have gained, by myfelf alone. Being
infinitely too great in my Power, to want an Affo-
ciate; and infinitely too jealous of my Honour, to
accept of any Afhiftance. Of the Pesple, whether
in Heaven or on Earth, there was none with me; to
afford the leaft Succour, or to take the leaft Share in
the glorious Work. The Salvation of Sinners;
their Deliverance from Wrath, and their Redemp-
tion to GOD ; is, in all its Parts, my A&, even
mine, and mine only. Yours be all the Benefit;
mine all the Glory,

The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, were,
A full Satisfattion to the drvine “fuflice, and a com-
plete Conformuty to the divine Law. ¢ This, fays

Honour ; by recommending to my Reader a poetical
Verfion of this Paffage, given us by Dr. Loavzh, in his
very elegant Work, entitled De /atra Poefi Hebraeorum,
Where he under’cands the Text, in the Senfe fuggefted
above; and tranflates 1t, in the very Spirit of iuazl
As the Lines are few, and the Book may not be in the

Hands of all my Readers, 1 will prefent them with a
Tranfcript.

— — —Llle parris vires indutus (T iram,

Dira rubens _gradztur per _/‘rageﬂ' & frafla polmlz?m
Agmina, prona folo 5 profiratifgue Eoflibus ultor
Infultat ; cex prela nove [pumantia muflo

Exercens, falit attritas calcator in uwvas,

Congefiamque firuem [ubigit: Cade atra recenti

Crura madent, rorantque iv eviw Janguine wefles.

Page 6z.
Mr.
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« Mr. Wefley to Afpafis, you take for granted, but I
¢¢ cannot allow.”—"T'hat 4/pafio does not take thefe
Points for granted, I thought, even his Enemies
would confefs. That he has attempted, at leaft,
to make good his Opinion, all the World, befides
yourfelf, Sir, will acknowledge. What elfe is the
Defign of Dialogue the third and fiurth? What elfe
is aimed at, in Dialogue the feventh, eignoth, and
ninth 2 The former treat largely of the full Satisfac-
tion, given to divine Juftice. The latter treat ftill
more largely of the Conformity, demanded by the
divine Law, and yielded by the divine 7 £ SUS.

Thefe Things, however, ¢ You cannot allow.”
—Not allow a full Satisfa&tion of divine Juitice to
be neceffary ! Are you not then acceding to the So-
cnian ¢ Not allow a complete Comformity to the
divine Law to be neceflary ! Are you not then warp-
ing to the Antinomian ¢ See, Sir, how you approach
the Rocks, both on the right Hand, and on the left.
May the KEEP ER of /frael, prelerve yourfelf and
your Followers, from f{uffering Shipwreck !—Every
one, I think, muft allow, what you deny ; who believes
the divine Juftice to be infinite, and the divine Law
to be unalterable. A Juftice, that will admit of any
Satisfaction, lefs than complete, can never be deemed
infinite. And if the divine Law can reft fatisfied
with an Obedience that is defetive, it is not fo ve~
nerable as the Law of the Adedes and Perfians.

““ The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, you
“ fay, are Repentance and Faith.”—I muft own, I
don’t much like the Expreflion Terms, unlefs it be
referred to the Mediation of CHR IS7. And you
yourfelf, if you would a& confiftently, fhould not
be over-fond of it, becaufe it is not fcriptural.

I Though
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Though, for my own Part, I havesno Quarrel
againit the Word, becaufe it is not the exact Phrafe-
ology of Scripture, but becaufe I diflike the Idea it
conveys. Shall we treat with the DEITY, as
free States or fovereign Princes treat with each
other ! The one obtaining from the other, Peace or °
fome advantageous Concefion, by complying with
his T'erms ?

To confirm your Opinion, That ¢¢ the Terms of
¢ Acceptance for fallen Man, are Repentance. and
¢. Faith,” you produce the following Text ; Repent
yey and believe the Gojpel.—Here you write, like a
Man of Senfe ; who knows, what juft Difputation
means. You lay afide your certainlies, your un-
doubtedlies, your unquejtionablies; and urge a Proof
from Scripture.— W hether you rightly underftand,
and duly apply this Proof, muft now be enquired.

Repent ye, and believe the Gofpel. 'This may be
the Meaning of the Exhortation. Repent ; relinquifh
all your wrong Notions, relating to the Way and
Manner of finding Acceptance with the DEITY.
Believe the Gofpel 5 which opens a moft unexpeéted
Avenue, for the Communication of this Blefling,
Which brings you T'idings of a Salvation, fully pro-
cured by the incarnate GOD, and freely offered to
the unworthy Sinner.—The Word you know, is
pélovoele.  Which, in its primary Signification, de-
notes not fo much a Reformation of Condu&, as a
Change of Sentiment.

Suppofe it to fignify a Reformation of Condudt.
The Meaning then may be as follows. Repent;
forfake all your Vices, and all your Follies ; mor-
tify every evil Temper, and renounce every evil
Way, In order to render this practicable, bel/reve

the
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the Gofpel. Wherein a SAVIOUR is preached
and difplayed. Who makes Peace for fuch Offen-
ders ; reconciles them to G OD ; and obtains eter-
nal Redemption for them. This will fweetly with-
draw your Affetions from Iniquity, and fweetly
attach them to the blefled GO D. Whereas, with-
out this powerful Expedient, you will never be de-
livered from the pleafing Witchcraft of your Lufts.
Sin will always have Dominion over you, fo long as
you are under the Law, and not under Grace.—
Repentance, thus underftood, is not the Condition
of obtaining Salvation, but the Fruit of Salvation
obtained.

Befides ; if Repentance be a Gift, it cannot be a
Term or Condition. He muft be a Stranger to the
Import of Language, and the common Ideas of Man-
kind, who will take upon him to affirm the latter;
and he muft be yet a greater Stranger to the holy
Word of GOD, who will offer to deny the for-
mer.—C HRIST is exalted, faith the Apoftle, o
give Repentance.  Not to require it, as a’Condition
of Bleflednefs; but to give it, as a moft eminent
Bleffing. Not require Repentance of fallen Man,
who is not able to think a good Thought ; but give
it, from his unfearchable Riches ; and work it, by
his almighty Power.

You fay, ¢ The Terms of Acceptance for fallen
“ Man, are, &%.”—Methinks, I thould be glad to
know, what you mean by fallen Man. Do you
mean (as you tell us, in your Colle&tion of Sermons)
¢ One dead to GOD, and all the Things of
““ GOD ¢ Having no more Power to perform the
“ A&ions of a living Chriftian, than a dead Body
“ to perform the Funétions of a living Man?”

I2 What
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What Terms, I befeech you, can fuch aone fulfill?
Be they ever fo difficult, or ever fo eafy, it maketh.
no Difference. 'The Hand, ftiff in Death, is no
more able to move a Feather, than to remove a
Mountain,.—W hatever, therefore, others may af-
firm, you, Sir, cannot talk of Repentance, to be
exercifed by fallen Man 5 until he is quickened and
enabled by Fellowfhip with CHRIS§T, the living
and Life-giving Head. Unlefs you chufe, either to
contradié¢t your own Affertion, That fallen Man is
abfolutely dead to all Good. Or elfe think proper
to maintain, That the Dead may not only aét, but
perform fome of the moft excellent Acts, and import-
ant Offices.

You fhould likewife, Sir, if you would write cor-
reCtly and argue forcibly, have told us, what you
mean by Faith. Otherwife, you may intend one
Thing, and I another, even while we both ufe the
fame Word. In this Cafe, our Difpute might be as
endlefs, as it muft be fruitlefs.

By Faith I mean, what St. fobn calls, 4 Receiving
¢f CHRIST. A Receiving of Him and his Bene-
fits, as they are freely given, in the Word of Grace
and Truth. If this, which is the Apoftolical, be a
proper Definition, then it feems not to come under
the Denomination of a Condition. They muft be
excefive Refiners indeed, who would call my re-
ceiving a rich Prefent, the Terms or Conditions of
poflefling it. Or would efteem my eating at a
plentecus Feaft, the Terms and Conditions of en-
joying it. Is not this to fubtilize, till found Senfe is
loft ?

Faith, according to St. Paul, is a Perfuafion, that
CHRIST loved mey and gave himfeif for me. Where

18
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is any Trace or any Hint of Conditienality, in this
Defcription ? I don’t hear the Apoftle faying ; He
loved me, provided I repent. He gave Himfelf for
me, in cafe I think this, or do that. But He gave
Himfelf for me, when I was ungodly, and bad per-
formed no Conditions ; when I was without Strength,
and could perform no Conditions.—Thus He gave
Himfelf for me, that I might have Remiffion of Sins,
through his Blood; and eternal Life, through his
Righteoufnefs.—Believing thefe delightful Truths,
and receiving thefe heavenly Privileges, I love my
moft adorable Benefator ; and abhor thofe Iniqui-
ties, for which he wept, and groaned, and died.—
That Love of CHRIST, is vital Holinefs; and
this Abhorrence of Sin, i1s practical Repentance.
And both are the Fruits, therefore cannot be the
Conditions, of Salvation by 7ESUS.

Some holy Men and excellent Writers, I confefs,
have not fcrupled to call Faith and Repentance the
Conditions of our Salvation. Yet I cannot prevail
on myfelf to admire or approve the Language. 1
fear, it tends to embarrafs the fincere Soul; to
darken the Luftre of Grace ; and to afford too much
Occafion for Boafting.

To embarrafs the fincere Soul—For, if I am faved
on Conditions, this will naturally divert my Atten-
tion from the grand and all-fufficient Caufe of Jufti-
fication, the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST ; which
alone gives folid Comfort. Inftead of delighting
myfelf inthe LORD REDEEMER, I thall be
engaged in an anxious Concern about the fuppofed
Conditions. Whether I have performed them ?
Whether I have performed them aright ! Whether

there may not be fome latent Defect, that fpoils all,
33 and
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and renders my Labour fruitlefs ? The more ferious
our Minds are, and the more tender our Confci-
ences, the more fhall we be liable to Perplexity and
Difquietude on this Head.

It ecipfes the Luftre of Grace —Ye are [aved by
Grace, fays the Oracle of Heaven. But if Salvation
be upon Conditions, it cannot be of Grace. It muft,
in fome Meafure at leaft, be of Works. Since it
depends upon working the Conditions ; it is obtained
by working the Conditions ; and the Candidate has
Reafon ro look principally unto his Performance of
the Conditions. They are to him, by incomparable
Degrees, the moft important Point. Becaufe, with-
out their all fignificant Interpofition, every Thing
elfe is as nothing. Even G O D’s everlafting Love,
and CH R 1§ 7’s everlatting Righteoufnefs, are, till
the Conditions are fulfilled, but Cyphers without the
initial Figure.

1t affords too much Occafion for Boafling.—May 1
not, in this Cafe, thank my own Application and
Induftry ? They, they exerted themielves fuccefs-
fully ; and behold ! the promifed Reward is mine.
What then fhould hinder me, from facrificing unto
my own Net, and burning Incenfe unto my own
Drag ?—At this Door the Notion of Merit will un-
avoidably creep in. Becaufe my Performance of the
Condition is meritorious of the covenanted Reward.
So far meritorious, that the Reward is my due. I
may demand it, as a Debt. And it will be an A&
of apparent Injuftice to with-hold it.—But fhall
thefe Things be faid unto the ALMIGHTY?
Wil thefe Things redound to the Praife of the Glory
of his Grace ? Do thefe Things hide Vanity from
Man; or confift with a Salvation, that is without

Money,
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Money, or without Price? Not quite fo well, T be-
lieve, yourfelf will acknowledge, as the following
Lines.

Let the iorld their Virtue boaf?,

Their Works of Righteoufnefs ;
1, a Wretch undone and lof?,

Am freely fav’d by Grace:
Other Title I difclaim,

This, only this is all my Plea 3
1 the chicf of Sinners am,

But JESUS died for me.

¢ Fallen Man, you fay, is juftified, not by per-
¢ fe& Obedience, but by Faith.,”—¢ Not by per-
¢ fedt Obedience.” Ah, Sir! If you had remem-
bered the Immutability of GO D, and the Spiritua-
lity of his Law, you would not have challenged this
Exprefiion.—*¢ But by Faith.” Here, ’tis true,
you ufe the Language of Scripture. Neverthelefs it
behoves a Watchman in /frae/, to thew how the
Language of Scripture may be abufed. TFaith, you
allow, is imputed to us for Righteoutnefs ; therefore
(you infer) not the Righteoufnefs or perfe& Obedi-
ence of CHRIST. 'This, if you mean any Thing,
or would fpeak any Thing to the Purpofe, muft be
your Way of arguing. So you would fet Faith
and CHRIST’s Righteoufnefs at Variance,
The former fhall exclude the latter from its
Office. Whereas, the former is only the Pitcher at
the Fountain, while the latter is the very Water of
Life. Is that blefled, glorious heavenly Expedient,

which, received by Faith, juftifies, fan&ifies, faves.
According to your Gofpel, Faith will fay to the
Righteoufnefs of the REDEEMER ; ¢ Depart
i ) ‘¢ hence.



120 LETTERS 20.ihe Let. VI.

¢ hence. I have no Need of thee. I myfelf ad as
<« the juftifying Righteoufnefs. 7 /fland in the Stead
¢ of perfect Obedience, in order to Acceptance with
¢« GOD*”—To this may we not reply? Was
Faith then crucified for you? Has Faith magnified
the divine Law ? Or is it by Means of Faith, that
not one Jot or Tittle of its Precepts pafs unfulfilled ?

If Faith, in this Senfe, is imputed for Righteouf-
nefs, how can you fublcribe that emphatical Article,
which declares; ¢© We are accounted righteous be-
« fore GOD, only for the Merit of our LORD
“ and SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST.” Sure-
ly, Sir, you are accounted righteous, for the Sake
of that, whatever it be, which ftands in the Stead of
perfe&t Obedience. That, whatever it be, may
claim the Honour; and to that Juftice itfelf cannot
but award the Prize.

If your Notion be true, the Believer ought to
have his own Faith principally in View. Whatever
prefents me perfeétly obedient before GO D, is my
greateft Good; is my choiceft Portion; the beft
Foundation for my Hope, my Peace, my Joy. Te
this, therefore, fo long as I know my own Intereft,
I muft chiefly look. Whereas, look unto JESUS,
is the Dire&tion of the HOLY GHOST. Look
unto his perfeét Atonement, and complete Righte-
oufnefs, and be faved ; is the grand unchangeable
Edi&, iflued from the Throne of Grace.

Perhaps, you will fay; Are not the Words eof
Scripture exprefly on my Side ? Faith is imputed for
Righteoufnefs, True. But is the Senfe of Scripture

on

* Thefe are Mr, Wefley’s own Words, in his Explica-

tion of this very Dotrine. See his Sermon on the Righs
teonfnefs of Faith, Vol L. p. 111,
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on your Side? Suppofe, I fhould undertake to prove,
that David was purged from Guilt, by the Hyflop
which groweth on the Wall ; this you would think
a wild and an impra&icable Attempt. But thould I
not have the Words of Scripture exprefly on my Side ?
Purge me with Hyflop, and 1 fhall be clean. Yet
fhould I not have the leaft Countenance imaginable
from the Spirit and Senfe of thofe facred Writings,
Has the Hyflop, a mean worthlefs Shrub, any Kind
of Fitnefs, to ftand in the Stead of the facrificial Blood,
and make the Atonement for Sin ? No more Fitnefs
has Faith, to ftand in the Stead of perfe&t Obedi-
ence ; to act as our juftifying Righteoufnefs ; or pro-
cure our Acceptance with G O D.
¢« What CH RIS T has done.”—Here Mr. Wefley
himfelf {peaks of what CHRIST, has done. He
reprefents it by a very magnificent Image. He lays
it as the Foundation of that firft and moft comprehen-
five Blefling, Juftification. In this I moft cordially
agree with him. Hoping, that we thall unanimoufly
join, to defend this important Sentiment, againft all
Oppofition; and endeavour to difplay the RE-
DEEMER’s Work, as well as his Paflion, in all
its glorious Excellency.
¢ What C HR IS8T has done is the Foundation
< of our Juftification, not the Term or Condi-
¢ tion.”—The Prophet //ziah had other Notions of
this Matter 5 If thou fhalt make his Soul an Offering
Jor Siny He fhall fee bis Seed. If * is the hypothetic
Language ; denotes a Term; exprefles a Condition;
on

* Ja. liii. 10. ='W DR, Si pofueris. FPocula IOR
walet conditionem, & refle wertitur per . Patet enim cla-
riffime, conditionem hic conjungi cum privilegio, prefiita
conditione obtinendo. ViTRIN.
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on the Performance of which, the MESSTAH fhould
fee bis Seed; fhould have a numberlefs Multitude of
Sinners, pardoned and renewed; born again of the
SPIRIT, and made Heirs of Salvation. The grand
Term, on which all thefe Bleflings depend, and by
which they are made fure to Believers, is, the pour-
ing out of the MESSIAH’s Soul, as a Sacrifice
for their Sins, and a Ranfom for their Perfons.

¢« The Foundation, not the Condition.”—Me-
thinks, you fhould offer fome Reafon for this Di-
ftinction. Efpecially, fince St. Paxnl aflures us ; that
CHRIST is, in the Work of Salvation, not this
or that only, but He is AL L.—Efpecially, fince
CHR 18T himfelf declares ; I am, in that grandeft
of all Affairs, the Redeioption of Sinners, the Begin-
ning and the Ending. And well He may be fo,
fince He is, as it follows in the Text, the AL-
MIGHTY.

Your Meaning, I prefume, is; what CHRIST
has done, is a Foundation for the Infiuence and
Significancy of our own Doings.  That they, under
the Notion of Terms and Conditions, may come for
a Share, and be his Co-adjutors in the great Work.
This was the Doélrine, eftablifhed by the Council
of Trent 5 this is the Do&trine, ftill maintained in
the Conclave of Rome ; and is, perhaps, of all their
Abominations the moft refined, yet not the leaft dif-
honourable to our SAVIOUR. It bears the greateft
Oppofition to the Truth of his Gofpel, and the
Freenefs of his Redemption.

I have heard it infinuated, that Mr. Z7e/ley is 2
Jefuit in Difguife. Tlhis Infinuation I rejeéted, as
the grofleft Calumny ; I abhorred, as Falfchood it-
felf. I acquit you, Sir, from the Charge of being

7 ' a Jelukt
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Jefuit or a Papift. But no body, I apprehend, can
~quit your Principles, from halting between Pro-
:ftantifm and Popery. They have ftolen the un-
allowed Fire. and are infected with the Leaven of
wntichrift.  You have unhappily adopted fome {pe-
ious Papiftical Tenets, and are liftening to the Mo-
aer ¢f Abominations, more than you are aware,

. Amidft all your Miftakes (and from Miftakes who
s exempt) I verily believe, your principal Aim is,
' he Honour of CHRIST, and the Edification of
souls, Therefore 1 fpeak the more freely. Was
rou a Bigot to Selfifhnefs, or a Devotee to Vain-
| Glory, fuch Liberty might be difpleafing. But I
am perfuaded better Things of Mr. /#7%/ley. He has
publickly declared, That ¢¢ wherein foever he is
¢¢ miftaken, his Mind is open to Conviétion ; and

“¢ he fincerely defires to be better informed.” This
is written in the true Spirit of a Chriftian. To this
Spirit I addrefs myfelf. Begging of you, Sir, with
the Sincerity and Tendernefs of a Brother, to confi-
“der thefe Hints impartially. Left, being mifled your-
elf, you miflead your thoufands and ten thoufands.
. In the mean Time, | hope, you will not take it
amifs, if, to my affetionate Entrcaties, I add my
earneft Prayers. 'That you, Sir, and your People,
may be in the Number of thofe bleffed Men, unto whem
G O D imputeth Righteoufnefs without J¥orks. W hich
I take to be the firft and great evangelical Privilege ;
as 1 am very fure, it is the richeft Benefit, I know
how to crave, either for you, or for your moft, ¢,

LETTER
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REv. Sir,
ERSONS f{killed in the Difle@ion of animal

Bodies, frequently mention comparative Ana-
tomy. May 1 borrow the Term, and apply it to
Theology ? I do then freely declare, that in Cafe
you cenfured Afpaji, for Points of Divinity, compa-
ratively [mall, you thould have no Oppofition nor
any Check from this Pen.

Some People for Inftance, are of Opinion, that
the Belief of a Parent is confiderably beneficial to
his Children. That, when St. Paul fays to the
anxious Jailor; LBelieve on the LORD JESUS,
and thou fhalt be faved, and thy Houfe; he promifes
fome fpecial Good, that fhould redound to the Man’s
Houfhold, from his own Receival of CHRIST.
Jt: feems, indeed, that the Apoftle muft intend
fomething of this Nature ; more than barely to fay,
Thy Family alfo, provided they follow thy Exam-

ple, fhall obtain Salvation with eternal Glory. If

this were the whole of his Meaning, he need not
have confined it to the Jailor’s Domefhcks, but
might have extended it to all the Inhabitants of
Philippi.

