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.ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH.F.. single end of this book is the presentation, in a compact and convenient 
form, of the more important facts, votes, resolves, letters, speeches, reports 
and other documents, which elucidate the political contest now agitating this 
country. It has been our aim to let every candidate and other important per
sonage speak for himself, make his own platform, and vindicate (if he may) his 
own consistency and the soundness of his views on the great questions which 
underlie our current politics. 

Of course, such a work can have but a comparative merit. Make it ever so 
large, and still many things must be omitted that the compiler wou1d wish to 
insert ; and every critic will plausibly ask, "Why insert this and omit that ? 

Why give so much of A. and so little of B. ?" Beside, it is not always possi
ble to remember, or, if remembered, to find, all that would be valued in a work 
like this. We can only say that we have done our best : let him do better 
who can. 

Inaccuracy of citation is one of the chief vices of our political discussions. 
You can hardly listen to a set speech, even from a well-informed and truthful 
canvasser, which is not marred by some misapprehension or unconscious mis
statement of the position and views of this or that prominent statesman. 
Documents, heedlessly read and : long since lost or mislaid, are quoted from 
with fluency and confidence, as though with indubitable accuracy, when the 
citations so made do gross injustice to their author, and tend to mislead the 
hearer. We believe the documents collected in this work are so printed that 
their general accuracy may be safely relied on. 

By canvassers of all parties, we trust our Text-Book will be found conve
nient, not to say indispensable. But those who only listen, and read, and 
reflect, will also find it a manifest help to a clear understanding of the issues and 
contentions of the day. They will be interested in comparing the actual posi
tions taken by Mr. Lincoln, or Mr. Douglas, or Gen. Cass, or Mr. Everett, as 
faithfully set forth in this work, with those confidently attributed to that 
statesman in the fluent harangue of some political opponent, who is intent on 
blazoning his inconsistency or proving his insincerity. To verify and correct 
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the citations of a frothy declaimer is sometimes the easiest and most convincing 

refutation of his speech. 
If a trace of partisan bias is betrayed in the thread of narrative which par

tially unites the successive reports, bills, votes, etc., presented in this work, the 

error is unintentional and regretted. Our purpose was to compile a record 
acceptable and convenient to men of all parties, and which might be consulted 

and trusted by all. Whatever is original heroin is regarded as of no use or 

merit, save as a necessary elucidation of the residue. Without apology, there

fore, or further explanation, the Text-Book is commended to the favor of the 
American public. 

NEw-YoRK, August 1st, 1860. 
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A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860 . 

• 
NATIONAL QAUOUSES, CONVENTIONS, AND 

PLATFORMS. 

NATIONAL Conventions for the nomination of 
candidates are of comparatively recent origin. 
In the earlier political history of the United 
States, under the Federal Constitution, candi
dates for President and Vice-President were 
nominated by congressional and legislative 
caucuses. Washington was elected as first 
President under the Constitution, and reelected 
for a second term by a unanimous, or nearly 
unanimous, concurrence of the American people; 
but an opposition party "gradually grew up in 
Congress, which became formidable during his 
second term, and which ultimately crystalized 
into what was then called the Republican 
party. John Adams, of Massachusetts, was 
prominent among the leading Federalists, while 
Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, was preemi
nently the author and oracle of the Republican 
party, and, by common consent, they were the 
opposing candidates for the Presidency, on 
Washington's retirement in 1796-7. 

Mr . .A.darns was then chosen President, while 
Mr. Jefferson, having the largest electoral vote 
next to Mr. A., became Vice-President. 

The first Congressional Caucus to nominate 
candidates for President and Vice-President, is 
aaid to have been held in Philadelphia in the 
year 1800, and to have nominated Mr. Jeffer
son for the first office, and Aaron Burr for the 
second. These candidates were elected after a 
desperate struggle, beating John Adams and 
Charles C. Pinckney, of South Carolina. In 
1804, Mr. Jefferson was reelected President, 
with George Clinton, of New-York, for Vice, 
encountering but slight opposition: Messrs. 
Charles C. Pinckney and Rufus King, the op· 
posing candidates, receiving only 14 out of 176 
Electoral Votes. We have been unable to find 
any record as to the manner of their nomina
tion. In January, 1808, when Mr. Jefferson's 
second term was about to close, a Republican 
Congressional Caucus was held at Washington, 
to decide as to the relative claims of Madison 
and Monroe for the succession, the Legisla
ture of Virginia, which bad been said to exert 

a potent influence over such questrons, being, 
on this occasion, unable to agree as to which ol 
her favored sons should have the preference. 
Ninety-four of the 136 Republican members of 
Congress attended this caucus, and declared 
their preference of Mr. Madison, who received 
83 votes, the remaining 11 being divided be
tween Mr. Monroe and George Clinton. The 
Opposition supported Mr. Pinckney; but Mr. 
Madison was elected by a large majority. 

Toward tile close of Mr. Madison's earlier 
term, he was nominated for reelection by a 
Congressional Caucus held at Washington, in 
May, 1812. In September of the same year, a 
convention of the Opposition, representing 
eleven States, was held in the city of New
York, which nominated De Witt Clinton, of 
New-York, for President. He was also put in 
nomination by the Republican Legislature of 
New-York. The ensuing canvass resulted in 
the reelection of Mr. Madison, who received 
128 elect"1.'al votes to 89 for De Witt Clinton. 

In 1816, the Republican Congressional Caucus 
nominated James Monroe, who received, in the 
caucus, 65 votes to 54 for Wm. H. Crawford, 
of Georgia. The Opposition, or Federalists, 
named Rufus King, of New-York, who receiveci 
only 34 electoral votes out of 217. There was 
no oppositiou to the reelection of Mr. Monroe 
in 1820, a single (Republican) vote being cast 
against him, and for John Quincy Adams. 

In 1824, the Republican party could not be 
induced to abide by the decision of a Congres
sional Caucus. .A large majority of the Repub
lican members formally refused to participate 
in such a gathering, or be governed by its deci· 
sion; Rtill, a Caucus was called and attended by 
the friends of Mr. Crawford alone. Of the 261 
members of Congress at this time, 216 were 
Democrats or Republicans, yet only 66 res
ponded to their names at roll-call, 64 of whom 
voted for Mr. Crawford as the Republican nomi
nee for President. This nomination was very 
extensively repudiated throughout the country, 
and three competing Republican candidates· 
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were brought into the field through legislative., New-York, preRided over the deliberations of the 
and other machinery-viz., Andrew Jackson, Convention, and the nominees received each 
Henry Clay, and John Quincy Adams. The re-, 108 votes. The candidates accepted the nomi
sult of this famou8 "scrub race" for the Presi- nation and received the electoral vote of Ver
dency was, that no one was elected by the mont only. The Convention did not enunciate 
people, Gen. Jackson receiving 99 elec:toral any distinct platform of principles, but ap
votes, Mr. Adams 84, Mr. Crawford 41, and Mr. pointed a committee to issue an Address to the 
Clay 37. The election then devolved on the people. In due time, the address was published. 
House of Representatives, where Mr. Adams It is quite as prolix and verbose as modern po
was chosen, receiving the votes of 13 States, litical addresses ; and, after stating at great 
against 7 for Gen. Jackson, and 4 for Mr. Craw- length the necessary qualifications for the 
ford. This was the end of "King Caucus." Chief of a great and free people, and present
Gen. JackRon was immediately thereafter put ing a searching criticism on the institution of 
iu nomination for the ensuing term by the Le- free-masonry iu its moral and political bearings, 
gislature of Tennessee, having only Mr. Adams somewhat intensified from the excitement 
for an opponent in 1828, when he was elected caused by the (then recent) alleged murder of 
by a decided majority, receiving 178 Electoral William Morgan, for having revealed the secrets 
Votes to 83 for Mr. Adams. Mr. John C. Cal- of the Masonic Order, the Address comes to the 
boun, who had at first aspired to the Presidency, conclusion that, since the institution had be
in 1824, withdrew at an early stage from the come a political engine, political agencies must 
canvass, and was thereupon chosen Vice-Presi- be used to av.ert its baneful effects-in other 
dent by a very large electoral majority-Mr. words, "that an enlightened exerci::ie of the 
Albert Gallatin, of Pennsylvania, (the caucus right of suffrage is the constitutional and 
candidate on the Crawford ticket,) being his equitable mode adopted by the Anti-Masons is 
only serious competitor. In 1828, Mr. Calhoun necessary to remove the evil they suffer, and 
was the candidate for Vice-President on the produce the reforms they seek." 
Jackson ticket, and of course reelected. It 
was current1y stated that the concentration of 
the Crawford and Calhoun strength on this DEMOCRATIC OR JACKSON NATIONAL 
ticket. was mainly effected by Messrs. Martin CONVENTION-l832. 
Van Buren and Churchill C.Cambreleng, ofN ew
York, during a southern tour made by them in 
1827. In 1828, Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, 
was the candidate for Vice-President on the 
.Adams ticket. 

U. S . .ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION-1830. 

The first political National Convention in this 
country of which we have any record was held 
at Philadelphia in September, 1830, styled the 
United States Anti-Masonic Convention. It was 
composed of ~6 delegates, representing the 
States of New-York, Massachusetts, Connecti
cut, Vermont, Rhode Island, Pennsy 1 vauia, 
New-Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, Maryland and the 
Territory of Michigan. Francis Granger of 
New-York presided; but no business was trans
acted beyond the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

Resol;ved, That it is recommended to the people of the 
United States, opposed to secret societies, to meet in 
convention on Monday the 26th day of September, 1831, 
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number 
to their representatives in both houses of Congress, to 
make nowinations of suitable candidates for the office 
of President and Vice-President, to be supported at the 
next election, and for the transaction of such other 
.business as the cause of Anti-Masonry may require. 

In compliance with the foregoing call, a Na
tional Anti-Masonic Convention was held at Balti
more, in September, 1831, which nominated 
William Wi'.'t, of Maryland, for President, and 
Amos Ell maker, of Pennsylvania, fo1· Vice-Pre
sident. The convention was attended by 112 de
legates from the States of Maine, New-Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con
,necticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
'Ohio, Indiana, Delaware and Maryland -only 
Ma8sachusetts, New-York and Pennsylvania 
being fully represented. John C. Spencer, of 

There was no open opposition in the Demo
cratic party to the nomination of Gen. Jackson 
for a second term; but the party were not so 
well satisfied wit~ Mr. Calhoun, the Vice-Presi
dent; so a Convention was called to meet at 
Baltimore in May, 1832, to nominate a candi
date for the second office. Delegates appeared 
and took their seats from the States of 
Maine, New-Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Kew-York, 
New-.Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ten
nessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

Gen. Robert Lucas, of Ohio, presided, and 
the regular proceedings were commenced by 
the passage of the following resolution: 

Reso'flved, That each State be entitled, in the nomina
tion to be made for the Vice-Pre~idency, to a number ot 
votes equal to the number to which they will be entitled 
in the electoral colleges, under the new apportionment 
in voting for Preside.nt and Vice-President· and that 
two-thirds of the whole number of the votes Jn the Con
vention shall be necessary to constitute a choice. 

This seems to have been the orio-in of the 
l" " h" d " l 

0 

tamous two-t 1r s rue which bas prevailed 
of late in Democratic National Conventions. 

The Convention proceeded to ballot for a can
didate for Vice-President, with the following 
result: 

)for Martin Van Buren: Connecticut, 8; Illinois, 2; 
Ohio, 21; Tennessee, 15; North Carolina, 9; Georgia 11 · 
Louisiana, 5; Pennsylvania, 30; Maryland, 1 · New: 
Jersey, 8; Mississippi, 4; Rhode Island, 4; Mai~e, 10; 
Massachusetts, 14; Delaware, 8; New-Hampshire, 1 ; 
New-York, 42; Vermont, 7; Alabama, 1-Total, 208. 

For Richard 111. Johnson : Illinois, 2 ; Indiana, 9 ; 
Kentucky, 15-Total, 26. 

For Phi!ip P. Barbour: North Carolina, 6; Virginia 
23; Maryland, 8; South Carolina, 11 ; Alabama, S...: 
Total, 49. 

Mr. Van Buren, having received more than 
two-thirds of all the votes cast, was declared 
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duly nominated as the candidate of the party I diate predecessor (J. Q . .A.dams) by Gen. Jack· 
for Vice-President. son in his Inaugural .Address, and adds: 

The Convention passed a resolution cordially I The indecorum of this denunciation was hardly less 
concurrino- in the repeated nominations which glaring than its essential injustice, and can only be 
G J I.° h d · d · , · ·t f paralleled ty that of the subsequent denunciation of the 

en. ac ,son a .:ecc.1ve rn va~1ous par s O same Administration, on the same authority, to a foreign 
the country for reelection as President. government. 

Mr: Archer, of Virginia, from the committee Exception is taken to the indiscriminate re-
appomted to prepare an address to the people, moval of all officers within the reach of the Pre
reported that sident, who were not attached to his person or 

The committee, having interchang~d opinions on the party. .A.s illustrative of the extent to which 
subject submitted to them, and agreeing fully in the this political proscription was carried, it is stated 
principles and sentiments which they believe ought to be that, within a month after the inauguration of 
embodied in an address of this description, if such an ~ 
address were to be made, nevertheless deem it advisa· General Jackson, more persons were removed 
ble under existing circumstances, to recommend the from office than during the whole 40 years that 
adoption of the following resolution: h d · 1 1 d · j d t' f h 

Resolmed, 'l'hat it be recommended to the several de- a prevwus Ye apse srnce tie a op ion O t e 
legations in this Convention, in place of a General Ad· Constitution. Fault is also fonnd with the .Ad
dress from this body to the people of the United States, ministration in its conduct of our foreign affairs. 
to make such explanations by address, report, or other- .A.gain the Address says: 
wise, to their respective constituents, of the object, pro
ceedings and result of the .meeting, as they may deem 
expedient, 

The result of this election was the choice of 
General Jacksou, who received the electoral 
vote of the following States : 

Maine 10; New-Hampshire, 7; New-York, 42; New
Jersey, 8; Pennsylvania, 30; Maryland, 3; Virginia, 
23; North Carolina, 15; Georgia, 11; 'l'ennessee, 15; 
Ohio, 21 ; Louisiana, 5; Mississippi, 4 ; Indiana, 9 ; 
Illinois, 5 ; Alabama, 7 ; Missouri, 4-Total, 219. 

For Mr. Clay : Massachusetts, 14; Rhode Island, 4 ; 
Connecticut, 8; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 5; Kentucky, 
15-'rotal, 49 . 

For John Floyd, of Virginia: South Carolina, 11. 
.!<'or William Wirt, of Maryland: Vermont, 7. 

Mr. Van Buren received only 189 votes for 
Vice-Presideut, Pennsylvania, which cast her 
vote for Jackson, having voted for William 
Wilkins of that State for Vice-President. 
John Sergeant, for Vice-President, received the 
same vote as Mr. Clay for President. South 
Carolina voted for Henry Lee of Massachusetts, 
for Vice-President. 

NATIO"X..A.L REPUBLICAN CO~VENTION-
1831. 

The National Republicans met in convention 
at Baltimore, Dec. 12, 1831. Seventeen States 
and the District of Columbia were represented 
by 157 delegates, who cast a unanimous vote 
for Henry Clay, of Kentucky, for President, and 
John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, for Vice-Pre
sident. James Barbour, of Virginia, presided, 
and the States represented were: Maine, New
llampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con
necticut, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Louisiana and Indiana. The Convention adopted 
no formal platforrR of principles, but issued an 
Address, mainly devoted to a criticism on the 
Administration of Gen. Jackson, asserting, 
among other things, that-

The political history of the Union for the last three 
years exhibits a series of mea.sures plainly dictated in all 
their principal features by blind cupidity or vindictive 
p.Lrty spirit, marked throughout. by a disregard of good 
policy, justice, and every high and generous sentiment, 
and, terminating in a dissolution of the Cabint:L under 
circumstances more discreditable than any of the kind to 
be met with in the annals of the civilized world. 

On the great subjects of internal policy, the course 
of the President has been so inconsistent and vacillating, 
that it is impossible for any party to place confidence In 
his character, or to consider him as a true and effective 
friend. lly avowing his approbation of a judicious tariff, 
at the same time recommending to Congress precisely the 
same policy which had be'en adopted as the best plan of 
attack by the opponents of that measure; by admitting 
the constitut1onality and expediency of Internal Improve
ments of a National character, and at the same moment 
negativing the most important bills of this description 
which were presented to him by Congress, the President 
has shown that he is either a secret enemy to the system, 
or that he is willing to sacrifice the most important na
tional objects in a vain attempt to conciliate the conflict
ing interests, or rather adverse party feeling and opinions 
of different sections of the country . 

Objection is taken to Gen. Jackson's war on 
the United States Bank, and the necessity and 
usefulness of that institution are argued at con
siderable length. 'l'he outrageous and inhuman 
treatment of the Cherokee Indians by the State 
of Georgia, and the failure of the National .Ad
ministration to protect them in their rights, 
acquired by treaty with the United States, 
is also the subject of animadversion in the 
the .Address . 

.A. resolve was adopted, recommending to the 
young men of the National Republican Party t-0 
hold a Convention in the city of Washington on 
the following May. 

Such a Con ven ti on was accordingly held at 
the Capital on the 11th of May, 1832, over 
which William Cost Johnson, of Maryland, pre
sided, and at which the following, among other 
resolves, were adopted: 

Resolved, That an adequate Protection to American 
Industry is indispensable to the prosperity of the coun
try; and that an abandonment of the policy at thill 
period would be attended with cousequences ruinous to 
the best interests of the Nation. 

Resolved, 'l'hat a uniform system of Internal Improve
ments, sustained and supported by the General Govern· 
ment, is calculated to secure, in the highsst degree, the 
har~ony, the strength ,and the permanency of ihe Re
public. 

Resolved, That the indiscriminate removal of public 
officers, for a mere difference of political opinion, is a 
gross abuse of power; and that the doctrine lately 
boldly preached in the United States Senate, that "to the 
victors belong the spoils of the vanquished," is detri
mental to the interest, corrupting to the morals, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the people of this coun
try. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
1835. 

The address allu<les to the charge of incapa- In May, 1835, a National Convention repre-
city and corruption leveled against his imme- senting twenty-one States, a.o>sembled at Ba.lti-
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more to nominate candidates for President and I result was the triumphant el.e~tion of Harrison 
Vice-President. The Hon. Andrew Stevenson,. and Tyler, Van Buren rece1vmg the electoral 
of Virginia, was chosen president, with half a I vote of only seven States; viz: 
dozen vice-presidents and four secretaries. A New-Hampshire, 7; Virginia, 23; South Carolina, 11; 
rule was adopted that two-thirds of the whole Illinois. b; Alabama, 7; Missouri, 4; and Arkansas, 8-
number of votes should be necessary to make a Total, 60. 
nomination or to decide any question connected South -Carolina refused to vote for Richard M. 
therewith. On the first ballot for President, Johnson for Vice-President, throwing away her 
Mr. Van Buren was nominated unanimously, re- 11 votes on Littleton W. Tazewell, of Virginia. 
ceiving 265 votes. For Vice-President, Richard Harrison and Tyler received the votes of the 
M. Johnson, of Kentucky, received 178, and followinO' States: 
William C. Rives, of Vir0crinia, 87. Mr. John-

0 

Maine, 10; Massachusetts, 14; Rhode Island, 4; Con-
son, having received more than two-thirds of necticut, 8; Vermont, 7; New-York. 42; New-Jersey, 8: 
all the votes cast, was declared duly nominated Pennsylvania, 30; Delaware, 3; llfaryland, 10; North 
as the candidate for Vice-President. This Con- Carolina, 15; Georgia, 11; Keniucky, 15; ·rennessee, 15; 

Ohio, 21; Louisiana, 5; Mississippi, 4; Indiana,9; Michi-
vention adopted no platform. gan, 8-Total, 234. 

THE OPPOSITION IN 1836. 

In 1835, Gen. Wm. H. Harrison, of Ohio, was 
nominated for President, w:ith Francis Granger, 
for Vice-President, by a Whig State Convention 
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and also by a 
Democratic Anti-Masonic Convention held at 
the same place. A Whig State Convention in 
Maryland also nominated Gen. Harrison for Pre
sident, with John Tyler, of Virginia, for Vice. 
Gen. H. also received nominations in New York, 
Ohio and other States. 

Hugh L. White, of Tennessee was nominated 
by the Legislaturns of Tennessee and Alabama, 
as the Opposition or Anti-Jackson candidate; 
while Mr. Webster was the favorite of the Oppo
sition in Massachusetts, and Willie P. Mangum, 
of N. C. received the vote of S. C., 11. The 
result of the contest of 1836 was the election 
of Mr. Van Buren, who received the electoral 
votes of the States of 

Maine, 10; New-Hampshire, 7; Rhode Island, 4.; Con~ 
necticut, 8; New York, 42; Pennsylvania, 30; Virginia, 
28; North Carolina, 15; Louisiana, 5; Mississippi, 4; 
Illinois, 5; Alabama, 7; Missouri, 4; Arkansas, 3; Michi
gan, 3-Total 170. 

Gen. Harrison received the votes of 
Vermont, 7; New-Jersey, 8; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 

10; Kentucky, 15; Ohio, 21; and Indiana, 9-Total, 78. 

Hugh L. White received the vote of Georgia, 
11, and Tennessee, 15: total, 26. Mr. Webster 
received the vote of Massachusetts, 14. 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION,--1839. 

.A. Whig National Convention representing 
twenty-one States met at Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 
4, 1839. James Barbour, of Virginia, presided, 
and the result of the first ballot was the nomina
tion of Gen. William H. Harrison, of Ohio, who 
received 148 * votes to 90 for Henry Clay, and 
16 for Gen. Winfield Scott. John 'fyler, of 
Virginia, was unanimously nominated as the 
Whig candidate for Vice-President. The Con
vention adopted no platform of principles; but 
the party in conducting the memorable cam
paign of 1840, assailed the Administration of 
Mr. Van Buren for its general mismanagement 
of public affairs and its profligacy, and the 

•Ballots were repeatedly taken in cmmn;aee throughout two 
or three days; but as no candidate received a majority, it was 
only reported I<> the convention that the committee had not been 
able to agree on a candidate to be presented to the convention. 
Fi1>1tlly, the delegat<is from New-York and other States which 
hRcl supported <Jen . Rcott, genernlly went over to Gen. Harrison 
w!Jo thus recei ved a ruajority, when the result was declared, wi 
llJ>ove. 

ABOLITION CONVENTION,-1839. 

A Convention of Abolitionists was held at 
Warsaw, N. Y., on the 13th of November, 1839, 
which adopted the following: 

ResoV/Jed, That, in our judgment, every consideration 
of duty and expediency which ought to control the 
action of Christian freemen, requires of the Abolitionists 
of the U. S. to organize a distinct and independent poli
tical party, embracing all the necessary means for nomi
nating candidates for office and sustaining them by 
public suffrage. 

The Convention then nominated for Presi
dent James G. Birney, of New York, and for 
Vice-President Francis J. Lemoyne, of Penn· 
sylvania. These gentlemen sub8equently de
clined the nomination. Nevertheless they 
received a total ,of 7, 609 votes in various Free 
States. 

DEMOCRATIC NA. TION AL CONVENTION, 
1840. 

A Democratic National Convention met at 
Baltimore, May nth, 1840, to nominate candi
dates for President and Vice-President. Dele
gates were present from the States of Maine, 
N ew-Hampsbire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Islanp, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio, Alabama,Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, and Arkansas. 
Gov. William Carroll, of Tennessee, presided, 
and the Convention, before proceeding to the 
nomination of candidates, adopted the follow· 
ing platform-viz. : 

1. ResoV/Jed, That the Federal Government is one of 
limited powers, derived solely from the Constit.ution, and 
the grants of power shown therein ought to be strictly 
construed by all the departments and agents of the 
government, and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to 
exercise doubtful constitutional powers. 

2. ResoV/Jed, That the Constitution d.oes not confer 
upon the General Government the power to commenc<t 
or carry on a general system of internal improvement. 

3. Resolved, That the Constitution does not confer 
authority upon the Federal Government, directly or in
directly, to assume the debts of the several States, con
tracted for local internal improvements or other State 
purposes; nor would such assumption be just or ex
pedient. 

4. ResoV/Jed, That justice and sound policy forbid the 
Federal Government to foster one branch of industry to 
the detriment of another, or to cherish the interent of 
one portion to the injury of another port.ion of our com
mon country-that every citizen and every section of 
the country has a right to demand and insist upon an 
equality of rights and privileges, and to complete and 
ample protection of persons and property from domestio 
violence or foreign aggression. 
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5. Re.~ol'l!ed, That it is the duty of every branch of I Government, and discriminating with special reference 
too government to enforce and practice the most rigid to the Protection of the Domestic Labor of the country 
economy in conducting our public affairs, and that no I -the Distribution of the proceeds from the sales of the 
m{!re revenue ought to be raised than is required to de- 'I Public Lands-a single term for the Presidency-a re· 
fray the necessary expenses of the government. form of executive usurpations-and generally such an ad-

6. Resolved, 'l'hat Congrnss has no power to charter a ministration of the affairs of the country, as shall impart 
United States Dank, tliat we believe such an institutiou to every branch of the public service the greatest practi
<me of deadly hostility to the best interests of t.he coun- cable efficiency, controlled by a well-1·egulated and wise 
try, dangerous to our republican institutions and the economy. 
liberties of the people, :i:nd calculated to place the busi- The contest resulted in the choice of the 
ness of the country w1thm the control of a concentrated . . 
money power, and above the laws and the will of the Dem_ocrat1c candidates (Polk and Dallas,) who 
people. received 170 electoral votes as follows: Maine, 

7. Jies~lved, T_hat Congr~ss has no power, under t~e 9 · New-Hampshire 6 · New-York 36 · Penn-
Const1tut1on, to interfere with or control the domestic ' . , . ' . .' ' ' . 
institutions of the several States; and that such States sylvama, 26 ; V1rg1ma, 17 ; South Carolina, 
are th_e sole and proper judg~s ?f everything pe_rtai?ing 9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 6; 
to their own affairs, no~ yr?h1b1ted by the Const1t~t10n ; Louisiana 6 · Indiana 12 · Illinois 9 · Missouri 
that all efforts, by abolit10msts or others, made to mduce ' ' . '. ' ~ ' ' ' 
Cono-ress to interfere with questions of slavery or to 7 ; Arkansas, 3; M1ch1gan, D-170. 
take

0

incipient steps in :elation ther~to, are calcul~ted to For Clay and Frelinghuysen: Vermont, 6 ; 
lead to the most alarmmg and dangerous consequences, Massachusetts 12 · Rhode Island 4 · Connecti-
and that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to N J' ' 7 D I ' ' M 
diminish the happiness of the people, and endanger the cut, 6; ew- er_sey, ; e aware, 3; aryland, 
stability and permanency of the Union, and ought not to 8 ; X orth Caro Ima, 11 ; 1'emiessee, 13 ; Ken
~e countenanced by any friend to our Political Institu- tucky, 12; Ohio, 23-105. 
t10ns. 

8. Resolved, That the separation of the moneys of the 
government from banking institutions is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the government and the 
rights of the people. 

\l. Resol//Jed, 'l'hat the liberal principles embodied by 
J etrerson in the Declaration of Independence, and sanc
tioned in the Constitution, which makes ours the land 
of liberty and the asylum of the oppressed of every 
nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the Demo
cratic faith; and every attempt to abridge the present 
privilege of becoming cit,izens, and the owners of soil 
among us, ou~ht to be resisted with the same spirit 
which swept the .Alien and Sedition Laws from our statute 
book. 

The Convention then unanimously nominated 
Mr. Van Buren for reelection as President; but, 
there being much diversity of opinion as to the 
proper man for Vice-PreRidem, the followiug 
preamble and resolution were adopted: 

Whereas, Several of the States which have nominated 
Martin Van Buren as a candidate for the Presidency, 
have put in nomination different individuals as candi
dates for Vice-President, thus indicating a diversity of 
opinion as to the person best entitled to the nomination; 
and whereas some of the said States are not represented 
in this Convention, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Convention deem it expedient at 
the present time not to. choose between the individuals 
in nomination, but to leave the decision to their Repub
lican fellow-citizens in the several States, trusting that 
before the election shall take place, their opinioqs will 
beeome so concentrated as to secure the choice of a 
ViC€-President by the E!t:ctoral College. 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1844. 
A Whig National Convention as;;embled in 

Baltimore, on the 1st of Ma_v, 1844, in which 
every State in the Union was represented. Am
bro1;e Spencer, of New-York, presided, and Mr. 
Clay was nominated for President by acclama
tion. For Vice-President, there was some di
versity of preference, and Mr. Frelinghuysen, of 
N. J., was nominated on the third ballot as fol
lows: 

BALLOTS, 

T. Frelinghuysen, N. J., .... . 
John Davis, l\Iass., ......... . 
Millard Fillmore, N. Y., ..••.. 
John Sergeant, Pa., ........ . 

l st. 
101 

83 
53 
38 

~ '1. .~rrl . 
118 155 
74 79 
51 40 
32 withdrawn. 

Total,........ . .. . . .. . 275 275 27 4 

The principles of the party were briefly 
summed up in the following resolve, which wa.s 
adopted by the Convention: 

Resol'l!ed, '.l'hat these principles may be summed as 
comprising a well regulate<.! National currency-a '.l'arilI 
for revenue to defray the nece~sary expenses of the 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
1844. 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Baltimore on the 27th May, 1844, adopted the 
two-third rule and, after a stormy session of three 
days, James K. Polk, of Tennessee, was nomi
nated for President, and Silas Wright, of New 
York, for Vice-President. Mr. Wright declined 
the nomination, and George M. Dallas·, of Penn
sylvania, was subsequently selected to fill the 
second place on the ticket. 

The ballotings for President were as follows : 

M. Van Buren .. .. 
Lewis Cass ....... . 
R. M. Johnson . .. . 
James Buchanan .. 
J. 0. Calhoun .... . 
Levi Woodbury .. . 
Com. Stewart . ... . 
Jam es K. Polk ..•• 

BALLOTS. 

l 't. 2d. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 6th. 7th. 8th. 9th. 
146 127 121 111 103 101 99 104 2 
83 94 92 105 107 116 123 114 29 
29 33 38 32 26 25 21 
4 9 11 17 29 23 22 2 

1 2 1 1 1 1 2 
2 

1 
44 233 

Mr. Van. Buren's name was withdrawn 11.fter 
the 8th ballot. 

The placform adopted by the Convention was 
the same as that of 1840, with the following 
additions: 

Resol//Jed, That the proceeds of the Public Lands 
ought to be sacredly applied to the national objects speci· 
fied in the Constitution, and that we are opposed to the 
laws lately adopted, and to any law for the Distribution 
of such proceeds among the States, as alike inexpedient 
in policy and repugnant to the Constitution. 

Resolved, That we are decidedly opposed to taking 
from the President the qualified veto power by which he 
is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply 
sufficient to guard the public interest, to suspend the 
passage of a bill, whose merits cannot secure the ap
proval of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives, until the judgm"nL of the people can be ob
tained thereon, and which has thrice saved the .Ameri
can People from the corrupt and tyrannical domination 
of the Bank of the United States. 

Resolved, That our tit.le to the whole of the Territory of 
Oregon is clear and unquestionable; that no portion of the 
same ought to be ceded to England or any other power; 
and that the reoccupation of Oregon and the reannex
ation of Texas at the earliest practicable period are 
great. American measures, which this Convention recom
mends tO' the cordial support of the Democracy of the 
Union. 

LIBERTY P .ARTY N .A TION A.L CONVEN
TION, 1843. 

The Liberty Pa,ny National Convention met 
at Buffalo, on the 30th of August. Leicester 



14 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

Kin"' of Ohio presided and James G. Birney of I Florida, or on the high seas, are unc?n~titutioi;ial_, and all 
· "'? ' · ' • · . ' • attempts to hold men as property w1thm th~ l~mits of ex-

~ichigan! was unammousl~ no~ll D.1 ~ed for ~re elusive nationaljurisdiction, ought to be proh'.b1t~d by law. 
s1dent, with Thomas Morns, of Oh10, for V1ce· 1 ResolJved, 'l'hat the provision of the Co~stituuon ~f.the 
President. Amon"' the resolves adopted were United States, which confers extraordmary poh~1cal 

• 0 powers on the owners of slaves and thereby constitut· 
the following : ing the two hundred and fifty tl;ousimd slaveholders in 

ResolJved, '!'hat human brotherhood is a cardinal prin- the Slave States a privileged aristocracy; and the ~ro
ciple of true Democracy, as well as of pure Christianit.y, vision for the reclamation of fugitive slaves from service, 
which spurns all inconsistent limitations; and neither are Anti-Republican in their character, dangerous to the 
the political party which repudiates it., nor the political liberties of the people, and ought to be abrogated. 
system which is not based upon it, can be truly Demo- ResolJved, 'l'hat the practical operation of the second 
cratic or permanent. of these provisions, is seen in the enactment of t.he act 

Re~oiiied, '!'hat the Liberty Party, placing itself upon of Congress respecting persons esca1iing from t.he1r mas
this broad principle, will demand the absolute and un- ters which act, if the construction given to it by the 
qualified divorce of the General Government from Sup;·eme Court of the United States in the case of Prigg 
slavery, and also the restoration of equality of rights, vs. Pennsylvania be correct, nullifies the habeas cor~us 
among men, in every State where the party exists, or acts of all the States, takes away the whole legal ~ecunt! 
may exist. of personal freedom, and ought therefore to be m1med1· 

UesolJvtd, That the Liberty Party has not been organ- ately repealed. 
ized for any temporary purpose by interested politicians, ResolJved, 'l'hat the peculiar patronage and support 
but has arisen from among the people in consequence of hitherto extended to ::ilavery and Slaveholding, by the 
a conviction, hourly gairnng ground, that no other party General Government, ought to be immediately with· 
in the country represents the true principles of American drawn and the example and influence of National 
liberty, or the true spirit of the Constitution of the authorJty ought to he arrayed on the side of Liberty and 
United States. Free Labor. 

Ruolved, '!'hat the Liberty Party has not been organ- Resol!ved, That the practice of the General Govern-
ized merely for the overthrow of slavery; its first de- ment, which prevails in the Slave States, of employing 
cided effort must. indeed, be directed against slavehold· Slaves upon the public works, instead of free laborers, 
ing as the grossest and most revolting manifestation of and paying aristocratic masters, with a view to secure or 
despotism, but it will also carry out the principle of reward political services, is utterly indefensible and 
equal rights into all its practical consequences and ap- ought to be abandoned. 
plications, and support every just measure conducive to Resolved, 'l'hat freedom of speech, and of the press, 
individual and social freedom. and the right of petition, and the right of trial by jury, 

Resowed, '!'hat the Liberty Party is not a sectional are sacred and inviolable; and that all rules, regula
party but a national party; was not originated in a de- tions and laws, in derogation of either are oppressive, un
sire to accomplish a single object, but in a comprehen- constitutional, and not to be endured by free people. 
sive regard to the great interests of the whole country; RewlJved, 'l'hat we regard voting in an eminent de
is not <t new party, nor a t.hird party, but is the party gree as a moral and religious duty, which, when exer
of 1776, reviving the principles of that memorable era, cised, should be by voting for those who will do all in 
aud striving to carry them into practical application. their power for Immediate Emancipation. 

Resolme<i, 'l'hat it was unders~ood in the times of the Re8olved, That this Convention recommend to the 
Declaration and the Constitution, that the existence of friend8 of Liberty in all those l!'ree States where any in
slavery in some of the States, was in derogation of the equality of rights and privileges exists on account of 
principles of American Liberty, and a deep stain upon color to employ their utmost energies to remove all such 
the character of the counbry, and the implied faith of the remn'ants aud eliects of the Slave system. 
States and the Nation was pledged, that slavery should Whereas, 'l'he Constitution of these United States is 
never be extended beyond its then existing limits, but a series of agreements, covenants, or contracts between 
should be gradually, and yet, at no di.:;ta11t day, wholly the people of the United States, each with all and all 
abolished by State authority. with each; and 

ResolJved, '!'hat the faith of the States and the Nation Whe1·eus, It is a principle of universal morality, that 
thus pledged, was most nobly redeemed by tile voluntary the moral laws of the Creator are paramount to all 
Abolition of Slavery in several of the States, and by the human Jaws ; 01", in the language of an Apostle, that 
adoption of the Ordinance of 1787, for the government "we ought to obey God rather than men;" and, 
of the Territory northwest of the river Ohio, then the only lVhe1·eas, 'l'!Je principle of common law-that any 
'l'erritory in the United States, and consequently the only contract, covenant, or agreement, to do an act deroga
territory subject in this respect to the control of Congress tory to natural right, is vitiated and annulled by its in
by which Ordinance Slavery was forever excluded from herent immorality-has been recognized by one of the 
the vast regions which now compose the States of Ohio, justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, who 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and the 'l'erritory of Wiscon- in a recent case expNssly holds that "any contract 
sin, and an incapacity to bear up any other than freemen, that. re5ts upon such a basis is void;" and, 
was impressed on the soil itself. JV hereas, 'l'he third clause of the second section of 

Resotvecl, '!'hat the faith of the States and Nation the fourth article of the Constitution of the United 
thus pledged, has been slrnmefully violated by the omis- States when coustrned as providing for the surrender of 
sion on the part of many of the States, to take any a Fugltive Slave, doe8 "rest upon such a basis,'' in that 
measures whatever for the Abolition of ::ilavery within it is a contract to rob a man of a natural right-namely, 
their respective limits; by the cont.inuance of Slavery his natural 'right to his own liberty; and is, therefore, 
in the District of Columbia, and in the 'l'erritories of absolutely void. '.l'herefore, 
Louisiana and Florida; by the Legislation of Congress; Re~olve,d, That \Ye hereby give it to be distinctly 
by the protection afforded by national legislation and understood by this nation and the world, that, as aboli
n~gotiation to slaveh?lding in American ves5els, on the tionists, considering that the strength of our cause lies 
lngh seas, employed m the coastwise Slave 'l'rnJ:Iic; and in its righteousness, and our hope for it in our conformity 
by the extension of slavery far beyond its original to the Jaws of God, and our respect for the HIGllTS 01! 
~imits, by a?ts of Congress, admitting new Slave States MAN, we owe it to the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, as 
mto the Umon. a proof of our allegiance to Him, in all our civil relations 

Resolved, 'l'hat the fundamental truths of the Declara- and offices, whether as private citizens or as public 
tion of Independence, that all men are endowed by their functionaries sworn to support the Constitution of the 
C1·eator with certain inalienable rights, among which are United ::itates, to regard and to treat the third clause or 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, was made the the fourth article of that instrument, whenever applied 
fundamental law of our National Government, by that to the case of a fugitive slave, as utterly null and void, 
amendment of the Constitution which declares that no and consequently as forming no part of the Constitution 
person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, of the United States, whent!ver we are called upon 01 
without due pr0cess of law. a worn to support it. 

~eso~vell, That we recognize as sound, the doctriD;e ResolJved, That the power given to Congress by the 
ma1.ntamed by slaveholding jurists, that slavery is Constitution, to provide for calling out the militia to 
against natural rights, and strictly local, and that its ex- suppress insurrection does not make it the duty of th11 
istence ai;id c_ontinuance rests on no oth~1· support than Government to maint~in Slavery by military force, much 
State Leg1slat1on, and not on any authority of Congress. less does it make it the duty of the citizens to form a 

Resolve<!, '~'hat the General GovernmP.nt has, under part of such military force. When freemen unsheath the 
the Constitution, no power to establish or continue sword it should be to strike for Liberty not for Dcspot-
Slavery anywhere, and therefore that all treaties and ism. ' 
acts o! Congress. es.tablishing, continuing or favoring ResolJved, That to preserve the peace of the citizen~, and 
l:llavery in the District of Columbia, in tho Territory of secure tile blessings of freedom, the Legislature of each 01 
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the Free States ought to keep In force suitable statutes I proposition. This appeal was also laid on the 
rendering it penal for any of its inhabitants to transport, , table 
or aid in transporting from such State, any person I · G . 
sought, to be thus transported, merely because subject I After en. Taylor bad been nommated, Mr. 
to the slave laws of any other State; t.his remnant of in- Charles Allen, of Massachusetts, offered the 
dependence being accorded to the Free States, by the followin". 
decision of the Supreme Court, in the case of Prigg v8. 0 • 

the State of Pennsyivania. Resol!ved, That the Whig Party, through its represen-
tatives here, agrees to abide by the nomination of Gen. 

wmG N.ATIO~.AL CO~VENTION, 1848. 

A Whig National Convention met at Phila
delphia, on the 7th of June, 1848, over which 
John M. Morehead, of North Carolina, presided. 
After a rather stormy session of three days, 
Gen. Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, was nomi
nated for President, and Millard Fillmore. of 
New-York, for Vice-President. Gen. Taylor 
was nominatea on the fourth ballot, as follows: 

BA.LLOTINGS. 

1st. 2d. 
Taylor ..... . ......... 111 118 
Clay . . ............... 97 86 
Scott . . . . . . . . .. .. . .... 43 49 
Webster . . .. . ..... . .. 22 22 
Clayton ...... ......... 4 4 
McLean. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 

Total. ...... . ..... 279 280 

3d. 
133 
74 
54 
l7 
1 

279 

4th. 
171 

32 
63 
13 

279 

Mr. Fillmore was nominated for Vice-Presi·· 
dent on the second baliot, by the following 
vote: 

BA.LLOTINGS. 
Jst. 2d . 

M. Fillmore . ..... .. .. , . . . . . . ......... 115 173 
Abbott Lawrence . .. . ..•...•.......... 109 83 
Scattering............ . . . . ........... 50 4 

Total ..• . ..•...............•...... 274 260 

Of the scattering vote cast on the first ballot, 
George Evans, of Maine, received 6; 'r. M. T. 
McKennen, of Pa., 13; .Andrew Stewart, of"Pa., 
14; and John Sergeant, of Pa., 6. 

The Convention adopted no Platform of 
Principles. .After it had been organized, and a 
resolution offered to go into a ballot for candi
dates for President and Vice-President, Mr. 
Lewis D. Campbell, of Ohio, moved to amend 
aR follows: 

Resolved, That no candidate shall be entitled to re
ceive the nomination of this Convention for President 
or Vice-President, unless he has given assurances that 
he will abide by and support the nomination; that if 
nominated he will accept the nomination; that he wil.I 
consider himself the candidate of the Whigs, and use 
all proper influence to bring into practical operation the 
principles and measures of the Whig Party. 

This resolution met with decided opposition, 
and the president ruled it out of order, from 
which decision Mr. Campbell appealed, and in a 
speech contended that it was strictly in order to 
define what sort of candidate should be voted 
for, and to declare that none but sound Whigs 
should receive · portant nominations at the 
hands of a Whig National Convention. The 
appeal was tabled. 

Mr. Fuller, of New York, offered the follow
ing: 

ReBol!ved, That as the first duty of the representatives 
of the Whig Party is to preserve the principles and in
tegrity of the party, the claims of no candidate can be 
considered by this Convention unless such candidate 
stands pledged to support, in good faith, the nominees 
and to be the exponent of Whig Principles. ' 

The president ruled this resolution out of 
order, and Mr. Fuller appealed, insisting that 
no true Whig could reasonably object to his 

Zachary Taylor, on condition that he will accept the 
nomination as the candidate of the Whig Party, and 
adhere to its great fundamental principles-no exten
sion of slave territory-no acquisition of foreign terri
tory by conquest-protection to American industry, and 
opposition to Executive usurpation. 

The president immediately decided the reso
lution out of order, and no further notice was 
taken of it 

After the nomination for Vice-President bad 
been made, Mr. McCullough, of New-Jersey, 
offered the following: 

Resol!ved, That Gen. Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, 
and Millard Fillmore, of New-York, be, and they are 
hereby unanimously nominated as the Whig candidates 
for President and Victi-President of the United States. 

Mr. D. R. Tilden, of Ohio, proposed the fol
lowing, expressing the opinion that some such 
declaration by the Convention would be neces
sary, in order to secure the vote of Ohio for 
the nominee : 

Resolved, That while all power is denied to Congress, 
under the Constitution, to control, or in any way inter
fere with the institution of Slavery within the several 
States of this Union, it nevertheless has the power and 
it is the duty of Congress to prohibit the introduction or 
existence of Slavery in any territory now possessed, or 
which may hereafter be acquired,by the United States. 

This resolution, like all others affirming Whig 
or .Anti-Slavery principles, was ruled out of 
order, and laid on the table. .A motion was 
made to divide Mr. McCullough 's resolve, so 
that the vote could be taken separat.ely on 
President and on Vice-President, when, after 
discussion, the resolve was withdrawn. 

Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, offered a resolve 
indorsing Gen. Taylor's letter to Captain Alli
son, which, meeting opposition, was withdrawn; 
so the Convention adjourned without passing 
any resolves having reference to Whig prin
ciples, the issues before the country, or of con
currence in the nominations. 

R.ATIFIC.ATION MEETING AT PHIL.A
DELPHI.A. 

On the evening of the last day of the session 
(9th June), a ratification meeting was held at 
Philadelphia, at which Gov. Wm. F. Johnston, 
of Pa., presided, and at which speeches were 
delivered by Governor Morehead, Gen. Leslie 
Coombs, of Ky., and several others, and at 
which the following resolves, reported by W. S. 
Price, of Pennsylvania, were adopted : 

1. Resol!ved, That the Whigs of the United States, 
here assembled by their Representatives, heartily ratify 
the nominations of Gen. Zachary Taylor as President, 
and l\1illard Fillmore as Vice-President of the United 
States, and pledge themselves to their support. 

2. Resol/ved, '.l.'hat in the choice of Gen. Taylor as the 
Whig Candidate for President, we are glad to discover 
sympathy with a great popular sentiment throughout the 
nation-a sentiment which, having its origin in admira
tion of great military success, has been strengthened by 
the development, in every action and every word, of 
sound conservative opinions, and of true fidelity to the 
great example of former days, and to the principles or 
the Constitution as administered by its founders. 

8. Resol/ved, That Gen. Taylor, in saying that, had he 
voted in 1844, he would have voted the Whig ticket, 
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gives us the assurance-and no better is needed from al l'lfay. Andrew Stevenson of Va., presided. 
consistent and truth-speaking man-that his heart was New-York had sent a double delegation:(" Barn· 
with us at the crisis of our political destiny, wher:i Hen.ry bu ners" for Van Buren and Hunkers for Dick
Clay was our candidate and when not only Whig prm· 1 r "d d d •t b th 
ciples were well defined and clearly asserted, but Whig inson ). The Convention dec1 e to a m1 o 
measures depended on success. The heart .that was deleO'ations which satisfied neither, and both 
with us then is wi~h us now, ~nd we h~ve a s~ld1er's word declined to' take part in the proceedings. The 
of honor, and a hfe of public and private virtue, as the h" d l d t d d G L ·s Cass 
security two-t ir ru e was a op e , an en. ew1 

4. Re~ohed, That we look on Gen. Taylor's adminis- was nominated for President on the 4th ballot 
tration of the Government as one conducive of Peace, as follows. [170 votes necessary to a choice.] 
Prosperity and Union. Of Peace-because no one bet- • · 
ter knows, or has greater rea~on to deplore, what he has l •t. 2r1. i~~S i~\ 
seen sadly on the field of victory, the horrors of war, Cass ... · ...•. ··• • ·••• 125 13: 

53 38 and especially of a foreign and aggressive war. Of Woodbury of N. H... 53 5 
Prosperity-now more than ever needed to relieve the Buchanan.... . . . . . . • 55 54 40 33 
nation from a burden of debt, and restore industry- Calhoun.. • . . . . . • . . • 9 
agricultural manufacturing and commercial - to its Dallas............... 3 3 

tJ~~~~~~~:~~~ ~eea~e!~~ f~n~!~fil~a~~~~o~~e;ecr~·po~~ ~u~~~~ -~f .Ky."."::::::: 6 5 5 ~ 
tion as a Southwestern man, reared on the banks of the The first ballot for Vice-President resulted as 
great stream whose tributaries, natural and artificial, 
embrace the whole Union, renders the protection of the follows: 
interests of the whole country his first trust, and whose William o. Butler ..•... 114 William R. King ....... 29 
varied duties in past life have been rendered, not on the John A. Quitman...... 74 James J. McKay .•.•.• 13 
soil, or under the flag of any State or section, but over John Y. Mason........ 24 Jefferson Davis........ 1 
~:t[;;~~e frontier, and under the broad banner of the No choice. Gen. Butler was unanimously nomi-

5. Resolved, That standing, as the Whig Party does, nated on the third ballot. 
on the broad and firm platform of the Constitution, The Convention adopted the following plat-
braced up by all its inviolable and sacred guarantees form : 
and compromises, and cherished in the affections 
because protective of the interests of the people, we are 
proud to have, as the exponent of our opinions, one who 
is pledged to construe it by the wise and genero.us rules 
which Washington applied to it, and who has said, (and 
no Whig desires any other assurance) that he will make 
Washington's Administration the model of his own. 

6. Re8ol!ved 'l'hat as Whigs and Americans, we are 
proud to ackn~wledge our gratitude for the great mili
tary services which, beginning at Palo Alto, and ending 
at Buena Vista, first awakened the American people to 
a just estimate of him who is now our Whig Candidate. 
In the discharge of a painful duty-for his march into 
the enemy's country was a reluctant one; in the com
mand of regulars at one time, and volunteers at another, 
and of both combined; in the decisive though punctual 
discipline of his camp, where all respected and beloved 
him· in the negotiation of terms for a dejected and 
desp'erate enemy; in the exigency of actual conflict, 
when the balance was perilously doubtful-we have 
found him the same-brave, distinguished and conside
rate, no heartless spectator of bloodshed, no trifler with 
human life or human happiness; and we do not know 
which to- admire most, his heroism in withstanding the 
assaults of the enemy in the most hopeless fields of 
Buena Vista-mourning in generous sorrow over the 
graves of Ringgold, of Clay, or of Hardin-or in giving 
in the beat of battle terms of merciful capitulation to a 
vanquished foe at Monterey, and not being ashamed to 
avow that he did it to spare women and children, help
less infancy, and more helpless age, against whom no 
American soldier ever wars. Such a military man, 
whose triumphs are neither remote nor doubtful, whose 
virtues these trials have tested, we are proud to make 
our Candidate. 

7. Reso/Jved, That in support of such a nomination we 
ask our Whig friends throughout the nation to unite, 
to co-operate zealously, resolutely, with earnestness in 
behalf of our Candidate, whom calumny cannot reach, 
and with respectful demeanor to our adversaries, whose 
Candidates have yet to prove their claims on the grati
tude of the nation. 

This election resulted in the choice of the 
Whig Candidates, as follows : 

Taylor and Fillmore-Vermont, 6; Massachusetts, 12; 
Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New-York, 86; New
Jersey 7 · Pennsylvania, 26; Delaware, 3; Maryland, 
8 · No;th Carolina, 11; Georgia, 10; Lousiana, 6; Ten
n~ssee 13 · Kentucky, 12; Florida, 3-163. 

Oas; and Butler-Maine, 9; New-Hampshire, 6; Vir
ginia 17 · South Carolina, 9; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 
6 ; Ohlo, '23; Indiana, 12 ; Illinois, 9 ; Missour~, 1 ; ~r
kansas, 8 ; Michigan, 5; Texas, 4 ; Iowa, 4: WJSconsm, 
4-127. 

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION, 1848. 

The Democratic National Convention for 
1848, assembled in Baltimore on the 22d of 

1. Resohed, That the American Democracy place 
their trust in the intelligence, the patriotism, and the 
discriminating justice of the American people. 

2. Reso/Jved, That we regard this as a distinctive f:a
ture of our political creed, which we are proud to m:im
tain before the world, as the great moral element m a 
form of government springing from and upheld by the 
popular will : and we contrast it with the creed and 
practice of federalism, under whatever name or form, 
which seeks to palsy the will of the constituent, and 
which conceives no imposture too monstrous for the 
popular credulity. 

8. Reso/Jved, '.l'herefore, that, entertaining these Yiews 
the Democratic party of this Union, through the delegates 
assembled in general convention of the States, coming 
together in a spirit of concord, of devotion to the doc
t rines and faith of a free representative government and 
appealing to their fellow-citizens for the rectitude of 
their intentions, renew and reassert before the American 
people, the declaration of principles avowed by them, 
on a former occasion, when in general convention, they 
presented their candidates for the popular suffrage. 

Then follow resolutions 1, 2, a, 4, of Platforms 
of 1840 and '44. The 5th resolution is that of 
1840 with an addition about providing for war 
debts, and as amended, reads as follows: 

Resolroed, That it is the duty of every branch of the 
government to enforce and practice the most rigid econ
omy in conducting our public affairs, and that no more 
revenue ought to be raised than is required to defray 
the necessary exp•mses of the government, and for the 
gradual but certain extinction of the debt created by 
the prosecution of a just and necessary war, after peace
ful relations shall have been restored. 

The next (Anti-National Bank and pro-Sub
Treasury) was amended by the addition of the 
following: 

And that the results of Democratic Legislation, in this 
and all other financial measures upon which issues have 
been made between the two political parties of the coun
try have demonstrated to candid d practical men of 
all' parties, their soundness, safety and utility in all 
business pursuits. 

Here follow resolutions 7, 8, 9, of the plat
form of 1840, which we omit. 

Resohed, That the proceed8 of the Public Lands ought 
to be sacredly applied to the National objects specified 
in the Constitution; and that we are opposed to any 
law for the distribution of such proceeds among the 
States as alike inexpedient in policy and repuguant to 
the Constitution. 

Re8ol!ved, That we are decidedly opposed to taking 
from the President the qualified veto power, by which he 
is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply 
sufficient to guard the public interests, to suspend the 
paisage of a bill whose merits cannot secure the a~ 
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proval of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Repre- · may solicit our surrender of that vigilance which is the 
sentatives until the judgment of the people can be only safeguard of liberty. 
obtained thereon, and which has saved the American Resol!ved, 'rhat the confidence of the Democracy of 
people from the corrupt and tyrannical domination of the Union, in the principles, capacity, firmness antl iu
the bank of the United States, and from a corrupting tegrity of James IC Polk, manifested by his nomination 
syst&m 6f general internal improvements. and election in 1844, has been signally justified by rite 

Resolved, that the war with Mexico, provoked on her strictnesS' of his adherence to sound Democnnic doc
part, by years of insult and injury, was commenced by trines, by the purity of pu1·pose, the enecgy and ability 
her army crossing the Rio Grande, attacking the Ameri- which have character;zed his administra•ion in all our 
can troops and invading our sister State of Texas, and affairs at home and abroad; that we tender to him Qur 
that upon all the principles of patriotism and the cordial congratulations upon the brilliaot tiuccess whkh 
Laws of Nations, it is a just and necess:1l'y war on our has hitherto crowned his patriotic efforts, and assure him 
part in which every American citizen should have shown in advance, that at the expiration of his Presidential 
himself on the side of his Country, and neither morally term he will carry with him to his reLirement, the esteem, 
nor physically, by w;ord or by deed, have given "aid respect, and a,dmiration of a graLeful country. 
and comfort to the enemy." Reso/;ved, 'l'hat this Convention l.iereby present to the 

Re.solved, That we would be rejoiced at the assurance people of the United States, Lewis Cass, of lllichigan, as 
of a peace with l\Iexico, founded on the just principles the candidate of the Democratic party for the otlice of 
of indemnity for the past and security for the future; but President, and William 0. Butler of Ky, for Yice-Presi
that while the ratification of the liberal treaty offered to dent of the U. S. 
l\Iexi?o remains.i~ dou~t, it is the duty.of the country ~o '1 he followinO' resolution was offered by .Mr 
sustam the admm1strat1on and to sustam the country w o • 
every measure necessary to provide for the vigorous Yancy, of Ala. 
prosecution of the war, should that treaty be rejected. Re.solveil, That the doctrine of non-interference with 

Resolved, 'rhat the officers and soldiers who have the rights of property of any portion of the people of this 
carried the arms of their count.ry into l\Iexico, have Confederacy, be it in the States or 'l'erritories thereof, 
crowned it with imperishable glory. '.!.'heir unconqner- by any other than the parties interested in them, is tb.e 
able courage, their daring enterprise, their unfaltering true Republican doctrine recognized by this body. 
perseverance and fortitude when assailed on all sides by 
innumerable foes and that more' formidable enemy-the 'l'bis resolutio1i was rejected: Yeas, 36; nays, 
diseases of the climate-exalt their devoted patriotism 2 Hi-the yeas l>eiug: lfeorgia, 9 ; :South Caro
into the highest heroism, and give them a right to the lina, 9; Alallauia, ~ ; Arkansas, 3; Florida, 3 ,·. 
profound gratitude of their country, and the admiration 
of the world. " Maryland, 1; l\:eutucky, 1. 

Resolved, That the Democratic National Convention 
of 30 States composing the American Republic tender 
their fraternal congratnlations to ti.le National Conven
tion of the Republic of France, now a.ssembled as the 
free-suffrage Representatives of the Sovereignty of thirty
five millions of Republicans to e~tablish government on 
those eternal principles of equal rights for which their 
Lafayette and our ·washington fought side by side in 
the struggle for our National Independence; and we 
would especially convey to them and to the whole peo
ple of France, our earnest wishes for the consolidation 
of their liberties, through the wisdom that shall guide their 
councils, on the basis of a Democratic Constitution, not 
derived from the grants or concessions of kings or 
dynasties, but originating from the only trne sow·ce of 
political power recognized in the States of this Union· 
the inherent and inalienable right of the people, in theil'. 
sovereign capacity, to make and to amend their forms 
of government in such ma.oner as the welfare of the 
community may require. 

Reso/;ved, '.!.'hat the recent development of this grand 
political trnth, of the sovereignty of the people and 
their capacity and power for self-government, which is 
prostrating thrones and erecting Republics on the ruins 
of despotism in the old world, we feel that a high and 
sacred duty is devolved, with increased responsibility 
upon the Democratic party of this country, as the party 
of the people, to sustain and advance among us Consti
tutional Liberty, Equality and J!'raternity, by continuing 
to resist all monopolies and exclusive legislation for the 
benefit of the few at the expense of the many, and by a 
vigilant and constant adherence to those principles and 
compromises of the Constitution which are broad enough 
and strong enough to embrace and upl.iold the Union as 
it was, the Union as it is, and the Union as it shall be in 
the full expansion of the energies and capacity of this 
great and progressive people. 

Rosolvetl, 'l'liat a copy of these resolutions be for
warded through the American J\linister at Paris, to the 
National Convention of the RepulJlic of J!'rance. 

Re8olved, That the fruits of the great political triumph 
of 1844, which elected James K. Polk and George lll. 
Dallas President and Vice-President of the United States, 
have fulfilled the hopes of the Democracy of the Union 
in defeating the declared purposes of their opnonents in 
cceating a National Bank, in preventing the corrupt and 
unconstitutional distribution of the Land Proceeds from 
the common treasury of the Union for local purposes, in 
protecting the Currency and Labor of the country from 
ruinous fluctuations; and guarding the money of the 
count.ry for the use of the people by the e,;tablishment 
of the Constitntional treasury; in the noble impulse 
given to the cause of Free '.l.'rade by the repeal of the 
tariff of 4Z, and the creation oJ the more equal, honest, 
and productive tariff of 1846; and that, in our opinion, 
it would 1rn a fatal error to weaken the bands of a politi
cal organization by which these great reforms have 
been achieved, and risk them in the hands of their 
known :l.d versaries, with whatever delusive appeals tl.iey 

~ 

FREE DEMOCRATIC CO~VE~TION, 1848. 
The Barnburuers of New York, who were 

disgusted with the proceedings of the National 
Convention which had nominated Cass and But
ler for President and Vice-President, met in 
Convention at Utica, on the 22d of June, 1848. 
Delegates were also present from Ohio, vViscon
sin and Massachusetts. Col. Samuel Young pre
sided over tbe deliberations of this Convention; 
and Martin Van Buren was nominated for Presi
dent, with Henry Dodge, of Wisconsin, for 
Vice-President. Gen. Dodge su~sequently de
clined. 

On the 9th of August following, a Conven
tion was held at Buffalo, which was attended by 
delegates from the States of .Maine, New-Hamp
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rliode Island, New-York, New-Jersey, Penns.vi· · 
vania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, Illinois, 
vVisconsin, Mici.Jigan, Indiana, lowa, and the 
District of Columbia. Charles Francis Adams, 
of Massachusetts, presided, and the Con vontion 
nominated Messrs. V a;n Buren and Adams as 
candidates for President and Vice-l'resident, 
and adopted the following Resolves, since 
known as 

Tl!E BUFFALO PLATFORM. 

JVhereas, W" !Jave assembled in Convention, as a . 
uniou of freeu1en, for the sake of freedom, forgetting 
all past pvltt1c:ul difl'aences in a common resoll'e tu 
maintain tl1e rigt1ls of free labor again3t the aggressi'Jns 
of the ~lave Power, am! to secure free soil Lo a free 
people. 

And Whereas, '.l.'he political Conventions recently as
sembled at llaltimore and Philadelpltiu, th e: one stiliiug 
the voice of a great constituency, emnled to lle heard in 
its deliberntion:;, and tbe other abandonrng its distiuctiv<l 
principles for mere availability, have db,olved the Na
tional party orgauizations heretofore existing, by nomi
nating for the Chief Magistracy of the Uni red States, un
cler the slavebolding dictatiou, cantlidates, neither of 
wnom can be supported by the opponents of Slavery Ex
ten:sion witl10ut a sacrifice of consts,ency, duty and self
respect ; 

And whereas, 'l'hP.se nominations so made, furnish the 
occasion anci demonstrate tlle necessity of L<1e union of 
Lile people under the banner of Free Democracy, in a sol·· 



18 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

emn and formal declaration of their independence of the j with foreign nations, or 'among the several States, are 
~luve power, uud of tneir fixed detenninution to rescue objects Oi uational cuncen~'- and that it is the duty of 
the Federal Government from its contl'Ol; j Congress, m Lhe exercise of its const1tut1onal powers, to 

Re<Jolved therefore, That we the people here assem- j provide therefor. 
bled, reme1n'bering the example ~f our father~, in the days Re~olved, That the free grant to actual settlers, in con 
of the fir.;t D~clar<ttiun or Iudepend ence, putting our trust I sideration of the expenses they incur in making settle
iu God (or the tnu1nph of our cause, ""d invoking his meuts Ill the wilderness, wh1el1 are usually fully eqmd to 
guidance iu our ende<Lvors to adnwce i1, do now pl<l.nt their «~tual cost, <tnd of the_ public l>enelits _resulting 
ourselves upou the Na1iu11al platform of PreeLlom in oppu- tl1erefru1u, of reasonable port1011s of the public 1'1-nd,, 
si1iun to tl1e sectiorrnl pl<t.Lfonn ofSl<l.very. unuer suirnble limitations, is a wise and just measure of 

Resolved 1'1tat Sl,1very in the sever,d States of this pllblic policy, which will promote in variou> ways the in
U111on wliicl1 reco.,.nize its existence depends upon State terests or all the 1:itates of this Union; aml we therefore 
laws alone, which

0

cannot be repealed or mo<litieLI by the recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Amt!rt• 
Pedernl Guvernmen1, and fur which l-1 ws tlmt govern- can people. 
rnent is not ni;ponsible. We therefore pr .. pose no inter- Re8otved, That the obligations of honor and patriot
ference l>y Congress Wllh Sl<1-very withi11 tuc litnits of <1-IlY ism require the earliest prncticable payment of the na
Stare. tioual debt, and we are therefore in favor of such a tariff 

Re;;olved, That the Provioo of J elf<.Jrson, to prohibit the of duties as will raise revenue aLlequate to defray the ne
t>xbte;ice of ::llavery after 180U, in all the'l\,rriturie8 of the cessary expenses of the Feueral Government, and to pay 
Ullited States, >::iouthern anLI Northern; the votes of six annual_ instalments of our debt, and the interest thereon 
State, and sixteen delegates, in tr1e Congress of 1784, for Resolved, 'l'hat we inscribe on our own banner," J!'ree 
the l't·uv1so, to three States a11LI ;even uelegate3 ag<l.<nst Soil, J<'ree Speech, l<'ree Labur, and Pree l\Ien,'' and unuer 
it; t,he actual exclusion of Sla very from tl1e NJrtl!lvest- it we will fight on, anLI fight ever, until a triumphaut v1c
ern l'erritory, by the Ordinauce of 17:>7, unanirnously tory Sh<l.ll rewarLI our exertions. 
adopteLI by the States in Cougress; anLI the entire history 
or tltat period, clearly 8how that it was the seLtled policy 
of tl1e N;Ltion not to exte11d, nationalize or encourage, but 
to inn it, localize and Lliscournge SliL Very; and LO this pol· 
icy, wnich should nevd· have been LlepaneJ frolll, tlte 
Guvern11rent ought to return. 

Resolved, Thut our fathers ordained the Constitntion 
of rne United ::ltates, in oruer, arnong other great national 
objects, to eotablish justice, prumot" the gen eral welfare, 
arul 'ecure the blessings o , liberty; but expressly denieLI 
to tlie l!'.,der<l.l Govorrnuent, whi<:n they created, all con
stnutional power to deµnve any person of life, liberty, 
or propel'ty, without Uue legal process. 

R<lllolL•ed, 'l'bat in the judg111ent of this Convention, 
Congte>s has no more power to make u Slave than to make 
a King; no more powt)r to institute or estal>lish Slavery 
than to institute or establisl1 a ilionat·chy: no such power 
cau lJe fuunu among those sµecifically conferred by the 
Cu11st1rut1on, or derived by just i1n!llication from them. 

Resolvad, 'l'lrnt it is tJ1e duty of the lleueral Govern
ment to relieve itself from ali r"sponsibili1y fo1· the exist
eu~e or continuance of slavery wherever the government 
possesses co ,1stitutional authority to legislate on tllat 
oufJje<:r , '1.ll<l it is thus re,ponsible for its existence. 

l~d~otved, 'l' rrnt tile true, and in the juug1:;ent of this 
Cuuventtun, the only snfo means of preventing the ex
teusiun of ::llavery i1Jto Territory now Free, is to prohibit 
its exte"~ion iu all such Territory by au act of Congress. 

Re8oboed, That we accept the issue which the i:llave 
power h<l.s forced upon us; and to their demand lor more 
81'1-Ve St1ttes, and ruur.e i:llave Territory, onr calm but final 
an:;wer is, no more Slave :>tates >LnLI no rnore i:llave 'l'er
ritory. Let the soil of our extensive domains b~ kept 
free for the liaruy pioneers of our own l:wd, and the op
p1·essed anLI banishP.d of othet· lirnds, seeking homes of 
cu111fort anLI fielus of enterpr"e in the new wurlJ. 

Resolved, 'l'bat the bill lately reported by the committee 
of e1gllt in the Senate of the Uni~eLI States, was no com
pro1nrse, l>ut an alisolute surrender or the rights of the 
N on-~laveho!Ller·s of ,i11 tr1e >::itate.,; and while we rejoice 
to know that a me<l.sure which, while opeuiog the door for 
the introductiou of Slavtry into 'l'erntones now free, 
woulLI ai:;o have openeLI Lile Lloor to litigation aJJd strife 
amoug tile future inhal>itants thereuf, Lo 1he ruin or theiJ: 
peace anLI prosperity, was Llefe<l.teLI in the House of Repre
sentative:), ltd passage, in iloi. haste, IJy a. majori~y, embrac
ing •evernl se1mtors who voted iu open violation of the 
kuuwn will of their cou:;titueuts, sl1ould warn the people 
to see to tt, that their representatives be not sutiered tu 
bet my them. 'l'here must be no more Uompromises witt. 
Slavery; if made they must lie repealed. 

R e8olived, 'l'tHJ.t we de1nand freeuom aud established 
insttt.uuons for our brethren 111 Oregou, now exposed to 
lrnrdships, peril and massacre IJy 1he re~kless hostility of 
tile .Slave Power to the est<l.b,bl11nent of l<'ree Government 
fur ~·ree 'l'erritones; arid not ouly for them, but for our 
uew bretliren in C"lifurnia anLI :'\ew-~lexico. 

Redoived, It i> due 11ot only tu tin~ uc1:usion, but to the 
whole peo!Jle of the UniteLI States, th<l.t we ohoulLI also 
declare our:;dves on cerL<l.in other questions of National 
P o11cy: tt1erefore, 

Ri;;;olved, That we demand Cheap Postage for the Peo
ple; a retrenchment of the expen:;es anti patrou<l.ge of 
t11e Feueral Guvernu1ent; the abolition of all uuueces
Bdry uilices a n<l saLuies; and the electivn by the people 
of all civil officers in the service of the governwent, so 
far"" the sa111e uiay he prnct1c<Lble. 

Re8obved, Tinn l{rver and H:tl'bor improvements, when 
Lle1uauc1<::u by th" S<l.kLy and conveniem:e of cowmerce 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1852. 

This body assembled at Baltimore on the 16th 
of June, and chose Gen. John G. Chapman, of 
Md., as presiding officer, and, after an exciting 
session of six days, nominated Gen. \Vinfield 
Scott as President, on the 53d ballot, as follows: 

"' :Si 
~ 
;:Q 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 

di • a) s,; 

., J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
l f,. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

131 133 29 28. 134 128 30 
133 131 29 29. 13-! 128 30 
133 131 29 30. 134 128 29 
134 130 29 31. 134 128 30 
130 133 30 32. 13-! 128 30 
133 131 29 33. 134 128 29 
131 133 28 3-t 184 126 28 
133 131 28 35. 134 12S 28 
133 13:3 29 36. 136 127 28 
135 130 29 37. 133 128 28 
13-! 181 28 38. 136 127 29 
134 130 28 39. 13.t 12 30 
13-! 130 28 40. 132 129 32 
133 130 29 41. 132 129 32 
133 mo 29 42. 134 1::i3 30 
1:35 129 28 43. 134 128 30 
132 131 29 44. 133 129 30 
132 131 28 45. 133 127 32 
132 131 29 46. 184 127 31 
132 131 29 47. 135 129 29 
133 131 28 48. 137 124 30 
132 130 30 49. 139 122 30 
132 130 30 50. 142 J 22 28 
133 129 30 51. 142 1 ~o 29 
133 128 31 52. 146 119 27 
ls.! 128 30 53. 159 112 21 
134 128 3U Necessary to choose-147. 

William A. Graham, of Nor th Carolina, wn.s 
nominated for Vice-President on the second 
ballot. 

The Convention adopted the following 

PLATFORM: 

The Whigs of the United States, in Convention assem
bled, adhermg to the great conservative principles l>y 
which they are controled and governed, and now as ever 
relying upon the intelligence of the American people, 
with au abiding confidence in their capacity for self-go1' 
ernment, and their devotion to the ~onstituLion anti the 
Union, do procl<tim the following as the political senti
ments and determination for the establbbrnent anLI 
maintenance of which their national organizaLion a~ a 
party was effected. 

J/i!'l;t. The government of the United States is of a 
limited charncter and it is confined to the exercise of 
powers expressly 'grauted by the Constitution, anLI such 
a.~ may be necessary and pi-op er for carrying the granted 
powers into full execution, and tlrnt powers not grnnted 
or necessat·ily implied are reserved to the SLatcs respec
tively and to the people. 

St:-.;ond. 'l 'he St<l.te ltovernments should be held securo 
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to their reserved rights, and the General Government I NAYS-M~ine, 4; . Connectic.ut, 1 _; N~w-Yoyk, 22 i. 
sustained on its constitutional powers, and that the Pe_nn~ylvan1a, 6 i Ohio, 15; _Wisc_onsm,} , Indiana, 6, 
Union should be revered and watched over as the palla- j lllinois, 5; Michigan, 6; Callforma, 4-10. 
dium of our liberties. I , 

Tliit'd. That while struggling fre~d.om everywhe~·e GEN. SCOTT 3 ACCEPTANCE. 
enlists the warmest sympathy of the \\ hig party, we still 
adhere to the doctrines of the Father of his Country, as 
announced in his Farewell Address, of keeping ourselves 
free from all entangling alliances with foreign countries, 
and of never quitting our own to star;d upon foreign 
ground; that our mission as a republic 1s not to. propa
gate our opinions, or impo~e on ather countnes our 
forms of government, by artifice or force; but ~o teach 
by example, and show by our success, moderation and 
justice, the blessings of self-government, and the advan
tage of free institutions. 

.Fourth. 1'hat as the people make and control the 
Government, th~y should obey its constitution, laws an,il 
treaties as they would retain their self-respect, and ~he 
respect which they claim and will enforce from foreign 
powers. . . 

Fifth. Government should be conducted O? prmc1ples 
of the strictest economy; and revenue suffi?ient for. the 
expenses thereof, in time, ought to he_ derived mamly 
from a duty on imports, and not from direct taxes ; and 
on iaying such duties sound policy requires a just dis
crimination, and, when practicable, by specific duties, 
whereby suitable encouragement may be afforded to 
American industry equally to all classes and to all por
tions of the country · an economical administration of 
the Government in t

1

ime of peace, ought to be derived 
from dL1ties on i'mports, and not from direct. taxati?n; 
anrt in laying such d'1ties, sound policy reqmres a JUSt 
discrimination, whereby suitable encoutagement may be 
affot·ded to American industry, equally to all classes, and 
to all parts of the country. 

Siwtli. 'l'he Constitution vests in Congress the power 
to open and repair harbors, and remove obstructions 
from navigable rivers, whenever such improvements are 
necessary for the common defense, and for the protec
tion and facility of commercP- with foreign nations, or 
among the States-said impro\•ements being in every 
instance national and general in their character. 

Seventh. 'l'he Federal and State Governments are parts 
of one system, alike necessary for the common prosp_er
ity, peace and security, and ought to be regarded allke 
with a cordial habitual and immovable att.achment. 
Respect for the' authority of erLch, and acquiescence in 
the just constitutional measure• of each, are duties 
required by the plainest considerations of National, 
State and individual welfare. 

Eighth. 1'hat the series of acts of the 32d Congress, the 
Act known as the Fugitive Slave law included, are 
received and acquiesced in by the Whig part.y of the 
United States as a settlement in principle and substance 
of the dangerous and exciting questions which they 
embrace; and, so for as they are concerned, we will 
maintain them, and insist upon their strict enforcement, 
until time and experience shall demonstrnte the neces
sity of further legislation to guard against the evasion of 
the laws on the one hand and the abuse of their powers 
on the other-not impairing their present efficiency; and 
we deprecate all further agitation of the question thus 
settled, as dangerous to our peace, and will discounte· 
nance all efforts to continue or renew such itgitation, 
whenever, wherever, or ho1vever the attempt may be 
made; and we will maintain this system as e3sential to 
the nationality of the Whig party, and the integrity of 
the Union. 

The above propositions were unanimously 
adopted with the exception of the last, which 
was carried by a vote of 212 to 70: the dele· 
gates who voted against it being supporters of 
Scott as against Fillmore and \V cb.ster in the 
ballotings above given. 

The vote by States, on 
resolution, was as follows: 

this (Compromise) 

YEAS-Maine 4· New-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts '3 ·' Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 4; 
New-York l l; N~w-Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 21; Dela· 
ware, 3; ·~faryland, 8; Vil"ginia, 14; North Carolin.a, 
10; South Carolina, 8; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9; Mis
sissippi, 7; Louisiana, 6; Ohio, 8; K~ntuck_Y, 12; 'l'en
nessee, 12; Indiana, 7; Illinois, 6; llli.ssonn, 9; Arkan
sas, 4; Florida, 3 ; Iowa, 1; Wisconsm, 4 ; Texas, 4 ; 
-212. 

Gen. Scott accepted the nomination and Plat
form in the following letter. 

w A SHINGTON' June 24th, 1852. 
Sm: I have had the honor to receive from your hantls 

the official notice of my unanimous nomination as the 
Whi~ eandidate for the office of President of the United 
Stat~s to"ether with a copy of the resolutions passed by 
the cdnv~ntion, expressing their opinions upon some of 
the most prominent questions of national policy. . . 

'l'his great distinction, conferred by a nu".1-ernm, mtelh
gent and patriotic bod,v, represent111g millions of ~y 
countrymen, sinks deep mto my heart; and remembermg 
the very eminent names which were before the Conven
tion in amicable competition with my own, I am made to 
feel, oppressively, the weight of responsibility belonging 
to my new position. Not having written a word t? pro
cure this distinction, I lost not a moment after it had 
been conferred in addressing a letter to one of your mem
bers to si<rnify what would be, at the proper t.ime, the 
substance o

0

f my reply to the Convention: and I now have 
the honor to repeat. in a more formal manner, as the occa
sion justly demands, that I accept the nomination with Lhe 
re8olutions annexed. The political principles and meas
ures laid down in those resolutions are so broad that but 
little is left for me to acld. I therefore barely suggest in 
this place, that should I, by the partiality of my country. 
men, be eleva.ted to the Chief Magistracy of the Union, I 
shall be re,.dy, in my connection with Congress, to re
commend or approve of measures in regard to the man· 
agement of the public domain, so as to secure an early 
settlement of the same, favorable t.o actual settlers, but 
consistent, nevertheless, with a due regard to the equal 
ri"hts of the whole American people in that vast national 
inheritance; and also to recommend or approve of a sin· 
gle alt.era ti on in our naturalization Jaws, suggested by my 
military experience, viz : Giving to all foreigners the 
ri<rht ot" citizenship, who shall faithfully serve, in t.ime of 
w~r, one year on board of our public ships, or _in our 
land forces re"ular or voluntee1·, on their receiv111g an 
honorable d

1

ischarge from the service. In reg>ird to the 
g-eoeral policy of the administration, if elected, I should, 
of course, look among those who may approve that poli
cy for the agents to carry it int.a execution; and I should 
seek to cult.ivate harmony and fraternal sentirn~nts 
throughout the Whig party, without attempting to re
duce its members, by proscription, to exact uniformity to 
my own views. 

But I should at the same time be rigorous in regard to 
qualifications for office, retaining and appointing no one 
either deficient in capacity or integrity, or in devotion to 
liberty, to the Constitution and the Union. Convinced 
that harmony or goort will between the dilierent quarters 
of our broad count.ry is essential to the present and the 
future interests of the Republic, and with a devotion to 
those interest~ that can know no South and no North, I 
should neither countenance nur tolerate any sedition, dis· 
order, faction or re;istance to t.he la1v or the Union on 
any pretext, in any part of Lhe_ land, ai;id I should _carry 
into the civil art ministration this one pnnc1ple of miiltary 
conduct-obedience to the legislative and judicial de
partments of government, each in i'.s constitutional 
sphere, saving only in 1·espect to the Legislature, the pos· 
sible resort to the veto power, always to be most cau
tiously exercised, and under the strictest restraint.s and 
necessities. 

Finally, for my strict adhP,rence to the principles of the 
Whig party, as expressed in tl1e resolutions of the Con
vention, and herein suggested, with a sincere and earnest 
purpose to advance the greatness and happiness of the 
Republic, and thus to cherish and encourage the cause of 
constitutional liberty throughout the world, avoiding 
every act and thought that might involve our cour;try in 
an unjust or unnecessary war, or impair the faith of 
trnaties, and discounten<Lt!Cing all political agitations in· 
j urious to the interests of society and dang~rous to the 
Union I can offer no other pledge or guarantee than the 
kn0w1; incidents of a loog public life, now. undergoing the 
severest examination :Feeling myself highly fortunate 
in my associate on the ticket, and wiLh a lively sense of 
my obligations to the Convention, and. to :!'.our _personal 
courtesies, I have the honor to rerna111, SU", with grea' 
esteem your most obedient servant, 

' WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To TioN. J. G. CHAPl!AN, Presil:Z,,nt of the WMg Na· 
Uonal Convention. 
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DEMOCRA.TIC CONVENTION-1852. I of the people, and calculated to place the business of the 
. country within the control of a concentrated money 

This Co:n-ention assembled at Baltimore on\ power, and that abov~ the laws a.nd th~ w1l~ of t~e p~ople; 

tl l 't f" J J ol W Davis of ] ndiana and that the results 01 Democrauc le~1sl~t10n, in tlus and 
le . " O une, 1n . · 1 ' I all other financial measures, upon which ISsues have been 

presided, and the two-thirds rule was ~dopted. made between the two political parties oft.he country have 
Gen. Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire, was demonstrnted to candid and practical men of all, parties, 

· t d f President on the 49th ballot as their soundness, safety, and utihty, in all business pursuits. 
nomma e or ' Resoltved, That the separation of the moneys of the 
follows : Government from Banking Institutions, is indispensable 

d d for the safety of the funds of the Government, and the 
g gi ..; d :;; ,,; rights of the people. 

Ballots. '° ~ 1f t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Jetfe~~~~f~'th~h~~ci~~a~:~~r~~ fu~~~~~l~:n~~bao~le~a~!. 
8 ~ ~ ~ ~ P:l A ~ A p:; tioned in the Constitution, which makes ours the land o! 

1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
T. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
rn. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
rn. 
20. 
21. 
2Z. 
23. 
~ -t 
25. 
26. 
27. 
2'<. 
29. 
31J. 
31. 
32. 
3:3. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
4<J. 
41. 
42. 
4;.J. 
44. 
45. 
41). 
47. 
41:>. 
4:.J. 