Such Tenets, whether admitted or rejelted, affet
not the maiz Point. Men may embrace which Side of
the Queflion they think proper,and yet be found in the
Faith of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. But Errors,

relating
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relating to that Righteoufnefs, which is the one efficient
Caufe of Juftification ; in which alone GOD is well
pleafed, and all his Perfeltions glorified ; which is
the only Spring of folid Peace, and true Godlinefs ;
fuch Errors are extremely pernicious. Thefe we
muft withftand with Refolution and Zeal. We may
not give Place to their Encroachment, no, not for
an Hour. The former may be compared to a Fly,
fettled on the Difth ; the latter are more like Poifon,
mixed with our Food. T'o diflodge that, may not
be amifs. But to prevent, or expel, or antidote
this, is abfolutely neceflary. In the former Num-
‘ber, perhaps, the Reader will rank your Obferva-
tion, which follows. DBut as I have undertaken to
follow you Step by Step, I muft not difregard it.
Afpafio, fpeaking of David, exprefles a high Efteem
for that Hero, King, and Saint. Allowing, that his
Efteem were carried a little too far ; where would
have been the great Hurt, or the grievous Offence ?
How, Sir, could this have led to ¢ unfettled Noti-
¢ ons in Religion * ”—I was inclined to anfwer
your Refletions, as the Hero himfelf anfwered his
cenforious Brother, Is there not a Caufe 2 Then
pafing on to another Subjeét, as He, perfeitly
Mafter of himfelf, and nobly fuperior to the Affrong,
turned to another Perfon. But as you feem to have
injured David, and not done Juftice to the Truth, I
ihall hardly be excufed, if [ difmils the Matter, with-
out fome more particular Notice,
G O D himfelf dignifies Daevid with the moft:
exalted of all Chara&lers, fays 4fpafio.—< Far, very
far
* The Reader will pleafe to remember, that the Pam-

phlet, which contains the Remaiks under Confideration,
is entitled 4 Preferwative againfl unfettled Notions in Religion.
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« far from it; fays Mr. Wefly. We have more
¢¢ exalted Chara&ers than David’s.””—W here, Sir?
Shew me, in any of the Saints, or in any of the fa-
cred Writers, a more devout, or a more divine
Spirie, than that which breathes in the Pen Man of
the Fjalms.  For my own Part, I know nothing fu-
perior to it, in any Author, or in any Language.
Neither can I conceive a more exalted Charalters
than the Character given of Devid, A Man after
GODs own Heart. If GOD be an unerring
Judge, if bis Approbation be the infallible Standard,
this Defeription muft exprefs the moft confummate
human Worth., Say whatever you will of a Perfon,
it does not, it cannot, exceed this moft illuftrious
Teftimony.

““ But this is faid of David in a particular Re-
¢ fpelt.”—Ay! Notwithftanding the HOL'Y SPI-
RIT has declared concerning himy 4 Man after
mine own Heart, who fhall perform all my Will. I
you was expounding this ‘T'ext, would you think it
right to fay ? He fhall perform all my Will, that is,
he fhall ferve me in fome particular Refpeit.—*¢ It
¢ was not faid, with regard to his whole Charater.”
No! Not when the SPIRIT of Infpiration has borne
this Witnefs to David ; His Heart was perfelt with.
the LORD bis GOD. Could his Heart be perfefd,
yet not influence his whole Condult i—*¢ But it was
«¢ faid in the fccond or third Year of Sau/’s Reign.”
Therefore it was not applicable to him, during the
future Years of his Life. 'This is the Inference you
would draw. But can you really think it a juft one ?
Or would you call that Perfon, a Man after GO D’s
own Heart ; who is fingularly pious in the Days of

his
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- his Youth, but fwerves and declines in his advanced
- Age?

Notwithftanding all thefe Remonftrances, you
puth Matters to the utmoft. As though it was a
Point of the lalt Importance, to prove David an
errant .Backflider. ~ With this View, you addj;
«¢ But was he a Man after G O D’s own Heart, all
¢¢ his Life, or in all Particulars ? ' So far from it,
¢ that”—Stop, Sir, T befeech you. And, before
you fpeak unadvifedly with your Lips, hear what the

- LORD himfelf replies, to both your Interrogatories 3

David did that which was right in the Eyes of ihe
LORD, and turned not afide from any Thing that be
commanded him, all the Days of bis Lif2, fave only in
the Matter of Uriah the Hittite. Surely, you was not
aware, that fuch Things are written in the Book of
G OD. Otherwife, you would not have contra-
dited them, with fo much Boldnefs. I will, there-
fore, put the moft charitable Conftruélion upen
your Procedure, and fay with the Apoftle; 7 was,
that through Inadvertence you did it.

There is not a juft Man upon Earth, that finneth not,,
is 2 Text quoted by Afpajis. Upon which Mr.
Wefley obferves 3 ¢ Solomon might truly {ay fo, be-
¢« fore CHRI1ST came.”—According to this Infi-
nuation, what Solomon {aid in his Proverbs and other
Books, was faid only by a fhort-fighted Mortal.
Who might adapt his Inftrutions to the prefent Oe-
conomy ; but was not able to plan a Syftem of Mo-
rals for Futurity, Whereas, I always fuppofed,
that his Writings were diated by that infinitely
wife SPIRIT, before whom all Times ace prefent,
and to whom all Events are known. Agreeably to
this Suppofition, St. Paw/ informs us; 1 hat awhatfo-

ver
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ever Things were written afore-time, whether by Solp=
mon or any other Prophet, were written for our Learn-
ing.—No; fuggefts Mr. /7efley. Here is fomething
written, which appertains not to us Chriftians. We
are above it.—Are you fo? Your Reafon for thefe
lofty Apprehenfions *—Why, ¢ St Fohn affirms,
s¢ [Vhofoever is born of GO D, finneth not.”

True; he finneth not habitually. 1t is not his
cultomary Practice. Thus the Paflage is explained
by another Apofile ; §iz, though it may make In-
furreCtion, does not reign in bis mortal Body. 'Though
it may affault him, yet it bas not Dominion over him.—

Again; He finneth not, is the fame Way of {peak-
ing, and to be underftood with the fame Limitation,
as that Text in Fob. HLE giveth not Account of any
of his Matters. How, Sir, would you interpret thefe
Words ? It is undeniably certain, that fometimes
G O D giveth Account of his Matters. He gave it
to Abrabamm, when Sodom, and Gomorrab, and the
Cities about them, were to be deftroyed with Brim-
ftone and Fire from Heaven. You would therefore,
I prefume, in fome fuch qualified Senfe expound the
Paffage ; ¢ He giveth not Account 5 it is not his ufual
¢« Way. Not a cuftomary Procedure with the fu-
«¢ preme Difpofer of Things. He generally re-
¢«¢ quireth his Creatures to tran{aét with Him upon
<« Truft. To give themfelves up, with an implicit
¢ Refignation, to the Veracity of his Word, and
«¢ the Good-Fleafure of his Will.”—The Harmeny
of Scripture, and the Neceflity of the Cafe, call upon
you to give the fame Expofition of the Text be-
fore us.

I faid, The Neceffity of the Cafe. For, you will
pleafe to obferve 5 the Thing affitmed, is affirmed in

fuch
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fuch a Manner, that it muft be applied to every in-
dividual Chriftian, and at the very Inftant of his
commencing a true Chriftian. The Apoftle fays
not, A Saint of the firft Rank, but whofoever. He
fays not, After fuch a one has been, for a confide-
rable Time, born of GO D ; but whofoever /s born,
is but juft entered upon the defirable State, finneth
not. The Charalter belongs to the very weakeft
Believer. The Defcription is fuited even to Babes
in CHRIST. To f{uppofe, therefore, that it im-
plies an entire Freedom from Sin, Infirmity, and
Defeét; is to fuppofe, that all the Children of the
Regeneration, are born in a State of Manhood ; or
rather, are more than Men, even while they are In-
fants of a Day.

Our Senfe of the Paffage is free from this Impro-
priety, yet gives no Countenance to Immorality,
Whofoever is born of G O D finneth not. He does not,
he cannot fin, like the Devil, or one atuated by the
diabolical Nature. This Interpretation is rendered
probable, by the Apoftle’s Antithefis; He that com-
mitteth Sin is of the Devil, It is rendered neceflary,
by the preceding Remark, and by the Experience of
Chriftians.—The Text, thus interpreted, is appli-
cable to the Babe in CHRIST, as well as to the
Adult. Though either of them may fall, through
the Violence or Surprife of Temptation, yet neither
of them can live and die in allowed Iniquity, whe-
ther of Omiffion or Commiffion. They cannot
have a fettled Love to any known Sin, nor can they
commit it with the full Confent of their Will.
 8olomon, when he uttered thofe humbling Words ¥,
had his Eye upon what you fomewhere call, ¢ the
* inconceivable Purity and Spirituality of the fa-

K ¢ cred

* Ectl, vii. 2o,
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¢ cred Precepts.” Upon that univerfal Obedience
which they require, in every the minuteft Inftance,
—That we do nothing, great or fmall, which they
forbid. Leave nothing undone, in Heart or Life,
which they enjoin.—That we do all this, in the
moft perfe& Degree. Not only ferving the LORD,
but ferving Him with all our Strength. Not only
loving our Neighbour, but loving him as our own
Soul. Ever exercifing the utmoft Regularity of Af-
fe&tion and Defire ; ever maintaining the utmoft Rec-
titude of Temper and Thought.—If you alfo, Sir,
had your Eye fixed upon the fame Law, as it deli-
neates and demands this ¢¢ inconceivable Purity and
<¢ Spirituality 3 you would not fcruple to acquiefce
in the wife Man’s Confeflion, nor think much to
adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it
calculated, not only for the Adpfaic Ara, and the
Meridian of fudea, but for all Times and all Places ;
till thofe new Heavens, and that new Earth appear,
wherein dwelleth confummate Righteoufnefs.

In many Things we offend all. ¢ That St. Fames
¢ does not fpeak this of himfelf, or real Chriftians,
“ will clearly appear to all, who impartially confi-
¢¢ der the Context.”—I wifh, Sir, you had made this
appear to one 3 even to him, whom you honour with
this Addrefs. Then I {hould not have been obliged
to afk ; Of whom fpeaketh the Apoftle ’—He fays,
My Brethren. Does not this imply true Believers,
and real Chriftians ?—He fays, /7¢ Teachers*, Does
not this comprehend himfelf, and defcribe his Ofs
fice '—He adds, #%e all. If he himfelf, and real
Chriftians, are not included in this moft compre-

henfive

® The Original is, not xupis Maflers, but NMuoxares
Teackers.
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henfive Claufe ; I would defire to know, in what Terms
they could poffibly be comprifed.

According to this Interpretation, the Arguing is
juft, and the Conclufion forcible. As though he
had faid,—¢ My dear Brethren; though you are
¢ truly converted to Chriftianity, yet do not unad-
<¢ yifedly engage in the arduous and awful Work of
¢ the Miniftry. Remembering, that we Minifters
¢ of the Gofpel, fhall be fubje&t to a ftricter Judg-
¢¢ ment *, than Chriftians in ordinary Life; and if,
¢ upon TTrial, we are found faithlefs, fhall receive a
¢¢ heavier Condemnation +.—The Danger, let me
¢« add, is very confiderable. Becaufe, fuch is the
¢ Frailty of our mortal State, that the very beft
¢ among us, and thofe converfant in facred Things,
¢ cannot always walk uprightly ; but, in many In-
¢¢ ftances, we trip, we ftumble, we offend.”

Whereas, if neither the Apoftle himfelf, nor real
Chriftians, be meant; I can fee no Propriety, nor
Force in the Reafoning. Nay; I can fee no Rea-
foning at all; though the illative Particle for evi-
dently requires it. Nothing but a moft infipid and
frivolous Affertion. ¢ For, in many Things, we
¢ that are not real Chriftians, offend.” Is this a
Difcovery, worthy of Apoftolical Wifdom ? Is this
all, that the infpired St. Fames meant to declare ?
You and I could have told him and his People a great
deal more. Whofoever is not a real Chriftian
offends, not in many Things only, but in every
Thing. To fuch a one nothing is pure. His Mind
and Confcience are defiled. His whole Life is Sin.

=2 We

* + Fudgment, Condemmation—The Word xgua may be
taken in both thefe Significations. |
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We have examined this Objeftion, as it ftands in
itfelf. Let us now take a View of it, as it may ap-
pear in its Confequences.—1In many Things we offend
all. ¢ The Apoftle fpeaks not of himfelf, nor of
¢¢ real Chriftians.” What fine Work would our
Adverfaries make with the Scriptures, if we fhould
allow them Mr. Wefley’s Liberty of Interpretation!
Tell a Pelagian, that all Mankind is depraved. Prove
the univerfal Depravity, by that abafing Text ; Al
we, ltke Sheep, have gone affray. How eafily may he
reply ; Al we, does not mean all Mankind. The
Prophet {peaks not of himfelf, nor of virtuous Per-
fons, But only of profane People, and Men of the
bafer Sort.— Tell an Arian, that our LORD
FESUS CHRIST is very GOD. Confirm the
glorious Truth, by that moft cogent Text; In HIM
dwells all the Fulnefs of the GODHE AD. 'The
Heretic has nothing more to do, than, in Mr. 72/
ley’s Manner, to anfwer; A/l Fulnefs does not mean
all the divine Perfe&ions, but only fome Pittance or
Portion of them.—Dear Sir, whenever you are dif-
pofed to criticife again, let me befeech you to con-
fider a little, the Import of Language, and the Con-
fequences of T hings.

Had the Words been, In many Things we offend,
you might, by difregarding the Context, have bor-
rowed {ome flight feeming Countenance for your
Criticifm, from Verfe the ninth. Where the Apoftle
1s fuppofed to perfonate the Wicked, Thercwith curfe
we Man. But in the Place under Confideration, he
enlarges the Sentiment, and ftrengthens the Lan-
guage. Though free from that particular Crime,
he was not free from this general Charge. Here
therefore he fpares not himfelf, He takes Shame

to
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to himfelf. And teaches the moft upright of the
human Race, to plead guilty before their Judge.
We the Servants of GO D; we the Ambafladors of
CHRIST; we all*—not one excepted—in many
Things oftend.—Where then could they, and O!
where can you and /, look for our Perfeftion; but
only in our divinely gracious SURETY, BRIDE-
GROOM, HEAD ? There let us feek it, where
fome excellent Lines (whofe Author you may pro-
bably know) have taught us te find it.

Now let me climb Perfeciion’s Height,
And into nothing fall ;

Be Iefs than nothing in thy Sight,
While CHRIST is all in all.

In the Paragraph which begins, ¢¢ O Children of
““ Adam,” you don’t diftinguith what the Law is
made to {peak, according to a new Scheme of Divi-
nity ; and what it really does {peak to true Believers,
on the Principles of the Gofpel. Give me Leave,
to re&ify your Miftakes ; and to point out the Man-
ner, in which you fhould have exprefled yourfelf.

To reftify your Miflakes—You fuppofe the Law,
upon Afpafis’s Plan, fpeaking to this Effe&t. < O
¢ Children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to
¢ love the LORD your GOD with all your Heart.”
Indeed you are. The Obligation remains, and is
unalterable. But it has been fully fatisfied, as the
Condition of Life and Immortality, by the Believer’s
glorious SURETY.—¢ Once I infifted on abfolute
¢ Purity of Heart. Now I can difpenfe with fome
“ Degrees of evil Defire.” No fuch Thing. Every

K 3 Degree

“ Ne feipfos quidem excipinnt Apofleli, Brxcpi. in log.
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Degree of evil Defire I condemn with inexorable Ri-
gour. But every f{uch Offence has been thus con-
demned, and thus punifhed, in the Fleth of your
crucified LORD.—¢¢ Since G HRIST has fulfil-
< led the Law for you, you need not fulfil it.”
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the Jufti-
fication of your Perfons, or to obtain eternal Life
and Glory. This, to you the greateft of Impoffibi-
lities, has been performed in your Behalf, by a ME-
DIATORanda REDEEMER, to whom no-
thing is impoflible.—¢¢ I will connive at, yea, ac-
¢ commodate my Demands to your Weaknefs.”
Not this, but what is much better. I fee no finful
Weaknefles in you. Becaufe, they are all covered *
with the refplendent Robe of your SAVIOUR’s
Righteoufnefs. Therefore, I no longer curfe, but
blefs you, and fign your Title to everlafting Happi-
nefs.—Thus the Enmity of our Nature is {lain,
Thus the Precepts, even the ftricteft Precepts, be-
come amiable and defirable. We love the Law,
which, through-our dear REDEEMER, is no
longer againft us, but on our Side. Is a Meflenger
of Peace, and bears Witnefs to our Completenefs in
CHRIST.

The Manner, in which you fhould have expreffed your-
Jelf—=This is what the Law fpeaks, according to A/~
pafi’s Doctrine, ¢¢ O Believers in CHRIST, 1

€¢ am’

* Plal. xxxii. 1. Blefled is be, whofe Iniquities are co-
wered. Upon this Text St. Jerom very ingenioufly,and very
comfortably defcants ; Quod tegitur, non widetur ; guod non
widetur, non imputatur 5 quod nom imputatur, non punietur.
'That which is covered, is not feen ; that which is not

feen, is not imputed ; that which is not imputed, fhall
not be punifhed.
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< am, like my divine Author, confummate and un-

- ¢¢ changeable. I did require, I do require, and

¢¢ ever fhall require, perfe& Love to GOD ; per-
<¢ fect Charity to your Neighbour; and perfet Ho-
¢¢ linefs, both in Heart and Life. Never abating
¢ one Tittle of thefe my Requirements, I fhall de-
¢ nounce the Curfe upon every Difobedience ; upon
¢¢ the leaft Departure from abfolute Perfe&tion.—
¢¢ But this is your Comfort, Believers; that the
¢¢ Curfe is executed upon your moft holy SURETY.
¢ This is your Comfort, Believers; that my Pre-
¢ cepts have been fully obeyed by 7ESUS your
¢« SAVIOUR. As this was-done, in your Nature,
¢ and in your Stead, I am fatisfied, and you are
¢ juftified. Now, though I can never difpenfe with
¢¢ any Fault, nor connive at any Infirmity; yet I
¢¢ behold all your Faults laid upon IMMANUEL.
¢ I behold all his Righteoufnefs put upon you.
¢ And on Ais Account, I acquit you; I accept you;
¢ and pronounce you righteous *.”

This is the Language of the Law to the Faithful,
as they are in CHRIST FESUS. Thisis the
Spirit of Ajpafi’s Converfation with his Friend The-
ron. "The native Tendency of this Do&rine, and its

K 4 1514 powerful

"~

L)

* 1 think, it is no Mifreprefentation, to fuppofe the
Law fpeaking, in this Manner, to the Believers.—Be-
caufe, to them o/ Things are become neaw. - Confequently,
the Voice of the Law is new.—Becaufe, a// Things are
tkeirs.  If fo, the Sentence of the Law is theirs. Not to
overwhelm them with Confufion, but to make them joy-
ful through Hope.—Becaufe, this is the Language of the
almighty LAWGIVER, to the Redeemed of the LORD
FESUS ; and furely the Law will not jar, but harmonize
with its Author, faying ; How sball I curfe awhom G O D
bath not curfed ? Or how foall 1 defy, whom the LORD

- Fath not defied ?
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powerful Agency in producing true Holinefs, are
profefledly difplayed in the tenth Letter ; and not ob-
fcurely hinted, in various other Places. If you can
prove, that it has a contrary Tendency; you will
prove, that the Grace of GOD does no longer teach
us to deny, but prompt us to commit Ungodlinefs. An
Attempt, in which, with all my Efteem for your
Perfon, and Deference to your Abilities, I cannot
with you GO D fpeed.

¢ Does the Righteoufnefs of GOD ever mean
¢« (as you affirm) the Merits of CHRIST #"—
W here do I affirm this, Sir? Be pleafed to produce
the Paffage. At leaft refer us to the Page.—4/pafio,
in the Place which offends you, fpeaks of what
C HRIST has done and fuffered; of his active and
paffive Obedience. Thefe Expreffions you change
into ¢ The Merits of CH RIST.” Which, being
an ambiguous Phrafe, may ferve to perplex the
Caufe, rather than clear up the Difficulty. Give me
Leave, therefore, to reftore 4/pafi’s Words, and to
{tate the Queftion fairly.

¢ Does the Righteoufnefs of GO D ever fignify
¢¢ the active and paflive Obedience of CHRIST 27
To this Mr. #efley replies, ¢ I believe not once in
< all the Scripture.”—Why then, Sir, do you not
difprove, what Afpafis has advanced, in Support of
this Interpretation ? ¥ou believe one Thing: He be-
lieves another. And there is this /ttle Difterence,
in the Ground you refpectively go upon. He appeals
to Argument, and Scripture. You reft the whole
Matter, upon this fingle Bottom, ¢ I believe {0.”