Tbe 

116 93 20 27 I! 8 3 13 1 liberty, and the asylum Of the oppressed of every nation, 
118 95 23 27 1 G 3 13 1 have ever been cardinal principles in the Democratic 
119 94 21 26 1 7 3 13 1 faith; and !!:Very attempt to abridge the privilege of be-
115 89 31 25 1 7 3 13 1 coming citizens and the owners of soil among us, ought 
lU 88 34 26 1 8 3 13 1 to \Je resisted with the same spirit which swept the alien 
114 SS 34 26 1 8 3 13 1 and sedition laws from our statute book. 
113 SS 34 26 1 9 3 13 1 Resoltvea, 'l.'hat Congress has no power under the Con· 
113 88 34 26 1 9 3 13 1 stitution to interfere with, or control the domestic insti· 
112 87 39 27 1 8 13 1 tutions of the several States, and that such States are the 
111 86 40 27 1 8 14 1 sole and proper judges of everything appert.ainiug to 
101 87 51) 27 1 8 13 1 thelr own affairs, and prohibited by the Constitution; 

98 88 51 27 1 9 13 l that all efforts of the Abolitionists or others, made to 
98 88 bl 26 1 10 13 1 induce Congress to interfere with questions of Slavery, 
99 87 51 26 1 10 13 1 or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calcu· 
99 87 51 26 1 10 13 1 lated to lead to the most alarming and dangerous conse-
99 87 51 26 1 ltl 13 1 quences; and that all such efforts have an inevitable 
99 87 50 26 1 11 1'3 1 tendency to diminish the happiness of the people, and 
96 85 56 25 1 11 13 1 endanger the stability and permanency of the Union, and 
89 85 6:3 26 1 10 J3 1 ought not to be countenanced by any friend of our politi-
81 92 64 26 1 10 13 1 cal institutions. 
60 1112 64 26 13 9 13 1 Resoltved, That the foregoing proposition covers, and is 
53 104 77 26 15 9 lH 1 intended to embrace, the whole subject of Slavery agita-
37 103 78 26 19 11 13 1 tion in Congress ; and therefore, the Democratic party of 
33 103 80 26 23 9 1:l 1 the Union, standing on this National Platform, will abide 
34 101 81 26 24 9 13 1 by, and adhere to, a faithful execution of the acts known 
33 101 80 26 24' 10 13 1 as the Compromise measures settled by the last Congress 
32 98 85 26 24 9 J3 1 -the act for reclaiming fugitives froin service or labor 
2'l 96 88 26 25 11 1:3 1 included ; which act, being designed to carry out an 
27 93 91 26 25 12 13 1 express provision of the Constitution, cannot with fidelity 
33 91 92 26 20 12 13 1 thereto be repeale<l, nor so changed as to destroy or im-
64 79 92 26 16 10 1 pair its efficiency. 
98 74 80 26 1 8 1 Resolved, 'rhat the Democratic party will resist all 

123 72 60 25 2 6 1 attempts at renewing in Congress, or out of it, the agita-
180 49 53 23 1 5 16 tion of the Slavery question, under whatever shape or 
131 39 52 44 1 5 1 15 color t)le attempt may be made. 
122 28 4:3 5S 1 5 1 30 
1211 28 37 71) 1 5 1 29 
107 28 33 84 1 5 1 29 
106 2'3 33 85 1 5 1 29 
106 27 33 85 1 5 1 29 
107 27 33 85 1 5 1 29 
101 27 33 91 1 5 1 119 
101 27 33 91 1 5 1 29 
101 27 33 91 1 5 1 29 

96 27 32 97 1 5 1 29 
78 28 32 97 1 5 1 44 
75 28 33 95 1 5 1 49 
73 2:l 33 90 1 6 1 55 

2 2 2 282 

first vote for Vice-President was as fol-

[Here follow the Resolutions of 1848, against 
the distribution of the proceeds of the Public 
Land Sales, and against the abridgment of the 
veto power of the President.] 

Reso"f;ve(f,, That the Democratic party will faithfully 
abide by and uphold the principles laid down in the 
Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of 1792 and 1798, and 
in the report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature 
in 1799; that it adopts those principle~ as constituting 
one of the main foundations of its political creed, and is 
resolved to carry them out in their obyious meaning and 
import. 

lows: 
Resoltve(f,, That the war with l\Iexico, upon all the 

principles of patriotism and the law of nations, was a 
just and necessary war on our part, in which no Ameri· 
can citizen should have shown himself opposed to his 
country, and neither morally nor physically, by word or 
deed, given aid an<l comfort to the enemy. 

Wm. R. King, of Ala ... 126 Wm. 0. Butler, of Ky ..• 27 
G. J. Pillow, of Tenn... 25 Robt. Strange, ofN. C ... 23 
D.R. Atchison, of l\Io.. 25 S. U. Downs, of La .•.. 30 
T .. J. Ru9k, of 'l'exas,.. 12 J. B. Weller, of Cal .•.• 28 
Jeff. Davis, of l\Iiss..... 2 Ilowell Cobb, of Ga.... 2 

Wm. R. King, of Alabama, was unanimously 
nomllutted on the second ballot. 

THE PLATFORM. 

The Pbtform was made up of resolves. Ilere 
follow 1, 2, and 3, of that of 1848, with 1, 2, 3, 
and 4- of that of 184-0, (See them heretofore), to 
which were added the following: 

Re8oltve(f,, That it is the duty of every branch of the 
Government to enforce and prnctice the most rigid 
economy in conducting our public affairs, and that no 
more revenue ought to be rai:;e<l than is required to 
<lefray the necessary expenses of the Government, and 
for the gradu>il but certain extinction of the public debt. 

Resoltved, 'rhat Congress has no power to charter a 
Natiurrnl Bank; that we believe such an institution one 
of deadly hostility to ttte best interests of the country, 
dang~rous to onr republican institutions ancl the liberties 

Resoltved, That we rejoice at the restoration of friendly 
relations with our sister Republic of Mexico, and earnest
ly desire for her all the blessings and prosperity which 
we enjoy under Republican Institutions, and we con
gratulate the American people on the results of that war, 
which have so manifestly justified the policy and conduct 
of the Democratic party, and insured to the United States 
indemnity for the past, and security for the future. 

Reso"l!ve(f,, That, in view of the condition of popular 
institutions in the old world, a. high and sacred duty is 
devolved with increased responsibility upon the Demo
cracy of this country, as the party of the people, to up
hold and maintain the rights of every State, and thereby 
the Union of States, and to sustain and advance among 
them constitutional liberty, by continuing to resist all 
monopolies and exclusive legislation lor the benefit of the 
few at the expense of the many, and by a vigilant and 
constant a!lherence to those principles and compromises 
of the CONSTI'rU'rlON, which are broad enough and 
strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as it is, 
and the Union as it should be, in the full expansion of 
the energies and capacity of this great and progressive 
people. 
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FREE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION-1852. j 10. That no permane11t settlement of the Slavery 
, . . S . _ . question can be looked for except in the practical re-

'I he Free- 01! Democracy held a 1\ at1onal I cognition of the truth that Slavery is sectional and Free
Convention at Pittsburgh, on the 11th Aurrust I dom national; by the total separation of the General 
1852 Henry 'Wilson of Mass. prcsidirw. 

0 All. Government from ~\ave9•-, and the exercise. of its Jegiti-

h 
-,,',, S , , ' , ' . . 0 • mate and const1tut1onal influence on the side of Free-

t e "'1 ee ta~es ~'~I e 1 ~presented, toi;ether with dom; and by leaving to the States the whole subject of 
Delaware, V1rg1111a, Kentucky and Maryland. Slavery and the extradition of fugitives from service. 
John P. llale, of N. H., was nominated for Presi- ~1. 'fhat all men have a natural right to a portion of the 

d t 
't'· G W J i· f I a· f' v· s_011; and. that as the use of the soil is indispensable to 

en .' v. 1 u eo. · u 1an? o n iana, or \ ice- life, the right of all men to the soil is as sacred as their 
President. The Convention adopted the fol- right to life itself. 
lowing: 12. '!'hat the Public Lands of the United States belong 

PL..\.TFORM:: 

Having assembled in National Convention as the De
mocracy of the United States, united by a common 
resolve to maintain right against wrong, and Freedom 
against Slavery : confiding in the intelligence patriot
ism, and discriminating justice of the America~ people 
putting our trust in God for the triumph of our cause' 
and invoking his guidance in our endeavors to advanc~ 
it, we now submit to the candid judgment of all men 
the fol19wing declaration of principles and measures: 

1. That governments, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed, are instituted amono- men 
to secure to all those inalienable rights of life llberty 
and the pursuit of happiness with which they ar~ 
endowed by their Creator, and of which none can be 
deprived by valid legislation, except for crime. 

2. That the true mission of American Democracy is to 
maintain the Liberties of the People, the Sovereignty of 
the States, and the perpetuity of the Union by the im
partial application to public affairs, witho~t sectional 
discriminations of the fundamental principles of hu
man rights, strict justice and an economical administra
t.ion. 

3. That the Federal Government is one of limited 
powers, derived solely from the Constitution, and the 
grants of power therein ought to be strictly construed by 
all the departments and agents of the Government and 
it is inexpedient and dangerous to exercise doubtful con
stitutional powers. 

4. 'l'hat the Constitution of the United States, ordained 
to form a more perfect Union, to establish Justice and 
secure the blessings of Liberty, expressly denies to the 
General Government all power to deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property without due process of law· and 
therefore, the Government having no more pO\~er t~ 
make a slave than to make a king, and no more power 
to establish Slavery than to establish a Monarchy 
s~~uld at once p;·oceed to relieve itself from all respon'. 
~nbtllt,l' fo;· the existence of Slavery, wherever it possesses 
const1tut1onal power to legislate for it.s extinction. 

5. 'l'hat, to the persevering and importunate demands 
of the Slave power for more Slave States new ~lave 
'l'enitories and the nationalization of Slav~ry our dis
tinct and final answer is-no more Slave States no 
Slave 'l'erritory, no nationalized Slavery and no nati~nal 
Legislation for the extradition of t'laves'. 

6. 'l'hat Slavery is a sin against God and a crime 
agains~ man, which no human enactment' nor usage can 
~ake nght; and that Chl'ist!anity, humanity, arid patriot
ism altke <lemand its abolil10n. 

7. That the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 is repugnant 
to the Constitution, to the principles of th~ common law 
to the spirit of Christianity, and to the sentiments of 
the civilized world. We therefore deny its binding force 
upon the American people, and demand its imrneuiate 
and total repeal. 

8. 'l'hat the_ doctrine that any human Jaw is a finality, 
and not subJect to modification or repeal is not in 
accordance with the creed of the founders of o~r Govern
ment, :ind is dangerous to the liberties of the people. 

_9. 'l'hat the Acts of Congress, known as the Cornpro
mcse Measures of 1850, by making the admission of a 
sovereign State contingent upon the adoption of other 
measures demanded by the special interest of Slavery · 
by their omission to guarantee freedom In the free 'l'erri '. 
tor'es; by their attempt to impose un0onstitutional 
J:mitations on the power of Congress and the people-to 
admit new States ; by t.heir provisions for the assump
tion of five millions of the State debt of Texas and for 
the payment of five millions more, and the ces 'ion of a 
~arge territory to the same State under menace, as an 
rnducement to the relinquishment of a groundless claim 
and by their invasion of the sovereignty of the State~ 
and the liberties of the people through t.11e enactment 
~f an unjust, oppressive, and unconstitutional Fugitive 
Slave Law, are proved to be inconsistent with all the 
princ;ples and maxims of Democracy, and wholly inade
quate to the settlement of the questions of which they 
an~ claimed to be an adjustment. 

to the People, and should not be sold to individual; nor 
granted to corporations, but should be held as a sacred 
trust for the benefit of the people, and should be granted 
in limited quantities, free of cost, to landless settlers. 

lS. 'l'hat a due regard for the Federal Constitution 
a sound administrative policy, demand that the fund~ 
of the General Government be kP.pt separate from Bank
ing institutions; that inland and ocean postage should be 
reduced to the lowest possible point; that no more revenue 
should be raised than is required to defray the strictly 
necessary expenses of the public service and to pay ot:r 
the public Debt; and that the power and patronage of the 
Government should be diminished, by the abolition of all 
unne_cessary offices, salaries, and prh·ileges, and by the 
elect10n, by the people, of all civil officers in the service 
of the United States, so far as may be consistent with 
the prompt and efficient transaction of the public busi
ness. 

1-!. That River and Harbor Improvements, when neces
sary tCT the safety and convenience of commerce with 
foreign nations, or among the several States, are objectH 
of national concern ; and it is the duty of Congress, in 
the exercise of its constitutional powers, to provide for 
the same. 

15. 'l'hat emigrants and exiles from the old world 
should find a cordial welcome to homes of comfort and 
field:> of enterprise in the new; and every attempt to 
abridge their privilege of becoming citizens and owners 
of the soil among us, ought to be resisted with inflexible 
determination. 

16. '!'hat every nation has a clear right to alter or 
change its own government, and to administer its own 
concerns in such manner as may best secure the rights 
and promote the happiness of the people; and foreign 
interference with that right is a dangerous violation of 
the law of nations, against which all independent govern
ments should protest, and endeavor by all proper means 
to prevent; and especially is it the duty of the AmerJ
can Governmen~, representing the Chief Republic of 
the world, to protest against, and by all proper means 
to prevent the intervention of kings and emperors against 
Nations seeking to establish for themselves Republican· 
or constitutional governments. 

17. 'l'hat the Independence of IIayti ought to be 
recognized by our Government, and our commercial 
relations w~th it placed on the footing of the most 
fa vo1:ed nat10ns. 

18. '!'hat as by the Constitution, "the citizens of each 
State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immuni
ties of citizens in the several States," the practice of 
imprisoning colored seamen of other States, while the 
vessels to which they belong lie in port, and refusing 
the exercise of the right to bring such cases before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, to test the legality 
of such proceedibgs, is a flagrant violation of the Con
stitution, and an invasion of the rights of the citizens 
of other States utterly inconsistent with the professions 
made by the slaveholdera, that they wish the provisions 
of the Constitution faithfully observed by every State 
in the Union. 

19. That we recommend the introduction into all trea
ties hereafter to be negotiated between the United States 
and foreign nations, of some provision for the amicable 
settlement of difficulties by tL resort to decisive arbi
trations. 

20. '!'hat the Free Democratic Party is not organized 
to aid either the Whig or Democratic wing of the great 
Slave Compromise party of the nation, but to defeat them 
both ; and that repudiating and renouncing both, as 
hopelessly corrupt, and utterly unworthy of confidence, 
the purpose of the Free Democracy is to take possession 
of the Federal Government, and administer it for the 
better protection of the rights and interests of the whole 
people. 

2l. That we inscribe on our banner, Free Soil, Free 
Speech, Free Laboe and Free ~Ien, and undet· it will 
fight on and fight ever until a triulllphant victory shall 
reward our exertions. 

22. 'fhat upon this Plat form the Convention presents 
to the American people as a candi<late for the office of 
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President of the "t;nited States, JOHN P. H.ALE, of New-1 person should be deprived. of life, liberty or prope~ty 
Hampshire, and as a candidate for the office of Vice- without due ~r?cess of law, it !Jec?mes o1:1r duty to mam
President of the United States GEORGE W. JULI.AN, of I tain this prov1s10n of the Const1tut10n ag~m.st all attemp.ts 
Indiana, and earnestly commen'd them to the support I to viola~e it for the p;irpose of establi~~~ng Slll;ver~ m 
of all ~'reemen and all parties. any terntory of the United States, b.Y po,1t1ve leg1slat1on, 

prohibiting its existence or e:xtens1on tberem. 'l'hat we 
The result of this contest was an over"· helm- deny the authority of Congress, of a territorial legisln.

in"' triumph of the recru]ar Democracy: Pierce ture, of any !ndivitlual or associ:;ition of in<;lividuals, to 
"" {. . "' S M I gh·e legal existence to Slavery m any territory of the 

and l tllg carrytng every tate except assac _iu- United States, while the present Constitution shall be 
setts, Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which maintained. . . 
cast their votes fur Gen. Scott. The Free Demo- Resolved, That the Const1t~t10~ confers u~o? Congress 

· · ld h · sovereign power over the terntones of the Umtl'd States 
crat1c vote rn several Stat.es wou ave gi~en for their government, and that in the ex~1cis<J of this 
those States to Scott, had lt been cast for lum. power it is both the right and the duty of Congress to 

prohibit in the territories those twin relics of barbarism 
-Polygamy and Slavery. 

Resolved, 'l'hat while the Constitution of the Unite<l 
States was ordained and established by the people in 
order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common de
fense, and secure the blessings of liberty, and contains 
ample provisions for the protection of the life, liberty 
and prope1·ty of every citizen, the dearest constitutional 
rights of the people of Kansas have been fraudulently 
and violently taken from them-their territory has been 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION-
1856. 

This Convention met at Philadelphia on the 
17th of June, and chose Col. Henry S. Lane, of 
Indiana, as presiding officer. An informal bal
lot for President resulted as follows: 

invaded by an armed force-spurious and pretended 
~ legislative, judicial and executive officers·!Jave been set 
"' over them, by whose usurped authority, sustained by the 

';:; military power of the Government, tyrannical anu un
~ constitutional laws have been enacted and enforced-
21 the rights of the people to keep and bear arms have 
19 bPen infringed-teot oaths of an extraordinary and en-

::;tates. 
Maine, .......... 13 
New-Hampshire .. 15 

Rt:ites. 

~ 

" 0 

2 ., 
~ 

"'" 11 Indiana ......... 1'3 
Jllinois .......... H 

Vermont ........ 15 Michigan ........ lS 
Massachusetts .... 39 \risconsin ........ 15 
Ri10de Island.. . 12 Iowa ............ 12 
Uonnecticut ..... 18 illinnesota ..... . 
l'\ew-York ........ 93 3 Kansas . ........ . 9 

tangling nature have been imposed, as a condition of 
exercising the right of suffrage and holding office-the 
right of an accused person to a speedy and public trial 

3 by an impartial jury has been denied-the right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and 

New-Jersey. . . . . . 7 
Pennsylvania .... 10 
Delaware ....... . 
Maryland....... 4 

H Nebraska ....... . 
71 Kentucky ...... . 
9 California ...... . 
8 

39 

5 
12 

3 effects against unreasonable searches and seizures has 
been violate<l-they have been deprived of life, liberty 
and property without due process of Jaw-that the free· 
dom of speech and of the press has been abridged-the 

Ohio ............. 30 359 196 right to choose their representatives has been made of 
two YOtcs for Sum lier no effect-murders, robberies and arsons have been insti-New-York also gave 

and one for Seward. 
Col. John C. Fremont was thereupon unani

mously nominated. 
Wiiliarn L. Dayton was nominated for Vice

President, receiving, on the informal ballot, 
25'J votes to 43 for David Wilmot; llD for 
Abraham Lincoln ; 7 for Thomas Ford; 35 for 
Charles Sumner; 4 for Cassius M. Clay ; 15 for 
Jacob Collamer; 2 for J. R. Giddings; 2 for 
W. F. ,Johnston; 46 for N. P. Ban Im; 1 for A. 
C . .M. Pennington; 5 for Henry Wilson ; 9 for 
Johu A. King; 3 for Ilenry C. Carey; and 8 for 
Gen. S. C. Pomeroy of KansaR. A formal bal
lot was then taken, when .Mr. Dayton was nomi
mucd unanimously. 

Tbe Con ven tiou adopted the following 

PLATFOR~I: 

This Convention of Delegates, assembled in pursuance 
of a call addressed to the people of the United .:>tates, 
without. regard to past political differences or divisions, 
who a1·e opposed to the repeal of the Missouri Compro
mi~e, to the policy of the present Administration, to the 
extension of Slavery into l!'ree Tenitory; in favor of 
admitting Kansas as a :Free State, of restoring the action 
of the J<'ederal Uovernment to the principles of Washing
ton ancl Jelferson, and who purpose to unite in present
ing candidates for the oflices of President and Yice
Pcesident, do resolve as follows: 

Re8of.verl, 'l'hat the maintenance of the principles pro
mulgated ir> the Declaration of Independence and 
embodied in the Federal Constitntion is essential to the 
preservation of our Republican Institutions, and that 
the Fe1leral Constitut'on, the rights of the States, and 
the l:nion of the 8tates, shall be preserved. 

Resolved, That with our republican fathers we hold it 
to be a sclf-ev,dent truth, that all men are endowed with 
the inalienai.Jle rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, anu that the primary ohjl)ct antl ulterior de
signs of our Federal Uovernrnent were, to secure these 
"ights to all persons within it:; exdusive jL1ri:;diction; 
that, as our republican fathers, wh en they had abolishecl 
tllavery in all our national territory, ordaineu that no 

gated and encouraged, and the offenders have been 
allowed to go unpunished-that all these things have 
been done with the knowledge, sanction and procure
ment of the present Administration, and that for this 
high crime against the Constitution, the Union and Hu
manity, we arraign the Administration, the President, his 
advisers, agents, supporters, apologists and accessories, 
either before or after the facts, before the country and 
before the world, and that it is our fixed purpose to 
bring the actual perpetrators of these atrocious outrages, 
and their accomplices, to a sure and condign punishment. 
hereafter. 

Resolvecl, '.l'hat Kansas should be immediately admit
ted as a State of the Union, with her present free Consti
tution, as at once the most effectual way of seeming to 
her citizens the enjoyment of the rights and privileges to 
which they are entitled; and of ending the civil strife 
now raging in her territory. 

Resotve<l, That the highwayman's plea, that "might 
makes right," embodied in tile Ostend Circular, was in 
e\·ery respect unworthy of American diplomacy, anu 
would bring shame and dishonor upon any government 
01· people that gave it their sanction. 

Re.~vlved, Tliat a railroad to the Pacific Ocean, by the 
most central and practicable route, is imperath•ely de
manded by the interests of the w)1ole country, anu that 
the l<'erleral Government onght to render immediate ar>d 
efficient aid in its construction; and, as an auxiliary 
thereto, the immediate construction of an emigrant route 
on the line of the railroad. 

Rewlvecl, That appropriations by Congress for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors, of a national charac
ter, required for the accommodation and security of our 
existing commerce, are authorized by the Constitution, 
and justified by the obligation of government to protect 
the lives and property of its citizens. 

'fhis contest rc<:ultcd in the election of the 
D1•mocratic nominee:::, Bnchanan and Breckin
ridgt', who recei \'Cd tile 'Cledoral votes of 

New-Jersey, 7; Pennsyl\·ania, 27; Delaware, 3; Vir
ginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; South Carolina, 8; 
Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, 6; 
'l'ennessee, 12; Kentucl>y, 12; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; 
l\Iissouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; b'lorida, 3; '.l'exas, 4; Califor
nia, 4.-114. 

:For l!'remont and Dayton: i\lnine, 8; New-Hampshire, 
5; Yennout, 5; .l\Iassachusetts, J;l; Hhode Island, 4; 
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Connecticut, 6; New-York, 85; Ohio, 23; 
Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5-114. 

Michigan, 6; I vi ency to the stronger, and an insolent and cow.ardly 
bravndo toward the weaker powers; as shown m re

f opening sectional agitation, by the repeal of the Missouri .Fillmore and Donelson, Maryland, 8. 

AMERICAN NATIONA..L COXVEXTION-
1856. 

The American National Council met in Phila
delphift February 19, 1856. All the States ex
cept four or five were represented. E. B. 
Bartlett, of Ky., President of the National Coun
cil presided, and, after a rather stormy session 
of three da~·s, devoted mainly to the discussion 
of a Party Platform, the following, on the 21st, 
was adopted: 

AMERICAN PLATFOR~f. 

1. An humble acknowledgment to the Supreme Deing, 
for his protecting care vouchsafed to our fathers in their 
successful llevolutionary struggle, and hitherto mani
fested to us, their descendants, in the preservation of 
the liberties, the jndependence, and the union of these 
States. 

2. The perpetuation of the Federal Union and Consti
tution, as the palladium of our civil and religious liber
ties, and the only sure bulwarks of American Indepen
dence. 

3. Americans must ri~le America; and to this end 
native-born citizens should be selected for all State, 
]j'ederal and municipal ollices of government employ
ment, in preference to all others. l{everthele88, 

4. Persons born of American pftrents resid:ng tempo
rarily abroad, should be entitled to all the rights of 
native-born citizens. 

5. No person should be selected for political station 
(whether of native or foreign birth), who recognizes any 
allegiance or obligation of any description to any foreign 
prince, potentate or power, or who refu~es to recognize 
the Federal and State Constitutions (each within it.s 
Ephere) as paramount to all other Jaws, as rules of polit
iua.l action. 

6. 'rhe unqualified recognition and maintenance oft.he 
re;erved rights of the se1·eral States, and the cultivation 
of harmony and fraternal good will between the citizens 
of the several States, and to this end, non-interference 
by Congress with questions appertaining solely to the 
individual States, and non-intervention by each State 
with the affairs of any other State. 

7. The recognition of the right of native-born and 
naturalized citizens of the United i:'tates, permanently 
residing in any territory thereof, to frame their constitu
tion and laws, and to regulate their domestic and social 
affairs in their own mode, subject only to the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution, with the privilege of admis
sion into the Union whenever they have the requisite 
population for one Representative in Congress : Pro
dded, always, that none but those who are ci'izens of 
the United Stat.es, under the Constitution and Jaws 
thereof, and who have a fixed res'dence in any such 
Territory, ought to participate in the fJrmation of the 
Constitution, or in the enactment of laws for said Terri
tory or St.ate. 

S. An enforcement of the ptinciples that no State or 
Territory ought to admit others than citizens to the right 
nf suffrage, or of holding political ofl:ices of the United 
States. 

9. A change in the laws of natural'zation, making a 
continued residence of twenty-one years, of all not here
tofore provided for, an indispensable requ'site for citizen
ship hereafter, and excluding all panpers, and persons 
con>icted of crime, from landing upon our sho res; but 
no interference with the vested rights of foreigners. 

10. Opposition to any union between Church and 
State; no interference with religious faith or worship, 
and no test oaths for office. 

11. Free and thorough investigation in\(1 any and all 
alleged abuses of public functionaries, and a strict econ
omy in public expenditures. 

12. The maintenance and enforcement of all laws con
stitutionally enacted until said l3ws shall be repealed, 
or shall be declared null and void by competent judicial 
authoritv. 

13. 01;position to the reckless and unwise policy of the 
present Administration in the general management of 
our national affairs, am! more especially as shown in re
moving "Americans" (by designation) and Conserva
ti•e~ in principle, from office, and placing foreigners and 
V\trai~ts in their places; as shown in u truck liu g subser-

I Comp:-omise; as shown in granting to unnaturalized for
eigners the right of sufTrage in Kansas and Nebraska; as 
shown in its vacillating course on the Kansas and Ne
braska question; as shown in the corruptions which per
vade some of the Departments of the Government; as 
shown in disgracing meritorious naval officers through 
prejudice or caprice: and as shown in the blundering 
mismanagement of our foreign relations. 

14. 'l'herefore, to remedy existing evils, and prevent 
the disastrous consequences otherwise resnlting thero
from, we would build up the "American Party" upon 
the principles herein before stated. 

15. 'i'hat each State C0uncil shall have authority to 
amend their several constitutions, so as to abolish thll 
several degrees and substitute a pledge of honor, instead 
of othe1' obligations, for fellowship and admission into 
the party. 

16. A free and open discussion of all political princi
ples embraced in our Platform. 

On the following day (Feb. 22,) the American 
National Nominating Convention, composed 
mostly of the same gentlemen who had deliber
ated as the National Council, organized at Phila
delphia, with 227 delegates in attendance, 
Maine, Vermont, Georgia, and South Carolina, 
being the only States not represented. Ephraim 
Marsh, of New-Jersey, was chosen to preside, 
and the Convention remained in session till the 
25th, and, after disposing of several cases of 
con tested seats, discussed at considerable length, 
and with great warmth, the question of the 
power of the National Council to establish a 
Platform for the Convention, which should be 
of binding force upon that body. Finally, Mr. 
Killinger, of Pennsylvania, proposed the fol
lowin g: 

Resolved, That the National Council has no authority 
to presc1ibe a Platform of principles for this Nominating 
Convention, and that we will nominate for President and 
Vice-President no man who is not in favor of interdict
ing the introduction of Slavery into Territory north 36° 
30' by congressional action. 

A motion to Jay this resolution on the table 
was adopted, 141. to 59. A motion was then 
made to proceed to the nomination of a candi
date for President, which was carried, 151 to 
51, the Anti-Slavery delegates, or North Ameri
cans, as they were called, voting in the ne~a
tive, and desiring to postpone the norninati"11. 
But being beaten at all points, they (to the num
ber of about 50) either withdrew or refused to 
take any further part in the proceedings of the 
Convention, and many of them snbsequently 
supported Col, Fremont for President. 

An informal ballot was then taken for Presi
dent, which resulted as follows: 
111. Fillmore, of N. Y ..... 71 
George Law, N. Y ....... 27 
Garrett Davis, Ky ....•. 18 
.John McLean, Ohio.... 7 
R. F. Stockton, N. J..... 8 
Sam. Houston, Texas... ll 

John Dell, Tennessee ... 5 
Kenneth Raynor, N. C .• 2 
Erastus Brooks, N. Y .... 2 
Lewis D. Campbell, Ohio. 1 
John III. Clayton, Del.. .. 1 

A formal ballot was then taken, when Mr. 
Fillm•ire was nominated as follows: 

Fillmore, 179 ; Law, 24; Raynor, 14; lllcLean, 13; 
Davis, 10; Houston, 3. 

Necessary to a choice, 122. 
Millard Fillmore was then declared to be the 

nominee. 
A ballot wa>: then taicen for Vice-President, 

anu .AnLlrew Jaekson Donelson, of Tennessee, 
wns nomin~J.ted as follows: 

A. J. Donelson, Ten., 181; P ercy Walker, Ala., 8 
Henry J. Gardner, i\lass., 8; Kenneth Raynor,~. C., 8 

Mr. Donelsou was then uer.lared to be unani. 



24 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

mously nominated, and the Convention 
joumed. 5. 1'hat it is the duty of every branch of the Govern-

ad-1 and ample protection of persons and property from 
domestic violence and foreign aggression. 

1 

ment to enforce and practice the most rigid economy in 
conducting our public aJI,1irs, and that no more revenue 

COXVENTION- ought to be raised than is required to defray the neces
sary expenses of the government, and gradual but certain 

DK\[QCR.ATIC NATIONAL 
1856. 

Tl1is Convention met at Cincinnati on the 2d 
of June, and cho,e John E. Ward, of Georgia, 
to pre ide, and nominated James Buchanan on 
the l'lth ballot, as follows: 

Ballots. Enchanan. 
1. 185 
2. 189 
3. J:3!Jt 
4. Hit 
5. l4il 
6. 1~5 
7. 143t 
8. 141t 
9. 1.t6 

10. 15' '* 
11. Hit 
12. us 
13. 151) 
14. l:Wt 
15. 16St 
16. lti'l 
17. 296 

Pierce. 
1'12 
ll!Jt 
119 
J19 
11 fl! 
lllt 
89 
87 
87 
81't 
so 
79 
771;
j.~ 

3} 

Douglas. 
83 
St 

32 
30 
31 
28 
58 
56 
56 
59t 
63 
63t 
63 
6-'3 

ll'lt 
121 

Cass. 
5 
6 
5t 
bt 
5t 
5t 
5t 
5t 
7 
5t 
5t 
5t 
5~ 
5t 
4t 
6 

Mr. Buchanan haYing been unanimously 
nominated for Pre~ide11t, the Conventio:i. pro
ceeded to ballot for a candidate for Vice-Presi
dent, the first ballot resnlting as follows: 
J. A. Quitman, ~liss,.. Ml .T. C. Breckinridge, Ky.,. 55 
Linn B<Jyd, Ky.,. ..... 3:3 8. Fitzpatrick, Ala., ... _. 11 
A. V. Brown, Tenn.,. .. 29 H. V. Johnson, Ga., .... 31 
J. A. llayard, Del.,. ... 31 1'rnsten Polk, Mo.,...... 5 
'l'. J. Rusk, Texas, . .... 2 J. C. Dobbin, N. C., ..... 13 

On the second ballot, the name of Gen. Quit
man was withdrawn, as were al~o those of other 
leading candidates, a11d ~fr. Breckinridge was 
unanimously nom i1rnted. 

The Convention adopted the following 

extinction of the public debt. 
6. 1'hat the proceeds of the public lands ought to be 

sacredly applied to the national objects specified in the 
Constitution, :i.nd that we are opposed lo any law for the 
distribution of such proceeds among the States, as alike 
inexpedient in policy, and repugnant to the Constitution. 

7. That Congress has no power to charter a National 
Bank ; that we believe such an institution one of deadly 
hostility to the best interests of this country, dangerous 
to our republican institutions and the libenies of the peo
ple, and calculated to place the bu>iness of the country 
within the control of a concentrated money power and 
above the laws and will of the people; and the results of 
the Democratic legislation in this and all other financial 
measures upon which issues have been made between the 
two political parties of the country, have demonstrated 
to candid and practical men of all parties their tiOUnd
ness, safety and utility in all business pursuits. 

8. That the separation of the moneys of the Govern
ment from banking institutions is indispensable to the 
safety of the funds of the Government and the rights of 
the people. 

9. 1'hat we are decidedly opposed to taking from the 
President the qualified Veto power, by which he is ena
bled, under restrictions and responsibilitie; amply suffi
cient to guard the public intere;,ts, to su;pend the passage 
of a bill whose merits cannot secure the approval of two
thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, until 
the judgment of the people can be obtained thereon, and 
which has. saved th<! American people from the corrupt 
and tyrannical dominion of the l3ank of the United 
States, and from a corrupting system of general internal 
improvements. 

10. 'l'hat the liberal principles embodied by Jefferson in 
the Declaration of Independence, and sanctioned in the 
Constitution, which makes ours the land of liberty and 
the asylum of the opp1·essed of every nation, have ever 
been cardinal principles in the Democrntic faith; anu 
every attempt to abridge the privilege of becoming citi
zens and the owtwrs of soil among us ought to be re
sisted with the same spirit. which swept the alien and se-
dition laws from our statute books. 

And whereas, Since the foregoing declaration was uni
forn1ly aclopted by our p1·edecessors in National Conven-

PLATFORM: tion, an adverse political and religious test has been se-
Resolved, 'l'hat the American Democracy place their crctly organizecl by a party claiming to be exclusively 

tru't in the in1elligence, thepatrioti~m, and the discrimt- A111erican, 1tnd it is proper that the American Democracy 
natin:r justice of the American people. should clearly define its relations thereto; and declare 

Re8olvect, Tltat we regard this as a distinctive feature its deter111inell opposition to all secret political societies, 
of our political creed, which we are proud to maintain by whatever name they may be called. 
before the world as a great moral element in a form of Resolved, That the foundation of this Union of States 
government springing from and uplteld by the popular having been laid in, ancl its prosperity, expansion, and 
will; and we contr;i.st it with the creed anu practice of preeminent example of free government, built upon en
Federalism, under whatever name or form, which seek3 tire freedom in matters of religious concernment, and no 
to palsy the will of the Co11stituent, and which conceives respect of persons in regard to rank, or place of birth, 
no in1postnre too monstrous for the popular credulity. no .party can justly be deemed national, constitutional, 

RP.sovved, therefore, That entertaining these views, the or ll1 accordauce with American principles, which bases 
Democratic party of this Union, through their delegates, its exclL1sive organization upon religious opinions and 
assembled in general Convention, coming together in a accidental birth-place. And hence a political crusade in 
spirit of concord, of devotion to the doctrines and faith the nineteenth century, and in the United States of Ame
of a free representative government, and appealing to rica, against Catholics and foreign-born, is neither justified 
their fellow-citiz"ns for the rectitude of their intentions, by the past history nor future pi'ospects of the country, 
renew and reassert before the American people, the nor in unison with the spirit of toleration, and enlight
declarntious of principles avowed by them, when, on ened freedom which peculiarly distinguishes the Ameri
tormer occasions, in general Convention, they have pre- can system of popular government. 
sented their cftndidates for the popular suffrnge. Resolved, That we reiterate with renewed energy of 

1. 'l'hat the Federal _Government is one of limited power, purpose the well considered declarations of former con
d~rived solely from the Constitution, and the grants of venlions upon the sectional issue of domestic slavery 
power made therein ought to be strictly construed by all and concerning the reserved rights or tlte States- ' 
the departments and agents of the Government, and that 1. 'l'hat Congress has no power under the Constitution 
it is inexpetlient and dangerous to exercise doubtful con- to interfere with or control the domestic institutions of 
stitutional powers. the several States, and that all such St.ates are the sole 

2. 1'1.Jat the Constitution does not confer upon the and proper judges of everything appertaining to theit· 
General Government the power to commence and carry own affau·s not prohibited by the Constitution; that all 
on a g-eneral s3-stem of internal improvements. efforts of the Abolitionists or others made to induce Con-

3 That the Constitution does not confer autltority upon ~re~s. to interf~1·e with questions of Slavery, or to take 
the Federal Government, directly or indirectly, to assume rnc1p1ent steps Ill relation thereto, are calculated to Ieau 
the debts of the several States, contracted for local and to the most alarming and dangerous consequences, and 
internal improvements, or other State purposes, nor th.at_ all such efforts have an inevit 1ble tendency to di
woulcl such assumption be just or expedient. nrnush the happiness of the people and endanger the 

4. That justice and sound policy forbiu the Federal sta!J1ltty and permanency of the U11iun, and ought not 
Government to foster one branch of industry to tlte detri- to be countenanced by any friend of our political insti
rnent of another, or to cherish the interests of one portion I tut1ons. 
of om· common country; that every citizen and every 2. 'l'hat the foregoing proposition covers and was in
section of the country has a right to tlem~tnrt anu insist ~ended to embrace the whole subject of Slavery agit;i.tion 
upon an equality of rights and privileges,.and a complete rn Congress, and therefore the Democratic party of the 
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Union, standing on this national platform, will abide by 
and adhere to a'faithful execution of the acts known a~ 
the Compromise l\Ieasures, settled by the Congress ot 
1850: "the act for reclaiming fugitives from service or 
labor" included; which act, being designed to carry out 
an express provision of the Constitution, cannot, with 
fidelity thereto, be repealed, or so changed as to destroy 
or impair its efficiency. 

3. That the Democratic Party will resist all attempts 
at renewing, in Congress or out of it, the agitation of the 
Slavery que,tion, under whatever shape or color the at
tempt may IJe made. 

4. That the Democratic Party will faithfully abide by 
and uphold the principles laid down in the Kentucky 
and Yirginia resolutions of 1797 and 1798, and in the 
report of ~fr. i'\Iadison to the Virginia Legislature in 1799 
-that it adopts these principles as constituting one of 
the main founclat.ions of its political creed, and is re
solved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
imp ort. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the issue on 
which a sectional party, subsisting exclusively on 
Slavery agitation, no IV relies to test the fidelity of the 
people, North and South, to the Constitution and the 
Union-

1. Resol1Jed, That claiming fellowship with and desir
ing the cooperation of all who regard the preservation 
of the Union under the Constitution as the paramount 
issue, and repudiating all sectional parties and platforms 
concerning dome:;tic Slavery, which seek to embroil the 
States and incite to treason and armed resistance to law 
in the 'l'erritories, and whose avowed purpose, if con
summated, must end in civil war and disunion, the 
American Democracy recognize and adopt the principles 
contained in the organic laws establishing the Territories 
of Nebraska and Kansas, as embodying the only sound 
and safe solution of the Slavery question, upon which 
the great national idea of the people of this whole coun
try can repose in its determined conservati"n of the 
Union, and non-interference of Congress with Slavery in 
the 1'erritories or in the District of Columbia. 

2. That this was the basis of the compromises of 1850, 
confirmed by both the Democratic and Whig parties in 
National Conventions, ratified by the people in the elec
tion of 1852, and rightly applied to the organization of 
the Territories in 1::,5!. 

3. That by the nniform application of the Democratic 
principle to the organization of Tenitories, and the ad
mission of nelV States with or without domestic Slavery, 
as t.hey may elect, the equal rights of all the St2.tes will 
be preservecl intact, the original compacts of the Consti
tution trndut.ttiue1l inviolate, and the perpetuity and ex
pansion of the Union insured to its ut.most capacity of 
embracing, in pe<Lce and harmony, every future Ameri
can St<tte that may be constituted or annexed with a 
republi can fo:·m of government. 

Rewlved, Tlrnt we recognize the right of the people of 
all the Territories. including Kansas and Nebraska, act
ing through the legally and fairly expressed will of the 
majori ty of the actual residents, and whenever the num
ber of their inhabitants justifies it, to form a Constitu
tion, with or without domestic Slavery, and be admitted 
into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with the 
other States. 

Re.wlved,finally, That in view of the condition of 
popular institntious in the Ole! World (and the danger
ous tendencies of sectional agitation, combined with the 
attempt to enfol'Ce civil and religious disabilities against 
the righ ts of acquiring and enjoying citizenship in our 
own land), a high and sacred duty is involved with in
creased responsibilit.y upon the Democratic Party of this 
country, as t.he party of the Union, to uphold and main
tain the rights of every State and thereby the Union of 
the Statcs-:tnd to sustain and advance among us con
stitutional liberty, lJy continuing to resist all monopolies 
and exclusive legislation for the benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many, and by a vigilant and constant 
adherence to those principles and compromises of the 
Constitution - which am bro<Ld enough and strong 
enongh to embrace and uphold the Union as it was, the 
Union as it is, and the Union as it shall be-in the full 
expression of the energies and capacity of this great and 
prog <"essive people. 

1. Resolved, 'l'hat there are questions connected with 
the foreign policy of this country which are inferior to 
no dome:;t.c question whatever. The time has come for 
the people of the United States to declare themselves in 
favor or free seas, and progressive free trade throughout 
the world, and, by solemn manifestations, to place their 
moral iulluence at the side of their successful example. 

:t. itesolced, That our geographical and political posi
tion with reference to the other states of this continent, 
no less than the intere8t of our commerce and the devol-

opment of our growing power, requires that we should 
hold sacred the principles involved in the llioNROE doc
trine. 'l'heir bearing and import admit of no miscon
struction, and should be applied with unbending rigid· 
ity. 

8. R esolmed, That the great highway, which nature as 
well as the assent of States most immecliately interested 
in its maintenance has marked out for free communica
tion between the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans, con
stitntes one of the. most important achievements realized 
by the spirit of modern times, in the unconquerable 
energy of our people; &nd that result wonld be secured 
by a timely and efficient exertion of the control which 
we have the right to claim over it; and no })QWer on 
earth should be suffered to impede or clog its progress 
by any interference with relations that it may suit our 
policy to establish between our Government and the 
government of the States within whose dominions it lies; 
we can under no circumstance surrender our prepon
derance in the adjustment of all questions arising out 
of it. 

4. Resolmed, That, in view of so commanding an int.er
est, the people of the United States cannot but sym
pathize with the efforts which are being made by the 
people of Central America to regenerate that portion of 
the continent which covers the passage across the inter
oceanic isthmus. 

5. R esolved, 'rhat the Democratic Party will expect of 
the next Administration that every proper effort be made 
to insure our ascendency in the Gulf of Mexico, and to 
maintain permanent protection to the great outlets 
through which are emptied into its waters the products 
raised out of the soil and the commodities created by 
the industry of the people of our western valleys and of 
the Union at large. 

Resolved, 1'hat the Administration of FRANKLIN 
PrnRCB has been true to Democratic principles, and 
therefore true to the great interests of the country; 
in the face of violent opposition, he has maintained the 
laws at home, and vindicated the rights of American 
citizens abroad; and therefore we proclaim our unquali
fied admiration of his measures and policy. 

WHIG CONVENTION-1856. 

A Whig National Convention met at Balti
more on the 17th of Sept., 1856-Ed"ard Bates, 
of Missouri, presidi1.g. The nominations of 
Millard Fillmore for President, and Andrew J. 
Donelson for· Vice-President, were unanimously 
concurred in. The Convention adopted the 
following 

PLA.1'FORM: 

R esolmed, That the Whigs of the United States, now 
here assembled, hereby declare theit· reverence for the 
Constitution of the Unit.eel States, their unalterable at
tachment to the National Union, and a fixed determina
tion to do all in their power to preserve them for them· 
selves and their posterity. They have no new principles 
to announce ; no new platform to establish; bnt are 
content to broadly r est-where their fathers rested
upon the Constitution of the United States, wishing no 
safer guide, no higher law. 

Resolved, That we regard with the deepest interest 
and anxiety the present disordered condition of our 
national affairs-a portion of the country ravaged by 
civil war, large sections of out· popnlation embittered by 
mutual recriminations; and we di tinctly trace thesa 
calamities to the culpable neglect of duty by the present 
national administi:ation. 

Resolved, That the Government of the United States 
was formed by the conjunction in political unity of wide 
spread geographical sections materially differing, not 
only in climate and products, but in social and domestic 
institutions; and that any cause that shall permanently 
array the different sections of the Union in political hos
tility and organized parties founded only on geographical 
distinctions must inevitably prove fatal to a continuance 
of the National Union. 

Resolved, That the Whigs of the United States declare, 
as a fundamental article of political faith, an absolute 
necessity for avoiding geographical parties. The danger, 
so clearly discerned by the Father of his Country, has 
now become fearfully apparent in the agitation now 
convulsing the nation, and must be arrested at once it 
we would preserve our Constitution and our Union from 
dismemberment, and the name of America from being 
blotted out from the family of civilized nations. 
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Resol!Ded, That all who revere the Constit~tio_n and I those present and voting should b~ required to 
the Union, must look with a!arm at t_he parties 1? ~he 1 nominate candidates. The follomng I'latform 
field in the pre,;ent Presidential campaign-one claimmg I w· s adopted and without taki1w a ballot for 
only to represent sixteen Northern States, and the other I a . ' ' . . ";. d 
appealing mainly to the passions and prejudices of the 1 .President, the Convent10n aga111 ac.JOUrne · 
Southern States : that the success of either faction must 
add fuel to the flame which now threatens to wrap our PJ,ATFORM OF 1860. 
dearest interests in a common ruin. Resolved That we the delegated l'epresentatives of the 

Resoi,ved 'l'hat the only remedy for an evil so appal- Republican 'electors bf the United Stairs, in Convention 
Jin g is to support a candidate pledg~d to .n.either of the assembled in dischar"'e of the duty we owe t.o our con
geographical sections now arrayed rn poht1cal antagon- stituents ;nd our cou';'itry, unite in the following decla
ism but holding both in a just and equal regard. We rations: 
con'gratulate the friends of the Union that such a candi- 1. That the history of the nation, during the last four 
date exists in Millard Fillmore. years, has fully established the propriety and necessity 

ReMlved, That, without adopting or referring to the of the organizidion and pel'petuatto11 of. the l~epubhran 
peculiar doctrines of the party which has already se- party, and that the causes which called 1t 111to existence 
lected Mr. Fillmore as a candidate, we look to him as a are permanent in their nature, and now,. mol'e than ever 
well-tl'ied and faithful friend of the Constitution and the befol'e, demanrl its peacefnl and comtllut1onal t11umph. 
Union eminent alike for his wisdom and firmness-for 2. That the maintenance of the priuciples promulgated 
his ju~tice and moderation in our foreign relations-for in the Decl1tration of Independence and embodied in the 
his calm and pacific temperament, so well becoming the Federal Constitution "'l'ha t a 11 men a re created equal; 
head of a great nation-for his devotion to the Constitu- that they are endowe'd by their Creator w.ith certain in
tion in its true spirit-his inflexibility in executing the »lienable rights ; that among these al'e l!fe, hbel'ty and 
laws; but, beyond all these attributes, in possessing the the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure thes.e nght.s, 
one transcendent merit of being a representative of governments are instituted among men, deriving thell" 
neither of the two sectional parties now struggling for just powers from the consent of the governed," _is e_ssen
political supl'emacy. ti al to the preservation of our Republican 111st1tut10ns; 

Resowed, That, in the present exigency of political af- and that the :Federal Constitution, the Hights of th<J 
fairs, we are not called upon to discuss the subordinate States, and the Union of the States, must and shall be 
questions of administration in the exercising of the preserved. . . . 
Constitutional powers of the Government. It is enough 3. That to the Union of the States this nation owes its 
to know that civil war is raging, and that the Union is in unprecedented increase in p npulation, Hs sul'prising ?e
peril; and we proclaim the conviction that the restora.- vdopment of material resou1·ces, its raptd au~mentat1on 
tion of :\1r.1''illmore to the Presidency will furnish the best of wealth, its happiness at home arnl its 110no1: abl'oad; 
if not the only means of restoring peace. and we hold in abhorrence all schemes for D1rnmon, come 

J · I d -.1 F'll from whatever source they may: And we congraLUlate 
In the election w !IC 1 ensue , i• r. '1 more tlw country that no Republican member of Congress has 

received the vote of Maryland only, while Mr. uttered or countenanced the threats of Disunion so often 
Buchanan obtained those of the 14 other Slave made by Democratic members, without l'ehuke and with 
Stutes, and of J'i ew-J crsey, Pennsvlvania, Indiana, applause from their political associates; and we denounce 

J those threats of disunion, in case of a popular ove!'throw 
Illinois and California, making 172 in all. Col. of their ascendency, as denying the vital principl·es of a 
Fremont received the votes of the eleven other free government, and as an avowal of contemplated tl'ea
Frec States, making 114 in all. Pennsylvania son which it is the imperative duty of an md1gnant Peo-

~ pie 'sternly to rebuke and fol'ever silence. . 
and Illinois, had they voted for Col. Fremont, 4. That the maintenance i1niolate of the rights of the 
would have given him the election. States, and especially the right of each State to order and 

REPUBLIC.A~ CONVENTION-1860. 

..A. Republican Natfonal Convention assembled 
at Chicago, lllinois, on ·wednesday, May 16th, 
1860, delegates being in attendance from all the 
Free States, as also from Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, Kentncky, Mis~ouri, Texas,* the Ter
ritories of Kansas and Nebraska, and the Dis
trict of Col um l.Jia. 

Gov. Morgan, of New-York, as Chairman of 
the National Executive Committee, uominated 
David Wilmot as temporary Chairman, and be 
was chosen. The usual Committees on perma
nent organization, credentials, etc., were ap
pointed, and the ConYention was permanently 
organized by the selection of George Ashmun, 
of Massachusetts, as President, with a Vice
President and a Secretarv from each State and 
Tenitory represented. ·A Committee, of one 
from each State and Territory, was appointed 
to draft suitable resolutions, or in other words 
a Platform, and the Convention adjourned. 

On the following day, an interesting debate 
arose on a proposition to require a vote equal 
to a majority of full delegations from all the 
States to nominate candich\.tes for President and 
Vice-President; which, with the delegates actu
ally in attendance, would have been about 
equivalent to a two-third rule. Thi;; proposition 
was voted down, and the Convention decided, 
by a vote of 331 to 130, that only a majority of 

*The deleg:l.lion from T~xas hns since been proved frnudulent, 
llllviug been got up in Michigan to elfect a persou<>I end. 

control its own domestic institutions according to Its own 
judgment exclusively, is essential to that bala11ce of pow
ers on which the perfection and endurance of our politi
cal fabric depends· and we denounce the lawless invasion 
by armed force of' the soil of any Stale or Territory, no 
matter under what pretext, as amoug the gravest of 
crimes. 

5. That the present Democratic Administration has far 
exceeded our worst apprehensions, in its measureless sub
serviency to the exactions of a sectional interest, as es
peciftlly evinced in its desperate 1:xertions to force ~he 
infamous Lecompton Constitution upon the protest111g 
people of Kansas; i'i• construil ;g. the pe!'sonal rela_tion 
between master and servant to rn vol\·e an unqualified 
µroperty in persons; in its attempted e11~orcement, evel'y
where, on land and sea, through the i11terventi"n of Con
g1·ess and of the Federal Courts of the e;><treme preten
sions of a purely local inte!'est; and in its gencrnl and 
unyarying abuse of the power intru,ted to it by a confid 
ing people. 

6. That the people justly view with ala!'m the reckless 
extrava«ance which pervades evel'y department of the 
Federal

0

Governr:lent; that a return to rigid economy 
and accountability is indispensable to 11 ne~t the syste
matic plunder of the public treasury hy favo!'ecl parti
sans· while the recent startling developments of frauds 
and ~onuptions at the Federal metl'opolis, show that an 
entire change of administration is impera lively de
mander!. 

7. 'lhat the new dogma that the Constitution, of its 
own force, ca!'ries Slavtry into any or all of the 'l'errito
ries of <he United States, is a dangerous poliucal heresy, 
at variance with the explicit provisio11s of that rnstrn
ment itself, with coternpo!'an eous exposit ion, and .wi_th 
legislative and judicial precedent; is revolutionary rn its 
tendency, and subversive of the peace and harmony of 
the country. . 

8. That the normal connition of all the tel'ntory of the 
United States is that of freedom: Th:'.t as our Republican 
fathers, when they had abolished bhll'ery in all our na
tional territory ordained that" no per"rn should be de
pl'ived of life hbertv, or propel'ty, without due process 
of law" it b~comes"our duty, hy legi:--lation, whenever 
such J~n-islation is necessal'y, torn" intain this provision 
of the Constitution a"ainst all attempts to violate it; and 
we deny the authority of Co. gress, of a tenilorial legi~ 
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FIRST BALLOT. Jature, or of any individuals, to give legal existence to I 
Slavery in any Territory of the United States. .,; ci i 

9. That we brand the recent re-opening of the African 

1 

StaW!. ] ~ .; £ "' g .,; g ~. ~ o ~ 

~f.~:;~~?~o~~:o~::~,l:~rci~!!~:h~~~n~~~t'.;!:!~s~~;:u~ . £ ~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ e ~ j ! 8 
and we cal upon Congress to take prompt and efficient ~am~i ·· ··"ii:· · 1~ 6 
me ·i sures for the total and final supprnssion of that exe- ~ ew· a~ps ire 1 1 
crab!e traffic. errnon · · · · ... -

10. Thn.t in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Gover- Massachusetts .. 21 4 
nors, of the acts of the Legislatures of J(ansas and Ne- Rhode I~land ... -
oraska, prohibiting Slavery in those Territories, we find a ~on~~ct:~ut. · · · 

70 
2 1 

1 5 1 1 
7 - - 2 

practical ilJustration of the boast.ed Democratic princi- New J 0
'. · • • .. · 

pie of Non Intervention and Popular Sovereignty embo- ew- eisey: · · .-
died in the l(ansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration rrm~ylv;-ma .. ~t 4 -
of the deception and fraud involved therein. ary an ... · .. 

47/;- 1 
8 

11. That Kansas should, of right, be immediately ad- ~~la.w'.1-re. · · · · .
mitted as a St" te nnder the Constitution recently formed icirg:mt. · · .. · · · g 1: 2 1 
and adopted by her people, and accepted by the Houst 0~? uc Y · · · • .. _ 

8 
_ 

6 

of Representative•. 1?·· · · · · · · · ·· 
12. '.L'lrn.t, wh le provirting r evenue for the support of the In.dtan~ ........ - 26 - - -

General Government by duties upon imports, sound policy l\I~ss~utl. · · · · · .- 18 
requires Ruch an adjustment of these imposts as to en- Mi.cht~an. · · · · .12 
courage the development of the industrial intere~tsofthe ~.llmoio ........ - 22 

2 

1 
4 

whole country: and we commend Lhat policy of national Ie.xas .. -, · .. · • • · 4 
exchangee which secures to the work ing men l iberal Wisconsm. · · ... 10 
wages, to agriculture remunerating prices, to mechanics Iow.a. · ·: · · · · · · 2 2 - 1 1 1 
and manufacturers an adequate reward fo1· their skill, Cahforma. · · · .. 8 
labor, and enterprise, and to the nation commercial pros· lllmnesota. · • · · 8 
perity and inde<Jendence. Ore??n .,. • -..... - 5 

8 
34 

1 

13. '.L'hat we pro~est against any sale or alienation to Kan"s~;~t-o~~~s.' .. 6 
oth~rs of the _Public Lands held by actual settlers, and Nebraska . . .... 2 1 1 2 

14 

1 

1*-
10 

agamst any view of the Homestead polic.v which regards Dis of Columbia 2 ________ - -
the settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty; · _______________ _ 
and we demand the passage by Congress of the complete Total. ... 173§- 102 3 50t 48 12 1 49 14 1 1 10 
and sati<:factory Homestead measure which has already 
passed the House. Whole number of votes, 465. Necessary to 

14. Tlrn.t the Republican Party is opposed to any change a choice, 233. 
in our Naturalization Laws or any 8tate legislation by The second ballot was then taken. 
which the rignts of citizenship hitherto accorded to immi· 
grants from foreign lands shall be abriclged or impaired; Mr. Cameron's name was withdrawn. 
and in favo1· of g-iving a full and efficient protection to 
the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or na
turalized, both at home and abroad. 

15. 'l'hat ~ppropriations hy Congress for River and 
Harbor improvements of a l'i'ational character, required 
for the accommodntion and security of an existing com
merce, are authorized by the Constitution, anrl justified 
by the ollligations of Government to protect the lives and 
property of its citizens. 

Hi. 'l'lmt a Railroad to the P:tcific Ocean is imperatively 
demanded by the interests of the whole country; that 
the Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in its construction; and that, as preliminary 
thereto, a daily Overland Mail should be promptly 
established. 

17. Finally, having thus set forth our distinctive prin
ciples and views, we invite the cooperation of all citi
~ens, however dill'o~ring on other questions, who substan
tially agree with us in their affirn:ance and support. 

Ou the following day, Friday, :May 18th, the 
Chair having announced that the nn.ming of 
candidates for President was in order, ·wm. 
M. Evarts, of New-York, named William IL 
Seward. 

Mr .• Tndd, of Illinois, named Abraham Lin
coln. Mr. Dudley, of New-Jersey, nominated 
Wm. L. Dayton. Gov. Reeder, of Pennsvlva
vanin, nominated Simon Cameron. Mr. Cart
ter, of' Ohio, 11orninated Salmon P. Chase. 
Franc-i~ P. Blair, of Maryland, nominated Ed
ward B:itcs, of Missouri. 

Indianaf;econded the nomination of Abralinm 
Lincoln. ~[r. Austin Blair, of J!ichigan, seconded 
the nomination of l\fr. Sewn rd; so also did Carl 
Rchnrz, of 'Visconsin, )ir. ·worth, of Minnesota 
and Mr. 'Vilder, of Kansas. ' 

~Ir. Corwin, of Ohio, nominated Judge Mc
Lean. 

)fr. Delano, of Ohio, seconded the nomination 
of ~Jr. Lincoln, as did also one of the delegates 
from Iowa. 

The balloting then proceeded, with the follow
ing result: 

SECOND BALLOT. 

States. 
ci 
0 
" " ~ 

Maine ................. 10 6 
New-Hampshire . . . . . . . 1 9 
Vermont .............. - 10 
llfassachusett.s . ....... . 22 4-
Rhode Island ........... - 3 
Connecticut.. ... . ..... 4 
New-York ............ .. 
New-Jersey ........... . 

70 
4 

Pennsylvania.... . . . . . 
l\Iaryland ............ . 

2§- 48 
3 

Delaware ............ . 
Virginia .............. . 
Kentucky ............ . 
Ohio ................. .. 
Indiana .... .... ...... . 

6 
8 14 
7 9 

14 
26 

i'llissou:·i. ............. . 
:'llichigan ............. 12 
Illinois.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
'l'exas................. 6 
\'lisconsin. . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Iowa.... .... .......... 2 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
lllinnesota...... . .. . .. . 8 
Oregon .............. . 

T~rn'tol'irs. 

Kansas .... ,. ........ .. 6 
Nebraska .............. 3 
District of Columbia... 2 

5 

1 

4 

8 

18 

5 

'.L'otal. ........ 184~ 181 35 

" 0 

i.; 
a 
c: 
0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

g 
d 

5 

3 
2 

2§- -

6 
3 29 

c 
2 
:., 
0: 

~ 

10 

t t-

2 

8 42t 10 

·,., 
" c 
~ 
c.i 

2 

2 

The third ballot wa8 taken amid excitement, 
and cries for "the ballot." Intense feeling 
existed during the voting, each vote being 
a\vaited in breathless silence and expectancy. 

The progress of the ballot was watched wit.h 
most iutense interest, especially toward the 
last, the crowd becoming silent as the contest 
narrowed down. Tho States, as called, voted as 
follows : 

* Previously withdrawn. 



28 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

THIRD BALLOT· 

Stutes. 
.,; 
a 
" "' en 

!\Ia inc .. _ .. ..... 10 
New-Hampshire. 1 
Verm ont. .....•. -
Massachusetts .... lS 
Rhode Island .... 1 
Connecticut ..... 1 
New-York ....... 70 
New-Jersey ...... 5 
P enmylvfl.nia .... -
1\faryland ....... 2 
Delaw:ue ....... -
Virginia ....... .. 8 
Kentucky ...... 6 
Ohio ............ -
Indiamt ......... -

4 

1\fissouri . . 18 
l\Iichigan ....... 12 
Illinois .......... -
'.l'exa s ........... 6 
"- isconsin ....... 10 
Iowa ............ 2 
California .... .. S 
Minn esota ...... 8 
Oregon ........ 1 

Tr~rritnr{rs. 

Kansas ........ . 6 
N ~bra~lrn. . . . . . 3 
Dist. of Columbia 2 

180 22 

1 
2 

4 
15 

" 0 
" "' ~ 
6 
9 

10 
8 
5 
4 

8 
52 
9 
6 

14 
13 
29 
26 

22 

4 

2 1 

24t 231! 

,_., 

"' 
"' 

" .§ 
0 

"' :i ~ ,_., 
~ c: .... ~ 0 

1 
1 

1 
2 

2 

5 1 1 

This gave Lincoln 23lz votes, or within 2~ of 
a nomination. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. Cart
ter, of Ohio, said-I rise, Mr. Chairman, to an
nounce the change of four votes from Ohio, 
from ~fr. Chase to .Abraham Lincoln. 

This announcement, giving l\lr,. Lincoln a 
majority, was greeted hy the audience with the 
most enthusiastic and thundering applau~e. 

Mr. McCrillis, of Maine, making himself heard, 
said that the young giant of the West is now of 
age. Maine casts for him her 16 votes. 

Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, changed the 
vote of that State, giving 18 to Mr. Lincoln and 
8 to 111 r. Seward. 

Mr. B. Gratz Brown, of Missouri, desired to 
change the 18 votes of Missouri to the gallant son 
of the \Vest, .Abraham Lincoln. Iowa, Con
necticut, Kentucky, and Minnesota also changed 
their votes. The result of the third ballot was 
announced: 

Whole number of votes cast .... .466 
K ecessary to a choice ...•........ 234 

.Abraham Lincoln had received 354, and was 
declared duly nominated. 

On motion of Wm. M. Evarts, of New-York, 
seconded l>y Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, the 
nomination was then madeunanimous. 

On motion of Mr. Evarts, of New-York, the 
Convention now took a recess till 5 o'clock, to 
afford time for consultation as to Vice-President. 

At 5 o'clock the Convention reassembled, 
listened to nominations, and then proceeded to 
ballot. 

The following is a record of the ballotings for 
Vice-President: 

[X on.-Col.Fremont had sent a letter by one 
of the delegates from California, withdrawing 
his name from the list of candidates for Presi
dent. This letter was published before the 
meeting of the Convention.1 

FIRST BALLOT. 

h .; States . "' 5 .... " .9 .; ., a 
~ ~ 'O ... s "' " ~ 

., s " 0 p:: H 
H 

.ta 
;-

"' d p <i 
.,,; ~ 0 fl 
"' -;-:, ::: ., 

~ " 0 
p:: 

'"' 
p ::::: 

Maine ............ - 16 
New-Hampshire ... - 10 
Vermont .......... - 10 
Massachusetts ... . - 20 1 1 1 
Rhode I sland .. .. - 8 
Connecticut ... . ... 2 1 2 5 
New-York ...... .. 9 4 2 11 35 1 8 
New-Jersey ....... 1 7 6 
Pennsylvania ... 4t 2t 24 7 11 
Maryland ....... . • 2 1 8 
Delaware ......... 3 1 2 

3 

Yirginia .. ... .... . 23 
Kentucky .......•. 23 

48 Ohio ............. -
Indiana .......... 18 8 
lllissouri. ... . _ .... - 9 9 
l\lichigan ......... 4 8 
Illinois ......... 2 16 2 2 
Texas ............ - 6 
Wisconsin ........ 5 5 
I owa .....•....... - 1 1 s 
California ........ - 8 
lllinnesota ........ 1 1 6 
Oregon ........... - 1 2 1 

Te1· 1 itorfrs. 
Kansas ........... - 6 
Nebraska ......... 1 5 
Dist. of Columbia .. 2 

Total. ...... lOH 38! 51 58 194 1 8 3 6 · 
Total 461. Necessary to a choice, 232. 

THE SECOND BALLOT. 

Stales. Hamlin. C!1ty. Ilickmnn. 
Maine .......... .. . ............ 16 
New-Hampshire. . ............. 10 
Vermont........... . ....... 10 
l\Iassachusetts .................. 26 
Rhcde I sland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Connecticut ........ ....... .... 10 
New-York ....... . .... ....... ... 70 
New-Jersey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Pennsylvania.... . . . .......... 54 
l\Iaryland ....................... 10 
Delaware ............. _........ 6 
Virginia ........................ -
Kentucky .................... -
Ohio ........................... 46 
Indiana ....................... 12 
l\Iissouri. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Michigan......... ............ .. 8 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Texas .... ....... .... ... ....... . 
'Visconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Iowa .......................... 3 
California...................... 7 
iUinnesota ............. _...... 7 
Oregon........... .. ..... ...... 3 

Terrilvries 
Kansas . ...... ........... .. .... 2 
Nebraska ..................... . 
District of Columbia ...... _..... 2 

Total ................... 367 

2 

1 

23 
28 

14 
5 
4 
2 
6 
5 

1 
1 

2 

1 ~ 
G 

86 13 

Massachusetts withdrew the name of Mr. 
Banks, and cast 26 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

Pennsylvania withdrew the name of Gov. 
Reeder, and cast 54 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

On motion of Mr. Blake~', of Kentucky, the 
nomination was made unanimous. 

Mr. J. R. Giddings, of Ohio, offered and the 
Convention adopted the following: 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with those men 
who have been driven, some from their native States and 
others from the States of their adoption, and are now 
exiled from th eir homes on account of their opinion~; 
and we hold the Democratic party respon ·ible for the 
gross violations of that clause of the Const.itution which 
declares that citizens of each State shall be entitled to 
all the privileges and immunities of citizens of the 
several State$. 
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Mr. Ashmun made a brief speech, and the I Resolved, That i~ is both t.h;- part ?f patriotism and 
Convention adj. ourned sine die with nine hearty of duty to 1·ecognize no poht1cal prmc1ple other thari 

. ' THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNTRY, THE UNION OF THffi 
cheers for the ticket. I STATES AND THE ENFORCl!:MENT oF THE LAws, and that, 

-- as representatives of the Constit,utional Union men of 

NATIONAL REPUBLICAN cmrnITl'EE. 

The Convention previous to its adjournment 
made choice of the following gentlemen as the 
K ational Committee for the next four years: 

Maine-CHARLES J. GILMAN, Brunswick. 
New-Hampshire-GEORGE G. FOGG, Concord. 
Vermont-LAWRENCE BRAINARD, St. Albans. 
.bfassachusetts-JoHN Z. GOODRICH, Stockbridge. 
Rhode Island-THOMAS G. TunNER, Providence. 
Oonnecticut-GIDE0:-1 WELLES, Hartford. 
New-Yorlc-EDWIN D. MORGAN, Albany. 
1Yew-Jersey-DENNING DUER, N. Y. City. 
Pennsylvaniar--EDWARD 11'.lcPrrERSON, Gettysburg 
.Delaware-NATHANIEL B. SMITHERS, Dover. 
.biaryland-JAMES F. w AGNER, Baltimore. 
Virginia-ALFRED CALDWELL, Wheeling. 
Ohio-THO)!AS SPOONER, Reading, Hamilton Co. 
lndianar--SOLOMON MEREDITH, Centerville. 
Illinois-NORMAN B. JUDD, Chicago. 
.biichigan-AusnN BLAm, Jackson. 
lJTisconsin-CARL SCHURZ, Milwaukee. 

Iowa-ANDREW J. STEVENS, Des Moines. 
1lfinnesotar--JOHN l\1cKus1cK, Stillwater. 
.Jiissow·i-AsA S. JONES, St. Louis. 
Kentuclcy-CAssrus i\I. CLAY, Whitehall. 
Cal~forniar--D. W. CHEES?.IAN, Oroville. 
01•egorv--W. FRANK JOHNSON, Oregon City. 
Kansas-WILLIA~! A. PHILLIPS, Lawrence. 
}{ebl'askar--0. II. IRISH, Nebraska City. 
Di8t. of Oolwmbia, JOSEPH GERHARDT, Washington. 
At a meeting held in Chicago, May 18th, 

1860, the Committee organized by choosing the 
Hon. E. D. Morgan, of New-York, Chairman, 
and George G. Fogg, of New-Hampshire, Secre
tary. Subsequently, the following persons were 
constituted the Executive Committee: 

E. D. MORG.l.N, of New-York. 
GIDEON ·WELLES, of Connecticut. 
N. B. JUDD, of Illinois. 
CARL SCHURZ, of \\"isconsin. 
JOHN Z. Goomucrr, of Massachusetts. 
DENNING DUER, of New-Jersey. 
GEO. G. FOGG, of New-Hampshire. 

COXSTITUTIONAL UNION CONVENTION-
1860. 

A Convention of Delegates, coming from 
twenty States, and claiming to represent the 
"Constitutional Union Party," met at Baltimore 
on the 9th of May, and nominated for President 
John Bell, of Tennessee, and for Vice-President 
Ed ward Everett, of .Massachusetts. The ballot
ings for President resulted as follows : 

1st. 2d. }Rt. 2d. 
J ohn Bell, ....... 681 138 \' Edward Everett, .. 25 !!t 
Sam. Houston, .... 57 6() Wm. L. Goggin,... 3 
John M. Botts,.... !it 71 Wm. A. Grallam, .. 22 18 
John lllcLean, .... 21 1 Wm. L. Sharkey,.. 7 8t 
J. J. Crittenden, .. 28 1 Wm. C. Rives, ... 13 

Xecessary to a choice, 1st ballot, 128; secoud 
ballot, 127. 

The nomination of Mr. Bell was thereupon 
mLlde unanimous. 

]fr. Everett was unanimously nominated for 
Vice-President. 

'l'he Convention adopted the following as 
their 

PLATFOR~I. 

lVliel'ea8, Experience has demonstrated that Plat· 
forms adopted by the partisan Conventions of the 
country have had the effect, to mislead and deceive the 
people, and at the same time to widen the political 
divisions at" the country, hy the crf'ation aiid encourage
ment of geogrnph!cal ancl sectional parties ; therefore, 

the counti-y in National Convention assembled, wo 
hereby pledge ourselves to maintain, protect and de
fend, separately and unitedly, these great principles of 
public liberty and national safety, against all enemies 
at home and abroad, believing that thereby peace may 
once more be restored to the country, the rights of the 
People and of the States reestablished, and the Govern
ment again placed in that condition, of justice, fraternity 
and equality, whicl!, under the example and Constitution 
of our fathers, has solemly bound every citizen of the 
United States to maintain a more perfect union, estab
lish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity. 

DK.\fOCRATIC COXVE~TION-1860 . 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Charleston, S. C., on the 23d of April, 1860, 
with full delegations present from every State 
in the Union, and double delegations from 
Illinois and New-York. Oue of the New-York 
delegations was elected by the State Nominating 
Convention which met at Syracuse the preced
ing autumn; while its rival was elected by 
districts, and led by Fernando Wood, Mayor of 
the commercial emporium. From Illinois, one 
of the delegations >\"as favorable to Senator 
Douglas, and the other opposed to that gentle
man. 'I"ickets of admission were given by the 
K ational Committee to the former or "Soft" 
Delegation from New York, thus deciding, so 
far as their power extended, against the Wood 
or "Hard" contestants, who were understood 
to be opposed to the nomination of Douglas. 

Francis B. Flournoy, of Arkansas, was cho
sen temporary chairman, and the Convention 
opened with an angry and stormy debate on the 
question of the disputed seats. Mr. Fisher, of 
Va., presented a protest from Mayor Wood, 
on behalf of his delegation, against their 
exclusion from the Hall. The reading of the 
protest was ruled out of order, and, after a 
wrangling debate, com1!1ittees were appointed 
on Permanent Organization and Credentials, 
and the communication of Mayor \Vood was 
referred without reading to the latter. 

On the following day, the Committee on 
Organization reported the name of Caleb Cush
ing, of .Mass., for President, with one Yice
President and one Secretary from each State, 
which report was adopted. 'l'hey also reported 
a rule " that in any State in which it bas not 
"been provided or directed by it.s State Con
" vention how its vote may be given , the 
''Convention will recognir,e the right of each 
''delegate to cast his inJ.iridual vote." Which 
was also adopted. 

A Committee on Resolutions and Platform 
was now appointed; and it was voted that no 
ballot for President and Vice-President should 
be taken till after the adoption of a Platform. 
Adjourned. 

On the following day, the only progress made 
bv the Convention was the settlement of the 
q~esLion of contested seats, by confirming the 
sittin~ delegates; that is, the "Softs" from 
New-York, and the Douglas men from Illinois. 
On the 26th, no progress was made, though 
there was much angry debate aud many thren.ts 
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of bolting on the part of delegates from the I ment to protect. the right~ of person.s o: pro
Cotton States, unless their views in regard to I perty on the h.1gh seai'? m. the Terr1to:ies, or 
Platform should be adopted. I wherever else its const1tut10nal authonty ex-

On the 27th, the Platform Committer, failing tendi'. 
to agree, presented an assortment of PLttforms, The fourth that, when th~ settlers in a Terri
fro111 which the Convention was expected to tory have aderprnte population to form a State 
make its selection. The mnjority report, pre- l'on~tirntior1, th~ right of Sovereignty. com
sentcd by Mr . .Avery, of .K. 0., was as fol- meuces, and, bemg consummated by their ad
lows: mission into the Union, they stand upon an 

Re8olved, That the Platform adopted at Cincinnati be 
affirmed, with the following resolution: 

That the Kational Democracy of the ULitcd States 
hold these cardinal principles on the subject of Slavery 
in the Te ,ritories: First, that Congress has no power to 
abolbh Slavery in the Territorie5; second, that the 1'er
ritorial Legi:;lature has no power to abolish Slavery in 
the Territories, nor to prohibit the introduction of slaves 
therein, nor any power to destroy or impair the right of 
property in slaves by any legislation whatever. 

Resolved, That the enactments of State Legislatures 
to dereat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitu
tion, and revolutionary in their effects. 

Resolved, 'l'hat it is the duty of the Federal Govern
ment t.o protect the rights of person and property on the 
high seas, in the Territories, or wherever else its jurisdic
tion extends. 

Re8olved; That it is the duty of the Government of 
the United States t~ afford protection to naturalized 
citizens from foreign countries. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Government of 
the United States to acquire Cuba at the earliest prac
ticable moment. 

The principal minority report, which was pre
sented by :lt1r. Henry B. Payne, of Ohio, and 
signed by the members of the c.ommittee 
from l\faine. New-Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, 
New-York, and Pennsylvania, (all the Free 
States except California, Oregon, and Massachu
setts), reaffirmed the Cincinnati Platform; de
clared that all rights of property are j ndicial in 
their character, and that the Democracy pledge 
themselves to defer to the decisions of the 
Supreme Court on the subject; ample protec
tion to citizens, native or naturalized, at home 
or abroad; aid to "a Pacific Railroad;" the 
acquisition of Cuba, and that all State resistance 
to the Fugitive Slave Law is revolutionary and 
subversive of the Constitution. 

Gen. Benj. F. Butler, of Massachusetts, pre
sented another minority report, reaffirming the 
Cineinnati Platform, and declaring Democratic 
prineiples unchangeable in their nature when 
applit'd to the same subject matter, and only 
recommending, in addition to the Cincinnati 
Pia tform, a resolution for the protection of all 
citizens, whether native or naturalized. 

Mr. Pu,yne sta.ted that his report, although a 
minority one, represented one hundred and 
seventy-two electoral votes, while the majority 
repo1·t represented only one hundred and 
twenty-seven electoral votes. 

:Mr. Jamei> .A. Bayard (U.S. Senator), of Dela
w<tre, presented auother series of resolutions, as 
follows: 

~'he first affirmed the Cincinnati Platform. 
The second declared that Territorial Govern

ments arc provisional and temporary, and that 
<luring their existence all citizens of the United 
States have an equal right to settle in the Terri
tories without their rights of either person or 
property bei;ig destroyed or impaired by Con
gresoional or 'l'erritorial legislation. 

The third, that it is the duty of the Govern-

equal footing with the citizens of other States, 
and that a State thus organized is to be admit
ted into the Union, Slavery or no Slavery. 

The d<ty was spent in fierce debate, without 
c.0~11ing to a vote on any of these various propo
Ht1ous. 

On the 28th, Senator Wm. Bigler, of Penn
sylnwia, mol'ed that the majority and minority 
i·eports be recommitted to the Convention, with 
instructions to report in an hour, the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That tbe Platform adopted by the Demo
cratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with the following 
explanatory resolution: 

Resolved, That the Government of a Territory, or
ganized by an act of Congress, is provisional and tempo
rary, and, during its existence, all citizens of the United 
States have an equal right to settle in the Territory, 
without their rights, either of person or property, being 
destroyed or impaired by Congressional or 'l'eriitorial 
Legislation. 

Resolved, That the Democratic party stands pledged 
to the doctrine that it is the duty of Government to 
maintain all the constitutional rights of propert~', of 
whatever kind, in the Territories, and to enforce all the 
decisions of the Supreme Court in reference thereto. 

Re,olvecl, 1'hat it is the duty of the United States to 
afford ample and complete protection to all its citizens, 
whether at home or abroad, and whether native or 
foreign. 

Re,olved, That one of the necessities of the age, in a 
military, commercial and postal point of view, is speedy 
communication between the Atlantic and Pacific States; 
and the Democratic Party pledge su.ch Constitutional 
Government aid as will insure the construction of a 
railroad to the Pacific coast at the earliest practical 
period. 

Resolved, That the Democratic Party are in favor of 
the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms as 
shall be honorable to ourseh'es and just to Spain. 

Re8olved, 'l'hat the enact men ts of State Legislatures 
to defeat the faithful execution of the J<'ugiti ve Slave 
L<Lw, are hostile in character, subversive of the Consti
tution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

Mr. Bigler moved the previous question. 
Mr. W. Montgomery (U. C. ), of Pennsylvania, 

moved to lay Mr. Bigler's motion on the table. 
He did not regard as a compromise a proposi
tion for a Congressional ;Slave Code and the 
reopening of the .African Sia ve 1'1 ade ; but, 
learning that the adoption of his motion would 
have the effect of tabling the whole subject, he 
withdrew it. .A division of tbe question was 
called for, and the vote was first taken on the 
motion to recommit, which was carried, l 5:l to 
151; but the proposition to instruct the com
mittee was laid on the table, 242~, to 56i, as 
follows: 

YEAS.-1\Iaine, 8; New-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts, 121; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut., 5; 
New-l'ork, 35; Pennsylvania, 8; Delaware, 3; Mary
land, 5!; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; South Caro
lina, 8; Georgia, 10; Florida, 3; Alabama, 9; Loui~i
ana, 13; Mississippi, 7; l'exas, 4; Arkansas, 4; Missouri, 
4; Kentucky, 5; Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; . lllinois, 11; 
Michigan, 6; Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 4; Ca!tfornia, 3i-
242}. 

N..1vs.-l\fassachusetts,t; Connecticut, 1; New-Jersey, 
1; Pennsylvania, 15; l\1aryland, 2t; Missouri, 9; 'l'en
nessee, 11; Kentucky, 7; Indiana, 13; Wisconsin, 5; 
California, i; Oregon, 3-56i. 

Subsequently, on the same day, Mr. Avery, 
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from the majority of the Committee on Platform / trict of Columbia. Now, we maintain that Congress bas 

0 ·ted tl:te folio ·ino-. ' no right to prohibit or aboHsh SlaYery in the District of 
rep 1 11 c · Columbia. Why? Because it is an existing institution. 

Resolved, Tlutt the platform adopted by the Democratic/ It becomes the duty of Congress under tbe Constitution to 
party at Cinciunati be affirmed, with the following ex- protect and cherish the right of property in slaves in that 
phrnatory Ilesolutions: District, because the Constitution does not give them the 

J!'ir~t. That the government of a Territory organized by power to prohibit or establish Slavery. Every session of 
an act of Congress, is provisional and temporary; and, Congress, Northern men, Southern men, men of all par
during its existence, all citizens of the United States have ties, are legislating to protect, cherish and uphold the insti
an equal right to settle with their property in the 'l'erritory tution of Slavery in the District of Columbia. . . . . 
without their rights, either of person or property, being des- It is said that the Cincinnati platform is ambiguous, and 
troy eel or impaired by congressional or territorial legislation. that we must explain it. At the South, we have main· 

Second. 'l'hat it is the duty of the Federal Uovernment, tained that it had no ambiguity; that it did not mean 
in all its departments, to protect, when necessary, the Popular Sovereignty; but our Northern friends say that 
rights of persons and property in the Territories, and it does mean Popular Sovereignty. Now, if we are 
wherever else its constitutional authority extends. going to explain it and to declare its principles, I say 

Tliii'd. '!'hat when the settlers in a 'l'erritory having an let us either declare them openly, boldly, squarely, 
adequate population form a State Constitution, the right or Jet us leave it as it is in the Cincinnati Platform. I 
of sovereignty commences, and, being consummated by want, and we of the South want, no more doubtful plat
admission into the Union, they stand on an equal foot- forms upon this or any other question. We desire that 
ing with the people of other States; and the State thus this Convention should take a bold, square stand. \Y!Jat 
organized ought to be admitted into the Federal Union, do the minority of the committee propose? '!'heir solution 
whet!Je1· its con:;titution prohibits,pr recognizes the institu- is to leave the question to the decision of the Supreme 
tion of Slaver,1·. Court, and agree to abide by any decision that may be 

Po1u·th. 'l'hat the Democratic party are in favor of the made by that tribunal between the citizens of a Territory 
acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms as shall upon the subject. Why, gentlemen of the minority, you 
be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain, at the earliest cannot help yourselves. That is no concession to ns. 
p~acticable m-0ment. There is no necessity for putting that in the platform, be-

.P'1JY!i. 'l'hat the enactments of State legislatures to de- cause I take it for granted that you are all law-abiding 
feat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, are citizens. Every gentleman here from a non-slaveholding 
ho~tile in character, subversive of the Constitution, and State is a law-abiding citizen; and if he be so, why we 
revolutionary in their effect. know that when there is a decision of the Supreme Court, 

Siwth. 'l'hat the Democracy of the United States recog- even adverse to his views, he will submit to it. . . . . 
nize it as the imperative duty of this Government to pro- You say that this is a judicial question. We say that 
tec:t the naturaHzed citizen in all his rights, whether at it is not. But if it be a judicial question, it is immaterial to 
home or in foreign lands, to the same extent as its native- you how the platform is made, because all you will have to 
born citizeus. say is, "this is a judicial question; the majority of the Con-

1V he1·ea-', one of the greatest necessities of the age, in a vention were of one opinion; I may entertain my own opin
political, commercial, postal and miliLary point of view, is ion upon the question· let the Supreme Court settle it." .. 
a speedy communication between the Pacific and Atlan- Let us make a pl~tform about which there can be nt. 
tic coasts: 'l'herefore be it doubt, so that every man, North and South, may stand 

Ruolvecl, '.!'hat the Democratic party do hereby pledge side by side on all issues connected with Slavery, and ad
themsell•e; to use every means in their power to secure the vocate the same principles. '!'hat is all we ask. All we 
passage of some !Jill, to the extent of the constitutional demand at your hands is, that there shall be no equivoca
authority of Congress, for the construction of a Pacific tion and no doubt in the popular mind as to what our 
Railroml, from the lllississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, principles are. 
at the earliest vracticuble moment. -u H B p f 01 · l' d t 1 th 

I 
.1lH. • . ayne, ·o 110, rep ie a eng , 

Mr. A. Ycry took the floor, and spoke at englh and in the course of his al'rrument <::aid: 
in farnr of his report, and in the course of hi,; " ' "' ' ' 

The question of Slavery had distracted the Courts an<l 
remarks ~ai<l : the party since 1820, and we hoped by the Compromis1 

I have stated t.hat we demand at the hands of our measures of 1850, the Kansas Jaw of lSM, and the Plat
Northern hrethren upon this floor that the great principle form of 1852 and 1856, that the policy of the Democratic 
which we cherish should be recognized, and in that view I party was a united and settled policy in respect to Afri
speak the common sentiments of our constituents at home; can slavery. . . . . 'l'he Democracy of the North 
ancl l intent! no re!lection upon those who entertain a differ- have, througho\lt, stood by the South in Yindication of 
ent opinion, when I say that the results and ultimate conse- their constitutional rights. Jlor this they claim no 
quences to the Southern States of this confederacy, if the credit. 'l'hey have simply disclrnrgecl their constitutional 
Popular Sovereiµ;nty doctrine be adopted as the doctrine duty; and, though some Southern Senators may rise in 
of the J)ernocrntk party, would be as dangerous and sub- their places and stigmatize us as unsound and rotten, we 
versive of their riµ;hts as t.he adoption of the principle of say we have clone it in good faith, and we cl1allege contra
Congresoion<d inten-cntion or prohibition. " 'e say that, in diction. We have supposed that this doctrine of Popular 
a conte,;t for the occupation of the 'l'erritories of the United Sovereignty was a final settlement of the Slavery clifliculty. 
States, the f:outhe1·n Qlen encumbered with slaves cannot You so under toocl it in the South. "·e are not claiming 
compete with the ]~migrant Aid Society at the North. \Ye anything in our Platform but what the Cincinnati Platform 
say that the E1uigrant Aid Society can send a voter to one was admitted to have established. . . . . 
of the 'l'erritories of the United States, to determine a What was the doctrine of 1 '>5li? Non-intervention by 
question relating to slavery, for the sum of $200, while it Congress with the question of Slavery, and the submission 
would cost the Southern man the sum of lj;l500. We say, of the question of Slavery in the 'l'erritories, under the 
then, that wherever there is competition between the Constitution, to the People. 
South am! ~orth, that the North can and will, at less ex- It is said that one constrnction has been given to the 
pen;;e and difliculty, secure power, control and dominion Platform at the South and another at the Nonh. He 
over the Territories of the Federal Go,•ernment; and if, could prove from the Congressional debates that from 
then, you establbh the doctrine that a 'l'erritorial Legisla- 1850 to 1856 there was not a dissenting opinion expressed 
ture which may be established by Congre;;s in any 'l'erri- in Congress on thia subject. 
tor.v has the l'iµ;ht, directly or indirectly, to affect the insti- To show that Squa ttcr Sovereignty had been 
tution of Sla\'ery, then you can see that the Ltgislature by d 
its itction, either directly or indirectly, may finally ex- generally accepted as the true Democratic oe-
clucle every man from the slaveholtling States as ef- trine, Mr. Payne quoted from eminent Southern 
fectually as if you had adopted the Wilmot Proviso out Democratic Statesmen as follows: 
and out. . . . . 

But we are told that, in adYocating the doctrine we now 
do, we are viol:ct.ing the principles of the Cincinnati plat
form. They s;ty that the Cincinnati platform is a Populur 
Sovereig-nty platform; that it was intended to present and 
prncticillly enforce that great principle. Now, we who 
macle this report deny that this is the true construction of 
the Cincinnati platform. \Ve of the South say that when 
we voted for the Cincinnati platform we understood, from 
the fact that the 'l'erritories stand in the same position as 
tlw District of Columbia, that non-interference ancl non
int.:.:1 \.'ention in the 'l'erritories was that same sort of non
interference and non-intervention forbidden in the lJis-

FROM A. SPEECH OF !ION. IIOWELL COBB, OF GFORGI.!., 

"I stand upon a principle. I hold that the will of the 
majority of the people of Kansas should decide this 
question and I say here to-night, before this people and 
before tl;is country, that I, for one, shall abide the deci
sion of the people there. I hold to the right of the People 
to self-government. l am willing for them to decide t!JJS 
question." 

FllOM Tlrn SH!ll. 

"I would not plant Slavery upon the soil of any por
tion of God's earth against the will of the people. The 
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Government of the United States should not force the I then acting as Chairman of his Delegation, and now pre
institution of SlaYery upon the people either of the senting the majority report announced: 
'Territories,' or of the States against the will of the peo- \ "Korth Carolina giYes ten votes for the Platform, and 
pie, though my voice could bring about that result." will give ten thousaud majority in November." 

I In his letter of acceptance, l\1r. Buchanan, in an em
phatic and clear manner, thus expressed his views of 
this Platform : 

FROM A. SPEECH OF VICE·PRl':SIDF:NT BRECKINR!DGF:, 

"But those who hold that the Territorial Legislature 
cannot pass a law prohibiting Slavery, admit that, unless 
the Territo.rial Legislature pass laws for its protection, 
Slavery Wiii not go there. 'l.'herefore, practically, a 
majority of the people represented in the 'l.'erritorial 
Legislature decides the question. Whether they decide 
it by prohibiting it., according to the one doctrine or by 
refusing to pass laws to protect it, as contended' for by 
the other party, is immaterial. '!.'he majority of the peo
ple, by the action of the Territorial Legislature will 
decide the question, and all must abide the decision ~hen 
made." 

FROM TIIE SAME. 

"But if non-intervention by Congress be the principle 
that underlies the Compromise of 1850, then the prohibi
tion.of 1820, being inconsistent with that principle should 
be removed, and perfect non-intervention thus b~ estab
lished by law. 

"Among many misrepresentations sent to the country 
by some of the enemies of this bill, perhaps none is more 
flagrant, than the charge that it proposes to legislate 
Slavery into Nebraska and I( ans as. Sir, if the bill con
tained such a feature it would not receive my vote. The 
right to establish involves the correlative right to prohi
bit, and, denying both, I would vote for neither." 

FRO}! THE SAME. 

"Upon the distracting question of domestic Slavery 
their position is clear. '!.'he whole power of the Demo'. 
c_ratic organization is pledged to the following proposi
t10ns: '!.'hat Congress shall not interpose upon this sub
j ect in the States, in the Territories, or in the District of 
Columbia; that the people of each Territory shall deter
mine the question for th ems elves, and be admitted into 
the Union upon a footing of perfect equality with the 
original States, without discrimination on account of the 
allowance or prohibition of Slavery." 

FROM A SPEECH BY HON. J.!}!ES L. ORR, OF S. C. 

"Now, I admit that there is a difference of opinion 
amongst Democrats as to whether this feature of 8quat-
1er Sovereignty be in the bill or not. But the great point 
upon which the Democratic party at Cincinnati rested 
was, that the government of the Territories had been 
transferred from Congress, and, carrying out the spirit 
and genius of our institutions, had been given to the 
people of the Territories." 

FRmI A. SPJlECH BY HON. A. H. STEPHENS, (It' GEORGIA, 

"The whole question of Slavery or No Slavery was to 
be left to the people of the Territories, whether North 
or South of 36° 30', or any other line. 'J'he question was 
to be taken out of Congress, where it had been impro
perly thrust from the beginning, and to be left to the 
people concerned in the matter to decide for themselves. 
'!.'his, I say, was the position originally held by the South 
when the i\Iissouri llestriction was at first proposed. '!.'he 
principle upon which that position rests, lies at the very 
foundation of all our Hepublican institutions: it is that 
the citizens of every distinct and separate community 
or State should have the right to govern themselves in 
their domestic matters as they please, and that they 
should be free from intermeddling restriction and 
arbitrary dictation on such matters, from any other 
Power or Government, in 11hich they have no voice." 

!\Ir. Payne continued. But for consuming time, he 
coulrl read for half an hour, to show that every eminent 
Southern man had held the same opinion on the doctrine 
of popular sovereignty. 

!\Ir. Payne would read from the Cincinnati Platform 
to show what it laid down. All should be familiar 
with it: 

"The American Democracy recognize and adopt the 
principles contained in the organic laws, establishing the 
'J'erritories of Kansas and Nebraska as embodying the 
only sound :wd safe solution of the 'Slavery Question' 
upon which the great National idea of the People of this 
whole country can i·epose in its determined conserva
tism of the Union-non-interference by Congress with 
Slavery in State and Territory, or in the District of 
Columbia." 

They nominated !\Ir. Buchanan on that Platform, 
agreed on by the representatives of every State in the 
Union, as the official record would show. '!'here was not 
one dissenting voice in the whole list of States. In cast
iug the vote of North Carolina, his friend , !\Ir. Avery, 

"'rhe recent legislation of Congress respecting domes
tic Slavery, derived, as it has been, from the original 
and pure fountain of legitimate political power, the will 
of the majority, promises, ere Jong, to allay the d~~nger
ous excitement. This legislation is founded on pr;nci
ples as ancient as Free government itself, and in accord
imce with them has simply declared that the people r1f a 
1'er1·itory, like those of a State, shall lleeide./01• tliem
selues, ioliether Slwvery shall or shall not ewi;;t uitldn 
thei1· limits." 

!\Ir. Payne had extracts yet behind of speeches from 
Stephens, of Georgia, one of the most distinguished States
men of the South-from !\Ir. Benjamin, of Louisianar-
Mason, of Virginia-more qualified, he admitted, but 
still emphatic. The Senator from Delaware, too, Mr, 
Bayard, had fully indorsed the doctrine of Popular 
Sovereignty. 

So had !\Ir. Badger, of North Carolina, and Judge 
Butler of South Carolina. !\Ir. Hunter of \"irginia, cer
tainly one of the wisest and purest statesmen which the, 
Democracy now numbers amongst her leaders in the 
land-he, also, says that the people sl1all haYe the right 
to decide on all questions relating to their domestic 
institutions. In his speech, he used these words, almost 
identical with the P latform of the minority: 

"The bill provides that the Legislatures of these Ter
ritories shall have power to legislate over all rightful 
subjects of legislation consistently with the Constitution. 
And, if they should assume powers which are thought to 
be inconsistent with the Constitution, the Courts will de
cide that question whenever it may be ra sed. There is 
a difference of opinion among the friends of this measure 
as to the extent of the limits which the Constitution im
poses upon the Territorial Legislatures. This bill pro
poses to leave these differences to the decision of the 
Courts. 'l'o that tribunal I am willing to leave this deci
sion, as it was once before proposed to be left by the 
celebrated Compromise of the Senator from Delaware." 

Ile also read an extract of a similar character from a 
speech by l\lr. Toombs, of Georgia, one of the boldest 
men on the floor of the American Senate, taking ground 
in favor of non-intervention by CongTess. 

Need he accumulate the~e extracts to show that not a 
single statesman who has figured in Congress, of late 
years, but has taken this high ground? 

Mr. Samuels, of Iowa, presented the follow
ing report on behalf of tlle minority of the 
Platform Committee: 

1. Resolved, That we, the Democracy of the Union, in 
Convention assembled, hereby declare our affirmance of 
the resolutions unanimously adopted and declared as a 
platform of principles by the Democratic Convention at 
Cincinnati, in the year 1856, believing that Democratic 
principles are unchangeable in their nature, when ap
plied to the same subject matters ; and we recommend 
as the only further resolutions the following: 

Inasmuch as dilferences of opinion exist in the Demo
cratic Party as to the nature and extent of the powers 
of a Territorial Legislature, and as to the powers and 
duties of Congress, under the Constitution of the United 
States, over the institution of Slavery within the Terri
tories : 

2. Reso"Uved, That the Democratic Party will abide by 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
on the questions of Constitutional law. 

3. Re~o"Uved, 'l'hat it is the duty of the United States 
to atford ample and complete protection t o all its cit i
zens, whether at home or abroad, and whether native or 
foreign. 

4. Resolved, '!.'hat one of the necessities of the age, in 
a military, commercial , and postal point of view, is 
speedy communication between the Atlantic and l!acific 
States; and the Democratic Party pledge such Constitu
tional Government aid as will insure the con:;trnction of 
a railroad to the Pacific coast, at the earliest practicable 
period . 

5. Resolved, That the Democratic party are in fav.;r 
of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms 
as shall be honorable to ourselves and just to :-3pain. 

6. Resolved, 'J'hat the enactments of State Legislatures 
to defeat the fa1tllfu l execution of the .Fugiuve ti lave 
Law, are ho~tile in character, subver8ive of the Consti
tution , and re,·olutionary in their eJJect. 

Gen. Butle r, of Massachusetts, ag.lin repor ted 
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(as a minority) the Cincinnati Platform without/ of the original resolution proposed by the gentleman 
alteration. from North Carolina. 

It was evident, even before the report/ llfr. Butler's Platform affir~1s the Cincinnati 
of the majority was presented, that it would / ~latform., .and adds a 1:•solut10n for the protec
not be sustained by the Convention, though the t10n of c1t1zens abroac.l. 
Free-State majority evinced not only willing- The vote was then taken by States on l\Ir. Butler's 
ness but anxiety to conciliate their Sou them amendment, with the following result; yeas 105, nays 

198: 
brethren at any sacrifice not absolutely ruinous. Yeas-l\Iaine, 3; Massachusetts, s; Connecticut, 2}; 

'l'he majority of the Convention, confic.lent of New-Jersey, 5; Pennsylvania, 16t; Delaware, 3; l\Iary
their power to reject the majority report, were land, 5t; Virginia, 12i; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; 
~nxious for a vote ,· but the minority seemed 11Ii8souri, 4t; ~'ennessee, 11; Kentucky, 9; l\Iinnesota, 

1l-; Oregon, 3-105. 
determined to stave off definite action for that Nays-l\Iaine, 5; New-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
day, and carried their point by a system cur- Massachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3t; 
rently termed" filibustering,'' which would have New-York, 35; New-Jersey, 2; Pennsylvania, lOt; l\Iary-

- land, 2} ; Virginia, 2t; South Carolina, 8; Florida, 3 ; 
done no discredit to the House of Representa- Alabama, 9; Louisiana, 6; l\Iississip~i, 7 ; 'rexas, 4; 
tives at Washington. The confusion and hub- Arkansas, 4; lllissouri, 4t; Tennessee, 1 ; Kentucky, 3; 
bub which prevailed may be comprehended Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; ll1ichigan, 6; Wiscon-

sin, 5; Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 2t; California, 4-198. 
perhaps, by the following extract from the offi-
cial report of the proceedings : So the amendment was rejected. 

The minority report. (that of Mr. Samuels) 
llfr. Bigler obtained the floor, aml desired to suggest 

to the Convention that, by common consent, and without 
any further struggle, they should adjourn. (Cries of" I 
object!" "I object!") 

llfr. Hunter, of Louisiana.-I appeal to my Democratic 
friends of the South and my Democratie friends from all 
parts of the Union--(Cries of "order!" "ordel" !" and 
the greatest disorder prevailing in the Hall.) 

The President-'fhe Chair begs leave, once for all, to 
state-and the Chair entreats the Convention to listen to 
this declaration-that it is physically impossible for the 
Chair to go on in a contest with six hundred men as to 
who shall cry out loudest; and unless the Convention 
will come to order, and gentlemen take their places and 
proceed in order, the Chair \\"ill feel bound in duty to 
the Convention as well as to himself, to leave the chair. 
(Applause.) The Chair will wait to see whether it is pos
sible to have order in the House. 

llir. Samuels, of Iowa, appealed to the Convention to 
listen to a proposition of i\lr. Hunter of Louisiana. 

The President.-The Chair will entertain no motio!l 
until the Convention is restored to order, and when that 
iB done, the Chair desires to make another suggestion to 
the Convention. 'l.'he Chair has already stated that it is 
physically impossible for him to go on with the business 
of the Convention, so long as one-half of the members 
are upon their feet and engaged in clamor of one sort or 
'mother. The Chair begs leave to repeat that he knows 
mt one remedy fo1• such disorder, and that is for your 
residing officer to leave the chair. Ile, of course, 

rnul<l. deeply regret that painful necessity ; but it would 
ea less evil than that this incessant confusion and dis-

order, presenting such a spectacle to the people of South 
Carolina, should continue to pr<1ntil in this most honor
able body or so many respectable gentlemen of the hi"h
est standing in the community, engaged in debate'a~d 
deliberarion upon the dearest interests of the country. 
(Applause.) 

It was finally agreed that the vote should be 
taken the next dav-or rather the followino-

- 0 
Monday, and the Convention adjourned. 

On Mone.lay the 30th, the President stated the 
question as follows : 

The Convention will remember that, in the first 
place, the gentleman from North Carolina (llir. Avery) 
reported the resolutions of the majority of the commit
tee. '!.'hereupon the gentleman from Iowa (l\Ir. Samuels) 
moved an amendment to these resolutions, by striking 
out all after the word "re olved," and to insert the 
resolutions proposed by him, in behalf of a portion of 
minority of the committee. After which, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (:\Ir. Butler) moved, in behalf of an
other portion of the minority committee, to amend the 
amendment, by striking out all after the word "re-
8oh·ed," and inserting the propo3ition prnposed by him 
on behalf of that minority. 'l'he first question will 
De, therefore, upon the amendment moved by the gen
tleman from lllassachusetts ()Ir. Butler). 1f that amend
ment falls, the Convention will then come to a vote upon 
the amendment moved by the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. Samuels). If, however, the amendment of Mr. 
Butler prevails, then that amendment will have taken 
the place o! the am.,ndment moved by llfr. Samuels, and 
the next question will be upon substituting it in the place 
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was then read, and, after ineffectual attemptil 
to table the subject and proceed to a nomina
tion, the vote was taken and the minority 
report w~s adopted as an amendment or substi
tute, as follows : 

reas-1\Iaine, 8; New-Ilampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts, 7; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New
York, 35; New-Jerse.Y, 5; Pennsylvania, 12; Maryland, 
3t; Virginia, 1; lllissouri, 4; 'l'ennessee, 1 ; Kentucky, 
2t; Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11 ; Michigan, 6; 
Wisconsin, 5; Iowa, 4; l\Iinnesota, 4-165. 

Nays-:llassachusetts, 6; New-Jersey, 2; Pennsyl
vania, 15; Delaware, 3; l\Iaryland, 4t; Virginia, 14; 
North Caroliua, 10; South Carolina, 8; Georgia, 10; 
Florida, 3; Alabama, 9; Louisifina, 6; l\1ississippi, 7 ; 
Texas, 4; Arkansas, 4; lllissouri, 5; 'l'ennessee, 11 ; Ken
tucky, 9t ; California, 4; Oregon, 3-138. 

The question waR then taken on the adoption 
of the report as amended, the vote being taken 
on each resolution separately, and with the ex
ception of the one pledging the Democratic 
party to abide by the deci:;ions of the Supreme 
Court on the subject of Slavery in the Territo
ries-which was rejected-they were adopted 
by a vote which was ncarlv unanimous. 

'l'he delegation from Alabama, by its Chair
man, then presented a wriLten protest, signed 
by all its members, announcing their purpose to 
withdraw from the Convention. 'l'hey were 
followed by the delegations from Mississippi, 
Florida, Texas, all the Louisiana delegation 
except two, all the South Carolina delegation 
except three, three of the Arkansas delegation, 
two of the Delaware delegation (includirw 
Senator Bayard) and one from Korth Carolina~ 

The order of their withdrawal was as follows: 
ALABAMA. PROTESTS AND WITHDRAW~. 

Mr. Walker, of Alabama.-1\Ir. President, I am in
stcucted by the Alabama delegation to submit to this 
Convention a communication, and, with your permission, 
I will read it. 
To THE Ho:-<. CA.LEB Cusrrrno, 

President of the Democratic ~National 0o7l!VM/J
tion, now in 6ession in the Oity of Charleston, 
Sotith Carolina: 

The undersigned delegates, representing the State of 
Alabama in this Convention, respectfully beg leave to lay 
before your honorable body the following statements of 
facts: 

On the eleventh day of January, 1860, the Democratic 
party of the State of Alabama met in Convention, in the 
city of Montgomery, and adopted, with singular unani
mity, a series of resolutions herewith submitted: 

1. Resolved by the Democrary of the State of Alabama fo Con
vention a.ssemhle;el, That holding all issues and principlPs upon 
which they have heretofore alliliated and acted with the Na
tional Dt'mocral ic Party to be inferior iu dignity and impor
tance to the great ctuestion of Slavery, they content themselves 
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wilh a general re-affirmance of the Cincinnati p!alform as to j spect<> suhject to criticism, we should not hiive felt our
fiuch i•stws, and also indorse said plat1brm as to :::laxery, selves in duty bound to withhold our acquiesce11ce. 
together witl1 the following resoluuous: I But it has ueen the pleasure of this Conv~ntion, hy an 

2. Resolced further, 'l'bat we re-an1rm so much of the first almost exclu,ive sectional vote not representina a ma• 
resolution or the platform adopted 111 the Corwent10n by the I . . - -D . 1 • ' 1 , 1 " 1 
Democracy of this State, on the 8th uf Ja 11 uary, 18.56. as JOnty of the emocra_t1c e ec,orn_ vote, to_ ar opt a _P _at
rehtes to the subject of s1,werv to-wit: "'l he unquflhfied to1·m wl11ch does not, 111 our opm1on, nor rn the op1111on 
rigl1t of the people of the S!ftvehcil~ling St<tt~s to the protection of tl10>e who urge it, embody in substance tl1e pri11ciples 
of their property in the St;1tes, in the 'l'erriwries, and in the of the Alabama resolutions. That Pia t f"orm is as follows : 
wildern~;s, in 1\-hieh 1'erriLorial G O\-ernments are as yet unor
ganized. 

3. Rrsoll"edfurther, That in order to meet ~nd clc,~r away all 
obstacles to a full enjoyment of Lins right in the l c1-r1torics, 
we re-aUirm the principle of the \Ith n·soluuon of the Plat
form acloptNl 111 Com·ent1011 by the Dcmor:ra<·y of this State, 
on the Hth of Februarv, lbl8, to wit: "'l hat it is the tlmy of 
the General Go,·ernment, by all proper legblation, to se<.:ure 
an entry iuto those Territories to all the citizens of the U11ited 
Suites, LO"cther with their property of enry description, and 
that the s~me should be protected by the Unitetl Status while 
the Territories are under its authority." 

4. l.lt.\o/ved/11• tllf'r, That the Constitution of the United Stfltes 
is a compact between sornreign and co-equal States, united 
upon 1lrn basis of perfect equality of rights and pri,-ileges. 

5. Rewlvedfurthu, That the 'l"enilol"ies of the United States 
fl.re common property, in \\"hJch the States have_ equal rights, 
and lo which the citizens of every State may r1gh1fully emi
grate, wi1h tlwir sl<n-es or other property recognized as such 
in flny of the SllLtes of the Union, or by the Constitution of the 
UniLed ~tates . 

6. He.,olred further, That the Congress of the U niled States 
hflR no po\1-er to auolish Slavery in the Territories, or to pro
hibit i1s i11l1wluetion into any of them. 

7. llrsolred further, 'I hat the Territorial Legislatures, creat
e< I by the le.gislation of Congress, ba,-e no power to abolish 
i::'la\·ery, or to prohibit rhe introduction of the same, or to im
pair by unfri»nclly !P-gislation the security and full enjoyment 
ut" the same within the Territories; and such constitutional 
power certainly does not belong to the people of the Territo
ries in any capacity, before, in the exercise ofa lawful_ authori
ty. llH•y form a Constitution preparatory to adm1ss10n as a 
8tatc into the l'nion; and their acuon, in the ex<"rcise of such 
law fol authority, certainly cannot opernte or lake effect before 
tbdr actual admission as a State imo the Union. 

8. l:!e.,olce<lfurther, That the principl<'S enunf"ialed by Chief 
Justice Taney, in his opinion in the Dre<l Stntt case, deny to 
the Territorrn.l Legislature lhe powpr to destroy or ilnpair, by 
any lc1'islation wlnle,·er, the right of propc,rty in slaves, and 
maintain it to be the du1y of tlw Fe<ieral Go,·ernment, in all 
of its departments, to protect rhe rights of the owner of such 
property in the Territories; and 1he princip!Ps RO decllLred 
are hen·!Jy asst'rted to be the rights of the South, and the i:iouth 
should maintain them. 

9. Ruolred/11rther, That we hold all of the foregoing propo
sitions to conln.in cardinal prinC'iple8-trur in the1nsch·es-and 
just. and proper, and necessary for the safety or all that is 
!lear to us ; and we do hereby instruct our· dt(egates to the 
Uharleston Convention to prest'nt thPnl for 1he cal1n consider
J.tion and n.pprontl of that botly-froru whose justice and 
patriotism w1 .. anti<"ir,>atP tlwir adopt1on. 

10. lfrsolred f111"tltel', Thflt our dei<'Ufltes to the Charleston 
Coll\·ention ar.' h '1·eby expr<'S<ly inslructeLl lo ins.isl that said 
Convention sh:11l adopt a platforu1 of principles 1 recognizing 
distinctly the ri~h!s of the ,...onth. as asst•rted in the foregoing 
rcsolu:ions; a11Ll if Uie said 1'a!ional Convention shall refuse 
to adopt, in snbstance, the propositions embraced in the pre
ceding refolntions 1 prior to no111inating c;and1da1es 1 our dele· 
glLles to Sfli•l Co1wemion are hereby positively instructed to 
Withdraw lherrfrom. 

ll. l~tsolre<l /01ther, That our deleglLtes to the Charleston 
Convrn1io11 shall cast the rn1e of Alabama as a unit, and a 
majority of ou1· deleglLte£ shall determine bow the vote of this 
State slrnll be giv<·n. 

12. Itr·so7r~rl /1u t/1Pr, That an F.xrrnlivc Committee, to con
sist of Oil<' from •·a<·h Congru"ional l>islric·t, lie nppoiuted, 
whos1• dn1v i1_ ~hall he. in 1h, P\"f'llt lha.t Olll' rlPle~fves ·with
draw froui 1h • Ch;1rlf'~·on l"nn\·~·n'ion. in olwdi1·nce lo 1he lO~h 
r~solntio11. 10 eall a. ~.·011\·~ntioa ol ll11· ik1uoc·rilC\' of Alabama 
to meet at illl early day to tonsiJer what is !Jest io be done. 

Under these resolutions, the undersigned received their 
appointment, and participated iu the action of this Con
vention. 

By the resolution of instruction, the tenth in the series, 
we were directed to insist that the platform adopted by 
this ConvE·ntion should embody, "in whole," the proposi
tions embraced in the preceding resolutions, prior to 
nominating candidates. 

Anxious, if possible, to continue our relations with this 
Convention, and thus to maintain the nationality of the 
Democratic party, we agreed to accept, as the substance 
of the Alabama platform, either of the two reports sub
mitted to this Convention by the majority of the Commit
tee on Resolutions-this majority representing not only 
a majority of the States of the "C'nion, but also the only 
States at all likely to be carried \Jy tl1e Democratic party 
in the Presidential election. We heg to make these re
ports a part of this communication. 

[Sec heretofore the two sets of resolutions re
ported by Mr. Avery.] 

'l'hese reports received the indorsemen t in the Com
mittee on Reso lutions of every Southern State, a11cl, hnd 
either of them been adopted as the phtt fo rm of p r inciples 
of the Democratic p arty, a ltho ugh p ossibly in some r e-

[IIerc follow Mr. Samueb' resolutions as adop
ted. See Platform.] 

The points of difference between the Northern and 
Southern Democracy are; 

1st. As regards tl1e status of Slavery as a political in
stitution in tl1e Territories whibt they remain Territories , 
and the power of the people of a Territory to exclude it 
by unfriendly legislation; and 

2rl. As regards the duty of the Federal Government to 
protect the owner of slaves in the enjoyment of his pro
per 1y in the 'l'erritories so long as they remain such . 

'l'his Convention has refused, by the Platform adopted , 
to set1le either of these propo>itions in favor of the South. 
We deny to the people of a Territory any power to legis
late against the institution of Slavery; and we assert 
that it is the duty of the Fede:-al Government, in all its 
depH1tmenrs, to protect the owner of slaves in the enj oy
ment of his property in the Territories. 'J'hese princi
ples, as we stlLte them, are emborliL<l in the Alabama 
Plat form . 

Here, then, is a plain, explicit and direct issue bet~een 
this Convention and the constitueucy which we have the 
honor to represent in this hody. 

Instructed as we a 1 e, not to waive this is•ue, the con 
tingency, therefore, has arisen, when, in our opinion, it 
becomes our duty lo withdrnw from this Convention . 
We beg, sir , to commuuic~te this fact throngh you, and 
to Hssure the Convention that we do so in no >pirit of 
anger, but under a sense of imperative o\Jligation, pro
perly appreciating its responsil>ilities and c:heerfully sub
mitting to its consequences. 

L. P. WALKER, Chairman. 
J. S. LYON, 
Jou:;- A. WINSTON , 
ROill!RT G. SC01'T, 
A. B. i\h:1~K, 
J . R. BHEARffi, 
II. j) . SMITJJ, 

J AS. lHWIN, 

"'· L. y ANC>Y, 
D. "' liAINI>: 
~- ][. R DAWSON, 
R ~r. PATTON, 
W. C. l\lclv1m, 

0. 0. lJARPER, 

LEWIS II. CATO, 
JNO. W . PonTl8 , 
F. G. NOHMAN, 
W. C. GUILD, 
JULIUS 0. B. l\1JTCHJ;LL, 
" .. C. SH>:RHOJJ, 
G. G. GRIFFIN, 
J. 'I'. BRADFOHD, 
~'. J. lJ u 1l!n.1·r, 
A. G. HENRY, 

'r~r. i\I. HIWOKS, 
R. CHAPMAN. 

Mr. ·walker also presented a resolution to the 
effect that no other person than the retiring dele
gates had any authority to represent Alabama 
in the Convention. 

The Alabama delegation then withdrew fro m 
the hall. 

MISSISSIPPI WITllDRA WS . 

Mr. Barry, of Mississippi.-! am instrncted by the 
l\Iississippi delegntion to state that they retire from the 
Convention with the delegation from Alabama. (Cheers. ) 
'l'hey have prepared a protest, which they desire to sub
mit, but by accident it is not now here. I desire also to 
state that they have adopted unnnimously ii resolution 
that they are the only delegMes-whic:h is uncontested
and that no one is or shall l>e authorized to represent 
them in their absence upon tlie floo r of the Convention. 
(Cheer•.) 

!\fr. l\Iouton, of Louisiana.- 1\Ir. President , I have but 
a short communication to make to the Convention . I do 
not do it as an individual. I am authorized to say by 
the delegates represent ing Louisiana in thi; Convention , 
that they wi ll not participate any longer in the proceetl
ings of this Convention . (Cheers.) H eretofore we h:we 
been in the habit of saying that the Democracy of the 
country was harrnonious. (Laughter.) Can we say ,o 
to-day with any trnth? Are we not <livicJetl, and divided 
in such a manner that we can never be recouciled, be
cause we are divitled upon principle? Can we agree to 
the Platform adopted by the majority of the Convent ion , 
and then go home to our cons1it11ents anti put. one con
struction on it, while Northern Democrat' put another ? 
No, Mr. Presit.lent, I think I ~peak the sentimen t of my 
State when I ~ay that she will never pliy ,uch a p a r t . 
(Cheers) If we a re to fi ght the Black Republicans t o
gether , let us do it, with a bold front; let us use the sa 1110 
arms ; let us sustain the same principles. I was will in!!, 
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ti · · · I t do away with the necessity of 1 li·res before they will acknowledge the principle which we ns n1orn1ng, 1n on er o ' . . 1 f . 
all the•e vote< and to ascertain if there was a maJonty contenc ot. . . . 
l .' d 1 "'. n ns snch a Platform-I was Gentlemen, in such a situation ofthmgs m the Conven-
iere i ea Y o impose upo 't' f t t ·tis 1 i"' t that we should part. 

willing, myself, that the majority of the Convention should I ion o ?ur grea p~r y_, i · o:' , R 
· d I PlfLtform as 'Uited them and Go yom way, n,nd \\e will go onis. 'Ihe..,outh leaves you 

retire ftn prepare s_utc 
1 

ad .f 'tlrnt Platf;rm did not'give -not like Ha"fit', cl riven into the wilderness, friendless 
to talrn a vote upon 1 , an i · 1 1 1 "'rt II s h · h · and for them I · tl - .. teeo which we are entitled to under the anc a one-mt . e out ei n me_n ere, . , 
~s 1;~e /nai~n - ould have been ready to do what Lell the North, tlrnt., in less tl1an sixty day', you v•1ll find 

ons.1 u ion,! .
1
en weTlwe l'l"fform which the rnaJ'ority ;f a united South standing side by side with us. (Prnlonged 

we ar ~ now < orng. 1 ~ 1 1 · · I · ) 
this Convention has adopted does not give us those guar- anc, ent rns1a,t1c c 1eern:g . 

0 
I · I !'ti d to for the ]Jrotection of our \\ e stand firm and i111111ovable, and while we re. pect 

antees w iic l we are en i e ' . . ·t . I' A d ae1tlemen let me 
property in the'l'erritories. 'Ve wish to wear no two faces you," e must 1 e'pec oui se 1 es. n 'o 1 . , 

in this conte t. We wish to meet the B'ack Republicans say to you ~,f the North now, that th.; time may ,come 
'th th · .. 1 ·nable doctrines bolrlly · and if our friends when you will need us more than we need you. I . peak 

'tvhi · D "
11 a.~'1".

11 f1 • th F ·ee States c~nnot. J'oin us ancl to those who .represent" the green hills of l\'e•v n~ngland ;" 
e emoc1.ts 10111 e i • I 1 t ti ... · l "f tie Union There fiaht with us we musL fio-ht our own bflttle. "'e are ready spea' o_ ie nnpena center 0 .. ' · .. 

tc;' meet the \,sue made" by the Black Republicans like slumbers_ 111 your midst _a latent spa1 !~-:-not o_f pohti~al 
meP, bnt we shall battle for what we conceive to be the sectionalism, but of soc1a_l d_1seord-\I hich m<1y yet. 1 :
truth, and not f·lr profit. For these rerisons, I ,1m alltho- qmre '.lie_ conservative pn~ciples o: the s~uth to s_a\e 

· l I 1 1 t' t announce that ti ey withdraw your 1eg1on of country f1 om ana1 chy and confusion. 
nzer JY rnv < e ega ion ° ' ' 11· '1 t !' 'l'h e ·of the .Black f· ll c' e tion At the same time I should st rite e nee< not your pro " C ion. e pow i . 
t;i~i~ac~e thaott':v~' of ihe delegation do not' join us in this Republicans is nothing to us. \Ye are safe 111 our own 

t (L d Cheers) At the same time I ,Jrnuld strength anrl security, so long ris we marntam our rights. 
rnovemen . ou · - ' ' G. I I 1 d t · l too lona I ·1<k in 
~tale that those who sent us here instructed us to vote as ent emen, . iave e ~lll.e~ Y 0.~ . "'.' . .' · • _ 
a unit, >tnd we contend, therefore, tlrn,t we are entitled to conclus1on, that the few ".01d, wl~1ch a1e h~1e wi1tten .. 

ive the whole vole of tlie State, and that no one else is word,s of conrle,y, but wo1ds of ti uth. so f,u .as ':'Y. glo11-
g 'tl d 1 · ·t t d' 'de i·t ous ::ltate is conceined-may be read m yom hcu11ng. enti c o g1 ve i or o i vi . 

:Mr. 1Iouton made some additional remarks, 
but owin'! to the confusion which prevailed in 
the hall, the reporter was unable to hear them. 

Mr. Glenn, of l\Iississippi.-lllr. President and gentl e
men of this Convention: For the first time, for the only 
time, for the last time, in the name of the State that I 
have the honor in prirt to represent here, I desire to say 
I.Jut n few words to this Convention. I hold in my hand 
the solemn act of her delegation upon this floor, and I 
say to you, gentlemen, that His not a h'.'sty ac~ion; that 
it is not one conceived in passion, or earned out 111 capnce 
or disappointment. It is the firm resolve of the great 
body of the people whom we represent., which wu' ex
presse<l in the Convention that se~t us here, ancl th:it re
solve, that peopJ ,., and we, t11eir representa'live,, will 
maintain at .i:l cost and at all hazards. (Loud cheers.) 

We came here not to dictate to the represPntatives of 
other sovereign States. Since we have been here_, m1r in
tercourse has heen courteous so far as personalit1es are 
concerned. ·we loave all sought, anrt I believe have Hil 
been able, to conduct ourselves as gentlemen. .Ilut we did 
not come here to exercise the courtP-sies of life alone. 
'Ve came to settle the principles upon which our party 
must rnst anrl n.ust st,rnd. 'Ve came here, gentlemen of 
the North, not to ask you to adopt a principle which you 
couhl sny was opposed to your consciences ancl to your 
principles. ll'e did not believe it to be so. We came as 
equal members of n common confederacy, simply to ask 
you to Hcknowletlge our equal rights within that 0onfeole· 
rricy. (Clieer,.) 8i1-, at Cincinnati we adopter! a Plat
form on which \\-e all agreed. Now answer me, ye men 
of the North, of the Etst, of the South, and of the West, 
what was the construction placed upon that Platform in 
different sections of the Union? You at the West saicl it 
meant one thing. we of the South said it meant another. 
Either we were right or you were right; we were wrong 
or you were wrong. \Ve came here to ask you which was 
right and which was wrong. You have maintained your 
position. You say that you cannot give u an ack11ow
ledgment of that right, which I tell you here now, in 
coming time will be your only safety in your contests 
with the Black Republicans of Ohio anu of the North. 
(Cheers.) 

Why. sir, turn bnck to the history of your own !en.ding 
men. 'l'here sits n rlistinguisherl gentleman, (Hon. CJ1arles 
E. Stuart, of l\Iichigan,) once a representative of one of 
the sovereign States of the Union in the Senate, who 
then voted that. Congress hml the constitutional power to 
pass the Wilmot Proviso, and to exclutle Slavery from the 
Territories; and now. when the Supreme Coun has said 
that it has not that pmrnr, he comes forward anrl tells 
!IIissi"ippians that that snme Congress is impotent to 
protect that same epecies of properly. 'l'here sits my 
distingui~he<I frienrl. the Senator from Ohio, (~lr. Pugh,) 
who, hut a few nights 'ince, told us from that stand 1hat 
if a 'l'enitorial G"vernment totally misused their powers 
or abused them, Congress could wipe ont that, 1'el'l'itoi·ial 
Government altogether. And yet, when we come here 
ancl ask him to "ive u' proteciion in case thn.t 'l'erritorial 
Government r"bs us of our property and strikes tl1e star 
whic·h answers to the name of Mississippi from the flag of 
the Union, so far as the Comtitution i.rives lier prot~ction, 
he tells us, with his hand upnn his heart-ns Gov. Payne, 
of Ohio, had before done-that they will part with their 

Mr. Ma t.hewc:, of i\Iississi ppi, then read the 
following document. 

To the Pt'esident of the Democ1'atic Convention: 
Srn: As Chairman of the dele~rntion, which has thCJ 

honor to represent the St;ite of l\Iississippi upon this 
floror, I de,irn to be hetird by yo11 and by the Convention. 

In common consul1ation we have met here, the repre
sentatives of sister States, to resolve the prineiples of a 
great party. While maintaining principles, we profess 
1io spirit save that of harmony, conciliation, the success 
of our part.y, and the safety of our organization. But to 
the for111e1· Lhe latter mu~t yielrl-for no organization is 
valuable without it, and no success is honorable which 
does not crnwn it. 

We came here simply nsking a recognition of the equal 
rights of our State under the laws and Con>titulion of our 
common Government; 1hat our right to property should 
he asserted, and the protection of that property, when 
necessary, should be yielrled by tlie Governi11ent which 
claims our allegiance. We had regarded government 
and protection as correlative ideas, and that so long as 
the one was mailltHined the other still endured. 

After a deliberation of many dHys, it has been an
nounced to us by a controlling majority of Hepre,enta
tives of nearly one·hf>lf the Slates of this Union, and thnt 
too, in the mo<t sulemn and impressive manner. 1hat our 
de111and cannot he met and our rights CH nnot be recog
nized. While it is grnnted 1hat the capacity of the 
Federal Government is ample to protect all other pro
perty within its jurisdiction, it is claimed to be i111potent 
wl1en called upon to act in favor of a species of prnperty 
recognized in fifteen sovtreign States. Within Lhose 
States, even Black Republican; a.dmit it to be guaranteed 
by the Constitu1ion, Hnd to be only assailed by a lligher 
Law; without them, they claim the power to prohibit or 
destroy it. 'l'he controling mnjority of Northern repre
sentativt'S on this floor, while they deny all power to 
•lestroy, equ.illy deny all power to protect; nnrl tliis, they 
a';;ure w;, i<, and must, and shall be the condition of our 
euopernt1on in the next Presidential election. 

In this st.nte of affairs, our duty is plain a11d obvious. 
'rhe State which e1.t us here, announced to us her prin
cip'es. In common with seventeen of her sista States, 
she !ms asked a recog11i1 ion of her OonsLitutioiml rights. 
These have been phinly and expliciLly denied to her. 
We bave offerer! to yield everything except an abandon
ment. of her rights-everything except her honor-and 
it has availed us nothing. 

As the ltepresenratives of !lfississippi, knowing her 
wishes-as honorable men, regarding her commands-we 
withdraw from tbe Convention, and, as far as our action 
is concerned, absolve her from r.ll conn.,ction with this 
bocly, and all responsibility for its action, 

'l'o you, sir, as presiding officer of the Convention while 
it has existed in its integrity, we desire, collecti,ely as a 
delegation, and individually as men, to tender the highes' 
assurances of our profound respect and consideration. 

Signed : D. C. Glen, Chairman of the Mississippi dele
g-ation; George 11. Gordon, J>Jmes Drone, Beverly 
Mathew,. J. 'l'. Simms, Joseph R. Davi•, W. S. "'ilson, 
!<Hae Enloe, Charles l\cJwal'd llocker, W. H. II. Tison, 
ELhelbert l3arksdale, W. :>. l3arry, J. 1\1. 'l'hornson. 

Mr. \la thews then announced that a merting 
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of 1:1.ll those ll'ho svmpathized with them in this [received aoongst you, and which we !;ave returned with 
, , . Id · l ]·' . , l ]· l · _ the kindest feelings of our hearts. "' e part from you 

~Io vi; 111 t 11 t 11 ou be le u at 8 O c OC' t 11s even [ without any unkind feeling. We respect you as gentle-
111g, ll1 Sr. Andre1Y's Ilall. men, but differing, as we do, upon principles vital to our 

The }{i,;si,.~ippi ueleO'ation then withdrew from [most sacred interests, in the same spirit of wisdom and 

tl C . . 0 affection which caused Abraham and Lot to pass on, one 
ie on 1 ent1ou. in one direction and the other in a different one, we bid 

SOUTH CAROLIN.A. WITHDR.A. WS. 

The lI n. James Simons, of South Carolina.-1\Ir. Pre
sideut, I a111 directed by the delegation from South Caro
lina re>pectfully to pr~o;ent tlte following document. 
To THE llox. CALED CUSDING, 

P1·esident of the Charleston Convention: 
We, the undersigned Delegates appointed by the Demo

cratic State Convention of South Carolina, beg leave re
spectfully to state that, according to the principles enunci
ated in their Platform at Columbia, the power, either of 
the Federal Government or of its agent, the Territo
rial Government, to abolish or legislate against property 
in slaYes, by either direct or indirect legislation, is especi
ally denied ; and as the Platform adopted by the Conven
tion palpably and intentionally prevents any expression 
affirming the incapacity of the Territorial Government so 
to legislate, that they would not be acting in good faith to 
their principles, or in accordance with the wishes of their 
constituents, to longer remain in this Convent.ion, and 
they hereby respectfully announce their withdrawal there
from. 

JAMES Smoxs, 
S. l\lcGOWAN, 
B. lI. WILSON, 
R. B. BOYLSTON, 
JAS. 11. WITHERSPOON, 
E. IV. CHARLES, 

THOS. Y. Smoxs, 
JAS. PATTERSON, 
B. H. BROWN, 
J. A. 1\1 ETTS, 
JOHX S. PRESTON. 
FR.L'IKLANn GAILLARD, 

G. N. REYNOLDS, Jr. 

The reading of this pa per was greeted with 
frequent bursts of most enthusiastic cheering 
on the floor and iu the galleries. 

I am further inst.meted to say, thitt the communication 
is signed by all the delegation but three members. 

The South Carolina delegation then withdrew 
from the Convention amidst loud cheering. 

FLORID.A. RETIRES. 

l\Ir. Milton, of Florida.-:\Ir. President: Representing 
the State of Florida., it is with feelings of sadnes~ that I 
present myself before you to bid adieu to the men of 
talent and men of high and noble feelings from the North 
and West, who have met. us here upon this occasion. 
But differences have arisen between us which, as honor
able men, we cannot adjust. It has been asked, time and 
again, why we should invite gentlemen from the Nort.h
west, the North and the East, to come and occupy higher 
grnund than we did when we stood together and 
triumphed on the Cincinoati Platform? Since that time, 
gentlemen, according to your own report, a mighty 
power has arisen in your midst, deriviug much of its 
strength and support from the Democrats of the North. 
I allude to the Black Republican party-a party which 
promulgates to the couutry that they have a higher law, 
a law known only to thern'selves-1 hope not known to 
you-but superior to the Constitution. And, gentlemen, 
let me tell you that we came here expecting to be met 
hand in hand, a.nd heart in heart, and to have formed a 
line shoulder to shoulder with you to drive back this 
swelling tide of fanaticism. But, gentlemen, how have 
we been met by you? I am proud to say that we have 
heen met with high-toned generosity by Oregon and Cali
fornia. (Cheers.) I am proud to say that supporters of 
our claim for equal rights have boldly presented them
selves from the good old State of Pennsylvania. (Cheers.) 
While we have entertained great respect for your talent 
an1l integrity, yet we bid adieu to you of the Northwest 
without so much feeling of regret, as you have hardened 
your hearts and stiffened your necks against the rights of 
the South. (Cheers and laughter.) But, we say to you, 
gentlemen from Oregon anrl California, and Pennsylvania 
anrl other States, who have come forward with the hand 
of fellow;hip, that we part from you with feelings of 
heartfelt sorrow. 

Mr. llandall , of Pennsylvania.-And New-Jersey. 
l\1r. llii!ton.-I did not forget New-Jersey, nor could I 

forget i\lassachusetts. l\1y remark was general. Where
ever and whenever a gent.lemen from the North, the 
East or the West, has had the manliness to rise up and 
vindicate our rights, our hearts have been at his com
mand. (Cheers.) 

We thank you, gentlemen, for the courtesies we have 

you a most respectful adieu. (Loud cheers.) One more 
remark, and I have done. '!.'he delegation from the State 
of Florida has unanimously passed a resolution that no 
one is authorized, when we shall retire, to represent 
lrloricla in this Convention. I confess, in all frankness, 
that I deem the resolution wholly unnecessary, because 
I believe there is too high a sense of honor amongst gen
tlemen here from the North, and the East, and the West, 
to permit any mH n to skulk in here to represent Florida. 

lllr. Eppes, of Florida, then read the following protesta
tion : 

To THE HON. CALED CUSHING, 
President of the Democ1'atic National Convention: 
'l'he undersigned, Democratic delegates from the State 

of Florida, enter this their solemn protest against the 
action of the Convention in voting do"n the Platform of 
the majority. 

Florida, with her Southern sisters, is entitled to a clear 
a.nd unambiguous recognition of her rights in the Terri
tories, and this being refused by the rejection of the 
majority report, we prote8t against receiving the Cincin
nati Platform with the inteq;retation that it favors the 
doctrine of Squatter Sovereignty in the Territories
which doctrine, in the name of the people represented by 
us, "e repncliate. 

T. J. Eppes, B. F. Wardlaw, John :l!Iilton, J.B. Owens, 
C. F. Dyke, delegates from Florida. 

The delegates from Florida, before retiring, have 
unanimously adopted the following Resolution : 

Resoltved, '!.'hat no person, not a regularly appointed 
delegate, !tas a right to cast the vote of the State ot 
Florida in this Convention. 

JOHN l\IJLTON, Chairman of Delegatioo. 

TEXAS WITIIDRAWS, 

l\fr. Bryan, of Texas, who was received with loud cheers, 
said : l\lr. President and gentlemen of the Convent.ion
'l'exas, through her delegates on this floor, on the land ot 
Calhoun, where "truth, justice and the Constitution" 
was proclaimed to the South, says to the South-this day 
you stancl erect. (Loud cheers.) Whilst we deprecate 
the necessity which calls for our parting with the dele
gates from the other States of this Confederacy, yet it is 
an event that we, personally, have long- looked to. Edu
cated in a Northern College, I there first learned that 
there was a North and a South; there were two literary 
Societies, one Northern and the other Southern. In the 
Churches, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the 
Presbyterian Church, are North and South. Gentlemen 
of the North and Northwest, God grant that there may 
be but one Democratic party I It de-pends upon your 
action, when you leave here, whethei· it shall be so. Give 
not aid and comfort to the Black Republican hosts ; but 
say to the South," You are our equals in this Confederacy, 
and your lives, your persons and property, equally with 
those of the Northern States, are protected by the Con
stitution of the Federal Union." What is it that we, the 
Southern Democrats, are asking you to acknowledge? 
Analyze it and see the meaning ; and it is this-that we 
will not ask quite as much of you as the Black Republi
cans, and if you only grant what we ask, we can fight 
them. We blame you not if you really hold these opinions, 
but declare them openly, and let us separate, as did 
Abraham and Lot. I have been requested to read this 
protest on the part of t!te delegates from 'l'exas, and to 
ask the courtesy of the Convention that it be spread upon 
the minutes of its proceedings. 

HON. CALEB CUSHING, 
President of the Democratic National Convention: 
The undersigned, delegates from the State of Texas, 

would respectfully protest against foe late acLion of this 
Convention, in refusing to adopt the report of the majority 
of the Co=ittee on Resolutions, which operates as the 
virtual adoption of principles affirming doctrines in oppo
sition to the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred 
Scott case, and in c.onflict with the Federal Constitution, 
and especially opposed to the platform of the Democratic 
party of 'l'exas, which declares : 

1st. That the Democratic party of the State of Texas 
reaffirm and concur in the principles contained in the 
platform of the National Democratic Convention, held at 
Cincinnati in June, 1856, as a true expression of political 
faith and opinion, and herewith reassert and set forth the 
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principles therein contained, a~ emb1:acing the ?n.ly doc-1 s.e1'.t::_th·;s of the, Democracy of Arkansas be instr~cted. to 
trine which c·rn preserve the mtegnty of the Cmon and 1etH•- ftom .s:ud Comennon, and r e.fuse to a1drn U1e selection 

I .· '1 f tl St t " . . l . · t·n,.,. any I of any candidate whomsoever by said Convennon. 
~he equa :1g1ts o rn a ~s, exp1ess Y. ieJeC 1 " 4th. Tli<tt the unity of the Democratic party and the safoty 
111terpretat.10n thereof f;wormg the dodnne known as of the Sou1h demands the adoption of the t'il"o-thirds rule bv 
Squatter Sovereignty," and that we will continue to ad- the Char!Pston Con,-enlion of the Democracy of the United. 
here to and abide by the principles and doctrines of the I State~, and that our cldeg.atcs lo saiJ Com·en1ion be rcquir~d 
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of 179S and 1799 and to 111s1st upon a1;d ;ua1mam the aJoplwu thereof as au md1s-
Mr. Madison's report relative thereto. pensable ncces.,JI). 

2d. 'l'hat it is the right of every citizen to take his . In accordance with the instruc~ions contained in resolu
property, of any kind, including slaves, into the common tion 3d above, one of tbe D:nder~1gn~d had th~ honor, on 
territory belonging equally to all the States of the Con- the second _day o~ the se~s1on of tb~s Con vent10nl to offer 
federacy, aud to have it protected there under the Federal to ~he co_ns1derat10n of thJS Com·ent10n the followmg r eso
Constitution. Neither Congress nor a Territorial Legisla- lut10n, viz.: 
ture, nor any human power, has any authority, either "Resolved, That the Convention will not proceed to nomi
directly or indirectly, to impair these sacred rights; and nate a candidate for the Preoiden~y umil tlie l:'latforn1 shall 
tliey ll'tving been affirmed by the decision of the Supreme have been made"-
Court in the Dred Scott case, we declare that it is the Which said resolution 'i\"as passed by the Convention with 
duty of the Federal Government, the common agent of all great unanimity. Subsequently, the Committee on Reso
the States, to establi;,h such government, and enact such lutions and Platform, appointed by the Convention, in ac
htws for the Territories, and so change the same, from cordance with the usages and customs of the Democratic 
time to time, as may be necessary to insure the protection party of the United States, agreed upon and reported to 
and preservation of these rights, and prevent every in- this Convention a platform of principles, recognizing the 
fringement of the same. The affirmation of this principle principle contained in the resolutions of the Democracy of 
of the Linty of Congress to simply protect the rights of pro- Arkansas, above recited, and fully asserting the equal 
perty, is nowise in conflict witl1 the heretofore established rights of the Southern States in the coU1111on Territories of 
and well-organized principles of the Democratic party, the United States, and the duty of the llederal Govern
that Congress does not possess the power to legislate ment to protect those rights when necessary, according to 
Slavery into the Territorie;, or to exclude it therefrom. the usages and customs of the Democracy of the United 

Recognizing these declarations of principles as instruc- States, as developed by the practice of said Democracy as
tions to us for our government in the National Convention, sembled in Com·ention on former occasions, and in strict 
and believing that a repudiation of them by all the accordance, as is believed by the undersigned, with the 
Northern States, except the noble States of Oregon and compact and agreement made by and between the 
California, the whole vote of w·bich is more than doubtful Democrats of the several States, upon which the Con
in the ensuing Presidential election, demand from us our ventions of the Democrncy of the United States were 
unqualiO.ed disapproval. agreed first to be founded, and assented to l>y the 

The undersigned do not deem this the place or time to• several Southern States. '£he report and determination 
discuss the practical illustration that has been given of the of the Committee on Platform became and was hencefor
irrepressible conflict between the Northern and Southern ward the platform of the Democracy of the Cnitcd 
States, Lhat has prevailed in this Convention for the last States, and this Convention had no duty to perform in re
week. lation thereto but to r eceive, confirm and publish t.he 

It is sufficient to say that, if the principles of the same, and cause it to be carried into effect wbere,·cr in 
Northern Democracy are properly represented by the the respective States the Democracy 1,-ere able to enforce 
opinion and action of the majority of the delegates from their decrees at the ballot box. 
that section on this floor, we do not hesitate to declare 'l'he undersigned are confirmed in this opinion by 
that their pd.nciples are not only not ours, but, if adliered reference not only to the history of the past, whioh 
to and enforced by them, will destroy this Union. shows that in all instances the sovereif[nt~- of t.he States, 

In consideration of the foregoing facts, we cannot I and not the electornl votes of the States, lrns uniformly 
remain in the Convention. 'Ve conseLJuently respectfully been represented in the Committee on Platforms, and 
withdraw, lea.-ing no one authorized to cast the vote of the that the report of the Committee has inrnriably been 
State of Texas. r egistered as the supreme h1w of the Democratic purf;y hy 

Guy !II. Bryan, Chairman; F. R. Lubbock, F. S. Stock- unanimous consent of the entire Convention, without 
dale, E. Greer, IL R. Runnells, Wm. Il. Ochiltree, 111. II'. changing or in any manner altering an:r part or portion 
Covey, Wm. lI. Parsons, R. \Vard, J. F. Crosby. thereof. It is asserted, a~ a part of our traditional policy, 

ARK,\XSAS RETIRES. 

11r. Burrow, of Arkansas, read 
protest. 

and confidently belie.-ed, that the Democracy of tho 
United States, by a peculiar system of checks :rn,1 

the following balances, formed after the fashion of the Feder:tl GoYern-
~ ment, were contr:icted and l.Jound themsell·es to fully 

recognize the sovereignty of the States in ma king tbe 
platform, and the population or masses of the States in Ho:<1. CALEB Cusmxa, 

p,·eslilent of Ohal'leston 0o'J1;ventlon: 
Tbe undcr,;igne<l, delegates accredited by the Demo

cracy of Arkans,ts to represent said Democracy in the 
Convention of the Demoerncy of the United States, assern
hlell on the :!3Ll d pril, ltlGO, beg leave to subm it the follow
ing protest, against certain actions of this Convention, 
and statement of tlte causes which, in thdr opinion, require 
tltem to retire from this Convention: 

1st. 'l'he Convention of the Democracy of the State of 
Arkansas, convened at Utt.le llock on the. 2d day of April, 
lSGO, passed among other things, the following resolutions, 
viz.: 

1st. Resolrcd, We the Democracy of .A.rknnqrrs. through onr 
r·~prespnta!in~·-s in ConvPntion rtsse111bled 1 procLtiin our coufi· 
dencc i11 the drtue an'l intelli~ence of the people, ant! un
ahatc< l faith in the principles of the Democracy. 

2d. We re-affirm the poliLical prinf'ipi'es cnuncifLted in the 
Cincinmtli platform by the D•,mocracy of the United 8tale' 
in .Jnne, 1&>6, anti assert as illustrative thereof, thrtt neither 
Cong-ress nor a Terrilorirtl LegLslatut·e, whether bv direct 
leryishtion or by legislation of au indirect and unfrio.noil v dutr
ar'ter, pos::;e8se~ ~he power lo a1.1nul or i?npair the <:011s1it.u1ional 
ricrh•.s of any c1t1zc11 of the Umted States to take his shwc pro
prr'y into the comn:wn Terril-0rics, and there hold and enjoy 
the 'rrm~, anrl that if cxp~rtence should at any time prove the 
jwliri<tl')' anrl cxccutirn power do not possess the meaus win
sure p:~ot~c1ion to constitnUonal righlis ~n a. Territory-and if 
the 'r1•rri1orirtl Uovern.:nent shou!il fail or refuse to prol"idP 
the ll"~cssary reme lies for that purpose, it will be the '.luty of 
Con~1·rss to supply the d1'ficiency. 

3d. That lhc representatins of the Democracy of .Arkausns 
in the Oharleston Convention be instructed to insist upon the 
reeognilion by srrid Com·eotion of the purpose hereinhcfot-.• 
declared, prior 1o bHl!otinr.: for any canrlidate for the l'r,,,i
dency ;_ a.1Hl if sai<l Convention refuse to recognize lhc rights 
t>f the 1:>1rnth iu the Territories of the Uuiled States, the rcµrc-

naming the candidate to be placed on the platform. That 
many States have been uniformly allowed to vote the full 
strength of their electoral college in these Com·entions 
when it was well known that said States never heretofore, 
ancl prohably would never hereafter gi.-e a single elec
toral vote at the polls to the candidate which tlwy had so 
large a share in nominat.ing, cannot lie accounted f•w on 
any other principle than that it was intended only as a 
recognit.ion of the sovereignty and equality of sail! States. 

Would it Le right fLt this time for Lhe numerical 1najo
rity to depriYe all the Black Republican States repre
sented on this floor of their r epr esentation, which l.Jy 
custom they have so long enjoyed, simply because it is 
now evident that they are or 1rill he unable to vote the 
Democratic ticket in the next Presidemia 1 Plection? 

By common consent we say that a reckless numerical 
majority should not be thus allowed to tread under foot 
the vested rights of those States and 11·e11 established 
usages and customs of the party. 

If thus it be wrong for the nurne··ical major:ty to 
d epril'e the Black Hepublican State~ of t!Jis lot1g vested 
right, how much more unjust is it for tte numerical 
majority to deprive all the States of their vested right 
to make and declare the platform in the usuRl and 
customary manner? and 1Yhen we call to mind that 1be 
numerical majority resides chiefly in the Black ne:•ubli
oan St.ates, to whom the Pouth has uniformly accorded 
so large a privilef[e, in nam'ng- candidates IYho were 
alone to be elected by Southern votes, we hrtve much 
reason to believe that be to 11·!101n you g-ave an inch 
seems embolllcneci thereby to elem an cl tltl ell. 

The u1H.lersigned beg leave to state that many patriotic 
State:;' ){;ght Democrats in Lite South, have long con
tended that these Convention:; of the Democracy, repl'e-

I 
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senting in fact the whole consolidated strength of the I by the Democratic party as a unit. (Cheers.) Ile wished 
Union, acting through party sympathy upon the indivi- to consult with other Southern men as ~o the best ~ourse 
dual members ~f society, would ultimate in a despotic, to ~e pursued-(cheers):-reserving to lu~sclf the nght to 
colossal centralism, possessed of power to override and decide the question, winch he would do m a few hours. 
destroy at its will and pleasure the constitutions and I His heart and all the feelings of his nature were with those 
reserved rights of any and all the States. 'l'he South, Southern men who had seen proper to leave the Conven
however, has heretofore felt safe because of the checks tion; but, at the same time, he hesitated between hh, per
and lrnlances imposed npon the machinery of the Con- sonal feelings and his duty to his own people. If he could 
ventions. 'l'he i::>onth felt that where she retained an get a good sound Southern man for President, he would be 
equal power to write the creed of faith, she could trust willing to take him on this platform. (Cheers.) 
her Northern sisters, with their immense populations, to . . ] · 
name the candidate; and all \rnuld alike support the The Georgia delegat10n asked eave to retire 
creed and the candidate. for consultation, which was granted. 

'l'he undersigned, well knowing the hostility of the Messrs Ba·yard and \Vbiteley two of the six 
Northern ma";es toward the "peculiar institutions" of · · · ' f b C 
the i'outh and callino- to mind the relative numbers of delegates from Delaware, retired rom t e on-
the Korth~rn and Sou~hern States, assert with confidence vention and joined the seceders. 
that no Southern State in the _Dnion would eYer have Mr. Saulsburv, (U. S. Senator,) of Delaware, 
consented to surrender, so abJectly and hopelessly, all d I · ' f · · · h l ·,. 1 
their fortunes to the numerical majority who have just state 1is reason or no~ ret1r~ng wit 1k co -
now voteLl to set aside the Platform, unless upon the full leagues, and the Cotffention adjourned. 
assurance that the States were enti.tled by agreen:ient to On Tuesday, May 1st, the President stated 
make and e.stabl!sh .the _creed of faith. and pre.scnbe the the reo-ula, 0 ·dP.r of business to be the motions 
rule of action. 'l'lus v1olat10n of plighted faith on the o .1 1 

, '. 
part of the numerical majority-this violation of the well to reconsider, and the rnot10ns to lay the J.:".JO
e;tablbhcrl usage and custom of the party-d1·ive us to the tions to reconsider on tbc table, by which the 
con~Ins10n t11:it we. cannot longer safely trust the fortu.nes various resolutions constitutinrr the Platform 
of Slavehold1ng States to the chances of the numencr1l . 0 • • 

majority in a Convention, where all the l3lack Hepubli- \Hre adopted. Pending the detcrmmation of 
cans of th_e Union, the immense. populatio!1s of JIJassa- these questions, yesterday evening, the chair
chusetts, 1'ew-lork, Pennsylrnma and Ohio, and other man of several of the deleO"ations rose toques-
Northern Ptates, are fully represented, on the one side, . . . ~ . . 
against the small populations from the slave States on t10ns of pnvilege, under which then· delegations 
the other. Had these populations adhered strictly to retired from the hall. When the Convention 
the usages and customs of the party, longer association adjourned the "entleman from Illinois (Mr. 
might have been practicable; but annihilation is staring , ,· • , 0 fi 
us in the face, and we are admonished of our duty to Mernck) nas upon t,he oor. 
stand upon our rese1Ted rights. 

\\ e declare, therefore, that we believe our mission to 
this Com·ention at an end: 

1st. Because the numerical majority have usurped the 
prerogatives of the States in sett.ing aside the Platform 
made by the States, and have thus unsettled the basis of 
this Convention, anu thereby permanently disorganized 
its constitution. Its decree~, therefore, become null and 
void. 

2Ll. Because we were positively instructed by the 
Democracy of Arkansas to insist on the recognition of 
the equal rights of the South in the common '.l.'erritories, 
and protection to those rights by the Federal Gov
ernment, prior to any nomination of a candidate; and 
as this Convention has refused to recognize the prin
ciple required by the State of Arkansas, in her popular 
Convention first, and twice subsequently re-asserted by 
Arkansas, together with ::ill her Southern sisters, in the re
port of a Pbtform to this Convention; and as we cannot 
serve two masters, we are determined first to serve the 
Lord our God. "·e cannot \.>allot for any candidate 
whatsoever. 

3d. In retiring, we deny to any person, or persons, 
any right whatever to c::ist hereafter, in this Convention, 
either our vote or the vote of Arkansas on any proposi
tion which may, or can, possibly come up for considera
tion. The Delega"tes ·of Arkansas cannot take any part 
in placing a sound candidate on an unsound platform, 
because it would disgrace auy sound Southern man who 
would consent to stand on such a platform; and, as a 
Squatter Sovereignty Platform has been adopted, we 
belie,·e good faith and honor requires that the Chief of 
Squatter Sovereignty should be placed on it. We wish 
no part or lot in such misfortune, nor do we believe that 
we can safely linger under the ohade of the upas tree 
this day planted certainly. ' 

P. JORDAN, 
B. Bu1mow, 
VAN 11. lllANNING. 

:Mr. Burrow stated, after reading the paper, 
that the gentlemen who hau signed rcpruscnted 
both wings of the State-all its public men, its 
bope3, it cha.ra.ctcr, and its fortunes. 

Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, as Chairman of the Arkansas 
delegation, desired to say a single word to go along with 
the paper which had been read. It was his desire that that 
prirtion of the Arkansas delegation who had concluded to 
leave the Convention should have paused until the delega
tion could have had a consultation. ""hy rlid he hesitate? 
It. was because he conceiYed that the stahility of the Union 
it8elf was involved in the action taken here by the 
Southern representatives. 

He had been taught from childhood to believe that if 
the Gnion was to be preserved at all, it was to be pr eserved 

GEORGIA RETIRES. 
l\Ir. Benning of Georgia.-1\Ir. President : On yesterday 

afternoon the delegation from Georgia obtained the leave 
of the Convention to retire for the purpose of consulting 
as to the course they would pursue in consequence of the 
action talcen by the Convention in the previous part of 
the day. 'l'hey retired, and they have since been engaged 
in consultation. '.!.'hey luwe considered the questions in
vol yed, with as much maturity and care as they could be
stow upon them, and they have come to a conclusion as to 
the course they ought to pursue. That conclusion is con
tained in brn resolutions 11·hich I hold in my hand, and 
which I will now read to the Convention. 

Re.<ohed, That, upon the opening of the Convention this 
morning, our Uhairrnan be reqnested to state to the President 
that the Georgia delegation, after mature deliberation, have 
felt it be their duty, under existing circumstances, not to par
ticipate further in the deliberations of the Uonvention, and 
that, therefore, the delega1ion withdraw. 

Re,<olved, 'l'hat all who acquiesce in tlrn foregoing resolulion 
sign the same, aud request the Convention to enter it on their 
records. 

(Sii:;ned,) 
JUNIUS 'VINGFIELD, HENRY L. BENNIN4, 
HENRY R. JACKSON, P. TRACY, 
J. l\I. CLARK, JEFFERSON N. LAMAR, 
WM. )I. SLAUGHTER, EnMo:<in J. l\IcGEBER, 
JOHN A. JONES, GEO. liJLLYER, 
DAVID c. BARROW, MARK JOHNSTON, 
JAS. J. DIAMAN, EDWARD R. HARDEN, 
A. FRANKLIN HILL, JOHN ll. LU.MPKiti, 
En. L. STROIJECKER, G. G. FArn, 
0. c. GIBSON, JAMES HOGE, 
HE:<iRY 0. THOMAS, W. J. JOHNSON. 

The undersi,.ncd, delegr1tes from Georgia, having "oted in 
the meeting of the delegation against withdrawing from the 
Convention, yet, believe, under the instructions contained in 
the rPsolulion of the Georgia Com·ention, that the vote of the 
majority should control our moliou, and we therefore with
draw with the majority. 

J. T. IRVIN, JULIAN IlARTRIDGE, 
IV. ll. HULL, L. II. DRISCOE. 

This paper is signed by twenty-sh: out of the thirty-three 
or thrrty-four delegates in that Convention from the State 
of Georgia. 

I have now, fr. President, discharged the duty which 
has been intrusted to me by my delegation. 

The majority of the Georgia delegation then retired 
from the hall. 

lllr. Johnson, of Arkansas.-! do not desire to detain 
this Convention for a moment. On yesterday evening I 
stated to the Convention that I should come here th.ill 
morning and tell them what was my conclusion, nncl what 
was the conclusion of the portion of the delegation from 
the State of Arkansas which then thought proper to re
main in the Convention. We arc now ready to take that 
step which our judgment dictates to be right. In acco,. .. i. 
ance with our duty here, we wanted time to pause and 



KATIOX.A.L COXVE~TIO~S .A.KD PL.A.TFORllS. 39 

· ~ ' . . . ~ '"' l "l"lr:.i. l , 1 l endanaer the tenure of ~uth propPrty, or iscrm1tr1~ ea~· . 
con•icler calmly with our si•ter Southern Stntes, in rela-, lol'ies, by inacfion, unfriendly legi•la lion odr olherwi~e, sh,;'~~~ 
tion to. the pr.oper ~omse to.be pm,uec. "e. la\ e c~ m Y it b ,;ithholding that pro tection gh·en to other spettes ?l yro
anrl "tth <lelweratlOn con~1<lc1 eel the ~·natter, and \\ e be- I perfy in the Territories, it is the duty of the Gen rm I _Go' ern
lieve it to be an imperative duty wluch we owe to the j ment lo interpose, by the acth·e exertion of ns cunsutuuoual 
South and we are rearly to take our course. power, to secure the rights of the sla,·eholller. 

:-101~, ~ir, I de;ire to appeal to Yirginia, the mother of The principles enunciated in the foregoing resolu~ion 
State~, and th~ "!other of pem~cracy, an~! ~o a~k t~em are guaranteed to us by the Constitu~i?n of tlrn United 
whether the pnnmple contamed 111 the maJ0!1ty.1epo1t ~f States and their unequivocal recogmt1on by the Demo
this Convention, si:;:ued by _sevent~en States, rs nght or rs cracy 'of the Union we regard as essential, not only to the 
wrong? _D1tl you :ndors_e rt, ~r did you not?. integi ity of the party, but to the safety of the States whose 

l\Ir . Smith, of \\ iseonsm, '.·a1secl the quest:on of order, interests are directly involved. 'l'hey have been embodied 
that \he ~entlernan lrnd no nght to make sectwnal appeals in both of the ser ies of resolutions presented to the Con
in this Convention. . . vention by a majority of the States of the 'Cnion, and have 

Mr. Johnson.-! .de~ire to do no such thmg. I do not been r ejected by a numerical vote of the delegates. . 
und~rstand the pnnciples of the maJon~y report to b: The Convention has, by this vote, refnsecl to reco~mze 
secttonal. I underst~nd. them to be nat10_nal. But, l\Ir. the fnndamental principles of the Democracy of the ~tate 
Preoident, I only desire, 111 behalf o_f a por!10n of the dele- we ha»e the honor to represent, and we feel constramecl, 
gates, .to .say that we came here \nth a v_re:v to stan:l by in obedience to a high sense of duty, to withdraw from 
the pr111ciples of our peopl~ aud ?f tl:e lJ_mon., anu when its deliberations, and unanimously to enter our solemn 
we ha Ye found the Colll·entwn actmg m v10lat.10n of those protest ao-ainst its action. 
principles, we feel ourseh·~s compelled to retire ~:·om ,the We asko that the communication may be spread upon 
Hall. I will only remark m concluswn, tha~ the\ ice-I.re- the minutes of the Convention, and beg leave to express 
·sident from rny t;tate has be~n charged with p~·esentrng our appreciation of ,the justice and dignity which have 
a protest on the part of a port10n of our declarat.10n. characterized your action as its presiding officer. 

Mr. 'L'en',v, o~ Arkansas, then read the followmg paper [Signed,] 
to the Conyentwn: A. MOUTON, E. LAWRENCE, 
To the IIox. CALEB CUSHING, President: JOHN 'l'ARLETON, A. 'l'ALBOT, 

The undersigned, Delegates from Arkansas, ask permis- RICHARD 'l'A YLOR, B. W. PEARCE, 
sion to make the following statement: \Ye have, thus far, EMILE LAShRI!:, R. A. HUNTER, 
abstained from takinn- any active part in the measures F. H. ll;.1•crr, D. D. li't1'IHHS. 
which were consumm~te<l on yesterday, in this Co1wen- The undersi.,.ned in explanation of their position, beg 
tion by the withdrawal, in whole or in part, of several leave to anne~ the,following statement, viz. : 
Southern States. \\'c have counseled our Southern friends 'Yhilst we tonk the same view with our colleagues, that 
to patience an<l forbearance; and, while we. were con- the platform of principles, as adopted by this Conv.ention, 
scions of C<tu~es rnllicient to induce them to this step, :ret was not what was expected by Louisiana, and desired by 
we still hopecl some more auspicions event would transpire ourselves as sufficient to guard the rights of· that State, 
that woulrl twert its necessity. Nothing has occurred to and of th'e whole South under the Constitution, are now 
palliate the~e canscs. Hence.""~ canno~ hesitate in our unwilling precipitatel/to retir~ from the Convention, 
course and therefore ask pernuss10n to withdraw and sur- until all hope of .accommodatwn shall have been ex
rencler' to our State the hit<h trust reposed in us. To you, haustecl and until the last moment had arrived, at 
sir, who ha ye with so much ability presideu over our which ih justice to our own honor, and the interest anu 
deliberations, and meted out justice with an even hand, we clio-nity of our own State, we would be forced to retire. We, 
part with rnrrow. J loping that the cloud which now hangs th~refore were opposed to the retirement of the delega
over om beloved country may bP dispellecl, and her coun- tion at the time it was made; but believing that the 
sels directecl by some statesman like yourself-able, honest, other members of the delegation were actuated by the 
just and true. same high motives which governed our o'Y1'. opinions, and 

FRANCIS TERRV, lice-President.. desiring our State to present a firm, undivided froi~t, we 
J. P. Jom;;soN, Ch'n of Delegation. bein"' in the minority of the delegation, were willrng to 
F. W. HOADLEY, Secretary. yield, and did yield, our opinions to the judgment of the 

Crr.!.RLESTOX, Nay 1st, lSGO. majority. 

The Tennessee Delega.tion asked and obtained 
leave to retire for consultation. 

The Delerration from Virginia, and portions 
of the Dcle~~ttions from Kentucky, North Caro
lina and :Jlt~ryland, had leave to retire for con
sultation. 

l\Ir. Flournoy, of ArkanBas.-ilfay I be indulged in one 
remark? My voice is "Ne,'er girn up the ship "-(ap
plausc)-though the fearful storm rages around us
though she may have lost somE'. spars. and masts-thou!l'h 
she may have some cracked nbs. Sir, for myself, I will 
be one of that gallant crew who, though the storm rages, 
though the spars and masts are gone, though ribs be broken 
-I will until the noble vessel be s1rnllowed up by the cle
vourinc,' wanJO; continue to unite \Yith them in the reite
rated c~·y of" Li\·e live the Itepublie !" (Great applause.) 

l\Ir. President, r' am a Southern man. Yes, ~ir, I have 
been reared ami1ht the iwtitntion. All I have rs the pro
duct of si<we labor. I believe the institution a patriarchal 
one and benefichtl alike to master and slave. 'l'he bread 
whi~h supports my own wife and tender IJabe ls the pro
duct of sl<L1·e laboi·. I trust, then, that, like Cresar's wife, 
I am" al1ove suspicion." 

LOUISIAN.~ l\ITIIDRAWS. 

To TrrE nox. C.1LEn C usmxG, 
P1·esident of the Democratic, Convention: 

Sm: 'l'he under~igned delegates from ~he State of 
Louisiana, in withdrawing from the Convenl!on, beg leave 
to make the following statement _of facts : 

On the 5th clay of ~larch. hGO, .the Democracy of 
Louisiana as:;embled in State Co11l'ent1~n at Baton l~ouge, 
and unanimously adopted the followmg declaratwn of 
their principles: 

Rf',.•olceil, That tlw Territol'i~s of the Unite<! St;itps helong to 
the se1·eral States a~ their common pro1wrty1 arnl not to HHII
vidual citiz1~ns thereof, lhal the,l·'edrr:.l J Uonsulut10~ rcco.!{mzes 
property in sht1·e•: and as snl'h, the owurr there~fts ~nt1tled to 
c:irry his 1'wes in lo any Territory in the Untlerl Slall'S; t,o hold 
them there as property; and in case lbe pcopla of lha Terri-

CHARLESTON, S. C,, Jiay 1, 1860. 