You proceed—¢¢ It (that is the Righteoufnefs of

¢ GO D) often means, and particularly in the

¢ Friitle to the Romans, G O D’s Method of Juﬁl-
&8s { I)q-
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¢ fying Sinners.”—Suppofe, I fhould fay, in my
Turn; This Phrafe never means, no, not in the
- Epiftle to the Romans, GO D’s Method of juftifying
Sinners. I fhould then argue in your own Way.
Bring a Shield, fuited to your Sword. Juft as good
an Argument to defend, as you have brought to de-
ftroy my Opinion. What would the judicious Rea-
der fay, on fuch an Occafion ? Would he not fmile,

and cry ; ¢ A goodly Pair of Difputants truly !”
But let me afk ; Does the Holinefs of GOD fig-
nify his Method of fanétifying Sinners ? Does the
Wifdom of GO D fignify his Method of making
Sinners wife ! This no Mortal has fufpe&ed. This
you yourfelf will hardly venture to aflert. Why
then fhould we take your Word, when, without
affigning the leaft Reafon, you diftate and declare,
«¢ The Righteoufnefs of GOD means his Method of
¢ juftifying Sinners ”—You muft pardon us, Sir,
if we prefer St. Peter’s Judgment. His Judgment,
in that memorable Paflage; 727%0 have obtained like
precious Faith in the Righteoufnefs of our G O D, even of
our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. This Sen-
tence is a Key to all thofe Texts in the INew Tefta-
ment, and many of thofe in the Old, which men-
tion the Rightcoufnefs of GO D. Here. it necefla-
rily fignifies the Righteoufnefs of ¢ HRI8T; be-
caufe, none elfeisour GOD and SAVIOUR.
Here, it confefledly fignifies the Object of juftifying
Faith. Which cannot be the effential Righteouf-
nefs of an abfolute GO D, but muit be the vicarious
Righteoufnefs of an incarnate G O D. And why
fhould you fcruple to call the Righteoufnefs of
CHRIST, the R?ghtcou"zmﬁt of GO D? Since his
Blood is called, the Blood of G CD. His Life,
whick
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which he laid down for us, is called the Life of
G OD. And he himfelf, as the Author of our
Salvation, is called FEHOVAH (or GOD felf-
exiftent and everlafting) our Righteoufnefs.

It is poflible, you may produce fome Commenta-
tors of Eminence, who coincide or have led the
Way, in this your [anterpretation. But may we not
alk them, as well as yourfelf, on what Authority
they proceed P—Is this the plain and natural Signifi-
cation of the Words? No; but an apparent Force
upon their natural Import.—Does this tend to fix
and afcertain the Senfe of the Paflage? No; but it
gives the Paflage fuch a rambling T'urn, as will ac-
commodate itfelf to the Sentiments of Arians or So-
cinians, Arminians or Papifts.—Is this reconcileable
with the Tenour of Scripture? He bath made H1M
to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we might be made
the Righteoufnefs of GOD in Him. Make a Trial of
your Interpretation upon this diftinguithed Text.
See, how it will accord with common Senfe, or the
Analogy of Faith, 'That we might be made the
Righteoufnefs of GOD ; that is, ¢¢ That we might
< be made G O D’s Method of juftifying Sinners.”
Can you yourfelf, Sir, upon an impartial Review,
be pleafed with fuch Interpretations of f{acred Writ ?

How much more noble, and how much more
comfortable, is the ealy and obvious Senfe ; which
the Words, in a moft beautiful Climax, afford ! He
made C HRIST, who was perfeélly free from Sin,
both in Heart and Life; G O D made Him to be
Sin, juftly chargeable with it, and juflly punifhable
forit. ‘T'hat we, who are full of Sin, both original
and aCtual, might be made righteous—and not barely
righteous, but (which is a much ftronger Expref-

fion)
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fion) Righteoufnefs itfelf—yea, that we might be made,
what exceeds all Parallel, and paffes all Underﬁaﬂd-
ing, the Righteoufnefs of GO D *, Might have that
very Righteoufnefs for our Juftification, which the
G O D of all Perfeéiion, uniting Him{elf to our Na-

ture, wrought, finithed, and infinitely enobled.
Mr. Samuel Clarke, in his Annotations on this
Verfe, on Rom. i, 17. on Kom. x. 3. writes in the
fame vague and unfatisfaltory Manner as yourfelf.
I could mention another celebrated Commentator,
who leans to this timid and trimming Scheme.—I
fpeak thus freely, becaufe I look upon the Article of
Juftification through the Righteoufnefs of our GOD
and SAVIOUR, to be the fupreme diftinguithing
Glory of Chriftianity. Becaufe, [ confider it as the
richeft, incomparably the richeft Privilege of the
Chriftian. To have a Righteculnefs—a confummate
Righteoufnefs—the very Righteoufnefs of the incar-
nate G O D—dignified with all the Perfections of
the divine Nature—to have this Righteoufnefs im-
puted for our Juftification ! Matchlefs, inconceivable
Bleffing !

* St. Chbryfoflom expounds the important Paflage, in
much the fame Manner. His Words are worthy, not
only to be copied in a Note, but to be written on our
Hearts. Nu®- ralx Aoyos, Wakog Tavle WRETNT Svvnzilas
855 Tov yap Sixason, Quaw, emainaey a,y,cg"w?\oy, W TE auoplwieg
wonon &xaseg. MaAroy de 80 e?wg BTy, GAA’ 0 TWOAAW ;45»5‘4 Ve
O yap eén sgnusy, A’ a.zﬂ'r,v THY fwowfirﬂa. Cv VAP EVIFEY, ETGITEY
a/.cagqa)?\ov, a’A’ acy.aé?mv. ¢7-2 :\:,} NILEVS 'ysva.e()au Br SVTE o“mcuo;,,
arho é\w.uoavm, ;57‘ (CFF] owa;oo‘um What Words can er' e ’fr.,
ar avhat Thoughts can conceive, the Greatnels of thofe Things 2

fe made the R IG HTEOUS O NE a Sinner, that Uf/ ﬁ/~
male avretched Sinners rzg/.:teous This, though st welloa ,,y
great, is not all. The Word is not in the Coﬂa cte, but in the
Abfiract. He made the FUST ONE, not a Sizner, bat
Sin ;5 that awe might be made, not righteons only——but Righie-

oufuefs itfelf—yea, the Righteoufuefs of GO D,
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Blefling ! This fills the Believer’s Heart with inex-
preffible Comfort and Joy. ‘This difplays the Grace
of GOD, in the moft charming and tranfporting
Ligbt. This conftitutes the moft engaging Motive
to Love, to Holinefs, and to all willing Obedience.

Let us not then treat of it, in fuch diluting Terms,
or in fuch a compromifing Strain, as fhall defeat the Ef-
ficacy of the heavenly Cordial, or deliver up the pre-
cious Depofitum to the Enemies of the Gofpel. Let
us rather, &y a clear and full Adanifeflation of the
Truth, of this capital and leading Truth efpecially,
commend ourfelves to every Man’s Confcience. Their
Humour may diflike it, their Prejudice may reject it;
but their Confcience, whenever it awakes, and gains
the Afcendant, will embrace it; will cleave to it;
and rejoice in it.

But ftay. Let me proceed cautioufly. Not tri-
umph immaturely., You rally your Forces, and pre-
pare for a frefh Attack. A/pafio tells his Friend ;
That the Righteoufnefs of G O D, fignifies a Righ-
teoufnefs of the moft fuper-eminent Dignity. Such
as is worthy to be called by his Name, and may
juftly challenge his Acceptance. To this you reply,
¢ I cannot allow it at all.”—4/pafio fupports his
Opinion by Scripture, by Reafon, and by a very
refpeCtable Authority. All which Mr. 77/ley would
confront and overthrow, by that one irrefragable
Proof, ¢¢ I cannot allow it at all.”—Surely, faid I,
upon reading fuch controverfial Triflings, delivered
with the Air of Oracular Refponfes ; furely this Let-
ter muft have flolen its Way into the World. It
was defigned as a Prefervative for Mr. Zefley’s pri-
vate Societies only. It could never be intended for

public View, and general Examination. Since every
Reader
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Reader is treated, not as his Judge, no, nor as his
Equal, but as his Pupil. Not as one, that is to be
addrefled with Argument, and convinced by Reafon-
ing, but as a tame Difciple, that is to acquiefce in
the great Preceptor’s folemn ¢ say so.”

To your next Paragraph I have no material Ob-
jection. T might indeed complain of an unfair Quo-
tation. But I fhall only obferve, that you would
difcard the Expreflion, Imputation of Righteoufnefs,
and infert in its Stead, Interef in CHRIST. You
had not always, Sir, fuch an Averfion to the Phrafe
imputed. Witnefs that Stanza in one of your
Hymns ;

Let Faith and Love combine
To guard your valiant Breaf,
The Plate be Righteoufnefs divine,
Imputed and impre/s.

However, in this Place I am willing to gratify you.
Becaufe, it will be difficult to fhew, how a Sinner
can have a real Intereft in CHRIST, in what he
has done and what he has f{uffered, any other Way,
than by Imputation. I am willing to gratify you,
provided you do not entertain that ftrange Conceit,
of an incomplete Intereft, or an Intereft in Half the
REDEEMER. But look upon the Holinefs of
his Nature, the Obedience of his Life, and the
Atonement of his Death, as the one undivided inef-
fable Treafure, in which every believing Sinner is
interefted.  As that which is the all fufficient Caufe
of his Juftification ; rendering acceptable, firft his
Perfon, then his Performances ; and, at the laft, in-
troducing him, with Dignity and Triumph, into
everlafting Habitations.

6 Here
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Here I lay down my Pen; unlefs you will permit
me to relate a little Piece of Hiftory, not foreign to
your laft Sentiment.—A certain General, happened
to obferve a common Soldier diftinguithing himfelf,
on the Day of Battle, with uncommon Activity and
Courage. Determined to reward Merit, wherever
it was found, he advanced the brave Plebeian to a
Captain’s Poft. Who had not long enjoyed the
Honour, before he came to his Benefa&or, and,
with a deje&ted Countenance, begged Leave to re-
fign his Commifiion. The General, furprifed at
fuch an unexpeted Requeft, atked him the Reafon.
Your Officers, faid the Petitioner, being Gentlemen
of Family and Education, think it beneath them to
affociate or converfe with a Ruftic. So that, now,
I am abandoned on every Side ; and am lefs happy,
fince my Preferment, than I was before this Inftance
of your Highnefs’s Favour.—Is this the Caufe of
your Uneafine(s ? replied the General. Then it
thall be redreffed, and very {peedily. To Morrow I
review the Army, and to Morrow your Bufinefs
thall bedone.—Accordingly, when the Troops were
drawn up; and expected, every Moment, to begin
their Exercife ; the General calls the young Hero
from the Ranks ; leans his Hand upon his Shoulder
and, in this familiar endearing Pofture, walks with
him through all the Lines.—The Stratagem had its
defired Effe&. After fuch a fignal and public Token
of his Prince’s Regard, the Officers were defirous of
his Acquaintance ; and courted, rather than fhunned,
his Company.

And will not the Favour of the blefled FESUS,
give us as great a Diftiné&tion, and as high a Recom-
mendation, in the heavenly World ? Will not the

5 - Ange)ic
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Angelic Hofts refpect and honour thofe Perfons,
who appear wathed in his Blood ; cloathed with his
Righteoufnefs ; and wearing the moft illuftrious
Tokens of his Love, that he himfelf could poflibly
give !—In thefe Tokens of his Love may we and
our Readers be found ! Then thall we meet one ano-
ther with Courage and Comfort, at the great T'ri-
bunal ; with Honour and Joy, amidit the Angels of
Light ; with everlafting Exultation and Rapture,
around the Throne of the L. A M B.

Under fuch pleafing Hopes I take my Leave at
prefent, and remain your, .

kB Fo T oBoRe VHIL

Rev, Sir,

YOU introduce theParagraph,that comes next un-
der our Confideration, by avery juft Diftin&ion.
Afpafio had obferved, that a Rebel may be forgiven,
without being reftored to the Dignity of 2 Son. To
which you reply; ¢ A Rebel againft an earthly
¢ King may ; but not a Rebel againt GOD. In
¢ the very fame Moment that G O D forgives, we
¢¢ are the Sons of G O D.”—This is perfectly right,
But hence to infer, that the Converfation of our two
Friends is no better than ¢ an idle Difpute,” is nat
very polite, and not at all conclufive. DBecaufe,
Remiffion of the Offence, and Reftoration to Fa-
vour, may come, in the fame Moment, and yet be
. different
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different Bleffings. That afflited Patient, men-
tioned in the Gofpel, had, at the fame Inftant, his
Ears opened and the String of his Tongue loofed.
Were thefe Effcés, therefore, one and the fame
Kind of Healing ?—Befides ; why are Forgivenefs
and Sonthip united in the divine Donation ? Becaufe,
the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedience of a
Son, were united in the divine REDEEMER.
So that we muft ftill have our Eye, our believing and
adoring Eve, upon the meritorious Righteoufne(s of
our LOR D.

¢ Pardon and Acceptance, though, &F¢.” Here
I fee nothing but the crambe repetita.—<¢ The Words
¢ of Fob, &e.” Here I fee nothing but the ufual
Argument, our Mafter’s #pfe dixit. Therefore we
will pafs on to the next Period.

Two Texts of Scripture are produced. You fet
afide A/pafi’s Interpretation, to make Way for one
of your own. Which might have pafled without
Sufpicion, if it had appeared in your Sermons, or
been delivered from your Pulpit. Where a Perfon
may be content with the general Senfe, without en-
tering upon a critical Nicety. But, by rejecting
Afpafic’s Expofition, you feem to intend a peculiar
Degree of Accuracy. Let us then examine the Paf-
fages, with fuch a View.—Grace reigneth through
Righteoufnefs unto eterwal Life; ¢ that is, the free
¢ Love of GOD brings us, through Juitification
¢ and Sanctification to Glory.”

In this, I queftion, Sir, whether you are exactly
orthodox. You lead the Reader to fuppofe, that
San&ification is as much the Caufe of Glory as Jufti-
fication. That CHRIST’s Work, and our Graces,
have juft the fame Weight; act in the very fame

Capacity ;
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Capacity ; have, at leaft, a joint Influence, in pro-
curing eternal Life.—You fhould rather have ex-
prefled yourfelf in fome fuch Manner; ¢ The free
¢ Grace of GOD brings us, through the joyful
¢ Privilege of Juftification, firft to San&ification,
¢ or the Love of his blefled Self ; then to Glory, or
¢ the Enjoyment of his blefled Self.”

Befides ; you neglect the Significancy of that beau-
tiful and emphatical Word, reigneth. On this much
Strefs ought to be laid in reading the Sentences
therefore, it ought not to be totally over-looked in
explaining the Sentence. Grace is difcovered in
other Inftances. Grace is exercifed in other Bleflings.
But by giving us eternal Life ; by giving it freely,
even when we are undeferving guilty Creatures ;
this ever amiable Attribute reigneth. 1t is manifefted
with every grand and charming Recommendation.
It appears, like the illuftrious Solomon, when feated
on his inimitably fplendid Throne of Ivory and
Gold : Or like the magnificent Ahafuerus, when he
Shewed the Riches of bis glorious Kingdom, and the Ho-

nour of bis excellent Majefty.
Another Particular I cannot perfuade myfelf to

admire. You change the Word Righteoufnefs into
Fuftification.  Inftead of faying, ¢ Brings us through
¢¢ Righteoufnefs ;” you fay, ¢ Brings us through
« Juftification.” By this Language, you fcarce
diftinguifh yourfelf from any Heretic. You may
rank with the Arian, or with the Sectarift of any
Denomination. They will, every one, allow the
Neceflity of Juftification, in order to final Felicity.
But not the Neceflity of a Righteoufnefs adequate to
the Demands of the Law, as a Foundation for this

blefled Hope.~~You do juft the fame Injury to
L CHRIST



146 LETTERS to the Let. VIII,

"CHRIST and his Righteoufnefs, which obtain
this inconceivable Recompence of Reward; as yot
would receive from a Meflenger, who carries a rich
Prefent to your Friend, but will not acknowledge
from whom it comes. It comes, he confefles, from
fome Man ; but obftinately refufes to fay from Mr.
Fobn Wefley. Whereas, Afpafio {cruples not to own,
nay, rejoices to declare, from whence the invaluable
Benefit of Jultification proceeds. Not from Works
of the Law ; ne, nor from Works of the SPIRIT;
from nothing done by us, from nothing wrought in
us ; but wholly from the Blood and Obedience of
FESUS CHRIST.

The next Paflage, on which you defcant, is;
That they may receive Forgivenefs, and a Lot among the
Santtified. “{'hus, you tranflate the Original. AJ-
pafio, not affecting needlefs Novelty, is content with
the common Verfion. That they may receive Forgive-
nefs of Sins, and Inberitance among all them that are
Jfantiified, by Faith that is in ME.—Why do you
omit the Word S5 & Forgivenefs, I own, implies
it. But the Apoftle chufes to exprefs it. By which
means, the Sentence becomes more full and empha-
tical. Grace is more highly honoured, and Man
more deeply abafed.—I wonder alfo, why you thould
prefer Lot to Inheritance, which is the ufual Tranfla-
tion. The latter Word conveys a much more noble
and plealing Idea to the Engli/b Reader, than the
former.—Receive Forgivenefs of Sins ; not earn it (let
us mark this) by performing Conditions, but receive
it, as an abiolute Gifi. Juft as Fofeph's Brethren
received the Portions, fent them from the Viceroy
of Egypt’s Table.— Receive an Inberitance ; confifting

‘of all fpiritual Bleflings here, and a Tiile to everlaft-

mg
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ing Bleflednefs hereafter. All which are beftowed
as freely, as the feveral Portions of Land in Canaan
were, by Misfes and Fsfbua configned over to the
Tribes of Ifrael for a Pofleflion.— Among thefe that
are fanétified. 1f you fhould enquire, how Sinners
are fan&ified ! The Anfwer is added ; By Faith which
1s im ME. Not for Faith, as your conditional
Scheme fuppofes 3 but &y Faith. By accepting the
Bleflings mentioned ; by Jooking upon them as our
own ; through the divine Gift; and by living in the
delightful Enjoyment of them. Thus our Hearts are
won to GO D, and filled with his Love. Thus
they are weaned from Vanity, and renewed in true
Holinefs.

Is the Satisfaction made by CHRIS§T’s Death,
fufficient to obtain both our full Pardon, and our
final Happinefs ? Afpafio has anfwered this Queftion
in the Negative. He has confirmed his Opinion, by
the Authority of Scripture, and the Teftimony of
Reafon. Mr. /efley thinks it enough to reply;
¢¢ Unqueftionably it is fufficient, and neither of the
¢¢ Texts you cite prove the contrary.”—How eafy,
by this Way of arguing, to overthrow any Syftem,
and filence Demonftration itfelf !—But pray, Sir, be
pleafed to recolle& yourfelf. Did you not, a little
while ago, extol A/pafic as ‘¢ unqueftionably right,”
becaufe he made the univer/al Obedience of CHR ST,
from his Birth to his Death, the one Foundation of
his Hope ? Yet here you condemn him, as ‘¢ un-
¢¢ queftionably wrong,” becaufe he does not attri-
bute all to CHRIST’s Death exclufively. Will
Mr. Wefley never have done with Self-Contradics
tion! Why will he give me fuch repeated Caufe to
complain {— Que teneam vultus, e,

L2 I



148 LETTERS tothe Let. VIIL

If it was requifite for Chrift to be baptized, argues
Afpafio, much more to fulfil the moral Law.—¢¢ I
<¢'cannot prove, replies Mr. efley, that either one
< or the other was requifite, in order to his purchaf-
¢ ing Redemption for us.” Why then do you admit
his Obedience to the moral Law, as an effential Part
of the Foundation of your Hope ¢ A tottering Foun-
dation methinks, which is laid in a Doétrine you
cannot prove.

But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove
it for you? You are not called to prove this Point,
Sir, but only to dilprove, what Afpafic has ad-
vanced, in Confirmation of it.—That it was requi-
fite for our LORD to be baptized, He himfelf ac-
knowledges. Speaking of that {acred Rite, he fays,
Thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righteoufnefs. It be-
cometh 5 was it not requifite for CHRIST, always
to act the becoming Part ? In every Circumftance to
demean himfelf, according to the utmoft Decorum
and higheft Dignity of Chara&ter ?—¢¢ This was
€ not requifite to purchafe Redemption for us.”
For what then was it requifite? Not to wath away
any Stain from the holy 7 ESUS. Not to obtain
any Bleflednefs for the SON of the HIGHEST.
Since, as the SON of the eternal G O D, He had
an undoubted Right to all the Bleflings of Heaven
and Earth, of Time and Eternity.