J. A.. l\1cHATTON, 
CHARLES J o;rns, 

.A. VOICE FRO;\f GEORGIA. 
Mr. Gaulden, of Georgia, addressed the Con

vention, giving his reo,sons for not retiring with 
his colleagues, as follows : 

llIR. PRESIDENT, AND FnLOW DEMOCRATS: As I stated to 
you a few moments ago, I have been .confine<l to my 
room by severe indisposition, but, lear~mg of the. c~m
motion and the intense excitement which were existmg 
upon the questions before this body, I felt it to be my 
duty, feeble as I was, to drag myself out to the i;ieeting 
of my delegation, and when there .I was .surprised to 
find a lar~e majority of that delegation votmg to secede 
at once from this body. I disagree with those gentle
men. I reo-ret to disagree with my brethren from the 
South upo; any of the great questions which interest 
our common country. I am a Southern States' Hights 
man · I am an African Slave-trader. I am one of 
thos~ Southern men who believe that Slavery is right, 
morally, religiously, socially, and politically. (Applause,) 
I believe that the institution of Slavery has done more 
for this country more for civilization, than all other 
interests put tog~ther. I believe if it were in the power 
of this country to strike clown t.he institution o'. Slavery, 
it would put civilization back 200 years. H?ldmg, ~hen, 
this position, that Slavery is right in the po111t of view I 
have stated I would dem:md of the General Govern
ment our whole rin-hts in this regar<l. I believe that the 
General Governm~nt by the Constitution never had any 
ri~ht to legislate upon this subject. I believe that 01;1r 
G~vernment was a confederation of States for certam 
specified objects with limited powers; that the domestic 
relations of each St.ate are to be and should be left to· 
themselves · that this eternal Slavery question has been 
the bone or' contention between the North and South, 
which if kept in the halls of Congress must break up this 
Government. I am one of those who believe in non
intervention, either in the States or the Territories. 
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(ApplanEe.) I am not in favor of breaking up th'.s Gov-1 buy better negroes for ~.50 apiece. (Great laughter.) 
ernment upon an imp1·actica\Jle issue, upon a mere i\01r, unqucst;onably, it is to the interest of Yirginia to 
theory. I helie1·e that this doctrine of protection to I break clown the African sla1·e-tracle when sl~c can sell 
l:"la1·ery in the 'l'erritories is a mere theory, a mere ab- her neg1 oes at $~,000. :::he kno1rn that the African slave
st1 action. (Applam•e.) Practically, it can be of no con· trade would break up her monopoly, and hence her ob
se4uc11cc to the ::Oouth, for the reason that the infant has I jecrion to it. 1f any of you ~forthern Democrats-f?r I 
been strnngletl before it was born. (Laughter.) You have more faith in ~·ou than .r have in the <:Jarpet-Krnght 
have cut off the supply of Slaves; you have crippled the Democracy of the South-will go home 1nth me to ~y 
institution of blave. yin the ::-tates by your unjust laws, plantation in Georgia, but a little way from here, I will 
and it is mere folly and madness now to ask for protec- show you some <larkies that I bought in ~laryland, some 
tion for a nonentity, for a thing which is not there. \\'e that I bought in Yirginia, some in Delaware, some in 
have no slaves to carry t.o these Territories. We can Flori<la, some in North Carolina, and I will also show 
nevPr make another :c;lal'e State with our present supµly you the pure African, the noblest Roman of them all. 
of slaves. J>ut if we c;ould, it would not be wise, for the (Great laughter.) Now, Fellow-Democrats, my feeble 
reason, that if you make another Slave State from our l1ealth and failing voice, admon;sh me to bring the few 
new· 'l'erritories with the present supply of slaves, you remarks I have to make to a close. (Cries of" Go on, 
will be obligerl 1:0 gh·e up another State, either lllaryland, l!;O on.") I am only sorry that I am not in a better con 
Delaware, or Yirginia, to l•'ree Soil upon the North. clition than I am to vindicate before you to-day the 
Kow, I would deal dth this question, fellow-Democ1 ats, words of truth, of honesty, and of light,_ and. to show 
as a practical one. ·when I can see no possible practical you the gross inconsistencies of the South m this regard. 
good to result to the country from demanding legislation I came from the First Congressional Distrkt of the .state 
upon this theory, I am not prepareu to clisinte~rate and of Georgia. I represent the African Slave-trade mter
dismember the great Democratic party of this Union. I ests of that section. (Applause.) I am proud of the 
believe that the hopes of this country depend upon the position I occupy in that respect. I believe that the 
maintenance of the gceat Democratic party North. It African slave-trader is a true missionary, and a true 
is no troulJlc for a man to be a saint in lieaven. Christian (applause), ancl I have pleaded with my dele-

gation from Georgia to pnt this issue squarely to the 
Northern Democracy, and say to them, Are you pre
pared to go back to first principles, and take olI your 

"When the deYil wa!'i sick, 
The dedl a monk would be: 

The dt:ffil g-ot well, 
.But <levii ri monk wns he." (G real l:rnghter.) unconstitutional restrictions. and leave this question to 

be settled by each State? Now do this, fellow-citizens , 
Vi'e, the Democracy of the South, are mere carpet- and you will have peace in the country. But so long as 

knights. It is no trouble for us to be Democrats (Ap- your Federal J,egislature takes jurisdiction of this ques
plause and laughter.) Wh en I look to the Northern tion so long will there be war, so long will there be ill
Democrats, I see them stanrling up there and breasting blodc! so long will there be strife, until this glorious 
the tide of fanaticism, oppression, wroug, and slander, Union' of ours shall he disrupted and go out in blood 
with which they have to contend. I view in these men and night forever. I ad\'ocate the repeal of the laws 
types of the old ancient 1(01na ns ; I Yiew in them all that prohibiting the African Slave-trade, because I believe it 
is patriotic and nolJle; and, for one, l am not willing to to be the trne Uniorl movement. I do not believe that 
cut loose from them. (Great cheering.) I say, then, sections whose interests are so different as the bouthern 
that [ will hold on to mv Uernocratic fr"enlls of the and Northern States can eyer stand the shocks of fanati
Nortli to the last clay of tl1.e week-late in the evening. cism, unless they be eqmllly balanced. I believe by re
(Great, laughter.) I am not willing to present to them a opening this trnde, and giving us negroes to populate the 
h~ilf issue of this sort. I am not willing to disintegrnte, Territories, that the equilibrium of the two sections will 
dismember, and turn the1n 01·er to the ruthless J1ands of be maintained. But if the Sonth lies supinely by, and 
the thieYing J:Hack Republicans of the No1th. I would allows the people of the North to people all the Terri
ask my friends of the bouth to come up in a proper tories until we come to be a hopeless fraction in the 
spirit, ask our i\orthern friencls to give us all our rights, Gove:.nment then that gallant band of Democrats North 
and take off the rnthle;;s rcotrictions 1'11ich cut off the may in vain' attempt to stay the torrent that will roll 
supply of siaYes from foreign lands. As a matter of down upon us. It will not be in your power to do it. It 
right and justice to the liouth, I would ask the Democracy should be the object of the South now to say to the North : 
of the North to grant us this thing, and I believe they Let us have all our rights in this matter; let us take off 
have the patriotism and honesty to do it, because it is these restrictions against the African Slave-trade, and 
right in it;;elr. I tell you, fellow-Democrat;;, that the leave it to each State to settle for itself. Then we would 
African Slave-trader is the true Union 1rnrn (Cheers and want no protection, and then I would be willing to . let 
l:wghter. J I tell you th::i.t the Slave·trarling of Yi;·ginia you have as much Squatter Sovereignty as you wish . 
is more immoral, more unchristian in every possible Give us an equal chance, and I tell you the institution 
point or view, than iliat African ~hwe-tracle which goes of Slavery will take care of itself. We will give you a ll 
to Africa and brings a heathen an<l worthless nian here, the Squatter Sovereignty that the North can desire, Mr. 
makes him a usefnl man, Christianizes him, and sends Dou;rlas, or anylJorly else, if you will take otr the uncon
him anll his postent.v rlown the stream of lime to join in stitutional restrictions on the Slave-trade and let the 
the ble~Fings of civilization. (Cheers and laughter.) negroes come. 'l'hen, gentlemen, we should proceed 
Now, fello1r-D~mocrnts, so far as rrny public expression harmoniously, go on to prosper and prospering, until 
of the :'t:1te of Yirgin;a-the g-reat 1'lave-trading btate the last trnmp of God should sound; until time was 
of \·irginia-has hcen gi\·e11' they are all opposed to the merged in the ocean of eternity. (Applause.) I say, 
Af1 ica11 Havct-ra<le. Fellow-Democrats, that I remained here because I have 

Dr. Heed uf Incliana.-I am from Indiana, and I am in great faith in the :\'orthern Democracy. If I am forced 
favor of it. to part with you, it will be with a bleeding heart. I 

i\lr. U aultlen-:\ ow, gentlemen, w·e a:·e tolrl, upon know not exactly wlrnt position I occupy here (laugh
h'~h ant!ionty, that there is a certain cla:<s of l!Jen who ter), for thP. majority of my delegation have voted to 
strn'n at a gnat and swallow a camel. l\011-, \'irginia secede. " 'e came here instructed to vote as a unit. 
which authorizes the bnyin~ of Christian men, separat'. 'Yhether the minority are bound to go out wit.h the 
in;r thr.:m from their wives and children, from all the re- majorit.y is a question which I have not yet fully clete:
la tions and a'rnciations arnirl whom they have lived for mined in my own mind, but at any rate, I told them tins 
yea s, rolls up her eyes in holy horror "·h.en I would go to morning, and I tell them no1v, I will not go out yet; I 
}.frica, huy a savage, anrl in tro(luce him to tlle hleosings intend to stay here; I intend to hold on to the great 
of civilization aurl Christianity. (Cheers and laughter.) Democratic Party of the Union so long as I can consist-

:l[r. Hynclers of C\. Y.-You can 1.,et one or two re- ently with honor and propriety, for I believe that if we 
crnits from :-lew-York to join with you. break up in a row here, and the Democratic Party of 

'l'he Pre-i<lent.-The t me of the gentleman has ex- the country is destroyed, this Union falls as certainly as 
pirerl <Cries of" Go on! Go on!'') the sun rises and sets. I warn you, seceders, if your 

'!'he l' resillent-stateu that if it Wrt$ the unanimous action here to-clay should haYe the effect of dismember· 
wi.-h ,,f the Convention, the !!entle111an co11lll proceed. ing and clestroyi11g the great Democratic Party of the 

~fr. 1;,Jtllden -:Sow, l'ello11·-De1nocrnts, the s lave- North, that you destroy this Government beyond all 
l a1le ;n Yirgin·a funns a mighty anrl 1.r>11erful 1eason question (applause)· and the Union falls, and falls for
for irs opp<>'i1io11 to the .Hrican ,JaYe-t ·ade, and in this ever! Now, I am n'ot a di unionist. I love this Union 
re111ark l <lo not in1enu any disrespect to my friends for the memories of the past and for the hopes of the 
from \ 1rginL1. Yirginia, the :llotl1cr of :-:tates and of future. (,\pplause.) 'l'he blood of my ancestors was 
~tat··-111e11, The ~io1 i1er of l'r'''itlents, I apprehenrl may poured out around this city and throughout t.he South to 
err as 11cll as other mort:il,. lam af ai1l lh:it her error rear aloft the proud banner of our glorious Union. I, as 
lli thi' regard res in llie promptinp·s of the almighty do!- an humble descendant of theirs, feel bound to maintain 
l:ir T1 li;h l><'ell '"'"fortune to go into that noble oil.I this Union and the Constitution so long, and no longer 
:··1'P to hi;:· ·1 fe-'' 1l;v·kie,, anrl T h<t1'e ha<l to pay from 1' than I can do it honorably and justly to myself and my 
'i'l.uuU 10 l;'~.uU 1a11eatl, when I could go to Africa and country. Bnt I do not yet despair of the Republic. Eu-
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tertaining, as I do, such profound respect, nay, almost 
veneration for the justice of the Democracy of the 
North I will yet stand by you for a time. I will do all 
that i~ me lies to heal these differences. I trust that the 
result of our deliberations will be the nomination of 
such a man as will give peace to the country and suc
cess to the great Democratic National Party of the 
Union. (Great applause.) 

Tbe Convention having decided to proceed to 
ballot for President, at 4 P.M., Wm. Howard, 
of Tennessee, moved that two-thirds (202) of a 
full Convention (303) be required to nominate, 
which, after much discussion and confusion, was 
adopted-141 to 112-as follows: 

YEAS :-Maine, 3; Uassachusetts, Si; Connecticut, 2t; 
New-York, 35; New-Jerrny, 5t; Pennsylvania, 17t; Dela
ware, 2; Maryland, 6; Virginia, 15; North Carolina.10; 
South Carolina, 1; l\iissouri, 4-t; 'l'ennessee, 11; Ken
tucky, 11; lllinnesota, 1t; California, 4; Oregon, 3-141 . 

NAYS :-lllaine, 5; Kew-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
l\Iassachusetts, 4t; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut., 3t; 
New-Jersey, 1t; Pennsylvania, 9j.; Maryland, 2; Ar
kansas, 1; J\Iissonri, 4t; 'l'ennessee, 1; Kentucky, 1; 
Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; Michigan, 6; Wis
consin, 5; Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 2-f-112. 

Candidates were put in nomination, and tbe 
Convention proceeded to ballot, as follows: 

1st Ballot 
2 ........ . 
3 
4 ........ . 
5 ....... .. 
6 ........ . 
7 ........ . 
8 ........ . 
9 . ....... . 

10 ....... .. 
11. ....... . 
12 ........ . 
13 ........ . 
14 ..... .. .. 
15 ........ . 
16 ...... .. 
i7 ........ . 
18 ....... .. 
19 ........ . 
20 ...... .. . 
21 ........ . 
22 ........ . 
23 ........ . 
24 .... . 
25 ..... .. 
26 ...... . 
27 
2S ........ . 
29 ........ . 
30 ........ . 
31. ....... . 
32 ....... . 
:33 ....... .. 
3-L ...... .. 
35 .. ... .. 
36 ........ . 
37 ........ . 
38 .. .. 
30 ........ . 
40 .. 
41 ........ . 
42 ........ . 
43 
44 ....... . 
45 ....... .. 
46 ........ . 
47 .•...... . 
48 ........ . 
49 ....... .. 
50 ....... .. 
51 ........ . 
52 ....... . 
53 ........ . 
r~ ........ . 
55 ........ . 
56 ........ . 
57 ....... - . 

"' d 

to 
g 
A 

145t 
147 
J4St 
149 
140} 
149j. 
150-} 
1511t 
150t 
150t 
150~ 
1511~ 
149t 
150 
150 
150 
151) 
150 
15u 
151) 
150t 
150t 
152j. 
151t 
151t 
15lt 
151,+ 
15lt 
151t 
15lt 
151t 
J.52t 
1521-
152} 
152 
15It 
151t 
1:>1} 
15lt 
15lt 
Hllt 
151t 
151t 
151~ 
151t 
15lt 
151t 
151 j. 
151} 
151} 
151} 
151t 
151t 
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42 
42 
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39t 1 
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38 4 12 
28t 1 12 
27 t 12 
26!1- t 12 
26 t 12 
26 t 12 
26 1 12 
26 1 12 
26 t 12 
26 t 12 
26 t 12 
25 -} 12 
25 1t 12 
25 lt 12 
25 12 12 
25 12 12 
25 12t 12 
25 13 12 
25 13 11 
32t 3 11 
2~t 3 11 
22t 3 11 
22t 5 11 
22 4t 
22 4t 
16 5t 
16 5;!-
16 5} 
lG 5} 
16 flt 
16 5 
J6 5 
16 5 
JG 5 
16 5 
16 5 
16 5 
16 4 
1G 4 
16 4 
16 4 
lG 4 
20t 2 
16 4 
16 4 
16 4 
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6 
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5t 
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8 
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5t 
5t 
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)3 
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On the 3d of May, and the 10th day of the 
session, Mr. Russell, of Virginia, offered the 
folio wing : 

Resolmed, That when this Convention adjourns to-day, 
it adjourn to re-assemble at Baltimore, 1\Id., on 1\Ionday, 
the J 8th day of June, and that it be respectfully recom
mended to the Democratic party of the several :States to 
make provision for supplying all Vflcancies in their re
spective delegations to this Convention when it shall re
assemble. (Applause.) 

After the failure of attempts to change the 
place of meeting to New-York, Philadelphia, 
etc., and also to change tbe time to a later pe
riod, tbe resolve was adopted-195 to 55-as 
follows: 

YEAS :-lllaine, 5: New-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts, 10; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New
York, 35; New-Jersey, 2; Pennsylvania, 23}; Maryland, 
5 · Vir~inia, Ht; ArkH.nsas, 1; l\lissouri, 6; 'l'ennessee, 
7: Ohio 23 · lndiami, 13; Illinois, 11; ~lichii:;an, 6; Wis
c~nsin, '5; r'owa 4, Minnesota, 4; California 3-195. 

NA.YS:-1\Iaine, 3; Connecticut, 3; Kew-Jersey, 5; 
Pennsylvania, 3; Maryland, 3; Virginia, t; North-~aro
Jina, 14, Missouri, 3; Tennessee, 5; Kentucky, 2-5;:,, 

Gen. Cushing, tbe President, made a brief 
speech , and the Convention adjourned to meet 
again in Baltimore, on the l Sth of June suc
ceeding. 

SE CEDERS. 

The retiring delegates met at St. Andrew's 
Hall, and were waited on with manifestations of 
svmpathy by a portion of the Wood Delegati-on, 
f~om :New-York, who, however, were not in
vited or admitted to seats. The seceders or
ganized by the appointment o~ Senator James 
A. Bayard, of Delaware, as Ch:urman, and, after 
much animated discussion, adopted the follow
ing Platform : 

Resolmed, 'fhat the Platform adopted by the Demo
cratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with the following 
explanatory Resolutions: 

First, 'l'hat the Government of a Territory organized 
by an act of Congress, is provisional and temporary; 
and, during its existence, all citizens of the United States 
have an equal right to sett.le with their property in the 
Territory without their rights, either of person or pro
perty, being destroyed or impaired by Congressional or 
Territorial Legislation. 

Second, That it is the duty of the Federal Government, 
in all its depaxtrnen ts, to protect when necessary the 
rights of persons and property in the 'l'erritories, and 
wl1erever else its Constitutional authority extends. 

Third, 'l'ltat when the settlers in a 'l'erritory having 
an adequate population form a State Constitution in 
ptusuallce of htw, the right of sovereignty commences, 
and, being consummated by admission into the Union, 
they stand on an equal footing with the people of other 
States ; and the State thus organized ought to be admit
ted into the Federal Union, wllt'ther its Constitution pro
hibits or recognizes the institution of Slavery. 

Foiirth, That the Democratic party are in favor of the 
acquisition of the Island of Cuba., on such terms as shall 
be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain, at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

Fifth, 'l'hat the enactments of State Legislatures to 
defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, 
are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitution, 
and revolutionary in their effect. 

Sixth, 'l'hat the Democracy of th?. United States re
cognize it as the imperative duty of this Government to 
protect the naturalized citizen in all his rights, whether 
at home or in foreign lunds, to the same extent as its 
native-born citizens. 

Wliereas, one of the greatest necessities of the age, in 
a Political, Commercial, Postal and Military point of 
view, is a speedy communication between the Pacific and 
Atlantic coasts. Therefore, be it 

Resolmed, Th<Lt the Democratic party do hereby pledge 
themselves to use every means in their power to secure 
the passage of some bill to the extent of the Con~titutional 
authority of Congress for the COllstruction of a Pacific 
Railrnad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, 
at the earliest practicable moment. 
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.After falking for four days, the Seceders' Con-! business, as they now come up for consideration before 
· d" d · R l d V" 1 you v~n_tion a JOLll"llC to meet rn_ IC 1mon ' i:-- \ P;·ior to the adjournment of the Convention, two princl-

grnia, on the second Monday m June. Dele- pal subjects of action were before it. One, the adoption 
gates were present from the following States:\ of the doctr~trnl resolutions constituting the platform of 
.Alabama Texas .Arlrnnsas Missouri Louisiana the Con~entwc; the other, votrng upon the question of 

. . . ' . , '. ' . ' C 1. ' the nomination of a candidate for the Presidency. 
M,1ss1ss1 pp1, I< londa, Georgia, South al'O ma, In the course of the discussion on the adoption of a 
Virgi11ia, Dela ware. platform, the Convention adopted a vote, the effect of 

which was to amend the report of the majority of the 

TIIE SECEDERS .AT RICHMOND. 

.According to adjournment, the Seceding 
delegates met at Richmond, Va., on the 11th 
June. Delegates were present from Alabama, 
.Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Florida, 2d Congressional Dis
trict of Tennessee, and the 7th Electoral District 
of Virginia. The Hon.John Erwin, of .Alabama, 
was chosen President, with several Vice-Presi
dents and Secretaries. The Convention adopted 
the following resolutions, and on the 12th, at 
12 o'clock, adjourned: 

Resoived, That as the delegation from States repre
sented in this Convention are assembled upon the basis 
of the platform recommended by a majority of the States 
at Charleston, which we indorse, we deem it unnecessary 
to take any further action on the subject at the present 
time. 

Resowed, That when this Convention adjourn it 
adjourn to meet in this city on Thursday, the 21st inst. ; 
provided that the President of this Convention may call 
it together at an earlier oi" a later day, if it be deemed 
necessary. 

The Convention reassembled on the 21st; 
but, without doing any business, adjourned to 
the following day, and so continued to meet and 
adjourn, awaiting the action of the Convention 
at Baltimore, till after the nomination of Breck
inridge and Lane; wben such of the Delegates 
as had not j oincd the Secede rs in Baltimore, 
adopted the candidates and platform of the 
Breckinridge party, and adjourned sine die. 

THE N.ATION"AL DE110CRATIC CONVE~
TIO~ .AT BALTIMORE. 

In accordance with the adjournment at 
Charleston, the K ational Democratic Convention 
reassembled at Baltimore, on Monday, the 18th 
June, and held their sessions in the Front street 
theatre. 

At eleven o'clock, President Cnshing, who appeared on 
the platform but clitl not take the chair, directed tile Se
cretary to call the roll of States in order to ascertain if 
the delegates were present. 

On the calling of the roll, the following States were 
found to be fully represented: l\laine, New-Hampshire, 
Vermont, i\lassacllusetrs, Rhode Islanrl, New-York, New
Jersey, Maryland, Virl!"inia, North Carolina, Missouri, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Miclugan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Min
nesota, California, Oregon. 

Connecticut was represented in part, there being some 
misunrlerstanding as to the hour of meeting, which had 
been fixed at 10 o'clock. 

'l'wo delegates were present from Delaware. 
When the State of South Carolina was called, the Chair 

directed that only those States be called which were 
present at the adjournment of the Convention at Charles
ton, consequently South Ca.roJina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Louisiana, l\Iississip;.i , Arkansas and Texas, 
were not called. 

In con;equence of a misapprehension as to the time, the 
President. delayed Cftlling the Convention to order till 12 
o'clock, when he took the Chair and said: 

GENTLE~!;;:; O.F TUE CO:\'Y~N'l'!ON : Permit me, in the first 
place, to congratuhtte you upon your being r i assernbled 
here for the discl1ar[(e of yonr important duties in the 
interests of the Democratic Jmrty of the United States; 
and I beg !~ave, in the second place, to communicate to 
the Convention the state of the various branches of its 

Committee on Platform by substituting the report of the 
minority of that Committee; and after the adoption of 
that motion, and the wbstitution of the minority for the 
majori1y report, a division was called for upon the 
several resolutions constituting that platform, being five 
in number. 'l'he 1st., 3d, 4th and 5th of those resolutions 
were adopted by the Convention, and the 2d was rejected. 
After the vote O::l the adoption of the 1st, 3d, 4th and 5th 
of those resolutions, a motion was made in each case to 
reconsider the vote, and to lay t.hat motion of reconsid
eration upon the table. But neither of those motions to 
reconsider or to Jay on the table was put, the putting of 
those motions having been prevented by the intervention 
of questions of privilege, and the ultimate vote competent 
in such case, to wit, on the adoption of the report of the 
m~jority as amended by the report of the minority, had 
not been acted upon by the Convention. So that at the 
time when the Convention adjourned there remained 
pending before it these motions, to wit; To reconsider
the resolutions constituting the platform, and the ulterior 
question of adopting the mnjority as amended by the 
substitution of the minority report. Those q ions, and 
those only, as the Chair understood tl!e mo ns before 
the Convention, were not acted upon prior to the adjourn· 
ment. 

After the disposition of the intervening questions of 
privilege, a motion was made by i"llr. l\IcCook, of Ohio, to 
proceed to vote for candidates fo1· President and Vice
President. Upon that motion, the Convention instructed 
the Chair (not, as hns been erroneously supposed, in the 
recess of the Convention, the Chair determining for the 
Convention, but the Convention instructing the Chair) to 
make no declaration of a nomination except upon a vot~ 
equivalent to two-thirds in the Electoral College of the 
Uuited States, and upon that balloting, no such voti; be
ing given, that order was, upon the motion of the gentle
man from Virginin (Mr. Russell), laid on the table, for the 
purpose of enabling him to propose a motion, which lie 
subsequently did, that the Conven1ion adjourn from the 
city or Charleston to the city or Baltimore, and with a 
provision concerning the filling of vacancies embraced in 
the same resolution, which resolution the Secretary will 
please read. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows: 
"Reoolved, That when this Convention acljourns to-day, it 

adjourn to reassemble at Ilallimore, ~ld., on _\louday, the 18th 
day of June, and that it be respectfolly recommended to the 
Democratic pa1ty of the several Stales, lo make pro1'ision for 
supplying all vacancies in their respecth-e delegates to this 
Convention when it shall reassemble." 

'l'he President.-The Convention will thus perceive that 
the order adopted by it provided, among ot.her things, 
that it is respectfully recommen(!ed to the Democratic 
party of the several States to mnke provisions for sup
plying all vacnncies in their respectives delegation to this 
Convention when it shall reassemble. What is the con
struction of that resolution ?-what is the scope of its ap
plication ?-is a question not for the Cl1air lo determine 
or to suggest, to the Convention, but for the Convention 
itself to determine. 

However that may be, in the preparatory arrangements 
for the present assembling of this Convention, there were 
addressed to the Chair the credentials of members elected, 
or purporting to be elected, affirmed and confirmed by 
the original Conventions and accredited to this Conven
tion. I n three of those cases, or perhaps four, the cre
dentials were authentic and complete, presen1ing no 
question of controverting delegates. In four others, to 
wit-the States of Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana anti Dele
ware-there were contesting applications. Upon those 
applications the Chair was cnlletl to determine whether 
it possessed nny power to determine p1·ima facie mem
bership of this Convention. 'fhat question was presented 
'n its most absolute and complete form in the case of 
lllississippi, where there was no contest either through 
irregularity of form or of competing delegations, and so 
also in the cases of Florida, Texas an() Arktrnsas. In 
those four States, there being an apparent aut.henticity 
of commission , the Chair was called upon to determine 
the naked, abstract question whether he had power, per
emptorily and preliminarily, to determine theprimajacio 
membership of alleged members of this Con Yen ti on. '~he 
Chnir would gladly have satisfied himself that he hU.d this 
power, bnt upon examining the source of his power, to 
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wit-the rules of the Ilouse of Representatives-he was I Mr. Richardson, of Ill., doubted the announcement, 
unable to discern that he had any authority, even and asked that the vote be taken by States which 1Yas 
prima facie, to scrntinize and canvass cre<Jenti<d•, ordered. ' 
although they were such Hs,_ upon their face, were free\ .M.r. Brodhead, of !"a., stated that Mr. Church was 
from contesr or controversy e1tl1er offonn or of substance, w1lhng to withdraw bis call for the previous question. 
and tliereft>re he dee rued it Ids duty to reserve tire dete1·- ~'he Chair decided that it was too· late. 
rninarion of that q11estion to be submitted to the Conven- l\Ir. Saulsbury, of Delaware moved a recess to 4 P.M. 
tion. And in due time the Cl1air will present that ques- Lost: 73l- to 171:>;!-. ' 
tion as one of privilege to this body. lllr. Howard, of Tennessee.-I hold in my hand a respect-

Gentlernen, the Convention is now in order for the ful communication from one of the States of this Union, 
t ransaction of business . lllississippi, not now represented upon this floor, addressed 

to the President of this Convention. I desire that it be 
read for the information of the Convention. The Address of the President was delivered 

in a clear, loud voice, with much emphasis, and 
was listened to with close attention. 'l'he state
ment of the position in which the business was 
left at the time of the adjournment at Charles
ton, created an evident sensation, irrnsmucb as it 
indicated that, according to the opinion of the 
Chair, the platform question, as well as the re
solution declaring that a vote equal to two-thirrls 
of the foll electoral college to be necessary to 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presi
dency, were each in a position to be ag<tin 
brought up for the action of the Convention. 

AD~!ISSION OF DELEGATES. 

1'be President.-lt can only be done by common consent, 
as the seconding the demand for the previous question is 
now pending. 

Cries of "object," "object,'' from various quarters. 
1'he President-Objection being made to reading thls 

communication, the Secretary will proceed to cflll the roll 
of States upon the seconding the demand for the previous 
question. 

The question being then taken by States upon second
ing the demand for the previous question, it was not 
agreed to. 

YE.iS.-:IIaine, Ci; New-riampshire, 5; Vermont, 4t; 
lllassachusetts, 4; Connecticut, 3}; New-Jersey, 2;!-; Penn
sylvania, 9t; lllaryland, 2; l\Iissouri, 2t; 1'ennessee, 3; 
Kentucky, H; Ohio, 23; Indiann, 13; Illinois, 11; lllichl
gan, 6; ·wisconsin, 5; Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 2t-108t. 

K.us.--J\laine, 2; Vermont, t; l\Iassachusetts, St; 

l\Ir. Howard, of Tennessee, offered the 
resolution: 

Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 2-one absent; New-York, 
following 35; Kew-Jersey, 4't; Pennsylvania, 16!; Dela1rnre, 2; 

Maryland, 6; Virginia, 15; North Carolma, 10; Arkansas, 
I; l\Iissouri, 6t; Tennessee, 8; Kentucky, 10}; l\Iinne
sota, It; California, 4; Oregon, 3-140~. 

Resohed, that the President of this Convention direct 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to issue tickets of admission to the 
deleg-ates of the Convention as originally constituted and 
organized at Charleston. 

~Ir. Cavanaugh, of Minnesota, moved to Jay the reso
lution on the table, and upon that motion called for a 
vote by ~tat cs; but by requP.st withdr·e1v his motion to 
pPrrnit lllr Sanford E. Church, of N. Y. , to oITer the fol
lowing, which was read for the information of the Con
vention and created much excitement: 

Jte,wlved, 'l'hat the credentials of all persons claiming 
seats in tl!:s Convention made vacant by the secession 
of delegates at Charleston be referred to the Committee 
on Credentials, and said Committee is hereby instructed, 
as soon as practicable, to examine the same and report 
the names of persons entitled to such seats, with the 
diotricc-understanding, however, that every person ac
cepting a seat in this Convention is bound in honor and 
good faith to abide by the action of this Convention and 
support its nominations. 

After a running debate on questions of order, 
in wliit:\1 Messrs. Cochrane, of N. Y., Saulsbury, 
of Del., Clark, of Uo. , Montgomery, of Pa., 
C<.tvanaugh, of _jfin ., and Lhe Cbair p1uticipated. 

l\I r. Church moved his reso lution a- ;1n amendment to 
that otrered by 11lr. Howard, and upon tltat be called for 
the previous question. 

lllessrs. G ilmor and Randall rose to debate the ques
tion, but the Chair ruled debate not in order. 

l\lr. Avery, of North Carolina.-I call for a division of 
the question, so that the first question shall be upon 
refen ing those credentials to the Committee, and the 
second question upon the proposition to initiate test
oaths in the Democratic Convention. [Applause.] 

The Chair could not entertain such a proposition at 
that time, as the previous question bad been demanded. 
'l'he question was-Would the Convention second the 
dernancl for the previous question ? 

llfr. Russell, of V <1.-I ask that this Convention will 
allow me to make a friendly, ca.ndid and sincere appeal 
to the gentlenrnn who made the call for the previous 
question (Mr. Church, of New-York) to withdraw bis 
call. 

The President.-'l'he Chair has no authority over that 
q uestion. 

lllr. Ru~s~ll.-I ask the Chair to appeal to the gentle· 
man to allow fair play in this Convention. 

l\Ir. Stuart, of i\lich.-I insist that the Chair preserve 
order. 

The Presiclent.-The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Russell) is not in order. 

l\lr. Russell.-If we are to be constrained to silence, I 
beg gentlemen to consider the silence of Virginia as 
somewhat ominous. (Applause and hisses.) 

1'he qu stion was stated to be upon seconding the 
demand for the previous question. Being taken viva 
voce, 

The President stated that the noes appeared to have it. 

On calling the roll, the New-York delegation asked per
mission to retire for consultation, and during the interim 
there was an entire cessation of business. ~'he vote of the 
State as a unit was finally rendered against the call for the 
predous question. 

'l'he question was then stated to be upon the amendmen~ 
to the amendment. 

lllr. Gilmor, of Pennsylvania, offered the following 
amendment to l\Ir. Church's resolution: 

Resoli>ecl, That the President of the Convention be di
rected to issue tickets of admission to seats in tile Com·en
tion, to the delegates from the States of Texas, Florida, 
i\!is:;issippi, and Arkansas, in which Etates there are no 
contesting delegations. 

\l'ithout taking a vote on l\Ir. Gilmor's resolution, the 
Convention, on motion of l\Ir. Randall, of Pa., took a re
cess till 5 P . 1>1. 

\\'hen the Coffrnntion reassembled, the President said: 
l\Ir. Randall, of Pennsylvania, bas the floor upon an 
amendment moved by l\Ir. Gilmor, of Penns:ylrnnia. 

Defore proeeeding in the debate, the Chair begs leave to 
state to the Conventiou that be has had placed in his hands 
the credentials of gentlemen claiming seats in the Conven
tion, from the States of Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, Flo
rida, lllississippi, Louisiana, 1'exas, and Arkam;as, includ
ing in that enumeration the letter presented to the Con
vention, in bis place, by l\Ir. Howard, of 1'ennessee, in be
half of the gentlemen clain1ing seats from tlJe Etate of 
l\Jississippi, and in addition to that, there has been ad
dressed to the Chair, a communication from lllr. Chaffee, 
claiming a seat from the State of l\!assachusetts. 'l'lte Chair 
deems it his duty to communicate the fact t.o the Co1ffen
tion that those several documents liaYe been placed in bis 
hands, to be presented at the proper time to the considera
tion of the Convention. 

lllr. Gilmor, of Pennsylvania.-I have made a small ad
dition to the amendment I oueretl this morning to the 
amendment of the gentleman from JS" cw-York ( l\lr. Church), 
for the purpose of coyering the cases mentioned by the 
Chair just now. 

1'he amendment, as modified, was read as follows: 
Resobvecl, 1'hat the P1 esident of the Convention be au

thorized to issue tickets of admission to seats in this Con
vention, to the delegates from the States of Arkansas, 
'l'exas, Florida, and lllississippi, in which States th~re are 
no contesting delegations, and thnt in those States, to "·it: 
Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, am! Louisiana, where there 
are contesting delegations, a Comwittee on Credentials 
shall be appointed, by the several delegations, to report 
upon said States. 

After discussing points of order, llfr. Clark, of l\Iis,ouri, 
oITered a substit ute for Mr. G~lmor's amenclment, which 
was read for the inform11tion of the Convention, as fol
lows: 

Strike out the proviso in the amendment of l\Ir. Church 
of New-York, and add the following: ' 

Resowed, That the citizens of the several States of the 
Union have an equal r lght to settle ani.l remain in the Ter. 



44 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

ritories of the United States, and to hold therein, unmo- , llfd.; E. W. IIubbard, Va.; R. R. Bridges, N. C. ; B. F. 
Jested by any legislation whatever, their slave and other Perry, S. C.; James B. Steadman, Ohio; W. II. Carrol, 
property; and that this Convention recognizes the op~.nion 'l'enn. ; S. A. Hall , Ind. ; W. J. Allen, Ill. ; John M. 
of the Supreme Court of the United States in the Dred j Krum, 1\10. ; Benj. llollet, 1\Iich. ; D. 0. }'inch, Iowa; 
Scott case, as a true exposition of the Constitution in re- P. H. Smith, Wis.; II. H. Sibley, liinn.; J. II. Beverly, 
gard to the rights of the citizens of the several States and j Del. ; Isaac J. Stevens, Oregon; G. H. Morrow, Ken 
Territories of the United States, upon all subjects concern- tucky; D.S. Gregory, Cal. 
ing which it treats; and that the members of this Conven- 1 A paper was presented from 1\1r. O'Fallon, of 1\lissouri, 
tion pledge themselves, ancl require all others who may be who had acted at Charleston in the place of one of the 
authorize1l as delegittes to make the same pledge, to sup- regularly appointed delegates from that State, but had 
port the Democratic candidates, fairly and in good faith, b~en refused a ticket in Baltimore, asking admission.
nomirrnted by this Convention according to the usages of UIS case was referred to the Committee on Credentials. 
the Xational Democratic Party. '.!.'he memorial of the contesting delegates from Arkan-

:IIr. Randall then took the floor and opposed the amend- sas was also presented, and was handed to the Commit-
ment of Mr. Church, and favored that of 1\Ir. Gilmor. tee on Credentials. And the Committee took a recess 

The amendment of the gentleman from New York im- tiH 5 P.M., at which time it reassembled, but, the Com
poses a condition upon the returning members of the nuttee on Credentials not being ready to report, the 
se1•eral States that seceded at Charleston. I deny the Convention, without transacting any business, adjourned 
power of the Convention to impose any such condition. to 10 o'clock the following day, 20th. 
The right of their c~nstituents. is unqualified. and The Convention met at the usual hour on 
beyond the power of tins Convent10n, to send then· re- W d d h 

90 
h b · 'f h 

presentatives to this boclywit.hout condition and without e nes ay, t e"' t , ut, m consequence o t o 
ri;iiitation .. (Applause and hi~ses). It is an interferei;ice ?elay of the Committee on Credentials in report· 
with the . nght of the c~nst1t~ents of se~en secedmg ma no business was transacted. 
States to impose any quahficat10n upon theu· represent- 0 ' 

atives in this body. I deny its equity or its justice. We 
who sit here-the honorable gentleman who moved the REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

amendment, the President, the Vice-Presidents of this On Thursday, the 21st, the Committee on 
body-all who sit here, arc unfettered by any such C d · ] d h · 
limitation or condition. (Applause.) What justice in re entra s presente t e1r report, ?r ~·ather re-
imposing upon others the condition that they shall come ports, for there were three; the maJ ority report 
in he re as slaves, with the bands and the iron fetters beino- presented by Mr. Krum of Missouri as 
about them, with no right to exercise their judgment or follo~s . ' ' 
their patriotism, except as the majority of this body I · 
may choose to indicate? I deny the power or the right. 1st. Resolved, That George H. Gordon, E. Barksdale, 
'.!.'he proposition has been put iu the least offensive W • .I<'. Barry, H. C. Chambers, Jos. R. Davis, Ileverly l\Iat
shape. thew, Charles Clarke, W. L. Featherston, P. F. 81idell, 

It is said in the amendment that it is" understood." C. ~·Armistead, W . .I<'. Avaunt, and '.!.'. J. llucston, are 
Undcrotood ! an apology for the broad declaration of a entitled to seats in this Convention as delegates from the 
naked invaoion of the i·ights of freemen. Nat that the State of 1\lississippi. 
members of thi~ body thus admitted have denied the 2d. Rewlved, 'l'hat Pierre Soule, F. Cotterman, R. C. 
right, I.Jut i', is understood that they are pledged to do Wickliffe, 1\lichael Ryan, 1\Iaunsell White, Charles Ilien
wnat or.her members are not pledged to do-to conform venala, Gustav Lenroy, J . C. 1\lorse, A. 8. Heron, N. D. 
to the tlecision of the majority. l\Ir. President and gen- Colburn, J. N. '.!.'. Hichardson and J . L. ' Yalker are entitled 
tlemen, 1 inrnke you to look at the injustice of every to seats in this Convention as delegates from the State of 
such qualification-a qualifi..:ation which no honorable Louisiana. 
man, except under very peculiar circumstances, could 3d . .Resolved, That R. W. J ohnson, T. C. IIindman, J . 
ever su1Jn1it to; a qualification which it is known that P. Johnson, Henry Carroll, J . Gould, and John A. J or
the representatives of these seven seceding States will dan, be entitle1 to seats as Delegates from the State of 
never submit to. (Applause and hisses.) But, l\Ir. Pre- Arkansas, with power to cast 'f/wo votes, and that Thomas 
sident and brethren of the great Democratic family, H. Bradley, III. Hooper, and D. C. Cross be also admitted 
who are now contending for the success of the Demo- to seats as delegates from the same State, with power to 
cratic cause, I ask you to halt, not simply upon the cast one vote; and, in case either portion of said dele
ground of ri:,;ht and justice, but of policy. Nat a mem- gates shall refuse or neglect to take their said seats and 
her of this body but knows thJ.t the representatives of to cast their said votes, the other portion of said dele
those 8tates will not give any such pledge (applause gates taking seats in this Convention shall be entitled to 
and hisses); that it is tantamount to a cleclani.tion of cast the entire three votes of said State. 
secession from the body. (Applause and hisses.) 4th. Resoive1Z, That J . M. Bryan, F. R. Lubbock, F. S. 

The deba te was continued by J\lessrs. Richardson, of Stockdale, K Green, II. R. Runnels, Wm. B. Ochiltree, 
Ill., Cochrane, of N. Y., 1\lontgomer.v, of Pa., Men ick, 1\1. ,V. Uarey, Wm. 11. Parrows, R. War d, J. F. Crosby, B, 
of Ill., .King, of ,)fo., and "·est of Ct., against Mr. Gil- Burrows, and V. 11. l\Ianning are entitled to seats from 
mor's amendment, and by l\Iessrs. llussell, of Va., 'l'exas . 
Ewing, of l'enn, Loring, of "lass., Hunter, of 1\Io., 5th. Resolved, That James A. Bayard and \Yilliam G. 
Ave1·y, of N. C., a,nd Atkins, of 'l'enn., in favor. At last, 'Yhiteley are entitled to seats from the county of New-
1\Ir. Atkins moved the previous question, which was sus- Castle, Del. 
tained, 2:33 to l;:,t, aud the Uonvention adjourned till tith. R esofoed, ThatK. S. Cha(fee, who was duly admit-
Tuesd,1.y morning. ted at Charlt:ston as a delegate from the fifth cong1·ess-

On the reassembling of the Convention, 1\Ir. Church ional district of Massachusetts, is still entitled to said seat 
askod and ol.Jtained unanimous consent to make a pro- in this Uonvention, and that B . .I<'. Hallett, who has as
position which he thought would produce harmcny. lie sumed said seat, is not entitled thereto. 
said: 7th. R esoived, 'l'hat John 0'.I<'allon, who was duly ad-

lJJJon consultation with the gentleman (lllr. Gilmor , mitted at Charleston as a delegate from the eightll electo
who moved that amendment to my amendment, we ral district of 1\lissouri, is still entitled to said seat in this 
have agrnetl, if it meets the approbation of this Oonven- Convention, and that Johnson B. Gardy, who has as
tion, for the purpose of harmonizing the action of this sumed said seat, is not entitled thereto. 
Conveution, lo an arrangement alike honorable to both 8th. Jtuotved, That H.. A. Baker, D. C. Humphri:y, 
sides, anti which, if carried out, will terminate the con- John Forsyth, Wm . Jewett, I. I . Seibles, S. C . .Posey, 
troversy as to pending questions. 'l'he proposition which L. K Parsons, Joseph C. Bradley, 'l ho mas B. Cooper, 
has been made and accepted is simply this: The gentle- James ·Williams, 0 . H. Brynan, Daniel W. Weakley, 
man from l:'cnnsylvania (.>Ir. Uilmor) is to withdrnw his L. !II. B. Martyr, John W. Howard, W. R R Wyatt, B. 
amendment to my amendment, and then I am to with- Hanson, 'l'hos. l\I. Matthews, and Norbert M. Lord are en• 
draw the latter part of my resolutions, leaving only a titled to seats in the Uonvention as delegates from the 
simple resolution of reference to the Committee on Ore- 8tate of Alabama. 
demials. (Applause). 9th, ReNolve<I, '!'hat the delegation from the State of 

This proposition was accepte cl, and the resolution, as Georgia, of 11·hich lL f;. Benning is chairman, be ad
thus amended, was adopted without a division. Yacan· mitteLl to seats in the Coll\'ention, with power to cast one
cies in the Committee ou Credent,ials were filled , and the half of the yote of said 8tate, and that the delegation 
committee, as now con,;tituted, consisted of the following from said ::\tate, of which Col. Gardner is chairman, be 
gentlemen: also adm itted to the Convention, with power to cast one-

0. D .. Jameson, ~le.; A. P. Hughes, N. II.; Stephen half of the vote of said State; and if either of said clele
Tho111as, \'t.; Oliver ~te1'ens, Mitss.; George JI. Ill'Own, gations refuse or neglect to cast the vote as above ind i
lt. I.; .James Oallag'ier, Conn.; Delos De Wolfe, N . Y.; cated, that in said case tlle delegates present in the Con
A. R. i::'pear, ~. J. ; 11. U. J<orth, Pa. ; W. 8. Gittings, Yention be authorized to cast the full vote of said Sta to. 
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1\Tr. Stevens, of Oregon.-! rise, l\Ir. President, to pre-1sylvania,17; Delaware, 2; Maryland, 5t; Virginia, 14; 
sent the report of a minority of the Committee on ere- North Carolina, 9 ; Ark;msas, t; J\li~souri, 5; Tenne,;see, 
dentials, and I will proceed to read it; 

1

10 ; Kentucky, 10; lllinnesota, H ; California, 4; Oregon, 
3-100~. 

MINORITY REPORT. NAYS-lllaine, 5t; New-Hampshire, 4t; Vermont, 3)-; 
To the P1·esident of the J)eniocratic National Conven- Massachusetts, 5 ; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3t; 

tion: New-York,35; New-Jersey,3; PennsylYania,lO;l\Iary
Sir: We, the undersigned, members of the Committee land, 2; Virginia, 1; North Carolina, 1; Arkansas, t; 

on Credentials, feel constrained to dissent from many of Missouri, 4; Tennessee, 1; Kentucky, 2; Ohio, 23; ln
the views and a large portion of the action of the major- diana, 13 ; Illinois, 11 ; l\Iichigan, 6 ; Wisconsin, 5; lowa, 
ity of the Committee in respect to the rights of delegates 4; ll1innesota, 2}-150. 
to seats referred to them by the Convention, and to re - Maryland, t vote not voted; Tennessee, 1 vote not cast. 
spectfully recommend the adoption of the following reso- 'l'he question then recurred on adopting t!Je majority 
lutions: report. A division being called for, the vote was taken 

1. Resolved, That B. l!'. Hallett is entitled to a seat in on the first resolution, admitting the original delegates 
this Convention, as a delegate from the 5th Cono-ression- from lllississippi, which was adopted almost unanimously, 
al district of the State of Massachusetts. 

0 

250 to 2t. 
2. Resol//Jed, 'l'hat Johnson B. Gardy is entitled to a 'l'he vote was then taken on the second resolution, 

seat in this Convention as a deleo-ate from the Sth Con- admitting the Soule (Douglas) Delegates from Lonisiana, 
gressional district of the State of ~fissouri. which resulted-Ays, 153; Nays, 9i'.i- as follows : 

3. Resolved, That James A. Bayard and William G. YEAS-Maine, 5t; New-Hampshire, 4t; Vermont, 4t; 
Whiteley are entited to seats in this Convention as dele- Massachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3t; 
gates from the State of Delaware. New-York, 35; New-Jersey, 2t; Pennsylvania, 10; l\Iary-

4. Resolved, 'rhat the delegation headed by R. W. la:id, 2t; Virginia, 1; North Carolina, 2; Arkansas, t; 
Johnson arc entitled to seats in this Convention as dele- l\I1ssouri, 4; Tennessee, 2; Kentucky, 2; Ohio, 23; ln
gates from the State of Arkansas. diana, 1~; Illinois, 11; lllichigan, 6; Wisconsin, 5; Iowa, 

5. Resolved, That the delegation of which George W. 4; lllinnesota, 2t-153. 
Bryan is chairman are entitled to seats in this Conven- NAYS-~laine, 2t; New-Hampshire, t; Vermont, t; 
tion from the State of 'l'exas. lllassachusetts, 8; Connecticut, 2t; l\ew-Jersey, 4t; 

6. Resolved, 'l'hat the delegation of which John Tarle- Pennsylvania, 17; Delaware, 2; Maryland, 5t; Virginia, 
ton is chairman are entitled to seats in this convention 13; North Carolina, 8; Arkansas, t; lllissouri, 5; Ten
as delegates from the State of Louisiana. nessee, 10; Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, 1t; California, 

7. Re"olred, That the delegation of which L. P. Walker 4; Oregon, 3-98. 
is chairman are entitlei:l to seats in this Convention as . 
delegates from the State of Alabama. So the second resolut10n was adopted. 

8. That the delegation of which Henry L. Benning is 
chairman are entitled to seats in this Convention as dele
gates from the State of Georgia. 

9. Resolved, That the delegation from the State of 
Florida accredited to the Charleston Convention are in
vited to take seats in this Convention and cast the vote 
of the State of l!'lorida. 

The Committee presented an elaborately 
argued report to sustain their resolutions, which 
was ;;igned by 
I. I. STEVENS, Oregon, E. W. HUBBARD, Va., 
.A. R. SPEER, N. J., R. R. BRIDGERS, N. c., 
H. M. RoRTII, Penn., 'V"- H. CARROLL, Tenn., 
JOHN H. BEWLEY, Del., GEo. H. MoRROW, Ky., 

D. S. GREGORY, CaL 
In the points of difference between the ma

jority and minority reports of the Committee 
ou Credentials, I concur in the conclusions of 
the minority report in the cases of Georgia, 
Alabama, l\lissouri and Massachusetts. 

.AARON V. IluGirns, New-Hampshire. 

Mr. Gittings, of Maryland, presented still an
other report, concluding with the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That so much of the majority report of the 
Committee on Credentials as relates to lllassachusetts, 
Missouri, Delaware, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana and 
Texas, be adopted. 

Resolved, That the delegation of which L. P. Walker 
is chairman, be, and they are hereby, declared the only 
regularly authorized representatives of the State of 
Alabama, and as such are entitled to seats in the 
National Democratic Convention. 

Mr. Stevens demanded the previous question, 
which was sustained by the Convention, and 
the main question waA ordered, but, without 
taking the vote, the Convention adjourned. 

When the Convention assembled on the 22d, 
Mr. Gittings withdrew his report, which brought 
the minority report proper-that of Mr. Ste
vens, of Oregon-first in order, and the question 
being put on the substitution of the whole 
minority report for the report of the majority, 
the motion was lost, 100~ to 150, as follows: 

YEA&-1\Iaine, 2t; New-Hampshire, t; Vermont, lt; 
\iassachusetts, 8; Connecticut, 2t; New-Jersey, 4; Penn-

The question was then taken on the third resolution, ad
mitting Col. Hindman and his colleagues (the original dele
gates) with power to cast two votes, and lllr. llooper and 
his colleagues (the contestants) with power to cast one 
vote ; and providing that, if either set of delegates refuse 
to take seats, the other shall be entitled to cast the whole 
vote of the State, (Arkansas). 

A division of the question being called for, the President 
decided that the resolution was divisible. 

'l'he question was taken on the three several propositions, 
viz. :-1st. The admission of the Hindman delegates, which 
was adopted, 182 to 69. 2d. 'l'he admission of the Hooper 
delegates, which was adopted, 150 to lOOt. 3d. On the 
giving power to one set to cast the whole vote if the other 
set withdrew, which was adopted without a division. 

A vote was then taken on the fourth resolution of the 
majority report, admitting the original delegation from 
the State of Texas, which was adopted ahnost unani
mously. 

A vote was next taken on the fifth resolution, admitting 
Bayard and Whiteley from Delaware. Adopted without di
vision. 

'rhe sLxth resolution, giving R. L. Chaffee the seat in the 
Massachusetts delega.tion contested by l\Ir. Hallett, was 
then adopted-yeas, 188, nays, l 1 It . 

Mr. Stuart, ·of Michigan, at this point, made motions to re
consider each vote taken, and to lay the same on the ta
ble, it being understood that the motions were not to lie 
put till votes on all the propositions had been taken. 

'l'he sevent4 resolution, declaring J. 0'.Fallon entitled t-0 
the seat in the Missouri delegation claimed by John ll. 
Gardy, was then adopted-yeas, 13St, nays, 112. 

The eighth resolution, admitting the contesting delegates 
from Alabama, was next adopted. Yeas, 148}; Nays, 
lOlt. 

'l'he question then being on the ninth and last resolution 
of the majority report, admitting both delegations from 
Georgia, and dividing the vote ot the State between them, 
with the provision that, if either refused to take seats, the 
remaining delegates cast the vote of the State. 

Before the vote was taken, l\Ir. Seward, of Georgia, pre
sented a communication from Col. Gardner, Chairman of 
the contesting delegates from Georgia, withdrawing from 
the contest, and the resolution was lost-106} to 145. The 
original (seceding) delegation from Georgia, headed by 
H. L. Benning, was subsequently admitted. 

The President stated the next question to be upon lay
ing upon the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the Convention refused to substitute the resolu
tions reported by the minority of the Committee on Cre
dentials for those reported by the majority of said Com
mittee. 

'rile question being then taken by States, the motion to 
lay on the table was not agreed to-yeas, 113t; Nays, 128t 
-as follows : 

YE.1.s-l\Iaine, 5t; New-Hampshire, 3; Vermont, 4t; 
lllassachusetts, 5 ; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3t; New-
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Jersey 31 · Pennsylvania 10 · Maryland 2 · North Caro-1 maintained and supported the Korthern Democracy for tho 
' '!!"' ( c' ) ' ' . . . . ~ 

lina, 1; .Arkansas, t; ~iissouri,. 4t.; l~entuck,i:, 2; ~hi3, reasoi: th.at they _;u:e w1ll~~g t~ attnbute to .us 1.~ ~h~ ocouth 
2:3 · lnd1an·1 13 · Illmo1s 11 · M1ctn"'an 6 · W1scons111 o .

1 

equality m the Cmon. lhe 'ote to-day has s,it1sfied the 
Io,;,a 4 ·' M'~ne;ota 2!_:113i·. 0 

' ' ' ' majority of the North Carolina_ <lelegates that, that l~eing 
N,\~S_'.__l\laine, zt'; New-Hampshire, 2; Vermont, -! ; refus~d by o~ir brethr~n of the is.orthern ?~moc1:~cy, North 

Massachusetts 8 · Connecticut ~t · New-York 35 · New- Carol111a-H1p V;tn \\ mklc, as :I ou ma:i ,c,111 hct-can .no 
Jersey, 3t; Pen~sylvania, u'; D~laware, 2 ;' l\la~yland, longer remain in this Conventio?. The ngbts of SOY~re1gn 
6; Virginia, 15; North Carolina, 9; Arkansas, t; l\lissouri, State~ a:1d of ge~1tlemen of tjrn :Oouth have bee:1 demed. by 
4f; Tennessee, 12; Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, lt; Cali- '.l m~Jonty o~ this body. "e cannot.ac,t,, a~ we ,~o'.'.cen e, 
fornia 4· Orea-on 3-l38t. 111 view of tlus wrong. I use the "01d "1ong \\lth no 
Wh~n 'Kew-York was called, her delegates asked time i~ten~ion to refl:ct upon. those. gentleme1_i of the No1:th 

to consult but finally gave her thirty-five votes against Carolma dcleg'.1t10n who diiler with me or 1:1th the m<~J01:1ty 
the motiod to lay upon the table, which, had it prevailed, of the delegat10n. For !·hese re.aso_nsi without ass1gmng 
would have precluded all further reconsideration of the any more, as I have no idea of mfhctmg a spe~ch upon 
subject. th!s C~)!wention, who are in. no state of preparat10n,to re-

'l'he question recurred upon the motion to reconsider the ce1ve 1t, I announce that. eight out of ten of the voces of 
vote rejecting the rninority resolutions. North Carohna ask to retire. 

l\Ir. Cessna, of Pa., moved the previous queslfon, which 
was sustained, and the question being taken by States, 
the motion to reconsider was rejected-103 to 149-as fol
lows: 

YEAS-JIIaine, 2t; New-Hampshire, 2; Vermont, 1; l\fas
sachusetts, 8; Connecticut, 21; New-Jersey, 4t; Pennsyl
vanb, 17; Delaware, 2; l\laryland, 6; Yirginia, 15; North 
Carolina, 9; Arkansas, t ; l\lissouri, 4t; Tennessee, 10; 
Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, H ; California, 4; Oregon, 3-
103. 

N.i.vs-}faine, 5t; New-llampshire, 3; Vermont, 4; l\Ias
sachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3t; Kew
York, 35; New-Jersey, 2t; Pennsylvania, 10; l\laryland, 
2; North Carolina, l ; Arkansas, 1; l\lissouri, 4t; •ren
nessee, 2; Kentucky, 2; Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 
11; l\lichigan, 6; \Visconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 2t-
149. 

The several motions to lay on the table the question of 
reconsi<lering the votes by which each of the resolutions 
of the majority had been adopted, were then put and car
ried in the affirmative, and the several delegates who had 
been voted in were then admitted to seats. 

VIRGINIA WITHDRAWS. 

l\fr. Russell, of Virginia.-Ifit be the pleasure of your
self, l\Ir. President and the Convention, I will now make 
the brief announcement of which I made mention this 
morning. 

I will detain the Convention but a very brief time. I 
understand that the action of this Convention upon the 
various questions arising out of the reports from the 
Committee on Credentials has become final, complete and 
irrevocable. And it has become my duty now, by direc
tion of a large majority of the delegation from Virginia, 
respectfully to inform this body that it is inconsistent 
with their convictions of duty to participate longer in its 
deliberations. (Lou<l applause in the Convention aud in 
the galleries, with loud cries from the galleries.) 

The disorder continued for some minutes, after which 
l\Ir. Itussell resumed-Tile delegates from Virginia, 

who participate in this movement, have come to the con
clusion which I have announced, after long, mature and 
anxious deliberation, and after, in their judgment, hav
ing exhansted all honorable efforts to obviate this neces
sity. In audit.ion to the facts which appear upon your 
record, I desire th e attention of this borly long enough 
only to state that it is ascertained t.l!at the delegations 
to which you, sir, under the order of thi:; Convention, 
have just directed tickets to be issued-some of them at 
least and all of them whom we regard as the representa
tives of the Democracy of their :States-will decline to 
j oin here in the deliberations of this body. For the rest, 

the reasons which impel us to take this important step 
will be rendered to those to whom only we are responsi
ble, the Democracy of the Old Dominion. To you, sir, 
and to the body over wh'ch you presi<le, I have only to 
say in addition that we bid you a respectful adieu. 

'l'he portion of the delegation from Virginia which r~
tired then left their seats and proceeded out of the Hall 
shaking hands 1vith members of various delegations a~ 
they passed along. 

Ml' .. Moffatt, of Virginia-made a speech in 
defense of his course, aud that of his colleagues 
who remaiueu in the Convention. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. Lander, of Korth Carolina.-Mr. President, painful 
as the duty is, it is, nevertheless, my dut.y to announce 
here, as a representative of the delegates from North Caro
lina, that a very large majority of them are compelled to 
retire permanently from this Convention on account of the 
unjust action, as we conceive, that has this day been per
petrated upon some of our sovereign States and follow 
citizens 1>f the South. We of the South have heretofore 

n-rTHDRA WAL OF TENNESSEE. 

l\Ir. Ewing, of 'l'ennessee.-l\Ir. President, in behalf of 
the delegation from Tennessee, I beg lea.-e to address this 
Convention npon this occasion, so important, and, to us, 
so solemn in its conseqnences. The delegation from Ten
nessee have exhibited, so far as they knew how, every dis
position to harmonize this Convention, and to bring its 
labors to a happy result. They were the first, when the 
majority platform was not adopted, to seek for some pro
po,;ition for compromise-something that wonlrl enable us 
to harmonize. 'l'hey have a candidate who was dear to 
them. 'l'hey cast away his prospect for the sake of har
mony. 'l'hey have yielded all that they can. They have 
endeavored, with all their power, to accomplish the result 
they came here for; bnt they fear that the result is not to 
be accomplished in a manner tl\.at can render a just and 
proper account to their constituents. \\' e have conrnlted 
together, and, after anxious and long <leliberation, y;ithont 
knowing exactly what phase this matter might finally pre
sent, we have not adopted any decisiYe rnle for om action; 
but a large majority of our delegates-some iwcnty to four 
-have decided that, upon the result now obtained, we 
shall ask leave of th.is Convention to retire, that we may 
consult and announce our final action. \i' e shall take no 
further part in the deliberations of this Convention, unless 
our minds should change; an<l of that I can offer you no 
reasonable hope. 

A PORTIO~ OF :llARYLAXD W!THDRA 'YS. 

Mr. Johnson, of l\1arylanc1.-l\Ir. President, I am author
ized by my colleagues to report the state of facts in regard. 
to a portion of the lllaryland delegation. Representing, 
in part., a district in l\laryland upon which the first blood 
of the irrepressible conflict 'ms shed, a district which sent 
fifteen men in midwinter to the rescue of Philadelphia 
and :'\ew-.Jer:;e_;-, we are obliged now to take a step which 
dissolves om connection "·ith you, and to bid you a final 
n<lic-u. \\'e lrnYe made all sacrifices for the grand old 
Democratic: party, whose mission it has been to preserve 
the Co11stitnrion and to care for the Il.epublic for more 
than sixty years, until it now seems as if you were going 
to substitute '' man in the place of principle. (Calls to 
order.) I desire to be respectful. I desire to say that the 
action of the majority of the late Convention-a majority 
created by the operation of '1 teclmical unit rule impose<l 
upon the Convention contrary to Democratic precedent 
and usage-States have been disfranchi:;ecl, and districts 
dep~ived of their rigl1ts, until, in our opinion, it i; no longer 
consist.ent with our honor or Out' rights, or the l'ights of 
our constituents, to remain here. Cherishing deeply and 
warmly the remembrance of the many gallant dee<ls you 
have done for us in times past, hoping that hereafter no 
occasion may €Yer occur to weaken this feeling, I no11·, on 
behalf of the representatives of l\Iarylantl, tell you that 
in all fulure time, and in all future conte~ts, our lot is cast 
with the people of the South. 'l'heir God shall be our God, 
and their country our country. (Applause.) 

~fr. Gln.ss, of Virginia, declined any further 
particip~ttion in the proceedings of the Conven
tion, but did not indorse the action of his col
leagues in withdrawing. 

Mr. ·Watterson, of Tennessee, declined to 
withdraw. 

CALIFORXIA WITllDRAWS--AN EXCITE~IEXT. 

Mr. Smith, of Californi;i, said: While I cannot say 
with the gentleman from •rennessee (~Ir. Jone;) that my 
Dernocrncy daLe:; back to that time of which I have no re· 
collect1on, yet I can say that it is un:;potted as the vault 
of heaven. California is here with mela11choly face
Cali ·ornm is here with a lacerated heart, bleeding and 
weepiog over the dow11fall and the destrnction of the De-
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mocratic party. (Applause and laughter.) Ye1, sir, the I clare that we will not participate in the meantime in the 
destruction of the Democratic party, consum1I'ated by deliberations of this Convention, nor hold ourselves or 
asrnssins now grinni11g upon this floor. (Loud cries of I constituents bound by its action, but leave both at full 
"order,"" order,"" put him out," and great confusion.) liberty to act as future circumstances may dictate. 

DEL.A. W .A.RE WITIIDR.A. WS. 

Jlfr. Saulsoury did not desire to occupy the attention of 
the Convention but fo1· a moment. 'l'he dele!!ates from his 
State had done all in their power to prornote~the harmony 
and unity of this Convention, and it was their purpose to 
continue to do so . I am, however, instructed by the 
delegation to announce that. they desire to be excnsed 
from voting on "11y further ballots or votes, unless cir
cumstances should alter this det.e rmination. It is our 
desire lO be left free to act or not act, their desire being 
to leave the quest.ion open for the consideration of their 
constituents after their return home. 

l\Ir. Steele, of North Carolina, briefly addressed the 
Convention, stating that he, for the present, at least, 
should not retire. 

After explanations and debnte, the motion "Shall the 
mrtin question be now put," (to go into nomination of can
didates for President and Vice-President) was carried, and 
the Convention adjourned. 

KENTUCKY WITIIDR.A.WS IN PA.RT. 

On Saturday (23d), l\lr. Caldwell, of Kentucky, in be
half of the delegation from that State, said: 

'l'he circumstances in which we (the Kentucky Dele
gation) rtre placed are exceedingly embarrassing, and we 
liave not therefore been enabled to come to an em'rely 
harmonious conclusion. 'l'he result. is, however, that nine 
of the delegates of Kentucky remain in the Convention. 
(applause.) 'l'here are ten delegates who withdraw from 
the Convention. 

'l'he exact character of their withdrawal is set forth in a 
single par;ogni.ph, with their names appended, which I 
rle:;1re the 8ecretary to read before I sit down. '!'here are 
five others-completing lhe delegation-who desire for 
the present to suspend their connection with the action 
or th .s Convention. I will add here, that there may be 
no lllisun ders tanding, that I myself am one of those five, 
and we have al;o signed a short paper, which I shall also 
'l.Sk the 8ecretary to read to the Uouvention. 

I am requ ested by those who withdraw from the Con
vention, a11d by those who suspend their action for the 
present with the Cnnvention, to say that it is their wish 
tl1at their seats in this Convention shall not be filled or 
occupied by any others; and that no one shall claim the 
r ight to cast their votes. '.l'he right of those remaining in 
the Convention to cast their individual vote, is not by us 
questioned in any degree. But we enter our protest 
against any one casting our vote. 

I will a;.k the Se<;relary to rend the papers I have tndi
r:ated, and also one which a gentleman of our delegation 
has banded me, which he desires to be read. I ask that 
the three papers ue read. 

The first paper read was signed James G. 
I2each, the writer of which animadverted in 
mthcr strong terms upon the action of the Con
vention, in the matter of the admission and 
rejection of delegates from C'crtain States. 'l.'he 
communication was regarded as disrespectful to 
the Convention, and, on motion ot: Mr. Payne, 
of Ohio, it was returned to the writer. 'l.'he 
Secretary then read the other two communica
tions from the Kentucky. delegation as follows : 
To the II on. Caleb Onshin(J, Presidant of the National 

Deinocratfo Convention, as&ein/Jled ,in the l.Jif/y of 
Baltimo1·e: 

N. ·w. w1LLLD1soN, w. BRADLEY, 
G. A. C.nDWliLL, SaMUliL B. l<'rnLn, 

'l'Hos. J. You:rn. 
Resolved, 'l'hat the Chairman of our delegation be 

instructed to inform the Convention in our behalf that, in 
the present condition of that. body, we deem it inconsist
ent with our duty to ourselves and our constituents to 
participate further in its deliberations. Our reasons for 
so doing will be given to the Democracy of Kentucky. 

JNO. DISHMAN, L. Gm:t•:N, 
J. S. KENDALL, R. l\I. JOHNSON, 
Jos. B. BECK, CAL. BU1'LllR, 
D. w. QUAHLllS, R. NICKEB:, 
COLBERT Cl1CIL, JAM~S G. LEACH. 

Mr. Reed, of Ky., spoke briefly in defense of 
the course of the nine delegates from that State, 
who remained with the Convention. 

MISSOURI DEFINES IIER POSITION. 

Mr. Clark, of Missouri, announced as the re
sult of a c01isultation of a portion of the Mis
souri delegation, that two of that delegation 
bad decided to 1yithdraw from the Convention. 

Mr. Hill, of N. C., who had refused to retire 
with his colleagues on tbe previous day, now 
announced his in tention of withdrawing. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania, called for the 
vote upon his resolution to proceed to nominate 
candidates for President and Vice-President. 

MR. CUSHING Rl<:SIGKS TIIE CH.A.IR. 

Mr. Cushing resigned his post as presiding 
officer, in a brief speech, and lef~ the chair. 

Gov. Tod, of Oliio, immediately assumed the 
chair, and was greeted with enthusiastic and 
hearty cheers. After order was restored, he 
said: 

As the present presiding officer of this Convention by 
common consent of my brother Vice-Presidents, with 
great diffidence I assume the chair. '''hen I announce 
to you that for thirty-four years I have stood up in that 
district so long misrepresented by Joshun R. lriddings 
with the Democratic banner in my hand (applause), i 
know that I shall receive tile good wishes of this Con ven
lion, at least., for the discharge of the duties of the chair. 
lf there are no privileged questions intervening, the 
:::iecretary will proceed with the call of the States. 

MASSACHUSETTS DESIR~:s .A. IIE.A.RI1\G. 

Mr. Butler, of Mass., addressed the chair, and desired 
to present a protest. Objection was made by l\Ir. 
Cavanaugh, of Minnesota, and the States 1rere called on 
the question of proceeding to a vote for Pre,ident. 
When l\lassachusetts was called, l\Ir. Butler said : l\Ir. 
President, I have the instruction of a majority of the 
delegation from l'llassaclrnsetts to present a written pro
test. I will send it to the Uliair to have it. read. (Calls 
to order.) And further, with your leave, I desire to say 
what I think will be pleasant to this Convention. l'irst, 
that, while a majority of the delegation from :\lassachu
setts do not puq,ose furthe1· to partic:pate in the doings 
of this Convention, we desire to part, if we may, to meet 

'.l'he Democratic Convention for the Strtt.e of Kentucky, you as friends and Democrats again. ·we deoire to part 
helcl in the cit:v of Frankfort, on the 9rh day of J;1nuary, in the same spirit of manly courtesy with which we came 
lS611, a1110 11 g 01!1crs, ncloptetl the following resolut.ion: together. 'J'herefore, if you will allow me, instead ot 

Rewli'ell , 'l'hut. we plerlge the Democracy of Kentucky reading to you a Jong document, I \\'ill state, within ]Jar
to an honest. and in<lL1strious support of the nominee of liameatary usage, exactly the reasons why we take the 
the Charleston Convention. step we do. 

i'ince the adoption,'f this resolution, and the assembling 'l'hanking the Convention for thc:r courtesy, rtllow me 
of this Conl'ent1on, e~ '"nts have transpired not then con· to say that though we ha1·e protested against tl1e actir,n 
templ<tted, aot11·i t!Jstandi11g which ll'e lrnve labored dili- of this body excluding the delegates, although we a:-e not 
gently to pre:;e1 \'e the harmony anti unity of said Con- satisfied Ylith that a<:t.on-
vention; uuL <•is co,·d and dis ·ntegration have prevailed We have not dbcussed the question, ~Ir Prcsiclent, 
t o :;uch au extent that we fed that our efforts cannot wheLher the action of the Convention, in ex<:IL1ding cer· 
acco1nplb!t th:s end. tain delegates, could be any reason for withdraw<J.l \\ e 

'l'lierdore, will1out intending to vacate our seats, or to no1Y 11ut ou1· withtl1 awal before you, upon the simple 
join or participate in any other Couvention or organiza- ~rouud, a:nong others, that there has been a. wi tlHlrawal 
tion in this city, and with the intention of again co- ! iu part of a nH1jority of the States, and further \and tlrnt, 
operaUng "ith this Convention, should its uuily and; perl1aps, more persona! to myself), upon the ground rlw.t 
harmony be rc;;tored by any fuLure event, we now de- 1 will uot sit iu a Convention where the African sla1·e· 
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trade-which is piracy by the laws of my country-is ap- , tion of the Cincinnati Platform t durin"' the existence 
proviugly advocated. (Great sensation.) of the Territorial Governments ti{~ mea;'ure of restric· 

A portion of rhe Massachusetts del.egation here retired. tion, whatever it may be, impos~d by the Federal Consti-
111r .. Stevens, of Massachusetts, said-I am not ready \ tution on the power of the 'I.'erritorial Legislature over the 

at this. moment .to cast the .vote of l\Ia~sa~husetts, the subject of the domestic relations, as the same has been, or 
delegation bemg m consultation as to their nghts. shall hereafter be, finally determined by the Supreme Court 

The call proceeded, the chairman of each Con- I of the United ~tates.,shoul.d be respected by all good ci'.i· 
Ve11tl·on maki·nrr a speech on d ,1· c .· 1 ,.,. the vote zens, and enforced with p10mptness and fidelity by every 

o ' e 1 V 111 o branch of the General Government 
of his State; ~r~d Mr. Stevens fin::lly slated that, Mr. Payne, of Ohio, moved ·the previous ques-
a.lthough a portwn of the Mass.achusetts deleg~- tioo, and this resolution was adopted, with only 
t1ou ~1~d withdrawn, he was mstruc~ed by his two dissentin"' votes. 
remaimug colleagues to cast the entire vote of 0 

the State. THE SECEDERS' COST'EXTIOX. 
Mr. Russell, of New York, withdrew the name The delegates who had "·ithdrawn from the 

of Horatio Seymour as a candidate. The fol- Convention at the Front-Street Theater, to
lowing is the result of the ballotings for Presi- gether with the delegations from Louisiana and 
dent: .Alabama, who were refused admission to that 

FIRST Bil.LOT. SECO~D B.!LLoT. Convention, met at the :J\far:dand Institute on 
,,; ,,; Saturday the 28th of June. Twenty-one States 
:S ~ were representeJ either by full or partial dele-

~ ~ .~ ~ ·g .~ gations. The States not represented at all STATES. 
g> ~ .a '00 :§ ~ were Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, 
A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Michigan, New-Hampshire, New.Jersey, Ohio, 

Maine ............ 5t .... 7 Rhode Island, South Carolina, and \Visconsin. 
New-llampshite .. 5 .... 5 The Hon: Caleb Cushing, of .Massachusetts, 
Vermont. ....... 5 .... 5 was chosen to preside, assisted by vice-pre-
!11assachusetts. · · .10 · · · .lO sidents and secretaries. 
Hhode Island .... 4 .... 4 
Connecticut ...... 3i 1 .... 3t t The Con>ention adopted a rule requiring a 
New-York ...•.... 35 .... 35 vote of two-thirds of all the delegates present 
Ne,v-Jersey · · · · · · 2t · · · · 2t 

7 21 to nominate candidates for President and Vice-
Pennsylvania ... 10 3 3 10 • 
l\laryland ........ 2t · · · · 2} President; also that each delegate cast the YOte 
Virginia ........ 1t 8 to which he is entitled, and that each State cast 
North Carolina.·· 1 1

9 
only the number of votes to which it is entitled 

Alabama ........ 9 · 1 · · h C · Louisiana ........ 6 6 by its actua representat10n m t e onvent10n. 
Arkansas ........ 1 t lt The delegates from South Carolina and 
Missouri..········ 4t H. · · · 4

3
t H Florida accredited to the Richmond Conven-

'I.'ennessee . . . . . . . 3 · · · d t t k t · I · Kentucky ........ - 4t .... 3 lt t1on, were mvite o a ·e seas mt us. 
Ohio ............. 23 .... 23 .A committee of five, of which Mr. Caleb 
Indiana .... ···· .. 13 .... W Cushing was chairman, was appointed to ad-
Illinois. · · · · · · · · · ·11 · · · ·11

6 dress the Democracy of the Union upon the Michigan ......... 6 
Wisconsin ....... 5 5 principles which have governed the Convention 
Iowa ............. 4 .... 4 in making the nominations, and in vindication 
Minnesota.······· 2t t 1 · · · · 4 of.the principles of the party. The Convention 

Total. ...... 173t 5 10 181t 7t 5t also decided that the next Democratic 
On the first ballot, Henry A. Wise, of Virginia, received National Convention be held at Philadelphia. 

ta vote from Maryland; Bocock, of Va., received 1 vote Mr. Avery, of N. C., chairman of Committee 
from Virginia; D<.Lniel S. Dickinson,-!- vote from \'irginia; on Resolutions, reported, witli the ururnimous 
aml Horatio Seymour 1 vote from Pennsylnmia. 

Un the announcement of the first ballot, lllr. Church, of sanction of the Committee, the Platform re-
New-York, offered the following: ported by the majority of the Platform Com-

Rewlved imanimoibsly, 'l'hat Stephen A. Douglas, of rnittee at Charleston, and rejected IJy the Con· 
the ::>tate of Illinois, having now received two-thirus of all 
the votes given in this Convention, is hereby declared, in ac- vention, (see page 30) which was unanimously 
cordance with the rules governing this body, and in accord- adopted. 
ance with the uniform customs and rules of former Demo- 'l'he Convention adopt.cu a resolution in-

.cratic :-I ational Conventions, the regular nominee of the · h 1'.T • l C · 
•Democratic party of the United States, for the office of structmg t e .1., at1ona omm1ttee not to issue 
President of the United States. tickets of admission to their next N' ational Con-

1\'lr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, raised the point of order, veution in any case where there is a bona fide 
that the resolution proposed practically to rescind a rule contestant. 
of the Convention (requiring two-thirds of a full Conven-
tion, 20Z votes, to nominate), and could not, under the The Convention then proceeded to ballot for 
rules, be adopted without one day's notice. a candidate for PresiJent; and John U. Ilreckin-

'l'he Chait· ruled that the resolution was in order, and ridge, of Ky., rccei ved the unanimous vote of 
after a lengthy and animated debate it was withdrawn till ~ 
after another ballot should be taken. ·when the result of the Jelegates present as follows : 
the second ballot had been announced, l\lr. Church's re- Vermont...... ~ Florida ........ 3 Tennessee ..... !Ji 
solution was called up again and passed. l\Iassachusetts. 8 Alabama. . . . . . 9 Kentucky. . . . . 4t 

Benj. Fitzpatrick, of .Alabama, was nominated New-York .... 2 Louisiana ..... 6 l\linnesota ..... 1 
f V

. p 'd t · · 1081 d Pennsylvania .. 4 l\lississippi .... 7 California ..... 4 
or ice- res1 en , rece1vmg " 2 votes, an l\Iaryland ...... 4t 'rexas ......... 4 Oregon ........ 3 

Mr. William C. Alexander, of X. J., 1. [Mr. Virginia ... ._ ... lH I A1:kans~s ...... 4 
Fitzpatrick declined the nomination two days North Carolina. Br l\lrssour1. ...... 1 
afterward, and the National Committee i:;upplieJ Geoq;ia. · · · · .. lO I 

105 

the vacancy' by the nomination of llerscl.lel V. For Vice-President Gen. Joseph Lane, of 
Johnson, of Georgia]. Oregon, receiveJ the unanimous vote of the 

Gov. Wickliffe, of Loubiana, offered the following resolu 
tion as an aduition to the Platform adopted at Charleston 

Re;sof/ved, 'l'hat in its ac~ordance with the interpreta 

Convention (105), on the first ballot. .Aud 
then, after listening to a speech from Mr. Yancy, 
the Convention adjourned sine die. 



HISTORY OF THE STRUGGLE 

FOR 

SLAVERY EXTENSION OR RESTRICTION. 
:MAINLY BY DOCUMENTS. 

SLAVERY IN THE COLONIES. 

LUST of gold and power was the main im
pulse of Spanish migration to the regions beyond 
the Atlantic. And the soft and timid Ahori
gines of tropical America, especially of its 
islands, were first compelled to surrender what
ever they possessed of the precious metals to 
the imperi?us and grasping strangers; next 
forced to disclose to those strangers the sources 
whence they were most readily obtained; and 
finally driven to toil and delve for more, wher
ever power and greed supposed they might 
most readily be obtained. From this point, the 
transition to general enslavemeut was ready and 
rapid. The gentle and indolent natives, unac
customed to rugged, persistent toil, aud revolt
ing at the harsh and brutal severity of their 
Christian masters, bad but one unfailing re
source-death. Through privation, hardship, 
exposure, fatigue and de~pair, they drooped and 
died, until millions were reduced to a few miser
able thousands within the firilt century of Span
ish rule in America. 

A humane and observant priest (Las Casas,) 
·witue~si 11g these cruelties and sufferings, was 
moved by pity to devise a plan for their te1.·mi
nation. II e suggested and nrged the policy of 
substituting for these feeble and perishing 
"Indin,ns" the hardier natives of ·western Af
rica, whom their eternal wars and marauding 
invasions were constantly exposing to captivity 
and sale as prisoners of war, and who, as a race, 
might be said to be inured to the hardships and 
degradations of Slavery by an immemorial ex
perience. The suggestion was unhappily ap
proved, and the woes and miseries of the few 
remaining Aborigines of the islands known to 
us as "'Vest Indies," were inconsiderably pro
longed by exposiug the whole continent for un
numbered generations to the evils and horrors 
of African Slavery. The author lived to per
ceive and deplore the consequences of his ex
pedient. 

'l'he sanction of the Pope having been ob
tained for the African Sia ve-trade by represen
tations which invested it with a look of philan
thropy, Spanish and Portuguese mercantile 
avarice was readily enlisted in its prosecution, 

4 

and the whole continent, North and South ot 
the tropics, became a Slave-mart before the 
close of the sixteenth century. 

Holland, a comparatively new and Protestant 
State, unable to shelter itself from the re
proaches of conscience and humanity behind a 
Papal bull, entered upon the new traffic more 
tardily ; but its profits soon overbore all scruples, 
and British merchants were not proof against the 
glittering evidences of their success. But the 
first slave ship that ever entered a North 
American port for the sale of its human mer
chandise, was a Dutch trading-vessel which 
landed twenty negro bondmen at Jamestown, 
the nucleus of Virginia, almost simultaneously 
with the landing of the Pilgrims of the May
flower on Plymouth Rock, December 22d, 1620. 

The Dutch sl::tver had chosen his market with 
sagacity. Virginia was settled by CAVALIERS
gentlemen-adventurers aspiring to live by their 
own wits and other men's labor-with the neces
sary complement of followers and servitors. 
Few of her pioneers cherished any earnest liking 
for dowmight, persistent, muscular exertion; 
yet some exertion was urgently required to clear 
away the heavy forest which all but covered the 
soil of the infant colony, and grow the tobacco 
which early became its staple export, by means 
of which nearly everything required by its 
people but food was to be paid for in England. 
The slaves, therefore, found ready purchasers 
at satisfactory prices, and the success of the first 
venture induced others; until not only Virginia 
but every part of British America was supplied' 
with African slaves. 

This traffic, with the bondage it involved, had 
no justification in British nor iu the early 
colonial laws; but it proceeded, nevertheless, 
much as an importation of dromedaries to re~ 
place with presumed economy our horses and· 
oxen miaht now do. Georgia was the fi!l!lt 
amon"' the colonies to resist and condemn it in 
her o~io'inal charter under the lead of her noble 

0 
founder-governor, General Oglethorpe ; but 
the evil was too formidable and inveterate for 
local extirpation, and a few years saw it estab.
lished, even in Georgia; first evading or defy
ing, and at length molding and transforming the 
law. 
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It is very common at this day to speak of our I tions on emancipation : Mary land adopted both 
revolutionary struo-o-le as commenced and hur- of these in 1783. Korth-Carolinn, in l7c6, de-• 00 

ried forward bv a union of Free and Slave 1 clared the introduction of slaves into that Stat.e 
colonies; but s~ch is not the fact. However "of evil consequence, and highly impolitic," 
slender and dubion8 its legal basis, Slavery ex- and imposed a duty of £5 per head thereon. 
isted in each and all of the colonies that united Kew-York and Tew-Jersey followed the example 
to declare and maintain their independence. of Virginia and :Maryland, including the domes
Slaves were proportionately more numerous in tic in the same interdict with the foreign slave
certain portions of the South; but they were trade. Neither of these States, however, de
held with impunity throughout the .Xorth, ad· clared a general emancipation until many years 
verti;;cd like dogs or horses, and sold at auction, thereafter, and Slavery did not wholly cense in 
or otherwi~e, as cl:attels. Vermont, then a ter- .t~ew-York until about 1830, nor in New-Jersey 
ritory in dispnte between Xew-Hampshire and till a much later date. The distinction of Free 
New-York, and with very few civilized inh;ibi- and Slave States, with the kindred assumption 
tants, mainly on its Southern and Eastern bor- of a natural antagonism between the North and 
ders, is probably the only portion of the revolu- South, was utterly unknown to the men of the 
tionary coufocleration never pollnted by the Revolution. 
tread of a slave. Before the Declaration of Independence, but 

'l'be spirit of liberty, aroused or intensified dnring the intense ferment which preceded it, 
by the protracted struggle of the colonists and distracted public attention from everything 
agaiusG usurped and abused power in the else, Lord Mansfield had rendered bis judgment 
mother coumry, soon found itself engaged in from the King's Bench, which expelled Slavery 
natural antagonism against the current form of from E!lgland, and ought to have destroyed it 
domestic despotism. "How shall we complain in the colonies as well. The pbintiff in this 
of arbitrary or unlimited power exerted over us, famous case was James Somerset, a native of 
while we exert a still more despotic and inex- Africa, carrietl to Virginia as a slave, taken 
cusable power over a dependent and benighted thence by his master to England, and there in
race ?" was very fairly asked. Several suits cited to resist the claim of his master to bis 
were brought in Massachusetts-where the fires services, and assert bis right to liberty. In the 
of liberty burnt earliest and brightest-to test first recorded case, involving the legality of 
the leg;tl right of slave-holding; and the lead- modern Slavery in England, it was held (1677) 
ing Whigs gave their money and their legal that negroes, "being usually bought and sold 
services to support these actions, which were among merchants as merchandise, and also 
generally, on one. ground or another, success- being infidels, there might be a property in them 
fol. Efforts for an express law of emancipation, sufficie11t to maintain trover." But this was 
however, failed even in ;\fassachusetts; the overruled by Chief Justice Holt from the King's 
Legisln.ture, doubtless, apprehending that such Bench (1697,) l'uling that "so soon as a negro 
a measure, by alienating the slave-holders, would lands iu Englaud, he is free;" and again, (1702) 
incrc;tse Lhe number and power of the 'l'ories; that •· Lhere is no such thing as a slave by the 
but in 1777, a privateer having brought a lot of bw of England." This judgment proving ex
capture d sht vcs into J:unaica, and advertised ceedingly troublesome to planters and mer
thcm for sale, the General Court, as the Legis- chants from slave-holding colonies viaiLing the 
lativc Assembly was called, interfered and had mother countrywith theirservants,themerchants 
them set at libert?. The first Continental Con- concerned in the American trade, in 1729, pro
gress which resolved to resist the usurpations cured from Yorke and Talbot, the Attorney 
and oppressions of Great Britain by force, had General and Solicitor General of the Cro1YJ\, a 
already declared that our struggle would be written opi11ion that negroes, legally en~laved 
"for the rights of human nature,'' which the elsewhere, might be held as slaves i11 Enal:rnd 
Congre~s of 177 6, nnder the lend of Thomas and that even baptism was no bar to th; nw.s: 
Jeffer,;on, expa11dt>cl i11LO the nol>le allirmation ter's claim. This opinion was, in 1749, held to 
of the right uf "all 1ucu to lift', libert.v, and the be sound law by Yorke (now Lord Hardwicke,) 
pursnit ot' happine;:;::;," coutaiucd m the im111or- sitting as judge, on the ground that, if the con
tal prea111ble to the Declanttion of Independence. trary ruling of Lord Holt were upheld, it would 
A like averment that "all men are born free abolish Slavery in Jamaica or Virginia as well 
and equal,'' was in 1780 inserted in the Massa- as in England; British law being paramount in 
chusetts Bill of Rights; and the Supreme each. Tb us the law stood until Lord ~lanslicld 
Comt of that State, in 1783, on an indictment in Somerset's case, reversed it with evident re: 
of a master for assault and battery, held this luctance, and after havin"' vainly endeavored to 
declaration a bar to slave-holding henceforth in bring about an accom1~odation between the 
the State. parties. ·when delay would serve no 101wer 

A similar clause in the ~econd Constitution of and a judgment must be rendered, :llansti'eld 
New-Ilampshirc was held by the courts of that declared it in these memorable words: 
State to secure Freedom to every child, born 
therein after its adoption. Pennsylvauia, in 
1780, passed an act prohibiting the further in
troduction of slaves, and securing :Freedom to 
all persons born in that State thereafter. Con. 
necticut and Rhode-Isi<tnd passed similar acts 
in 178-!. Virgrnia, in 1778, on motion of Mr. 
Jefferson, prohibited the further importation of 
slaves; and in 1782, removed all legal restric-

"We cannot direct the law: the law must direct us. 
. . . . The state of Slavery is of such a nature that iL is 
incapable of being introduced on any reasons, moral or 
pohtical, but only by positive law, which pt·eserves its 
force long afLer the reasons, occa>ion, anu Lime itself 
whence it was created, is erased from tile memory. It is 
so odious that nothing can be sufficient to support it but 
p~sitive law. What~v.er inconveniences, therefore, may 
fodow from the declS!on, I cannot say that this case is 
allowed or approved by the law of England and titer<::· 
fore the black must be discharged." ' 
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The naturnl, if not necessary, effoct of this 
decision 011 Slavery in these colonies had their 
connection with the mother country been con
tinued, is sufficiently obvious. 