¢¢ But it was not requifite, that He thould fulfil
¢¢ the moral Law.”—No ! Do you then eftablifh the
Law ? Are not you the Autinomian, Who would
have finful Man faved, yet the divine Law not ful-
filled, either by them or their SURETY? This
is a ftrange Way of magpnifying the great Standard

Bl



Let. VITL, Reverend Mr. WESLEY. 149
of all Righteoufnefs. Rather, it is the fure Way of
difhonouring and debafing it. — What fays our
LORD ? 1 came, not to deflroy the Law, but to fuifil *.
Did this fignify, as fome expofitory Refiners fuggeft,
only to vindicate and illuftrate, the Law ; to explain
its higheft Meaning, and refcue it from the falfe
Glofles of the Scribes ; the Bufine(s might have been
done by the Prophets and Apoftles. No Occafion
for the KIN'G of Heaven to appear in Perfon. His
Ambafladors might have tranfacted the whole Affair
of Vindication and Explanation. But to fulfil every
Jot and Tittle, prefcribed in its Commands; to fuf-
fer all the Vengeance and the whole Curfe, de-
nounced in its Penalty ; this was a Work worthy of
the SON of G O D—praticable by none, but the
SON of GO D—and, being executed by HI M,
is truly meritorious of Pardon and Life for poor Sin-
ners; of their Reftoration to the divine Favour, and

of their Admiffion into the heavenly Kingdom,
L3 The

* Matt.v. 17. Some Expofitors would perfuade us, that
the Word aanguoes fignifies fully to explain. This Senfe 1
am far frem difcarding ; but in this Senfe I can by no
means acquiefce. It neither gives us the whole, nor the
principal Part of our L OR D’s Meaning. Let us place
the Matter in a different Light ; then I believe the Scan-
tinefs of the Interpretation, and the Impropriety of the
Notion, will appear unto all Men.—We will fuppofe an
ungodly Perfon who has learned from Books, the {piritual
and extenfive Import of the divine Law. Having a ready
Utterance, he explains it clearly, properly, fully. Does
any Mortal fay of this Lip-Pratitioner, that he fu/fils
the Law ? No fuch Thing. A Syftem of Precepts can
never be fulfilled, without a due and punétual Obedience.
To open, to adjuft, to enforce a Set of Injuniiions, is as
far from fulfilling them ; as to give a Defcription of a
Battle and a Conquett, are different from fighting the
Enemy, and gaining the Victory.
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T'he moral Law is inviolable in its Nature, and of
eternal Obligation. This is a Truth of great Impor-
tance : With this is conne&ted, and on this depends,
the abfolute Neceflity of a vicarious Righteoufnefs,
I am no longer furprifed, that you dilpute againft
the latter, fince you queftion or deny the former.—
But confider, what our LORD fays farther upon
this Subject, in the fifth of St. Aatihew, and the
eighteenth Verfe. Perhaps, you will reply; ¢ I have
¢ both confidered it, and expounded it, in my Ser-
¢ mons.” You have. Bat in fuch a Manner, as, [
hope, you will live to retra&. Thus you expound the
awful Text, and turn it into a Piece of unmeaning
Tautology. ¢ One Fot or one Tittle fball in no wife pafs,
¢ t1ll Heaven and Earth pafs ; or as it is exprefled im-
““ mediately after, ti// all (or rather all Things) be ful-
¢ filled, till the Confummation of all Things *.”
You would make ews av waperln o gpov®? 3 1 ym,
and sws oy wasle yeilai, fynonimous Phrafes, ex-
preflive of the fame Thing. Thus ftands the Paf-
fage, interpreted according to your Criticifm. ¢ Till
¢ the Confummation of all Things, one Jot or one
¢¢ Tittle thall in no wife pa’s from the Law, till the
¢ Confummation of all Things.” See! to what
miferable Subterfuges a Man of Learning is driven,
in order to evade the Force of a Text, which mili-
tates ftrongly for the meritorious Obedience of
CHRIST.

How much more juft, more noble, more ufcful,
is the common Expofition, and the obvious Mean-
ing ¢ Which we may thus introduce—T hefe are the
Terms of Life and Happinefs to Man. Whofoever
falls fhort, G OD himfelf pronounces accusfed,

And

* Sermons by Joun WesLey, Vol. II. pag. 173,
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- And will the UNCHANGEABLE go back

from his Purpofe ; make Abatement in his Demands ;-
or come to a Compofition with his Creatures? No
verily. He is of one Mind, and who can turn Him*.
1t were eafter for Heaven and Earth to pafs +, for al]
Nature to be unhinged, and the Univerfe to drop
into Diffolution ; than for one ot or Tittle of this un-
alterable Law to pafs, without a per fect Accomplifbment §
in every the minuteft Inftance.

By CHRI1ST’s Sufferings alone the Law was
not fatished ; fays Afpafin. ¢ Yes, it was;” re-
plies Mr. efley.—Then all the indefatigable and
important Labours of his Life, all his exemplary and

thining Graces, muft be mere Superfluities. Ad
L4 leaft,

* Job xxiii. 13.

+ Ews av wagshen 0 goav® %, 1 Y, A proverbial Expref-
fion, to denote the utmoft Impowmoility. See it explained
Luke xvi. 17. In this Connection, it fignifies the abio-
lute Certainty of our LORD’s Declaration, both as to its
Truth and as to its Accomplithment —If I may borrow
the Language and the Imagery of Horace, they will not
unfitly exprefs, what is affirmed concerning the Law.,

87 fracius illabatur orbis,
Immobilem ferient ruine.

1 EBus av wasle yemlas. ¢ The Word A/, fays Mr.
““ Wefley, does not mean all the Law, bat all Things in
“ the Univerfe.” How forced a Conftruttion ! How
contrary to Grammar! Since the Law, and the Things
which it comprehends, are the immediate Antecedent.—
How much more properly and confiitently has Dr. Dod-
dridge explained the Paflage! ¢ 77/l all Things, which
“ the Law requires, or foretells, thall be effecied. The
¢ Tranflation here given, is moft literal, and moft com-
‘ prehenfive. The Law bas its Effec?, when its Sanctions
‘“ are executed, as well as when its Precepts are obey-
“ ed.”—Let me add; In cafe of a violated Law, then
enly it 1s fulfilled, or has its Effeét, when both the former
and the latter refpeétively obtain their End.
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leaft, they could have no Merit, but were neceffary
only by Way of fetting us an Example.

The Prophet was of another Mind. 7h¢ LO R D
15 well pleafed for his Righteoufnefs [ake. By this Righ-
teoufnefs, not barely by his Sufferings, He will mag-
nify the Law and make it honourable *.—The Apoftle
was of another Mind. G O D fent for:h his SON,
made of a Woman, made under the Law. What?
Only to bear its Curfe ? Only to undergo its Penal-
ty ? Not to fulfil its preceptive Part !} Which is con-
fefledly the principal Part in every Law ; and to en-
force which, all Penalties are added.—You yourfelf
ought to be of another Mind. For you have already
and truly obferved, that Pardon and Acceptance al-
ways go together. ¢ In the fame Moment that
<« GOD forgives we are the Sons of GOD.” And
wherefore ! The Reafon is, becaufe the Sufferings of
a Sinner, and the Obedience of a Son, went to=
gether in the REDEEMER. And without this
Union, the Redemption of Man had not been
complete.

¢¢ The Law required only the Alternative, obey or
¢ die.”—Some of your Errors are lefs confiderable ;
this I take to be a firft-rate Miftake. According to
this Suppofition, Cain, and Fudas, and all the Dam-*
ned, are righteous. Becaufe they die ; they bear the
Curfe ; they fuffer everlaftingly ; and thereby con-

form

® [fa. xlii. 21. I am fenfible, there are Expofitorsy
who give g different Turn to thefe noble Words. But I
had rather take the Voice from Heaven for my Guide,
than all the Expofitors in the World. Even that Voice,
which declared concerning CHR ST, and his Work,
CHRIST and his Righteoulnefs, In thefe 7 am avell-pleajed.
Which is one of the moft capital Sayings in the Bibley
and a Clue to lead us into its whole Meaning.
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form to one of the Law’s Alternatives.—One of the
Law’s Alternatives ! No. Here I am wrong. It is
one of your Alternatives. The divine Law knows
no fuch Thing. No Law on Earth knows any fuch
Thing. San&ions and Penalties annexed to a Law,
are never looked upon as equivalent to Obedience §
but only as Prefervatives from Difobedience.—In all
the Compafs of your Reading, Have you ever mef
with a Law, that makes f{uch Propofals to its Sub-
je&ts? ¢ Conform to the Regulations eftablifhed,
<¢ and you fhall enjoy my Privileges, you fhall fhare
¢ my Honours. Or, if you chufe to violate all my
¢ wholfome Inftitutions, only fubmit to'the Penalty,
¢ and you fhall have an equal Right to the Immu-
¢ nities and Preferments.”

“ The Law required no Man to obey and die
¢’ too.”—But did it not require a Tranfgreflor to
obey and die? If not, then Tranfgreflion robs the
Law of its Right, and vacates all Obligation to Obe-
dience.—Did it not require the SURETY for finful
Man, to obey and die ? If the SURETY dies onlyj
he only delivers from Punithmeént. But this affords
no Claim to Life ; no Title to a Reward. Unlefs
you can produce fome fuch Edi& from' the Court of
Heaven, Suffer this, and thou fhalt live. I find it
written, In keeping thy Commandments there is great
Reward. No where do I read, In undergoing thy
Curfe, there is the fame Reward.—W hereas, whern
we join the active and paffive Obedience of our
LORD; the Peace-fpeaking Blood, with the Life-
giving Righteoufnefs ; both made infinitely merito=
rious, and infinitely efficacious, by the divine Glory
of his Perfon; how full does our Juftification ap-
pear! How firm does it fland ! It has all that the

: 7 Law
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Law can demand, both for our Exemption from the
Curfe, and for our Title to Blifs. :

efore I take my Leave of this Topic, let me
make one Suppofition, for which your Way of
thinking afcrds the jufter Ground. Suppofe, our
LORD FESUS CHRIST had yielded a perfeét
Conformmty to the Precept, without ever fubmitting
to the Penalty 3 would this have been fufficient for
the Juftification of a Sinner. Here is one of your
Alternatives performed. Upon the Foot of your
Principles, therefore, it would, it muft have been
fufhicient.—But this is {o wild an Opinion, fo con-
trary to the whole Current of Scripture, that to pro-
duce it, is to refute it.

Where Scripture afcribes the whele of our Salva-
tion to the Death of CH RIS T, a Part of his Hu-
miliation is put for the Whole. To this Mr. Zefley,
objefls; ¢ I cannot allow it without Proof.”—I
with you would remember the golden Rule, (of do-
ing as you would be done by) and, fince you infift
upon Proof from others, not be fo fparing of it in
your own Caufe: I with likewife you would impar-
tially confider what Afpafio has udvanced, upon the
Subje&t—Has he not given you the Proof you de-
mand ’'—*¢ No; He was obedient unto Death is no
¢« Proof at all.”—But is that the only Thing urged?
If one Argument is madequate, muft all be incon-
clufive ! Becaufe you have routed one Detachment,
have you therefore conquered the whole Army?
However let us fee, whether this Detachment,
weak as you fuppofe it, may not be able to fuftain
your Attack.

Does not the Scripture afcribe the whole of your
Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? To this

Queftion
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' Queftion Afpafio replies, This Part of our LOR D’s

meritorious Humiliation is by a very ufual Figure
put for the whole—The Death of CHR/ST in-
cludes not only his Sufferings, but his Obedience—
The fhedding of his Blood was at once the grand In-
ftance of his Sufferings, and the finithing Act of his
Obedience ; in this View it is confidered, and thus
it is reprefented by his own Ambaflador, who, fpeak-
ing of his divine Mafter, fays, ¢¢ He was obedient
¢ unto Death, even the Death of the Ciofs.”—
¢ This, you reply, is no Proof at all, as it does not
¢ neceflarily imply any more, than that he died ia
¢¢ Obedience to the FATHER.”

How do fome People love to cramp the enlarged,
and debafe the magnificent Senfe of Scripture ! Surely
this Text implies ; and not implies only, but forci-
bly exprefles both the active and paflive Obedience of
CHRIST. 1t is not andlavey, He died; but
yevopev@y vannoos, He became obedient.—Can you fee
nothing of his attive Righteoufnefs in thefe Words ?
For my Part I can fee very little befides—This is
what the following Claule confirms—Let common
Senfe be Judge—Obedient, not barely iz Death,
but unte Death, like that Expreflion of JEHOV AH,
by the Prophet, Unto hoary Hairs I will carry you.—
Does not this give us a retrofpect View of Youth
and Manhood, as well as lead our Attention forward
to old Age! In like Manner, Obedient unto Death.
Does not this refer us to all the previous Duties and
Virtues of a righteous Walk ; while it leads us to the
clofing Scene of all, a refigned Exit? Does it not
moft naturally mean, obedlent through the whole
Courfe of Life, even to the laft all- conp]cat ing In-
ftance, a voluntary Submiflion to Death !—How

5 eafy
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éafy and obvious is this Interpretation ! How grand
and graceful is this Meaning !

I can nomore admire your Tafte (confidered) as 4
Critic, than I can adniire your Doétrine (confidered)
as a Divine. Give me the Expofitions of Scrip-
ture, which a&, not like the nofturnal Damp, but
Tike the Morning Sun ; not fhrivelling and contra&-
ing, but opening and expanding thofe Flowers of
Paradife the Truths of the Gofpel, that they may
difplay all their charming Beauties, and breathe out
all their reviving Odours. 1 think, upon the whole,
we have very fufficient Caufe to affert and to abide
by our Affertion; that when the Scripture afcribes
the whole of our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST,
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the Whole ; and
in thus fpeaking, the HOLY SPIRIT copies
after himfelf. For, if the Death infli¢ted on the
firlt Adam included every Evil confequent upon the
Fall; the Depravity, as well as the Mifery of the
Creature, it was meet that the Death to which the
fecond Adam {ubmitted, fhould inciude every Good,
needful for our Recovery ; the Obedience as well as
the Sufferings of the REDEEMER. It was meet
that the Price, exprefled by the fame Word, fhould
be as extenfive as the Punifhment.

¢ But how does it appear that he undertook this
¢ before the Foundation of the World #”” At what
‘Time does Mr. #V%e/ley {uppofe, that CHR IS T un-
dertook the Work ? Not till Sin entered and Man
apoftatized ? Was it then an incidental (upftart) Ex-
pedient, fetched in to remedy fome unforefeen Dif-
after? Was it a Device, which owed its Birth to
fome unexpe&ed Contingency, occafioned by the
Perverfenefs of the Creature? Far, far from it.—It

was
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was the grand, original, all comprehending Plan,
the Way in which G O D, long before Time com-
menced, decreed to manifeft the Glory of his Grace,
and the Luftre of all his Perfections. The World
was made as a proper Theatre, on which to difplay
and execute this moft magnificent Scheme ; and all
the Revolutions of human Affairs like fo many un-
der Plots in the Drama, are {ubfervient to the Ac-
complithment of this capital Defign.—¢¢ Known un-
¢ to GOD are all his Works,” determined by
G OD are all his Counfels, from the Beginning of
the World, more efpecially this grandeft of all the
divine Difpenfations ; this Mafter-piece of his un-

fearchable Wifdom.
< But was this by a pofitive Covenant between
¢«« CHRIST and the FATHER?” Afpafio pro-
ceeds to illuftrate and confirm the Doélrine of an
everlafting Covenant between the almighty FA-
THER and his co-equal SON. He produces
feveral Texts of Scripture, to each of which you ob-
je&t as infufficient for his Purpofe : Each of your Ob-
je&ions I fhall anfwer, only by adding a fhort Com-
ment, explanatory of their Spirit and Force—¢ This
¢ proves no previous Contradt,” that is, I deny it,
and therefore it cannot prove your Point. ¢ Nei-
<¢ ther does this prove any fuch Thing.” Fhat is,
I cannot or will not fee the Proof. And therefore
~ there is none.—¢ That Exprefion does not necef-
¢ farily imply any more” than I pleafe to allow.—
< In the Way or Method he had chofen;” of which
I am the fole complete Judge, and my Judgment
ought to be decifive in the Cafe.—Thus would Mr,
Wefley have, not Afpafio only, but the Public alfo,
receive his DiQates (tanguam a Tripode) as abfolute
Oracles,
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Oracles.—For here is only bare Affertion, or bare
Denial, without any Vouchers, but his own Word,
without any Authority, but his own Declaration,

In Pjalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Coves
nant are circumftantially recorded, which were the
Iacarnation and Obedience of the eternal S O N,
¢ A Body haft thou prepared me—Lo ! I come to
¢ do thy Will.” ¢ Nay, here is no Mention of
¢ any Covenant, nor any Thing from which it can
¢ be inferred.” How many Times fball 1 adjure thee,
faid Ahab to Michaiah, that thou tell me nothing but that
which is true ¢ And how many Times fhall I intreat
Mr. Wefley to obje&k nothing, without afligning fome
Reafon for his Objection? At leaft not to think of
convincing my Judgment, and converting me to his
Opinion by a bare f4y /o.—DBut I have done—perhaps
I have trefpafled upon the Patience of the Reader,
in exprefiing my Difappointment fo frequently; per-
baps I may alfo bear too hard upon Mr. Zefley in
atking for Proofs, when it may be no fmall Diffi-
culty to produce them. To return—¢ Nay here is
¢ no Mention of any Covenant, nor any Thing
¢ from which it can be inferred.”—T hat the Word
Covenant is not mentioned is very true, that there
is no Reference to any fuch Thing is not fo certain:
Let us confider the whole Paflage—*¢¢ Sacrifice and
¢ Burnt-Offering thou didft not require :” If Sacri-
fices and flain Bealls are not the Objcct of the divine

- Complacency, in what will the L O R D delight?
The next Words declare, ¢ A Body haft thou pre-
¢ pared me:” dince the Law cannot be fulfilled
without doing, nor Juflice fatisfied without dying,
« Lol'l come, fays the fecond Perfon in the T R I-
« NITY, toundertake both, fince this Undertak-

“ 1ng
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¢ ing muft be accomplifhed, by O N E who is finite,

o5 that he may die ; and infinite, that he may con-
«¢ quer Death ; I will accomplith it in the divine
“ and human Nature. For this Purpofe a2 Body
¢ haft thou prepared me, in this Body lo! I come,
¢« willingly and chearfully I come, to perform, to
¢¢ fuftain, to fulfil ail; and fo to do thy great, thy
¢¢ gracious Will.”—May we not rationally f{uppofe
this fpoken by Way of (Reftipulation, or) Com-
pliance with the FATH ER’s Demands ? That the

Matter is thereby brought to a folemn Contraét ?
Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational Suppofi-
tion, therefore gives us, upon the following Words,
a perfectly correfponding Comment. In the Volume
of the Book it is written of me. ¢ Which is no
¢ other than a Bill, or Roll of Contra& between
¢« the FATHER and CHRIST ; wherein 1s
¢ fuppoled to be written the Agreement, prepara-~
¢ tory to that great Work of CHRI87’s Incar-
¢ nation, wherein He, undertaking to fulfil the
“ Will of GOD, to perform all allive, and alfo
¢ all paflive Obedicnce, even unto Death, had the
“ Promife from GO D, that he fhould become the
¢ Author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him.”
Thus fays our learned Countryman. And what
fays the blefled Apoftle ? Whofe Expofition and Ap-
plication of the Pafluge, you feem to have forgotten,
at leaft not to have thoroughly weighed. Having
quoted the Paflage, argued from it, and difplayed the
Benefits obtained by this all-fufficient Propitiation,
‘he adduces a Text from Feremiah relating to this
very Subje@t, and explaining its Nature: Whereof
the HOLY GHOST alfo isa Witnefs ; of what?
of the Juftification and Sandlification of Sinners,
both
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both founded on, both effected by, the Sacrifice
of the dying 7 E SUS. Tranfadtions, which both
the Prophet and the Apoftle confider under the No-
tion of a Covenant, as is plain from the following
Quotation, ¢ For after that he had faid before,
¢ this is the Covenant which I will make with them
“ in thofe Days.” Hence it appears, that the Au-
thor to the Hebrews faw fomething in the Words of
the Pfa]mift, from which the Doctrine of a Covenant
might be inferred.

Another Copy of this grand Treaty is recorded
Ifa. xlix. from the {urft to the fixth Verfe. ¢ Thave
“¢ read them but cannot find a Word about it in all
¢ thofe Verfes; they contain neither more nor lefs
¢¢ than a Predition of the Salvation of the Gen-
< tiles.” They contain a Predi¢tion and fomewhat
more, they defcribe the Way whereby this moft de-
firable Event fhall be brought to pafs. This the
L OR D himfelf declares fhall be by Way of Cove-
nant; I will give thee for a Covenant to the Peo-
¢ ple.”—This Verfe we may look upon as a Key
to the preceding. It teaches us to confider them as
defcriptive of the auguft Covenant ; of its Eftablifh-
ment, its Parties, and its Terms : Indeed the Verfes
themfelves lead us to the fame View, for what is a
Covenant? A Contra&, wherein a Condition is
prefcribed ; a Promife is made, and both are ratified
by a mutual Agreement—"The Condition is pre-
feribed in thofe Words 3 Thou art my Servant O
Ifrael *, in whom I will be glorified. 'The Promife is

* Jfrael is the Name of the Church, often given to her
in this Prophecy, CHRIST and his Church, by Virtue of
the Union between them, have the fame Names. As
fhe is fometimes called by his Name, “ The LOR D
»* our Righteoufnefs.”—So he is here called by her Name

Yragl. See Fer. xxxiil, 16,
' made
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made in thofe Words, Thou fhalt raife up the Tribes
of Facobs reflore the preferved of Ifrael, and be my
Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. 'The Agreement
is fpecified or implied in thofe Words (7 have [pent
my Strength for nought, yet) furely my Fudgment
is with the LORD, and my Work with my
GO D.