SLAVERY UNDER THE CONFEDERATION-

The disposition or management of unpeopled 
territories, pertaining to the thirteen recent 
colonies now confederated as independent 
States, early became a subject of solicitude 
and of bickering among those States, and in 
Congress. By the terms of their charters, 
some of the colonies had an indefinite extension 
westwardly, and were only limited by the power 
of the grantor. l\Iany of these cltartPrs con· 
fl.icted w:th each other-the same territory 
being included within the limits of two or more 
totally distinct colonies. As the expenses of 
the Revolutionary struggle began to bear 
heavily on the resources of the States, it was 
keenly felt by some that their share in the 
advantages of the expected triumph 1rould be 
less than that of others. Massachusetts, Con
necticut, New-York, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Georgia, laid claim to spacious domiuious 
outside of their proper boundaries; while New
Hampshire (save in Vermont), Rhode Island, 
New-Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and South 
Carolina, possessed no such boasted resonrces 
to meet t.he war-debts constantly augmenting. 
They urged, therefore, with obvious justice, 
that these unequal ad rnntages ought to be 
surrendered, and all the lands included within 
the territorial limits of the Union, but outside 
of the proper and natural boundaries of the 
seveml States, respectively, should be ceded to, 
and helfl by, Congress, in trust for the common 
benefit of all the States, and their proceeds em
ployed in satisfaction of the debts and liabilities 
of the Confederation. 'l'bis reasonable reqni::>i
tion was ultimately, but with l'!Ome reservations, 
respoude<l to. 

The IXth Continental Congress, under the Ar
ticles of Confederation, assembled at Philadel
phia, Nov. 3, 17 83, but adjourned next day to 
.A.nna polis, Md. The House was soon lefr without 
a quorum, and so coutinued most of the time
of course, doing uo business-till the 1st of 
March, 17 84, when the delegates from Virginia, 
in pursuance of instructions from the Legisla
ture of that State, signed the conditional deed 
of cession to the Confederation of her claims to 
territory northwest of the Ohio River. Kew
York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts had al
ready made similar concessions to the Confede
ratio-n of their respective claims to territory 
westward of their present limits. Congress 
hereupon appointed Messrs. Jefferson of Vir
ginia, Chase of .i\Iaryland, and Howell of Rhode 
Islaud, a Select Committee to report a Plan of 
Government for the ·western Territory. This 
plan, drawn up l>y Thomas Jefferson, provided 
for the government of all the Western terri
tory, including tl1at portion which had not yet 
bee11, but which, it was reasonably expected, 
would be, surrendered to the Confederation by 
the States of North Carolina and Georgia (a.nd 
which now forms the States of Tennessee, 
.Alabama and ~lis~is,;ippi), as well as that which 
had already been conceded by the more 
northern States. 

The report of the committee was in the 
following words: 

THE JEFFERSONIAN ORDINANCE, 1784. 
Resolved, That the territo1·y cecled, or to be ceded 

by individual States to the United States, whensoever 
tbe same shall have been purchased of the Indian 
inhabitants and offered for sale by the United States, 
shall be formed into additional States, bounded in the 
following manner, as nearly as such cessions will admit: 
that is to say, northwardly and southwardly by parallels 
of latitude, so that each State shall comprehend from 
rnuth to north, two degrees of latitude, beginning to 
count from the completion of thirty-one degrees north of 
the equator; lthe then southern boundary of the U.S.] 
but any territory northwardly of the forty-seventh degree 
shall make part of the State next below. And east
wa1·dly and westwardly they shall be bounded, those on 
the Mississippi, by that rive1· on one side, and the meri
dian of the lowest point of the rapids of the Ohio on tile 
other; and those adjoining on the east, by the same 
meridian on their western side, and on their eastern by 
the meridian of the western cape of the mouth of the 
Great Kanawha. And the territory eastward of this last 
meridian, between the Ohio, Lake Erie, and l'ennsyl
vnnia, shall be one State. 

'l'hat the settlers within the territory so to be pur
chased and offernd for sale shall, either on their own 
petition or on the order of Congress, receive authority 
from them, with appointments of time and place, for 
their free males of full age to meet together for the pur
pose of establishing a temporary government, to adopt 
the constitution and laws of any one of these States, so 
tlrnt such laws nevertheless shall be subject to altera
tion by their ordinary Legislature, and to erect, subject 
to a like alteration, counties or townships for the elec
tion of members for their Legislature. 

That such temporary goverument shall only continue i.n 
force in any State until it shall have acquired twenty thou
sand free inhabitants, when, giving due proof thereof to 
Congress, they shall receive from them authority, with 
appointments of time and place, to call a convention of 
representatives to establish a permanent constitution 
and government for t.h emselves: Provided, That both 
the t1:,1nporar·y ancl permanent governments be estab
lished on these p1·inciple8 as thefr basis: 

1. 'l'hat they shall fo rever remain a part of the 
United States of America. 

2. 'l'hat in their persons, property, an cl territory, 
they shall be subject to the Government of the United 
States in Congress assembled, and to the Artic les of 
Confederation in all those cases in which the original 
States shall be so subject. 

3. '!.'hat they shall be subject to pay a part of the 
Federal debts, contracted or to be contracterl, to be 
apportioned on them by Congress, according to the same 
common rule and measure by which apportionment; 
thereof shall be made on the other States. 

4. '!.'hat their respective governments shall be in 
republican forms, and shall admit no person to be a 
citizen who holds a hereditary title. 

5. That after the year 1800 of the Ohl'i8tian era, 
thue shall be neUher stuve1·y 1io1· involuntary servi
tude in a111y of the said States, otherwise than in 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted to have been persunally guilty. 

That whenever any of the said States shall have, of 
free inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any one of 
the least numerous of the thirteen 01·iginal States, such 
State shall be admitted, by its Delegates, into the Con
gress of the United States, on an equal footing with the 
said original States; after which the assent of two-third9 
of the United States, in Congress assembled, shall be 
requisite in all those cases whe1 ein, by the Confeder<Ltion, 
th" assent of nine States is now required, provided the 
consent of nine States to such admission may be ob
t.ained according to the eleventh of the Articles of 
Confederation. Until such admission by their Delegates 
into Congress, any of the said States, after the establish
ment of their temporary government, shall have autho
rity to keep a sitting member in Congress, with a right 
of rlebating, but not of voting. · 

That the territory northward of the forty-fifth degree, 
that is to say, of the completion of forty-five deg1 ees 
from the equ:i.tor, and extending to the Lake of the 
Woods, shall be called Syl!Vania; that of t.he terr:tory 
under the forty-fifth and fo rty-fourth degress, that which 
lies westward of Lake ~Jichigan, shall he called JJiichi
(JOnia; and that which is eastward thereof, within the 
peninsula formed by the lakes and waters of lllichigan, 
Huron, St. Clair, and .!£. ie, shall be called Ohers01u;sua, 
o.nd shall include any part of the peninsula which I:Jay 
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extend above the forty-fifth deg1·ee. Of the territory I taining his views of "non-intervention by 
under the forty-third and forty-second degrees, that to I Cono-ress" 
the westward, through which the Assenisipi or Rock Hiver 0 • • l d f d 
runs, shall be called .AN"'eni8ipia; and that to the\ The Ordmance, thus dep ete , a ter un ergo-
eastward, in which are the fountains of the Muskingum, ino- some further amendments, was finally ap
the two llliamies of the Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, pr~ved April 23d-all the delegates but those 
the J\liami of the Lake, and the Sandusky rivers, shall be . C· l' · · h 'ffi · , 
called j)fet;·opotamia. Of the te: ritory which lies under from South aro ma, votu~g Ill t e a rmatn_e. 
the forty-first and fortieth degrees, the west.ern, through In 1787, the last Contmental Congress, s1t
which the river Illinois runs, shall be called lltinoia; tin o- in N" ew-York simultaneously with the 
that next adjoining to the eastward, Saratoga; and C 0 

• Ph"! d 1 h" h" l f d 
that between this last and Pennsylvania, and extending onvent1on a~ . 1 a e P 1a W IC 1 :ame our 
from the Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called lJTashinoton. Federal Const1tut1on, took up the subject of the 
Of the territory which lies under the thirty-ninth and o-overnmeut of the 'Vestern Territory raising a 
thirty-eighth degrees, to which shall be added so much "'c · I f h' h 11.T. th ' D n f 
of the point of land within the fork of the Ohio and l\lis- omnnttee t rnreon, o w IC J.' a an a e, o 
sissippi as lies under the thirty-seventh degree; that to )fassachusetts, was Chairman. That Committee 
the westward, withii;i and adjacent to which ~re. the reported (July 11th), "An 01·dinance for the 
co~fluen_ces. of t_h~ 1:1ve_rs Waba_sh, S~awanee, 'Iamsee, o-overnment of the Territories of the United 
Oh10, lllino1s, 1\11ss1ss1pp1, and l\11ssoun, shall be called <; . ,, 
Potypotcimia; and that to the eastward, further up the States, JVorthwest of the Ohio -the larger area 
Ohi~,. o~berwise called the Pelisipi, shall be called contemplated by Mr. Jefferson's bill not having 
P~£~inpt ial.l t' a· t" l 1 ll b .,.. d been ceded by the Southern States claiming 

.L 1<a a ie p 1·ece Ln(J ar W es 8 La 13 ,10l'me d · · · 'l'l · b"Jl b d" d f' 
into a charter of compact, shall be duly executed by om1111on over it. 118 1 em o ie many o 
the President.of the United States, in Cong1:ess assem- the provisions originally drafted and reported 
bled, under his hand and the seal of the Umted States, bv Mr. J efl'erson but with some modifications 
shall be promulgated, and shalt St(J;nd asfwndamental • '. . . ' 
conditions between the thirteen original States and and concludes with ::<IX unalterable articles of 
those newly described, unalterable but by the joint perpetual compact, the last of them as follows: 
consent of the United States, in Congress assembled, 
and of the particular State within which such alteration 
is proposed to be made. 

April 19, this reported plan came up for 
consideration in Congress. Mr. Spaight of N. 
C. moved that the 5th proposition (prohibiting 
Slavery after the year 1800) be strit.:ken out of 
the plan of ordinance, and Mr. Read of S. C. 
seconded the motion. The question was put in 
this form : "Shall the words moved to be 
stricken out stand?" and on this question the 
Ayes and Noes were taken, and resulted as 
follows: 
N. HAMPSHIRE ..... Mr. Foster,. ............ ay I.A. 

JHr. Blanchard, ........ ay y. 
MASSACHUSETTS .... llfr. Gerry, ............. ay .A. 

lllr. Partridge, ......... ay 'Y· 
RITODE ISL. AND ..... l\Ir. Ellery, ............. ay ~.A. 
. l\Ir. Howell,. ........... ay Y· 
CONNECTICUT ...... lllr. Sherman, .......... ay .A. 

l\Ir, Wadsworth, ........ ay y. 
NE-.v-YoaK . ....... J\lr. De Witt, .......... . ay L.A. 

l\Ir. Paine, ............. ay I 'Y· 
NEW-JERSEY ...... Mr. Dick, .............. ay ~* 
PENNSYLVANIA .... l\Ir. lllilllin, ............ ay ~ 

Mr. l\Iontgomery, ...... ay .A.y. 
l\Ir. Haud, ............. ay 

llI.!.RYLAND ........ lllr. l\Icllenry, ......... no lu 
l\fr. Stone, ............. no I 0 • 

VIRGINIA . . .. ...... Mr. Jefferson, ...... , ... ay ~ 
l\Ir. Hardy, .. . . . . . . . . . no No. 
llfr. Mercer, ....... , . ... no 

N. CAROLIN.!. ...... lllr. Wil~~amson, ........ ay } Divided 
lllr. Spa10 ht, ........... no 

S. C.l.ROLINA ...... Mr. Read, ............. no lN, 
Mr. Beresford, ......... no I 0

• 

Here we find the votes sixteen in favor of )fr. 
Jefferson's restriction to barely seven against it, 
and the States divided six in favor to three 
against it. But the Articles of Confederation 
(Art. IX.) required an affirmative vote of a 
majority of all the States-that is, a vote of 
seven States-to carry a proposition; so this 
clause was defeated through the absence of one 
delegate from New-Jersey, in spite of a vote of 
more than two to one in its favor. Had the 
New-Jersey delegation been full, it must, to a 
moral certainty, have prevailed; had Delaware 
then been represented, it would probably have 
been carried, even without New-Jersey. Yet, 
it is this vo~e, so given and recorded, that :Mr. 
Douglas in his " Harper" essay claims as sus-

* No quorum. 

"There shall be neither Slavery nor involuntc.ry 
servitude, in the said Territory, otherwise than in 
punishment of crimes, whereof the parties shall be duly 
convicted." 

To this was added, prior to its passage, the 
stipulation for the delivery of fugitives from 
labor or service, soon after embodied in the 
Federal Constitution; and in this shape, the 
entire ordinance was adopted (July 13th) by a 
unanimous vote, Georgia and the Carolinas 
concurring. 

UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. 

The old Articles of Confederation having 
prornd inadequate to the creation and main
temi.nce of a capable and efficient national or 
central authority, a Convention of Delegates 
from the several States, was legally assembled 
in Philadelphia, in 1787-George Washington, 
President ; and the result of its labors was our 
present Federal Constitution, though some 
amendments mainly of the nature of restrictions 
on Federal power, were proposed by the several 
State Conventions assembled to pass upon that 
Constitution, and adopted. The following are 
all the provisions of that instl'Ument, which are 
presumed to bear upon the subject of Slavery: 

(Preamble): We, the people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

Art. I. § 1. All legislative powers herein granted, shall 
be vested in a Congress of the United States, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

§ 2. . . . • Representatives and direct taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several States which may be 
included within this Union, according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined, by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound to 
servitude for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. 

§ 9. 'l'he migration or importation of such persons as 
any of the 8tates now existing shall think proper to 
admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to 
the year l&OS; but a tax or duty may be imposed, noL 
exceeding ten dollars on e·acb person. 

The privilege of tJrn writ of habea& corpu& shall not 
be suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or 
invasion, the public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or e:v post facto laws shall be 
paased. 

Art. III. § 3. Treason againsi the Uni~ed States 
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shall consist only in levying war against them, or in ad
hering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. 

Art. IY. § 2. The citizens of each State shall be en
titled to all the privileges of citizens, in the several 
States. 

No person held to service or labor iu one State, 
under the la11·s thereof, escaping into another, ohall, in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis
charged f , om such service or labor, but shall be de
livered up on cla,m of the party to whom such service 
or labor may be due. 

'fhe Congr e~s shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the 
terr:tory or other property belonging to the United 
8tates: and nothing in this Constitution shall be so con
strued as to prejudice any claims of the United States, 
or of any particular State. 

§ 4. 'l'he lJnited States shall guarantee to every 
State in this l:-nion a republican form of government, 
and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on 
application of the legislature, or of the executive when 
the legislature cannot be convened, against domestic 
violence. 

Al't. VI. This Constitution, and the laws of the 
United States, which shall be made in pursuance thereof, 
and all the treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
the authority of the United 8tates, shall be the supreme 
law of the land; and the judges in every State shall be 
bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of 
any State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

CESSIONS OF SOu1'IIERN TERRITORY. 

The State of Kentucky was set off from tlle 
State of Virginia in l 7°90, by mutual agree
ment, and admitted into the Union by act of 
Congress, passed February 4th, 1791 ; to take 
effect June 1st, 1792. It was never a territory 
of the United States, nor under Federal juris
diction, except ns a State, and inherited 
Slavery from the "Old Dominion." 

The State of North Carolina, like several 
others, claimed, during and after the Revolu
tion, that her territory extended westward to 
the Mississippi. 

On the 22d of December, 1799-one month 
after the ratification of the Federal Constitution 
-North Carolina passed an act, ceding, oncer
tain conditions, all her territory west of her 
present limits to the United States. Among 
the conditions exacted by her, and agreed to 
by Congress (Act approved April 2nd, 1790) is 
the following : 

P1·ovided always, that no regulations made, or to 
be made, by Congress shall tend to emancipate slaves. 

The above are all-and perhaps more than Were it not then conceded that Congress 
all-the clauses of the Constitution, that have had the power to make regulations for the 
been quoted on one side or the or,her as bear- territories which would "teud to emancipate 
ing upon the subject of Slavery. slaves," this proviso would be utterly meaniug-

It will be noted that the word "slave" or less. 
"slavery" does not appear therein. Mr. Madi- Georgia, in like manner, ceded (April 2nd, 
son, who was a leading and observant member 1802) the territories lying west of her present 
of the Convention, and who took notes of its limits, now forming the States of Alabama aud 
daily proceedings, affirms that this silence was Mississippi. Among the conditions exacted by 
designed-the Convention being unwilling that her, and accepted by tile Uuitcd States, is the 
the Constitution of the United States should following: 
recognize property in human beings. In pas- Fifthly. 'l'ha.t the territory thus ceded shall become 
sages where slaves are presumed to be contem- a. State, and be admitted into the Union as soon as it 

l d h ·D 1 d · t d " shall contain sixty thousand free inhabitants, or, at an 
Pate , t ey are um orm Y esigna e as per- earlier period, if Congress shall think it expedient, on 
sons,'' never as property. Contemporary bis- the same couditions and restrictions, with the same 
tory proves that it was the belief of at least a privileges, and in the same manner, as is provided in the 
large portion of the delegates that Slavery ordinance of Congre s of the l;lth day of July, 1787, for 

" ~ the government of the " "estern territory of the United 
could not long survive the final stoppage of the States; which ordinance shall, in all its parts, extend to 
slave-trade, which was expected to (and did) the territory contained in the present act of cession, the 
occur in 1808. And, were Slavery this day article only excepted whicl1 forbids slavery. 
banished forever from the country, there might, EARLY ATTEMPTS TO OVERRIDE THE ORDINANCE. 

indeed, be some superfluous stipulations in the When Ohio c1802_3) was made a State, the 
Federal compact or charter; but there are none residue of the vast regions originally conveyed 
which need be repealed, or essentially modi- by the ordinance of '87 was continued under 
fied . Federal pupilage, by the name of "Indiaua 

A direct provision for the restoration of Territory," whereof \Vni. Henry Harrison (since 
fugitive slaves to their masters was, at least President) was appointed Governor. It was 
once, voted down by the Convention. Finally, quite commonly argued that, though Shwery 
the clause respecting persons "held to service was injurious in the long run, yet, as an expe
or labor,'' was proposed by .Mr. Butler, of South dient while clearing away the heavy forests, 
Carolina, and adopted with little or no opposi- opening settlemonts in the wilderness, and sur
tion. · mounting the inevitable hardships and priva-

The following, among the amendments to tions of border iife, it might be tolerated, and 
the Constitution, proposed by the ratifying con- even regarded with favor. .Accordingly, tb:e 
ventions of one or more States, and adopted, new Territory of Indiana made repeated efforts 
are supposed by some to bear on the questions to procure a relaxation in her favor of the re
now agitated relative to Slavery : strictive clause of the Ordinance of '87, one of 

Art. I. Congress shall make no law respecting an them throuo-h the instrumentality of a Conven
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- tion assembled in 1802-3, and presided over by 
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the Territorial Governor·, so he, with the great 
the Press, or of the rights of the people peacefully to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress bod v of bis fcllo w-delegatcs, memorialized Con
of grievances. crress, among other thiugs, to suspend tempor-

Art. II. A well-regulated militia being necessary to ~rily the operation of the sixth article of the 
the oecurity of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and !Jear arms shall not be infringed. Ordinance aforesaid. This memorial was re-

Art. V. No persons shall be .... deprived of life, ferred in the House to a select committee of 
liberty, ?r property, without due proces~ of law. i nor three two of them from Slave States with the 
hall pnvate property be taken for public use without I . ' l b t d J h R d 1 l 'h · 
just compensation. srnce ce e ra e o n an o p 1 as c airman. 
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On the 2nd of March 1803 Mr. Randolph made l tion of slaves, born within the United States, from any of 
h 

' ' . the individual States. 
what appears to ave been a unanimous report . . 
from this Committee, of which we give so much I '.I'h1s repor~ and resolve wer~ com~mtted ~n: 
us relates to Slavery-as follows: made a special order ?n the M?nda;. followm 0 , 

but were never taken mto cons1derat1on. '.l.'he rapid population of the State of Ohio sufficiently 
evinces, in the opinion of your Committee, that the labor 
of slaves is not necessary to promote the growth and 
settlement of colonies in that region; that this labor
demonstrnbly the dearest of any-can only be employed 
in the cultivation of products more valuable than any 
known to that quarter of the United States; that the 
Committee deem it highly dangerous and inexpedient to 
impair a provision wisely calculated to promote the hap
piness and prosperit of the northwestern country, and 
to give strength and security to that extensive frontier. 
In the snlutary operation of this sagacious and benevo
lent restraint, it is believed that the inha,bitants of Indi
ana will, at no very distant day, find ample remunera
tion for a temporary privation of labor, and of emigra
tion. 

The Committee proceed to discuss other sub
jects set forth in tbe prayer of the memorial, 
and conclnJe with eight resolves, whereof the 
only on e relating to Slavery is as follows: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to suspend, for a 
limited time, the operation of the sixth article of the 
compact between the original States and tlie people and 
States west of the river Ohio. 

This Report having been made at the close 
of the Se~:,ion, was referred at the next to a 
new Com111ittee, whereof Cresar Rodney, a new 
Repre.~e ntative from Delaware, was Chairman. 
Mr. Rodney, from this Cornmittee, repolted 
(February 17th, 1804), 

That, taking into their consideration the facts 
stated in the said memorial and µetition, they are in
duced to believe that a qualified suspension, for a limit
ed time, of the sixth article of compact between the 
original St>tte3 and the people and :States west of the 
river Ohio, might be productil•e of benefit and advan
tage to said Territory. 

The Report goes on to discuss the other 
topics eml>raccd in the Indiana memorial, autl 
concludes with eight resolves, of which the first 
(and only one relative to ::llaYcry) is as follows: 

R•so'/Jved, That the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
1787, which prohibited Slavery within the said 'l'erritory, 
be suspended in a qualified manner, for ten years, so as 
to perwit the introduction of slaves, born within the 
United States, from any of the individual States; pro· 
vided, that such individual State does not permit the 
importation of slaves from foreign countries: ltnd pro
vided, fiii·ther, that the descendants of all such slaves 
shall, if males, be free at the age of twenty-five years, 
and, if females, at the age of twenty-one years. 

The House took no action on this Report. 
The original memorial from Indiana, with 

several additional memorials of like purport, 
was again, in 1805-6, referred by the House to 
a selei.:t committee, wh ereof Mr. Garnett of Vir
ginia was chairman, who, 011 the 1-±th of Febru
ary, 180G, made a r port in favor of the prayer 
of the petitioners-a::> follows: 

That, having attentively considered the facts stated 
in the said petitions and memorials, they are of opinion 
that a qualified suspension, for a limited time, of the 
sixth ar,ticle of the compact between the original States, 
and the people and States west of the river Ohio, would 
be beneficial to the people of the Indiana Territory. 
The suspension of this article is an object almost univer
sally desired in that Territory. 

After tliscus::>ing other subjects embodied in 
the Indiana memorial, the Committee close with 
a sPries of R esoh·e0>, which they commend to 
the aJoption of the llou:;e. The first and only 
one germane to our subject is as follows: 

R esowed, 'l'h:tt the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
1787,11 hich prohibits Slavery within the Indiana Territory, 
be bu>pt:nded for ten years, so as to permit the introduc-

At the next session, a fresh letter from Gov. 
William Henry Harrison, inclosing resolves of 
the Legislative Council and House of Represen
tatives in favor of suspending, for a limited pe
riod, the sixth article of compact aforesaid, was 
received (Jan. 21st, 1807) and referred to a Se
lect Committee, whereof Mr. B. Parke, delegate 
from said Territory, was made Chairman. The 
entire Committee (Mr. Nathaniel Macon, of N. 
C., being now Speaker,) consisted of 
~hssRs. ALSTON, of N. C. , Rma, of Tenn. 

MASTERS, of N. Y. SANDFORD, of Ky. 
MORROW, of Ohio. '.!.'RIGG, of Va. 

p ARKE, of Ind. 
Mr. Parke, from this Committee, made (Feb. 

12th,) a third Report to the House in favor of 
granting the prayer of the memorialists. 

This report, with its predecessors, was com
mitted, and made a special order, but never 
taken into consideration. 

The same letter of Gen. Harrison, and resolves 
of the Indiana Legi~lature, were submitted to 
the Senate, .Jan. 21st, 1807. They were laid on 
the table "for consideration," and do not ap
pear to have even been referred at that session; 
but at the next, or first session of the fourth 
Cougress, which convened Oct. 26th, 1807, the 
President (Nov. 7th) submitted a letter from 
Gen. Harrison and his L egislature-whether a 
new or old one does not appear-and it was now 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
.Messrs. J. Franklin, of K. C., Kitchel, of N. J., 
and Tiffin, of Ohio. 

Nov. 13th, Mr. Franklin, from said committee, 
reported as follows: 

The Legislative Council and House of Representa
tives, in thei r resolutions, express their sense of the pro
priety of introducing Slavery into their Territory, and 
solicit the Congress of the United States to suspend, for 
a given number of years, the sixth art,icle of compact, 
in the ordinance for the government of the 'l'erritory 
northwest of the Ohio, passed on the 13 Lh day of July, 
1787. 'l'hat article declares: "'.!.'hem shall be neit.her 
Sia very nor involuntary servitude within tlie said 'l'er
ritory." 

'1'11e citizens of Clark County, in their remonstrance, 
express their sense of the impropriety of the measure, 
and solicit the Congress of the United States not to act 
on the subject, so aa to permit the introduction of slaves 
into the 'l'erritory; at least, until their population shall 
entitle them to form a Constitution and State Govern· 
ment. 

Your Committee, after duly considering the matter, re
spectfully submit the following resolution: 

Resowed, That it is not expedient at this time to sus
pend the sixth article of compact for the government of 
the Territory of the United States northwest of the river 
Ohio. 

And here ended, so far as we have been able 
to discover, the effort, so long and earnestly 
persisted in, to procure a suspension of the re
striction in the Ordinance of 1787, so as to 
admit Slavery, for a limited term, into the Ter
ritory lying between the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, now forming the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, .Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

THE FIRST MISSOURI STRUGGLE. 

The vast and indefinite Territory known as 
Louisiana, was ceded by France to the United 
States in the year 1803, for the sum of $15,000,-
000, of which $317 50,000 was devoted to the 
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payment. of American claims on France. This I to ~his amendment, which was sustained by the 
territor.v had just befol'e been ceded by Spain to following vote: [taken first on agreeing to so 
France without pecuniary consideration. Slave-1 much of it as precedes and includes the w0rd 
holding had loug b0en allowed therein, alike "convicted."] 
ur1der Spanish a11d French rule, and the Treaty Yeas-For the Restriction: 
of Cession contained the following stipulation: New-Hampshire......... 4 New-York .............. 23 

Art. UL 'l'he inhabitants of the c.;eded Territory 
shall lJe incorporated into the Union oft.he United States, 
and admitted as soon as possible, according to the prin
ciples of the Federal Con:;titution, to the enjoyment of 
all tJ.e rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of 
the Uni1e<l S1ates; and in the meantime they sl1all be 
maintained ancl protec.;ted in the free enjoyment of 
their liberty, propeny, and the religion which they 
profess. 

The State of Louisiana, embodying the south
ern portion of this acquired territory, was re
co .~nized by Congress in 1811, and fully admit
ted in 1812, \\ith a State Constitution. Those 
who chose to dwell among the . inhabitarrts of 
the residue of the Louisiana purchase, hence
forth called Missouri 'l'enitory, continued to 
hold slaves in its sparse and small but increas
ing settlements, rnrrinly in its southeastern quar
ter, and a pro-Slavery Court-perhaps any Court 
-would undoubtedly have pronounced 8lavery 
legal anywhere 011 its vast expanse, from the 
Mississippi to the crests of the Rocky Mountains, 
if not beyond them, and from the Red River of 
Louisiana to the Lake of the \Yood::i. 

The XV th Congress assembled at Washington, 
on Monday, Dee. l:>t, 1817. Henry Clay was 
chosen Speaker of the House. hlr. J obn Scott 
appeared on the 8th, as delegate from Missouri 
Territory, and was admitted to a seat as such. 
On the 16th of M;ll'ch following, he preseated 
petitions of sundry inhabitants of Missouri, in 
addition to similar petition;;; alt·eady presented 
by him, praying for the admission of Missouri 
into the Union as a State, which were, on mo
tion, referred to a Select Committee, consist ... 
ing of 

l\Iessr~. Scott, of l\Io. ; Poindexter, of l\1iss.; Robert
son, of Ky. ; Hendricks, of Ind.; Livermore, of N. H.; 
l\Iills, of illass.; BuJdwin, of Pa. 

April 3d, .Jfr. Scott, from this Committee, re
ported a bill to authorize the people of Missouri 
Territory to form a Constitution and State 
Government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States; wliich bill was read the first 
and second time, and sent to the Committee of 
the \Vbole, where it slept for the remainder of 
the session. 

That Congress convened at \Vashington for its 
second session, on the 16th of K ovember, 1818. 
Feb. 13th, the llouse went into Committee of 
the Whole-Gen. Smith, of Mil., in the Chair
and took up the Missouri bill aforesaid, which 
was considereil through that sitting, as also that 
of the lfith, when several amendments were 
adopted, tlie most important of which was the 
following, moved in Committee by Gen. James 
Tallmadge, of Duchess county, New-York, 
(lately deceased) : 

And pr01Jided also, 'rhat the further introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude bi> p1·oh1b1ted, except 
for the punishment of c.;ri111es, whereof the party shall l.Je 
duly convic.:tecl: and that all cliiltlren of slaves, born 
within the s;1itl State after the ad1nis;i ,m thereof into the 
Union, shall be free, but may !Je heltl to service until the 
age of twenty.five years. 

On coming out of Committee, the Yeas and 
Kays were called on tbe question of agreeing 

l\lassachuset.ts .......... 15 New.Jersey............ 5 
Hhode Island........... 1 Pennsylvania .......... 20 
Connecticut........ . .. 7 Ohio........... . . . . . . . 5 
Yermont... .. . . . . . . . . . 5 Indiana................. 1 

Delaware.............. 1 

Total Yeas 87-only one (Delaware) from a 
Slave State. 

NayB-A(!ainat the Restriction: 
Massachusetts.... . . . . . . 3 Yirginia ................ 18 
New-York........... . . . 3 North Carolina ......... 13 
New-Jersey............ 1 South Carolin<!......... 6 
New-Hampshire ......... 1 Georgia ................ 4 
Ohio............. . . . . . . 1 Kentucky.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Illinois. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Tennessee.. . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Delaware............... 1 Mississippi..... . . . .. . . . . 1 
l\Iaryland.............. 9 Louisiana............... 1 

Total Kays, 76-10 from Free States, 66 from 
Slave States. 

The House now proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the reported amendment (from the 
word "convicted" abo,·e), which was likewise 
sustained.-Yeas, 82; Kays, '78. 

So the whole amendment-as moved by Gen. 
Tallmadge in Committee of the Whole, and 
there carried-was sustained when reporteil to 
the House. 

Mr. Storrs, of Kew York (opposed to the Re
striction), now moved the striking out of so 
much of the bill as provides that the new State 
shall be admitted into the Union "on an equal 
footing with the original States "-which, he 
contended, was nullified by the votes just taken. 
The House negatived the motion. 

Messrs. Desha, of Ky., Cobb, of Ga., and 
Rhea, of Tenn., declared against the bill as 
amended. 

Messrs. Scott, of Mo., ri.nd Anderson, of Ky., 
preferred the bill as amended, to none. 

The House ordered the bill, as amended, to 
a third reading; Yeas, 98 ; Nays, 56. The bill 
thus passed the House next day, and was sent 
to the Senate. 

The following Rketch of the debate on this 
question (Feb. 15th) is condensed from that 
in the Appendix to Niles's Register, vol. xvi. 

BOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 15, 1819. 

Mr. Tallmadge, of New York, having moved 
the following amendment on the Saturday pre
ceding-

" And providecl that the introa1iction of Slavery, 01· 
involwntary se1·vitude, be prohibited, ewcept ;or· the 
punishment of m•iines, whe1:eo.fthe part;y l~a s. been du':'-J 
co'Tl/l)foted · cmd that all chitd1·e?i born within the said 
State, ajte~· the admission thereof into the Union, shalt 
be declared.free at the G(!e o/25 years," 

l\Ir. Fuller, of Massachusetts, argued that, to etrect a ~on
cert of interests it was proper to make concessions. The 
States where Sla~ery existed not only claimed the righ.t to 
continue it, but it was manifest that a gene~·,al ~man~1pa
tion of slaves could not be asked of them. Ihe1r political 
existence would have been in jeop?-rdy; both masters and 
slaves must have been inYoll·ed m the most fatal conse-
quences. .1 • • "d d · To guard ao-ainst such intolerable ev1 s, it is provi e m 
the Constitutlon "that the migration or importation of 
such persons, as 'any of the .e<J?iStii~(! States think proper 
to admit shall not be prohibited till 1808.-Art. 1, sec. 9. 
And it is' provided elsewhere, that persons held to service 
by the laws of any State, shall be given up by other 
States to which they may have escaped, etc.-Art. 4, sec. 2. 

The;e provisions effectually recos-'lized the right in the 
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States which at the time of framing the Constitution, held 
the bl'acks ~ Slavery to continue so to hold them until 
they should think pr~per to meliorate their condition. 
'l'he Constitution is a compact among all the States then 
existing, by which certain principles of _go:·e~·nmen_~ are 
established for the whole and for each md1ndual ::state. 
The predominant prin~iple in both respects is, that 
ALL ~rn'.'I ARE FREE, and have an EQUAL l\!GHT TO I.llJERTY, 
and all other privileges; or, in otl~er. words, the pre
dominant principle is REPUBLICANISM, m its largest sense. 
But then the same compact contains certain excep
tion~. 'l'l;e Stntes then holcling slaves are per·mitted, 
from the necessity of the case, and for the sake of union, 
to exclude the republican principle so far, and only 
so far as to retain their slaves in servitude, anrl also their 
pro,.,eby as had been the usage, until they should think it 
proper o~· safe to conform to the pure principle, by abolish
ing Slavery. 'l'he compact contains on it; face the 
genel'al principle and the exceptions. But the attempt 
to extend Sla,·ery to the new States, is in direct violation 
of the chuse which gaarantees a republican form of gov
ernment to all the States. 'l'his cluuse, indeed, must be 
construed in connection with the exceptions before men
tioned; but it cannot, without violence, be applied to any 
other States than those in which Slavery was allowed at 
the formation of the Constitution. 

The Speaker (Clay) cites the first clause in the 2d 
section of the 4th article-" 'l'he citizens of ea ch State 
shall be entitled to all the privileges ancl immunities of 
citizens of the se,·eral States," which he thinks would be 
violated by the condition proposed in the Constitution of 
Missouri. 'l'o keep slaves-to make one portion of the 
population the property of iwother-harrlly deserves to be 
called a, ]Jl'ivile(Je, since what is gained b:r the masters 
must be lost by the slaves. But, independently of this 
consideration, 1 think the ohserrntions already offered to 
the committee, showing that ltolding the black population 
in servitude i; an exception to the g;eneral principles of 
the Constitution, an<! cannot he aliowe-1 to extend beyond 
the fair import of the terms by which that exception is 
provided, are a sufficient answer to the objection. 'l'he 
gentleman proceeds in the same train of reasoning, !!.nd 
asks, if Congress can reqnire one condition, how many 
more can be required, an rl where the~e conditions will 
end? With regard to a republiC<Ln constitution, Congress 
are obli(jed to require t.hat comlition, anrl that is enough 
for the present question; but I contend, further, that 
Congress has a right., at their discretion, to require any 
other reasonable condition. 8everal others were required 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and lllis:;issippi. The State of 
Louisiana, which was a part of the territory ceded to us a,t 
the same time with :\lissouri, was required to provide in 
her Constitution for trials by jury, the writ of habeas cor
pus, the principles of ci1·il and religious liberty, with 
several others, peculiar to that State. 'l'hese, certainly, 
are none of them more indispensal>le ingredients in a re
publican form of government than the equality of privi
leges of all the population; yet these have not been denied 
to be reasonable, arnl warranted l>y the :K ational Consti-
tution in the adn1ission of new States. . . . 

One gentleman, however, has contended against the 
amendment, beeause it abridges the rights of the slave
holding States tn transport thdr slaves to the new States, 
for sale or otherwise. 'l'his aq;nment is attempted to be 
enforced in \'al'ious ways, and particularly by the clause 
in the Con:'titution last cited. It admits, however, 
of a Yery ckar answer, hy recurring to the 9th sec
tion of article 1st, which provides that" the mi(Jration or 
importation of such iwrsons as any of the States then ex
isting shall admit, shall not be prohibited by Congress till 
1808." This clearly implies that the ?ni(Jl'lltion and im
portation nwy he prohibited after that. year. The impor
tation has been prohibited, but the migration has not 
hitherto l>een restrained; Congress, however, may restrain 
it, when it may he jullgetl expedient. 

'l'he expeditncy of this measure is ver.v apparent. The 
opening of an extensive slave market will tempt the 
cupidity of those who, otherwise, perhaps, might gradu
ally emancipate their slaves. ·we hnve heard much, 
Mr. Chairman, of the•Colonization Society; an institu
tion which is the favorite of the humane gentlemen in 
the slal'e-holt!ing States. 'l'hey have Ion~ been lament
ing the mioetie; of !:>la very, and earnestly seeking for a 
remed,1' co111pati1Jle with their 011·n safet.v, a.nd rhe happi
ness of their slaves. At last, the great desideratum is 
found-a colony in Af1 ica for the emanc;pated blacks. 
How will the generous intentions of these humane per
sons be frustrated, if the price of slaves is to Ile doubled 
by a new ant! l>oundless niarket ! Instead of emancipa
tion of the slaves, it, is much to be feared that unprinci
p!Pd wretches will be found kidnapping those who are 
n lr.iacly free, and transporting and selling the hapless 
victims into hopeless bondage. Sir, I really hope that 

Congress will not contribute to disc?untenan?e a_nd ren
der al>ortive the generous and ph1lanthrop1c views of 
tbis most worthy and laudable society. 

Mr. 'l\tllmaLlge, of 1\ew York, followed-
Sir said he it has been my desire and my intention to 

avoid any debate on the present painful and unpleasant 
subject. \\·hen I hat! the honor to submit to this llouse 
the amendment now under consideration, I accompanied 
it with a declaration that it was intended to confine its 
operation to the newly acquired 'ferritory across the 
Mississippi; and I then expressly declared that I would 
in no nrnnner intermeddle with the slave-holding States, 
nor attempt manumission in any one of the original States 
in the Union. Sir, I even went further, and stated that 
I was aware of the delicacy of the subject---and, that I 
bad learned from Southern gentlemen the difficulties 
and the dangers of having free blacks intermingling 
with slaves· and, on that account, and with a view to 
the safety ~f the white population of the adjoining 
States, I would not even advocate the prohibition of 
Slavery in the Alabama 'l'erritory; because, surrounded 
as it was by slave-holding States, and with only imaginary 
lines of division, the intercourse bet11·een slaves and 
free blacks could not be prevented, and a servile war 
might be the result. While we deprecate and mourn 
over the evil of Slavery, humanity and good morals re
quire us to wish its abolition, under circumstances con
sistent with the safety of the white population. Wil
lingly, therefore, will I submit to an evil which 1ve can
not safely remedy. I admitted all that had been said of 
the danger of having free blacks visible to slaves, and, 
therefore, did not hesitate to pledge myself that I would 
neither advise nor attempt coercive manumission. But, 
sir, all these reasons cease when we cross the banks of 
the lllississippi, into a Territory separated by a natural 
boundary-a newly acquired Territory, never contem
plated in the formation of our government, not included 
within the Compromise or mutual pledge in the adoption 
of our Constitution-a new 'l'eri itory acquired by our 
common fund, and which ought justly to be subject to 
our common legislation. 

Sir, when I submitted the amendment now under con
sideration, accompanied with these explanations, and 
with these avowal; of my intentions and of my motives 
I did expect that gentlemen who might differ from 
me in opinion would appreciate the liberality of my 
views, nnd would meet me with moderation, as upon a 
fair subject for general legislation. I did expect, at 
least, that the frank declaration of my views would pro
tect me from harsh expressions, and from the unfriendly 
i'lnputations which lun-e been cast out on this occasion. 
But, sir, such has been the character and the violence of 
this debate, and expressions of so much intemperance, 
and of an aspect so threatening have been used, that 
continued silence on my part would ill become me, who 
had submitted to this House the original proposition. 

Sir, has it already come to this: that in the Congress of 
the United States-that, in the Legislative councils or 
Republican Ame1·ica, tl1e subject of Slavery has become 
a subject of so rnueh feeling-of such delicacy-of such 
danger, that it cannot safely be discussed? Are mem
bers who venture to express their sentiments on this 
subject, to be accused of talking to the galleries, with 
inteution to excite a servile war; and of meriting the 
fate of Arbuthnot. and Ambrister? Are we to be told of 
the diosolution of the Union, of civil war ant! of eas of 
blood? And yet, with such awful threatenings before us, 
do gentlemen, in the same breath, insist upon the encour
agement of this evil; upon the extension of this monstrous 
scourge of the human race? An evil so fraught with 
such dire calamities to us as individuals, and to our 
nation, and threatening, in its progress, to overwhelm the 
civil and religious institutions of the country, with the 
liberties of the nation, ought at once to be met, and to be 
controlled. If its power, its influence, and its impending 
dangers, have already arrived a,t such a point, that it is 
not safe to discuss it on this floor, and it cannot now 
pass under consiileration as a proper subject for general 
legislation, what will be the result when it is spread 
through your widely-extended domain? Its present 
tl1l'e>Ltening aspect, and the violence of its supponers, so 
far from in<lucmg me to yield to it progress, prompt me 
to resist its march. Now is the time. It must now be 
met, and the extension of the evil must now be prevented, 
or the occasion is irrecoverably lost, ant! the evil can 
never be controlled. 

Sir, extent! your view across the Mississippi, over your 
newly-acquired 'l'erritory-a 'l'erritory so far surpassing, 
in extent, the limits of your present country, that 
country which gave birth to your nation-which achieved 
your Hevolution-consolidated your Union-formed your 
Constitution, and bas subsequently acquired so much 
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glory, hangs but as an appendage to the extended empire I presented, were immediately concerned. But when a 
over which your Republican Government is now called to question such as the amendments proposed by the gentle
bear sway. Look down the long vista of futurity; see men from Kew York (1\Iessrs. 'l'allmadge and 'raylor), was 
your empire, in extent unequaled, in advantageous I presented for consideration, involving constitutional prin
situation without a parallel, and occupying all t.he valua- ciples to a vast amount, pregnant with the future fate of 
ble part of one continent. Behold this extended empire the Territory, portending destruction to the liberties of 
inhabi ted by the hardy sons of American freemen'. that people, directly hearing on their rights of property, 
knowing their rights, and inheriting the will to protect their state rights, their all, he should consider it as u dere
them-owners of the soil on which they live, and inter- liction of his duty, as retreating from his post, nay, double 
ested in the institutions which they la!Jor to defend; with criminality, did he not raise his voice against their adop
two oceans laving your shores, and tributary to your tion. 
purposes, bearing on their bosoms the commerce of our Mr. Scott entertained the opinion, that, under the Con
people; compared to yours, the governments of Europe stitution, Congress hiLd not the po,yer to impose this, or 
dwindle into insignificunce, and the whole world is with- any other restriction, or to require of the people of Illis
out a parallel. .But, sir, reverse this scene; people this souri their assent to this condition, as a pre-requisite to 
fair domain with the slaves of your planters; extend their admission into the Union. 11e contended tLis from 
Sl{]!l)ery, this bane of man, this abomination of heaven, the language of the Constitution itself, from the )Jractice 
over your extended empire, and you prepare its dissolu- in the admission of new. States under that instrument, and 
tion; you turn its accumulated strength into positive from the express terms of the treaty of cession. 'l'he 
weakness ; you cherish a canker in your breast. ; you short view he intended to tal'e of those points would, he 
put poison in your bos0m; you placP. a vulture preying trusted, be satisfactory to all those who were not so 
ou your heart-nay, you whet the dagger and place it in anxious to usurp power as to sacrifice to its attainment 
the hands of a portion of your populi.tion, stimulated to the principles of our government, or who were not desir
use it, by every tie, human and divine. The envious con- ous of prostrating the rights and independence of a Sta.tt> 
trast between your happiness and their misery, between to chimerical views of policy or expediency. The authority 
your liberty and their slavery, must constantly prornpt to admit new States iuto the "Cnion was granted in the 
them to accomplish your destruction. Your enemies will third section of the fourth article of the Constitution, which 
learn the source aud the cause of your weakness. As declared that "new States may be admitted by the Con
often as external dangers shall threaten, or internal com- gress into the Union." 'l'he only power given to the Con
motions await you, you will then realize that, by your gress by this section appeared to him to be, that of pass
own procurement, you have placed amidst your families, ing a law for the admisoion of the new State, leaving it in 
and in the bosom of your country, a population produc- possession of all the rights, privileges, and immunities, en
ing at once the greatest cause of individual clanger, and joyed by the other States; the most valuable and promi
or national weakness. With this defect, your govern- neut of which was that of forming and modifying their 
ment must crumble to pieces, and your people become the own State Constitution, and over "l'l'hich Congress had no 
scoff of the world. superintendin" control, other than that expressly given in 

Sir, we have been told, with apparent confidence, that the fourth se~tion of the same article, which read, "The 
we have no right to annex conditions to a State, on its ad- United States shall guarantee to every State in this L'nion 
mission into the Union; and it has been urged that the a republican form of government." This end accomplished, 
proposed amendment, prohibiting the further introduction the guardianship of the t.::nited States over the Constitu
of Slavery, is unconstitutional. 'l'his position, asserted tions of the several States was fulfilled; and all restrictions, 
with so much confidence, remains unsupported lJy any limitations and conditions beyond this, was so mucl1 power 
argument, or by any authority derived from the Constitu- unwarrantably assumed. Jn illustration of this position, 
tion itself. The Constitution strongly indicates an opposite he would read an extract from one of the essays written 
conclusion, and seems to contemplate a dift'erence be- by the late President llladison, contemporaneously with 
tween the old and the new States. The practice of the the Constitution of the l]nited States, and from a very 
government has sanctioned this difference in many re- celebrated "\'l'ork: "In a confederacy founded on republi
spects. can principles, and composed of republican members, the 

Sir, we have been told that this is a new principle for superintending government ought clearly to possess au
which we contend, never before adopted, or thought of. thority to defend the system against aristocratic or 
So far from this being correct, it is due to the memory of monarchical innovations. The more intimate the nature 
our ancestors to say, it is an old principle, adopted Ly of such an union may be, the greater interest have tlie 
them, as the policy of our country. Whenever the United members in the political institutions of each other, and 
States have liad the right and the power, they have here- the greater right to insi:;t that the forms of government 
tofore prevented the extension of Slavery. 'l'he States under which the compuct was entered into, should be sub
of Kentucky and 'l'ennessee were taken off from other stantially maintained. But this authority extends no fur
States, and were admitted into the Union without condi- ther than to a gua1·antee of a republican form of gov
tion, because tht!ir lands were never owned by the United ernment, which supposes a preexisting government of the 
States. 'rhe Territory northwest of the Ohio is all the land form which is to be guaranteed. As long, therefore, as the 
which ever belonged to them. Shortly afte1· the cession of existing republican forms are continued by the States, they 
those lands to the Union, Congress passed, in 1787, a com- are guaranteed by the Federal Constitution. Whenever 
pact, which was declared to be unalterable, the sLxth arti- the St.ates may choose to substitute other republican 
cle of which provides that, " there shalt be neither forms they have a right to do so, and to claim the l•'ederal 
Slave1·y nor involuntary servitude in the said Terri- guara'ntee for the latter. The only restriction imposed 
to1·y, othe1;wise than in the pwnishm&nt /01· crimes, on thtm is, that they shall not exchange republican for 
whe1·eof the pa1·ties shall have been duly corvi:icted." anti-republican Constitutions; a restriction which, it is 
In pursuance of this compact, all the States formed from presumed, will hardly be considered as a grievance." 
that 'l'erritory have been admitted into the Union upon Mr. Scott believed it to be a just rule of interpretation, 
various conditions, and, amongst which, the sLxth article of that the enumeration of powers delegated to Congress 
this compact is included as one. weakened their authority in all cases not enumerated; 

Let gentlemen also advert to the law for the admission and that beyond those powers enumerated they had none, 
of the State of Louisiana into the Union ; they will find it except they were essentially necessary to carry into effect 
filled with conditions. It was required not only to form a those that were given. The second section of the fomth 
Constitution upon the principles of a republican govern- article of the Constitution, which declared that "the citi
ment, but it was required to contain the "fundamental zens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 
principles of civil and religious liberty." It was even re- and immunities of citizens in the several States,'' was 
quired, as a condition of its admission, to keep its records, satisfactory, to his judgment, that it was intended the _citi
and its judicial and its legislative proceedings, in the Eng- zens of each State, forming a part of one harmomous 
lish language; and also to secure the trial by jury, and to whole, should have, in all things, equal pri'Vileges; t~e 
surrender all claim to unappropriated lands in the 'l'erri- necessary consequence of which was1 that e':e1:y man, m 
tory, with the prohibition to tax any of the United States' his own State, should haye the same ngh~s, pnvlleges, ai;rl 
lands. powers, that any other citizen of the Umted States ha.am 

After this long practice and constant usage to annex his own State ; otherwise, discontent and murmurings 
conditions to the admission of a State into the Union, will would prevail against the general government who had 
gentlemen yet tell us it is unconstitutional, and talk of our deprived him of this equality. . . 
principles being novel and extraordinary? J<'o;· example, if the c.itizens of Pen,nsylvama, or \1r-

. . . o-inia eujoyed the ri o-ht, 111 tlicll" own Stare, to decide the 
:\Ir. Scott, of M1ssour1, said: question wliether th~y would have Sluvery or not, the 
Ile trusted that bis conduct, during the whole of the citizens of Missouri, 10 give them the same privileges, 

time in which he had had the honor of a seat in the House, must h:lVe the same right to decide whether they would or 
had convinced gentlemen of his disposition not to obtrude would not tolerate Slavery in their State; if it were 
his sent,iments on any other subjects tlrnn those on which otherwise then the citizens of Pennsylvania and Yirginia 
the interest of his constituents, and of tlie Territory he re. would ha~e more rights, privileges and powers in their 



58 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

respective Rt ate;., than the citizens of Missomi would I of their own? In short, in what had they equal ri(/hts, 
lmve in theirs. lllr. S. said he would make another quo- advanta(Je8 and immunities, with the other citizens of 
taLion from tl1e :«1n1e work he hnd before been indebted the United States, but in the privilege to submit to a pro
to, which he believed had considerable bearing on this I crastination of their right•, and in the advantage to sub
subject. "'l'he puwers rlelegateu by the proposed Consti- scribe to your Jaws, your rules, your taxes, and your 
tu ti on, to the Federal Government, are few and defined; powers, even without a hearing? '£hose people were also 
those which are to remain in the State Governments, are "to be admitted into the Union as soon as possible." 
nurneruus and indefinite; the former will be exercised llfr. Scott would infer from this expression, that. it was the 
principally on external objects, as war, peace, negotia- understanding of the parties, that so soon as any portion 
tion, and foreign commerce, with which last the powers of the 'l'erritory, of sufficient extent to form a St.ate, 
of taxation will, for the most part, be connected. The should contain the number of inhaLit.ants required by law 
powers reserved to the several St.ates wi•ll extend to all to entitle them to a representative on the fl.oor of this 
the obj ects , which in tJ1e ordina,·y course of affairs con- House, that they then had the right to make the call for 
cern the lives, liberties, and properties of the people, and admission, and this admission, when made, was to be, not 
the internal order, improve1Uent, and prosperity of the on conditions that gentlemen might deem expedient, not 
State." 'l'he applicability of this doctrine to the question on conditions referable to future political views, not on 
under consideration was so obvious, that he would not conditions that the Constitution the people should form 
detain the House to give examples, but leave it for gentle- should contain a clause that would particularly open the 
men to make the apµlication. . . • . . . door for emigration from the North or from the South, 

Mr. Scott believed, that the practice under the Consti- not on condition that the future population of the St.ate 
tution had been different. from tha.t now contended ~or should come from a Slaveholding or Non-Slaveholding 
Ly gentlemen; he was unappriseu of any similar provi- State, "but accordin(J to the principles of the Federal 
sion h>Lving ever been made, or attempteu t.o be made, in Constitution," and none other. 
relation to any ot.her new Srnte heretofore admitted. 'l'he lllr. Scott. had trusted that gentlemen who professed to 
argulllent drawn from the States formeu out of the Terri- be actuated by motives of humanity and principle would 
tory northwest of the river Ohio, he did not consider as not encourage a course of dissimulation, or, by any vote 
analogous; that restriction, if any, was imposed in pur- of theirs, render it necessary for the citizens of l\1isso11ri 
suance of a comp,ict, and only, so far as Congress could to act equivocally to obtain their rights. He was unwill
do, carried into effect the di sposition of Virginia in refe- ing to believe, that political views alone led gentlemen on 
r ence to a part of her 041Vn original Territory, and was, this or any other occasion; but, from the language of the 
in every respect, more just, because that provision was member from New-York (lllr. 'l'aylor), he was compelled 
mtJe and publiohed to the world at a time when but few, to suspect that they had their influence upon him. '!'hat 
if any, settlements were fonneu within that tract of coun- gentlemen has told us, that if ever he left his present re
try; <tnLl 1J1e cl1ildren of tl1ose people of color bdonging sidence, it would be for Illin ois or l\Iissouri; at all events , 
to the inhabitants then there, lrnve been, and still were, he wished to send out his brothers and his sons. l\Ir. Scott 
held in bou1lage, and were not free at a given age, as was begged that gentleman to relieve him from th~ awfu l ap
contemplateu by the amendment under consideration; nor prehension excited by the prospect of this accession of 
did he doubt bL1t that it, W<LS competent for any of those population. He hoped the House would excuse him while 
States admitt.ed 111 pursuance of the Ordinance of '87, to he stated, that he did not desire that gentleman, his sons, 
call a Conrention, and so to alter their Constitution as 01· bis brothers, in that land of brave, noble, and inde
to allow the introduct.ion of olaves, if they thought pro- pendent freemen. The member says that the latitude is 
per to do so. 'fo those gentlemen who i1atl in their argu- too far North to admit of Slavery there. Yiould the 
ment, in support of the amend111ents, adverted to the in- gentleman cast his eye on the map before him, he would 
sta11ce wl1ere Cong1·es3 lmd, by the law authorizing the there see, that a part of Kentucky, Virginia, and l\1ary
J'euple of Loui;ia1rn to form a Constitution and Slate land, were a.s far North as the Northern boundary of the 
Government, exercised the power of imposing the terms proposed State of Missouri. l\Ir. Scott would thank the 
anu conditions on which they should be permitted to do gentleman if he would condescend to tell him what pre
so, he woulcl recommend a careflll exnrnination and com- cise line of latitude suited his conscience, his humanity, 
parison of those terms with the Constitution of the or his political views, on this subject. Could that mern
United States, when, he doubted not, they would be con- ber be serious, when he made the paraJ;eJ of latitude the 
vinced that these r est rictions were only such as were in measure of his good-will to those unfortunate blacks? 
express and positive language defined in the l 1tter instru- 01· was he trying how far he could go in fallacious argu
strnment, and would !Hive lJeen equally binding 011 the ment and absurdity, without creating one blush even on 
people of Louisiana had th ey not been enumerated in the his own cheek, for inconsistency? Whar, starve the ne
law giving them authority to form a Constitution for groes out, pen them up in the swamps and morasses, con
themselves. fine them to Southern latitudes, to long, scorching days 

llir. S. S>Li<l, he considered the contemplated conditions of l"bor and fatigue, until the race becomes extinct , that 
anrl restrictions, contained in the proposed amendments, the fair land of l\1i£souri nmy be tenanted by that gentle
to be unconstitutional and unwarrantable, from the pro- man, his brothers, and sons? He expected from the ma
visions of the 'l'reaty of Cession, by the third article of jority of the House a more liberal policy, and better evi
which it W>LS stipulated, that " the inhaLitants of the deuce that they really were actuated by humane motives. 
ceded Terri to ry shall be incorporated in the Union of the Tl H b'l] tl d h d ti 
United St11tes, and admitted, as soon as possible, accord- Je ouse 1 , 1us pass~ , reac e · . rn 
ing to the principles of the Federal Constitution, to the Senate, February 17th, when it was read twice 
enjoyment of all the rights, >Lclvant.a ges, and immunities and sent to a Select Committee already raised 
of citizens of the m1ited States, am!, in the mean ti.me, on a like application from .Alabama consistinrr of 
they sh,tll be marnta10ed and protected rn the free enJoy- ' o 
ment of their liberty, property, and the religion which l\Iessrs. Tait, of Georgia; l\Iorrow, of Ohio; Williams, of 
they profess." l\Iississippi; Edwards, of Illinois; Williams, of Tennessee. 

'l'he peo ple were not left to the wayward discretion of On the 22nd, Mr. Tait, from this Committee, 
this or any other government, by saying that, they may 
be incorpo)'{lted in the Union. The language was differ- reported the bill with amendments, striking out 
ent and imperative: "they shatl be incorporated." the Anti-Sia very restrictions inserted by the 
Mr. s~ott understood by the term incorporated, that House. This bill was taken up in Committee of 
they were to form a constituent part of this republic; 
that they were to become joint partners in the character the vVhole, on the 27th, when Mr. 'Vilson of 
and councils of the country, and in the national losses New-Jersey moved its postponement to the 5th 
and national gains; as a 'rerritory they were not an es- of March-that is, to the end of the session
sential part of the Government; they were a mere pro-
vince, subject to the acts and regulations of the General negatived: Yeas 14 j N l>.JS 23. 
Government in all cases whatsoever. As a Territory, they The Senate then proceeded to vote on agree
hatl not all the ri(Jhts, advantages and immunities, or ing to the amendments reported by the Select 
citiuns of the United ::ltates. l\Ir. S himself furnished an C 
example, that, in their present condition, they had not all ommittee, viz.: 1, to strike out of the House 
the rights of the other citizens of the Union. llad he a vote bill the following: 
in this House? and yet these people were, during the war, Anu that all children of slaves born within the said 
subject to certain taxes imposed by Congress. Had those State, after the admission ther~of into the Union, shalt 
people any voice to give in the imposition of taxes to be Free, but may be held to service until the a~e of 
which they were subject, or in the disposition of the twenty·oae years. 
funds of the nation, and p~tl'ticu!arly those arising from 
the sales of the public lands, to which they already had, 'Vhich was stricken out by the followi.ng vote : 
ant! still would largely contribute? Had they a vuice to Yeas-.A(Jainst the Restriction -27. Navs-For 
give in selecting the officers of this Government, or m:i.ny the Restl'iction-7. 
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The Senate then proceeded to vote on the I On the 14th, Mr. Taylor, of Xew-York, mo1'ed 
residue of the llouse Restriction, as follows: a Select Committee on this subject, which was 

Ancl p1'ovided also, That the further introduction of j granted; a~d the rno:e1\ with Mes~rs. Liver
Slavery Ol' invotuutary servitude be prohibited, except. more, of New-IIampsh1re, Barbour, (P. P.) of 
for the punishment. of crimes, whereof the party shall Virginia, Lowudes, of SouLh-Cn.rolina, Fuller, of 
have been duly convicted. Massachusetts Hardin of Kentucky and Cuth-

'l'lie vote on this clause was as follows: bert, ofGeorgia, were ~ppoiuted snch'co111mittee, 
Yea8-For stl'ilcing out the Restriction-22. Nays A majority of this Committee being Pro-Sia Vt'r~·, 

-Again&t st1'ilcin(J oitt -16. Mr. 'l'aylor could do nothing; and on the 28th 
The bill thus amended was ordered to be en- the Committee was, on motion, di~charged from 

grossed, and was (March 2nd-last day but one the further consideration oi' the subject. 
of the Session) read a third time, and passed On the same day, .J\Ir. Taylor moved: 
without a division. The bill was on that dav 
returned to the House, and the amendments of 
the Senate read: whereupon, .J\Ir. Tallmadge, of 
Kew-York, moved that the bill be postponed 
indefinitely. Yeas 69; Nays 74. 

[The record shows hardly a vote changed from Yea, on 
the original passage of the Restriction, to Nay now, but 
many mcm!Jers who voted then were now absent or 
silent.] 

The vote was then taken on concurring in 
the Senate's amendments, as aforesaid, and the 
House refused to concur; Yeas 76; Nays 78. 

[Ifardly a vote changed ; but more members ,-oting 
than on the previous division, ancl less than whe!J the 
Restriction was carried.] 

The bill was now returned to the Senate, wilh 
a message of non-concurrence; when Mr. Tait 
moved that the Senate adhere to its amendment, 
which was carried without a division. 'l'he bill 
being thus remanded to the Ilo.use, Mr. Taylor, 
of Kew-York, moved that the House adhere to 
i~s disagreement, which prevailed. Yeas 78; 
:t-\arn Gli. So the bill fell between the two 
rro'uses, and was lost. 

The Southern portion of the then Territory 
of Missouri (organized by separation fro~1 
Louisiana in 181:2.) was excluded from the pro
posed State of Missouri, and organized as a 
separate Territory, entitled Arkansas. 

The bill being under consideration, Mr. Tay
lor, of New-York, moved that the foregoing re
striction be applied to it also; and the clause, 
proposing that slaves born therein after the 
passage of this act be free at t11 e11ty-five years 
of age, was carried (February 17th) by 7 5 Yeas 
to 73 Nays; but that providing against the 
further introduction of Slaves was lost; Yeas 
70; 'Xays 71. 'fhe next day, the clause just 
adopted was stricken out, and the bill ultimately 
pas"ed without any allusion to Slavery. Ar
kansas of course became a Slave Territory, and 
ultimately (183G) a Slave State. 

'.l'IIE SECOND MISSOURI STRUGGLE. 

A new Congress assembled on the 6th of 
December, 1819. Mr. Clay was again chosen 
Speaker. On the 8th, Mr. Scott, delegate from 
Missouri, moved that the memorial of her Ter
ritorial Legislature, as also of several ·citizens, 
praying her admission into the Union as a State, 
be referred to a Select Committee; carried, 
and Messrs. Scott, of Missouri, Robertson, of 
Kentucky, 'ferrell, of Georgia, Strother, of Vir
ginia, and De Witt, of New-York, (all but the 
last from the Slave region,) were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Strong, of New-York, that day gave 
notice of a bill " To prohibit the further exten
sion of Slavery in the United States." 

That a Committee be appointed with instructions to 
report a bill prohibiting the further admission of slaves 
into the 'rerritories of the United States 'Yest of the river 
Mississippi. 

On motion of 1\fr. Smith, of Maryland, this 
resolve was sent to the Committee of the \Vhole, 
and made a specif\.! order for January 10th ; 
but it was not taken up, and appears to have 
slept the sleep of death. 

In the Senate, the rnen1orial of the Missouri 
Territorial Legislature, asking admission as a 
State, was presented by 1\fr. Smith, of South
Carolina, December 20th, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, which consisted of 

l\Iessrs. Smith,ofSouth Carolina; Lenke, of l\Iissi~sippi; 
Burrill, of Rhode Island ; Logan, of Kentucky ; Otis of 
lllass<tchusetts. 

DANIEL WEBSTER OX SLAVERY EXTENSION . 

The following is extracted from the "Memor
ial to the Congress of the United States, on the 
subject of restraining the increase of 1-llttver)' in 
Kew States to be admitted into the U11ion," iu 
pursuance of a vote of the inhabitant;; of Boston 
and its vicinity, assembled at the State llouse 
on the 3d of December, 1819, "hich was 
drawn up by Daniel Webster, and signed by 
himself, George Blake, Josiah Quincy, James 
T. Austin, etc . It is inserted here iustcad of 
the resolves of the various Kew England Legis
latures, as a fuller and clearer statement of the 
views of the great body of the people of that 
section during the pendency of the Missouri 
question: 

"MEMORIAL 

To the Senate and IIoitse of Repr·esentatives of the 
United States, in Cong1·ess a&semuled : 

The undersigned, inhabitants of Boston and its 
vicinity, beg leave most re>pectful ly and hun1hly to repre
sent: 'rhat the question of the introductiou of Sia very 
into the new States to be formed on the we.,t side of the 
Mississippi River, tlppears to them to be :! question of 
the la;,t importance to the future welfare of the Unitecl 
States. If the progress of this great eYil is ever to be 
arrested, it seems to the untlersignetl that this is the tirnc 
to arrest it. A false step taken now, cannot !Je retraced; 
and it appears to us that t\1e happiness of uuborn willionb 
rests on tile measure which Congress on this occasion 
may adopt. Considering- this as no local qu eotion, nor a 
question to be decided by a temporary expediency, but 
as involving great interests of the whole Unit.eel States, 
ancl affecting deeply and es~cntial l y those olijects or 
common defense, general welfare, nnd the perpetuation 
of the blessings of liberty, for which the Constitution it
self was formed, we have pn:sumed, in thi:; way, to offer 
our sentiments ancl express our wishes to the Natioual 
Legislature. And, as various reasons have been sug
gestecl again:;t prohibiting Slavery in the new States, it 
may pertrnps be permitted to us to state ou1· reasons, 
both for believing that Congress posse:;ses the Constitu
tional power to make such prohibition a condition, on 
the admission of a new State into the Union, and that it 
is just and proper that they shoulcl exercise tliat power. 

"Antl in the first place, as to the Constitutional au
thority of Congress. 'l'he Constitution of the United 
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States has declared that " Congress shall have power to I any portion of the American Confederacy. The Missouri 
dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations re- Territory is a new country. If its extensive and fertile 
specting the Territory or other property belonging to the j field shall be opened as a market for slaves, the Govern
United States: and nothing in this Constitution shall be! ment will seem to become a party to a traffic which, in 
so construed as to prejudice the claims of the United so many acts, through so many years, it has denounced as 
States or of any particular State." It is very well known, I impolitic, unchristian, inhuman. To enact. laws to pun
that the saving in this clause of the claims of any par- ish the traffic, and, at the same time, to tempt cupidity 
ticular St~Lte, was designed to apply to claims by the then and avarice by the allurements of an insatiable market , 
existing States, of territory which was also claimed by is inconsistent and irreconcilable. Government, by such 
the United States as their own property. It has, there- a course, would only defeat its own purposes, and render 
fore, no bearing on the present question. The power, nugatory its own measures. Nor can the laws derive 
then, of Congress over its own 'l'erritories, is, by the very support from the manners of the people, if the power of 
terms of the Constitution, unlimited. It may make all moral sentiment be weakened by enjoying, under the per
'· needful rules and regulations," which of course include mission of Government, great facilities to commit of
all such regulations as its own views of policy or expedi- fenses. 'l'he laws of the United States have denounced 
ency shall, from time to time, dictate. If, therefore, in heavy penalties against the traffic in slaves, because such 
its judgment it be needful for the benefit of a Territory to traffic is deemed unjust and inhuman. We appeal to the 
enact a prohibition of Slavery, it would seem to be as spirit of these laws. We appeal to this justice and human
much within its power of Legislation as any other act of ity. 'Ve ask her whether they ought not to operate, on the 
local policy. Its sovereignty being complete and uni- present occasion, with all their force? We ha \'ea strong 
versa! as to the 'l'erritory, it may exercise over it the feeling of the injustice of any toleration of Slavery. Cir
most ample juri;diction in every respect., It possesses, cumstances have entailed it on a portion of our cornmuni
in this view, all the authority which any State Legisla- ty, which cannot be immediately relieved from it without 
ture possesses over its own Territory; and if any State consequences more injurious than the suffering of the evil. 
Legislature may, in its discretion, abolish or prohibit Ilut to permit it in a new country, where yet no habits are 
Slavery within its own limits, in virtue of its general formed which rencter it indispensable, what is it., but to en
Legislative authority, for the same reason CongrPss also courage that rapacity, and fraud and vio lence, against 
may exercise the' like authority over its own Territories. which we have so long pointed the denunciations of our 
And that a Etate Legislature, unless restrained by some penal code? What is it, but to tarnish the proud fame of 
Constitutional provision, may so do, is unquestionable, the country? What is it, but to throw suspicion on its good 
and has been established by general practice. • . . • faith, and to render questionable all its professions of re-

If the constitutional power of Congress to make the gard for the rights of humanity and the liberties of man
proposeu prohibition be satisfactorily shown, the justice kind? 
and policy of such prohibition seem to the undersigned As inhabitants of a free country-as citizens of a 
to be supported by plain and strong reasons. 'l'he per- great and rising Republic-as members of a Christian 
mission of Slavery in a new State, necessarily draws after community-as living in a liberal and enlightened age, 
it an extension of that inequality of representation, and as feeling ourselves called upon by the dictate> of re
which already exists in regard to the original States. ligion and humanity, we have presumed to olfor our sen ti
lt cannot be expected that those of the original States, men ts to Congress on this question, with a solicitude for the 
Which do not hold slaves, can look on such an extension event far beyond what a common occasion could inspire. " 
as being politically just. As between the original States . . .. 
the representa.tion rests on compact and plighted faith· Instead of repi;mtmg the Speeches elicited by 
and your m.emorialists have n.o wish that. that co.mpact this fruitful theme which must necessarilv to 
should be disturbed, or that plighted faith m the slightest ' - ' 
degree violated. nut the subject assumes an entirely a great extent be a mere reproduction of ideas 
different character, when a new State proposes to be ad- . ' . 
mitted. With her there is no compact, and no faith expressed lil the debate of the last session, 
plighted; a~1d where is the reason that she could come already given we here insert the Resolves of 
mto the Un10n with more than an equal share of political ' 
importance and political power? Already the ratio of the Legislatures of New-York New-Jersey 
representation, established by the Constitution, has given . ' ' 
to the States holding slaves twenty members of the House Pennsylvama, Delaware and K1::ntucky-the first 
o.f Representatives more than they would ha.ve been en- three bein" unanimous expressions in favor of 
titled to, except under the particular prov1s1on of the 0 

Constitution. In all probability, this number will be Slavery Restriction ; the fourth from a Slave 
doubled in thirty years. Under these circumstances we S . ' . . 
deem it not an unreasonable expectation that the inh'abi- tate, also m favor of such Restriction, though 
tants of Missouri shoul~ propos~ to come into the Union, probably not unanimously ao-reed to by the 
renouncmg the nght m question, and establishing a . 0 

Con~titut.ion prohibiting it forever. Without dwelling on Legislature ; the last against Restriction and 
this topic, we have still thought it our duty to present it ( . . ' 
to the consideration of Congress. We present it with a also we presume) unammous. The Legislatures 
deep and eanrnst feeling of its im~ortan.ce, and we re- of the Free States were rTenerally unanimous fo. 
spectfully solicit for it the full cons1derat1on of the Na- . . 0 1 
tional Legislature. Restnct10n; those of the Slave States (Dela-

Your memorialists were not without the hope that the t d) · t 't I · d d 
time had at length arrived when the inconvenience and the ware excep e agarns 1 · t IS not eeme 
danger of this descrii:>tion of popula~ion had become a pp a- necessary to print more than the folio will"' : 
rent mall parts of tins country and rn all parts of the civil- o 
ized world. It might have been hoped that the new States NEW-YORK. 
themselves would hu.ve had such a view of their own per
manent interests and prosperity as would have le<l them 
to prohibit its extemion and increase. 'J'he wonderful in
crease and prospel'ity of the States north of the Ohio is un
questionably to be ascribed, in a great measure to the con
sequences of the ordinance of 1787; and few,' indeed are 
the occasions, in the history of nations, in which so 1~uch 
can be clone, by a single aet, for the benefit of future 
generations, as was done by that ordinance, and as mity 
now be clone by the Congress of the United States. We 
appeal to the justice and to the wisdom of the National 
Councils to prevent tile further progress of a great anu 
serious evil. We appeal to those who look forward to the 
remote consequences of their measure" and who cannot 
balance a temporary or trifling inconvenience, if tl1ere 
were such, against a permanent, grnwing, and desolating 
evil. We cannot forbear to remind the two Houses of 
Congress that the ea1·ly and decisive measures adopted 
by the American Government for the abolition of the 
slave-tr,.de, are among the proudest memorials of our 
nation'• glory. That Slavery was ever tolerated in the 
Republic is, as yet, to he attributed to the policy of an
other Government. No imputation, thus far, rests on 

State of New-York, in Assembly, Jan. 11 1820: 
Whereas, 'l'he inhibiting the further' extension of 

Slavery in these United States is a subject of deep concern 
among the people of this State; and whereas we consider 
Slave!·y ~s an evil i;J.Uch to be deplored; and that every 
const1tut10nal. barner should be interposed to prevent its 
further extension; and that the Constitution of the United 
States clearly give.s Grngress the right to require of new 
States, n?t compnsed within the original boundaries of 
these Uruted States, the prohibition of Slavery as a condi
tion of its admission into the U1'.ion: Therefor'e, 

Resolved (if the honorable the Senate concur herein) 
'."hat our Senators be instructed, and our Representative~ 
m Co_ngress be requested, to oppose the admis ion as a 
St~te i~to the Union, any territory not comprised as afore
~aH!, without making the prohibition of Slavery therein an 
mdispensable condition of admission; therefore 

Reso!Jved, That measures be taken by the' clerks of 
the Senate and Assembly of this State, to transmit copies 
of the preceding resolutions to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. 

(Unanimously concurred in by ~he Senate.) 
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NEW-JERSEY. the last Congress of the United States, and will probably 
be as earne8tly urged during tlie existing session of that 

HousE OF REPRKSENT.A.TrvES, l body, which has a palpable tendency to impair the politi-
Jcvnuary 24th, 1820. f cal relations of the several States; which is calculated to 

Mr. Wilson, of N. J., communicated the fol- mar the social happiness of the present and future gene-
! f h rations; which, if adopted, would impede the march of 

lowing Resolutions of the Legis ature o t e humanity and Freedom through the world; and would 
State of New-Jersey, which were read: transfer from a misguided ancestry an odious stain and 

fix it indelibly upou the present race-a measure, in brief, 
Whereas, A Bill js now depending in the Congress of which proposes to spread the crimes and cruelties of Sla

the United States, on the application of the people in the very from the banks of the Mississippi to the shores of the 
T.,rritory of Missouri for the admission of that 'l'erritory Pacific. When a measure of this clmracter is seriously 
as a State into the Union, not containing provisions advocated in the republican Congress of America, in the 
against Slavery in such proposed State, and a question is nineteenth century, the several States are invoked by the 
made upon the right and expediency of such provision, duty which they owe to the Deity, by the veneration which 

The representatives of the people of New-Jersey, they entertain fort.be memory of the founders of the Re
in Legislative Council and General Assembly of the pul>lic, and by a tender regard for posterity, .to protest 
said State, now in session, deem it a duty they owe to a"'ainst its adoption, to refuse to covenant wILh cnme, 
themselves, to their constituents, and posterity, to de- a~d to limit tbe range of an evil that already hangs in 
clare and make known the opirnons they bold upon this awful bodin"' over so large a portion of the Union. 
momentous subject; and, Nor can "'such a protest be entered by any State wit.h 

1. They do resol//Je and decl(J;l•e, That the further great.er propriety than by Penmylvania. This Common· 
admission of Territories into the Union, without restric- · wealth has as sacredly respected the rights of other 
tion of Slavery, would, in their opinion, essentially im- States as it bas b~en careful of its own; it has been the 
pair the right of this and other existing States to equal invariable aim of the people of Pennsylvania to extend 
representation in Congress (a right at the foundation of to the universe, by their example, the unadulterated 
the political compact), inasmuch as such newly-admitted blessino-s of civil and religious freedom; and it is their 
slaveholding States would be represented on the basis of pride that they have been at all times the practical advo· 
their slave population; a concession made .at the forma- cates of those improvements and charities among men 
tion of the Constitution in favor of the then existing which are so well calculated to enable them to answer the 
States, but never stipulated for new States, nor to be in- purposes of their Creator; and above all, they may boast, 
ferred from any article or clause in that instrument. that they were foremost in removing the pollution of Sla-

2. Resv/Jiied, That to admit the 'l'erritory of Missouri very from among them. 
as a State into the Union, without prohibiting Slavery 1f indeed, the measure, against which Pennsylvania 
there, would, in the opinion of the representatives of the con;iders it her duty to raise her voice, were calcuiated 
people o.f New-Jersey aforesaid, be no less than to sane- to abridge any of the rights guaranteed to the seyeral 
tion this great political and moral evil, furnish the ready States; if, odious as Slavery is, it was proposed to hasten 
means of peopling a vast Territory with slaves, and per- its extinction by means injurious to the States upon which 
petuate all the dangers, crimes, and pernicious effects of it was unhappily entailed, Pennsylvania would be among 
domestic bondage. the first to insist upon a sacred observance of the Cons',i-

3. Re8olved, As the opinion of the Representatives tutional compact. But it cannot be pretended that the 
aforesaid, That inasmuch as no Territory has a right to rights of any of the States are at all to be affected by re
be admitiecl into the Union, but on the principles of the fusing to extend the mischiefs of human bondage over 
Federal Constitution, and only by a law of Congress, con- the boundless regions of the West, a Territory which 
senting thereto on the part of the existing States, Con- formed no part of the Union at the adoption of the Con
gress may rightfully, and ought to refuse such law, unless stitution · which has been but lately purchased from a 
upon the reasouable and just conditions, assented to on the I<:uropea~ Power by the people of the Union at large; 
part of the people applying to become one of the States. which may or may not _be admitted as a. State into the 

4. R esovved, In the opinion of the Representatives Union at. the discretion of Congress ; which must estab
afore. aill, That the article of the Constitution which re- lish a Republican form of Government, and no other; 
strains Congress from prohibiting the migration or irnpor- and whose climate.;dford3 none of the pretexts urged for 
tat.ion of slaves, until after the year 1808, does, by neces- resonin"' to the labor of natives of the torrid zone; such 
sary implication, admit the general power of Congress a Terri~ory has no right, inherent or acquired, such as 
over the subject of Slavei'y, and concedes to them the those States possessed which established the existing Con
right to regul<Lte and restrain such ruigralion and impor- stitution. "When that Constitution was framed in Septem
tation after that time, into the existing, or any newly-to- ber, 1787, the concession that three-fifths of the sl_aves in 
be-creat ed State. tbe States then existing should be represented 111 Con· 

5. R eeol//Jed, As the opinion of the Representatives gress, could not ha.ve been intended to embrace regions 
of the people of New-Jersey aforesaid, 'l'bat inasmuch as :J.t that time held by a foreign power. On the contrnry, 
Congre~s have a clenr right to refuse the admission of a so anxious were the Congress of that day to confine hu
Territory into the Union, by the terms of the Constitu- man bonda"'e within its ancient home, that on the 131h 
tion, they ought, in the present case, to exercise t.hat au- or July, 1787, that body unaniioously decl<L1:ed. that Sla
solute discretion in order to preserve the political rights very or involuntary servitude should not exist i.n the_ ex_
of the several existing States, and prevent the great na- tensive Territories hounded by the Ohio, the i\liss iss1pp1, 
tional disgrace and multiplied mischiefs, whicb must ensue Canada and the Lakes; and in the ninth article of the 
from conceding it, as a matter of right, in the immense Constitution itself the power of Congress to prohibit the 
'l'erritories yet to claim admission into the Union beyond emigration of ser~ile persons after .mos, is expressly re. 
the i\Iississippi, that they may tolerate Slavery. cognizei! · nor is there to be found ll1 the statute-book a 

6. Resovved, (with the concurrence of Council,) That sin"'le in;tance of the admission of a Territory to the 
the Governor of this State be requested to transmit a copy ra.n"'k of a State, in which Congress have not adhered to 
of the foregoing resolutions to each of the Senators aad the right, vested in them by the Con_stitution, to stipu. 
Representatives of this State in the Congress of the Um· late wit.h the Territory upon the conditions of the boon. 
ted States. The Senate and House of Representatives of Penn

PENNSYLVANIA. 

HOUSE OF REPR!lSENT.A.TIVE3 1 l 
December 11th, 1819. f 

.A. motion was made by Mr. Duane and Mr. 
Thackara, and read as follows : 

The Senate and House of Representatives of the Com· 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, while they cherish the right 
of the individual States to express their opinion upon all 
public measures proposed in the C?ngress of the Union, 
are aware that its usefulness must m a great degree de· 
pend upon the discretion with which it is exercised; they 
believe that the right ought not to b~ resorted to upon 
trivial subjects or unimportant occas10ns; but they are 
also persuaded that there are .m?ments whe,n the neglect 
to exercise it would be a dereliction of pubhc duty. 

Such an occasion, as in their judgment demands the 
frank expression of the sentiments of Pennsylvania, is 
uo1v presented. A measure was ardently supported in 

sylvania, therefore, cannot but deprecate any departure 
from the humane and enlightened policy pursued not only 
by the illustrious Congress which framed the Constitution, 
but by their successors without exception. '!'hey are per
suaded that, to open the fertile regions of tbe West to a 
servile race would tend to increase their numbers beyond 
all past exa:nple, would open a new and steady market 
for the lawless venders of human flesh, and would render 
all schemes for obliterating this most foul blot upon the 
American character, useless an~ unavailing. , 

Under these convictions, and 111 the full persuasion that 
upon this topic there is but one opinion in Pennsylvania-

" Re3olved by the S<Ynate (J!lbd IIouse of Represem,ta
Uves of the, Commonwealth. of P en.nsylvania, 'l'hRt.the 
Senators of this State 111 the Congress of t11e U111ted 
States be and they are hereby instructed, and that the 
Representatives of this State in the Congress of the Uni
ted States be, and they are hereby requested, to vote 
against the admission of any Territory as a State into the 
Urnon, unless said Territory shall stipulate and ngree 
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that" the further introduction of Slavery or involuntan;- j port and maintain State rights, which it conceives n~ces· 
serv1tnde, except for the punishme1u of crimes whereof sary to be supported and nrnintained, to preserve th.e 
the pariy ;;hall have been duly cot1v1cted, shall be pru- , liberties of the free people of these United States, 1t 
l\ibite<I; and that all children born within the said 'J'er- avows its solemn conviction that the States already 
ritory, after its admission into the Uniou as a Sta:e, shall I confecleratec! under one com1~on Constitution, have not 
be I ree, bu;, may be held to service uuul the age oft wenry- a right to dep1 il·e new States of equal pri \'ileges with 
five years . themselves. 'l'he : efore, 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, re- Resolmed, by the General As~embly of the Common-
ques1ed tn cau ;;e a copy of the foregoing p~·eamble and wealth of Kentucky, That the i"enators in Congres~ from 
resolution to be trans1u1ttecl to each of the Senators and this State L>e insnucted and the !lepresentatives be 
Rep1·ese11t11t1ve.s of this State in the Cungress of the United requested, to use their effhrts to procure the passage of a 
St.a.tes. law to admit the people of ~lissouri into the Cnion, as a 

Laid on the table. State, whether those people will sanction Slavery by 
THURSDAY, December 16, 1819. their Constitution or not. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resumed Re. olved, 'Ihat the }<;xecutive of this Commonwealth 
the consideration of the resolutions postponed on the be requested to trnnsmit this Resolution to the Senators 
14th inot., relnti»e to preventing the introduction of and Hepresentatives of this State in Congress, that it 
Slavery into States hereafter to be admitted into the may be laid before that body for its considen1tion. 
Union. And on the question, "Will the House agree to 'fhe bill authorizing ~Ii.ssouri to form a con-
the resolution?" the Yeas rrnd Nays were required by 
llfr. lt:wdall and Mr. Souder, and stood-Yeas 74-(54 stitution, etc .. c:tme up in the Houge as rt 
Democrats, 20 Federalists); Nays none. Among the special orrler, Jan. 2-!th. Mr. Taylor, of N. Y., 
Yeas were David R. Porter, late Governor, Josiah Ran- moved that it be postponed for one week: 
dall of Pl1iladclphia, late Whig, now a leading Democrat, 7 v l 
".illiam Wilkins, hite minister to Russia, since in the Lo~t: Yeas 8 ; .L' ays 88. ·whereupon t 1e 
State Senate, Dr. Daniel Sturgeon, late U.S. Senator, Honse adjourned. It was considered iu com
etc., etc. William Duane, editor of Tlie A1irora, then mittee the next day, as also on the 28th and 
the Democratic organ, also voted for the resolutions, as SOth, and thence debated daily until the 19th 
he had prominently advocated the principle they 
asserted. of February, when a bill came down from the 

The Senate unanimously concurred, and the Resolves Senate "to allmit the State of i1lai11e into the 
were signed by Gov. \Tilliam Findlay. Uuion," but with a rider authol'izing the people 

DELAWARE. of Missouri to form a State Constitution, etc., 

In Senate of the United States, early in 1820.. without restriction on the subject of Sia.very. 
Mr. Van Dyke communicated the following The Douse, very early in the scs~ion, passed 
Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of a bill providing for the admission of :.\Iaine as a 
Delaware, which were read: State. This bill came to the Senate, and was 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Delaware, in General Assembly met: 
'rhat it is, in the opinion of this General Assembly, the 
constitutional right of the United States, in Congress 
assembled, to enact and establish, as one of the condi
tions for the admission of a new State into the Union, a 
provision which shall effectually prevent the further 
introduction of Slavery into such State; and that a due 
regard to the true interests of such State, as well as of 
the other States, require that the same should be done. 

Resolved, 'fhat a copy of the above and foregoing 
resolution be transmitted, by the Speaker of the 
Senate, to each of the Senators and Representatives 
from this State in the Congress of the Unitec.l States. 

KENTUCKY. 

In Sen::i.te, Janu<lry 24th, 1820, :\fr. Logan 
communicated the following preamble and Re
solutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Kentucky, which were read: 

TV!zueas, The Constitution of the 'Gnited States pro
vides for the aJrni:ision of new States into the U11ion, and 
it is ju;,t and proper that all such St,ates shoulc.l be estab
lished upon the footing of original States, with a view 
to the preservation of Staie Sove1'eignty, the prosperity 
of such new State, and the good of their citizens ; and 
whel'ea.<, successful attempts have been heretofore 
made, and are now making, to prevent the People of the 
'£errltory of 1'1issouri from being admitted into the Union 
as a State, unless trammeled by rules and regulations 
which do not exist in the original States, particularly in 
relation to the toleration of Slavery. 

·whe1·eas, also, if Congress can thus trammel or 
control the powers of a 'l'erritory in the formation of a 
State government, that body may, on the same principle, 
reduce its powers to little more than those possessed 
by the people of the District of Columbia, and whilst 
professing to make it a Sovereign State, may bind it in 
perpetual vassalage, and reduce it to the condition of a 
province; such ::!tale must nece sarily become the 
dependent of Congre s, asking such powers, and not the 
independent State, demanding rights. And whereas, it 
is necessary, in preserving the State Sovereignties in 
tlteir present right~, that no new State should be sub
jected to this restriction, any more than an old one, and 
that there can be no reason or justice why it should not 
be entitled to the same privileges, when it is bound to 
bear all the burdens and taxes laid upon it by Congress. 

In ]Jassing the following resolution, the General I 
Assembly refrains from expressing any opinion either in 
favor or agaiust the principles of Slavery; but to sup-

sent to its Judiciary Committee aforesaid, which 
amended it by allding a provision for Miswnri as 
above . After several <lays' debate in Senate, Mr. 
Roberts, of Pa., moved to recommit, rn as to 
strike out all but the admission of :.\foinc; which 
was defeated (Jan. 14th, 1820)-Yeas l S; Knys 
25. llereupon Mr Thomas, of 111., (who voted 
with the majority, as uniformly against any 
restriction on Missouri) gave notice that he 
should 
"ask le:we to bring a bill to prohibit the introduction 
of :'la very into the Territo1·ies of thp, Cnited States 
Nul't!& ct nd We~t of the contemplated State of Mi11-
:sou ;·i ;" 

-wliich lie a0cordingly did on the 19th; when 
it was re:td aull ordere<l to a th!rd reading. 

[XOTR.-Great confusion and misco11ception exists in 
the public mind with regard to the "l\lissouri Restric
tion,'' two totally different propositions being called by 
that name. '!'he original Ke:,triction, which lllr. Clay 
vehemently opposed, and llfr. J effer:;on in a letter 
characterized as a "fire-bell in the nip;ht," contemplated 
the limitation of Slavery in its exclusion from the State 
of Mi~Now·i. 'l'his was ultimately defeated, as we shall 
see. 'l'he second proposed Restriction "·as that. of Mr. 
Thomas, just cited, which proposed the exclusion of 
Slavery, not from the State of ~iissouri, but f1·oin the 
Ter1·itol'ies of the United States ~North and 1Ve8t a/that 
State. '£his proposition tlid not emanate from tlie origi· 
nal Missouri Restrictionists, but from their ad versari<>s, 
and was but reluctantly and partially accept(;d by the 
former.] 

The Maine admission bill, with the proposed 
amendments, -was discussed through se,·eral 
days, until, Feb. 16th. the question was ta.ken 
on the Judiciary Committee's amendments 
(authorizing Missouri to form a State Constitu
tion, and saying nothing of Slavery), which 
were adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas-Against the Restriction on lllissouri, 23. 

[ 20 from Sia ve States ; 3 from Free States.] 
Nay.~-For Restriction, 21. 

[19 from Free States ; 2 from Deb.warn.] 

Mr. Thomas, of Ill., then proposed his amend-
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rnent, which, on the following day, he withdrew j effect, though the more determined champions, 
and ~ul.Jsritnted the following: whether of Slavery Extension or Slavery Re-

And be it ju,l'ther enacted, That in all that Territory/ striction, did not unite in it. J 
ceded by l•' rance to the United States under the name of The bill thus amended was ordered to be 
Louisiana which lies north of thirty-six degrees thirty I d f' I . '. h f 11 . 
minutes north latitude, excepting only such part thereof J engrosse or a t 11rd readmg by t e o owmg 
as is included within the limits of the State contemplated vote : 
by th~s act, Slav.ery and involuntary servitude, otherwise Yeas-For the Missouri Bill : 
than rn the pu111shment of crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly con vicl ed, shall be and is hereby forever 
prohibited. Pl'Dvided always, that any person e;;caping 
into the same, from where hLbor or s'ervice is lawfully 
claimed in any State or 'l'erritory of the United States 
such fugitive may be lawfolly reclaimed and conveyed 
to the person claiming his or her labor or service as 
aforesaid. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, moved a substitute for 
this, some1Yhat. altering the boundaries of the 
regions shieldcu from Slavery, which was 
rejected: Yeas 20 (Northern); Nays 24 
(Southern). 

The question then recurred on Mr. Thomas's 
amendment, which was adopted, as follows: 

Yeas-For excluding Slavery from all the 
Territory North and West of lllissouri: 
l\Iessrs. Brown of La., l\Jellen of Mass., 

Durrill of R. I., l\Iorrill of N. II., 
Dana of Conn., Otis of Mass., 
Dickerson of N. J., Palme1· of Vt., 
Eaton of Tenn., Parrott of N. II., 
Edwards of Ill Pinkney of J\Id., 
Horsey of De1.;' Roberts of Pa., 
Hunter of R. I., Ruggles of Ohio, 
Johnson of Ky., Sanford of N. Y., 
Johnson of La.. Stokes of N. C., 
King (Wm. R) of Ala., Thomas of Ill., 
King (ltufus) of N. Y., Tichenor of Vt., 
Lanman of Conn., 'l'rimble of Ohio, 
J, eake of l\liss., Van Dyke of Del., 
],owrie of Pa.., Walker of Ala., 
J,loyd of Md., "Williams of 'l'enn., 
Logan of Ky., "Wilson of N. J.-34. 

Kays-Again st such Restriction: 

l\Iessrs. Barbour of Va., Lloyd of llid., 
Br<>wn of La., Logan of Ky., 
Eaton of 'l'enn., Parrott of'N II., 
Edwards of Ill., Pinkney of l\I d., 
Elliott of Ga., Pleasants of Va., 
Gaillard of S. C., Stokes of N. C., 
:Horsey of Del., 'l'homas of Ill., 
Hunter of R. I., Van Dyke of Del., 
Johnson of Ky., Walker of Ala., 
Johnson of La., Walker of Ga 
Ring of Ala., " -illiams of l\Iiss., 
Leake of l\li~s., Willia1m• of l'enn-24. 

Nay.~-Against the Dill : 
Messrs. Burrill of R I., Otis of l\Iass., 

Dana of Conn., Palmer of Vt., 
Dickerson of N. J., Roberts of Pa., 
King of N. Y., Ruggles of Ohio, 
Lanman of Conn., Sanford of N. Y., 
Lowrie of Pa., Smith of S. C., 
Macon of N. U.. 'l'aylor of Ind., 
Mellen of :\lass., Tichenor of Vt., 
l\Iorrill of N. II., Trimble of Ohio., 
Noble of Ind., Wilson of N. J.-20. 

The bill was thus passed (Feb. 18th) without 
further division, and sent to the House for con
currence. In the House, Mr. Thomas's amend
ment (as above) was at first rejected by both 
parties, and defeated by the strong vote of 159 
to 18. The Yeas (to adopt) were, 
Messrs. Baldwin of Pa., 

Bayly of i\ld., 
Bloomfield of N. J., 
Oocke of 'J'enn., 
Crafts of Vt., 
Culpepper of N. C., 
I\:insey of N. J., 

Messrs. Barbour of Ya., Pleasants of Va., Lathrop of J\Iass., 
:Elliot t of Ga., Smith (Wm.) of S. C.. Little of l\Id., 

Meech, of Vt., 
l\l ercer of Va., 
Quarles of Ky., 
Ringgold of l\Id., 
Shaw of Mass., 
Sloan of Ohio , 
Smith of N. J., 
Smith of llid., 
Tarr of Pa--18. 

Gaillard of 8. C., 'l'aylor of Ind., 
l\Iacon of N'. C., Walker of Ga., Prior to this vote, the Ilouse disagreed to 
Noble of Ind., 'Yilliams of:i\Iiss.-10. the log-rolling of .Maine and Missouri, into one 

[It IYill here be seen that the Restriction ulti- bill by the strong vote of 93 to 72. [We do 
matel.v adoptl'd-that excluding Slavery frorr. aot give the Yeas and Kayil on this decision; 
all territorv Lhcu owned bv the United States but the majority wa8 composed of the rcpre
North and.\i'e ,·t of the Southwest border of the sentatives of the Free States with onlv four ex
State of :i1is~ouri-was proposed by an early and ceptions; and Mr. Louis McLane of Delaware, 
steadr'ast opponent of tile Restriction originally who was constrained by instructions from bis 
proposed, rcbti\·c to Sbvery in the contem- legislature. His colleague, Mr. "Willard Hall, 
plated Kt<Lte of ;\li~;.:onri, and was sustained by did not vote.] 
the votes offonrteen Senators from SLtve States, The members from Free States who voted 
includin.!!; the Senators from Delaware, Mary- with the South io keep :.\faine and Missouri 
l:i.nd, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and united in one bill were, 
Louisia nn, with one vote each from Nor th / lliessrs. H. Baldwin of Pa., IIenry l\Ieigs of N'. Y., 
Carolina :rntl :\lississippi. Bloomfield of N. J., llenry Shaw of i\lass., 

Tlic current asrnmption that this Restriction The Ilouse also disagreed to the remaining 
was propo~t>d by Rufus King, of New-York, and amendments of the Senate (striking out the re
mai11ly. n"taincu l.J.r the a11t;1gonists of Sla,·ery striction on Slavery in Missouri) by the strong 
Exten;::ion, is wholly mistaken. Tlte truth, vote of 102 Yens to 68 Nays. 
donbtll·~ .. ,, i~, that it was suggested b.Y the more [Nearly or quite every Representati1'e of a 
rnodt>mte oppo11rnts of the proposed Re;::triction Free State voted in the majority on this division, 
on ~!i,..souri-anci ~upporteu also by Senators with the following from Slave States: 
fro111 ~lave Statc~-as <l means of overcoming Louis l\IcLane, Del., Nelson, l\Id., 
the re"istauee of the House to SlaYerv in .Mis- .Alney lllcLean, Ky. Trimble, Ky.) 
sonri. IL wa~, in effect, an offer t~·om the So the House rc,jeeted all the Senate's 
milder opponl'nt;; of Sla\·ery Re trietion to the amendments, and returned the bill with a cor
rnor<' moderaLe and flexible advocates of that re~ponding messagr. 
Re~rrietion-'' Lrt LI" have ShiYcry in Missouri, 'l'he Se1rnte took up the bill on the 24th, and 
and we will unite with )'OU in excluding it from debated it till the 28th; when, on a direct vote, 
all the 1rninhal.Jitcd territories North and \\Test it wa;; uecidcd not to recede from the attach
of tliat Srnte ." It was in substance an agree- ment. of Missouri to the Maine bill: Yeas 21; 
ment between the North and the South to that (19 from Free States and two from Delaware;) 
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Nays, 23; (20 from Slave States with Messrs. 
'faylor of Ind., Edwards and Thomas of Ill.) 

The Senate also voted not to recede from its 
amendment prohibiting Slavery west of Mis
souri, and north of 350 30', north latitude. 
(For receding,· 9 from Slave States, with Messrs. 
Noble and Taylor of Ind. : against it, 33-(22 
from Slave SLates, 11 from Free States.) The 
remaining amendments of the Senate were 
then insisted on without division, and the 
House notified accordingly. 

The bill was now returned to the House, 
which, on motion of Mr. John vV. Taylor of 
N. Y, voted to insist on its disagreement to all 
but Sec. 9 of the Senate's amendments, by Yeas 
97 to Kays 76: (all but a purely sectional vote: 
Rugh Kelson of Va. voting with the North; 
Baldwin of Pa., Bloomfield of N. J., and Shaw 
of Mass., voting with the South). 

D"-LAWARE.-Louis llfcLane- _ 
MAnYLAND.-Stephenson Archer, Thomas Bayly, 

Thomas Culbreth, Joseph Kent, Peter Little, Raphael 
Neale, Samuel Ringgold, Samuel Smith, Henry R. War
field-9. 

VIRGINIA.-llfark Alexander, \lilliam S. Archer, Philip 
P. Barbou1·, William A. Bllrwell, John Floyd, Robert S. 
Garnett, James Johnson, James Jones, 'William l\IcCoy, 
Charles F. Mercer, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Kelson, Severn 
E. Parker, Jas. Pindall, John Randolph, Dallard Smith, 
Alexander Smyth, George F. Strother, Thomas Van 
Swearingen, George Tucker, John '.l'yler, Jared Williams 
-22. 

NoRTII CAROLTNA.-Hutchins G. Burton, John Culpep
per, William Davidson, Weldon N. Edwards, Charles 
Fisher, Thomas 11. Hall, Charles llooks, Thomas Settle, 
Jesse Slocumb, James S. Smith, :Felix Walker, Lewis 
Williams-12. 

SouTH CARoLINA.-Josiah Brevard, Elias Earle, James 
Erwin, ·William Lowndes, James ::IIcCreary, James Over
street, Charles Pinckney, Eldred Simkins, Sterling 
Tucker-9. 

GEoRGIA.-Joel A. Abbot, Thomas W. Cobb. Joel 
Crawford, John A. Cuthbert, Robert R. Reid, William 
'.l'errill--6. 

AL.ADHIA.-John Crowell-1. 
l'llrssrssrPPI.-J ohn Rankin-1. 
LOUISIANA.-Thomas Butler-1. 
K>:NTUCKY-Richard C. Anderson, jr., William Brown, 

Benjamin Hardin, Alney McLean, Thomas Metcalf, Tun
stall Qllarles, Geo. Robertson, David '.l'rimble-S. 

'.l'ENN!iSSE.:.-Robert Allen, Henry H. Bryan, Newton 
Cannon, John Cocke, F:ancis Jones, .John Rhea-5. 

Total Yeas from Slave States, 76; in all \JO. 

Sec. 9, (the Senate's exclusion of Slavery 
from the Territory north and west of Missouri) 
was also rejected-Yeas 160; Nays, 14, (much 
as before). The Senate thereupon (March 2ud) 
passed the House's Missouri bill, striking out 
the restriction of Slavery by Yeas 27 to Nays 
15, and adding without a division the exclusion 
of Slavery from the territory west and north of 
said State. Mr. Trimble again moved the ex- NAYS-Against giving itp the Resfriction on 
clusion of Slavery from Arkansas also, but was Slavery in JJ[i~souri: 
again voted down, Yeas, 12; Nays, 30. NEw-ILrnPSHIRE.-Joseph Buffum, jr., Josiah Butler, 

The Senate now asked a conference, which Clifton Clagett, Arthur Livermore, William Plumer, jr., 
Nathaniel Upham-6. 

the House granted without a division. The MASSACHUSET'rs (including Maine).-Benjamin Adams, 
Committee of Conference was composed of Samuel C. Allen, Joshua Cushman, Edward Dowse, Wal
Messrs. Thomas of Illinois, Pinkney of .Maryland, ter Folger, jr., Timothy Fuller, Jonas Kendall, l\Iartin 
and Rtrbour of Va. (all an ti-restriction.ists), on Kinsley, Samuel Lathrop, Enoch Lincoln, Marcus lllor-

ton, Jeremiah Nelson, James Parker, Zabdiel Samp,on, 
the part of the Seuate, and Messrs. llolmes of Nathaniel 8il.sbee, Ezekiel Whitman-16. 
Mass., 'l'aylor of N. Y., Lowndes of S. C., RaoDE lsLAND.-Nathaniel Hazard-1. 
Parker of Ma.ss, and Kinsey of X. J., 011 the CoNNEcncu1'.-Jonathan 0. Moseley, Elisha Phelps, 

John Russ. Gideon '.l'omlinson-4. 
part of the House. (Such constitution of the V1>R~10:-1'1'.-Samuel C. Crafts, Rollin C. Mallary, Ezra 
Committee of Conference was in effect a sur- Meech, Charles Itich, l\Iark Richards, William Strong-6. 
render of the RestricLion on the part of the Nr:w-YoRK.-Nathan!el Allen, Ca.leu. Baker, Robert 

, . . . [Clark, Jacob II. De Witt, John D. D1ckmson, John Fay, 
House.) Jonn Holmes of J\fass., from this Com- William D. Ford, Ezra c. Grnss, Jame; Guyon, jr., 
mittee, in due time (March 2nd), reported that, Aaron Ilackley, jr., G.eorge }fall, Jo;eph 8" Lyman, 

1 The Senate should give up the combina- Robert l\Ionell, Nathamel .l:'.tclier, Jonathan H1chmond, 
· ' f '" ,· · . . . . . Rant.lall S. Street, Jarnes Strong, John W. 'J'aylor, Albert 

t1on o J.J.ISSOU!l rn the s,une bill WILh Maille. H. '!'racy, Solomon Van Rensselear, Peter IL Ii ent.lover, 
2. '£he House should abandon the attempt Silas Wood-22. 

to restril:t Slttvery in Missouri. NE1v-J1ms;;;v.-Ephraim Bateman, John Linn, Henry 

3 B I Il · 1 Id . 0 .. . tl Southaru-3. 
· Ot 1 OUSeS S IOU ~lb! e~ to pclSS 1e PENNSYLVANIA.-Andrew Boden, 'William Darlington, 

Senate's sep<tratc .Mtssoun bill, with Mr. George Dennison, Samuel Edwards, '.l'homas Forrest, 
'l'homas's restriction or eompromisin{)' proviso Samuel Gross, Joseph Hemphill, Jacob Hibschman, 
excludiiw Sia.very from all Territoryonorth antl Joseph Heister, Jacob Hostetter, William l'. l\laclay, 

, "'. . David lllarchand, Robert l\Ioore, Samuel 111oore, John 
west of M1ssour1. Murray, 'l'homas Patterson, Robert Philson, 'l'homas J. 

The report having been read, the first and Rogers, John Sergeant, Christian '.l'arr, James III. Wal-

rnost i111 portant quesLion wa::i put, viz: lac0e-21· Ph'! B h H B h J 1 w 
. . HtO.- 1 emon eec er, enry rus , o 1n • 

Will the House concur with the Senate In so much of Campbell Samuel Ilenick Thomas R. Ross John Sloane 
the said amendments as proposes to strike from the -6. ' ' ' 
fourth section of the 1Missouri) bill the provision prohib- INDIANA.-William Ilendricks-1. 
iting Slavery or involuntary se1·vitude, in the contem- lLL!NOIS.-Daniel P. Cook-1. 
plated t::tate, otherwise than in the punishment of T I u. S7 11 f, F, S 
cnme3 ? ota, .nays, -a 10111 tee tates. 

On which question the Yeas and Nays were (The members apparently absent on this im-
demanded, and were as follows: portant division, were Henry vV. Edwards of 

YE.A.s-Fur giving itp Restrictions on Mis- Conn., Walter ~ase and Honorius Peck of X. Y. 
soitri . and John Condit of N. J., from the Free States; 

· with Lemuel Sawyer of N. C., and David 
111ASSACHUSETTs.-:'.Iark Langdon Ilill, John Holmes, 

Jonathan l\Iason, Henry Shaw-4. Walker of Ky., from the Slave States. Mr. 
RHODE IsL-•ND.-Samuel Eddy-1. Clay of Ky., being Speaker, did not voLe.) 
CoNNECTJCUT.-Samuel A. Foot, James Stephens-2. This defeat broke the back of the Northern 
'.NEw-Yoi<K.-Henry Meigs, Henry R. Storrs-2. · M 
NEw-JERSEY-Joseph Bloomfield, Charles Kinsey, Ber- resistance to receiving issouri as a Slave 

aard Smith-3. State. 
PENNSYLVANIA.-Henry Baldwin, David Fullerton-2. Mr. Taylor, of N. Y., now moved an amend-
ToLal from Free-States H. rnent, intended to include Arkansas Territory 
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under the proposed Inhibition of Slavery we.st j compromise, which were twice voted down by 
of Missouri; but this motion was cut off by the the Northern members, aided by John Randolph 
Previous Question, (which then cut off amend- and three others from the South, who would 
ments more rigorously, according to the rules hav~ Mis~ouri admitted without condition ot· 
of the House, than it now does), and the House quahficat10n. At last, Mr. Clay proposed a Joint 
proceeded to concur with the Senate in inserting Commit~ee on this subject, to be chosen by brtl
the exclusion of Slavery from the territory lot-which the House agreed to by 101 to 55; 
west and north of Missouri, instead of that just and Mr. Clay became its Chairman. By this 
stricken out by, 134 Yeas to 42 Nays, (the Nays Committee, it was agreed that a solemn pledge 
being from the South). So the bill was passed should be required of the Legislature of Mis
in the form indicated above; and the bill ad- souri that the Constitution of that State should 
mitting Maine as a State, (relieved, by a confer- not be construed to authorize the passage of 
ence, from the Missouri rider,) passed both any Act, and that no Act should be passed, 
Houses without a divison, on the following day. "by which any of the citizens of either of the 

Such was the virtual termination of the struo-- States should be excluded from the enjoyment 
gle for the restriction of Slavery in MiRsouri, of the privileges and immunities to which they 
which was beaten by the plan of proffering in- are entitled under the Constitution of the United 
stead an exclusion of Slavery from all . the then States." The Joint Resolution, amended by 
federal territory west and north of that State. the addition of this proviso, passed the Hous·e 
I tis unquestionable that, without this compromise by 86 Yeas to 82 Nays ; the Sena,te concurred 
or equivalent, the Northern votes, which passed (Feb. 27th, 1821,) by 26 Yeas to 15 Nays-(all 
the bill, could not have been obtained for it. Northern but Macon, of N. C.); :Missouri com

THE THIRD MISSOURI STRUGGLE. 
plied with the conditioh, and became an ac
cepted member of the Union. Thus closed the 
last stage . of the fierce Missouri Controversy, 
which for a time seemed to threaten-as so many 
other controversies have harmlessly threatened 
--the existence of the Union. 

Though the acceptance of Missouri as a 
State, with a Slave Constitution, was forever 
settled by the votes just recorded, a new excite
ment sprang up on her presenting herself to 
Congress (Nov. 16, 1820),) with a State Consti-
tution, frame<l on the 19th of July, containing EXTENSION OF MISSOURI. 

the following resolutions: The State of Missouri, ~s originally organized, 
The General Assembly shall have no power to pass wa.s bounded on the west by a line already 

laws, First., for the emancipation of slaves without the specified, which excluded a triangle west of 
consent of their owners, or without paying them before said line, and between it and the Missouri, 
such emancipation, a full equivalent for such slaves so 
emancipated; and, Second, to prevent bona .fide emi- which was· found, in time, to be exceediugly 
grants to this State, or actual settlers therein from fertile and desirable. It was free soil by the 
bringing from any of the United States, or from ~ny of terms of the Missouri compact, and was also 
theit· Territories, such persons as may there be deemed to I 
be slaves, so long as any persons of the same description covered by ndian reservations, not to be 
are allowed to be held as slaves by the laws of this State. removed without a concurrence of two-thirds . 

. . . It shall be their duty, as soon as may be, to of the Senate. Messrs. Benton and Linn, Sena-
pass such laws as may be necessary, f u · · d k h d"ffi 1 First, to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from tors ram i/J.1ssour1, un ertoo - t e 1 cu t task 
coming to, and settling in, this State, under any pretext of engineering through Congress a bill includ
whatever. ing this triangle (large enough to form seven 

The North, still smarting under a sense of its Counties) within the Sta,te of Missouri; which 
defeat on the question of excluding Slarery from they effected, at the long session of 1835-6, so 
Missouri, regal'ded this as needlessly defiant, quietly as hardly to attract attention. The bill 
insulting, and inhuman, and the section last was first sent to the Senate's Committee on the 
quoted ~s palp:tbly in violation of that clause Judiciary, where a favorable report was pro-· 
of the Fe<leral Constitution which gives to the cured from Mr. John M. Clayton, of DelamLre, 
citizens of each State (which blacks arc, in its Chairman; and then it was floated through . 
several Free States), the rights of citizens in both Houses without encountering the perils of 
every State. A. determined resistance to any a division. The requisite Indian treaties were 
such exclusion was manifested, aud a portion likewise carried through the Seuate; so Missouri 
of the N" orthern Members evinced a disposition became possessed of a, large and desirable 
to renew the struggle ap;ainst the further intro- accession of territory, which has since become 
duction of slaves into Missouri. At the first one of her most populom1 and wealthy sections, 
effort to carry her admission, the House voted devoted to the growing of hemp, tobacco, etc., 
it down-Ye,1s, 7g; Kays, 93. A second at- and culLivated l.Jy slaves. This is the most pro
tempt to a<lmit her, on conditiou that she would Slavery section of the State, in which was 
expunge the obnoxious clause (last quoted) of I originated, and was principally sustailled, that 
her Constitution, was voted down still more de- I series of inroads into Kansas, corruptions of 
cisively-Ycas, 6; Nays 146. her ballot-boxes, and outrages upon her people, 

The Ilousc now rested, until a joint resolve, which earned for their authors the appellation 
admitting her with but a vague and ineffective of Border Ruffians. 
qualification, came down from the Senate, wliere 
it was passed by a vote of 26 to 18-six Sena- \ TIIE .ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

tors from Free States in the affirmative. Mr. The name of Texas was originally applied to 
Clay, who bad resigned in the recess, and been a Spanish possession or province, lying between 
succeeded, as Speaker, by John W. Taylor, of the Mississippi and the Rio Grande de! Norte, 
New-York, now appeared as the leader of the but not extending to either of these great rivers. 
Missouri admissionists, and proposed terms of It was an appendage of the Viceroyalty of 

5 
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Mexico, but had very few civilized inhabitants I other southwestern States, began to concentrate 
do•vn to the time of the separation of Mexico itl!elf in Texas. 'fhe emigrants carried rifles; 
from Spain. On two or three occasions, bands i many of them were accompanied by slaves; 
of French ad1'enturers h~d_l~nded on its coast, I ~nd it was weU under~tood that they did ~ot 
or entered it from the adj ornmg French colony 

1 
rntend to become .Mexicans, much less to rehn

of Louisiana; but they had uniformly been quish their slaves. When Gen. Sam. Houston 
treated as intruders, and either destroyed or left Arkansas for Texas, in 1834-5, the Little 
made prisoners by the Spanish military authori- Rock Journal, which a11nounced his exodus and 
ties. No line had ever been drawn between destination, significantly added: " We :shall, 
the two colonies; but the traditional line be- doubtless, heai· of his raising his fia,g there 
tween them, south of the Red River, ran some- shortly." 'l'hat was a foregone conclusion. 
what within the limits of the present State of Of course, the new settlers in Texas did not 
Louisiana. lack pretexts or provocations for such a step. 

When Louisiana was trflnsferred bv France to Mexico was then much as she is n·ow, mis
the United States, without specification of governed, turbulent, anarchical, and despotic. 
boundaries, collisions of claims on this frontier The overthrow of her Federal Constitution by 
was apprehended. General Wilkinson, com- Santa Anna was one reason assigned for the 
mantling the United States troops, moved gra- rebellion against her authority which b~oke out 
dually to the west; the Spanish commandant in in Texas. In 1835, het· independence was 
Texas likewise drew toward the frontier, until declared; in 1836, at the decisive battle of San 
they stood opposite each other across what was Jacinto, it was, by the rout and capture of the 
then tacitly settled as the boundary between the Mexican dictator, secured. 'fhis triumph was 
the two countries. This was never afterward won by emigrants from this country almost 
disregarded. exclusively; scarcely half a dozen of the old 

In 1810, Spain and the United States seemed Mexican inhabitants participating in the revolu
on the verge of war. Grneral Jackson had tion. Santa Anna, while a prisoner, under 
twice invaded Florida, on the assumption of restraint and apprehension, agreed to a peace 
complicity on the part of her rulers and people on the basis of the independence of Texas-a 
-first with our British, then with our savttge covenant which he had no power, and probably 
enemies-and had finally overrun, and, in effect, no desire, to give effect to when restored to 
annexed it. to the Union. Spain, on the other liberty. The 'l'exans, pursuing their advantage, 
hand, had preyed upon our commerce during twice or thrice penetrated other .\lexican pro
the long wars in Eurnpe, and honestly owed our vinces-Tamaulipas, Coahuila, etc.,-and waved 
merchants large sums for unjustifiable seizures their Lone-Star fiag iu defiance on the banks 
and spolia.tions. A negotiation for the settle- of the Rio Grande del Norte; which position, 
ment of these differences was carried on at however, they were always compelled soon to 
\Vashington, between John Quincy Adams, '!!fr. abandon--ouce witll severe loss. Their govern
Monroe's Secretary of State, and Don Onis, the ment, nevertheless, in reiterating their dec!ara
Spanish cmbassador. in the course of which Mr. tion of independence, claimed the Rio Grnude as 
A.dams set up a claim, on the part of this their western boundary, from its source to irn 
country, to 'l'exas as a natural geographical mouth, including a large share of Tamaulipas, 
appendage not of Mexico, but of Louisiana. Coahuila, Durango, and by far the more impor
This claim, however, he eventually waived and tant and populous portion of New Mexico. And 
relinquished, in consideration of a cession of it was with this claim, expressly set forth in the 
Florida by Spain to this country-our govern- treaty, that President Tyler and bis responsible 
ment agreeing, on its part, to pay the claims of advisers negotiated the first official project of 
our merchants for spoliations. Texas remained, annexation, which was submitted to the :::lcnate, 
therefore, what it always had been-a depart- during the session of 18-±3-4, and rrje~ted by a 
ment or province of Mexico, with a formal very decisive vote: only fifteen (mainly South
quit-claim thereto 011 the part of the United ern) senators voting to confirm it. Col. Benton, 
States. and others, urged this aggressive claim of 

The natural advantages of this region in boundary, as affording abu11dant reason for the 
time attracted the attention of American adven- rejection of this treaty; but it is not known 
turers, and a Rmall colony of Yankees was set- that the Slavery aspect of the case attracted 
tled thereon, about 1819-20, by Moses Austin, especial attention iu the Senate. The measure, 
of Connecticut. Other settlements followed. however, had already been publicly eulogized 
•Originally, grants of land in Texas were prayed by Gen. James Hamilton, of S. C., as cal
for, an<l obtaiued of the Mexican Government culated to "give a Gibraltar to the South" and 
.on the assumption that the petitioners wer~ had, on that ground, secured a very g~neral 
Roman Catholics, persecuted in the United and ardent popularity throughout the South
States bee.a.use .of their religion, and anxious to West. And, more than a year previously, seve
find a relnge rn some Catholic country. Thus ral northern members of Congress had united in 
all the cal'l.v emigrants to Texas went pro- the following: 
fessedly as Catholics, no other religion being TO THE PEOPLE 0 F EE STATES 0 
t ler"tCJ F THE R F TUE 
0 "" • UNION. 

Slavery was abolished by Mexico soon after 
the consummation of her independence, when 
"Very few slaves were, or ever had been, in Texas. 
But, about 1884, some years after this event, a 
quiet, but very general, and evidently con
certed, emigratiou, mainly from Tennessee and 

We, the undersigned, in closing our duties to our con
stituents and our country as members of the 27th Con
gress, feel bound to call your attention, very briefly, t.o 
the project, long entertained by a portion of the people 
of these United States, still pertinaciously adhered to 
and intended soon to be consummated: Tim ..1Ns~X.!.Tl0~ 
OF •riu::..1s TO nns UNION. In the press of business inci-
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~ent ~o the _last days of ?- session of Congress, we have I the affecti:ms of her people are so closely enticined and so com
not ~1rne, did we deem 1t necessary, to enter upon a I pletely enfibred, and whose value. is more highly approciated, 
detailed statement of the reasons which force upon our than that which we are now cons1derlllg. 
minds tlie conviction that this project is by no means \ "It ~nay 110*t be 1· * * h * t * k th* t d ~ h abandoned · th t I . t" f th · mproper ere o remar a , urlllg t e . . a. a a1ge por 10n o . e country, mter- last session of Congress, when a t;enalor from Mississippi pro-
ested rn the. contmuance of Domestic Slavery and the I posed the acknowledgment of Texan independence, it was 
Slave-trade rn these Umted States, have solemnly and found, wnh a few exceptions, the 1ne'lnbers of that iody 1cere 
ui;ialt~rably determined that it shall be speedily car- •:e<ul!/ to take ground upon it, as upon the sul.ject of Slavery 
ried into emeciition; and that, by this admission of new 1 ts~y. r· . . . 
Slave Terntory and Slave States the i•ndue ascend- . .\\ 1th all these facts before us, " ·e do pot hesitate m be
enc ,,. t/, Sl h ld · ' . , G lievmg that these f~elmgs influenced the New En<>land Sena-

y 0.1 ie ~ve- o 211g. power in t1ie overn1nent to;s, but-one voting in favor of the measure ; and, indeed, Mr. 
11'.iall be secu1 ed and nvetell beyond all ·redemp- W f'.bster had_ been bold enough, in a public speech recently 
Uon ! ! deltvcred 111 l\ew-York, to many thousand citizens to declare 

That it was with these views and intentions that set- that the reason that intiuenced his opposition wa~ his abhor
tlements were effected in the province by citizens of the rence of Slavery in the South, and that it might, in the event of 
United States di/Iiculties fomented ~ith the Mexicfl.n its recog:iiuon, become a slaveholdin!; State. He also spoke 
G . ' . 

1 
. · ' of the ellorts makmg Ill favor of Abolttwn ; and that, being pre-

oveinment, a 1evo t bi ought about, and au In.depen- dica.ted upon and aided by the powerful iniluence of religious 
dent Government declared, cannot now admit of a feeling, it would become irresistible and overwhelming. 
doubt; and that, hitherto, all attempts of l\Iexico to re- "This language, coming from so distinguished au individual 
duce her revolted province to obedience have proved as M'.. W.ebstcr, s? familiar with the feelings of the North and 
unsuccessful, is to be attribut.ed to the unlawful aid and ent~i.tamrng so !ugh a. respect for puliltc s_entiment rn New 
ass!stance of designing and interested individuals in the !~;t;~~~;.;t~~~~s so plamly the >oice of the l\orth as not to be 
Umte~ States, and the dir~ct a.nd. indir~ct co.operation "We sincerely hope there is enough good sense and genuine 
of om ow~ GoYernment, with sim2lar views, is not the love of country among ottr fellow-countrymen of the Northern 
less certam and demonstrable. States, to. secure us final justice on this subject; yet we cannot 

'l'he open and repeated enlistment of troops in several c.o.ns1der it safe or expedient for the people of the Sou:h. to en
States of this Union, in aid of the Texan Revolution. the tuely disregard the etlorts of 1he fanatics, and the op1010ns of 
intrusion of an American Army by o1·de. of tie lj. . stich men as. \Vebster, and others who countenance such dan-. . , . r 1 l esi- gerous doctrines. 
dent, far rnto the. terntory of the Mexician Government, "The N9rthern State.~ have no faterests of their 01cn which 
at a moment cntica! for the fate of the insurgents, under re~uire any .sveciul safeguards for their defense, save on.ly 
pre~ense _of preventrng J\lexican soldiers from fomenting their domestw manufac_tures j and Uod knows 1hey have 
!nd;an disturbances, but in reality in aid of, and acting alre~dy r~cei.ved pr?tectwn rro~n Government on a_ m.ost 
rn smgular concert and coincidence with the army of th hlier.al scale, undei which encouragement they ha\ e 1m
R v I t" · t'. h ·. 

0
. • ' • e pro>ed and flourished beyond. example. The South has very 

e o u 10ms ~,. t e ent11 e neblect of our Government to vecultur interests to preserve; mterests already violently as
adopt any efficient measures to prevent the most un- :;ailed and boldly threatened. 
warrantable aggressions of bodies of our own citizens '·Your Cornrnittee are fully persuade<! that this protection to 
enlisted, organized and officered w;thin our own borders' her best interests •rill be op·orded by the nnne:ration al Texas; 
and marched in arms and b[lttie array upon the terri~ u_n e'i"iJJpis~ of _influence in the hal/8 of Cong,.~ss ·u.·ill /~·e secured, 
tory, a;nd ~gainst the inhabitants of a friendly govern- uhich 1eillju·~m.sh ma panwnent gua1·;rnty o; p1'0tection." 
ment, rn aid of freebooters and insurgents and the pre- The speecn of Mr. Adams, exposrng the whole system 
mature recognition of the Independence of Texas by a of dL1plicity and perfidy toward Mexico, had marked the 
snap vote, at the heel of a session of Conc,,·ess and that c!onduct of our Government; and the emphatic expressions 
too, .at the very ses~io~1 when President J~cks~n had, by of opposit.ion which began to come up from a~l parties in 
special Message, rns1Sted that "the measure would the l!ree States, however, for a time, nearly silenced the 
be contrary to the policy invariably observed by the clamors of the South for annexation, and the people of 
United States in all similar cases-'' would be m·irked the North have been lulled into the belief that the pro
with great injustice to Mexico, and peculiarly liable to ject is vear~y, if not wholly abandoned, and that, at 
the darkest suspicions, ina::nnuch as the 'l'ewt1ns were l~ast, there is now no serious danger of ·its consummu-
almost all emig 1·ants Ji·mn the United States, AND twn. . . . . 
SOUGll1' T!lel RECOGNITION OF nIEIIl !NDEPENDE!W~ W11'11 'fl!l<l Beltevmg th ts to be a false and d111L(Ja'01/,S sec~•rity; 
AVOWED PURPOSlil OF OBTAlNING 1'11Ellt ANNEXATION TO THE that the proiect has never been abandoned a moment, 
UNI1'~D S1·An·s. 'l'hese occurrences are too well known by its originators and abet.tors, but that it has been d&· 
and too fresh in the memory of all to need more ferred for a more favorable moment for it.s accomplish, 
than a pa.ssing notice. 'l'hese have become mattel's ment, we refel' to a few evidences of more recent de
of histol'y. l!'or further evitlence upon all these and velopment upon which this opinion is founded. 
other important points, we refer to the memorable . 'l'he last Election of President o~ the llepublic of Tex:as, 
speech of John Quincy Adams delivered in the House of is undel'stoo? to have turned, mainly, upon the question 
Representatives during the ~orning hour in June and of annexation or no annexation, and the candidate 
July, 1838, and to his address to his constituents de- favorable to that measure was successful by an over
livered at Braintree, 17th September 1842. ' whelming majorit,y. The sovereign States of Alabama, 

The open avowal of thll 'l'exans themselves-the fre- 'l'ennessee, and ~lississippi, have recently adopted Reso
quent and anxious negotiations of our own Government lutions, so~1e, if not all of them, unanimoiisly, in favor 
-the resolutions of various States of the Union-the of annexat10n, and forwarded them to Congress. 
munerous declarations of membei·s of Congress-the 1'he H?n. _Henry A. Wise, a member of ~ongress ~roJJ. 
t?ne of the Southern press-as well as the direct applica- the D:stnct m w.h1ch ou~· present Cluef ;\~ag1strate resided 
tion of the Texan Government, malce it impossiule for when ele~te~ Vice-President, and ;vho is u_nderstood to 
any man to doubt, that ANNiiXA1'ION, and the formation b_e more rntimately acq~:i:mted. with the views and de
of ~everal new ~laveholding States, were originally the signs of the present admi_n1stration than an:\'. othe~· mem
po!Jcy and design of the l:llaveholding States and the ber of Congress, most d1strn~tly avowed his desn:e for, 
Executive of the Nation. and expectation of annexation, at the last session of 

'l'he sa~e refere!1ce will show, very conclusively, that Coi:gress. Among other things, he said, in a speech 
the particular objects of this new acquisition of Slave delivered January 26, 1842: 
'l'erritory were TH& PERPJ£1'UATION OF SLAVERY AND TI!hl "True, if Iowa be added on the one side, Florida will be 
COl<T!NU'D ASCENDENCY OF TIIE SL.J. YE POWE>:R. added on the other. But there the equali'on must slop. Let 

The following extracts from a Report on that subject one more Northern Stale be admitted, and the equilibrium is 
s.dopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, from a ma~ gone-gone forever. The balanre of interests is gone-the S<•/e

guard of American prnperty-of the Amei·ican Constilution
of similar evidence which might be adduc:ed, will show of the American Union, vanished into thin air. This rn1at h.; 
with what views the annexation was then urged: the ineviW.ble re.suit, unless by a treaty uith Mexico, THE SouTH 

"Ilut we hasten to suggest the importance of the annexation CAN ADD MORE WEIGilT TO H1':R END OF THE LEYER 1 Let the 
of 'l'exas to this Hepublic upon grounds somewhat local in South stop at the Sabine, (the eastern boundary of Texas,) while 
their complexwn, but of an import lllfinitcly gra,-e and in ter- the North may spread unchecked beyond the Hocky Moun
estmg to the people who inhabit the Sot1thHn portion of this tains AND THE SOUTBEirn SC.A.LE MUST KICK THE BEAM." 
Confedei:acy, where it is known that a species of domestic , Finding difficulties perhaps in the way of a cession by 
Slavery is tolerated and protected by law, whose exlslence is . ' ' . · .· 
prohibited by the legal regulations of othel' States of this Con- Tre~ty, m another sp~ech delivered 111Apul,_1842, on a 
federacy; which system of Slavery is held by all who are motion made by llir. Lmn, of New-York, to sti ike out the 
familia:rly_acquainted wiLh its ln·acti.ca~ effects, t? ~d of highly sal~ry of the )Jinister to Me.xico, oi:i the ground .that the 
be"!'efi<~al injtuence to the country uithin ulwse Umits it is per· design of the EXECUTIVE, m makmg the appomtment, 
m~~~·l t:> ~ist. . . was to accomplish the annexation of Texas, l\Ir. Wise 

The Committee feel. authorized to say that t~is system is said "he earnestly hoped and trusted that the President 
chertsh~d by our consutuents as the vei·y palladium of their ' . . .. · . . . 
prosperity and hu.ppiness, and whatever ignorant fauat!cs may was as desu ous (of anuexatwn) as J_1e was 1 epi _esented to 
elsewhere conjecture the Committee are fully asst1red upon be. 'Ve may well suppose the President to be m favor of 
the most diligent obse~valion and reflection on the subje~t, that it, as every wise stat.,sman must be who is not governed 
the /:3oulh does not possess withill her limit.. a bles.ing with uhich by fanaticism, or local sectionu.l prejudices." 
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He said of Texas, tliat·--
" While she was, as a Slate, weak and almost powerless in 

resisting invasion, she was herself irresistible as an im·ading 
and a conquering power. She had but a sparse po;rnlation, 
and neither men nor money of her own, to raise and equip au 
army for her own defense ; bm Jct her oncP. raise the flag of 
foreign conquest-let her once proclaim a crusade against the 
rich :'Hates to the south of her-and in a moment >o!unteers 
would flock lo her standard in crowrJs, from all the States in the 
gre,at valley of the M(ssi.ssi.ppi-men of enterprise and valor, be
fore whom no i\Iex.ican troops could stand for an hour. They 
would leave their own towns, arm themselves, and travel on 
their own cost, and would come up in thousands, to plant the 
lone star of the Texan banner on the Mexican capitol. They 
would drive Santa Anna to the South, and in boundless wealth 
of captured towns, and rifled churches, and a lazy, vicious, 
and luxurious priesthood, would soon enable Texas, to pay her 
soldiery, and redeem her State debt, and push her victorious 
arm~ to the very shores of the Pacific. And would not all 
this extend the bounds of Slavery? Yes, the result would be, 
that, before another quarter of a century, the extension of 
s1 .. very would not stop short of the Western Ocean. We had 
but tico alternatfres before us ; either to receive Texas into our 
fraternity of St,ates, and thu.s make her our own, or to leave her to 
oonquer Mexico, and become our most dangerou.s and formidable 
rival. 

"To talk of restraining the people of the great Valley from 
emigrating to join her armies, was all in vain ; and it was 
equally vain to calculate on their defeat by any Mexican 
forces, aided by England or not. They had gone once alre,ady ; 
it was they tlicit conque,.ed Santa Anna at San Jacinto; ancl 
th?'ee-fou,.ths of them, after wiz;tuing that glorious field, had 
peaceably returned to their homes. But once set before them 
the conquest of the rich Mexican provinces, and you might as 
well attempt to stop the wind. This Government might send 
its troops to the frontier, to turn them back, and they would 
run O''er them like a herd of b ufi"alo. 

"Nothing could keep these booted Joafors from rushing 
on, till they kicked the i:lpanish priests out of the temples they 
profaned." 

;\Ir. Wise proceeded to insist that a majority of the people of 
the United :States were in fa''or of the annexation; at all 
events, he would risk it with the Democracy of the Nortl1. 

"Sil'," said l\Ir. \Vise, "it is not only lhe duty of the Govern
ment tO demand the liquidation of onr claims, and the libera
tion of our citizens, but to go further, and demand the non
!n vasion of Texas. Shall we sit still while the standard of in
surrection is raised on our borders, and let a ho,.de of slaves, 
andiw.lums and 3fexicans rot/. up to the boundary line of Arkan
scM an1l Louisiana? No. It is our duty at once to say to 
Mexico, 'If y<m strike Texas, you strike us ;' and if England, 
standing by, should dare to iutermedJle, and ask, 'Do you 
i,akepart with Texas?' his prompt answer should be,' Yes, and 
agains.t you.' 

'·Such, he woulcl let gent/Pmen lmo10, was the spirit of the whole 
people of the grettt valley of the West." 

Several other members of Congress, in the same debate, 
expressed similar views and desires, and they are still 
more frequently expressed in conversation. 

The Hon. 'rhamas W. Gilmer, a member of Congress 
from Virginia, and formerly a Governor of that State, 
numhered as one of the " Guard,'' and of course under
stood to be in the counsels of the Cabinet, in a letter 
bearing date the 10th day of January last, originally de
sign et! as a private and confidential Jetter to a friend, 
gives it as his deliberate opinion, after much examination 
and reflection, that 'rExAS WILL BE ANNEXED TO THE 
UNION; and he enters into a specious argument, and pre
sents a variety of reasons in favor of the- measure. He 
says, among other things; 

"Having acquired Lot1isiana and Florida, we have an In
terest and a frontier on the Gulf of Mexico, and along our in
terior to the Pacific, which will not permit us to close our eyes, 
or foltl our arms, with indifference to the events which a few 
years may disclose in that quarter. \Ve have already had one 
question of boundary with Texas; other questions must soon 
arise, under our revP.nue laws, and on other points of neces
sary intercourse, which it will be diOicult to adjust. The insti
tution.< of Te.r<rn, and her relations with other qo>:ernments, are 
yet in thnt condition whirh incline.9 her J>Mple (who are our ou:n 
ronntrymen,) to unite their de.•tinies icith oui-.". Tms MUST BE 
VONE SOOK, OR NOT AT ALL. There are numemns tribes of In
di<~M along both flontiers, ichich wn easily become the call3e or 
the in8trwnent of border 'wars." 

None can be so blind now, as not to know that the real 
design and object of the South is, to "ADD NEW WEIGHT 
~·o rrna 1rnn OF THE Le~YEn." It was upon that ground 
that l\fr. Webster placed his opposition, in bis speech on 
that subject in New-York, in !If arch, 1837. In that speech, 
after stating that he saw insurmountable objections to 
the annexation of 'l'exas, that the purchase of Louisiana 
and Florida furnished no precedent for it, that the cases 
were not parallel, and that no such policy or necessity 
as led to that, required the annexation of Texas, he said: 

"Gt>ntlemen, we all see, that by whomsoever possessed, 
Texas is lik~ly to be a sla,·eholding cvumry; anrl I frankly 
avow my entire unwillingness to do any_1hing _which shall 
extend the Slavery of the African race, on !ht' contment, or add 
other slaveholding State$· to the Union. When I say that I 
regard Slavery as in itself a great moral, sol'ial, and political 
e,•il, I onlv use language which has been adopted by tlistin
guishe<I rrien, th~mselves citizens of Slavt•ho!Jing St:iles. I 
shall <lo nothing, therefore, lo favor or encourage its further 
extension." 

In conclusion he said: 
"I sec, therefore, no political necessity for the annexation 

of Texas lo the Union; no adq1ntages to be derired from it, 
and objectious to it of a strong, and, in my judgment, decisive 
character. 

"I belicre it to bP. for the interest and lnppine~s of the 
whole l:nion, to remain as it is, wilhout diminmiou aPd without 
addition." 

To prevent the success of this nefarious project-to 
preserve from such gross violation the Constitution of our 
country, adopted expressly "to secure the blessings of 
libe1·fll;," and not the perpetuation of Slavery-and to 
prevent the speedy and violent dissolution of the Union 
-we invite you to unite, without di8tinction of party, iu 
au immediate expression of your Yiews on this subject, 
in such manner as you may deem best calculated to 
answer the end proposed. 

JorrN QurncY An.Hrs, NA THANIEL B. BORDEN, 
SETH 1\1. GATES, 'l'rro~IAS C. CHIT'rnNDEN, 
WILLI..\)[ SLADE, JOHN ill.ATTOCKS, 
IVILLIH! B. CALHOUN, CHRISTOPHER JIIORGAN, 
JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS, JOSHUA l\J. l!OWARD1 

SHERLOCK J. ANDHEWS, YICTORY BIRDSEYE, 
liILAND HALL. 

W.ASHINGTON, March 3rd, 1843. 

[NOTE.-The above address was drawn up by Hon. Seth M. 
Gates, of New-York, at the suggestion of John Quincy Adams, 
and sent to members of Congress at their residences, after 
the close of the session, for lheir signatures. Many more than 
the abo>e approved heartily of its positions and objects, 
and would have signed it, but for its premature publica
tion, through mistake. l\Ir. Winthrop, of C.fass., was one of 
these, with Gov. Briggs, of conr;e; ilfr. Fillmore declined 
signing it.] • 

The letters of Messrs. Clay and Van Buren, 
taking ground against annexation, without the 
consent of Mexico, as an act of bad faith and 
aggression, which would necessarily result in 
war, which appeared in the spring of 1844, 
make slight allusions, if any, to the Slavery 
aspect of the case. In a later letter, Mr. Clay 
declared that he did not oppose annexation on 
account of Slavery, which he regarded as a 
temporary institution, which, therefore, ought 
not to sta11d in the way of a permanent acquisi
tion. And, thongh )fr. Clay's last letter on the 
subject, prior to the election of 18.J..J., reiterated 
and emphasized all his objections to annexation 
under the existing circumstances, he did not in
clude the existence of Sia very. 

The defeat of Mr. Van Buren, at the Balti
more Nominating Convention-:\1r. Polk being 
selected in his stead, by a body which had been 
supposed pledged to renominate the ex-Presi
dent-excited considerable feeling, especially 
among the Democrats of Kew-York. A number 
of their leaders united in a letter, termed the 
"Secret Circular," advising their brethren, 
while they supported Polk and Dallas, to be 
careful to vote for candidates for Congress who 
would set their faces as a flint against annexa
tion, which was signed by 

GEORGE P. BARKER, 
WILLIAM C. BRYANT, 
J. W. l!.:DMONDS, 

DAVID DUDLEY FrnLD 1 

'l'HllODORE SEDGWICK, 
THOMAS IV. '.l'UCK>.H, 

ISAAC TOWNSEND. 

Silas 'Vright, then a Senator of the United 
States, and who, as such, had opposed the 
Tyler Treaty of Annexation, was now run 
for Governor, as the only man who could carrv 
the State of New-York for Polk and D<tlla>'. l~ 
a democratic spe.ech at Skaneateles, N. Y., )lr. 
Wright l~ad recer.tly declared that he could 
never consent to .Annexation on anv terms 
which would give Slavery an advant~gr over 
Freedom. This sentiment 1rns rciteratl'd a11d 
amplified in a great Convention of the DPrno-
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eracy, which met at Herkimer, in the autumn of 
this year. 

The contest proceeded with great earnestnrss 
throughout the Free States, the supporterR of 
Polk and of Birney (the Abolition candidate 
for President), fully agreeing in the assenion 
that Mr. Clay's position was equally favorable to 
Annexation with Mr. Polk's. Mr. Birney in a 
letter published on the eve of the Election, de
clared that he regarded Mr. Clay's election as 
more favorable to Annexation than Mr. Polk's, 
because, while equally inclined to fortify <Uld 
extend Slavery, he possessed more ability to 
influence Congress in its favor. 

Before this time, but as yet withheld from, 
and unknown to, the public, Mr. Calhoun, now 
President Tyler's Secretary of State, and :u1 
early and powerful advocate of Annexation, had 
addressed to Hon. Wm. R. King, our Embassa
dor at Paris, an official dispatch from which we 
make the following extracts: 

MR. CALHOU~ TO MR. KING. 

DEPART~!E:-IT OF STATE, } 
Washington, August 12, 1844. 

Sm-I have laid your dispatch, No. 1, before the 
President, who instructs me to make known to you that 
he has read it with much pleasure, especially the portion 
which relates to your cordial reception by the King, and 
his assurance of friendly feelings toward the United 
States. 'l'he President, in particular, highly appreciates 
the declaration of the King, that in no event, would any 
steps be taken by his government in the slightest degree 
hostile, or which would give to the United States just cause 
of complaint. It was the more gratifying from the fact, 
that our previous information was calculated to make 
the impression that the government of France was pre
pared to unite with Great Britain in a joint proLest 
against the annexation of Texas, and a joint effort to 
induce her Government to withdraw the proposition to 
annex, on condition that lllexico should 1.Je made to 
acknowledge her independence. He is happy to infer 
from your dispatch that the information, so far as it 
relates to France, is in all probability without founda
tion. You did not go further than you ought, in assur
ing the King that the object of Annexation would be 
pursuetl with unabated vigor, and in giving your opinion 
that a decided majority of the American people were in 
its favor, and that it would certainly be annexed at no 
distant day. I feel confident that your anticipation will 
be fully realized at no distant period. 

Every day will tend to weaken that combination of 
political causes which led to the opposition of the 
measure, and to strengthen the conviction that it was 
not only expedient, but just and necessary. 

But to descend to particulars : it is certain that 
while England, like France, desires the independence of 
Texas, with the view to commercial connections, it is not 
less so that one of the leading motives of England for 
desiring it, is the hope that, through her tliplomacy and 
influence, Negro Slavery may be abolished the1·e, and 
ultimately, by consequence, in the United States and 
throughout the whole of this continent. 'l'hat its ultimate 
abolition throughout the entire continent is an object 
ardently desired by her, we have decisive proofs in the 
declaration of the Earl of Aberdeen, delivered to this 
Depa1·tment, and of which you will find a copy among 
the documents transmiLted to Congress with the 'l'exan 
treaty. 'l'hat she desires its abolition in Texa , and has 
used her influence and diplomacy to effect it 'here, the 
same document, with the correspondence of this Depart
ment with .lllr. Packenham, also to be found among the 
documents, furnishes proof not less conclusive. 'l'hat 
one of the objects of abolishing it there is to facilitate 
its abolition in the United t::tates, and throughout the 
continent, is manifest from the declaration of the Aboli
tion party and societies both in this country and in Eng
land. In fact, there is good reason to believe that the 
scheme of abolishing it in Texas, with a view to its al.Jo
Jition in the United States, and over the continent, Otigi
nated with the prominent members of the p<Lrty in the· 
United States ; and was first broached by them in the 
(so called) World's Convention, held in London in the 
year lti40, and through its agency brought to the notice 
of the llritish Government. 

Now, I hold, not only that France can have no interest 

in the consummation of this grand scheme, which Eng
land hopes to accomplish through Texas, if she can 
defeat the Annexation, but that her interests, and those 
of all the Continental powers of Europe are directly and 
deeply opposed to it. 

'l'he election of Jam cs K. Polk as President, 
and George M. Dallas as Vice-President, (Nov. 
1844) having virtually settled, affirmatively, the 
question of annexing Texas, the XXVIIIth 
Congress commenced its second session at 
Washington, on the 2d of December, 1844-Mr. 
John Tyler being still acting President up to 
the end of the Congress, March 4th following. 

Dec. 19.-Mr. John B. \Yeller, (then member 
from Ohio) by leave, introduced a joint resolu
tion, Ko. 51, providing for the annexation of 
Texas to the United State1', which he moved to 
the Committee of the \\"hol e. 

Mr. E. S. Hamlin, of Ohio, moved a reference 
of said resolve to a Committee of one from each 
State, with instructions to repon 

"·hether the annexation of Texas would not extend 
and perpetuate Slavery in the Slave States, and also, t.he 
internal Slave-trade; and whether the United StateR 
Government has' any Constitutional power over Slavery 
in the States, either to perpetuate it there, or to do it 
away. 

'l'he question on commitment was insisted 
upon, and first taken-Yeas, 100 (Democrats); 
Kitys, 61 (Whigs); whereupon it was held that 
Mr. lfamliu's amendment was defeated, and the 
original proposition alone committed. 

Janu,ary 10th, 1845.-Mr. John P. Ilale, of 
New-llampshire, (then a Democratic Represen
tacive, now a Republican S<>nator) proposed the 
followi11g as an amendment to any act or rernlve 
co11templn.ting the annexation of Texas to tliis 
U11io11: 

Proi•ided, 'l'hat immediately after the question of 
boundary between the United States of America and 
.lllexico shall have been definitiveiy settled by the t"o 
Governments, and before any State formed out of the 
'l'erritory of 'l'exas shall be admitted into the Un ion, Ille 
said 'l'erritory of 'l'exas shall be divided as follows, to 
wit: beginning at a point r,n the Gulf of Mexico, midway 
between the Northern and Southern boundaries thereof 
on the coast; and thence by a line running in a N onh
westerly direction to the extreme boundary thereof, so 
as to divide the same as nearly as possible into two 
equal parts, and in that portion of said Territory lying 
South and West of the line to be run as aforesaid, there 
shall be neither Shwery nor involuntary servitude, other
wise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted. 

And provided f1irther , 'l'hat this provision shall be 
considered as a compact between the people of the 
United States and the people of the said Territory, and 
forever remain unalterable, unless by the consent of 
three-fourths of the States of the Union. 

nlr. Ilale asked a suspension of the rules, to 
en:tble him t.o offer it now, ftnd have it pI"iuteJ 
and c5rn111i tted. Rcfu~ed-Yeas, 92 (not two
thirds); Kays, 81. 

Yeas-All the Whig"-* and most of the Demo
crats from the Free States. with hlessr;;. Duncan 
L. Clinch and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, 
ancl GeOJ·•re "'· Sunrnwrs, of Virginia. 

JYays__:'.All the 111embel'S from Slave States, 
except the aboYc, with tiie following from Free 
Srntes: 

MAINE.-Sheppard Cary-1. 
Nr:1v-ILH1P:>mKi,;.-Eumund Burke, i\foses Norris, jr.-2. 
N~:w-YoKK.-James U. Clinton, Selah B. Strong-2. 
Pb:NNSYLVAN!A.-James mack, Richard Brodheaa. 

ll. D. Foster, Joseph R. Jnoe ,·soll, .Jlichael II. Jenk~-6. 
Omo.-Jaseph J. McOowell-1. 
bnuNA.-Wm. J. Brown, J. W. Davis, John Pettit--8. 

* E"cept the two here given in Italics. 
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ILLrnors.-Orlando n. Ficklin, Joseph P. Hoge, Robert I aforesaid was agreed to-Yeas, 118; Nays, 
Smith-3. '101. 

'l'otal Democrats from Free States, 17. / }r 
114 

D t d -..- ui'lton • eas- emocra s, an messrs. m 
D ece_mher lZth.-,\lr. q. J. Ingerso'.I, of Pe~n-J Brown, of Tennessee ; James Dellet, of Alabama; 

sylvama, fron'. ~he Cornm~ttee on Fore1i?n Affairs, and Duncan L. Clinch, and Alexander II. 
reported a .Jomt R~solution for annexlllg Tex.as Stephens, of Georgia, (4J Southern Whig~. 
to the _Dmou, ~vhich was c~mmitted a~d dis- Naljs-all the ·whigs present from Free Stntes 
c.ussed m Committee of the"' hole from time to with all from Slave SLates, but the four just 
.tun e , through the next month. nam ed. with the followin"' Democrats from 

January 7th.-Mr .• J. P. Hale presented re- F ·ee S~·ites. 0 

sol\'eS of the Legislature of New-Hampshire, 
1 

' • 
MAJNE.-Robert P. Dunlap, Hannibal llamlin-2. 

thoroughly in favor of Annexation, and silent YERMO:-IT.-l:'aul Dillingham, jr.-1. 
on the subject of ~Lt very, except as follows: NEw-IIAMP$HIHE.-John P. Hale-1. 

Resolved, That we agree with llfr. Clay, that the re- CoNNECTICUT.-George S. Catlin-I. 
annexation of 'rtxas will add more J!'ree than Slave NEW-YORK -Joseph H. Anderson, Charles S. Benton, 
i:lrates to the Union; and that it would be unwise to re- Jeremiah E. Carey, Amasa Dana, Richard D. Davis, 
fuse a permanent acquisition, which will exist as long as Byram Green, Preston King, Smith M. Purdy, George 
the globe remains, on account of a temporary institution. Rathbun , On·ille Robinson, David L. Seymour, Lemuel 

Stetson-12. 
Jamtary 13tlt.-Mr. Cave J ohnsou, of Ten- Omo.-Jacob Ilrinckerhoff, "\"\illiam C. McCauslen, 

ne8see, 111oved tlrnt all forther debate on this Joseph Morris, Henry St. John-4. 
T Mi cmGAN .-James B. Ilnnt, Robert l\IcClelland-2. 

subjeut be closed at ~ P.~L on hursday next. Total Democrats from Free States, .......... 23. 
Carried-Yeas, LHi ; 1\ ays, 57 ; (nearly all the Total '\"bigs from J<'ree and >:'lave States, .... 78 . 
.Nays from Slave State,;.) The IIou~e then ordered the ·whole proposi-

January 25th.-The debate, after an exten- tion to a third r eading forthwith--Yeas, 120; 
sion ot' time, was at length brought to a close, ~a~·s, ~i/--:l!ld passed i t , Yeas, 120; Nays, 98. 
and the Joint Re~olmion taken ont of Commit- J7Pa.~-all the Democrats from Slave States, 
te e, and report e d to the Honse in the following and all the Democrats from Free States, except 
for111; (that portion rt>lati11g to Slavery, having as above; with ~1essrs. Duncan L. Clinch, Mil
been added in Uo111mitLee, on motion of Mr. ton [frown, James Dellet, \Villoughby Kewton, 
Mil,tun Brown, ('iVhig) of Tennessee: of Virginia, (who therefrom turned Der_nocrat), 
. R esolved, uy the Senate and Ilou8e of Repre.senta- and .Alexander II. Stephen~ of Geor"'ta, (now 

tives in Congress assembled, That Congress cloth con- , . . S S 0 

sent that the 'l'erritory properly included within, and Democrat), from lav~ tates. 
rightfully belonging to, the Republic of Texas, may be ' 1Yays-all the Whigs from Free States; all 
erected into a new State, to be cnlled the State of'l'exas, I tho"e from Slave States except as above; with 
with a republican form of Government., to be adopted by I 9 ._, D, ,. t f" F, State" 
the people of said Republic, by deputies in Convention ~" emoct a S l om 1 ee • o;. 
assembled, with the consent of the exi~ting Government, I So the resolve passed the Ilouse, and was 
iu o,der that the same may be admitted as one of the sent to the Seuate for concurrence. 
:::itates of this union. I I S te seven! attempts to originate action 
· 2 . .And/Jeitfurther;·esoli~ed, Thatthefore.!l"o'ngcon- . .u ena.' < .' • , 
sent of Congress is given upon the following conditions, 

1 

m favor of A11nexat10n were made at this ses-
an~. ~~ith .~lw f~l.low . ng guar~nt1es, to .wi.t: , . 

1 
sion, bn t nothing came o~ ~hem. . 

1'11~t. 8a1.d ::;tate to be fo1mecl, sul1Je.ct to .the aclJnst-

1 

Ji'ebrtWl'I/ :!-±t/1.-The JOlllt resolution afore-
ment by tlus Government of all questions of boundary . . • . 
th;tt may arise with other government·; and the Con- Stud iro111 the House was taken up for cou
>litution thereof, with the proper evidence of its adoption siderntion bv 30 Yeas to 11 Nays (all Northern 
b.)'." the people of s.aid l{epubl1c of .'l'exas, shall be tran.s- \V\Ji,,·s). 0;1 tbe 27th Mr. Walker of Wiscon-
lll1tted to the President of the United i:ltates, to be laid . "' ' . ' .. 
before Congress for its final action on or before the 1st s1u, moved to add an alternative proposition, 
day of January, 1846. ' contemplating neg(\tiation as the means of 

:Second. i:laid State, when admitted into the Union, <>ffoetinrr the meditated end. 
afte1: ceding to the United States all public e\].1fices,forti- · 'I , 1;;' • ,. \\Tl·") f' 1' ~ d 
ticat1ons, barracks, ports and hnrbors. nnvy and navy- " l. Oo;ter, ~ llo O cnnes::.ee, propose 
yard:;, docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other That the State of Texas, and such other States as may 
property and means pe.-taining to the public defense, be forme1l out of that portion of the present Territory ot 
belonging to the said ltepublir. of 'l'exas, shall retain all Texas, lying south of thirty-six degrees thi;ty minutes 
the public funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every kind north liLtitude commonly known as the 111Issoun Com
which may belong to, or be due or owing said llepubl ic; promise line, ~hall be admitted into the Union with or 
and shall also retain all the vacant and unappropriated wi1hout 8luYe.y, as the people of each State, so hereafter 
lands lying within its limits, to be applied LO the pay- askinno ali1uiosion, may desire. 
rnent of debts and liabiliti es of said llepublic of 'rexas; I O " , · , l · , , . I· y . ( 11 
and the re~idur~ of said lands, after discharging said detts II "l11uh tie question'' at\ t«t ,en. eas, a 
and liabiliti e~, to be disposed of as said :'tale may direct : \V hi gs bnt 3) 18 ; N ttys, 3-±. 
but in no cvr;nt are said debts and liabil ities to become Various amendments were proposed and voted 
a ch:Lrge npon the United States. .1 A ti "'f F 't of 'l'enn 

'l'hird. New States of convenient si7.e, not exceeding uown. mong 1 ~m, ~ r. o~ er, ., 
four in nnmber, in addition to said Stn1e of 'l'cxas, and I moved an express supulat1on that Slavery should 
havingsuilicient population,may hereafter,b.v the consent be tolerated in all States formed out of the 
of .said State, be. formed out. ~f the 'l'erritory ther.eof, Territory of Texas south of the i\lissouri line 
which shall be entitled to ad mt ·s1on under the 1HO\'IS1ons . ' · ' 
of the Jo'ederal Constitution. Aud such States as may be of 36° 30'. Rejected--Yeas, 16 (Southei·n 
form~d out of that por~ion of.said 'l'erri tory, lying south \Vhigs, and Sevier, of Arkansas); Nays, 33. 
of tl11rty-s1x degrees ~h1rty mmutes north latitude, com- ~ . d th t th · t f Sl 
manly known as the l\Iissouri Compromise line shall be ,,fr. llf1ller, of N. J., mol"e a e ex1s ence o a-
admitted into the Union with or without Slave;·y as the very be forever prohibHeJ in the northern and northwest
people of each State asking ~dmission may desir~; and ern part of said 'L'erntory! west of the 10~th degree of 
in such State or States as shall be formed out of said I latitude west from Green\Vlch, so as to d1v1de, as equally 
Territory north of said l\Iissouri Compromise line as may be. the whole of the annexed country between 
Slavery o'r involuntary servitude (except for crime) shaii Slaveholding and Non-Slaveholdrng States. 
be prohibited. Yeas, 11 ; all Northern Whigs, except l\lr. 

Mr. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee, moved the Crittenden, Ky. Nays, 33. 
previous question, which the IIou8e seconded- The vote in the Senate on the joint resolution 
Yeas, 113; Nays, lOn-and then the amcnd111ent for Annexation stood, Yeas, 2u, all Demo-
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crats but 3; :Nays, ~5, (all Whigs). - In the I 4.n~ ic~erea8, Congress, in tl1e .?rganization or.a.ter!·i· 
House Yeas 134 all Democrats but 1 : _r.; a vs 77 tonal .,o, e•.nment, at an .ea1 ly pet 1od o'. o.U1pol1t1c~I his· 

' . ' · ' ' tor.v, established a pr1nc1ple "orthy of llllltat1on 111 all 
(all Whrgs). I futu.re time.' forbidding the existence of Slavery in free 

THE WILMOT PROVISO ternto ry ; 'therefore, 
· · Resolved, 'J'hat in any Territory, that may be ac-

Texas having been annexed dming the sum- quir.ec! :rom lllexico, ove.1· which sh~ll be establishe~ 
mer of 1 S.J5 iu pursuance of the J. oint resolu· territorial governments, 8lavery, or 1~\·oluntary serv1· 
. ' . . tude, except as a pumshment fot· cnme, whereof the 

ti on of the two Houses of Congre~s, a portion party shall have been duly convicted, shall be forever 
of the United States Arm:», under Gen. Taylor, prohibited; and that in any act or resolut!o_n establish
was, early in the spring of 1846, moved down mg.such government!, a fundamental prov1s10n oug~t to 
t ti t b k f th R . G d d l N t be mserted to th2.t euect. o rn eas an - o e io ran e e or e, . 
claimed b.Y Texas as her western bouudary, but Mr .. R. ~rodhead, of Penn., I?oved that t~1s 
not so regarded by .ltlexico. A hostile collision resolut10n he on the table. Carr1ed: Yeas, 100; 

ensued, resulting in war between the United Na]y~, 93· ll f Sl S 
States and Mexico. eas-a the members _ r?m ave tates, 

It was early thereafter dee~ed advisable that b~t John W. _Houston (Vi big), of Delaware, 
a consiuerable sum should be placed by Con- with the follo_wrng from I< ree States (all Demo· 
gress at the Presiuent's disposal to negotiate an crats but Levrn) : 
advantageous Treaty of Peace and Limits with MAINE.-Asa W. H. Clapp, Franklin Clark, Jas. S. 
l M · G Wiley, Hezekiah Williams-4. 

tie exican overnment. A message to this NEw-YoHK.-Ausburn Birdsall, David s. Jackson, 
effect was submitted by Presiuent Polk to Con- Frederick w. Lord, William n. l\Iaclay-4. 
gress, August 8th, J 846, anu a bill in acCOI'd· PENKSYLVANJA.-Richard Brodhead, Charles Brown, 

· l · · 1 "' b.41.' l II Ll!!Wis 0. L MJin, .Tob Man-4. ance wit 1 Its suggestions a1u · ~1ore tie ouse, OHio.-\Yilliam Kennon, jr., John K. Miller, Thomas 
which proceded to consider the subject iu Com· Richey, William Sawyer-4. 
mittee of the ·whole. '.l'he bill appropl'iating lKDlANA.-Charles W. Cathcart, Thomas J. Henley, 
c:-30 000 f · J' · · · · l John Pettit, John L. Robinson, William W. Wick-5. 
'"' , or immec 1ate use m negot1at1ons wit 1 lLLrnms.-Ot'lando B. Ficklin, John A. J\IcClernand, 
:Mexico, and placing 82,000,0CIU more at the William A. mcbardson, Robert Smith, Thomas J. 
disposal of the Presiuent, to be employed in Turner-5. · 
making peace, )lr. David Wilmot, of Pa., after Nays-all the Whigs and a large majoI'ity of 
consultation with other K orthern Democrats, the Democrats from Free States, with John W. 
offered the following Proviso, in addition tG the Houston aforesaid. 
first section of the bill : This vote terminated all direct action iu 

Provided, That as an express and fundamental con· favor of the \Vilmot Proviso for that Session. 
dition to the acquisition of any territory from the Repub- July 1Sth.-In Senate, lllr. Clayton, of Del., 
lie of Mexico by the United States, by virtue of any tr•~aty from the Select Committee to which was re· 
which nu1y be negotiated between them, and to the use 
by the Executive of ihe moneys herein appropl'iated, ferred, on the 12th in1't., the bill providing a ter· 
neither Slanry nor involuntary servitude shall eve r cxbt ritorial government for Oregon, reported a bill 
in any pan of said 'l'err it ory, except for cri111e, whereof to establish Territorial irovernments for Ore

0
o-on, 

the party shall be fir;t duly convicted. ., 
X ew Mexico, and California, which was read. 

This proviso was carried in Committee, by the (It proposed to submit all questions as to tlic 
strong vote of eighty-three to sixty-four-only l'ightful existence or extent of Slavery in the 
three Members (Democrats) from the Free· Territories to the decision of the Supreme Court 
States, it was saiu, opposing it. (Xo r eco rd is of the United States.) 
made of individun,l votes in Com111ittce of the J l •>4 tl S d d' Mr·. Bald,.,1•11 , n y, _ i.- econ rea mg. ,, 
Whole.) 'l'he bill was then reported to the of Conn., moved to strike out so much of saiu 
House, and J\lr. l\athbun, of N. Y., moved the bill as relates to California and Kew Mexico. 
previous question on its engros~men t. Rejected : Yeas, l 7 (Northern Free Soil men of 

Mr. Tibbatts, of Ky., moved that it do lie on both parties); Nays, 37. 
the table. Defeated-Yeas, 79 ; (Stephen A. The bill was discussed through several suc· 
Douglas, John A. MeClernand, John Pettit, ceeding days. On the 26th, l\lr. Clarke, of R. 
and Robert C. Schenck, voting with the South I., moved to adu to the 6th section: 
to lay on the table;) :Nays 93; ( IIenry Grider 
and \Villia.m P. Thomasson, of Ky. (Whigs) 
voting with the North against it. 

The bill was then engrossed for its third 
reading by Yeas 85, Nays, SO; and thus passed 
without Jurther division. A motion to recon· 
sider was !ttid on the table-Yeas, 71 ; :Nays, 8:3. 
So the bill was passed and sent to the Senate, 
where Mr. Dixon II. Lewis, of Alabama, mO\'Cd 
that the l'rovi~o above cited be Rtricken out; 
on which debate arose, and Mr. John Davis of 
Mass., was speaking when, at noon of August 
10th, the 1ime fix ed for adjournment having 
arrived, both Ilouscs a.djourncu without Jay. 

The XXXth Congress assC'mbled Dec. 6, 1847. 
Feb. 28th 1848, Mr. Putnam of New-York 

movcu the follolYing: 
Wherea8, In the settlement of the difficulties pending 

between thi; country and Mexico, territory may be ac· 
quired in which SlaYery does not now exist. 

Provided, however, '.!.'hat no law, regulation, or act 
of the provisional government of said 'l'erritory permit· 
ting Slavery or involuntary servitude therein shall be 
valid, until the same shall be approved by Congress." 

R ejected: Yeas, 19 [Col. Benton, and 18 
K orthcrn Frecsoilcrs of both parties] ; Nays, 33. 

Mr. Rcverdy J obnson, of .Md., moved to 
a menu the bill by insening: 

Except only, that in all cases of title to slaves, the 
said writs of error or appeals shall be allowed and de
cid"!d by the said Supreme Court without regard to the 
value of the matter, property, or title in controversy ; 
and except, al;;o, that a writ of error or appeal shall 
also be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States from the decision of the said Supreme Court cre
ated by this act or of any judge thereof, or of the dis· 
trict Courts cre'ated by this act, or of any judge upon· 
any writ of habeas corpus involving the question of per· 
sonal freedom. 

Carried; Yeas, 31 (all sorts); Nays, 19 (all 
Southern, but Bright, Dickinson, and Ilannegan). 

Mr. B,tlthlin, of Connect.icut, moveu an addi
tional section, as follows: 
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Sec. 37 . .And be it further enacted, That it shall be I So Mr. Clayton's project of Compromise was 
the duty of the atto:neys for said 'l'erritor.ies" respec- defeated. 
tively, 011 the complamt of any per;;on held m mvolun-

1 

Th t · f th C rr SS openerl 
tary servitude therein, to make application in his be- e nex se~s1on O e s~me on;" re . 
half in due form of law, to the court next thereafter to under very different auspices. 'lhe Mexican 
be holden in said 'l'erritory, for a writ of habeas corpus, \Var had been terminated so that none could 
~o be d.irected to th.e person so holding such applicant lon"er be deterred from vo'tin(J' for Slavery Ex-
m service as aforesaid, and to pursue all needful mea- q "' . 
snres in his behalf; and if the decision of such court shall clus1on by a fear that the prosecution of hos
be .adve1:se to the applica~ion, or if, on the.return of the tilities would thert:by be embarrassed. General 
wnt, reilef shall be demed t.0 the .applt?ant" on th.e Taylor had been elected President receivin" 
ground that he is a slave held m servitude m said Tern- .J h C "' 
tory said attorney shall cause an appeal to be taken the votes of Delaware, Maryland, 1\ ort aro-
ther~from, and the .record of all the proceedings in the lina, Georgia, Kentucky, 'fennessce, Louisiana, 
cas.e to be transmitte.d to the Supreme Co~rt of ~he and Florida-a moiety of the Slave States-over 
Umted States as speedily as may be, and to give notice G C th d t f Sl 
thereof to the Attorney General of the United States, en. ass, now e avowe opponen o a very 
who shall prosecute the same before said Court, who Restriction. Many of the Northern Democrats 
shall proceed to bear and determine the same at the considered themseives absolved by this vote from 
first term the~·eof. _ . all extra-constitutio~al obligations to the South, 

Yeas, lo (all ]\ orthern, except Benton), and voted accordingly. 
Na~'s, :n. . . . IJec. 13.-Mr. J. M. Root, of Ohio, offered 

Mr. Davis, of Mass., moved to stnke out sec- the followin". 
ti on 1 :2, aud insert as follows: Resolved, T~1~t the Committee on TerritoTies be in-

Sec. 12 . .And be it .further· enacted, That so much structed to report to this House, with as little delay as 
of the sixth section of the ordinance of the 13th July, practicable, a bill or bills providing a Territorial Govern-
1787, as is contained in the following words; viz. ''!'here ment for each of the Territories of New l\Iexico and Cali
shall be neither Slavery nor \nvoluntary servitude in the fornia, and excluding Slavery therefrom. 
said Territory, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con
victed,' shall be and remain iu force in the Territory of 
Oregon. 