The great Vitringa, after having expounded the
whole Claufe, concludes in this Manner : ¢ Ante-
¢ quam ab his verbis, fenfu feecundiffimis, fummam
¢ doltrine Evangelicae complexis, difcedam, mo-
¢¢ nere velim, eadem clarifime deformare totum
¢¢ myfterium conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem
¢ & Mefliam filium ejus, in humana carne appari-
¢ turum, inite, perinde ac in locis qua ex aliis
& experpdy oPfal. xb.on. | Zeéh viv 13 Pater ut
¢ Dominus, filio ut Mefliz, offert gloriam longe
¢ ampliffimam, mediationis & falvationis Judzorum
¢ & gentium, qua gloria, omnium quz mentc con-
¢¢ cipi poflunt, eft maxima, fub lege five fub con-
¢ ditione profundiffimi obfequii fervilis ; eaque fti~

¢¢ pulatio utrinque ratihabetur ¥,
If

* Vitring. inloc. Before I leave this Paragragh awbick
s fo rich in Senfe, and contains the very Subflance of Evan-
gelical Do&rine, Iaould obferwe that it mofl clearly and ex-
alily delineates the myflerious Counfel of Peace, planned betaeen
GOD the FATHER, and his divine SON. The FATHER
as fupreme LO RD, offers to his SONthe MESS IAH the
higbefl Glory, that awhich fhall refult from juftifying, fancii-
Jying, and Javing, awith an everlafling Salvation, both Feaws
and Gentiles. This Glory, the greateff avhich Thought can
conceive, is propofed on the Terms, or under the Condition of
bis deep Humiliation, even to the State and Obedience of a
Servant. The awhole paffes into a folemn Contral?, and is ra=
tified on either Side,

M Here



ab2 LETTERS ¢ the Let, V111,

If upon a ftriter Review, this Prophecy be found
o exprefs no fuch Thing as a Covenant, I am very '
willing to give up the Proof. So much the rather
as it makes no Part of Afpafis’s Difcourfe, is only juft
mentioned in a Note ; and ftands not in the main
Body, but only asa Corps de Referve.

By the Covenant of Works, Man was bound to
obey in his own Perfon.—Here you take #fpafio up
very fhort, and reply, ¢ So he is under the Cove-
¢ nant of Grace, though not in order to Juftifica-
¢ tion.” 'This is the very Thing he means. Nor
could you eafily have miftaken his Meaning if you
had only done him fo fmall a Piece of Juftice as to

Here our Author {ebjoins an Extra& from 129 ywn2
a Rabbinical Treatife. Which is very remarkable; for
fucha Writer, fingularly juft ; one of the moft curious, as
well as valuable Pieces of Fewvi/s Antiquities that ever
fell in my Way. I believe it will afford no unpleafing
Entertainment, perhaps fome {piritual Benefit to the Rea-
der. For which Caufe I take Leave to tranfcribe it.—
“ GOD began to enter into a Covenant with the ME 5-
“ SIAH, and faid, MESSTAH, my righteous one,
¢ the Sins of thy chofen People are likely to bring Thee
¢ into a State of great Toil and extreme Affliction ; Thy
¢ Lips fhall tafte Gall, Thy Tongue fhall cleave to the
“ Roof of thy Mouth, Thy Body fhall be wafted with
¢ Sorrow and Sighing. Is thy Love to thy People in-
* violable ? Art thou willing to refcue them on thefe
¢ Conditions ? If thou undertakeft their Recovery, well ;
“ if not, they arc rejeted from this Moment, and pe-
¢ rifh for ever.—To this MESSTAH replied, LORD of
« Eternity, I am pleafed with the Office, I accept thefe
*¢ Conditions; and am willing to undergo all Tribula-
¢ tion, that my People may enjoy a Refurreftion (to
¢ the Life of Grace and the Life of Glory.)—Then faid
¢ the holy, blefled G OD, be it fo. Immediately the
¢ MESSIAH took upon him our Miferies, as it is written
“ in the Book of the Prophet Z/ish, He was opprefled
“ and He was afliCted.”

: read
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rcad the whole Paragraph, of which, fince you feem
cither willingly or through Inadvertence to be igno-
rant, I will beg leave to tranfcribe it ;—¢¢ Between
¢¢ the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of
« Grace, this I apprehend is the Difference. By
¢¢ the former, Man was indifpenfibly bound to obey
¢ in his own Perfon, by the latter, the Obedience
¢« of his SURETY is accepted inftead of his own.
¢ —The Righteoufnefs required by both, is not fin~
¢ cere, but complete, not proportioned to the Abi-
¢ lities of fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law,
¢ and the Majefty of the LAWGIVER.” You
fee the whole Argument turns upon a complete Righ-
teoufnefs, fuch as fatishes the Law, and is an ade-
quate Ground for Juftification: This, I imagine,
fallen Man is not obliged by the Covenant of Grace
to perform, if fo, we fhall be at a Lofs to find any
fuch Thing as Grace  if fo, we ean have no Hope
of obtaining Salvation with eternal Glory. There
will be too much Reafon for applying to all Markind
thofe awful Words of the Prophet ; /n the Day theu
mayft make thy Plant to grow, andin the Morning thos
mayfl make thy Seed to flourifh 5 but the Harveft fhall be

a Heap, in the Dayof Grief and defperate Sorrow.
Biefled be G O D the melancholy Strain is fuper-
feded.—"T"hough the Terms in the firft Covenant
were a perfet Obedience, though the Terms once
fixed continue unalterable, yet in the new Covenang
there is a Change and Subftitution as to the Perfor-
mer ; without any Relaxation as to the Performance.
Inftead of perfonal Cbedience we are juftified through
the Obedience of our MEDIATOR, #e are made
the Righteou/nefs of GO D in bim: Thatis, we are
furnifhed with a Plea, as prevalent for our Juflifica-
M 2 tion
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tion and Admiflion into the divine Favour, as if we
had retained our Innocence untainted ; and in every
Refpeét conformed ourfelves to the Righteoufnefs
which the Law of G O D requires *.—T'hus the Sal-
vation of Sinners, neither clathes with the T'ruth,
nor interferes with the Juftice of the fupreme LE-
GISLATOR.—On the contrary, it becomes a faith-
ful and ju/t Procedure of the moft high G O D, to
juftify bim that believeth on JE SUS.

The Obedience of our Surety is accepted in-
ftead of our own. ¢¢ This is neither a fafe, nor a
¢ fcriptural Way of Speaking.”—That the Obedi-
ence of CHRIST is accepted for our Juftification,
is a Do&trine warranted by Scripture, it may there-
fore very juftly be reckoned a fcriptural Way of
Speaking. And if his Obedience is accepted for this
Purpofe, our own, was it ever fo confiderable, could
come in for no Share of the Work. Our own,
though ever fo gorgeoufly arrayed, muft {tand afide,
or be caft into Shades, juft as the Stars hide their
diminifhed, or rather extinguithed Heads, when the
Sun appears in his meridian Splendour, becaufe
the Obedience of CH RIST is of infinite Dignity
and Value. And infinite Value is fuch, as not only
tranfcends all other Services, but renders them mere

Nothings

* 2 Cor. v. 21. This is Dr. Doddridge’s Interpretatiof
of the Paffage; and it {fpeaks a noble, a joyful Trath,
only it does not exprefs the whole Truth. The Righ-
teoufnels of G O D is more than equivalent to untainted
Innocency ; is more than tantamount ta the moft perfelt
human Obedience. It is a Righteoufnefs of infinite
Worth, far furpafling the Integrity of 4dam in Paradife,
or the Sanltity of Angels in Heaven. It isa Gift, in-
comparably, yea, incomprehenfibly great, efficacious,
glorious.



Let. VIII. Reverend Mr. W ESL E Y. 165

Nothings in the Comparifon. For this Reafon, the
Apoftle counted all Endowments, but Lsf for
CHRIST, and the Prophet reprefents all Nations
as nothing before G O D.

¢ I would fimply fay, we are accepted through
¢¢ the Beloved.”—If you rightly underftood what is
meant, when the Apoftle {peaks of being accepted
inthe BELOV ED, you would have no Fault to
find with Afpafi’s Comment. St. Paul mcans we
are accepted, not by any Obedience performed in
our own Perfons, but folely by the Obedience of
that infinitely excellent, and infinitely beloved ONE
CHRIST fESUS, whofe Righteoufnefs being
imputed to us, and put upon us, caufes us not only
to be pardoned, but to be highly efteemed, dearly
beloved, and blefled with all fpiritual Bleffings.

Here I cannot but obferve, that you have changed
the Apoftle’s Exprefiion. Hefays, ¢ Accepted * in
¢ the Beloved ;” you fay, ¢ Accepted through the
“ Beloved.” I am willing to believe this was an
Overfight, you had no finifter Defign, but ftill I
think you fhould take more Heed to your Pen, and
not alter the infpired Word, left you blemith the
Language, or injure the Senfe. Perhaps you will
afk, What Difference is there between accepted
through, and accepted in, the Beloved ! I will illuf-
trate the Difference by a Similitude. A creditable
Houfe-keeper gives a good Charater to a Servant
that leaves him, by Virtue of which he is accepted,
and admitted to fome other valuable Employ. This
Character is his Introduction, yet this makes no Ad-
dition to his real Value. Acceptance through the
Beloved, may import no more, than fuch an Ad-

M 3 miflion

» Exapirwcey nuas v 7o Hyamnueva,
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miffion through fuch a Recommendation. Whereas
accepted iz the Beloved, implies not only a recom-
mendatory Paflport from CHRIST, but a real
Union with CHRIST, whereby we are incorpo-
rated into his facred Body, and partake as truly of
his Righteoufnefs, as the Members partake of the
Life which animates the Head. By this our Per-
fons are really ennobled. This imparts the higheft
Dignity to our Nature. We are not only recom-
mended to, but rendered meet for, the Favour, the
Complacency, the beatific Prefence of G O D, be-
ing one with FESUS, and therefore loved even as
FL£SUS himfelf is loved *.

The fecond Covenant was not made with Adam
or any of his Pofterity, but with CHRIST in
thofe Words. ¢¢ For any Authority you have from
«¢ thefe Words, you might as well have faid, it was
¢¢ made with the HOLY GHOST.”—No;
CHRIST, not the HOLY GHOST, was the
Seed of the Woman.—This is an An{fwer much in
your own Strain.—But let us confider farther.

You allow, I prefume, that the firft Covenant
was made with Adam as our public feederal Head
~T'hat all his Fofterity were included in it, being to
ftand or fall together with him: Herein, fays the
Apottle, ¢ Adan was a Figure of him that was to
¢ come.” If fo, the fecond Covenant muft be
made with CH R 787, as our public feederal Head.
He and all his Seed are included in it, and as it was
impofiible for him to mifcarry, they muft be joint
Partakers of the Benefits.  Accordingly, he is ftiled

the

* Fobn xvii. 23. They in me, fays our LOR D.
Theictore, on this Account, or viewed in this Relation,
Tlou bafl loved them, as thoy lbaft loved vie.
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the MEDIATOR of the new Covenant, by whofe
moft acceptable and prevailing Interpofition, all its
Bleflings are obtained : He is ftiled the Surety of the
Covenant, engaging to pay the whole Debt for poor
infolvent Creatures ; the Debt of penal Suffering,
and the Debt of perfect Obedience.—The Teflator
of the Covenant, whofe are its Riches, and whofe
are its Privileges, who has alfo of his unbounded
Goodnefs bequeathed them as fo many ineflimable
Legacies to indigent Men. Methinks thofe are {fuch
charming Truths, fuch divinely comfortable Doc-
trines, that you fhould confider them thoroughly be-
fore you oppofe them, left you do a greater A&t of
Unkindnefs to your Readers, than that which is
charged, though very injurioufly, upon 7sb: Thou
haft firipped the Naked of their Clathing, and [ent
Widows away empty. And when you are difpofed
to confider thefe Points thoroughly, afk yourfelf this
Queftion. Is it poffible to conceive that CHRIST
fhould be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the Tel-
tator of the Covenant, if it was not made with him,
and the Execution of it underta.ken by him ?—Or,
is it poffible to fuppofe, that the 2! glorious SO N
of GOD fthould be the MED ATOR, the
Surety, the Teftator of the Covenant, yet leave
others to perform the Conditions ! which are incom-
parably the moft important, interefting, and difficult
Parts of the Tranf{aétion?

“ Thefe Words were not fpoken to CHRIST,
¢ but of Him.” True, ¢f Him as given for a Co-
venant of the People. ¢ There is not the leaft In-
¢¢ timation of any fuch Covenant.” You will not
deny that CHRIST is fignified by the Seed of the
Woman.—1t is faid, He fhall ; a Language exprefling

M 4 Autho-
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Authority, and requiring Conformity, as CHRIST
is the fupreme uncontroulable G O D, this could
not be required ; and would never have been faid,
without his actual Confent : Here then is implied
his Approbation of the Office. It is farther faid,
the Serpent fhall bruife his Heel.—He fhall become
incarnate, and after a Life of much Sorrow, and
many Tribulations, fhall be put to a moft torment-
ing Death.—Here is the Condition of the Covenant.
It is added, he fhall bruife the Serpent’s Head, fhall
deftroy the Works of the Devil, and repair the Ruins
of the Fall, fhall deliver from the Wrath deferved,
and recover the Inheritance forfeited.—Here is the
Recompence or Reward of the Covenant.

Should you afk; Is it fuppofable that 4dam under-
ftood the Words in this Compafs of Meaning ? Per-
haps not. But if we do not underftand them in a
more exalted and extenfive Senfe, than our firft Fa-
ther ; what Advantage do we reap from the full Re-
velation of the Gofpel 7—The full Revelation of the
Gofpel, pours as much Light upon this, and other
of the ancient Oracles, as the Experiments of cur
modern Anatomifts have poured upon the Structure
and Oeconomy of the human Body.—This grand
original Text, read with the Comment of the New
Teftament, {peaks all that 4/pafi> has {uggefted ; all
that our fallen State could want, or our very Hearts
can with. '

You have muftered up feveral Objections, yet
there is Room for more 3 I will therefore for once a&t
as your Auxiliary, and turn againft 4/pafie, < He
¢¢ fuppofes the Covenant to be made with CHRIST.
¢¢ Whereas the Scripture reprefents the Covenant
¢ as made with various Men, particularly and per-
” “¢ fonally,

é
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“¢ fonally, in various Ages.”—True, it is recorded
that GO D made a Covenant with Abrabam, with
Ifaac, with Facob, and with David the Father of So-
lomon : But were they in a Capacity to enter into
Covenant with their Maker ; to ftand for themfelves
or be Surety for others ? I think not——"The Paffages
mean no more, than the L O R D’s manifefting, in
an efpecial Manner, the grand Covenant to them ;
ratifving and confirming their perfonal Intereft in it,
and fazrther afiuring them that C HR 187, the great
Covenant Head, thould be of themfelves, and fpring
from their Seed.

This accounts for that remarkable and fingular
Mode of Expreffion, which often occurs in Scrip-
ture ; 7 will make a Covenant with them 5 or, this is my
Covenant with them.—Y et there follows no mention
of any Conditions, only a Promife of unconditional
Bleflings ; becaufe the former have already been per-
formed, and nothing remains but to confer the lat-
ter ; o that the Meaning of the divine Speaker is, I
will admit them to an Intereft in this Covenant, and
make them Partakers of its Privileges.

I fhould now conclude, but Mr. Wefley Wd! not
fuffer me to quit the Subject. He farther infifts,
“ The Words manifeftly contain, if not a Covenant
* made with, a Promife made to Adam and all his
¢ Pofterity.”—If not—He begins to hefitate in his
Affertion; to flu@uate in his Opinion; and I could
hope, to fee his Miftake.—<¢¢ The Words contain a
“ Promife”—And have you never read, thai the
Covenant of GO D, or the various Renewals and
Ratifications of the Covenant of Grace, are ftyled
Covenants of Promife 2 Which confift of pure Pro-

mifes, and difpenfe free Gifts ?
Obferve
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Obferve the Tenour of the new Caovenant, as it
ftands engrofied by the Pen of Infpiration. This is
the Covenanty which I will make with the Haufe of Ifrael
after thofe Days, faith the LORD, I will put my
Laws into their Mind, and on their Hearts will I write
them : And I will be to them a G O D, and they fhall be
to me a People.  And they fhall not teach every Man his
Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, faying, know
the L O R D—For all fhall know me, from the leafl of
them, even unto the greateff of them.—Fary I will be
merciful unto their Unrighteoufneffes, and their Sins and
their Imquities will I remember no more.—W here are
your Conditions in this Draught ? Where are any
Terms required of impotent Man? Is it not all
Promife, from the Beginning to the End ? That Re-
pentance, and that Faith, for whofe Conditionality
you plead, are they not both comprehended in this
heavenly Deed ! And comprehended under the Form
of Bleflings vouchfafed, not of Tafks enjoined.—
Does the Contra& run in this Manner? I require
and command. Or in this Strain ? I grant and be-
ftow. The LORD fays, I will put my Laws; 1
will write them—"The Wark fhall not be laid on my
Creatures,, but done by myfelf. They fhall be my
Poople, and I will remember their Sins no more. What?
Provided they perform {uch and fuch Duties. I read
no fuch Claufe. I fee no {uch Provifo.—All is abfo-
lutely free ; dependent on no Performance of ours ;
but flowing from fovereign, fupreme, felf-influenced
Geodnefs.

Juft fuch is that delightful Declaration, 7 wil
make an everlafling Covenant with them, that I will not
turn away from them to do them gosd ; but I will put
my Fear in thezr Heart, that they fhall not depart from

6 me.
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me.—What you call Conditions muft be comprifed
in my Fear. 'This is reprefented as a fingular Be-
nefit, which G O D imparts ; as a gracious Temper,
which G O D implants; and both as dependent, not
‘on the Fidelity of Man, but on the Power and Ve-
racity of G OD.—Another of your Conditions, I
prefume, is, Perfeverance unto the End. This, in
the Covenant of Grace, is not enjoined, but fe-
cured ; fecured, not by a ftrict Prohibition of Apof-
tacy, but by the omnipotent Interpofition of JEHO-
VAH. 7will put my Fear ; fo put my Fear into their
Hearts, that they fhall not depart from me 5 thall never
draw back unto Perdition.—Thus the Covenant be-
comes not tranfient, but everlafting. Thus the
Promife is not precarious, but fure to all the Seed.
There feems to be as great a Difference, between
this evangelical, and your legal Method of ftating
the Covenant ; between {ulpending the Benefits on
human Endeavours, and grounding them on divine
Agency, as between hanging the Anchor on the
Top of the Maft, and fixing it at the Bottom of
the Sea.

Let me add one more Text, which now occurs to
my Thoughts, Ye are the Children of the Praphets,
and of the Covenant which GOD made with our Fathers,
Jaying, unto Abrabam, and inthy Seed [hall all the Kin-
dreds of the Earth be bleffed*. Here the Covenant
is firft mentioned in general ; then particularly {pe-
cified.—1In thy Seed fhall all the Kindreds of the Earth—
Be laid under Conditions ? Be obliged to execute
Terms ? Noj but, fhall be bleffed.  Blefled with all
Bleffings, temporal, fpiritual, eternal —/u thy Seed—
That is in CHRIS7—Without any Regard to

Qualifications

* A&s . 25,
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Qualifications or Deeds of their own ; entirely by
Virtue of an Intereft in his confummately excellent
Actions, and confummately precious Sufferings.—
Then the Apoftle fingles out one fpecial and diftin-
guithed Blefling of the Covenant; a Converfion
from Darknefs toe Light, and from the Power of Satan
to the Service of GO D. Or, as it is exprefled in the
following Verfe, A turning from all Iniguity.—T his
is ftill exhibited to our Contemplation, as the Fruit
of the Covenant of Grace ; as the Thing for which
it makes Provifion, not introduftory to, but confe~
quent upon, our Participation of it.

If therefore, in fpeaking' of Holinefs and Obedi-
ence, we reprelfent them as the Promifes, rather
than the Demands of the Covenant, we evidently
follow the Apoftle’s Example. Were we to take
the contrary Courfe, we fhould a& as prudently as
the Sportfman, who, entering his Horfe for a Plate,
chufes to have him walk backwards, rather than run
forwards: Would this increafe his Speed ? Would
this help him to outftrip his Rivals? or enable him
to win the Prize ’—Shall we, in order to avoid the
Charge of Antinomianifm rufh into this Abfurdity ?
I am perfuaded you could not wifh to fee fo egregi-
ous a Piece of Folly, even in your Enemy ; much

lefs in
Your, &

LETTEK
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REv. SIR,

WIS H you would confider with fome Attention,

that emphatical Memento of the Apoftle, Since
ye knew the Grace of GO D in Truth. Here he inti-
mates, that we may have a Knowledge of Grace,
which is not genuine ; not free from corrupt Mix-
ture, not true.—It may be fo difcoloured with Error,
or blended with fo much of the Law, as no longer
to appear like itfelf.—The Language of fuch Per-
fons, is fomewhat like the Language of the 7fraelites,
after their Return from Captivity, who fpoke neither
the Hebrew, nor the Heathenith Diale&; but ex-
prefled themfelves half in the Speech of 4/bdod, and
half in the Speech of Sion.

It is gyue, fays 4jpafio, I cannot perform the Con-
ditions,—*¢ It is not true,” fays Mr. Z¢fey. This
is pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in ef-
fe&t, affirming, that a Man dead in Trefpaffes
and Sins is able to perform Conditions, Mr. Zefley
is not aware, that « CHR ST ftrengthening us,”
is one of the Benefits of the Covenant, compre-
hended in thefe Words, I will put my Laws into therr
Minds.

¢¢ The Conditions of the new Covenant are, re-
¢¢ pent and believe.” It has been already fhewn,
that they are reprefented by the HOLY GHOST,

not
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not as Conditions, but as Bleflings ; not as Condi-
tions required, but as Bleflings beftowed ; not Con-
ditions on which depends the Accomplifhment of the
Covenant ; but as happy Fruits, or precious Effeéts,
of the Covenant ; made, and making good to Sin-
ners, who are wholly without Strength.

*T'is equally true, fays 4/pafis, this is not required
at my Hands. < ’Tis equally true, fays Mr. Zefley,
«¢ that is abfolutely falfe.”—This is, doubtlefs, a
bome Thruft.—It behoves us to provide fome Armour
of Proof for our Defence ; and this the Scripture fur-
nifhes abundantly. It furnithes us with more than
robur & s triplex. The Scripture fets forth Juftifi-
cation, Salvation, and all Bleflednefs, as Things
perfeétly free; detached from all Works ; dependent
on no Conditions, but the Gifts of fovereign Good-
nefs, and infinitely rich Grace.

Though you, Sir, treat #/pafio in fo unceremoni-
ous a Manner, we will be more complaifant; you
fhall receive fuch Entertainment from us, as the
King of Babylon’s Ambaffadors received from Heze-
kiah, 'We will on this Occafion, thew you the Floufe
of our precious Things, the Silver and the &old, the
Spices and the precious Ointment, and if not all, yet
fome of the Houfe of our Armour *.

We are faved, thatis, we have all the Benefits of
the new Covenant—By Grace—By Grace ye are
Javed.—1t is of Grace and no more of Works.—1Vhe
hath faved us, not according to our Works, but according
to his Purpofe and Grace +.

Freely

*®

2z Kings xx. 13. t+ Eph. ik 5. Rom. x, 6.
2z Tim, i. 9.
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Freely~—Being juflified freely~—The Things that are
freely given to us of GO D.—Whofoever willy let him
ake the Water of Life freely *,

By Way of Gift—If thou knewefl the Gift of GOD,
=—The Gift of GO D is eternal Life.—The free Gift
came upon all Men, to Fuflification of Life +.

Without the Law—The Righteoufnefs of GO D
without the Law.—That we might be juflified, not by
the Works of the Law.—If the Inberitance were of the
Law {.

Not by Works—Not of WWorks, but of bim that call-
eth us—Not by Works of Righteoufnefs, which we
bave doney but according to his Mercy be faved us.—Nat
baving mine own Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law ||

By Righteoufnefs, not performed, but imputed—
Faith (in CHR 18T, as our all) is imputed for Righ-
teoufnefs.— G O D imputcth Righteoufnefs, without
Works.—To whom it (that is the Merit of a dying
and rifing SAV IO UR) fball be imputed §.

Not by guiltlefs Behaviour, but by Remiffion of
Sins—Bleffed are they whofe Iniquities are forgiven, and
whofe Sins are covered —GOD was in CHRIST,
reconciling the World unto himfelf, not imputing their
Trefpaffes unto them.—To give Knowledge of Salvation
by the Remiffion of their Sins 4.

Not each by himfelf, but all by one—Tbhey fball
reign in Life, by one CHRIST FESUS.—By the
Obedience of one, fball many be made rightesus.— By one

Offering,

= Rom. it 34, 1 Cor. v 22, "Rev. x¥ii. 30,

t John iv. 10. Rom. vi. 23. v. 18, i Rom.
ii. 21, Gal. ii. 16. il 18. | Rom. ix. 11.
el iit. g < Phil. iii. 9. § Rom. iv. 5, 6,
B3 24, 2%. 3 Plal. xxyil, 1. 2600 %. 06

Luke i. 77.
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Offering, he hath perfected for ever thofe that are
fanélified * . : .

By Faith alone—Being juftified by Faith.—A Man
is juflified by Faith, without the Decds of the Law.—
Through him, all that believe are juflified from all
Things + . .

Not on Account of Faith, as a Condition per-
formed ; but on Account of CHR IS, the Pearl
of ineftimable Price ; which Faith receives, applies,
and ufes—/ho has by himfelf purged away our Sins,
by himfelf finifbed our Tranfgreffions, made Reconciliation
for our Iniquities, and brought in an everlafling Righte
oufnefs 1.

This is the Do&rine of Scripture. Becaufe it is
of the greateft Importance, you fee, with what Care
it is ftated, and with what Copioufnefs difplayed,
with what Zeal it is urged, and with what Vigilance
guarded.—How f{olicitoufly the facred Writers ufe
every Form of Speech that may exclude all human
Works ;3 may fet afide all Conditions and Pre- requi-
fites, in order to fuperfede all Glorying, and alcribe
the Whole of our Juftification to the free Grace of
GOD, and the fole Merits of CH RIS 7.

After all thefe Teftimonies of Scripture, fhall we
ftill maintain, that the Covenant of Grace confifts
of Conditions ; depends upon Conditions ; is fuch as
we cannot expect to have made good till certain
Conditions are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled ? Da-
gon may as well ftand in the Prefence of the Ark, as
fuch a Notion in the Face of thefe evangelical Texts.

All,
“Rom. v 17, Y8z 19. FHeb, 2. 14 + Rom.
v. 1. iii. 28, Afts xiil. 39. 1 Heb. i, 3.

Dan. ix. 24.
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All, all is free to us Sinners, though it was not
free to CHRIST our SAVIOUR.—He paid the
Price. He performed the Conditions. If you would
know what Price was paid ; what Conditions were
performed, and on what Terms we inherit the Blef-
fing ; you, Sir, may receive Information from Mr.
Fobn Wefley, who fays, in his Comment ; ¢ All the
¢ Bleflings of the new Covenant are fecured to us
‘¢ by the one Offering of CHR1S§7.” According
to this Commentator, they are not only procured for
us, but fecured to us. How could either of thefe be
true—Much more, how could the latter be fa&t—
if the Bleffings were fufpended on any Performance
or any Acquifition of ours? If I am not to enjoy
them unt:/ 1 difcharge this or that Duty, they are not
procured for me ; if I am not to enjoy them unlefs 1
become pofleficd of this or that Quality, they are not
fecured to me; not fecured to me, as the Eftate is
to an Heir, even whilft he is a Minor, but only as
the Prize is to a Racer, in cafe, by exerting his
Speed and his Strength, he arrives firft at the Goal ;
which was never yet called Security, but allowed to
be mere Uncertainty.

As to this Point, others may receive Information
from the Prophet Zechariab. By the Blood of thy
Covenant, I have fent forth thy Prifoners out of the Pit,
wherein was no Water ¥, Thy Prifoners, thofe wretched
Creatures, who were in a State of Guilt, and under
the Sentence of Death ; fubjet to the Tyranny of
the Devil, and liable to the Damnation of Hell. In
this difmal State they were, as in a Pit unfathomably
deep; from which there feemed no Pofiibility of
Efcape, nor any Method of Deliverance. A Pit,

N in
8 ZLech, ix. 112
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in which there is no /Vater, nothing but abfolute
Mifery, without a Gleam of Hope, or a Drop of
Comfort. 1 have fent them forth into a Place of Li-
berty; where they obtain Pardon, and enjoy Peace,
are fatisfied with the Plenteoulnefs of my Houfe, and
drink of my Pleafures as out of a River.  All this, by
the Blood of thy Covenant.—Blood was the righteous
‘Term, Blood was the dreadful Requirement, even
that infinitely precious Blood of CHRIST, on which
the Covenant of our Freedom was eftablithed, and
by which its rich Bleflings are procured. Which is
called thy Covenani *, O Daugbhter of Sion, thou
Church of the Firft-born, becaufe it was made in
thy Name; made with thy divine Surety, and for
thy unfpeakable Good.

This is not only falfe, but ¢¢ moft dangeroufly
¢¢ falfe—If we allow this, Antinomianifm comes in
“ with a full Fide.” Pray, Sir, what do you
mean by Autinomianifm ¢ Such a Contrariety to the
L.aw, as debafes its Dignity ; deprives it of its proper
Honour and proper End +?

Surely then, not Afpafic’s, but Mr. Wefley’s Te-
nets, are chargeable with this Kind of Heterodoxy.
Since they would caufe the Law to be put off with a
Mite, when Millions of Talents are its Due—Oblige
it to be content with errant Deficiency, when the

moft

* Thy Covenant. 'The Words are not addrefled to
CHRIST but to his Church. As the Hebrew NN being
in the feminine Gender intimates.

+ The End of the commanding Law is Rwhteoufnefs,
Rom. x. 4. The End of the vxolated Law is Pumfhment,
Gal. 11i. 10. Both thefe Ends are anfwered by the Inter-
pofition of an obedient and cruciied REDEEMER, but
on no other Scheme, and in na other Manner whatever,
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‘moft finlefs Obedience, and the moft ‘exalted Per-
fection are what it demands.

Do you mean by Antinomianifin, fuch a Contra-
riety to the Law, as difregards its Duties, and vio-
lates its Precepts ? Then the Apoftle Paul fhall reply,
The Grace of GO D, which tringeth Salvation, hath
appeared unto all Men 5 teaching usy that denying Usgod-
linefs and worldly Lufls, we jhould live foberly, rizhte-
oufly, and godly.—The Grace of GO D, his infinitely
free Favour, of which we have a Specimen in the
preceding Texts, which fcorns to be fhackled with
Conditions, or meanly dependent on human Endea-
vours—This Grace, requiring nothing of the Crea-
ture, but bringing Salvatwon, {piritual® and eternal
Salvation, finithed by the incarnate CREAT OR,
and free for the chicfeft of Sinners.—This Grace
being revealed in the Gofpel, being difcerned by
Fanh and thus appearing in Luf’crc, and with
Power, to all Jden—To Men of every Rank, every
Age, every Charater ; making no Diflerence be-
tween the Servant and his Mafter, between the

“ruddy Stripling and the hoary Sire ; between the vile
Protititute and the chafte Veftal, but opening its in-
exhauftible Treafures, to be received by one as well
as the other—"This Grace does what? ¢ Caufe An-
¢ tinomianifm,” or practical Ungodlinefs, ¢ to

- ¢¢ come in with a full Tide?” Quite the reverfe—

It reprefles it like an'immoveable Barrier. It zeaches
us to deny *, to renounce Ungodlinefs, el Ungodlinefs

: N 2 ‘not

* The Word is apmoapssms, which does not fignify, to
‘abolith totally, or to deftroy utterly ; but to dilavew
and renounce, to refufe Admlttance, or not to yxeld

Compliance. There may bc, even in the Regenerate,
' ' (o*fxc
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not only external grofs Abominations, but worldly
Lufls alfo, every vicious Inclination, and every ir-
regular Defire.  Farther, it teaches us to live foberly,
with regard to ourfelves, righteoufly towards our
Neighbours, and godly to our great CREAT OR.

The original Word is particularly beautiful and
fignificant, it is not Tacas, prefiribeth, by way of
Rule, nor ewilagass, enjoineth, by way of Authority ;
but waidsusce, teacheth, by way of Inftru&ion,
pointeth out the effeCtual Method of obeying the
Precepts, and conforming to the Rule. A Tyrant
may command his Slave to write, or make a Profici-
ency in Writing. A kind Tutor forms him to it,
ithews him how to do it, and renders, what other-
wife would be an irkfome, perhaps an impraticable
Tafk, both eafy and pleafant.—So this Grace clearly
manifefted in the Underftanding, and cordially ap-
prehended by the Will, renders every Duty of Holi-
nefs both praticable and pleafant ; it gives us a
Heart, and 2 Hand, and Ability to exercife ourfelves
unto univerfal Godlinefs.

CHRIS8T has performed all that was condition-
ary for me, fays Afpafis. ¢ Has he repented and
¢¢ believed for you !’ fays NMr. #efley; a Queftion
already anf{wered in the Dialogues.—*¢ No ; replies
“¢ Mr. Wefley, not anfwered, but evaded. He per-
¢ formed all that was conditionary in the Covenant
¢ of Works, is nothing to the Purpofe, for we are
“« nottalking of that, but of the Covenant of Grace.”
Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that you are greatly
miftaken here, we are talking, at leaft we ought to
be talking, of the Covenant of Works, when we

talk

fome Remainders of Ungodlinefs, but influenced by
Grace, they will conftantly turn a deaf Ear to its Solici~
rations, or refolutely fay Nay to its Demands.
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talk of the Covenant, which CHRIST came un-
der. It was a Covenant of Works to him, which,
by his Execution of it, became a Covenant of Grace
for us. He became anfwerable for our Debt, the
Debt was exa&ted, without the leaft Abatement. In
this Refpe& G O D Jpared not his own Sen.  And is
not this the Tenour, are not fuch the Effeés of a
Covenant of Works ?

CHRIST is called the Surety of a better Cove-
nant, that is, a Surety provided and admitted by a
better Covenant: In this Peculiarity, infinitely mo-
mentous and comfortable, the new Covenant is better,
becaufe it brings in a Subftitute, to difcharge what
was contracted under the old, which neither provided,
nor allowed, nor knew any fuch Thing.—It is written,
CHRIST was made under the Law ; therefore not
under a Covenant of Grace. If you can fhew me,
in the Conftruction of the Law, any Hint of Faith
in the Merits of another, or any mention of Repent-
ance unto Life, I will retra& my Opinion, that
CHRIST performed whatever was conditionary ;
I will do Honour to thofe genteel Expreflions, and
fubmit to thofe cogent Arguments, ¢ "T'is not true—
“¢’T'is nothing to the Purpofe—'T'is abfolutely falfe.”

“ If CHRIST’s perfeét Obedience be ours, we
¢¢ have no more Need of Pardon than CHRIST
¢ himfelf.  The Confequence is good, you have
¢ ftarted an Obje&ion which you cannot anfwer.”
—It is anfwered in the Dialogues—Whether in a
fatisfaltory, or infufficient Manner, the Reader
muft determine.—But fuppofe we admit the Confe-
quence ; it implies no more, than the Apoftle af-
firms— By one Offering he hath perfected for ever them
that are fanétified. Let me tranfcribe your own * Ex-

N 3 plication
* Explanatory Notes iz /Jc,



182 LETTERS to.the Let. IX.

plication of - this Paflage.—¢¢ He hath done” (ob-
ferve, you yourfelf fpeak of CHRIST’s doing;
in this Place only of CHR1S8T’s doing, yet I would
not be fo injurious to your good Senfe, as to imagine
that you exclude his Suffering) < all that was need-
¢« ful, in order to their full Reconciliation with
¢« GOD.” This Expofition I approve, as far as
it goes, only you have omitted one very weighty
Circumf{tance, comprehended in the Word ¢ ever;”
by this doing and fuffering, Believers are fully and
perfe@ly reconciled, not for a Day only, or for any
particular Time, but for ever. 'The Pardon is ir-
revocable; the Blefling unalienable. Not like the
Moon, which now waxes, and anon wanes, but like
the Sun, which is always the fame ; ever fhines with
the fame Plenitude of Rays; and needs only to ap-
pear, in order to appear unchangeably bright.

This reminds me of a more dire&t Anfwer to
your Difficulty, The repeated Pardon, which Be-
lievers implore, is only a Witnefs-bearing to the
T'ruth, or arepeated Manifeftation of it to our Con-
{ciences.—Will you find Fault with this Doctrine ?
Might you not, for the very fame Reafon, fay, if the
Atonement of CHR IS T’s Death, was abfolutely
perfe@, there could be no Need of his Interceflion
at G O D’s right Hand? Yes, for the adtual Appli-
cation of the great Atonement, and the continual
Communication of its happy Fruits, this Interceflion
is neceffary.. So, though our Juftification is com-
plete, though our Sins have all been laid upon our
L ORD; and are not “to be done away by fome
Duties of our own, but already done away by the Sa-
erifice of HIMSELF; yet the Application of this
Blefling, the Revelation of it to our Hearts, is daily,

e hourly,
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hourly, inceffantly needful. Therefore he faith,
fpeaking of his Vineyard the Church, / will water #
every NMoment.~~W hereby ? In what Manner ? What
fpiritual Bleflings correfpond with, watering the
thirfty Soil /—The Difcovery of complete Pardon,
of complete Acceptance, of complete Salvation in
CHRIST. 'Thiswill make the Soul like a watered
Garden—This will caufe Joy and Holinefs to blof-
fom as a Rofe. |
Both the Branches of the Law, the preceptive and
the penal, in the Cale of Guilt contracted, muft be
fatisfied..  ¢¢ Not fo.”—If not, one of them mufk
pafs unfatisfied, and unfulfilled. Whereas, our
L OR D declares, that Heaven and Earth fball pafs
away, fooner than one fot, or one Tittle of the Law
Shall fail of its Accomplithment. Will you under-
take to prove, either that the preceptive, or elfe that
the penal Part of the Law, does not conftitute fo
much as one Jot or one Tittle of its Contents? Then,
and tlien only, your Affertion may confift with our
L ORD’s Declaration. This will be an Under-
taking as adventuraus as your next is difinge-
nuous.
¢ Not fo, CHR ST by his Death alone (fo our
¢ Church teaches) fully fatisfied for the Sins of the
¢ whole World.”—By bis Death alone, that is, in
Contradiftin&ion to all human Works, as efficient
or adjutant Caufes : Fully fatisfied, that is, without
having, and without needing the Concurrence of
any human Satisfaction. It is fpoken in Oppofition
to our Endeavours, not to his own moft glorious
Obedience. But do you really want to be informed
that our Church means no fuch Thing, as you would
infinuate ! Have you never heard her profefs, and
N 4 require
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require to believe, what A/pafiv maintains? If not,
be pleafed to read the Quotations from her Homilies,
which he has produced, Vol. II. Pag. 316, 317 *,
Read thefe, and I cannot but think, you have Mo-
defty enough to bluth atan Attempt, to palm upon
the Public, fuch an apparent Mifreprefentation of our
venerable Mother.
¢ The fame great Truth is manifeftly taught in
«¢ the xxxift Article.”—What? That CHR ST,
by his Death alone, or by fbedding his Blood alone,
without fulfiliing the Law perfectly, fatisfied for the
Sins of the World ? Then the Articles and the Ho-
milies moft flatly contradiét one another.—Upon this
you afk ; ¢ Is it therefore fair, is it honeft, for any
«¢ one to plead the Articles of our Church in De-
¢¢ fence of abfolute Predeftination ?” Indeed, Sir,
I know not what you mean by this Interrogatory,
or

* As this Pamphlet may poflibly fall into the Hands
of fome Perfons, who have not the Book, entit®d Therox
and Adfpafio; 1 will, for their Sakes, tranfcribe one of
the Teftimonies, to which we are referred.

In the Homily concerning the Salvation of Mankind,
we read the following Words.—¢ The Apoftle toucheth
¢ three Things, which muft go together in Juftification.
“ On G OD’ Part his great Mercy and Grace. On
¢« CHRIST’s Part, the Satisfaction of G O D’s Juftice,
¢ or the Price of our Redemption, by the Offering of
¢ his Body, and fhedding of his precious Blood, with
¢« fulfilling of the Law perfetly. On our Part, true
¢ and lively Faith in the Merits of FESUS CHRIST,
¢ which yet is not ours, but by GOD’s Working in us.”
You fee, according to the Judgment of our Reformers,
not only the Offering of CHRIST’s Body, and the Shed-
ding of CHRIS7’s Blood, but alfo his perfeét fulfilling
of the Law, are the adequate Price of cur Redemption.
Yet Mr. #efley is pleafed to exclude the latter ; and ven-
tures to affirm that he has the Authority of our Church
for fuch an Opinion, and for fuch a Pradtice.
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or at what you aim. Does Afpafic plead the Arti-
cles for any fuch Purpofe? Not that he fhould be
afraid, in Cafe there was an evident Occafion, to
advance fuch a Plea, and perhaps might put Mr.
Wefley to greater Difficulty than he is aware of, in
order to elude the Force of it.—But he does not in
this Place come within View of the Point; nor fo
much as remotely hint at it. No, nor in any Parg
of the three Volumes, docs he onee touch upon aé-
folute Predeflination, much lefs does he plead the Ar-
ticles of our Church in its Defence. So that your
inferential Word ¢¢ therefore,” is a Conclufion with-
out Premifes.