This was defeated; Yeas, 21 ; Nays, 33. 
The bill was then engrossed for a third read

ing; Yeas, 33; Nays, 22; as follows: 
Yeas-For Clayton's Compromise: 

Messrs. Atchison, 
Atherton. 
Benton, 
Berrien, 
Borland, 
Breese, 
Bright, 
Butler, 
Calhoun, 
Clayton, 
Davis, l\Iiss. 
Dickinson, 
Douglas, 
Downs, 
l•'oote, 
Hannegan, 

Yulee-33. 

Houston, 
Hunter, 
Johnson, l\Id. 
Johnson, La. 
Johnson, Ga. 
J(ing, 
Lewis, 
l\Iangum, 
Masor:, 
Phelps, 
Ru3k, 
Sebastian, 
Spruance, 
Sturgeon, 
1'urnev 
Westcott, 

Nays-Against Clayton's bill: 
Messrs. Allen, Felch, 

Badger, Fitzgerald, 
Baldwin, Greene, 
Bell, Hale, 
Bradbury, Hamlin, 
Clarke, Metcalf. 
Corwin, Miller, 
Davis, l\Iass. Niles, 
Dayton, Underwood, 
Dix, Upham, 
Dodge, Walker-22. 

So t~e bill was engrossed, and immediately 
p:i.ssed without a division. 

July 28th.-This bill reached the Ilouse, and 
was taken up and read twice. 

Mr. A.. H. Stephens, of Ga., moved that the 
bill do lie on the table. Yeas and Nays orderd, 
and the motion prevailed: Yeas, 112; Nays, 
97. 

Yeas, all the Free State Whigs, with 8 Whigs 
from Slave States; 20 Democrats from Free 
States. 

Nays-21 Democrats from Free States, with 
'76 Democrats and Whigs from Slave States. 

Mr. Pollock, of Pa., moved that this vote be 
.reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
do lie on the table ; which prevailed: Yeas, 
113; Nays, 96, 

A. call of the House was had, and the previous 
question ordered. 

Mr. ·w. P. Hall, of Mo., mo>ed tlmt tbe same 
do lie on the table. Lost: Yeas, SO; ~a.ys, 106. 

The resolve then passed: Y cas, lOS; X ays, 
SO, viz.: 

Yeas-All the Whigs from Free States, and all the De
mocrats, but those noted as Nays below, including the fol
lowing, who had voted against the same principle at the 
former session : 

llLHNE.-Asa W. H. Clapp, James S. Vi'iley-2. 
NEw-YORK.-Frederick W. Lord-1. 
Omo.-Thomas llichey-1. 
lNDUNA.-Charles v,-. Cathcart, Thomas J. Henley, John 

L. Hobinson, Y>Uliam W. \Yick-4. 
lLLINOIS.-Hobert Smith-1. 
Messrs. Clark and II. \Yilliams, of l\Iaine, Birdsall and 

l\Iaclay, of New-York, Brodhead and i\Iann, of Pa., Pettit, 
of Ind., Ficklin and l\IcC!elland, of Ill., who voted with 
the So;ith at the forr>;ier session-now failed to vote. · 

ll!'r. Jackson, of N. Y, who then voted with the South, 
had been succeeded by l\Ir. H. Greeley, who voted with the 
North. 

Nays-All the Members voting from the Slave Statos, 
with the following from the Free States: 

Nmv-YORK.-llenry C. l\Iurphy-1. 
PEN~SYLVANIA.-Charles Brown, Charles .J. Ingersoll-2. 
Omo.-William Kennon, jun., John K. l\Iiller, Willia:n 

Sawyer-3. 
lLLINOIS.-W-illiam A. Richardson-1. 
Iow..1..-Shepherd Leiller-1. 

Total Navs from Free States-8. 
Mr. Robinson, of Ind., moved a reconsidera

tion of this vote, which motion (Dec. lS), on 
motion of Mr. Wentworth, of Ill., was laid on 
the table: Yeas, 105; Nays, 83. 

The Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill 
having passed the House in the usual form, came 
up to the Senate, where it was debated several 
days. 

·.Feb. 2lst.-Mr. Walker, of Wisc., moved an 
amendment, extending all the laws of the United 
States, so far as applicable, to the Territories 
acquired from Mexico. 

Mr. Bell, of Tenn., moved to add further sec
tions organizing the State of California, to be 
admitted into the Union on the 1st of October 
next. This was rejected: Yeas, 4 (Bell , Dodge 
of Iowa, Douglas, Davis); Nays, 39. 

Feb. 26th.-1Ir. Dayton, of N. J., moved that 
the President be vested with power to provide 
a suitable temporary government for the Ter
ritories. Rejected: Yeas, 8; Nays, 47. 
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The question recurred on Mr.Walker's amend
ment, which was carried: Yeas, 29; Nays, 
27. 

The bill being returned to the House, thus 
amended, this amendment was (March 2d) voted 
down: Yeas, 101; Nays, 115-as follows: 

Yeas-all the members from the Slave 
States, with the following from the Free States, 
VlZ.: 

l\I.4INE-Hezekiah Williams-1. 
NEW-YORK-Ausburn Birdsall-1. 
PENNSYLVANIA-Samuel A. Bridges, Richard Brod-

head, Charles Brown, Charles J. Ingersoll, Lewis 0. 
Levin-5. 

Omo-William Kennon, jr., William Sawyer-2. 
ILLINOis-O rlando B. Ficklin, John A. JIIcClernand, 

William A. Hichardson-3. 
IOWA-Shepherd Leiller-1. 

Total, thirteen from Free States; eighty-eight 
from Slave States. (Only two from Slave States 
absent or silent.) 

Nays-all the Whigs from Free States, and all 
the Democrats from Free States, except those 
named above. 

So the Ilouse refused to concur in thiR amend
ment, and the bill was returned to the Senate 
accordingly. 

The Senate resolved to insist on itfl amend
ment, and ask a conference, which wail granted, 
but resulted in nothing. Messrs. Atherton, of 
N. H., Dickinson, of N. Y., and Berrien, of Ga., 
were managers on the part of the Senate, and 
insisted on its amendment, organizing the Ter
ritories without restriction as to Slavery. 
Messrs. Vinton, of Ohio, Nicoll, of N. Y., and 
Morehead, of Ky., were appointed on the part 
of the llouse. These, after a long sitting, re
ported their inability to agree, and were dis
charged. 

The bill being now returned to the House, Mr. 
~IcClern<uH1, of Ill., moved that the llouse do 
recede from its disagreement. Carried: Yeas, 
111; Nays, 106. 

Mr. R. W. 'l'hompson, of Ind., moved that the 
House concur with the Senate, with an amend
ment, which was a substitute, extending the 
laws of the United States over said Territories, 
but leaving them unorganized,-

And that, until the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, unless Congress shall sooner provide for the 
government of said 'l'erritories, the ewisting laws there
of shall be retained atid observed. 

The question being reached on amending the 
Senate's proposition as proposed by Mr. Thomp
son, it was carried: Yeas, 111; Nays, 105. 

(All the Southern members in the negative, 
with Levin and a few of the Northern Demo
crats; the residue, with all the Northern Whigs, 
in the affirmative.) 

The House now proceeded to agree to the 
Senate's amendment, as amended: Yeas, 110; 
Nays, 103, (the same as before; the friends of 
the Senate's proposition voting against it, as 
amended, and vice versa, on the understanding 
that Mr. Thompson's amendment would exclude 
Slavery.) 

The bill as thus amended being returned to 
the Senate, it refused to agree to the House's 
amendment and receded from its own proposi
tion; so th

1

e bill was passed and the session 
closed, with no provision for the government of 
the newly-acquired Territories. 

OREGON. 

Aug. 6, 1846.-Mr. Douglas, from the Com
mittee on Territories, reported to the Ilouse a 
bill organiziug the Territory of Oregon. 

Said bill was discussed in Committee of the 
Whole, and the following amendment agreed to: 

And neither Slavery, nor involuntary servitude shall 
ever exist in said 'l'erritory, except for crime whereof 
the pmty shall have been duly convicted. 

On coming out of Committee, this amend
ment was agreed to-Yeas, 108; Nays, 44. (The 
Nays are all Southern, but Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Orlando B. Ficklin, and possibly one or two 
others; and all Democrats, but some half a 
dozen from the South, of whom Robert Toombs 
has since turned Democrat.) Stephen A. Doug
las did not vote. The bill passed the House 
without further opposition, was read twice in 
the Senate, and referred; and Mr. 'Vestcott, of 
Florida, made a report thereon from the Com
mittee on Territories; but the session closed 
without further action on the bill. 

This Congress reassembled, Dec. 7th, 1846. 
On the 23d, Mr. Douglas again reported his 
bill to provide a Territorial government for 
Oregon, which was read twice and committed: 
Jan. 11th, 1847, was discussed in Committee, 
as also on the 12th and 14th, when it was 
resolved, to close the debate. On the lfith, it 
was taken out of Committee, when Gen. Burt, 
of S. C., moved the following addition (already 
moved, debated, and voted down in Committee) 
to the clause forbidding Slavery in said Terri
tory: 

Inasmuch as the whole of said Territory lies north of 
thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, known 
as the line of the Missouri Compromise. 

The purpose of this is clear enough. It waR 
intended to recognize the Missouri line, not as 
limited to the Territories possessed by the United 
States at the time said line was established, 
but as extending to all that has since been, or 
hereafLer should be, acquired, so as to legalize 
Slavp,ry in any Territory henceforth to be 
acquired by us south of 360 30'. 

Mr. Burt's amendment was negatived: Yeas, 
82; Nays, 114. 

Tim vote was very nearly sectional ; but the 
following members from Free States voted in 
the minority : 
P~NNSYLVANIA-Charles J. Ingersoll-1. 
ILLINOIS-Stephen A. Dougl:!s, Robt. Smith-2. 
IowA-C. S. Hastings-1. In all, 5. 

No member from a Slave State voted in 
the majority. The bill then passed: Yeas, 134; 
Kays, 35, (all Southern). 

Jan. 15.-The bill reached the Senate, and 
was sent to the Judiciary Committee, consisting 
of 
Messrs. Ashley, Ark. Berrien, Ga. Westcott, Fla. 

Breese, Ill. Dayton, N. J. 

Jan. 25.-Mr. Ashley rep~rted the Oregon 
bill with amendments, which were ordered to 
be printed. 

29.-Said bill, on motion of Mr. Westcott, 
was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee. 

Feb 10.-Mr. Ashley again reported it with 
amendments. 

March 3.-It was taken up as in Committee 
of the Whole, when Mr. Evans, of Maine, moved 
that it be laid on the table. Defeated: Yeas, 
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19, (all Whigs but Calhoun, of S. C., and Yulee 
of Florida); Nays, 26, {24 Dem., with Corwin 
of Ohio, and Johnson of Louisiana.) 

Mr.Westcott, of Fla., immediately moved that 
the bill do lie on the table, which prevailed: 
Yeas, 26; Kays, 18 (a mixed vote, evidently 
governed by various motives); but the nega
tives were all Democrats, but Corwin and John
son aforesai<l. This being the last day of the 
session, it was evident that the bill, if opposed, 
as it was certain to be, could not get through, 
and it was, doubtless, in behalf of other press
ing business that many Senators voted to lay 
this aside. It was, of course, dead for the ses
sion. 

Dec. 6, 1847.-The XXXth Congress assem
bled; Robert C. Winthrop (Whig) of Mass. was 
chosen Speaker of the House. President Polk, 
in his .Annual Message, regretted that Oregon 
had not already been organized, and urged the 
necessity of action on the subj ect. 

Feb. 9.-Mr. Caleb B. Smith, of Indiana, re
ported to the House a bill to establish the terri
torial government of Oregon; which, by a vote 
of two-thirds, was made a special order for 
March 14th. It was postponed, however, to 
the 28th; when it was taken up and discussed, 
as on one or two subsequent days. May 29th, 
it was again made a. special order next after the 
.Appropriation bills. The President that day 
sent a special message, urging action on this 
subject. Jiily 25th, it was taken up in earnest; 
Mr. Wentworth, of Illinois, moving that debate 
on it in Committee cease at two o'clock this 
day. 

Mr. Geo. S. Houston, of .Ala., endeavored to 
put this motion on the table. Defeated: Yeas 
85 ; Nays 89, (nearly, but not fully, a sectional 
division). Mr. Geo. W. Jones, of Tenn., moved 
a reconsideration, which was carried: Yeas, 
100; Nays, 88; and the resolution laid on the 
table : Yeas, 96 ; Nays, 90. 

The bill continued to be discussed, and 
finally (Aug. 1) was got out of Committee; 
when Mr. C. B. Smith moved the Previous 
Question thereon, which was ordered. 

Aiig. 2.--The House came to a vote on an 
amendment made in Committee, whereby the 
following provision of the original bill was 
stricken out : 

That the inhabitants of said Territory shall be enti
tled to enjoy all and singular, the rights, privileges, and 
advantages granted and secured to the people of the 
Territory of the United States northwest of the river 
Ohio, by the articles of compact contained in the ordi
nance for the government of said 'l'erritory, passed the 
13th day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven; 
and shall be subject to all the conditions, and restric
tions, and prohibitions in said articles of compact im
posed upon the people of said territory, and-

The House refused to agree to this amend
ment: Yeas, 88; Nays, 114. 

The Members from the Free States who voted 
with the South to., strike out, were-

NEw YoRK.-Ausburn Birdsall-1. 
Os!O.-William Kennon, jun., John K. Miller-2. 
ILLINOIS.-Orlando B. Ficklin, John A. McClernand, 

William A. Richardson-3. 
INDIANA.-John L. llobinson, William W. Wick-2. 
Mr. John W. Houston of Delaware voted in the ma· 

jority. 

The bill was then passed: Yeas, 128; Nays, 
71. 

[This vote was almost completely sectional. 

Mr. Houston, of Delaware, voting in the majority 
as before: otherwise, membera from the Free 
States in the affirmative ; those from the Slave 
States in the negative. J 

Aug. 3.-This bill reached the Senate, when 
Mr. Badger, of N. C., moved its indefinite post
ponement: negatived, 47 to 1, (Yulee). It was 
then sent to the Committee on Territories. 

The Senate had had un<ler com•ideration, 
from time to time through the Ses1<ion, a bill 
of its own, reported by Mr. Doughts, which was 
finallv referred to a select Committee-}fr. Clav
ton, of Delaware, Chairman-and by said co~
mittee reported some days before the reception 
of the House bill. It was then dropped. 

Aiig. 5.-Mr. Douglas reported the House 
bill, with amendments, which were printed. 

A ·n,c;. 10. - After some days' debate, the 
Senate proceeded to vote. Mr. Foote, of Miss., 
moved that the bill do lie on the table. De
feated: Yeas, 15 (Southern); Nays, 36. 

On the question of agreeing to this amend
ment: 

Inasmuch as the said Territ ory is north of thirty-six 
deg. thirty min., usually known as the [Line of the] Mis
souri Compromise. 

It was rejected: Yeas, 2 (Bright and Dou-
glas); Nays, 52. . 

Mr. Douglas moved to amend the bill, by in
serting after the word " enacted : " 

That the line of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes of north latitude, known as the Missouri Com
promise line, as defined in the eighth section of an act 
entitled, "An Act to authorize the people of the Missouri 
Territory to form a Constitutional and State Govern
ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union. 
on an equal footing with the original States, and to pro
hibit Slavery in certain Territories, approved March 6th, 
1820," be, and the same is hereby, declared to ext.end to 
the Pacific Ocean; and the said eighth section, together 
with the compromise therein effected, is hereby revived, 
and declared to be in full force and binding, for the 
future organization of the Territories of the United 
States in the rnme sense, and with the same understand
ing with which it was originally adopted ; and-

Wbich was carried: Yeas, 33; Kays, 21 ; as fol
lows: 

Yeas-For recognizing the Missouri line as 
rightfully extending to the Pacific: 
Messrs. Atchison, Hannegan, 

Badger, Houston, 
Bell, Hunter, 
Benton, Johnson of Md., 
Berrien, J ohnson of La., 
Borland, Johnson of Ga., 
Bright, King-, 
Butler, Lewis, 
Calhoun, lllangum, 
Cameron, Mason, 
Davis of Miss., Metcalf, 
Dickinson, Pearce, 
Douglas, Sebastian, 
Downs, Spruance, 
Fitzgerald, Sturgeon, 
Foote of Miss., Turney, 

Underwood-33. 

Nays-Against recognizing said line: 
Messrs. Allen, Dodge, 

Atherton, Fekh, 
Baldwin, Grnene, 
Bradbury, Hale, 
Breese, Hamlin, 
Clarke, M\ller, 
Corwin, Niles, 
Davis of Mass., Phelps, 
Dayton, Upham, 
Dix, Walker, 

Webster-21. 

The bill was then engrossed for a third read
ing: Yeas, 33; Nays, 22; (nearly the same as 
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before-Westcott of Florida added to the 
Nays-and thus passed). 

Ang. 11.-The bill, thus amended, having 
been returned to the House, the amendment 
of Mr. Douglas, just recited, was rejected: 
Yeas, 82; Nays, Hl. 

Yeas from Free States : 
NEW YoRI;:.-Ausburn Birdsall-1. 
PENXSYLVANl.A .. 7 -Charles Brown, Charles J. Ingersoll-2. 
Total-3. 

Otherwise, from Sia ve States, all Yeas: from 
Free States, all Nays. 

A1~g. 12.-The Senate, after voting down 
various propositions to lay on the table, etc., 
finallv deciJed to recede from its amendments to 
the Oregon bill, and p11ss it as it came from the 
House: Yeas, 29; Nays, 25 (all from Slave 
States). 

So the bill became a law, and Oregon a Terri
tory, under the original Jefferson or Dane Pro
viso against Slavery. 

THE COMPROMISE OF 1850. 
The XXXIst Congress commenced its first 

Session at Washington, Dec. 3, 1849 ; but the 
House was unable to organize-no person re
ceiving a majority of all the votes for Speaker 
-until the 22nd, when, the Plurality rule hav
ing been adopted by a vote of 113 to 106, Mr. 
Howell Cobb, of Ga., was elected, having 102 
votes to 100 for Robert C. Winthrop of Mass., 
and 20 scattering. It was thereupon resolved 
-Yeas, 149; Nays, 35-" That Howell Cobb be 
declared duly elected Speaker;" and on the 
24th President Zachary Taylor transmitted to
both llouses his first Annual Message, in the 
course of which he says : 

No civil government having been provided by Con
gress for California, the people of that 'l'erritory, im
pelled by the necessities of their political condition. 
recently met in Convention, for the purpose of forming 
a Con,titution and SLate Government; which, the latest 
advices give me reason to suppose, has been accom
plished; and it is believed they will shortly apply for the 
admission of California into the Union, as a Sovereign 
State. Should such be the case, and should thei1· consti
tution be conformable to the requisition,; of the Consti
tution of the United States, I recommond their applica
tion to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

The people of New-Mexico will also, it is believed, 
at no very distant period, present themselves for admis
sion into the Union . Preparntory to the admission of 
California and New-1\fexico, the people of each will have 
instituted for themselves a republican form of govern
ment, htying its foundation in snch pl'incipl~s, and 
org!i1izing its power in such form·, as to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 

By awaiting their . action, all uneasiness may be 
avoider\ and confidence and kind feeling preserved. 
With a view of maintaining the harmony and tranquillity 
so dear to all, we should abstain from the introduction of 
those exciting topics of a sectional character which have 
hithe1 to prnduced painful apprehensions in the public 
mind ; and I repeat the solemn warning of the first and 
most illustrious of my predecessors, against furnishing 
any ground for characterizing parties by geographical 
discriminations. 

Jan. 4.-Gen. Sam. Houston, of Texas, sub
mitteu to the Senate the following proposition : 

Whereas The Congress of the United States, possess
ing only a clelegated authority, have no power over the 
subject of Negro Slavery within the limits of the United 

. States either to prnhibit or inter~ere with it, in the States, 
'l'errit~l'ies or District, where, by n.unicipal law, it now 
exists, or to establish it in any 8tate or '£erritory where 
it docs not. exist; but, as an assurance and guaranty to 
promote harmony, quiet apprehe1.1s~on an? re~ove. sec
tional prejudice, which by poss1b1l1ty might impair or 
weaken hive J.nd devotion to the Union in any part of 
the country, it is hereby 

Resowed, That, as the people in Territories have the 
same inherent rights of self-government as the people in 
the States, if in the exercise of such inh6,'?nt rights the peo
ple in the newly-acquired Territories, by tne Annexation 
of Texas and the acquisition of California and X ew-;"llexi
co, south of the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of 
north latitude, extending to the Pacific Ocean, shall estab
lish Negro Slavery in the formation of their state govern
ments, it shall be deemed no objection to their admission 
as a State or States into the Union, in accordance with 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Jan. 21.-Gen. Taylor, in answer to a resolu
tion of inquiry, sent a message to the House, 
stating that he had urged the formation of 
State Governments in California and New
Mexico. 

Feb. 13, 1850.-Gen. Taylor communicated 
to Congress the Co11stitution (free) of the State 
of California. 

Jan. 29, 1850.-Mr. Henry Clay, of Kentucky, 
submitted to the Senate the following pro
positions, with others, which were made a special 
order and printed: 

1. Resowed, That California, with suitable boun
daries, ought, upon her application, to be admitted as 
one of the States of this Union, without the imposition by 
Congress of any restriction in respect to the exclusion or 
introduction of Slavery within those boundaries. 

2. Resolved, That as Slavery does not exist by la"·, 
and is not likely to be introduced into any of the tetri
tory acquired by the United States from the Republic of 
Mexico, it is inexpedient for Congress to prov-ide by Jaw 
either for its introduction into, or exclusion from, any 
part of the said Territory ; and that appropriate terri
torial governments ought to be established by Congress, 
in all the said Territory, not assigned as within the boun
daries of the proposed State of California, without the 
adoption of any restriction or condition on the subject of 
Slavery. 

5. Reso/!t,ed, That it is inexpedient to abolish Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, whilst that institution con
tinues to exist in the State of Maryland, without the con
sent of that State, without the consent of the people of 
the District, and without just compensation to the 
owners of slaves within the District. 

6. Bnt Resowed, 'l'hat it is expedient to prohibit, with
in the District, the slave-trade in slaves brought into i~ 
from States or places beyond the limits of the District, 
either to be sold therein as merchandise, or to be 
transported to other markets without the District of 
Columbia. 

7. Resowed, That more effectual provision ought to be 
made by law, according to the requirement of the Con
st.itution, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound 
to service or labor in any State, who may escape into any 
other State or Territory in the Union. And, 

8. Resolved, 'l'hat Congress has no power to prohibit or 
obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding
States, but that !be admission or exclusion of slaves 
brought from one mto another of them, depends exclu
sively upon their own particular laws. 

Feb. 28.-'Jfr. John Bell, of Tennessee, sub
mitted to the Senate the following proposi
tions: 

lVhereas, Considerations of the highest interest to the 
whole country demand that the existing and increasing 
dissensions between the North and the South, on the 
subject of Slavery, should be speedily arrested, and that 
the questions in controversy be adjusted upon some basin 
which shall tend to give present quiet, repress sectional 
animosities, remove, as far as possible, the c:.rnses of 
future discord and secure the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of those ben~fits and advantages which the Union was 
intended to confer in equal measure upon all its mem
bers· 

.A1~d 1ohe1·eas It is manifest, under present circum
stance; that no ~djustment r.an be etrectcd of t11e points 
of dirre'rence unhappily existing between the Northern 
and Southern sections of the Union, connected with the 
subject of Sin.very, which shall secure to either section all 
that is contended for, and that mutual concessions upon 
questions of mere policy, not involving the Yiolation of 
any constitutional right nr principle, mnst be the basis of 
every project affording any assurance of a favornble ac
ceptance; 

And, whereas, The joint resolution for annexing 
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Texas to the United States, approved March 1, 18-15,_con- instructed to report a bill in conformity with the spiri~ 
tains the followin" condition and guaranty-th:i-t is to and principles of the foregoing resolutions. 
say: "New States "or convenient size, not exceedrng four A debate of unusual duration, earnestness, 
~n number in aduition to said ::itate of 'l'exas, and hav- and ability ensued, mainly on hlr. Cla3"s Rcso-
rng suftici~nt population, way hereafter, by the consent . . . 
of said State be formed out of the tenitory thei eof, lutious. They were regarded by uncom prorrus
which shall be entitled to admission under the pron- in CT champions whether of Kortheru or of South
sions or the .Federal Constitution ; and such. States. as 0 

. , b ' ' ·. ll f tl 1 tt . . _ 
m<1y be formed out of that portion of said 'l'erntory lymg I ern. vie" s, ut e_specrn y o 1e . a e'., as con 
south of th irty-six degrees _thirty_ minutes north latitude, cediug substantm!ly the matter lil dispute to 
commonly known as tlte llllssoun Compromise ltne, shall the othel' side. 'l hus 
be admitted into the Union "'.ith or i~ithout Slaver:\'.,_ a~ January ~rnth.-.ll;. Clay having re::td and 
tlle people of each State, askrng admission may desne, . . . . . . 
and in such State or States as shall be formed out of briefl,r commented on his propositions, seriatvn, 
said territory uorth of said Jl~issouri Compromise _line, he desired that they should be held over '· ith
Sl<1.very, or involuntary servitude (except for cnme), out debate to rriye time for consideration antl 
sh<1ll be prohibited:" Therefore, ' . b 1' ' d 

1. Re~olved 'l'hat the obligation to comply with the made a special order for Monday or ues ay 
condition and' o-uaranty above recited in gooJ. faith be followin"'. But this was not assented to. 
distinctly recog~1zed, and that, in part compliance with Mr F~ote of Mississippi spoke arrainst them 
the same as soon <1S the people of 'l'exas shall, by an act · ' > o 
of their l~"'islature sio-nify their assent by restricting the generally, saymg: 
limits the~ eof, withi; the 'l'e~Titory lying east of the If I understand the resolutions properly, they are ob
'l'nnity anll south of the Red River, and when the people jectionable as it seems to me, 
of the resi Ltue of the territory claimed by 'l'exa_s adopt a 1. Becau~e they only assert that it is not empedient 
constitution, republican in form, they be admitted rnt_o that Congress should abolish Slavery in the District of 
Unbn. upon an equal footing in all respects with the on- 1 Columbia.; thus allowing the implicatioi;i to adse that 
ginal States. Congress has power to legislate on thesub;ect ot ::ilavery 

:l. Re~vtved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the in the District, which may hereafter be exercised, if it 
United States will accept, a cession of all the unappro- 1 should become expedient to do so· whereas, I hold that 
pri<1.ted domain in all the '.1.'erritory claimed by 'l'ex<1.s, ly- Con" ress has under the Constitutlon no such powei· <1.t 
iug west of the Colorado and ~xtending north ~o the all, ';;.nd that any attempt thus to l~gislate would be a 
forty-second parallel of north latitude, toge_ther with the gross fraud upon all the ::itates of the t..:"nion. 
jurisdiction and sovereignty of all the terntory claimed J 2. The Resolutions of the honorable Senator assert 
by '.l.'exas, north of the thirty-fourth parallel o_f north I that Slavery does not now exist by Jaw in the 'l'erritories 
latitude, and to pay therefor a s~1m not. exceeding -- recently acquired from Jllexico; whereas, I am _of 
ruil!ion~ of dollars, to be apphec.l m the firs_t. ?lace to the I opinion t~at ~he tre'.LtY wit~ the ~Iexic8:n republic can;ied 
extmgu1shment of any p_ornon of the existuig pu_bhc the Const1tut10n, with alt its guarantie8, to all t.he 'Ier
debt of '.l.'exas, for the discharge .of 1yt11ch the U111ted ritory obtained by treaty, <1.nd secured the privilege to 
States are under any obligation, implied or othennse, every Southern slaveholder to enter any part of it, at
and the renrninder as Texas shall requ!re. . tended by his slave-property, <1.nd to enjoy the same 

3. Re.w {ved, 'l'hat when the populati?n of that portion therein, free from all molestation or hindrance wlrntso
of the 'l'erritory claimed by 'l'exas, lymg south of the ever. 
thirty-fourth parallel of north lati~ude and weat o_f the 3. Whether Slavery is or is not likely to be introduced 
Colorado, shall be equal to the rat10 of representation Ill into these Territories, or into any of them, is a propooi
Cono-ress under the 1<1.st precedmg apportionment, ac- 1 tion t uo uncertain iu my judvment, to be at present 
cording to the provisions of tl;e Uonstitution, and tlte positively affirmed ; and 1 i~m unwilling to mak.: a 
people of such l'erritory shall, with ~he assent o_t the new solemn l.egislative declaration on the pomt. L d t/11?, 
State contemplated in _the_ precedwg resolut10n, h<1Ye jutu.re p1·ovide the appropriate sut iition of thi& inte
adopted a St<t.te Const1tut10n, republtcan m form, they resting que.,tion. 
be admitted into the Union as a ::itate, upon an equ<t.l 4. Considering, as I have several times heretofore fo:·-
footing witl1 the original Stat~s. . mally declared, the title of 'l'exas to all tlte 'l 'erritory 
Re~olved 'l'hat all the 'l'erntory now claimed by Texas, embraced in her boundaries as lai<'I down in her law of 

lyin" north 'of ti1e thirty-fourth parallel of north latitude, 1836 full complete anc.l u~deuiable I am unwilling to 
and

0

w!tich may be ceded to th~ United SLates bJ'. Texas, say ~nyti'iing, by re~olution or other~ise, which may in 
be incorporated with the l'erntory of New-)Iexico, ex- the least degree draw that title into question, as I think 
cept such part thereof as lies east of the l{io Grande and is done in one of the resolutions of the honorable Sena
south of the thirty-fourth degree of north latitude, and tor from Kentucky. . . . . . . . 
that the Territory so com1JOsell form a St<1.te, tQ be <t.d- 6. As to the abolition of the slruve-t1•ade in the District 
mitted into the Union when the inhabitants thereM sh<t.ll of Columbia, I see no particular objection to it, provided 
adopt a State Constitution, _republican 111 _form, with the it is done in a delicate and judicious manner, anll is not 
con;enL of Con«reas · but m the mean time, and until a concession to the menaces and demands of factiouists 
Con,...resa shall g~ve s~ch consent, provision be made for and fanatics. If other questions can be adju~ted this 
the government of the inhabi~ants of said 'l'e1:rit_ory suit- one will, perhaps, occasion but little difficulty. ' 
able to their condition, but without any restnction as to 7. The resolutions which provide for the restoration of 
Slavery. fugitives from labor or service, and for the establishment 

5. Re.solved That all the Territory ceded to the of territorial governments free from all restricti04J on 
United States' by the Treaty of Guadaloupe IIillalgo, the subject of Slavery ha~e my hearty approval. The 
lying west of ~a i d 'l'erritory of New llI_exico, and east of last resolution-which hsserts that Congress has no power 
the contemplated new State of Califorma, for the present, to prohibit the trade in slaves from State to State-I 
constitute one 'l'erritory, and for which some form of equally approve. 
government suitable to the condition of the inhabitants S. lf all other questions connected with the subject of 
be providell, without any restri~tioi;i as to Slavery. Slavery can be satisfactorily adj.,sted, I see no objec-

6. Resolved, That the Constitution recently formed tion to admitting all California above the line of 36 
by the people of the western port!on of California, aml degrees 30, minutes, into the Unio~; provider!. wzotlier 
presented to Congress by the President, on the 13th day new Stave t)tute Cltn be laid o.fl within the p1·esent 
of l<'~brnary, 1850, be ac~epted, and that they be a_dmit- limit~ of Texu~, so as to keep th<! present equipon?-e1·
ted into the Union as a State, upon an equal footmg rn ance. between the Slave and Free ::>tates of the Umon: 
all respects with the original States. I and provided further, all this is done by way of com-

Rewived '.!.'hat in future, the formation of State Con- p1·omiM and in 01·de1• to save the Union, las c.lear to 
stitutions, b'y the 'inhabitants of the Territories of the me as to' any man living.) 
Un ted States be reo-ulated by law; and that no such M -..r f v · . . f . 
Co~stitution be here~fter formed or. adopted by th~ in- . r. ru.ason, . o 1rgi~ta, a ter ex_pressrng 
habitants of any Territory belongmg to the Umted his deep an.:ucty to · go with h1111 who 
States, without the consent and authority of Congress. went furthest but within the limits of strict 

s. Re8ut,;ed, 'l'hat the inhabitants of any 'l'erritory of d · d' : · er h, b· d"lt . . , " 
the United States, when they shall be authorized by Con- uty, In a J Ll:>tlllo t ese un appy l er enee:;, 
gresa to form a State Constitution, shall have the sole addetl : 
and exclusive power to regulate and adjust all que;tions Sir, so far as I have read these resolutions, there is 
of internal State policy, of whatever nature t~ey may be, but one proposition to which I c<1n give a hearty asoent, 
controlled only by the restrictions expressly imposed by and that is the resolution which proposes to organize 
the Const itution of the United States. 'l'erritorial governments at once in these 'l'erritork;, 

9 . .H.e.wlved, '!'hat the Committee on Territories be without a declaration one way or the other as to tht:i1· 
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domestic institutions. But there is another which I 
deeply regret to see introduced into this Senate, by a 
Senator from a slaveholding State; it is that which 
assumes that. Slavery does not now exist by law in those 
countries. I understand one of these propositions to 
declare that, by law, Slavery is now abolished in New
Mexico and California. 'l'lrnt was the very proposition 
advanced by the non-slaveholding States at the last 
session; combated and disproveu, as I thought, by gen
tlemen from the slaveholding States and which the 
Compromise bill was framed to test. So far, I regarded 
the question of law as uisposed of, and it was very 
clearly and satisfact°'ily shown to be against the spirit 
of the resolution of the Senator from Kentucky. If the 
contrary is true, I presume the Senator from Kentucky 
woutd declare that if a law is now valid in the Territories 
abolishing Slavery, that it could not be introduced there, 
even if a law was passed creating the institution, or re
pealing the statutes already existing; a doctrine never 
a;sented to, so far as I know, unt;l now, by any Senator 
representing one of the slaveholding States. Sir, I hold 
the very opposite, and with such confidence, that at the 
last session I was willing and did vote for a bill to test 
this question in the Supreme Court. Yet this resolution 
assumes the other doctrine to be true, and our assent is 
challenged to it as a proposition of law. 

.Mr. Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, obj ectei. 
specially to so much of Mr. Clay':-; propositions 
ail relates to the boundary of Texas, to the 
~lave-trade in the Federal district, and to Mr. 
Cl<ty's avowal in his speech that he did not 
believe Slavery ever would or could be estab
lt~11ed in any p<trt of the TerriLOries acquired 
from Mexico. He contiuucd : 

But, sir, we are called upon to receive this as a 
measure of compromise ! As a measure in which we of 
the minority are to receive nothing. A measure of com
promise ! I look upon it as but a modest mode of taking 
that, the claim to which has been more boldly asserted 
by others ; and, that I may be understood upon this 
question, and that my position may go forth to the 
country in the same columns that convey the sentiments 
of the ;:lenator from Kentucky, I here assert, that never 
will I take less than the ,\lis;ouri Compromise line ex
tended to the Pacific Ocean, with the specific recognition 
of the right to hold slave,; in the 'l'erl'itory below that 
lini,; and that, before such 'l'erntories are admitted into 
the Union as States, slaves may be taken there from any 
of the United States at the opt.ion of the owners. I can 
never consent to give additional power to a majority to 
commit further aggression; upon the minority in this 
Uuion; anu will never consent to any proposition which 
will have such a tendency, without a full guaranty or 
counteracting measure is connected with it. 

:\Ir. Clay, in reply, said : 
I am extremely sorry to hear the Senator from Mis

s1s;ippi say that he requires, first, the extension of the 
Missouri Compromise line to the Pacific; and also that 
he is not satisfied with that, but requires, if I understood 
him correctly, a positive provision for the admission of 
Slavery south of that line. And now, sir, coming from a 
Slave ;:ltate, as I do, I owe it to myself, I owe it to truth 
I 011·e it to the subject, to state that no earthly powe;. 
coulu induce me to vote for a specific measure for the 
introduction of Slavery where it had not before existed, 
either south or north of that line. Coming as I do from 
a ;:,Jave State, it is my solemn, deliberate, anu well-ma
tureu determination that no power-no earthly power
shall compel me to vote for the positive introduction of 
l::ilarnry either south or north of that line. Sir, while you 
reproach, and justly, too, our British ancestors for the 
introduction of this institution upon the Contineut of 
America, I am, for one, unwilling that the posterity of 
the present inhabitants of California and New-Mexico 
shall reproach us for doing just what we reproach Great 
liritain for doing to us. If the citizens of those 'l'erri
tor.es choose to establish Slavery, I am for aclniitting 
them with such provisions in their Constiturions · but 
then, it will be their own work, anu not ours, and 'their 
posterity will have to reproach them, and not us, for 
forming Constitutions allowing the institution of Slavery 
to exist among them. These are my views, sir, anu I 
choose to express them; anu I care not how extensively 
a.nd universally they are known. The honorable Sena
tor from Virginia has expresseu his opinion that Slavery 
exists in these Territories, and I have no doubt that 
opinion is sincerely and hone;tly ent.ertained by him; 
anu I would sa.v with equal si1>cer,ty and honesty, that I 
believe that ::ilavery nowhert! exi,;ts withia any portion 

of the Territory acquired by us from Mexico. He holdB 
a directly contrary opinion to mine, as he has a perfect 
right to do ; and we will not quarrel about that differ
ence of opinion. 

~fr. William R. King, of Alabama, was in
ciined to look with Lll'or on .i\fr. Clay·s pro
po:>itions, and assc11ted w some of them; but 
be objected to the mode in which California had 
formed what is called a State Constitution. He 
preferred the good old way of first organizing 
Territories, and so training up their people "for 
the exercise and enjoyment of our institutions." 
Besides, he thought" there was not that kind 
of population there that j usLified the formation 
of a State Government." Ou the question of 
Slavery in tbe new Territories, he »aid: 

We ask no act of Congress-as has been properly intima
ted by the Senator from Mississippi-to carry Slavery any
where. Sir, I believe we have as much Constitutional power 
to prohibit Slavery from going into the 'l.'erritories of the 
United States, as we have to paos an act carrying Slavery 
there. We have no right to do either the one or the other . 
I would as soon vote for the \Yilruot l'roviso as I would 
vote for any law which required that Slavery shoulu go 
into any of the 'l.'erritories. 

Mr. Downs, of Louisiana, said: 
I must confess that, in the whole course of my life, my 

astonishment has never been greater than it was when I 
saw this (Mr. Clay's) proposition brought forward as a 
compromise ; and I rise now, sir, not for the purpose of 
discussing it at all, but to protest most solemnly against it. 
I consider this compromise as no compromise at all. What, 
sir, does it grant to the South? I can see nothing at all. 

Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, said: 
As I understand it, the Senator from Kentucky's whole 

proposition of compromise is nothing more than this : '!'hat 
California is already disposed of, having formed a State 
Constitution, and that '.l'erritorial Governments shall be 
organized for Deseret and l\ ew-l\Iexico, under which, by 
the operation of hiws already existing, a slaveholding 
population could not cany with them, or own slaves there. 
What is there in the nature of a compromise here, coupled, 
as it is, with the proposition that, by the existing laws in 
the Territories, it is almost certain that slavebolclers can
not, and have no right to, go there with their property? 
What is there in the nature of a compromise here? I am 
willing, however, to run the risks, and am ready to gh'e to 
the Territories the governments they require. 1 shall 
always tbink that, tmder a Constitution giving equal rights 
to all parties, the slaveholuing people, as such, can g·o to 
these 'l'erritories, and retain their property there. liut, if 
we adopt this proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, 
it is clearly on the basis th>et :Slavery shall not go there. 

Tbe debate having engrossed the attention 
of the Senate for neath two months-

.L1forvh 25.-Mr. Dcnwlas, from the Com
rni ttce on Territories, r~ported the following 
bills : 

Senate, 169.-A bill for the admission of California into 
the Union. ' 

Senate, 170.-A bill to cst:::.lllish the Territorial Gov
ernments of Utah and New-lllexico, and for other pur
poses. 

These bills were rea<l, and passed to a second 
reading. 

April 11.-:i'lfr. Douglas moved that Mr. Bell's 
resolves do lie on the table. Lost: Yeas, 26 ; 
N"ays, 28. 

April 15.-The discussion of Mr. Clay's reso
lutions still proceeding, Colonel Benton moved 
that the previous orders be postponed, and that 
the Senate now proceed to consider the bill (S. 
169) for the n,dmission of the State of Cali
fornia. 

Afr. Clay moved that this proposition do lie 
on the table. Carried : Yeas, 27 (for a Com
promise); Nays, 24 (for a settlement without 
compromise). 

The Senate now took up Mr. Bell's resolves, 
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aforesaid when :Mr. Benton moved that they I shall make no law establishing or prohibiting" 
lie on tli; table. Lost: Yeas, 24; Nays, 28. 

1 

Slav. ery in the new Territories, instead of "in 
Mr. Benton next moved that they be so respect to" it. Yeas, 27; N:1ys, 25. 

amended · as not to connect or mix up the ad- Mr. Seward moved to add at the end of the 
rniHsion of California with any other question. I 37th section : 
Lost: Yeas 23; Nays, 28. But neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude sliall be 

Various 'modifications of the generic idea allowed in either of ~he,'rerritori~s of New-Ucxico or Utah, 
11 t d d ll b 1 except on legal conv1ct10n for crime. 

were severa y vo e own, genera y y arge . . 
· ·t· Which was negatived; Yeas and Nays not maJOrt tes. . . 1_ 

On motion of Mr. Foote, of Miss., 1t was now ta ,en. . 

0 d d Th tth It. b 'tt db 111 B 11 July 17.-The Senate resum ed the considera-r ere a e reso u ions su m1 e y r. e or: . f' h "O . .11 ,, 
the 28th February touether with the resolutions submitted t10n o t e mm bus bt . 
on the 29th of Jadua1'.'y, by !lfr. Clay, be referred to a se- Mr. Benton· moved a change in the proposed 
lect Committee of thirteen; Provided, that _the Senate boundary between Texas and New-Mexico. Re
does not deem it necessary, and therefore declines, to ex- . · T • 
press in advance any opinion, or to give any instruction, jected : Yeas, 18 j N a1s, 36. 
either general or specific, for the guidance of the said Mr. Foote moved that the 34th parallel of 
Committee. north latitude be the northern boundary of 

April 19.-The Senate proceeded to elect by Texas throughout. Lost: Yeas, 20; Nays, 34. 
ballot such Select Committee, which was com- July 19.-Mr. King moved that the parallel 
posed as follows: of 35° 30' be the southern boundary of the 

Mr. Henry Clay, of Ky., Chairman. State of California. Rejected: Yeas, ~();Nays, 
Messrs. Dickinson, of N. Y. Cooper, of Pa. S7. 

Phelps, of Vt. Downs, of La. Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, moved 3130 30'. Re-Bell, of Tenn. King, of Ala. 
Cass, of l\Iich. Mangum, of N. C. j ected : Yeas, 23 ; Nays, 3 2. 
Webster, of Mass. Mason, of Va. July 23d.-Mr. Turney, of Tenn., moved that 
Berrien, of Ga. Bright, of Ind. the people of California be enabled to form a 

.lJfay 8.-:Mr. Clay, from said Committee, re- new Stat,e Constitution. Lost: Yeas, 19 ; 
ported at length, the views and recommenda- Navs, 33. 
tions of the report being substantially as fol- Mr. Jeff. Davis, of Mississippi, moved to add: 
lows: 

1. The admission of any new ·state or States formed out 
of Texas to be postponed until they shall hereafter pre
sent themselves to be received into the Union, when it will 
be the duty of Congress fairly and faithfully to execute 
the compact with Texas, by admitting s,uch new State or 
States. 

2. The admission forthwith of California into the Union, 
with the boundaries which she has proposed. 

3. The establishment of Territorial Governments, with
out the ·wilmot Proviso, for New-Mexico and Utah, em
bracing all the territory recently acquired by the United 
States from Mexico, not contained in the boundaries of 
California. 

4. The combination of these two last mentioned mea
sures in the same bill ; 

5. The establishment of the western and northern bound
aries of Texas, and the exclusion from her jurisdiction of 
all New-Mexico, with the grant to Texas of a pecuniary 
equivalent; and the section for that purpose to be incor
porated in tlie bill admitting California and establishing 
•rerritorial Governments for Utah and New-Mexico. 

6. More effectual enactments of law to secure the prompt 
delivery of persons bound to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, who escape into another State; 
and, 

7. Abstaining from abolishing Slavery; but, under ii, 
heavy penalty, prohibiting the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia. 

The Senate proceeded to debate from day to 
day the provisions of the principal bill thus re· 
ported, commonly termed "the Omnibus." 

June 28.-Mr, Soule, of Louisiana, moved 
that all south of 360 30' be cut off from Cali
fornia, and formed into a Territory entitled 
South California, and that said Territory 
"shall, when ready, able, and willing to become a State, 
and deserving to be such, be admitted with or without 
Slavery, as the people thereof shall desire, and make 
known through their Constitution." . 

This was rejected: Yeas, 19 (all 8outnern); 
Na~·s, 36. 

Jnly 10.-The discussion was interrupted by 
the death of President Taylor. Millard Fillmore 
succeeded to the Presidency, and William R. 
King, of Alabama, was chosen President of the 
Senate, pro ternpore. 

July 15.-'l'he bill was reported to the Senate 
and amended £0 as to substitute " that Congress 

And that all laws and usages existing in said Territory, 
at the date of its acquisit.ion by the United States, which 
deny or obstruct the right of any citizen of the United 
States to remove to, and reside in, said Territory, with any 
species of property legally held in any of the States of 
this Union, be, and are hereby declared to be, null and 
void. 

This wa>: r(0 jected: Yeas, 22; Nays, 33. 
Yeas-For Davis's amendment: 

Messrs. Atchison, Mo. King, Ala. 
Barnwell, S. C. Mangum, N. C. 
Bell, Tenn. Mason Va 
Berrien, Ga. Morta~, Fl~. 
Butler, S. C. Pratt, Md. 
Clemens, Ala. Rusk 'l'exas 
Davis, llJiss. Seba~tia~, A

0

rk. 
Dawson, Ga. Soule, La. 
Downs, La. 'l'urney, Tenn. 
Houston, 'l'exas. Underwood, Ky. 
Hunter, Va. Yulee, J<'la.-22. 

Nays-Against Davis's amendment: 
l\Iessrs. Badger, N. C. Foote, i\Iiss. 

Baldwin, Conn. Greene, R I. 
Benton, !110. Hale, N. l;I. 
Bradbury, Ille. Hamlin, llie. 
Bright, Ind. Jones, Iowa. 
Cass, Illich. l\Iiller, N. J. 
Chase, Ohio. Norris N H 
Clarke, R. I. Peare~, tiid. • 
Clay, Ky. Seward, N. Y. 
Cooper, Pa. Shields, Ill. 
Davis, l\Iass. Smith, Conn. 
Dayton, N. J. Spruance, Del. 
Dickinson, N. Y. Sturgeon, Pa. 
Dodge, Wisc. Upham, Yt. 
Dodge, Iowa. Wales, Del. 
Felch, l\Iich. Walker, Wise. 

'Whitcomb, lnd.-33. 
Aug. 10.-The California bill was now t<tkeu 

up. .Mr. Yulee, of Fla., moved a sub"titute, 
remanding California to a territorial couuition, 
and limiting her southern boundary. Hejected : 
Yeas, 12 (all Southern); Nays, 35. 

.Mr. Foote mcrvcd a like project, cutting off 
so much of California as lies south of H6 deg. 
30 min., and erecting it into the T1•1Titory of 
Colorado. Rejected: Yeas, 13 (ultra Southern); 
Nays, 29. 

.Lfog. 12.-Still another proposition to limit 
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California southwardly, by -the line of 36 deg. , Messrs. Baldwin, Conn., .Ewing, Ohio, 