Abfolute Predeftination is a Phrafe not to be
found in all the Dialogues, or in any of the Letters.
But it is a Phrafe which Mr. /#efley thinks to be
alarming and difgufting, on which Mr. #¢fley has
learned to fay many horrible and fhocking Things ;
therefore be it right or wrong, be it true or falfe,
Afpafra fhall be charged with the obnoxious Exprei-
fion.—When he mentions Predeftination, it is in
the very Words of Scripture; without dwelling
upon the Subject; without refling his Caufe upon
it ; without attempting either to explain, or to efta-
blith it. 'This he leaves, and ever will leave, to
clearer Heads and abler Pens.—As to your ¢ abfo-
¢¢ lute,” this is not what Afpafio fpeaks, but what
Mr. 7Vefley would make him fpeak, a Word, which
in this Conneftion he never ufed, nor fo much as
dreamt of ufing, for which Reafon, I call it, not
his, but yours.—May I not then retort your own
Queftion ? And afk, is it fair, is it honeft, to put in-
to your Friend’s Mouth Words which he never ufed,

and then exclaim againft them ?
What
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What follows in this Paragraph is prodigious in-
deed, ¢ Secing the xviith Article bearly defines the
¢« Term ;" that is, the Church does not believe
the Doltrine, nor require any fuch Belief from her
Members ! Why 'then does the fele&t it for one of
the Articles! Why pronounce it/agreeable to GOD’s
Word : Why forbid Difputation againft it ! Pity,
but we had been acquainted with this fine Diftin&tion
when we were Students at Oxford—We then de-
clared our Approbation of the academical Statutes ;
we engaged to obferve them all; and confirmed our
Engagément with an Qath.—But how eafily might
we have eluded the Obligation, if, when called up-
on for Conformity and Obedience, this Salvo had
come into our Heads ; ¢ The Univerfity dces not in
s thele Statutes, fet forth our Duty, but barely de-
¢¢ fines the Terms ; fhe does not infift upen a Con-
¢ formity, but only flourifhes a little upon Terms,
¢ and leaves us to obey or difobey, as we fhall feel
«¢ ourfelves inclinec.”

<« Barely defines the Term, without either af-
¢« firming or denying the Thing.”—How ! Does
fhe not affirm the Zhing, when fhe ftiles it an ex-
cellent Benefit of GOD ¢ Declares: it to be full of
fweet, pleafant, and unfpeakable Comfort to the God-
.}y ? That it greatly eflablifbes and confirms their Faith
of eternal Salvation, and fervently kindles their Love
towards GOD? < Notaflirm the Thing I”—~When
fhe exprefly afcribes fuch Fruits and Confequents to
it! This is not only affirming, but afirming with
the higheft Approbation, like proclaiming the King,
and placing the Crown upon his Head.

In one Part of your Prefervative, you enumerate,
and very properly difplay, what you call ¢ the five

: \ ¢ Bene-
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¢ Benefits of Baptifm.” Suppofe a Quaker, upon read-
ing this Paflagethould fay,*“Friend /7%/ley, thou barely
s¢ defineft the Term, thou neither afirmeft nor de-
¢¢ nieft the Thing—This is no Proof that thou thy-
<« felf believelt a Tittle of Water Bapti{m,or would~
s¢ eft have thy Readers believe the Reality of any
<¢ {uch Ordinance.” - Should the Yuaker argue thus,
he would argue juft like yourfelf. . But I apprehend
he would not be fo beldly difingenuous, he would
rather, confefs; ¢ Friend 7shn doth certainly main-
¢ tain and believe thefe Things; but his Opinion
¢ js miftaken, and his Arguments are inconclu-
« five.” << The xxxift Article totally overthrows
¢ Predeftination, and razes it from the Foundation.”

"

If fo, it makes one Article contradiét another : Con-
fequently, weakens the Authority, and undermines
the Credibility of them all.  In this Article are two
Points more particularly proper for our Enquiry.
Thbe great Salvation, and the Number of the Saved—
I cannot but query, whether you belicve the former,
or rightly under{tand the latter?

The great Salvation, exprefled in the following
Words ; ¢¢ The Offering of C HR7S§7 once made,
¢¢ is that perfe&t Redemption, Propitiatior, and Sa-
¢ tisfaltion for all the Sins of the whole World,
¢¢ both original and a&ual.” ~ If | take thefe Words.
as I am enjoined, in the literal and grammatical
Senfe, I mutft believe, that CHRIST encaged to
fatisfy oftended Juftice, for every Sin which I have
committed, or fhall commit, throughout my whole
Life. My paft Sinsat that Time, had no more Ex-
iftence, than my future Sins have at this Hour, but
both were equally laid upon my LOR D.

Ha-ving
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Having undertaken this greateft of all Works, I
muft belicve that he fully accomplifhed it; and ac-
tually fatisfied for all my Tranfgreflions, of every
Kind and every Date.—A Poflibility, or mere Chance
of being redeemed, can never be reckoned a perfect
Redemption ; neither would our SAVIOUR have
paid down a pofitive Price for a precarious condi-
tional Good, much lefs would he have paid an im-
menfe, an infinite Price, upon a bare Uncertainty,
whether it fhould take any Effe&, or ever obtain
its defired End—1I believe therefore, that the Satif-
fa&ion 1s made for me, that G O D has received the
all-fufficient Atonement in Behalf of all my Provo-
cations, and that there is no more Ground of Con-
demnation for me avile Sinner, than there is Room
for the Profecution of an Infolvent, all whofe Debts
are defrayed, even to the very laft Mite.

The Number of the Saved, exprefled in thofe
Words—The Sins of the whole World. 'This I ac-
knowledge to be the Language of Scripture ; and I
promife myfelf you will bear with me, while I of-
fer my Thoughts, concerning the Occafion and the.
Import of fuch Language.

In the Antediluvian and Patriarchal Ages, the
LORD JEHOVAH confined his Favour to a
few particular Families.—When he formed his 7/~
rael into a Commonwealth, he chofe them to him-
felf, and feparated them from all other Nations.
To them he gave his Oracles, his Ordinances and
his Covenants, yea, he honoured and indulged them
with his divine Prefence : In this the //raelites glo-
vied ; they appropriated this Privilege to themfelves,
and held other People at a Diftance, looking upor
them as Strangers, and without GQD in theWorld;

hence
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hence that chofen Seed fpares not to fay, ¢ We are
‘¢ thine; thou never bareft Rule over them; they
¢ were not called by thy Name.”—At the Com-
mencement of the M ESSTA H's Kingdom, the
L ORD purpofed to change the Scene, and vary
the Difpenfation, by admitting both Fews and Gen-
tiles to an Intereft in the great Salvation; as they
were equally chargeable with Siny and equally liablg
to the Curfe, they thould now ftand wpon a Level ;
be equally Sharers in that divine SAVIOUR, who
{fubmits to be made Sin, and to be made a Curfe for
both alike. Thisthe HOLY GHOST exprefly
and repeatedly promifed, He (that is, the REDEEM-
ER which is to come) /hall [peat Prace unto the Hea-
then 3 His Dominion fhall be from Seay even 1o Seay

and from the River even to the End of the Earth,
Notwithftanding {uch Prophecies, and {uch Pro-
mifes, our LOR D himfelf, when he entered upon
his Miniftry, alted a difcriminating Part, and kept
up the Partition IVall 5 in Purfuance of that Decla-
ration, I am not fent, but unto the loft Shecp of the
Houfe of Ifrael. When he fent forth his Difciples:
to preach and to teach, he gave them alfo a Com-
mand to thew the fame partial Regard; Go ye moz
into the IWay of the Gentiles. 'This Conduét of our
L O R D, both under the cld Teftament and the
new, confirmed the Fews in their f{elf-flattering No-
tion. that they were, and ever fhould be, a favourite
Nation, and a peculiar People. The Gentiles on
the other Hand, were no lefs difcouraged; appre-
hending that as they were, fo they ever fhould be,
Aliens from the Commonwealth of Ifracl. But in or-
der to convince the 7ews of their Miftake, in claim.
ing the Bleffing of Aérabam to themfelves, and in
order
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order to aflure the poor difcarded Gentiles that they
thould be Fellow-Heirs and of the fame Body; our
LORD, in his lalt Charge to his Apoftles, alters
the Stile of his Commiflion, and enlarges the Sphere
of their feveral Departments. It is now no longer,
Go not into the Way of the Gentiles, but quite the re-
verfe, Go teach all Nations, all the }Warld, yea, and
every Creature, whofsever believethy whether Jew or
Gentile, fhall be [aved.

Still the Fews were hardly induced to give theright
Hand of Fellowthip to their Brethren the Gentiles—
For St. Peter cries, with fome Indignation; Nat /o,
LORD. Gl the Gentiles, hardly perfuaded that
they fhould be Partakers of the Grace, reafoned
againft themfclves; The L O RD hath utterly fepa-
rated me from bis People. Therefore the L OR D,
to intercept all the delponding Objections of the /ar-
ter, and to bring down the high difdainful Imagina-
“tions of the former, declares in a Variety of Places,
that the Difference no longer fublifts, that CHR ST
has thrown down the Pamtlon Wall, and laid all
plain and common, and free.—Though the giving
of the Law pertained to Ifrael only, the LOR D
FESUS gavebimfelf a Ranfom for AL PEoPLE,
Though the pafchal Lamb extended its Influence
only to the Circumcifion, the LAMBof GOD is
a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole HWorld, even
though it be not circumcifed. And now GOD
would have all Men, whether bond or free, Fews
or Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to be faved, by
coming unto the Knowledge of the Faith.

This Account gives us the true Caulfe, and points
out the intended Ufe, of fuch univerfal Phrafes.
‘They are calculated to abate the Pride of the Fews,

to
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to encourage the defpifed Gentiles, and by excluding
none, they give Encouragement for «//to come, be-
caufe, though every individual Petfon will not be
faved, yet whofoever cometh fhall in no wife be caft out.
—By this Interpretation, the Phrafe is neither in-
confiftent with other Texts, neither does our Church
contradi&t herfelf.

Upon the whole, you will pleafe to obferve, that
I thould never bave touched upon this Subje&t, had
not your Objections, far fetched and forced as they
are, given me a Kind of Challenge. And now I
have touched upon the Subjedt, it is notas a Cham-
pion for the Caufe, butonly to thew the Weaknefs
and the Inconfiftency of- your arguing, how little
you avail yourfelf even on 2 Point, where you think
Oppofition vain, and your Arm irrefiftible.

*¢ Believers, who are notorious Tranfgreflors in
¢¢ themfelves, haveafinlefs Obediencein CHRIST 3”7
this Paflage you felet as faulty, I prefume, be-
caufe it is oppofite to your favourite Tenet, ¢ Per-
¢ fection in perfonal Holinefs.”—By notorious, 1
mean acknowledged, confeffed, indifputably fuch. 1f
you are not fuch a Tranfgreflor, why do you daily
confels yourfelf ¢¢ a miferable Sinner ” Why do you
acknowledge, that you are ‘¢ tied and bound with
¢¢ the Chain of your Sins,” and declare before all
Men, that ¢ there is no Health in you !” All this
Mr. WVefley fpeaks with his Lips, and I would hope,
believes in his Heart. Yet all this does not amount
“ to anotorious Tranfgreflor.” Pray then, good Sir,
inform us, what Sort of Tranfgreflor is defcribed by
all thefe Expreflions. § '

You cry out, ¢ O Syren Song !” The Pfalmift
would have taught you a better Exclamation. If
| 7 this
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this is the Cale, let us rejoice with trembling—Are
we notorious 1ranfgreflors in ourfelves ! The Con-
fcioufnefs of this is the ftrongeft Motive to Humili-
ty—Have we a finlefs Obedience in CHRIST?
The Belief of this is an abundant Source of ]oy
When you add ¢ pleafing Sound to Fames IV heatly

¢ Thomas Wiliiams! fames Relly!” 1 am qultc
afhamed of your Meannefs, and grieved at your un-
charitable Rathnefs. How unworthy is fuch a Pro-
cedure, either of the Gentleman, the Chriftian, or
the Man of Senfe! Unworthy the Gentleman, to
fligmatize by Name, and expofe to the moft public
Infamy. Unworthy the Chriflian, whofe Charity
concealeth, rather than divulgeth and proclaimeth
upon the Houfe Tops.—Unworthy the Marn of
Senfe, who knows that the Milcarriages of a Pro-
feflor, are no Argument againft the Soundnefs of a
Dotrine ; if they were, would not your own Prin-
ciples totter? Nay, how could Chriftianity itfelf
ftand ?

Elijab failed in his Refignation, and even AMofes
himfelf {pake unadvifedly with bis Lips. ¢ Itis
¢ true, fays Mr. Z%fley. But if you could likewife
¢ fix fome Blot upon venerable Samuely, and beloved
¢ Daniel, it would prove nothing.” I have no De-
fireto fix a Blot, but if I find it in the moft accom-
plithed Character, this proves the Propofition, which
Afpafio maintains ; ¢ That the very beft of Men
<< fall thort, that the very beft of Men will be found
¢ guilty, if tried by the righteous Law—That the very
¢ beft of Men, have nothing more to plead for Ac-
¢ ceptance with the HIGH and HOLY one; than
¢ the Criminal, who Yefterday murdered his Be-

¢« nefator ; To-morrow is to be executed for his
¢« Crime,
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¢ Crime, and is now flying to the Redemption that
“is in CHRIST FESUS for the Chief of
“ ‘Binners.x
¢ No Scripture teaches that the Holinefs of Chrif-
¢ tians is to be meafured by that of any Few.” I
fhould be afraid to advance fuch a' Pofition, after
having read that general Exhortation, Be ye Followers
of them, who through Faith and Patience inberit the
Promifes 3 and thofe more particular References to
the ancient Saints, comprifed in the eleventh Chapter
to the Hebrews. Were not they Fews? Does not
the Apoftle propofe them as Patterns for our Imita-
tion ! [s not this his Language, /et us5 alfo in Con-
formity to their Prallice !—The Spirit of CHRIST
was in them 3 and ¢ they obtained, (even from the
¢ fupreme JUDGE) agood Report.” Agreeably to
this divine Teftimonial, we are direéted to learn
from Abel, a fiduciary Dependence on the great
Atonement ; and from FEnech, a Life of Commu-
nion with a reconciled GO D. The Prophets are
recommended to our Contemplation, as ¢¢ Examples
¢ of {uffering Afiftion, and of Patience.” Kli-
jah is {et before us as an Inltance of perfevering and
fuccefsful Prayer: And we are direted to walk in
the Steps of our Father Abraban’s Faith. This was
the Counfel of an Apoitle to others; this was the
Aim of an Apoftle with regard to himfelf ; therefore
I think, it can never be unworthy of you, or unfit
for the moft advanced among your Difciples. For
my Part, I fhall reckon myfelf truly happy ; I fhall
blefs the Day, whereon I was born; if I may but
be enabled to follow the Footfteps of thefe illultrious
Leaders, though
— = Non paffitus @juis,
O

T hat
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That Chriftians ought to rife above the Level of the
common Fews, I freely own. Mr. Wefley’s Miftake.
feems to lay in confounding the common with the un-
common, in not difcerning the Difference between
any and every ; between fome and all. Some Fews
were blefled with extraordinary Endowments, they
had diftinguifhed Communications of the Spirit of
Wi ifdom and Holinefs. They were as the ¢¢ Stones
« of a Crown, lifted up as an Enfign upon his
¢ Land.” 'Their great Achievements and eminent
Attainments are defcribed in the aforementioned
Chapter, which may truly be ftiled the Golden Le-
gend 3 great Things impoflible to Fleth and Blood,
they both performed and fuffered.  Such as charalte-
rife a Saint of the higheft Rank.—T'o imitate thefe
is the Duty of a// Chriftians ; to cqual them is the
Privilege of few.

Let me i/lufirate this Sentiment; the Reader, I
apprehend, will hardly think it nceds Confirmation.—
Every Graduate in the Univerfity, much more every
Minifter of the Gofpel, ought to exceed the School
Boy in Learning and Knowledge.—Yet there have
been Scheol Boys with whom few Minifters, and
fewer Graduates, will venture to compare them-
{elves. A recent Inftance of this Kind, we have
in the famous Baratier. This wonderful Youth
when he was but four Years old, fpoke French to
his Mother, Latin to his Father, High Dutch to his
Maid. At the Age of fix, he explained the Hebrew
Text, as ready as if it had been his native Germann.
When other Lads are fcarce able to read with Flu-
ency and Propriety their mother Tongue, he was
not only acquainted with, but Mafter of, five feve-
ral Languages. In his eleventh Year he publithed a

learned
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learned Latin Diflertation, and tranflated a Book of
Travels, outof Hebrew into French. While a mere
Boy he was qualified to difpute with Profeflors of the
Sciences, was honoured with a Seat at an ecclefiaf-
tical Synod, and admitted to the Degree of Doctor
in Philofophy. Upon this Narrative I fhall only
obferve, that many of the Fews, whofe Names are
immortalized in Scripture, were, in Faith, in God-
linefs, and all that is exemplary, fo many Baratiers.

¢ Do not the beft of Men frequently feel Difor-
¢¢ der in their Affe&tions? Do they not often com-
¢¢ plain, when I would do good, Evil is prefent
“ with me?” ¢ I believe not.” What a Proof is
hete ! How well fuited to its Office ; which is to
controul the Current, and over-rule the Evidence of
ancient and modern Confent. But why don’t you
believe what Afpafis fuppofes 2 Is your Difbelief
grounded on Faét? Are you acquainted with any
People, who feel no Diforder in their Affe@ions ?
Who alwaysdo good in the completeft Manner?
And never have Evil prefent with them? If fo,
what are their Names? Where do they live? We
would go many Miles to fee them. You have no
Averfion to the Mention of Names, when Cenfure
is the Motive, and public Difgrace the Effect, why
fhould you be fo reluétant, when Honour and diftin~
guifhed Refpeét would be the Confequence ?

Do they not fay, we groan, being burdened with
the Workings of inbred Corruption? ¢ This
¢ is not the Meaning of the Text. The whole
¢« Context fhews the Caufe of that Groaning was
¢ their longing tobe with CHR IS 7.” You need
not on this Occafion rummage the Context, or take
a Journey to find what is at your Door, The Sen-

02 tence
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tence itfelf thews, as plainly as Words can thew,
the Caule of their Groaning. We groan, it is not
faid becaufe we long to be with CHRISTZ. This
might be a Truth; but this is not the Caufe af-
figned, ‘¢ We groan becaufe we are burdened.”
‘Burdened with what? Afpafio anfwers with a Body
of Sin and Death, or with what the Apoftle him-
{elf fkiles 7o Ovilev. . This, whatever it means, was
the Load that encumbered them, opprefled them,
gnd made them figh ardently for Deliverance.
Does not this fignify all the Infirmities and Diforders
of the prefent mortal State! Among which the fad
‘Efe&s of inbred Corruption, are none of the leaft.
“T'hefe gave thofe magnanimous, but pious Souls,
“more Uneafinefs than all other Kinds of Afliction
‘whatever ¥,

" The Cure ofSin will be perfeted in Heaven.
«*.Nay, furely in-Paradife.”—4fpafta knows no
Difference between Paradife and Heaven; Paradife
‘is the Kingdom where CHRIST reigns; and is
ot this Heaven? Paradife is the Region where the
«Tree of Life grows; and is not this Heaven ? Hea-
«ven denotes the Place, Paradife defcribes its Na-
“ture, a Place of confummate Blifs and abfolute Per-
“fe&ion, where is the Fulnefs of Joy and Plea-
v fure

.+ -* « We groan, being burdened, with a Senfe of our
¢ fpiritual lnfirmities, and with the Workings of in-
'« bred Corruption.” This is Afpafia’s Interpretation.
““ We groan, being burdened with rumberlefs Infirmi-
“ firmities, Temptations and Sins.”” This is Mr. W%/.
fey’s Interpretaticn in his Expofitory Notes on the New
Teftament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms.—
It is faid, I think of J#mael; His Hand avill be againfi
ewery Man.,  Mr. Wefley goes a Step farther. His lg{and
-1s againft bimfolf, as welk as again every Body elfe.
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fure for evermore.—However, if it can be proved,
that they are different Abodes, and imply different
States * ; then A/pafio would be underftood to fay,
the Cure of Sin is completed in Paradife ; or as foon
as the Believer drops his Flefh, and enters the invi-
fible World.

This (a perfe&t Conformity to G O D) is a no-
ble Prerogative of the beatific Vifion. ¢ No;”
fays Mr. WWefley. 'Though St. Fobn, one would
think, had fettled and afcertained this Point beyond
all Contradi&ion—e fhall be like bim, for we fhall
fee bim, as he is.—* We fhall,” which intimates,
that at prefent we are not perfetly like him—¢ For,”’
which denotes the efficient Caufe of this Advance-
ment and Felicity ; this complete Transformation
into the divine Image—<¢ We fhall fee him,” no
longer through a Glafs, but Face to Face. We
fhall receive the cleareft Manifeftation of his inefta-
ble Holinefs and Glory, which will have juft the
fame Effect upon our Souls as the imprinted Seal has
upon the melting Wax.

¢ It would then come too late. If Sin remains
“ inus till the Day of Judgment, it will remain

£)-2 ‘¢ in

* St. Paul, Tam aware, {peaks of Heaven and fpeaks
of Paradife, 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. So does Dawvid {peak of
rifing up into the Hill of the LOR D, and of flanding in kis
holy Place—Bat as the fame Thing, though variouily
exprefled, is meant by the P/almifi, 1 think we may not
‘unreafonably underftand the Apofile in the fame Manner.
If they had been different Habitations, methinks he
would have mentioned Parad:fe firft, and then the third
Heavens.  O:herwife he tells the Story but aukwardly ;
for he firlt mertions his A:rival at the third Heavens, and
then at Paradife, that is, according to Mr. Wefley; firft

he was l=d into the lr¢fence, and then introduced to the
Ante-Chamber. 6
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€ in us for ever.” You fuppofe, that the beatific
Vifion is not enjoyed, till the Day of Judgment.
But in this you feem to err, not knowing the Scrip-
ture. I have a Defire, fays the Apoftle, to be dif-
¢¢ folved—And what is the Confequence, the imme-
diate Confequence of Diffolution? To be with
CHRIST; in his Prefence ; before his Throne ;
and is not this the beatific Vifion? #illing ({ays the
fame-infpired Writer) to be abfent from the Body, and
prefent with the LOR D.—Here is no Hint of any
intermediate State, but the very Moment in which
the Saints depart from their Bodies, they are prefent
with the LORD ; and if with the LOR D, then
in the higheft Heavens ; then at the Fountain Head
of Felicity ; then amidft the beatific Vifion.—To
Heaven Elyjah was conveyed in his fiery Chariot;
and into Heaven the firft Martyr was reccived by his
compaflionate SAVIOUR.—Neither of them waited
in fome intervening Manfion, as a Kind of Lsbby to
the Heaven of Heavens. This is the Popi/h Notion,
and very clofely conneted with the Chimera of Pur-
gatory ; fo clofely conneéted, that if you take away
the former, the latter drops into nothing—I am
forry, your Opinions, Sir, are fo much like the Er-
rors of the Man of Sin.

Our prefent Bleflednefs does not confift in being
free from Sin, ¢ I really think it does.” Spoke
like Mr. Wefley. < 1 think,” is ftill the Argumentum
Palmarium. ¢¢ 1 think,” is the heavy Arullery,
which js to demolifh Brigades at a Blow, only here
it is {trengthened and enforced by that emphati-
cal Word ¢ really.”—But if our prefent Bleficd-
nefs does really confilt in being frece from Sin,

where
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where are your blefled Perfons 7 We may truly fay,

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaflo. V1R G.

No; this can hardly be faid, /irgil’s Defcription is
too full, inftead of feeing a very few, here and there
one, popping up their Heads, in the great and wide
Ocean of the World ; we are not able to find fo
much as an Individual 5 thew us one, only one of thefe
Angels in Flefh and Blood, and it fufficeth us.
W hereas, if you perfift in maintaining your finlefs
Perfection, yet cannot produce a fingle Inftance, to
exemplify your Notion, will you not give too juft
a Handle for that farcaftic Refletion, ufed on ano-
ther Occaflon ?

With IWitnefJes many this Caufe did abound,
With fome that were bang'd, and fome that weredrown’d,
And [ome tbat were loft, and fome never found.

Thefe are Afpafic’'s Words—* It (our pre(cnt
¢ Imperfection) perpetually reminds us of a moft
¢ important Truth, that our prefent Blefiednefs
¢ confifts, not in being free from all Sin, but in
‘¢ having no Sin imputed to us.” He took particular
Care to guard his Meaning from Mifconftruction, by
adding the Word a/l : Lelt this Word, becaufe it is
little of Stature, fhould be overlooked, he printed it
in ftalics, But all this Precaution is thrown away
upon Mr. #efley. He takes no Notice of this fame
little Word ; nay, he fhuts it entirely out of his
Quotation ; as though he fhould fay, ¢ Where is
¢ the Harm of clapping under the Hatches fuch a
¢ puny infignificant Monofyllable? I would have it
¢ to know, I fhall ere long turn adrift more plump

“ and portly Words than that.”
O 4 Alfpafio
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Afpafto alfo took Care to confirm his Sentiments
by a Reference to Scripture, he {upported himfelf by
the Authority of King David.—Mr. efiey having a
litile while ago laboured to depreciate, now ventures
to contradict the royal Pfalmiff. DBliffed, {fays the
Plalmift) 75 the Man—Who is free from Sin? Who
is perfe@ly fanétified ? This is not the Doltrine,
which the {weet Singer of Jfrael teaches, but blefled
is he, whofe Tranfgreffion is forgiven, whofe Sin is co-
vered.  Deeply imprefled, and quite charmed, with
the Contemplation of this moft fubftantial Happinefs,
the facred Writer proclaims itj repeats it; yes, a
third Time he celebrates it ; crying out with Ardour
of Joy, Bicflid is the Man, unto whom the LORD
imputeth no Iniguity ¥, Neither that Iniquity which
was formerly committed, mor that which ftll de-

les +.) Blefled indeed! May I live under a firm
Perfuafion of my own particular Intereft, in this
unfpeakable Privilege ! May [ find it made good to
my Soul, at the univerfal Judgment! Then let
others take the Kingdoms of this World, and all the
Glory of them.—And as for Afpafio, he may reckon
his Credit fafe, and his Opinion fully authorifed,
while he efpoufes the Doctrine, and ufes the very
Words of the unerring SPIRIT.

¢« If we are not free from Sin, we are not Chrif-
¢ tian Believers.—What an Aflertion is here ! 4//er-
tien, for 1 dare not call it a Truth.—If it was, who
then could be faved ? Not one of a thoufand ; not
two of a Million; no, nor Mr. Febn F7¢fley himfelf,

fince

* D/al. xxxii. 1, 2. Shou'd any Objeétion arife from the

next Sentence, the Reader may fee 1t anticipated, ard

fuperfeded, in Theron avd Zyyajre. Vol 1. pag. 283, 290.
+ Bl xv. 3.
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fince out of his own Mouth he ftands condemned.
He makes this Acknowledgment, concerning him-
felf and his Followers, ¢ We know by melancholy
‘¢ Experience what it is to neglc& Works of Righ-
¢ teoufnefs.” To corroborate his Confeflion, he
adds, ¢¢ We know and feel by melancholy Experi-
¢ ence, what it is to fwerve from our firft Love.
““ We feel by Experience” —He is willing to
run the Hazard of Tautology, rather than any
fhould fufpe¢t the Sincerity and Truith of his
Proteftation.—And can you after fuch a Confeflion,
after fuch a Proteltation, pretend to be free from Sin?
Is all this, which you know of yourfelf, and fee/ 2y
Experience, confiftent with a fmlefs State? Juft as
much as a Lethargy is confiftent with the Vigour of
Health, or a fhameful Fiight with a glorious Vifory.
See, Sir, how you are entangled in your own Net,
how, without being chaced by an Enemy, you run
yourfelf aground. Nor will all your Dexterity, fo
long as you avow fuch palpable Inconfiftencies, be
able to fet you clear.

You attempt to confirm your Opinion by the
Apoftle’s Declaration ; Being made free from Sin—
But he and you mean difterent Things by the {ame
Words—He means being freed from the Dominion of
Sin—This is agreeable to his own Explanation, Sin
(ov xvpsevees) fhall not lord it over you—It may
affault you; it may harafs you; it may gain
fome Advantage over you ; but it thall not obtain a
final Viétory, nor play the Tyrant over you. To the
Expedience and Neceffity of this Freedom, if ever
we would approve ourfelves Difciples of CHRIST,
or Chriftians indeed, I readily [ublcribe—Whereas,
you mean being free frem the very Remainders of Sin.

“ Having
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‘¢« Having a Purity (tis your own Explanation) free
¢ from zll Mixture of its Contrary, and a Refigna-
¢ tion excluding every Degree of Self-will.,” Againft
the Exiitence, or the Poflibility of this Freedom, fo
long as we {ojourn in a Body of Fleth, I enter my
Froteft.

If we were perfect in Piety, C HRIST’s prieftly
Office would be fuperfeded. <¢ No, we thould ftill
““ nced his Spirit, and confequently his Interceflion.”
But were we perfect, we fhould receive the Spirit
without an lInterceflor—An Interceflor implies an
Alienation between the two Parties ; or fomething
which, without the Intervention of a third Perfon,
would create Alienaticn.—The prieftly Office, whe-
ther of atoning, or of interceding, is founded on‘a
State of Guilt, to this it bears an eflential and inva-
riable Relation.—Does CHRIST exercife his prieftly
Office in Behalf of Angels ? No, becaufe they excel
in Strength, and are peife&t in Holinefs — Wil
CHRIST exercife his pricftly Ofhce, when all his
Saints are received into Glory ? No, becaufe then
there will be an abfolute Confummation both in
Body and Soul, both in Righteoufnefs and Happi-
nefs, and the mediatorial Kingdom be delivered up
to the FATHER.—Did CHRIST exercife his
prieftly Office before Adam fell? No, becaufe Sin
had no Exiftence then, and then the Language was,
Let Man be bleffed 5 noty Deliver bim from going dvwn
zuto the Pit.

The Obje&ions laid to my Charge in this Para-
graph, and the whole Side of the Leaf, proceed upon
vour favourite Notion 3 Perfection of Holinefs, even
while we continue in Houfes of Clay. As I look

upon your Foundation 3¢ 4 mer ufl
pon your [ fation to be a mere Delufion, I muft
: of
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of courfe conclude, all that you build upon it to be
chimerical and delufory ; therefore, till you prove
your Suppofition, I have no Reafon to concern my-
fe f with any of your Confequences deduced from
it, or with any of your Allegations relating to it.
On ene Claufe, however, let me beflow a flight
Animadverfion, :

Afpafis fays, a Senfe of remaining inbred Corrup-
tion will reconcile us to Death 5 Mr. /7%/y, replics,
¢¢ Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do this
<« like perfet Love.”—Here I think you have mil-
fed the Mark. Nothing can reconcile us to Death
but that which takes away its Sting; and this is
done only by the Atonement of CHR/§7. No-
thing can reconcile us to Death but that which de-
livers us from its Terror, and this is effected only
by the Sacrifice of our great HIGH-PRIEST,
which has converted the King of Terrors, into a
Meflenger of Peace : Nothing can reconcile us to
Death, but that which makes it defirable to depart,
and Gain to die; and this is owing, wholly owing
to him who died for us, that whether we wake or
fleep, we fhould live together with him.

Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile
him to Death, fo much as a believing View of the
LORD's CHRIST, feeing GOD made Flelh;
feeing him as hisown SAV IO UR, he was enabled
not only to acquielce in the Summons, but to wel-
come it as a Deliverance—He was enabled to fay
with Compofure, and Complacency, L OR D, now
letteft thou thy Servant depart in Peace—Not becaufe 1
am weary of this imperfect State 5 not becaufe I am
perfect in divine Love 5 but becaufe mine Eyes have
fzen thy Salvation.~Though you may not like to imi-

tate
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tate 2 Few, I moft heartily with for myfelf; let me
die the Death of this moft venerable Hebrew, and let
my latter End be like his !

If you ftill pesfift in your Opinion, that nothing
can reconcile you to Diffolution like the imagined
Perfeftion of your Love, not the Blood, by which
the Saints overcame; not the Righteoufnefs, by which
they reign in Life ; not the Grace and Power, which
have fwallowed up Death in Vicory; I muft then
caution you to take heed left you crofs, or attempt
to crofs the Riwer, in the Boat of wain Confidence.
You have abridged, if I miftake not, the Pilgrim’s
Progrefs, therefore can be at no lofs to underftand
my Meaning.

One Claufe, I faid—But I correét myfelf—There
is another, fo very extraordinary, that you might
juftly charge me with Inattention little thort of Stu-
pidity, if I fhould pafs it over without Notice. Thefe
dre the Words—<¢ If we were perfect in Piety (St.
¢ Fobn’s Word is, perfe& in Love) we fhould ftill
«¢ beencompafied with Infirmities, and liable to Mif-
¢« takes, from which Words or Ations might fol-
< Jow, even though the Heart was all Love, which
¢ were not exactly right.”

This is ftrange! Wondrous ftrange indeed !
Perfeét, yet ¢ encompafled with Infirmities !” Per-
fe&t, ¢ yet doing Adtions, and fpeaking Words not
¢e exw?ly right ! I” You are as fingular in your Jdea,
as you are ﬁrenuous for the Daclrine of Perfeéiion.—
I know not any Preteflant Writer that pretends to
maintain the latter, yourfelf only excepted ; and as
to the former, I think it could never enter into the

lead of any Thing living, but Mr. 72%/iey’s only.
Periect, ¢ yet encompafled with Infirmities,” is juit as
‘ found

«
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found Divinity, as true, yet addicted to lying, is
found Morality.

Thhis is not the worft Property of your Notion of
Perfection, that it is abfurd and felf-contradictory.
A Sentiment may be abfurd, yet not very pernicious.
But this is an Error of the moft malignant Kind,
this was at the Bottom of the Pharifees Pride, and
fpirited them on to feek Juflification by the Works
of the Law ; they knew full well, that their OBedi-
ence was not complete, it did not come up to their
facred and exalted Standard, but they had learnt to
foften and extenuate their Difobedience, into Mat-
ters ¢ not exactly right.”—This is the Caufe, why
People profefling Chriftianity, fee no Form or Come-
linefs in CHR IS8T, foas to defire him, with De-
fires that cannot be uttered ; ’tis true they are not
perfet, they often offend,—but then the Offences
are only human [Infirmties; Words and Actions
¢ not exaétly right.” With this, which is indeed
¢¢ the Syren Sonq, > they lull their Souls into an In-
fenfibility of their ruined State, and a Difregard of
the all-fufficient RED EE M E R.

Curfed (fays the Law) is every one, that continueth
not in all Things, whether they be great or fmall—And
will you regard that, as a mere Infirmity, and con-
fiftent with Perfection, on which the divine Law de-
nounces a Curfe { Which the divine Law threatens
with all Mifery here, and with everlafiing Venge-
ance hereafter ! The Apoftle would probably chaf-
tife the Author, or Abettor of fuch a Conceit, in the
following Manner; ¢¢ Wilt thou know, O vain
¢« Man, that what thou calleft a Matter ¢ not ex~
oy aE’cly right,”” is moft horribly odious in the kye
“ of GOD’s infinite Purity ; deferves eternal Death

6s ln
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« in the Eftimate of his infinite Juftice ; and could
¢« never have been pardoned but by the atoning
¢¢ Death of his infinitcly majeftic Son !”’
«¢ Encompafled with Infirmities, yet the Heart all
““ Love ! Words and A&tions not exactly right, yet
¢¢ the Man all Perfeltion I”” Thefe are all Paradoxes
which I never faw equalled, only in the Writings
‘of fome high-flown Papifts. Mr. Wefley’s Words are
not far from a Tranflation, they are to a Nicety the
Senfe, of thofe very offenfive Paflages, which I meet
with in a Couple of Popith Zealots.  Andradius, In-
terpreter of the Council of T7rent, writes thus;
¢ Vepialia peccata * tam funt minuta & levia, ut
¢ non adverfentur perfe@ioni charitatis, nec im-
% pedire poffunt perfe€tam aut abfolutam obedien-
¢ tiam.”— Ludenus, another Champion for the fame
bad Caufe, exprefles himfelf in a more elegant, 'but
in no lefs thocking 2 Manner; ¢ ¢+ Levicula vitiola
¢ lapfuum quotidianorum, afpergines & n=zvule
¢ funt: quse per fe non maculant & contaminant,
¢ fed qualfi pulvifculo leviter afpergunt vitam chrifti-
““ apam: ut nihilominus tamen per fe fint perfeéta,
¢ & undique immaculata Renatorum opera in hac
“ vita,”—If Mr. /7efley pleafes to confider thefe
Paffages,

* Venial Sins are fo minute and trivial, that they do
not oprofle the Perfection of our Love, nor can they hin-
der our Obrdience from being ablolutely perfett.

1 The littde trifling Faults which are owing to our daily
Slips or Miftakes, are like Specks, or almodt i impercepti-
ble Moles upon the Body, which of themfelves do not
ftain or defile; but as it we:e, with fmall Particles of
fine Doft, hghty fprian the Chriftian Life ; fo that
neverthelefs the Waorks of the Regenerate may be of them-
fel es perfeet, and in all Refpefls immaculate, even in
this Life.
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Paflages, I hope, he will be induced to alter his
Phrafe, and rectify his Notions.—If he pleafes to
tranflate thefe Paflages, his Followers may have an
Opportunity of feeing, how nearly he approaches to
fome of the worft Errors of Popery. And may
hence be admonifhed, not to imbibe, without due
Examination, his Do&rines; nor fubmit, with an

implicit Credulity to his Dictates.
¢ The Charges of the Law are all anfwered.” —
At this Sentence Mr. 7/%/ley is bighly offended. As
the Lion is faid to lath himfelf into Rage, fo my Ob-
jector ftirs himfelf up into a graceful Indignation;
ftirs bimfelf, for there is nothing in the Paflage, or
in the Context, to awaken fuch a Flame of Zeal.
If Mr. Wefley had underftood Ajpafis, according to
the whole Tenour of his Difcourfe, there would
have been no Room for britiging Count Zinzendorf
upon the Carpet, nor for making that injurious
Conclufion, then neither GO D nor Man, can clatm
any Obedience to the Law.”—This is what A/fpafis
means : 1 he Claims of the Law, as a Covenant of
Works—TheClaims of the Law, as being the Con-
dition of Life and Glory—The Claims of the Law,
as requiring perfect Obedience on Pain of eternal
Death. Thefe Claims are all fatisfied by our moit
blefled and gracious SURETY.—If not, they are fhili
incumbent upon us, and upon every Child of Maa.
A Burden this, which neither we ‘nor our Fatbers
were able to kear, which, heavier thaa the Sands of
the Sea, would have funk us all into the nethermoft
Hell.—This Doétrine, therefore, is not ¢ Antino-
¢ pianifm without a Mafk ;” but it is the Do&rine
5 : "of
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of Rightesufnefs without Works *, and of Juftification
witheut the Deeds of the Law .

¢ Then ncither G OD nor Man can claim any
<«¢ Obedience to the Law.” Yes, GOD Almighty
may, and G OD Almighty does claim our Obedi-
ence to the Law ; as a Rule of Life, he requires a
Conforinity to its Precepts, as to the Image of him-
felf ; he demands a Performance of its Duties, as the
Means of bringing Glory to his Name, and paying
Submifiion to his Authority. And none will be fo
readily dllpoLd none will be fo cxmdually enabled,
to obey the whote Law; as thofe who fee thcmfclvea
made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIST,
who are thereby delivered from that tremendous
Curle, denounced on all Ungodlinefs and Unrighte-
oufnefs of Men.

Afpafio thus exhorts his Friend—Let me defire you
to imagine, rather may the blefled SPIRIT enable
you to believe, that your Sins are expiated, through

the Death of 7 EL£SUS CHRIST: Thata Rmh

teouinefs is given you, by Virtue of which you may
have free and welcome Accefs to GO D.—¢¢ This
“ is not fcriptural Language,” fays Mr. WVefly.
Therefore it cannot be found Dodirine, is his Way
of arguing. Harmlefs enough I muft own. But
what follows is not quite fo modefl. ¢ I would
¢ funply fay ;” and {urely what 7 would fay, muft be
unexceptionably right : T his is the Conclufion we are to
make ; otherwifle what you alledge, is of no Weight
at all.-—<¢ I would fimply fay, By him we have Ac-
¢ cefs to the FATHER.” This is beyond all
ObjeQion, proper —It is taken from the Apofile,
andit includes what #/pafro exprefles.—The Apoftle’s

| Language
* Rom iv. 6. 1+ Rom, ii1. 28,

'}
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Language is the Ingot of Gold; AJpafis’s Sentiment
is 2 Thread drawn, or a Leaf beaten fromit. Me-
thinks before I difmifs this Topic, I would defire
you to turn back a Moment, and reconfider what
you have affirmed—Your Sins are expiated, is not
this fcriptural Language !—What elfe meaneth that
Expreflion of the Apoftle? Eis 7o iraexeeSos 7ag
apapios 72 Aas. ¢ To make Expiation for the
¢« Sins of the People *.”—A Righteoufnefs is given
you, is not this the fcriptural Way of fpeaking ?
<« They who receive the Gift of Righteoufnefs, fhall
¢ yeign in Life.”—*¢ By which you have free Accefs
% #0 G OD;” is not this both the Diale&, and the
Doétrine of the HOLY GHOST ? ¢ We have
¢ Accefs with Confidence (not through our punc-
<¢ tual Performance of any Conditions, but) through
¢ the Faith of him;” by a fiducial Reliance on our
LORD’ moft precious Obedience, Blood, and
Merit.
¢¢ I have feen fuch terrible Effe&s of this unfcrip-
¢ tural Way of fpeaking.”—Here I<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>