30 min., wa8 made by Mr. Turney, and rejected: 
1 

~~~~~~0~~-,' ~ea~:1,'.~; ~.eY., 
Yea~, 20 (all Southern) ; Nays, 30. After de- Davis, Mass., Upham, Vt., 
feating Southern motions to adjourn, postpone, I Dodge, Wis., Winthrop, l\Iass. 

and lay on the table, the bill was engrossed for So all tbe bills originally included in Mr. 
a third reading: Yeas, 33 (all the Senators from Clays" Omnibus" were passed-two of them in 
Free States, 'rith Bell, Benton, Houston, Spru- the same bill-after the Senate bad once voted 
ance, ·wales and Underwood); Nays, 19 (all to sever them. 
from Slave States). Mr. Clay still absent, en
deavoring to restore bis failing health. 

.Ang. rn.-The California bill passed its third 
reading: Yea8, 34; Nays, 18 (all Southern). 

A ·itg. 14.-'l'he Senate now took up the bill or
ganizing the Territories of New Mexico and Utah 
(as it was originally reported, prior to its inclu
sion in Mr. Clay's "Omnibus"). 

:Mr. Chase, of Ohio, moved to amend the bill 
by inserting : 

Nor shall there be in said Territory either Slavery or 
involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment 
of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly con
victed to have been personally guilty. 

\'\'hich was rejected: Yeas, 20; Nays, 25. 
Th e bill was then reported complete, and 

passed to be engrossed. 
Att,q. 15.-Said bill had its third reading, 

and tvas finally passed : Yeas, 27 ; Nays, 10. 
[The Senate pruceeded to take up, consider, 

mature, and p<tSS the Fugitive Slave bill, and 
the bill exciuding the Slave-Trade from the 
District of Columbia; but the history of these 
is but remotely connected with ou~ theme]. 
We return to the Honse. 

Aug. 28.--The California bill was taken up, 
read twice, and committed. 

The Texas bill coming up, Mr. Inge, of Ala. 
_objected to it, and a vote was taken on its rejec
tion : Yea:;;, :l4.; Nays, 168 ; so it was not rejected. 

Mr. Boyd, of Ky., moved to amend it so as to 
create a11ci define thereby the Territories of 
New-lfexico and Utah, to be slavebolding or 
not as their people shall determine when they 
sha.11 come to form State governments. [In 
other words, to append the bill organizing the 
Territory of New Mexico to the Texas bill.] 

Sept 7.-The California bill now · came np. 
Mr.13o'td moved his amendment already moved 
to the i'exas bill. Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, declared 
it out of order. The Speaker again ruled it in 
order. Mr. Vinton appealed, and the House 
overruled the Speaker: Yeas (to sustain), 87; 
Nays, 115. 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, of Miss., moved to cut 
off from California all below 36° 30'. Rejected: 
Yeas, 76; Nitys, 131. 

The bill was now ordered to a third reading: 
Yeas, 151; Nays, 57, and then passed: Yeas, 
150; Na~'s, 56 (all Southern). 

The Senate bill organizing the Territory of 
Utah (without restriction as to Sia very) was 
then taken up, and rushed through the i:;ame 
day: Yeas, 97; Nays, 85. [The Nays were 
mainly Northern Free Soil men ; but Rome 
Southem men, for a different reason, voted 
with them]. 

Sept. 9.-The House having returned the 
T,,xas Boundary bill, with au amendment (Linn 
Boyd"s), including the bill organizing the 'l'er
ritory of New Mexico therein, the Senate 
proceeded to consider and agree to the same : 
Yea;;, 31; Nays, 101 namely: 

THE KANSAS-NEBRASKA. STRUGGLE • 

Out of the Louisiana Territory, since the ad
mission first of Louisiana and then of Missouri 
as Slave States, there had been formed the Ter
ritories of Arkansas, Iowa, and Minnesota; the 
first without, and the two others with, Cong""?,
sional inhibition of Slavery. Arkansas, iu .Jue 
course, became a Slave, Iowa and Minnesota 
Free States. The destiny of one tier of States, 
fronting upon, and west.ward of, the .Mississippi, 
was thus settled. What should be the fate of 
the next tier? 

The region lying immediately westwaril of 
Missouri, with much Territory north, as well as 
a more clearlv defined district south of it, was 
long since dedicated to the uses of the Aborigines 
-not merely those who had originally inhabited 
it, but the tribes from time to time removed 
from the States eastward of the Mississippi. 
Very little, if any, of it was legally open to 
settlement by Whites; and, with the exception 
of the few and small military and trading posts 
thinly scattered over its surface, it i:; probable 
that scarcelv two hundred white families were 
located in the spacious wilderness bounded by 
Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota on the east, the 
British possessions on the north, the crest of the 
Rocky Mountains on the west, and the settled 
portion of New-Mexico and the line of 360 30' 
ou the south, at the time when Mr. Dough'. 
tirst, at the session of 1852-3, submitted a bili 
organizing the Territory of Kcbraska, by which 
title the region above bounded had come to be 
vaguely indicated. 

This region was indisputably included within 
the scope of the exclusion of Slavel'y from all 
Federal Territory north of 350 30', to which the 
South bad assented by the terms of the Mis
~ouri compact, in order thereby to secure the 
admission of Missouri as a Sia ve State. Nor 
was it once intimated, during the long, earnest, 
and searching debate in the :Senate on the Com
promise Measures of 1850, that the adoption of 
those measures, whether together or separately, 
would involYe or imply a repeal of the Missouri 
Restriction. "\Ve have seen on a former page 
how Mr. Clay's original suggestion of a Compro
mise, which was substantially that ultimately 
adopted, was received by the Southern Senators 
who spoke on its introduction, with hardly a 
qualification, as a virtual surrender of all that 
the South had ever claimed with respect to the 
new Territories. And, from the beginning to 
the close of the Ion"" and able discussion which 
followed neither fri~nd nor foe of the Compro
mises, n~r of any of them, hinted ~h~t one 
rffect of their adoption would be the hfong of 
the Mi.ssouri restriction from the Tel'ritory now 
covered by it. When the Compromises of 1850 
were accepted in 1852 by the National Conven
tions :;>f the two great parties, as a settlement 
of thG distracting controversy therein ccmtem-
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plated, no hint was added that the Nebraska 
ref!ion was opened thereby to Slavery. 

Several petilions for the organization of a 
Territory westward of i\Iissouri and Iowa were 
presented at the session of 18151-2, but no de
cisive action taken thereon, until the next ses
sion, when, 

Dec. l3th.-Mr. W. P. Hall, of Mo., pursuant 
to notice, submitted to the Honse a bill to organ
ize the Territory of Platte, which was read 
twice, and sent to the Committee on Territories. 
From that Committee, 

Feb. 2cl, 1853.-Mr. W. A. Richardson, of Ill., 
reported a bill to organize the Territory of 
Nebraska, which was read twice and com
mitted. 

Feb. 9th.-The bill was ordered to be taken 
out of Committee, on motion of W. P. Hall. 

Feb. lOth.-The bill was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. Richardson moved the previous question, 
which prevailed. ' 

Mr. Letcher, of Va., moved that the bill do lie 
on the table. Lost: Yeas, 49 (mainly Sonthern); 
Na:vs, 107. 

The bill was then engrossed, read a third 
time, and passed. Yeas, 9::>; Nays, 43, (as 
before.) 

F'eb. llth.-The bill reached the Senate 
and was referred to the Committee on Terri
tories. 

Feb. 17th.-Mr. Douglas reported it without 
amendment. 

J1lrtrch 2d.-(Last day but one of the session), 
Mr. Douglas mornd that the bill be taken up: 
Lost: Yeas, 20; (all X orthern but Atchison and 
Geyer, of Mo. ;) Nays, 25; (21 Southern, 4 
Northern.) 

jjfarch 3rd.-l1r. Douglas again moved that 
the bill be taken np. 

Mr. Borland, of Ark., moved that it do lie on 
the table. Carried: Yeas, 23; (all Sontl1ern but 
4 ;) Nays, 17; (all Northern but Att.:ltison and 
Geyer.) So the bill was put to sleep for the 
session. 

On the motion to take up--Mr. Rusk of Texas 
objecting-Mr. Atchison said: 

I must ask the indulgence of the Senate to say one 
word in relation to this matter. Perhaps there is not a 
State in the Union more deeply interested in this ques
tion than the State of Missouri. If not the largest, I will 
say the best, portion of that Territory, perhaps the only 
portion of it that in half a century will become a State, 
lies immediately west of the State of l\Iissouri. It is 
only a question of time, whether we will orgauize the 
'.l'erritory at this session of Congress, or whether w,e will 
do it at the next session; and, for my own part, I 
acknowledge now that, as the Senator from Illinois well 
knows, when I came to this city, at the beginning of the 
last session, I was perhaps as much opposed to the pro
position, as the Senator from Texas now is. The Senator 
from Iowa knows it; and it was for reasons which I 
·will not now mention or suggest. nut, sir, I have 
from reflection and investigation in my own mind, and 
from the opinions of others-my constituents, whose 
opinions I am bound to respect-come to the conclusion 
that now is the time for the organization of this Terri
tory. It is the most propitious time. The treaties with 
the various Indian tribes, the titles to whose possessions 
must be extinguished, can better be made now than at 
any future time; for, as the question is agitated, and as 
it is understood, white men, speculators, will interpose, 
and interfere, and the longer it is postponed the more 
we will have to fear from them, and the more difficult it 
will be to extinguish the Indian title in that country, 
and the harder the terms to be imposed. Therefore, 
Mr. President, for this reason, without going into detail, 

I am willing now that the question shall be taken, 
whether we will proceed to the consideration of the bi:! 
or not. 

'l'lte meaning is here diplomaticrtlly veiled, 
yet is perfectly plain. Gen. Atchison had been 
averse to organizing this Territor.v until he 
could procure a relaxation of the Missouri Re
striction as to Slavery; but, seeing no present 
hope of this, he was willing to waive the point, 
and assen~ to an organization under a bill silent 

'with respect to Slavery, and of course leaving 
the Missouri Restriction unimpaired. 

Gen. Pierce was inaugurated President on the 
4th March, J 853. 

The XXXIIId Congress assembled at Wash
ington, Dec. 5th, 1853, with a large Adminis
tration majority in either House. Linn Boyd 
of Ky., was chosen Speaker of the House. 
The President's Annual Message contained the 
following allusion to the subject of Slavery : 

It. is no part of my purpose to give prominence to any 
subject which may properly be reg<tr<led as set at rest by 
the deliberate judgment of the people. IlL1t, while the 
present is bright with promise, and the future full of de
mand and inducements for the exercise of active intelli· 
gence, the past can never be without useful lessons of 
admonition and instruct.ion. If its clangers serve not as 
beacons, they will evidently fail to ful.fill the object of a 
wise design. When the grave shall have closed over all, 
who are now endeavoring to meet the obligations of duty, 
the year 1850 will be recurred to as a period filled with 
anxious apprehension. A successful war had just termi
nated. Pea<'e brought with it a vast augmentation of 
territory. Disturbiug questions arose, bearing upon the 
domestic institutions of one portion of ·the confederacy, 
anu involving the constitutional rights of the States. 
But, notwithstanding differences of opinion and sentiment 
which then existed in relation to details, and specific pro
vi sions, the acquiescence of distinguished citizens, whose 
devotion to the Union can never be doubted, has given 
renewed vigor to our institutions, and restored a sense of 
repose and security to the public mind throughout tbe 
co11federacy. That this repose is to SL1i'for no shock 
during my official term, if I have power to avert it, tho3e 
who placed me here may be assured. 

Dec. 15.-Mr. A. C. Dodge of Iowa submitted 
to the Senate a bill (No. 2:2) "To organize the 
Territory of Nebraska," which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Jan. 4.-Mr. Douglas, from saiJ Committee, 
reported S<1id bill witb amendments, which were 
printed. He said in his Report: 

The principal amendments which your committee 
deem it their duty to commend tot.he favorable action of 
the Senate, in a special report, are those in which the 
principles established by the Compromise Measures of 
1850, so far as they are applicable to territorial organiza
tions, are proposed to be affirmed, and carried into 
practical operation within the limits of the new Terri
tory. . • • 

With a view of conforming their action to what they 
r egard as the settled policy of the Government, sanc
tioned by the approving voice of the American People, 
your Committee have deemed it thei:· duty to incorporate 
and perpetuate, in their territorial bill, the priuciples and 
spirit of those measures. If any other con;i<leration 
were necessary to render the propriety of this course 
imperative upon the Committee, they may be fournl in 
the fact that the Nebraska country occupies the same 
relative position to the Slavery question, as did New 
l\Iexico and Utah, when those Territories were organized. 

It was a disputed point, whether Slavery was pro
hibited by law in the country acquired J'rum Mexico. 
On the one hand, it was contended, as a leg ti proposi
tion, that Slavery having been prohibited by the enact
ments of ~Iexico, according to the l<tws of nations, we 
received the country with all its local laws and domestic 
institutions attached to the soil, so far fl.S they did no' 
conflict with the Constitution of the United St<ttes; and 
that a law either protecting or prohibiting Sia very, was 
not repugnant to that instrument, as was evidenced by 
the fact that one-half of the States of the Union tolerated, 
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while the other half prohibited, the institution of Slavery. 
On the other hand, it was insisted that, by virtue of the 
Constitution of the United St.ates, every citizen had a 
right to remove to any Territory of the Union, and carry 
his property with him under the protection of law, 
whether that property consisted of persons or things. 
The difficulties arising from this diversity of opinion were 
greatly aggravated by the fact that there were many 
persons on both sides of the legal controversy, who were 
unwilling to abide the decision of the courts on the legal 
matters in dispute ; thus, among those who claimed thH.t 
the Mexican laws were still in force, and, consequently, 
that Slavery was already prohibited in those Territ.ories 
by valid en:;ctments, there we;:e many who insisted upon 
Congress making the matter certain, by enacting another 
prohibition. In like manner, some of those who argued 
that Mexican law had ceased to have any binding force, 
an'd that the Constitution tolerated and protected Slave 
property in those 'l'erritories, were unwilling to trust the 
decision of the courts upon the point, and insisted that. 
Congress should, by direct enactment, remove all leg:;! 
obstacles to the introduction of Slaves into those Territo
ries. • • • 

Your Committee deem it fortunate for the peace or 
the country, and the security of the Union, that the con
troversy then resulted in the adoption of the Compro
mise Measures, which the two great political partie~ 
with singular unanimity, have affirmed as a cardinal 
article of their faith, and proclaimed to the world as a 
final settlement of the controversy and an end of the 
agitation. A due respect, therefore, for the avowed 
opinions of Senators, as well as a proper sense of pa
triotic duty, enjoins upon your Committea the propriety 
and necessity of a strict adherence to the principles, and 
even a literal adoption of the enactments of that adjust
ment, in all their territorial bills, so far as the same are 
not locally inapplicable. These enactments embrace, 
among other things, less material to the matters under 
r,onsideration, the following provisions: 

When admitted as a State, the said Territory, or any 
portion of the same, shall be received into the Union, 
with or without Sli1very, as their constitution may pre
scribe at the time of their admission; 

That the legislative power and authority of snid Terri
tory shall be vested in the Governor and a Legislative 
Assembly. 

That the Legislative power of said Territory shall 
extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent 
with the Constitution of the United States, and the pro
visions of this act; but no law shall be passed interfering 
with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shitll be 
imposed upon the property of the United States; nor 
shall the lands or other property of non-residents be 
taxed higher than the lands or other property of resi
dents. 

Jan. 24.-The bill thus reported was con
sidered in Committee of the Whole and post
poned to Monday next, when it was made the 
order of the day. 

The bill was further considered Jan. 31st, 
Feb. 3d, Feb. 5th, and Feb. 6th, when an amend
ment reported by Mr. Douglas, declaring the 
Missouri Restriction on Slavery "inoperative 
and void," being under consideration, Mr. Chase, 
of Ohio, moved to strike out the assertion that 
said Restriction 
"was super,;eded by the principles of the legislation of 
1850, commonly called the Compromise Measures." 

This motion was defeated by Yeas, l 3; Nays, 
30. 

Peb. 15.-The bill having been discussed daily 
until now, Mr. Douglas moved to strike out of 
his amendment the words above. quoted (which 
the Senate had refused to strike out on Mr. 
Chase's motion,) and insert instead the fol
lowing: 

Which being inconsistent with the principle of Non-In
tervention by Congress with Slavery in the States and 
Territories, as recognized by the legislation of 1850, (com
monly called the Compromise Measures,) is hereby declared 
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and mean· 
ing of this act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or 
State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people 
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitu
tion of the United States-

6 

which prevailed-Yeas, 25; Nays, 10-as fol
lows: 

Yeas-For Douglas's new amendment: 
Messrs. Adams, Gwin, 

Atchison, Hunter, 
Bayard, Johnson, 
Bell, Jones, of Iowa, 
Benjamin, Jones, of Tenn., 
Brodhead, Mason, 
Brown, llI ort•m, 
Butler, Norris, 
Cass, Peurce, 
Clayton, Pettit, 
Dawson, Pratt, 
Dixon, Sebastian, 
Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 
Douglas, Stuart, 
Evans, Thompson, of Ky., 
Fitzpatrick, Toombs, 
Geyer, Weller, 

Williams-35. 

Nays-Against said amendment; 
~Iessrs. Allen, 

Chase, 
Dodge, of Wisc., 
Everett, 
:Fish, 

Foot, 
Houston, 
Seward, 
Sumner, 
Wade-10. 

[NOTE.-Prior to this move of Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dixon, 
(IVhig) of Kentucky, had moved lo insert a clause directly 
and plainly repealin,q the Missouri Restriction. Mr. DL"'<on 
thought if that was the object, (and he was in favor of it,) it 
should be approached in a direct and manly way. He was 
assailed for this in The Union newspaper next morning; but 
his suggestion was substantially adopted by Douglas, after 
a brief hesitation. Mr. Dixon's proposition, having been 
made in Committee, does not appear in the journal of the 
Senate, or it would here be given in terms.] 

The bill was further discussed daily until 
March 2nd, when the vote was taken on Mr. 
Chase's amendment, to add to Sec. 14 the fol
lowing words : 

Under which the people of the Teri·itory, throitgh 
their appropriate representatives, may, if they see 
fit, prohibit the erJ>istence of SlC11Very therein-
w h ich was rejected: Yeas, 10; Nays, 36, as. 
follows: 

Yeas-For Mr. Chase's amendment: 
Messrs. Chase, Hamlin, 

Dodge, of Wisc., Seward, 
Fessenden, Smith, 
Fish, Stunner, 
Foot, Wade-10, 

Nays-Against Chase's amendment: 
Messrs. Adams, Hunter, 

Atchison,. Johnson, 
Badger, Jones, of Io1va, 
Bell, Jones, of Tenn., 
Benjamin. ]\[a son, 
Brodhead, lllorton, 
Brown, Nori;is, 
Butler, Pettit, 
Clay, 1C. C. ', Pratt, 
Clayton, Rusk, 
Dawson, Sebastian, 
Dixon, Shields, 
Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 
Douglas, Stuart, 
Evans, Toucey, 
Fitzpatrick, Walker, 
Gwin, Weller, 
Houston, Williams-36. 

Mr. Badger, of N. C., moved to add to the 
aforesaid section : 

Provided, That nothing herein contained .~hall be 
constriied to 1·evive or put in fo1·re <tny law or regu,
lation wi'dch may have eroisted prior to the act of 6th 
of .JJiarch, 1820, either protecting, e11tablishing, pro-
hibiting, 01· abotishin(J SlC11Very. 

Carried: Yeas, 35; Nays, 6. 
Mr. Clayton now moved to strike out so much 

of said Douglas amendment as permits emigrants 
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from Europe, who shall have declared 
tention to become citizens, to vote. 
Yeas, 23 ; Nays, 21-as follows: 

their in-1 teen at the first, it will be fortunate if, among the ills and 

C 
· d accidents which surround us, we shall maintain that num

arrie : I ber to the end. 

Yeas-For Clayton's amendment : 

Messrs. Adams, 
Atchison, 
Badger, 
Bell, 
Benjamin, 
Brodhead, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Clay, 
Clayton, 
Dawson, 

Slidell-23. 

DL"'\:on, 
Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, 
Houston, 
Hunter, 
J ohnson, 
Jones, of Tenn., 
Mason, 
Morton, 
Pratt, 
Sebastian, 

Nays-Against Clayton's amendment: 
Messrs. Chase, Norris, 

Dodge, of Wisc., Pettit, 
Dodge, of Iowa, Seward, 
Dou 0fas Shields, 
Fess~nd~n, Smith, 
Fish, Stuart, 
Foot, Sumner, 
Gwin, Toucey, 
Hamlin, \Vade, 
J ones, of Iowa, Walker, 

Williams-21. 
Mr. Chase moved to amend, by providing for 

the appointmeut of three Commissioners resid
ing in the Territory to organize the Territory, 
divide it into election districts, notify an election 
on the first Monday in September then ensuing, 
etc, at which election the people should choose 
their own Governor, as well as a Territorial Legis
lature-the Governor to serve for two years, and 
the Legislature to meet not later than May, 1855. 

This extension of the principle of "Squatter 
Sovereignty" was defeated-Yeas, 10; Nays, 30. 

Mr. Douglas's amendment was then agreed to, 
and the bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole to the Senate. 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was 
now reached, and it was carried: Yeas, 29 ; 
Nays, 12. 

March 3.-The rule assigning Fridays for the 
considerntion of private bills having been sus
pended, on motion of Mr. Badger, the Senate 
proceeded to put the Nebraska-Kansas bill on 
its final passage, when a long and earnest de
bate ensued. At a late hour of the night Mr. 
Seward, of New York, addressed the Senate, in 
opposition to the bill, as follows : 

"\Ye are on the eve of the consummation of a great na
tional transaction-a transaction which will close a cycle 
in the history of our country-and it is impossible not to 
desire to pause a moment and survey the scene around 
us, and the prospect lJefore us. However obscure we may 
individually be, our connection with this great transaction 
will perpetuate our names for the praise or for the cen
sure of future ages, and perhaps in regions far remote. 
If, then, we had no other motive for our actions than but 
that of the honest desire for a just fame, we could not be 
indifferent to that scene and that prospect. But individual 
interests and ambition sink into insignificance in view of 
the interests of our country and of mankind. These inter· 
ests awaken, at least in me, an intense solicitude. 

It was said by some in the beginning, and it has been 
said by others later in this debate, that it was doubtful 
whether it would be the cause of Slavery or the cause of 
Freedom that would gain advantages from the passage of 
this bill. I do not find it necessary to be censorious, nor 
even unjust to others, in order that my own course may 
be approved. I am sure that the honorable Senator from 
Illinois [~Ir. Douglas] did not mean that the Slave States 
should gain an advantage over the Free States ; for he 
disclaimed it when he introduced the bill. I believe In all 
caftd or, that the honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
'foombs,] who comes out at the close of the battle as one 
of the chiefest leaders of the victorious party, is sincere in 
declaring his own opinion that the Slave States will gain 
no unjust advantage over the Free States, because he dis
claims it as a triumph in their behalf. ;\' otwithstanding 
all this, however, what has occurred here and in the 
country, during this contest, has compelled a conviction 
that Slavery will gain something, and Freedom will endure 
a severe, though I hope not an irretrievable, loss. The 
slaveholtling States are passive, quiet, and content, 
and satisfied with the prospective boon; and the Free 
States are excited and alarmed with fearful forebodings 
and apprehensions. The impatience for the speedy pas
sage of the bill, manifested by its fricncls, betrays a 
knowledge that this is the condition of public sentiment in 
the Free States. They thought in the beginning that it 
was necessary to guard the measure hy inoerting the 
Clayton amendment, which would exclucle unnaturalized 
foreign inhabitants of the 'ferritories from the right of 
suffrage. And now they seem willing, with almost perfect 
unanimity, to relinquish that safeguanl, rather than t.o 
delay the adoption of the principal measure for at most a 
year, perhaps for only a week or a clay. 8uppose that 
the Senate should adhere to that condition, which so lately 
was thought so wise and so important-what then Y The 
bill could only go back to the House of Representatives, 
which must either yield or insist! In the one case or in 
the other, a decision in favor of the bill would be secured; 
for even if t.he House should disagree, the Senate would 
have time to recede. But the majority will hazard no
thing, even on a prospect so certain as this. They will 
recede at once, wit.bout a moment's further struggle, from 
the condition, and thus secure the pas~age of this bill now, 
to-night. 'i\'hy such haste? Even if the question were to 
go to the country before a final decision here, what would 
there be wrong in that? There is no uian living who will 

MR. PRESIDENT: I rise with no purpose of further re- say that the country anticipated, or that he anticipated, 
sisting or even delaying the passage of this bill. Let its the agitation of this measure in Congress, when thi:; Con
advocates have only a little patience, and they will soon gress was elected, or even when it assemble<.! in Det:em
reach the object for which they have struggled so earnestly ber last. 
and so long. 'l'he sun has set for the last time upon the Under such circumstances, and in the midst of a!?'ita
guaranteed and certain liberties of all the unsettled and tion, and excitement, and debates, it is only fair to say, 
unorganized portions of the Ameri%n continent that lie that certainly the country has not deci<led in favor of t'1e 
within the jurisdiction of the United States. To-morrow's bill. The refusal, then, to let the que:;tion go to the conn
sun will rise in dim eclipse over them. How long that ob- try, is a conclusive proof that the Sbve States, as r epre
scuration shall l:i.st, is known only to the Power that di- sented here, expect from the passage of this bill what the 
rects and controls all human events. For myself, I know Free States insist that they will lose by it-an advantage, 
only this-that now no human power will prevent its com- a material advantage, and not a mere abstraction. There 
ing on, and that its passing off will be hastened and se- are men in the Slave States, as in the l<'ree States, who in
cured by others than those now here, and perhaps by only sist always too pertinaciously upon mere abstractions. But 
those belonging to future generations. that is not the polic;y of the Slave States to-day. They 

Sir, it would be almost factious to offer further resist- are in earnest in seeking for, and securing, an ob ect, and 
ance to this measure here. Indeed, successful resistance an important one. I believe they are going to have it. I 
was never expected to be made in this Hall. The Senate- do not know how long the advantage gained will last, nor 
floor is an old battle-ground, on which have been fought how great or comprehensivs it will be. JCvery Senator 
many contests, and always, at least since 1820, with fortune who agrees with me in opinion must feel as I do-that un
adverse to the cause of equal and universal freedom. >Ve der such circumstances he can forego nothing that can be 
were only a few here who engagerl in that cause in the done decently, with due respect to difference of opinion, 
beginning of this contest. All that we could hope to do and consistently with the constitutional an<.! settled rules 
-all that we did hope to do-was to organize and pre- of legislation, to place the true merits of the question be
pare the issue for the House of Representatives, to which fore the country. Questions sometimes occur which 3eem 
the country would look for its decision as authoritative, I to have two right sides. Such were the questions that di
and to awaken the country that it might be ready for the vided the English nation between Pitt and Fox-such the 
appeal which would be mil.de, whatever the decision of contest between the assailant and the defender of Quebec. 
Congress might be. We are no stronger now. Only four- The judgment of the world was suspended by its syrnpa-



THE KANSAS-NEBRASKA STRUGGLE. 83 

thics, and seemed ready to descend in favor of him who 
should be .most gallant in conduct. And so, when both 
fell with equal chivalry on the same field, the survivors 
united in raising a common monument to the glorious but 
rival memories of Wolfe and l\Iontcalm. But this contest 
involves a moral question. The Slave States so present it. 
They maintain that African Slavery is not erroneous, not 
unjust, not inconsistent with the advancing cause of hu
man nature. Since they so regard it, I do not expect to 
see statesmen representing those States indiiferent about 
a vindication of this system by the Congress of the United 
States. On the other hand, we of the Free States regard 
Slavery as erroneous, unjust, oppressive, and therefore 
absolutely inconsistent with the principles of the American 
Constitution and Government. Who will expect us to be 
indifferent to the decisions of the American people and 
of mankind on such an issue ? . . • • 

Sir, I am surprised at the pertinacity with which the 
honorable Senator from Delaware, mine ancient and hon
orable friend, (!\Ir. Clayton,] p o!rseveres in opposing the 
granting of the right of suffrage to the unnaturalized for
eigner in the Territories. Congress cannot deny him that 
right. Here is the third article of that convention by 
which Louisiana, including Kansas and Nebraska, was 
ceded to the United States : 

"The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incor
porated in the Union of the United States, and admitted 
as soon as possible, according to the principles of the Fede
ral Constitution, to the enjoyment of the rights, privileges, 
and immunities of the citizens of the United States; and 
in the meantime they shall be maintained and protected 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the 
religion they profess." 

The inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska are citizens 
already, and by force of this treaty must continue to be, 
and as such to enjoy the right of suffrage, whatever laws 
you make to the contrary. !11y opinions are well known, 
to wit: That Slavery is not only an evil, but a local one, 
injurious and ultimately pernicious to society, wherever it 
exists, and in conflict with the constitutional principles of 
society in this country. I am not willing to extend nor to 
permit the extension of that local evil into regions now 
free within our empire. I know that there are some who 
differ from me, and who regard the Constitution of the 
United States as an instrument which sanctions Slavery as 
well as Freedom. But if I could admit a proposition so in
congruous with the Jetter and spirit of the Federal Consti
tution, and the known sentiments of its illustrious found
ers, and so should conclude that Slavery was national, I 
must still cherish the opinion that it is an evil ; and 

' because it is a national one, I am the more firmly held and 
bound to prevent an increase of it, tending, as I Lhink it 
manifestly does, to the weakening and ultimate over
throw of the Constitution itself, and therefore to the 
injury of all mankind. I know there have been States 
which have endured long, and achieved much, which 
tolerated Slavery; but that was not the slavery of ca te, 
like African Slavery. Such Slavery tends to uemoralize 
equally the subjected race and the superior one. It has 
been the absence of such Slavery from Europe that has 
given her nations their superiority over other countries 
in that hemisphere. Slavery, wherever it exists, begets 
fear, and fear is the parent of weakness. What is the 
secret of that eternal, sleepless anxiety in the legislative 
halls, and even at the firesides of the Slave States, al
ways asking new stipulations, new compromises and 
abrogation of compromises, new assumptions of power 
and abnegations of power, but fear? It is the apprehen
sion, that, even if safe now, they will not always or long 
be secure against some invasion or some aggression from 
the Free States. Wbat is the secret of the humiliating 
part which proud olcl Spain is acting at this day, trem
bling between alarms of American intrusion into Cuba 
on one side, and British dictation on the other, but the 
fact that she bas cherished Slavery so Jong and still 
cherishes it, in the last of her American colonial posses
sions? Thus far Kansas and Nebraska are safe, under 
the laws of 1820, against the introduction of this element 
ot national debility and dedine. 'l.'he bill before us, as 
we are assured, contains a great principle, a glorious 
principle· and yet that principle, when fully ascertained, 
proves t~ be nothing less than the subversion of that 
security. not only within the 'l.'erritories of Kansas and 
Nebraska, but within all the other present and future 
Territories of the United States. Thus it is quite clear 
that it is not a principle alone that is involved, but that 
~hose who crowd this measure with so much zeal and ear
nestness must expect that either Freedom or Slavery 
shall gain something by it in those regions. The case, 
then, stands thus in Kansas and Nebraska: Fre-edom 
may Jose, but certainly can gain nothin~; while Slavery 
may gain, but as certainly can Jose nothrng. 

So far as I am concerned, the time for looking on the 

dark side has passed. I feel quite sure that Slavery at 
most can get nothing more than Kansas; while Nebras
ka-the wider northern region-will, under existing 
circumstances, escape, for the reason that its soil and 
climate are uncongenial with the staples of slave culture 
-rice, sugar, cotton, and tobacco. l\foreover, since the 
public attention has been so well and so effectually 
directed toward the subject., I cherish a hope that 
Slavery may be prevented even from gaining a foothold 
in Kansas. Congress only gives consent, but it does not 
and cannot introduce Slavery there. Slavery will be 
embarrassed by its own overgrasping spir;t. No one, I 
am sure, anticipates the possible reestablishment of the 
African Slave-trade. The tide of emigration to Kansas 
is therefore to be supplied there solely by the domestic 
fountain of slave production. But Slavery has also other 
regions besides Kansas to be fllled from that fountain. 
'l'here are all of New Mexico and all of Utah already 
within the United States; and then ,there is Cuba, that 
consumes slave labor and life as fast as any one of the 
slaveholding States can supply it; and besides these 
regions, there remains all of l\lexico down to the 
Isthmus. The stream of slave labor flowing from so 
small a fountain, and broken into several divergent 
channels will not cover so great a field; and it is rea
sonably to be hoped that the part of it nearest to the 
Nor th Pole will be the last to be inundaLed. Dut African 
slave emigration is to compete with free emigrntion of 
white men, and the sout'Ce of this latter tide is as ample 
as the civilization of the two entire continents. '!.'he 
honorable Senator from Delaware mentioned, as if it 
were a startling fact, that twenty thousand European 
immigrants arrived in New-York in one month. Sir, he 
has stated the fact with too much moderation. On my 
return to the capital a day or two ago, I met twelve 
thousand of these emigrants who had arrived in New
York on one morning, and who had thronged the 
churches on the following Sabbath, to return thanks for 
deliverance from the perils of the sea, and for their arrival 
in the land, not of Slavery but of Liberty. I also thank 
God for their escape, and for their coming. '!.'hey arc 
now on their way westward, and the news of the passage 
of this I.Jill, preceding them, will speed many of them 
toward Kansas and Nebraska. Such arrivals are not 
extraordinary-they occur almost every week; and the 
immigration from Germany, from Great Bri tain, and 
from Norway, and from Sweden, during the European 
war, will rise to six or seven hundred thousand souls in 
a year. And wil h this tide is to be mingled one rapidly 
swelling from Asia and from the islands of the South 
Seas. All the immigrants under tliis bill, as the House 
of Hep1·esentatives overruling you have ordered, will be 
good, Joyal, Liberty-loving, Slavery-fearing citizens. 
Come on, then, gentlemen of the Slave States. Since 
there is no escaping your challenge, I accept it in behalf 
of the cause of .Freedom. We will engage in competition 
for the virgin soil of Kansas, and God give the victory 
to the side which is stronger in numbers as it is in right.. 

'!.'here are, however, earnest advocates of th !s bill, who 
do not expect, and who, I suppose, do not desire, that 
Slavery shall gain possession of Nebraska. \\'hat do 
they expect to gain? 'l.'he honorable Senato1· from 
Indiana (Mr. Pettit) says that by thus obliterating the 
~lissouri Compromise restriction, they will gain a tub1ita 
rasa, on which the inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska 
may write whatever they will. '!'his is the great princi
ple of the bill, as he understands it. \Yell, what gain is 
there in that? You obliterate a Constitution of Free
dom. If they write a new constitution of freedom, can 
the new be better than the old? lf they write a Constitu
tion of Slavery, will it not be a worse one? I ask the 
honorable Senator that. But the honorable Senator says 
that the people of i'\ebraska will have the privilege of 
establishing institutions for themselves. They have now 
the privilege of establishing free institutions. Is it a pri
vilege, then, to establish Slavery? If so, what a mockery 
are all our Constitutions, which pre\·ent the inhabitants 
from capriciously subverting free institutions and estab
lishing institutions of Slavery ! Sir, it is a sophism, a sub
tlety, to talk of conferring upon a country, already secttre 
in the blessings of Freedom, the power of self-destruction. 

What mankind everywhere want, is not the removal 
of the Constitutions of Freedom which they have, that 
they may make at their pleasure Constitutions of davery 
or of Freedom, but the privilege of retaining Constitu
tions of Freedom when they already have them, and the 
removal of Constitutions of Havery when they have 
them that they may establish Constitutions of Freedom 
in th'eir place. We hold on tenaciously to all existing 
Constitutions of Freedom. Who denounces any man for 
diligently adhering to sui;h Constitutions? Who would 
dare to denounce any one for disloyalty to our existing 
Constitutions, if they were Constitutions of Despotism and 
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· · d b th t ti · ·nc"ple I St.itrs. It is a firm and stable ground, on which we. can bet-Slavery? But it is suppose Y some a us pn 1 tei· stand in opposition to fanaticism than on the sh1ftmg sands 
is less imporLant in regard to K~ns:is and N~braska than of compromi$.;. Let us be done with compromises. Let us 
as a general one-a general prmc1ple apphcable to all ' go back and stand upon the Con;tilution." 
other present and future 'l.'errit?ries of the Unitert State~. I stood upon this ground in 1850, defending Freedom 
Do h~no_rable Se~a~ors then mdeed suppose ~.hey are , upon it as lllr. Calhoun did in defending Slavery. I was 
estabhslnng a prmc1ple at al~? . If ~o, ~ t~nk the~ I overruled then, and I have waited since without propos
egregiously err, whether the prmciple is e.ith.ei g?od 0 in"' to abro"'ate any compromises. 
bad, right or wrong. They are not estabhsh1ng it, and '.l.t h:ts be~n no proposition of mine to abrogate them 
cannot establish it i~ this way. Yo~ s~bvert one law now; 'but the proposition has come from another quar
capriciously, by makmg another law m i,ts place. T?at ter-from an adverse one. It is about to prevail. 'l'he 
is all. .Will yo~r ~aw have any more weight, authority, shifting sands of compromise are passing from under my 
solemmty, or bmding force on future Congresses, than feet and they are now without agency of my own, tak· 
the first had? You abrogate the law of your I>redeces- ing hold again on the ;ock of the Constitution. It shall 
sors-others will have equal power a~d equal liberty to be no fault of mine if they do not remain firm. This 
abrogate yours. .You allow no b'.1-rners around the old seems to me auspicious of better days and wiser legisla· 
law, to protect it from abrogat10n. You ere~t none tion. Through all the darkness and gloom of the pre· 
around your new law, to stay the hand of future mnova- sent hour, bright stars are breaking, that inspire me with 
tors. · • · . • . . . hope, and excite me to perseverance. '.!.'hey show that 

Sir, .in saylilg. th~t your new prmcip~e will n?t be the day ot compromises has past forever, and that hence
estabhshed by this bill, I reason from obv10us, cleai •well forward all great questions between Freedom and 
settled princiJ?l~s of human natui:e. Sl~very and Freed?m Slavery legitimately coming here-and none other can 
are antagomst1cal ~lements m t~is .country. 'Ihe come-shall be decided, as they ought to be, upon their 
founders of the <?onst1tutt0n frame.d it with '.1 knowledge merits, by a fair exercise of legislative power, and not by 
of that antagomsm, and suffered it to contmue, that. it bar"'ains of equivocal prudence if not of doubtful 
might work out its own ends. There is a commercial mo;'ality ' 
anta"'onism an irreconcilable one, between the systems • . . 
of ft~e lab~r and slave labor. '!.'hey have been at war .Mr. Douglas closed the debate, re1trratmg 
with each other ever since the Government was estab- and enforcincr the views set forth in his Report 
lished, and that war is to continue forever.. :rhe contest, already refer~ed to . and at last the vote was 
when it ripens between these two antagomst1c elements, d b"tt' d y 

3
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is to be settled somewhere; it is to be settled in the seat taken, an the I passe : eas, j ays, 
of central power, in the Federal Legislature. The Con- 14 · as follows : 
atitution makes it the duty of the central Government to ' 
determine questions, as often as they shall arise, in favor Yeas-For the Kansas-Nebraska bill: 
of one or the other party, and refers the decision of Messrs. Adams, Hunter, 
them to the majority of the vat.es in the two Houses of AtchL~on, Johnson, 
Con"'ress. It will come back here, then, in spite of all Badger, Jones, of Iowa, 
the ~!forts to escape from it. Bayard, Jones, of Tenn., 

'l'his antagonism must end either in a separation of the Benjamin, l\lason, 
antagonistic parties-the Slaveholding Srntes and the Brodhead, l\lorton, 
l!' ree l:ltates-or, secondly, in the complete establishment Brown, Norris, 
of the influence of the l:llave power over the l!'ree-or Butler, Pettit, 
else, on the other hand, in the establishment of the Cass, Pratt, 
superior influence of l!'reedom over the interests of Clay, of Ala., Rusk, 
Slavery. It will not be terminated by a voluntary seces- Dawson, Seba>tian, 
sion of either party. Commercial interests bind the Dixon, Shields, 
Sia ve ~tates and the Free States together in link~ of gold Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 
that are riveted with iron, and they cannot be broken by Douglas, Stuart 
passion or by ambition. Either party will submit to the Evans, 'l'hompson, of Ky. 
ascendency of the other, rather than yield the commer· Fitzpatrick, 'l.'homson, of N. J,, 
cial advantages of this Union. Political ties bind the Geyer, 'l.'oucey, 
Union together-a common necessity, and not merely Gwin, Weller 
a common necessity, but the common interests of \Villiams-37. ' 
empire-of such empire as the world has never before . b"l 
seen. 'l'he control of the national power is the control .Nays-Agamst the said 1 l: 
of the great Western Continent; and the control of this Messrs. Bell, Houston, 
continent is to be, in a very few years, the controlling in· Chase, James, 
fluence in the world. Who is there, North, that hates Dodge, of Wisc., Seward, 
Slavery so much, or who, South, that hates emancipa· Fessenden, Smith, 
tion so intensely, that he can attempt, with any hope of Fish, Sumner, 
success, to break a Union thus forged and welded to- Foot, 'Vade, 
geUier 'I I have always heard, with equal pity and dis- Hamlin, Walker-14 .. 
gust, threats of disunion in the Free States, and similar So the bill was passed, and its title declared threats in the Slaveholding States. I know that men 
may rave in the heat of passion, and under great politi· to be ".A.n .A.ct to organize the 'l'erritories of 
cal excitement; but I know that when it comes to a ques- Nebraska and Kansas," and the Senate ad-
tion ~hether this Union shall st.and, either.with Fr~edo~ · n dove to the Tuesday followin"' 
or with Slavery, the masses Will uphold it, and it will JOUr e r . . o· . 
·tand until some inherent vice in its Constitution, not yet I In the House, a bill to orgamze the Territory 
\isclosed.' ~hall cause its dissolution. Now, entertai?ing of Nebraska had been noticed on the first day 
l;lese opm10ns, there are for. me only two alternatives, of the session by Mr. John G. Miller of Mo. 
nz. : either to let Slavery gam unlimited sway, or so to . ' . ' ' 
exert what little power and influence I may have, as to who mtroduced It December 22d. 
secure, if I can, the ultimate predominance of Free- Jan. 24th.-Mr. Giddings gave notice of a 
doo:i. · . bill to orcranize said Territory. Sir, I h.ave always said that I should not despond, 0 M p ,· l . T y d . , d 
even if tins fearful measure should be effected: nor do I Jan. 30.- r. ung e, of N. ., en eavo1 c 
no1v .deopond. .Although, reasoning from my pres~nt to have the bill passed at the last session (leav
conv1ct10ns, I should not ~ave voted fo~ ~he compromise iucr the Missouri Restriction intact) reported by 
of 1::>20, I have labored, m the ve1·y sp1nt of those who o . . . ' 
establbhed it to save the landmark of Freedom which it the Committee on Territories; but debate arose, 
assigned. I have not spoken irreverently even of tbe and his resolution lay over. 
compromise of 1850,. ~hich, as ~11 men know, I opposed Jan. 31.-Mr. RicbardF>on of Ill. chairman 
earne;Lly and with diligence. Nevertheless, I have al- f l C · 'l' ! : ' d 
ways preferred the compromises of the Constitution, and o. tie omm1~tee on e~nt~r1es, re~orte a 
have wanted no others. I feared all others. '.!.'his was a bill "To orgamze the Territories of Nebraska. 
leading principle of the great statesman of the South, and Kansas " which was read twice and com-
(Mr. Calhoun). Said he: mitted. ' 

"I see my way in the Constitution; I cannot in a com- M • b"ll b · 11 M 
promise. AcompromiseisbutanactofCongress. Itmaybe r. Richardson S l was SU stantia y r. 
overruled at any time. ltgives us no security. Hut the Uonsll- Douglas's last bill, and was accompanied by no 
tu1ion is stable. It is a rock on which WP. can stand, and on h f I 
which we can meet our friends from lho non·slaveholding report. Mr. Englis , 0 nd., submitted the 
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views of a minority of said Committee on.Ter- j Finally, at 11} o'clock, P.M., of Friday, 12th, 
ritories, proposing, without argument, the two I after a continuous sitting of thirty-six: hours, 
following amendments: the House, on motion of Mr. Richardson, ad-

1. .A.mend the section defining the boundary I journed. 
of Kansas, so as to make "the summit of the jjfay 13th.-The Ilouse sat but two hours, 
Rocky Mountains" the western boundary of and effected nothing. 
said Territory. .May 15th.-Mr. Richardson withdrew his de-

2. Strike out of the 14th and 34th sections of mand for the Previous Question on closing the 
said bill all after the words "United States," debate, and moved instead that the debate 
and insert in each instance (the one relating to close at noon on Friday the 19th instant. This 
Kansas, and the other to X ebraska) as fol- be finally modified by substituting Saturday the 
lows: ~0th; and in this shape his motion prevailed by 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so con- a two-thirds majority-Yeas, 137; Nays, 66-
strued as to prevent the people of said Territory, through the following opponents of the bill voting for 
the properly constituted legislative authority, from pass- the motion, namely: 
ing such laws, in relation to the institution of Slavery, as 
they may deem best adapted to their locality, and most 
conducive to their happiness and welfare; and so much 
of any existing act of Congress as may conflict with the 
above right of the people to regulate their dom estic 
institutions in their own way, be, and the same is here
by, repealed. 

This appears to have been an attempt to give 
practical effect to the doctrine of Squatter 
Sovereignty; but it was not successful. 

Jiay Slh.-On motion of lllr. Richardson, the 
House-Yeas, 109; ,Nays, SS-resolved itself 
into a Committee of the vVhole, and took up 
the bill (House No. 236) to organize the Terri
tories of Nebraska and Kansas, and discussed it 
-Mr. Olds, of Ohio, in the chair. 

On coming out of Committee, Mr. George 'V. 
Jones, of Tenn., moved that the rules be sus
pended so as to enable him to move the print
ing of Senate bill (No. 22, passed the Senate as 
aforesaid) and the amendment now pendiug to 
the Ilouse bill. No quorum voted-adjourned. 

.flfay 9th.-This motion prevailed. After de
bate in Committee on the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
the Committee found itself without a quorum, 
and thereupon rose and reported the fact to the 
House-only 106 Members were found to be 
present. After several fruitless attempts to ad
journ, a call was ordered and a quorum ob
tained, at 9 P.M. ..A.t 10, an adjournment pre
vailed. 

jJfay lOth.-Debate in Committee continued. 
.J.lfay llth.-Mr. Richardson moved that all 

debate in Committee close to·morrow at noon. 
Mr. English moved a call of the Ilousc: Re

fused ; Yeas, SS ; Nays, 97. 
Mr . .Mace moved that Mr. Richardson's mo

tion be laid on the table : Defeated. Y cas, 95; 
Navs 100. 

!fr. Edgerton, of Ohio, moved a call of the 
Ilouse. Refused: Yeas, 45 ; Kays, SO. 

The day was spent in what has come to be 
called "Filibustering "-that is, the minority 
moving adjournments, calls of the Ilouse, ask
ing to be excused from voting, tnJdng appeals, 
etc., etc. In the midst of this, Mr. Richardson 
withdrew his original motion, and moved in
stead that the debate in Committee be closed 
in five minutes after the Ilouse shall have re
sumed it. 

The hour of noon of the 12th having arrived, 
Me~srs. Dean and Bauks raised points of order 
as to the termination of the legislative day. 
The Speaker decided that the legislative day 
could only be terminated by the adjournment 
of the Ilouse, ex:cept by constitutional conclu
sion of the session. Mr. Banks appealed, but 
at it'ugth withdrew his appeal. 

l\IAINR.-Thomas J . D. Fuller, Samuel l\Iayall-2. 
N~w-HAMPSUIRE.-Geo. W. Kittredge, Geo. W. l\1or-

rison-2. 
l\IAssACHUSETTs.-Nathaniel P. BaD.ks, jr.-1. 
CoNNEC'rJCu•r.-Origen S. Se.vmour-1. 
NEw-YORK.-Gilbert Dean, Charleti Ilughes·-2. 
PENNSYLVANIA.-1\Iichael C. 'l.'rout--1. 
Omo -Alfred P. Edgerton, Harvey II. Johnson, An-

drew Ellison, William D. Lindsley, 'l.'homas Richey-5. 
lNDIANA.-Andrew J. llarlan, Daniel Mace-2. 
lLLINOIS.-J ohn 'Ventworth-1. 
l\I1cHIGAN -David A. ' oble, IIestor L. Stevens-2. 
WISCONSIN .-John B. l\{acy-1 
VIRGINIA.-John s. ~Iillson-1. 
'L'otal-21. 

Mr. Richardson, having thus got in his reso
lution to close the debate, put on the previous 
qnestion again, aml the House-Yeas, 113; 
Nays, 59-agrced to close the debate on the 
20th. 

Debate having been closed, the opponents of 
the measure expected to defeat or cripple it l>y 
moving and taking a vote in Committee on 
various propositions of amendment, kindred to 
those moved and rejected in the Senate; some 
of which it was believed a majority of the 
House would not choose (or dare) to vote 
down; and, though the names of those voting 
on one side or the other in Committee of the 
Whole are not recorded, yet any proposition 
moved and rejected there, may be renewed in 
the House after taking the bill out of commit
tee, and is no longer cut off by the Previous 
Question, as it formerly was. But, when the 
hour for closing <lebate in Committee had 
arrived, Mr. Alex. H. Stephens moved that the 
enacting clause of the bill be stricken ont; which 
was carried by a rally of the friends of the 
bill, and of course cut off all amendments. The 
bill was thus reported to the Ilouse with its 
head off; when, after a long stru,ggle, the 
House rejiised tfJ agree to tlie report of the Com
mittee of the 1fTlwle-Yeas, (for agreeing) 97; 
Nays, 117-bringing the liouse to a direct vote 
on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Richard;;on now moved an amendment, 
which was a substitute for the whole bill, being 
substantiallv the Senate's bill, with the clause 
admitting a'iiens, who have declared their in
tention to become citizens, to the right of suf
frage. Ile thereupon called the Previous Ques
tion, which the H ousc sustained-Yeas, 116 ; 
Nays, 90-when the_ Ilou,:;e adopted his amend
ment-Yeas, l l .i ; ~ ays, 95-and proceeded to 
engross the bill-Yea~, 112; Nays, 99-when 
he put on the Previous Question again, and 
passed the bill finally-Yeas, 113; Nays, 100-
as follows: 
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Yus-113. 

FROM THE FREE ST.A.l'ES. 

MAINE.-Moses JlfcDonald-1. 
N;:w-HAMPSHIRE-Harry Hibbard-1. 
CONNECTICUT.-Colin M. Ingersoll-1. 
VERM<INT.-None. MASSACHUSETTS.-None. 
RBOD~ lSL.!.ND.-None. 
NEw-YORK.-1'homas W. Cumming, Franci~ B. Cut

tin"' Peter Rowe John J. Taylor, William M. Tweed, 
Hi;.~m Walbridge', William a Walker, Mike Walsh, 1'heo. 
R. Westbrook-\1. 

PENNSYLVAN!.!..-Samuel A. Bridges, John L. Dawson, 
Thomas B. Florence J. Clancy Jones, William H. Kurtz, 
John McNair Asa Packer, John Robbins, jr., Christian 
M. Straub, William H. Witte, Hendrick B. Wright-11. 

NEW-JERSEY-Samuel Lilly, George Vail-2. 
Omo.-David 1'. Disney, .l<'rederick W. Green, Edson 

B. Olds, Wilson Shannon-4. 
lNDIAN.!..-John G. Davis, Cyrus L. Dunham, Norman 

Eddy, William H. English, 'l'homas A. Hendricks, James 
H. Lane, Smit.h Miller-7. 

ILLINOIS.-James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Wm. A. RiclJ-
a.rdson-3. 

MICHIG, N.-Samuel Clark, David Stuart-2. 
IowA.-Bernhart Henn-1. 
WISCONSIN.-None. 
CALIFORNIA.-Milton S. Latham, J. A. McDougall-2. 

Total-44. 

FROM THE SL.A.VE ST.A.TES. 

DEL.HVAR&.-George R. Riddle-1. 
lli.i.RYL.!.ND.-William T. Hamilton, Henry May, Jacob 

Shower, Joshua Vansant-4. · 
VrnGINU.-Thomas H. Bayly, Thomas S. Bocock, John 

S. Caskie, Henry A. Edmundson, Charles J. Faulkner, 
William O. Goode, Zedekiah Kidwell, John Letcher, 
Paulus Powell, William Smith, John F. Snodgrass-11. 

NORTH CAROLTN.!..-William S. Ashe, Burton Craige, 
Thomas L. Clingman, John Kerr, Thos. Ruffin, Henry 
M. Shaw-6. 

Sou·rn CAROLTNA.-William W. Boyce, President S. 
Brooks, James L. Orr-3. 
G~oRGI!.-David J. Bailey, Elijah W. Chastain, Alfred 

H. Colquitt, Junius Hillyer, Dlkvid A. Reese, Alex. H. 
Stephens-6 

AL.!.BAM.!..-James Abercrombie, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, James F. Dowdell, Sampson W. Harris, George S. 
Houston, Philip Phillips, Will iam R. Smith-7. 

MISSISSIPPI.-William s. Barry, William Barksdale, 
Otho R. Singleton, Daniel B. Wright-4. 

LoursuNA.-William Dunbar, Roland Jones, John Per
kins, jr.-3 

KENTUCKY.-John C. Breckinridge, James S. Chris
man, Leande1· M Coro, Ole;ment S. Ilill, John JIL Elliot, 
Benj. E. Gi·ey, William Preston, Richard H. Stanton 
-8. 

TENNESSEE.-William lli. Clforchwell, George W. Jones, 
Oha1·les Ready, Samuel A. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
F'eliro Zollioo!Jer-6. 

MrssouRI._:_Alfred W. Lamb, James J. Lindley, John 
G. Miller, Morde.cai Oliver, John S. Phelps-5. 

A1tK.!.SN.!.S.-AlfredB. Greenwood, Edwin A. Warren-2. 

FLORIDA.-Augustus E. Maxwell-1. 
TExAs.-Peter H. Bell, Geo. W. Smyth-2. Total-69. 

Total, Free and Slave States-113. 
N.A.Ys-100 . 

FREE ST.A.TES. 

MAINE.-Samuel P. Benson, E. Wilder Farley, Tho
mas J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall, Israel Washburn, jr. 
-5. 

NEW IlH!PSHIRE.-George W. Kittredge, George W. 
Morrison-2. 

MASSACHOSETTS.-Nathaniel P. Banks, jr., Samuel L. 
Orocker, ALRX. DE WITT, Edward Dickinson, J. Wiley 
Ed!munds, Thomas D. Eliot, John Z. Goodrich, Oharlos 
W. Upham, Samiuel H. Walley, Tappan lVentworth-
10. 

RHODE ISL.!.ND.-Thomas Davis, Benjamin B. Thurston 

B. Jfor(Jan, William Murray, Andrew Oliver, Jared V. 
Peck, Rufus W. Pec:kham, Bishop Perkins, BenjCJ1Tn;in, 
Pringle, Ru.ssell Sa(Je, George A. Simmons, G~nR!'l' 
Sl!!TH, J ohn Wheeler-l!2. 
N~w-JEHSEY.-Alero. O. jJ£. Pennington, Charltls Slrd

ton, Nathan 'l'. Stratton-3. 
PEN~SYLVANIA.-JoBPph R. Chandler, C;irllon B. Cui·· 

tis, John Dick, Augu:;tus Drum, lVilliam Ecerhart, 
James Gamble, Galusha A. Grow, ]au.all E liiester, 
Thomas JI. Howe, John McOulloch, Ner Jiiddleswarth, 
David Ritchie, Samuel L. Russell, Michad C. Tl'uut-
14. 

Omo.-Edward Ball, Lew·is D. Campbell, Alfred P. 
Eilgerton, Andrew ~11i son, Jos11u.i. R. GIDDINGS, Aar1m 
Harl@i, John Scott Harrison, H. H. Johnson , ;villiam 
D. Lind:;ey, l\I. II. Nichols, 't'homas Richey, William R. 
Sapp, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Eow ARD WADE 
-15. 

INDIANA.-Andrew J, Harlan, Daniel l\lace, 8f1J/nuel 
W: Parker-:3. 

lLLrnors.-James Knoro, Jesse O. Norton, Elihu B. 
lVashburne, J ohn Wentworth, Richard Yates-5. 

MICllIG.lN.-David A. Nobl e, Hestor L. Steven'l-2. 
'Y1scoxs1:<.-BeoJ<Lmin C. Eastman, Daniel 'Yells, jr.-

2. 
low A.-None. 
C.aLIFORNIA.-.None. Total-91. 

SOUTIIBRN S1'A TES. 

VIRGINIA.-John S. J\1illson-1. 
NORTH C.rnuLrnA.-Richard C. Puryear, Sion H. 

Roge·r~-2. 
'l'ENN>:SSEE.-Robert JI. Bu(J(J. Williomi Cullom Emer-

son Etheri.d(Je, Nathaniel G. Taylor-4. 
LoursIAN.i..-Theodo1°e (}. Hunt--1. 
lllr,;sou1u.-Thomas H. Benton-1. 
0TIIi;a 80UTH >:RN S1'A1'ES.-None. 1'otal-9. 

Total, Free and Slave States-100. 
A hsent, or not votiug-21. 

N. E~GLAND &TATES.- William Apple,ton, or Mass.-J. 
N>:w-YoRK.-Ceo. w: Ohaee, James Maurice-2. 
P;:Ns:!IYLVANIA.-None. 
NEW·JEKSEY.-None. 
o~ro.-Geo rge Bliss, Moses B Oo1·win-2. 
lLLT~OIS.-Wrn. H. Btssell-1. 
CAL<FOP.Nl.!..-None. 
lNDHNA.-Eben III. Chamberlain-1. 
~ll CHIG!:-1.-None. 
IowA.-John P. Coolc--1. 
\\"1sc0Nsr~.-Jolin B. l\facy-1. 

Total from Free States-9. 
~IARYL.!.ND.-John R. Franklin, .Augustus R. Sotlers 

-2. 
VIRGINIA.-Fayette l\1cMullen-1. 
NOP.TH CAROLINA.-None. 
D;: L.1w.i.R~.-..1.Yone. 
SOUTH CAROLINA.-Wm. Aiken, Lawrence M. Keitt, 

John nfoQneen-3. 
G 1•:0RGIA.-Wm. B. W. Dent, James L. Seward-2. 
ALABA~IA.-None. 
Mrssrss1PPI.-Wiley P. Harris-1. 
K•ISTUCKY.-Linn Boyd , (Speaker,) Presley Ewin(J-2. 
lllrssou1u.-8u.muel Carutherr,..--1. 
ARKANSA•.-None. FLORrD.1.-None. 
'h:XAS.-.LYone. 'l'KNNKSSEE.-None. 
LOUIS!AN .L-.LYone. 

Total from Slave States-12. 
'Yhigs in Italics. Abolitionists in SMALL C1P!TALS. 

Democrats iu Roman. 

.May 23d.-The bill being thus sent to the 
Senate (not us a Senate but as a House bill), 
was sent at once to the Committee of the Whole, 
and there briefly considered. 

l.Iay 24th.-Mr. Pearce, of :Maryland, moved 
to strike out the clau~e in section 5, which ex
tenc.ls the right of suffrage to 
those who shall have decln.red on oath their in ten-

-2. tion to become such, [citizens] and shall have taken an 
CosNECTICUT.-Nathan Belcher, James T. Pratt, Origen oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and 

S. Seymour--3. the provisions of this act. 
VERMONT.-James Jfeacham, Alvah Sabin, Andrew 

Tracy-3. Negatived-Yeas: Bayard, Bell, Brodhead, 
NEw YoRK.-Ilenry Bennett, D(111)is Carpenter, Gil- Brown Clayton Pearce and Thompson of 

bert Dean, Caleb Lyon, ll e111>en E. Fenton. Tkomas T. K t 'k N ' 41 ' 
Fla(Jler, George Hasting~ Solomon G. If(J/IJM, Charles/ en uc .Y· ays, · 
Hughes,D<tniel 1'. Jones, Oi'samus B. Jfatteson, Edwim The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
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for a. third reading-Yeas, 35; Nays, 13, 
follows : 

as I (Dec. 31st) his Annual ;\frssage, and next (Jan. 
24th) a special mes~age with regard to the con-

Yeas-For Engrossing : 
Messrs. Atchison, Mo.. l\1a.son, Va., 

Badger, N. C., Norton, l<'la., 
B&njamin, La., Norris, N. H., 
Bro1lhe<L<l, Pa., Pearce, llld., 
llrown, l\1iss, Pettit, Ind., 
Butler, S. C., Pratt, Md., 
Cass, illich., Rusk, Texas, 
C1'1y, Ala., Sebastian, Ark., 
Dawson, Ga., Shields, Ill., 
Douglas, Ill., Slidell, La., 
l<'itzpatrick, Ala., S1 uart, lllich., 
Gwin, Cal., Thornp30n, Ky., 
Hunter, Va., 'l'ltomson, N. J., 
Johnson, Ark., '.l.'oombs, Ga., 
Junes, Iowa, '.l.'oucey, Cr., 
Jones, '.l.'enn., Weller, Cal., 
Mallory, l<'l'l., Williams, N. II., 

Wright, N. J.,~5. 

Nays-Against Engrossing : 
Messrs. All en, R. I., GILLETT!!, Ct., 

B elt, 'l'enn., Hamlin, Me., 
CHA~E, Ohio, James, R. I., 
Clayton, Del., Sewwrd, N. Y., 
FiBli, N. Y., l'UMNEH, ~lass, 
.Foot, Vt., Wade, Ohio. 

Wa.lker, Wis.-13. 
Democrats in Roman; Whigs in Ital-ic8; Free Demo

cn1.ts in s~uLL CAPS. 

'l'he bill was then passetl without further 
division, and, being approved by the President, 
became a law. The clause in the 1-!th section, 
which repealed the Missouri Compromise, with 
the Badger proviso, is as follows: 

That the Constitution and all the laws of the United 
States which are not locally inapplicable, sl1all have the 
same force ancl etfect within the sai1l terriLory of Ne
braska, as elsewhere within the Unite<! States, except the 
eighth section of the act preparatory Lo the admission of 
Missouri into the Union, approvecl March sixth, eightee11 
hundred and twenty, which being inconsisteut wnh the 
principles of non-intervemion by Congress with Slavery 
in the States anti Terriwries, as recognized by the legisla
tion of eighteen hundred and fif1y, commonly called the 
Cornprolllise Measures, is hereby declarecl inoperative 
and void; it being the true intent ancl 111eani11g of this 
act not 10 legislate Slavery into any '.1.'erritory or State, 
nor to exclut1e it therefrom, bnt to leave the people there
of perfectly free to form aucl regulate their 1lr)l11estic in
stitutions in their own way. subject only to tlte Con;tit.u
tion of the United States; Provided, 'l'lrnt nothing here· 
in contained shidl be construed to revive or put in force 
any law or regulati')n which may hu,ve existed prior to 
tl1e act of sixth of March, eighteen liundrecl a1Hl twenty, 
either protect111g, estu,blishing, prohibiting or abolisltiug 
tl1a.very. 

Dec. 3, 1855.-The XXXIVth Congress con
vened at the Capitol, in Washington.-Jesse D. 
Bright, of Ind., holding over as Pre~idcnt pro 
tempore of the Senate, in place of Vice-Presi
dent William R. King, of .Alabama, deceased. 
A quorum of either House was found to be 
present. 

But the House found itself unable to Ol'ganize 
by the choice of a Speaker, until after an un
precedented struggle of nine weeks' duration 
Finally, on Saturday, Feb. 20, 1830 1 the plu
rality-rule wati adopted-Yeas, I l:J; Kays, 10-! 
-and the House proceeded uudcr it Lo its one 
hundred ancl thirty-thil'cl ballot for "!Waker, 
when Nathaniel P. Banks, jr. (anti-..\'eiJra~ka) 
of Mag~achusett;;, was chosc11, h:tving 103 
votes to 100, for 'Nilliam Aiken, of South Caro
lina. Eleven votes scattered ou other persons 
did not count ao-ainst a choice. It was there 
fore resoll'ed-Yeas, 155; Kays, 40-that i\lr. 
Banks wail duly elected Speaker. 

But, dn1·i11g the peuJency of this election, the 
Pr esitlent lrnd tran~mitted to both Houses, first 

' 

dition of Kansas, in which he thus alludes to 
those who think 8lavery not the best iustitution 
to make a prnsperous aud happy State, and to 
those who opposed the repeal of the Missouri 
restriction : 

'!'his interference, in so far as concerns its primary 
causes ancl its i111rnediate COllln1ence111ent, was one of tlie 
incidents of that pernicious agitation on the subject of 
the condition of the colored persous held to service in 
some of the States, which has so long disturbecl the re
pose of our country, and excitecl individuals, otherwise 
patriotic ll.nd law-abiding, to toil with misdirected zeal 
in the attemµt to propagate their social theories by the 
perversion and abuse of the p owers of Congress. 

'l'he persons and parties whom the tenor of the act 
to organize the 'l'erritories of Nebraska and Kansas 
thwarted in the endeavor to impose, through tlie agency 
of Congress, their particular views of social organiza
tion on the people of the future new States, now per
ceiving that the policy of leaving the inhabitants of each 
State to judge for themselves in this respect was ineradi
cably rooted in the convictions of the people of the 
Union, then had recourse, in the pursuit of their general 
object, to the extraordinary measure of propagandist 
colonization of the 'l'erritory of Kansas, to prevent the 
free and natural action of its inhabitants in its internal 
urg>1nization and thus to anticipate or to force the deter
miuation of that question in this inchoate State. 

The President makes the following refer
ence to the action of the people of Kansas, 
who, claiming the right "peaceably to assem
ble and petition for a redress of grievances," 
did so assemble, and sent a petition to Con
gress, to permit them to form a State Govern
ment, with the Constitution submitted: 

l!'ollowing upon this movement was another and 
more important one of the same general character. 
Persons confessedly not constituting the body politic, or 
all the inhabitants, but merely a pu,ny of the inhabitants, 
and without law, hu,ve undertaken tu summon a conven· 
tion for the purpnse of transforming the 'l'erritory into a 
State, and have framed a cons titution, adopted it, and 
und~r it electecl a governor and other officers, and a 
representative to Cougress. 

.March 12.-Iu Seuate, Mr. Douglas, of Illi
nois, from the Committee on Territories, made 
a report 011 111atters relating to Kansas affairs, 
in which he S<L)'S: 

'l'he act of Congress for the organization o the '.l.'er
ritories of Kansas and Neb1·aska, was designed to con
lorm to the spirit and letter uf tlie l<'ecleral Constitution, 
by preserving and maintaining the fuudamental principle 
of equality among all the States of the Union, uotwnh
standing the resLriction conrainPd in the 8th section of 
the act of lllarch 6, 1820, (preparatory to the admission 
or lllissouri into the Union,) which assumed to deny to 
the people forever the right to se1tle the question of 
Slavery for tlwmselve", provid ecl they should make their 
homes and organize Stares nurth of thir1y-six degrees 
and thirty minutes north latitude. Conforming to the 
cardinal principles of State equality ancl self-govern
ment, in obedience to the CunstiLUtion, the Kansas
Nebraska act declared, in thP. precise language of the 
Compromise l\lea ures of 1850, that," when admitted as 
a St.ate, the saicl 'l'erritory, or any port.ion of the sallle, 
slialt be received into the Union, with or without Slavery, 
as their constitutions may prescribe at the time of their 
adu1issio n." 

Ile then rcf Prs to the formation of the " Emi
grallt Aid Company,"* whi<:h had been organ 
ized on the princi pie of " Seate equality " by 
the people of bfa sachusetts. This proceeding 
he calls " a perversion of the plain provisions" 
of the Kausas-~ebraska Act-Lhat the only 

*"The Emigrant Aid Company," with five millions dollars, 
lo which :\Ir. Douglas alludes, and from the existence of which 
he m,tkes a special plea for the Border Ruffians, was 
never organized: See Repc1rt of Special Committee or Con
gr•oss, (page 100.) 
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k i nu of lawful emigration was " Ruch as has j effort to send at least an equal ~umber, .to counteract the 
tilleu up our new States and Territories, when j apprehended result of \~e new ~portat10n. . 
each individual bas gone on his own account, The report then g.1ves a bi::_or_r of the Legisla· 
to improve his condition and that of his I ture elect~d !\larch aptb, 1 Soo, ~ts _rem? val from 
family." The report then states that the peo-\ Pawnee City to ~he Shawnee Mission, its ~ubse
ple of Missouri were greatly alarmed at the quent quanel with Gov. Reeder, _and con.tmue~ : 
rnpid fillina- up of Kansas by people opposed to A '.ew da;ys after, G?vernor Reeder dissolved his official 
S 

'"' . . . relat10ns with the Jeg1slature, on account of the removal 
la very-that t h_1s m_1ght ~ndanger the exist- of the seat of government, and while that body was still 

ence of Slavery m Missoun- and that, us the in session, a meeting was called by" many voters,'' to as
peop le of Missouri had a ri()'ht to defend their semble at. Lawren~e, on _the 14th or I.5th of Aug_ust, 1855, 

· · . . l 0 
• "to take mto consideration the propnety of callmg a Ter-

o wn 10~titut10ns, they 1:mg it properly r~sist t~e ritorial Convention, preliminary to the formation of a State 
formation of an Anti-Slavery State m their Government and other subjects of public interest." At 
nei"'hborhood. The report continues· that meeting', the following preamble and resolutions were 

0 
• adopted with but one dissenting voice: 

Por the successful prosecution of such a scheme, the Mis- " Whereas, the people of Kansas Territory havP been since 
saurians who lived in the immediate vicinity possessed pe- the settlement, aud now are, without any law-making power; 
culiar advantages over their rivals from the more remote therefore 
portions of the Union. Each family could send one of its "Be it re.solved, That we, the people of Kansas Territory, in 
members across the line to mark out his claim, erect a mass meeting assembled, irrespecth-e of party distinc:tions, in-

fluenced by a common necessity, and greatly desiro11s of pro
cabin, and put in a small crop, sufficient to give him as moting the common good, do hereby call upon and request all 
valid a right to be deemed an actual settler and qualified bona fide citizens of Kansas 'ferritory, of whatever political 
\'oter as those who were being imported by the Emigrant views and predilections, to consult together in their respective 
Aid Societies. In an unoccupied 'ferritory, where the lands election districts, and in mass convention or otherwise, elect 
have not been surveyed, and where there were no marks three delegates for each representative in the legislative as-

]. · d' I b d · f · sembly, by proclamation of Governor Reeder of dale 10th 
or mes tom icate t 1e oun anes o sect1011s and quarter- March, lF.05 ; said delegates to assembly in convention at the 
sections, and where no legal title could be had until after town of Topeka, on the 19th day of September, 1855, U1en and 
the surveys should be maue, disputes, quarrels, violence thore to consider and determine upon all suf>jects of public in
anu bloodshed might haYe been expected as the natural terest, and particularly upon that having reference to the 
~nd inevitable consequences of such extraordinary systems speedy formation of a State Constitution, with an inte1.1tion of 
of emigration, which dil-ided and arrayed the settlers into au immediatP. application to be admitted as a State into the 
two great hostile parties, each having an inducement to Union of the United States of America." 
claim more than was his right, in order to hold it for some This meeting, so far as your Committee have been able 
new-comer of his own party, and at the same time prevent to ascertain, was the first step in that series of proceedings 
persons bf' longing to the opposite party from settling in the which resulted in the adoption of a Constitution and State 
neighborhood. As a result of thi::; st'l.te of things, the Government, to be put in operation on the 4th of the pre
great mass of emigrants from the northwest and from sent month, in subversion of the Territorial Government 
other States who went there on their own account, with no established under the authority of Congress. 'fhe right to 
other object, and influenced by no other motives than to set up the State Government in defiance of the constitu
improve their condition and secure good homes for their ted authorities of the 'ferritory, is basect on the assumption 
families, were compelled to array themselves under the "th:tt the people of Kansas 'l.'erritory have been since it,~ 
banner of one of these hostile parties, in order to insure pro- settlement, and now are, without any law-making power;" 
tection to themselves and their claims against the a"'gress- in the face of the well-known fact, that the Territorial Le
ions and violence of the other. 0 gislature was then in session, in pursuance of the pro

On the 29th of November, 1854, the first elec
tion in the Territory was held for a delegate to 
Congress. This was a very short time after the 
:...rrival of the Free State emigrants in suffi. 
cient bodies to protect them:;el ves. At this 
election, according to the returns, J. W. Whit
field bad received 2, t68 votes; other persons, 
57 5. Whitfield, of course, received the Gover
nor's ce_rtificate, but great dissatisfaction was 
expressed by the Free State settlers, charging 
that many of the votes received by Whitfield 
were given by men living in Missouri; and it 
afterward appea.red that at the time of the first 
election there were but 1,114 legal voters in the 
Territory. Nevertheless, the report continues: 

Certain it is, that there could not have been a system of 
fraud and violence such as has been charged by the agents 
and supporters of the emigrant aid societies, unless the 
Governor and judges of election were parties to it· and 
your committee are not prepared to assume & fact sb dis
reputable to them, and so improbable upon the state of 
facts presented, without specific charges and direct proof. 
In the abs~nce o~ all proor and probable truth, the charge 
that the M1ssour1ans had mvaded the 'ferritory and con
trolled the congressional election by fraud and violence 
was circulated throughout the Pree States, and made the 
basis of the most inflammatory appeals to all men opposed 
to the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act to emigrate 
or send emigrants to Kansas, for the purpose of repelling 
the invaders, and assisting their friends who were then in 
the Territory in putting down the slave-power, and prohi
biting Slavery in Kansas, with the view of making it a 
Pree State. Exaggerated accounts of the large number 
of emigrants on their way under the auspices of the emi
grant aid companies, with the view of controlling the elec
tion for members of the Territorial Legislature, which was 
to take place on the 30th of 111arch, 1555, were published 
and circulated. These accounts, being republished and be
lieved in Missouri, where the excitement had already been 
inflamed to a fearful intensity, induced a corresponding 

clamation of Go,-ernor Reeder, and the organic law of the 
Territory. 

The report then proceeds to narrate the cir
cnmstances attending the formation of a State 
Government in ~lichigan, Arkansas, Florida and 
California, anu States that "in every instance 
the proceeding has originated with, and been 
conducted in i;mbordination to, the authority of 
the local governments established or recognized 
by the Government of the United States." It 
then refers to the case of the effort to change 
the organic law, made in Rhode Island some 
year;; ago, from which it says the "insurgents" 
(as the Free-State party in Kansas is called) 
"can derive no aid or comfort." 

The following concludes the Report; the 
words in Italics below perhaps explain in what 
sense the people of a T erritory are "perfectly free 
to form their own institutions, in their own way :" 

Without deeming it necessary to express any opinion on 
this occasion, in i·eference to the merits of that contro
versy, [referring to Rhode Island,] it is evident that the 
principles upon which it was conducted are not involved 
in the revolutionary struggle now going on in Kan~as; for 
the reason, that the sove1•ei(!nty o.f a 1'en'ito1·y 1·emain1J 
in abeyance, suspended in the United States, in tr1txt 
/01· the people, w1til they shall be admitted into the 
Union as a State. In the meantime, they cue entitled 
to en.Joy and exercise all the p1•ivileoes and ?'i(lllts of 
se~{-(Jovanment, in oubordination to the Constitution 
of tile l.J?iitecl State8, and in obedience to their Oi'(!Cmic 
laio pa88ed by Con(!1'ess in pu1•suance of that in8trii,
ment. These rights and privileges are all cleril'ed' from 
the Constitution, through the act of Congress, anct must be 
exercised and enjoyed in subjection to all the limitations 
and restrictions which that Constitution imposes. Hence, 
it is clear that the people of the Territory have no inherent 
sovereign right, under the Constitution of the United States, 
to annul the Jaws and resist the authority of the Territoria} 
government which Congress has established in obedienc~ 
to the Constitution. 
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In tracing, step by step, the origin and history of these 
Kansas difliculties, your Committee have been profoundly 
impressed with the significant fact, that each one bas re
sulted from an attempt to violate or circumvent the prin
ciples and provisions of the act of Congress for the organ
ization of Kansas and Nebraska. The leading idea and 
fundamental principle of the Kansas-Nebraska act, as ex
pressed in the law itself, was to leave the aotiial set
tlers and bona:fide inhabitants of each Territory 
•·perfectly fl'ee to form and regulate their domestic 
in~titutions in thei1' own way, sitbject only to the Con-
8titution of the United States." While this is declared 
to be the "true intent and meaning of the act," those 
who were opposed to allowing the people of the Territory, 
preparatory to their admission into the Union as a State, 
to decide the Slavery question for themselves, failing to 
accomplish their purpose in the halls of Congress, and un
der the authority of the Constitution, immediately resorted, 
in their respective States, to unusual and extraordinary 
means to control the political destinies and shape the do
mestic institutions of Kansas, in defiance of the wishes, 
and regardless of the rights, of the people of that 'l'erri
tory, as guaranteed by their organic law. Combinations, 
in one section of the Union, to stimulate an unnatural and 
false system of emigration, 'll"ith the view of cont.rolling 
the elections, and forcing the domestic institutions of the 
Territory to assimilate to those of the non-slaveholding 
States, were followed, as might have been foreseen, by the 
use of similar means in the slaveholding States, to pro
duce directly the npposite result. To these causes, and to 
these alone, in the opinion of your Committee, may be 
traced lhe origin and progress of all the controversies and 
dlliturbanccs with which Kansas is now convulsed. 

If these unfortunate troubles have resulted, as natural 
consequences, from unauthorized and improper schemes 
of foreign interference Tl"ith the internal affairs and domes
tic concerns of the Territory, it is apparent that the remedy 
must be sought in a strict adherence to the principles and 
i·igid enforcement of the provisions of the organic law. 
In this connection, your Committee feel sincere satisfaction 
in commending the messages and proclamation of the Pre
sident of the Gnited States, in which we have the gratify
ing assurance that the supremacy of the laws will be main
tained; that rebellion will be crushed; that insurrec
tion will be suppressed; that aggressive intrusion for the 
purpose of deciding elections, or any other purpose, will 
be repelled; that unauthorized intermeddling in the local 
concerns of the 'l'erritory, both from adjoining and di$tant 
States, will be preveuted; that the federal and local Jaws 
will he yindicated against all attempts at organized resist
:rnce; and that the people of the 'l'erritory will be pro
tected in the establishment of their own institutions, undis
turbed !Jy encroachments from without, and in the full en
joyment of the rights of self-government assured to them 
by the Constitution and the organic Jaw. 

In view of these assurances, given under the conviction 
that the existing laws confer all the authority necessary to 
the performance of these important duties, and that the 
whole available force of the United States will be exerted 
to the extent required for their performance, your Com
mittee repose in en the confidence that peace, and security, 
and law, "·ill prevail in Kansas. If any further evidence 
were necessary to prove that all the collisions and difticul
tie8 in Kansas have been produced by the schemes of for
eign interference which have been developed in this re
port, in violation of the principles and in evasiou of the 
provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska act, it may be found in 
the fact that in Nebraska, to which the emigrant-aid socie
ties clid not extend their operations, and into which the 
stream of emigration was permitted to flow in its usual 
and natural channels, nothing has occurred to di-turb the 
peace and harmony of the Territory, while the principle of 
self-government, il1 obedience to the Constitution, has had 
fair play, and is quietly working out its legitimate result.s. 

It now only remains for your Committee to respond to 
the two specific recommendations of the President, in his 
special message. 'l'hey are as follows: 

"This, it seems to me, can be best accomplished by prol'id
ing that, when the inhabitants of Kansas may desire ll, and 
shall be of sullicient numbers to constitute a i:itale, a con,·en· 
!ion of delegates, duly elected by the qualified \'Orers, shall 
assemble to frame a Constitution, and thus prepare, U1rongh 
regular and lawful means, for its admission into the Union as 
a Sutte. I respectfully recommend the enactment of a law to 
that effect. 

"I recommend. also, that a special appropriation be made 
to defray any expense which may become requisite in the 
execu1ioo of Ute laws, or the lDAimcnance of public order in 
tbe 'l'<·tTilory of Kansas." 

to their admission into the Union on an equal footing Tl"ith 
the original States, so soon as it shall appear, by a censub 
to be taken under the direction of the Governor, by the 
authority of the Legislature, that the Territory contains 
ninety-three thousand, four hundred and twenty inhabi
tants-tliat being the number required by the present ratio 
of representation for a member of Congress. 

In compliance with tlie other recommendation, your 
Committee propose to ofr'er to the appropriation bill an 
amendment appropriating such sum as shall be found ne
cessary, by the estimates to be obtained, for the purpose 
indicated in the recommendation of the President. 

All of which is respectfully submitted to the Senate by 
your Committee. 

Mr. Collarner, of Vermont, the Republican 
member of same Committee, submitted a mi
nority report, in which he says: 

Thirteen of the present prosperous States of this Union 
passed through the period of apprenticeship or pupilage 
of territorial training, under the guardianship of Congress, 
preparatory to assuming their proud rank of manhood 
as sovereign and independent States. 'l'his period of 
their pupila"'e was, in every case, a period of the good offi
ces of pare;t and child, in the kind relationship sustained 
between the National and the Territoifal C overnment, 
and may be remembered with feelings of gratitude and 
pride. We have fallen on different times. A territory of 
our government is now convulsed Tl"ith violence and dis
cord and the whole family of our nation is in a state of 
excitement and anxiety. The National Executive power 
is put in motion, the army in requisition, and Congress is 
inYoked for interference. 

In this case, as in all others of difficulty, it b~c~mes ne
cessary to inquire what is the true caus.e of existmg trou
ble in order to apply effectual cure. It is but a temporary 
pal'iiative to deal with the external and more obvious mani
festations and developments, while the real, procuring 
cause lies unattended to, and uncorrected, and unre
moved. 

It is said that organized opposition to law exists in Kan
sas. 'l'hu,t, if existing, may probably be suppressed b,Y the 
President by the use of the army; and so, too, may mva
sions by ~rmed bodies from l\Iissouri, if the Executive be 
sincere in its eJiorts; but when this is done, while the cause 
of trouble remains, the results will continue 'll"ith renewed 
and increased developments of danger. 

Let us then look fairly and undisguisedly at this sub
ject, in its tru~ cha.racter and history. "\\her.ein _does t!1is 
Kansas Territory dill er from all our other 'Ierr1tones winch 
have been so peacefully and successfully carried through, 
and been developed into the manhood of independent 
States? Can that dillerence account for existing trou
llles ? Can that difference, as a cause of trou!Jle, be re
moved? 

'l'he first and great point of dilTerence between th~ Ter
ritorial government of Kansas and .that of th~ th.rrteen 
Territorial governments before ment10ned, consists m the 
subject of Slavery-the undoubted cause of present 
trouble. . 

'l'he action of Congress in relation to all these thirteen 
Ter·ritories was oondiwted on a uniform and p1·i1dent 
principle, to wit: To sett~e, by a clear provi8ion, th,J 
law in nlation to the s1ibJect of Slavery to be opera
tive in the Turitory, while it nmained 81.tch; not 
Jeavin" it in any one of those cases to be a subject of con
trover~y within the same, while in t~e plastic gri_stle of its 
youth. 'l'his was done by Congress m the exerc-1se of the 
same power which molded the form of their organic laws, 
and appointed their executive and judiciary, and some
times their legislative officers; it was the power provided 
in the Constitution, in these words: "Congress shall have 
power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regu
lations respecting the territory or other property belong
ing to the United States." Settling the subject of Slavery 
while the country remained a 'l'erritory, was no higher ex
ercise of power in Congress, than the regulation of the. fu!lc
tions of the territorial government, and actually appomtmg 
its principal functionaries. '.l.'his practice. comme1:ced w~th 
this National Government and was contmued, with unm
terrupted unifo:·mity, for' more than. sixty years. 'l:his 
practical contemporaneous constru~t10n of the constitu
tional powe1· of this gove.rnment is ~o.o clear to leave 
room for doubt, or opportun~ty for sl,ep!lclSn:. The peace, 
prosperity, and success which :i-ttended tlus .course, and 
the results which have ensued, m the format10n and ad-

In compliance with the first recommendation, your Com
mittee ask leave to report a bill authorizing the Legislature 
of the 'l'erritory to provide by Jaw for the election of dele
gates by tlic people, and the assembling of a Convention 
to form a C0ntititution and State Government preparatory 

mission of the thirteen States therefrom, are most conclu
sive and satisfactory evidence, also, of the ,,-isdom and 
prudence with which this power was exerofred. Deluded 
must be that people who, in the pursuit of plausible theo
ries, become deaf ~o the lessons, and blind to the results, 
of their own expenence, 
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Let us next inquire by what rule of uniformity Congress I revive or put in force any law or regulation which may 
was governed, in the exercise of this power of determining have existed prior to the act of 6 March, 1820, either pro· 
the condition of each Territory as to Slavery, while remain-, tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing Sia very." 
in" a Territory, as manifested in those thirteen instances. '.l'hu:1 it was promulgated to the people of this whole 
A{;. examination of our history will show that this was not country that here was a clear field for competition-an 
clone from time to time by agitation and local or party open course for the race of rivalship; the goal of which 
triumphs in Congress. The rule pursued was uniform and was, the ultimate establi5hment of a sovereign State; and 
clear· and whoever may have Jost by it, peace and pros- the prize, the reward of evel'!asting liberty ancl its instilu
perity hav~ been gained. That rule was this: tions on the one hand, or the perpetuity of Slavery and 

Where Slavery was actually existing in a country to any its concomitants on the other. It is the obvious duty of 
considerable or general extent, it was (though somewhat this government, while this Jaw continues, to see tliis 
modified as to fmther importation in some instanr.es, as in manifesto faithfully, and honorably, and hones1ly per
Mississippi and Orleans Territories) suffered to remain. formed, even though its particular supporters ruay •Ce 
The fact that it had been taken and existed there, was cause of a result unfavorable to their hopes. 
taken as an indication of its adaptation and local utility. It is further to be observed that, in the performance of 
Where Slavery did not in fact exist to any appreciable ex- this novel experiment, it was provided that all white 
tent the same was by Congress, expressly prohibited; so men who became-inhabitants in Kansas were entitled to 
that'in either case the country was settled up without diffi- vote without regard to their time of residence, usuull.v 
culty or doubt as to the character of its institutions. In no provicled in other Territories. Nor was thi8 right of 
instance was this difficult and disturbing subject left to the voting confined to American citizens, but included all 
people who had and who might settle in the '.l'erritory, to such aliens a's had declared, or would declare, on oath, 
be there an everlasting bone of contention, so long as the their intention to become citizens. 'fhus was the procla
Territorial government should continue. It was ever re- mat.ion to the world to become inhabitants of Kansas, and 
garded too as a subject in which the whole country had enlist in this great enterprise, by the force of numbers, 
an inte;·est,' and, therefore, improper for local legislation. by vote, to decide for it the great question. Was it to be 

And though, whenever the people of a 'l'erritory come to expected that tbis great proclamation for the political 
form their own organic Jaw, as an independent State, they tournament would be listened to with indifference and 
would either before or after their admission as a State, apathy? Was it prepared and presented in that spirit? 
form ~nd mold their institutions, as a Sovereign State, in Did it relate to a subject on which the people were cool 
their own way, yet it must be expected, and has always or indifferent? A large part of the people of this country 
proved true, that the State has taken the character her look on domestic Sl<Lvery as " only evil, and that con
pupilage has prepared her for, as well in respect to Slavery tinually," alike to master and to slave, and to the com· 
as in other respects. Hence, si..x of the thirteen States are munity; to be left alone to t.he management or cnjoy
Free States, because Slavery was prohibited in them by ment of the people of the States where it exists, but not 
Congress, while '.l'erritories, to wit: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, to be extended, more especially as it gives, or may give, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Seven of the thirteen political supremacy to a minority of the people of this 
are slaveholding States, because Slavery was allowed in country in the United States government. On the other 
them by Congress while they were Territories, to wit: Ten- hand, many of the people of another part of the United 
nessee, Alabama, l\lississippi, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas States regard Slavery, if not in the abstract a blessing, at 
and Missouri. least as now existing, a condition of society best for 

On the 6th of l\Iarch, A.D. 1820, was passed by Con- both white and black, while they exist together; while 
gress the act preparatory to the admission of the State of others regard it as no evil, but as the highest state of 
Missouri into the Union. l\Iuch controversy and discus- social condition. These consider that they cannot., with 
sion arose on the question whether a prohibition of safety to their interests, permit political ascenrlency to 
Slavery within said State should be inserted, and it re- be largely in the hands of those unfriendly t.o this pecu
sultct.l in this: that said State should be admitted without lia1· institu,tion. From these conflicting views, long and 
such prohibition, but that Slavery should befo1·ever pro- violent has been the controversy, and experience seerus 
hibited in the rest of that country ceded to us by France to show it interminable. 
lying north of 36° 30' north latitude, and it was so done. A succinct statement of the exercise and progress of 
'l'his contract is known as the ;Jiissouri Compromise. the material events in Kansas is this: After the passage 
Under this arrangement, l\lissouri was admitted as a of this law, establishing the Territory of Kansas, a large 
slaveholding State, the same having been a slaveholding body of settlers rapidly entered into said Territory with a 
'ferritory. Arkansas, south of the line, was formed into view to permanent inhabitancy therein. lllost of these 
a 'l'erritory, and Slavery allowed therein, and afterward were from the Free States of the West and North, who 
admitted as a slavcholding State. Iowa was made a probably intend~d by their votes and influence to estab
Territory north of the line, and, under the operation of lish there a Free State, agreeably to the law wJ1ich invited 
the law, was settled up without slaves, and admitted as a them. Some part of those from the Northern States had 
free State. '.l'he country now making the Territories of been encouraged and aided in this enterprise by the 
Kansas and Nebraska, in 1820, was almost or entirely Emigrant Aid Society formed in l\Iassachn,ett~, which 
uninhabited, and Jay north of said line, and whatever put forth some exertions in this laudable object, by open 
settlers entered the same before 1554, did so under that and public measures, in providing facili1 ics for transpor
la w, forever forbidding Slavery therein. ta ti on to all peaceable citizens who desired to become per-

In 1854, Congress passed an a"ct establishing two new manent settlers in said Territory, and providing thcre
Territories-.Nebraska and Kansas-in this region of in hotels, mills, etc., for the public accommodation of that 
country, where Slavery had been prohibited fur more new country. 
than thirty years; and, instead of leaving said Jaw against The Governor of Kansas, having, in pursuance of law, 
Slavery in operation, or prohibiting or expressly allowing divided the territory into districts, and procured a census 
or establishing Slavery, Congress left the subject in said thereof, issued his proclamatiou for the election of a 
'.l'erritories, to be discussed, agitated, and legislated on, Legislative Assembly therein, to take p 'ace on the 3Uth 
from time to time, and the elections in said Territories to day of l\Iarch, 1855, and directed how the same should 
be conducted with reference to that subject, from year to be conducted, and the returns made t.o him agreeable to 
year, so long as they shoulcl remain Territories; for, the law establishing said Territory. On the day of election, 
whatever laws might be passed by the Territorial legisla- large borlies of armed men from the State of l\Iissouri, 
tures on this subject, must be subject to change or repeal appeared at the polls in most of the districts, and, by 
by those of the succeeding years. In most former 'l'erri- most violent and tumultuous carriage and demeanor, 
torial governments, it was provided by law that their overawed the rlefenseless inhabitants, anrl by their own 
Jaws were subject to the revision of Congress, so that votes elected a large majority of tbe members of both 
they would be made with caution. In these 'l'erritories, Houses of said Assembly. On the returns of said elec
that was omitted. tion being made to the Governor, protests antl objections 

'.l'he provioion in relation to Slavery in Nebraska and were made to him in relation to a part of i;aid districts· 
Kansas is as follows:_" The ei;::hth secti_o~ of the act pre- and as to them, he set aside such, and such only, as by 
paratory to the adm1ss10n o! 1111sso_un. mto the Union the returns appeared to be bad. In relation to other~, 
(which beinginconsistentw1th theprinc-iple of non-mter- covering, in all, a majority of the two Houses, equally 
vent ion by Congress with Slavery in tRe States and 'fer- vicious in fact, but apparently good by formal returns 
ritories, as required by the legislation of185lJ, commonly the inhabitants the1·eof, borne down by said violence and 
called the Compromise Measures) is hereby declarer! intimidation, scattered and discouraged, and laborin" 
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and under apprehensions of personal violence, refrained and 
meaning of this act not to legislate Slavery into sait.l 'l'er- desisted from presenting any protest to the Governor in 
ritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave relation thereto; and he, then uninformed in relation 
the people thereof perfectly free to form an<l. regulate thereto, issued certificates to the members who appean1l 
their domestic ins1itutions in their own way, suhJect only by said formal returns to have been elected. 
t.o the Constitution of the United Stat.es: Provided, In relation to those districts which the Governor so set 
'l.'hat nothing herein contained shall be construet.l to aside, orders were by him issued for ne1-r P.lections. Iu 
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one of these districts, the same proceedings were repeated I tion or delegates to be elected, and to a"emhlP at, 1'opeka 
by men from Missouri, and in others not, and certificates in said Territory, on the 19th day of September, 1855. not 
were issued to the persons elected. to form a Constitution, but to consider the propriety .,f 

This legislative assembly, so elected, assembled at P>tw- [calling, formally, a Convention for that. purpnse. 
nee, on the second day of July, 1855, th1t being the time Delegates were elected agreeably to the proclamation 
and place for holding said meeting, as fixed by the Gov- so issued, and they met at Topeka on the fomth 'l'ues
ernor, by authority of law. On assembling, the said day in October, 1855, and formed a constitution, which 
houses proceeded to set. aside and reject those members was submitted to t.he people, and was ratified by them 
so elected on said second election, except in the district by vote in the districts. An election of s ·ate officers 
where the men from Missouri had, at said election, chosen and members of the State legislature has been had, and 
the same persons they had elected at the sa.id first election, a representative to Congress elected, and it is intended 
and they admitted all of the said first-elected members. to proceed to the election of senators, with the view to 

A legislative assembly, so created by military force, present the same, with the constitution, to Congress for 
by a foreign invasion, in violation of the organic law, was admission into the Union. 
but a usurpation. No act of its own, no act or neglect of Whatever views individuals may at times, or in meet
the Governor, could legalize or sanctify it. It.s own ings, have expressed, and whatever ultimate determina
decisions as to its own legality are like its laws,. but the tion may have been entertained in the result of being 
fruits of its own usurpation, which 110 Governor could spurned by Congress, and refused redress, is now en
legiiimate. • . tirely immaterial. That cannot condemn or give char-

The people of Kansas, thus invaded, subdued, oppressed acter to the proceedings thus far pursued. 
and insulted, seeing their Territorial Government (such l\Iany have honestly believed usurpation could make 
only in form) perverted into an engine to crush them in no law, and that if Congress made no further provisions 
the dust, and t.o defeat and destroy the professed object they were well justified in forming a law for themselves; 
of their organic law, by depriving them of the" per'fect but it is not now necessary to consider that matter, as 
freedom," therein provided ; and finding no ground to it is to be hoped that Congress will not leave them to 
hop"' for rights in that organization, they proceeded, such a necessity. 
unde1· the guaranty of the United States Constitution, 'l'hus far, this effort of the people for redress is peace
" peaceably to assemble to petition the Government for ful, constitutional, and right. ·whether it will succeed, 
the redress of (their) grievances." 'l'ney saw no earthly rests with Congress to determine; but clear it is that it 
source of relief but in the formation of a State Govern· should not be met and denounced as revolutionary, 
ment by the people, and the acceptance and ratification rebellious, insurrectionary, or unlawful, nor does it call 
thereof by Congress. for or justify the exercise of any force by any depart-

It is true that., in severnl instances in our political his- ment of this government to check or control it. 
tory, the people of a 'l'erritory have been authorized by It now becomes proper to inquire what should be 
an act of Congress to form a State Constitution, and, done by Congress; for we are informed by the Presi
after so doiug, were admitted by Congress. It is quite dent, in substance, that he has no power to correct a 
obvious that no such authority could be given by the act usurpation, and that the laws, even though made by 
of the 'ferritorial Government. That clearly has no usurped authority, must be by him enforced and ex
power to create another Government, paramount to it· ecuted, even with military force. 'l'he measures of 
self. It is equally true that, in numerous imtances in redress should be applied to the true cause of the diffi
our history, the people of a 'l'erritory have, without any culty. 'l'his obviously lies in the repeal of the clause 
previous act of Congress, proceeded to call a Convention for freedom in the act of 18~0, and therefore, the true 
of the people by their delegates; have formed a State Con- remedy lies in the entire repeal of the act of 185J, which 
stitution, which has been adopted by the people, and a effected it. Let this be done with frankness and mag. 
State Legislature assembled under it, and chosen Senators nanimity, and l(ansas be organized anew as a Free 'fer
to Congress, and then have presented said Constitution ritory, and all will be put right. 
to Congress, which has approved the same, and received But, if Congress insist on proceeding with the experi
the Senators and members of Congress who were chosen ment, then declare all the action by this spurious, 
under it before Congress had approved the same. Such foreign legislative assembly utterly inoperative and void, 
was the case of 'l'ennessee; such was the case of 111ichi- and direct a reorganization, providing proper safeguards 
gan, where the people not only formed a State Constitu- for legal voting and against foreign force. 
tion without an act of Congress, but they actually put 'l'here is, however, another way to put an end to all 
their State Government into full operation and passed this trouble there, and in the nation, without retracing 
laws, and it was approved by Congress by receiving it as steps or continuing violence, or by force compelling 
a State. 'l'he people of Florida formed their Constitution obedience to tyrannical laws made by foreign force; 
without any act of Congress therefor, six years l.Jefure and that is, by admitting that Territory as a :State, with 
they were admitted into the Union. When the people of her free constitution. 'l'rue, indeed, her numbers are 
Arkansas were about forming a State Constitution with· not such as give her a i·ight to demand admission, be
aut a previous act of Congress, in 1S35, the 'l'erritorial ing, as the President informs us, probably only about 
Governor applied to the President on the subject, who twenty-five thousand. The Constitution fixes no num
referred the matter to the Attorney-General, and his ber as necessa1·y, and the importance of now settling 
opinion, as then expressed and published, contained. the this question may well justify Congress in admitting her 
following: as a i:ltate, at this time, especially as we have good rea-

" It is not in the power of the general assembly of Arkansas son to believe that if admitted as a State, and contro
to pass any law for the purpose of electing members to a Con- versy ended, it wilJ immediately fill up with' a numer
ventio11 to form a Constitution aud State government, nor to ous and successful population. 
do any other act, directly or indirectly, to create such govern- At any rate, it seems impossible to believe that Con
ment. Every such Jaw, even though il were approved by the gress is to leave that people without redress, to have 
governor of the Territory, would be null and void; if passed enforced upon them by the army of the nation these 
by them notwithstanding his veto, by a vote of two-tbirJs of 
each branch, it would still be equally void." measures and laws of violence and oppression. Are 

He iurther decided that it was not rebellious, or insm- they to be dragooned into submission; Is that an ex
rectionMy, or even unlawful, for the people peaceably to periment pleasant to execute on our own free people? 
proceed, even without an act of Congress, in forming a 'l'he true character of this transaction is matter of ex
Constitution, and in so forming a Stll.te Constitution aud tensive notoriety. Its essential features are too obvious 
so far organizing under the same as to choose tlte to allow of any successful disguise or palliation, however 
otficern necessary for its representation in Congres;, complicated or ingenious may be the statements, or 
with a view to present the same to Congress for afl- however special the pleadings, for that purpose. 'fhe 
mission, was a power which fell clearly within the case requires some quieting, kind and prudent treat
right of the people to assemble and petition for r edress. ment by the hand of Congress to do justice and satisfy 
'l'he people of Arkansas proceeiled without an act of Con- the nation. 'l'he people of this country are peacefully 
gress, and were received into the Union accordingly. If relying on Congress to provide the competent measures 
any rights were derived to the people of Arkansas from of redress which they have the undoubted power to ad
the terms of the French treaty of cession, they equally minister. 
extended to the people of Kansas, it being. a part of the 'Jhe Attorney-General, in the case of Arkansas, $ays: 
same cession. " Congress may at pleasure repeal or modify the laws 

In this view of the subject, in the first part of August, passed by the Territorial Legislature, and may at any 
1855, a call was published in the public papers, for a time abrogate and remodel the legislature itself, an<l all 
meetingofthedtizensof Kansas, irrespective of party, lo the other departments of the 'l'erntorial Government." 
meet at Lawrence, in said Territory, on the 15th of said Treating this grievance in Kansas with ingenious ex
Angust, to take into consideration ihe propriety of call- cuses, with neglect or contempt, or riding over the 
ing a Convention of the people of the whole Territory, to oppressed with an army, and dragooning them iuto sub
co11sider that subject. 'l'hat meetinl\ was held on the 15th mission, will make no satisfactory termination. Party 
day of August last, and it proceedeu to call such Conven- success may at times be temporarily secured by adroil. 
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devices, plausible preten?es, and parti~an address; ~ut j These gentlemen proceeded to Kansas a.nd 
the permanent preservation of this Union can be mam- s nt . 1 k th · t k' t t' ' 
tained only by frankness and integrity. Justice may be / pe sever~ wee s ere 1ll a mg es unony as 
denied where it ought to be grnnted; power may perpe- to the elect10ns, etc., which had taken place in 
tuate that vassalage which violence and usurpation have J that Territory. The testimony thus taken forms 
produced; the subjugation of white freemen may be a volume of 1 t . 1 h d .. 1 l· ·rr d 
necessary, that African Slavery may succeed· but such I . near Y '1 e ve un l eu a1 0 e an 
a course must not be expecLed to produce peace :tnd closely-prmtecl pages, the substance of which 
satisfactio1'. '.n o~r count•:Y, ~o lo~g a~ the people retain was summed up on their return by the majority 
any proper sentiment of Justice, liberty, and law. (Messrs. Iloward and Sherman;· in the i'ollo ' "' J. COLLAMER. > I\ lllo 

The mnjority and minority Reports being re- REPORT 0)< THE OUT.RAGES IN KANSAS. 
cei ved, various matters relating to Kansas were A journal of proceedings, including sundry communica-
debated until the 19th of March, the House tions made to and by the Committee was kept a copy of 

b 
I h · · f which is herewith submitted. The testimony ~lso is here-

was roug 1 t to a vote on t e proposit10n O with submitted; a copy of it has been made and arranged 
the committee of elections to empower said not according to the order in which it was taken, but so as 
committee to send to Kansas for persons and to present, as clearly as possible, a consecutive hi.story of 
papers, which was modified on motion of Mr. events in the Territory, from its organization to the 19th 

day of March, A. n. 1856. 
Dunn, of Iud., so as to raise a special committee Your Committee deem it their duty to state, as briefly as 
of th rec members, to be appointed by the possible, the principal facts proven before them. ""hen 
Speaker. The resolutions raising this com- the act to organize the Territory of Kansas was passed on 

the 24th day of !\fay, 1854, the greater portion of its eastem 
mittee ga.ve it ample powers border was included in Indian reservations not open for 

'fo inquire into and collect evidence in regard to settlement; and there were but few white settlers in any 
the troubles in Kansas generally, and particularly in portion of the Territory. Its Indian population was ra
regard to any fraud or force attempted or practiced in pidly decreasing, 'vhile many emigrants from different parts 
reference to any of the elections which have taken of our country were anxiously waiting the extinction of 
place in said 'l'erritory, either under th ii law organizing the Indian title, and the establishment of a '.L'erritorial 
said Territory, or under any pretended law which may Government, to seek new homes on its fertile prairies. It 
be alleged to have taken effect there since. 'l'hat they cannot be doulJted that, if its condition as a free 'l'erritory 
shall fully investigate and take proof of all violent and had been left undist~rbed by Congress, its settlement 
tumultuous proceedings in said Territory, at any time would have been rapid, peaceful and prosperous. Its 
since the passage of the Kansas !:\ ebraska act, whether clin1ate, soil, and its easy access t~ the older settlements 
engaged in by the residents of said 'l'erritory, or by any would have made it the favored course for the tide of' 
person 01· persons from elsewhere going into said 'l'erri- e.mig'.·ation constiLntly flowi~g to. the West, aml by this 
tory, and doing, ot· encouraging others to do, any act of time it would have been ::1dm1tted mto the Uuion ::is a Free 
violence or public disturbance a.gainst the laws of the State, without the least sectional excitement. If so oro-an
United States, or the rights, peace, and safety of the ized, none but the kindest feeling could have existedbe
residents of said Territory; and for tlrn.t purpose, said tween it and the adjoining State. Their mutual interests 
CommiLtL·e shall have full power to send for, and ex- and intercourse, instead of, as now, endano-erino- the har
amine, and ULke copies of, all such papers, public re- mony of the Union, would have strengthe~ed the ties of 
cords, and proceedings, as in their judgment will be use- national brotherhood. 'l'he testimony clearly shows that 
ful in the premises; and also, to send for persons and before the propo:,ition to repeal the .\Iissouri Compr~rnk>e 
examine them on oath, or affirmation, as to matters was introduced into Congress, the people of we:;tern :'.llb
within theit· ll.nowledge, touching the matters of said in- souri appeared indilierent to the prohibition of Slavery 
vestigation; and said Committee, by their chairman, shall in the Territory, and neither asked nor desired its repeal. 
have power to administer all necessary oaths or affirma- 'Yhen, however, the prohibition was removed by the 
tions connected with their aforesaid duties. 'l'hat said act10n of Congress, the aspect of aliairs entirely changed. 
Committee may hold their investigations at such places 'l'he whole country was agitated by the reopenin" of a 
and times as to them may seem advisable, and that they controversy which conservative men in different s:ctious 
!Jave leave of ::tbsence from the duties of this House until hoped had been settled, in every State and Territory, by 
they shall have completed such investigation. That they some law beyond the danger of repeal. 'l'he excitement 
be authorized to employ one or more clerks, and one or which has always accompanied the discussiot:1 of the 
more assistant sergeants-at-arms, to aid them in their Slavery question was greatly increased, by the hope ori 
investigation; and may administer to them an oath or the one hand of extending Slavery into a region from which 
affirmation, faithfully to pe1·form the duties assianed to it had been excluded by law, and on the other by a sense 
them, re~pectively, and to keep secret all ~1atters of wrong done by wh::it was regarded as lL dishonor of 
which may come to their knowledge touching such in- a national comp<LCt. This excitement was naturally trans
vestigation, as said Committee may direct, until the. ferred into the bonier counties of l\lissouri and the 'l'erri
Report of the same shall be submitted to this House. tory, as settlers favoring free or slave institutions moved 
and said Committee may discharge any such clerk 01'. into it. A new difficulty soon occurred. Dill'crent con
assistant sergeant-at-arms for neglect of duty or clisre- structions were put upon the organic law. It was con
gard of instructions in the premises, and employ others tended by the one party that the right to hol1\ slaves in 
under like regulations. . • . . . . the Territory exllited, and that neither the people nor the 

'l'he vote of the Slave States was unanimous Territorial Legllilature could prohibit Slavery-that that 
power was alone possessed by the people when they were 

against the investigation, 17 from the Free authorized to form a State governmeut. It was con
States voting wiLh them. Yeas 101; Kays 93. tended that the removal of the restriction virtually est.a-0-

The fo!lowin
0
,.,. are the ncocrati ves from the Free lisbcd Slavery in the 'l'erritory. This claim was urged hy 

many prominent men in western ~Ii..ssouri who actively 
States: engaged in the alfairs of the 'l'erritory. Ev~rr movement 

Nays-Aga.inst the Investigation: or whatever character, which tended to estabiish free insti~ 
tutions, was regarded as an interference with their ri"ltts. 

MA!NE-'l'homas J. D. Fuller-1. "'ithi'.1 a few clays after the organk Jaw passecl, and as 
N1<:w-Yo1lK-J0hn Kelly, lVilliam W. Valk, John soon as its passage could be known on n1c borcler, leadin"' 

Wheeler, Thomas R. Whitney-4. citizens ?f Mllisouri crossed into the l'erritory, held squat': 
NEw-Jrn:>E>-George Vail-I. ter meetrngs, and then returned to their homes. Amon"' 
PENNSYLVANIA-John Cadwalader, Thomas B. Flo· their resolutions are the following: " 

rence, J. Glancy Jones-3. 
IND!ANA-W~lliam IL English, Smith Miller-2. 0/;h~~~te~:,'.\t';,~~-~,fford protection to no .Abolitionist as a settler 
M1cl1IG.\N-George ·w. Peck-1. ' "That we recognize the institution ofSlave1·y as alrea~y ex-
ILLINOts-James C. Allen, 'rhomas L. Harris, S::tmuel isting in this Territory, and a lvisc slarnholders to inLroducP, 

S. Marshall, William A. Richardson-4. 1he1r properly as early as possible." 
CALIFORN!A-Philemon 'l'. llerbert-1. Similar resolutions were passed in various parts of the 
So the resolution prevailed and 'jfessrs \Vil- Territory, and by meetings in several counties of ~Iissouri. r A II d f H" 'h. ' J 1' s . 'l'hus the first effect of the repeal of the restriction ao-ainst 

l~m . . owar , O ~ulC. igan, O ~n h?rman, Slavery was to substitut~ the resolyes of squatter mee
0

tings, 
of 01110, anJ. Mordecai Oliver, of M1ssour1, were composed almost exclustvely of l\11ssourians, for the delibc
appoiuted the Committee of Investi<ration there- ra~e :i-ction of Co.ngTess, acquiesced in for 3.5 yea1:s. 
by req · d 0 Tlus unlawful rnterference has been contrnueu 111 every 

u1re · important event in the history of the Territory : evi;rz 
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election has been controlled, not by the actual settlers, I Chapman's, over 40 miles from the Missouri State line. 
but by citizens of ll1issouri; and, as a consequence, every It was a thinly-settled region, containing but 47 voters 
officer in the Territory, from constables to legislators, ex-1 in February, 1855, when the census was taken. On the 
cept those appointed by the President, owe tlleir positions day before the election, from 100 to 150 citizens of Cass 
to non-resident voters. None have been elected by the I and Jackson Counties, Mo., came into this district., 
settlers; and your Committee have been unable to find declaring their purpose to vote, and that they were 
tbat any political power whatever, however unimportant, I bound to make l(ansas a Sia ve State, if they did it at 
bas been exercised by the people of the 'ferritory. the point of the sword. Pcr$ons of the party on the way 

In October, A. D. 1854, Governor A. II. Reeder and the drove each a stake in the ground and called it a claim
otber officers appointed by the President arrived in the and in one case several names were put on one stake. 
Territory. Settlers from all parts of the country were The party of strangers camped all night near where the 
moving in in great numbers, making their claims and election was to be held, and in the morning were at the 
building their cabins. About the same time, and before election-polls and voted. One of their party got drunk, 
any election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret and, to get rid of Dr. Chapwan, a judge of the election, 
political society was formed in the State of lllissouri. It they sent for him to come and see a sick man, and in his 
was known by different names, such as "Social Band," absence filled his place with another judge, who was not 
":Friends' Society," "Blue Lodge," "The Sons of the sworn. 'l'hey did not deny nor conceal that they were 
South." Its members were bound together by secret residents of Missouri, and many of them were recognized 
oaths, and they bad passwords, signs, and grips, by which as such by others. 'l'hey declared that they were bound 
they were known to each other. Penalties were imposed to make Kansas a Slave State. They insisted upon their 
for violating the rules and secrets of the Order. ·written right to vote in the Territory if they were in it one hour. 
minutes were kept of the proceedings of the Lodges, and After the election, they again returned to their homes in 
the different Lodges were connected together by an effec- l\lissouri, camping over night on the way. 
tive organization. It embraced great numbers of the citi- We find upon the poll-books 16l names; of these not 
zens of Missouri, and was extended into other Slave States over 30 resided in the 'l'erritory; I 31 were non-residents. 
and into the Territory. Its avowed purpose was not only But few settlers attended the election in the Yth Dis
to extend Slavery into Kansas, but also into other terri- trict, the district being large and the settlement scattered. 
tory of the United States; and to form a union of all the 82 votes were cast; of these bLtween 20 and 30 were set
friends of that institution. Its plan of operating was to , tiers, and the residue were citizens of l\1issouri. They 
organize and send men to vote at the elections in the Ter- passed into the 'l'erritory by way of the 8anta Fe road and 
ritory, to collect money to pay their expenses, and, if by the residence of Dr. Westfall, who then lived on the 
necessary, to protect them in voting. It al•o pNposed to western line of Missouri. Some little excitement arose at 
induce Pro-Slavery men to emigrate into the Territory, to the polls as to the legality of their voting, but they did 
aid and sustain them while there, and to elect ·none to vote for General \Yhitfielrl, and said they intended to 
office but those friendly to their views. 'fhis dangerous make Kansas a Slave State, and that they had claims in 
society was controlled by men who avowed their purpose the Territory. Judge Teazle, judge of the court in Jack
to extend Slavery into the Territory at all hazards, and son County, l\lissouri, was present, but did not vote. He 
was altogether the most effective instrument in organizing said he did not intend to vote, but came to see that others 
the subsequent armed invasions and fo1:ays. In ils Lodges voted. After the election, the l\lissourians returned the 
in Missouri, the affairs of Kansas were discussed, the force way they came. 
necessary to control the election was divided into bands, 'l'he election in the Ylth District was held at Fort Scott, 
and leaders selected; means were collected, and signs and in the southeast part of the 'l'erritory, and near the l\Iis
badgcs were agreed upon. While the great body of the souri line. A party of about one hundred men, from Cass 
actual settlers of the 'l'erritory were relying upon the and the counties in Missouri south of it, went into the 
rights secured to tbem by the organic law, and bad formed Territory, traveling about 45 miles, most of them with 
no organization or combination whatever, this conspiracy their wagons and tents, and camping out. They appeared 
against their rights was gathering strength in Missouri, and at the place of election. Some attempts were made to 
would have been sufficient at their first election to have swear them, but two of the judges were prevailed upon 
overpowered them, if they had been united to a man. not to do so, and none were sworn, and as many as chose 

Your Committee had great difficulty in eliciting the voted. There were but few resident voters at the polls. 
proof of the details in regard to this secret society. One The settlement was sparse-about 25 actual settlers rnted 
witness, member of the legislative council, refused to out of 105 votes cast, leavh1g SO illegal votes. After the 
answer questions in reference to it. Another declined to voting was over, the Missourians went to their wagons and 
answer fully, because to do so would result to his injury. commenced leaving for home. 
Others could or would only answer as to the general pur- 'l'he most shameless fraud practiced upon the rights of 
poses of the Society, but sufficient is disclosed in the the settlers at this election was in the YIItb District. It 
testimony to show the influence it hau in controlling the is a remote settlement., about 75 miles from the lllissouri 
elections in the Territory. line, and contained in February, A.D. 1855, t.hrec months 

The first election was for a Delegate to Congress. It was afterward, when the census was taken, but 53 YOters, and 
appointed for the 29th of November, 18!54. The Governor yet the poll-books show that 604 votes were cast. 'l'he 
divided the Territory into seventeen Election-Districts; election was held at the house of Frey McGee, at a place 
appointed Judges ::\nd prescribed proper rules for the called "110." But few of the actual set.tiers were present 
election. In the !st, Illd, VIIIlh, IXth, Xth, XIlth, at the polls. A witness who formerly resided in Jackson 
Xlllth, and XYIIth Districts there appears to have been County, l\lissouri, and was well acquainted wit.h the citi
but little if any fraudulent voting. zens of that county, says that he saw a great many wagons 

'J'he election in the Ild District was held at the village and tents at the place of election, and many individuals 
of l!nuglas, nearly fifty miles from the Missouri line. On he knew from Jackson County. Ile was in their t.ents, and 
the day before the election, large companies of men conversed with some of them, and they told him they had 
came into the district in wagons and on horseback, and come with the intention of voting. Ile went to the polls 
declared that they were from the State of l\1issouri, and intending to vote for Flenniken, and his ticket being of a 
were going to Douglas to vote. On the morning of the different color from the rest, his vote was challenged by 
election they gathereu ftround the house where the clec- Frey McGee, who bad been appointed one of the judges, 
tion wa; to be held. 'fwo of the judges appointed by but did not serve. Lemnel Ralstone, a citizen of Missouri, 
the Governor did not appear, and othe1· judges were was acting in bis place. The witness then challenged the 
elected by the crowd. All then voted. In order to vote of a yonng man by the name of Nolan, whom be 
make a pretense of right to vote, some pP.rsons of the knew to reside in J;i,ckson County. J<'inally, the thing was 
company kept a pretended reg;ster of squatte1· clain1s, hushed up, as the witness had u good many friends there 
on which any one could enter his name and then assert from that county, rmd it might lead to a fight if he chal
!1e had a claim in the 'ferritory. A citizen of the district lenged any more votes. Both voted, and he then went 
who was himself a candidute for Delegate to Congress, down to their camp. He there saw many of his old ac
was told by one of the strangers, that he would be quaintances, whom he knew had voted :_i.t the. elec~ion in 
abused and probably killed if he challenged a vote. lle August previous in lllissouri, and who still resided m that 
was seized by the collar, called a d-d Abolitionist, anu State. By a careful comparison of the poll-lists with the 
was compelled to seek protection in the room with the census-rolls, we find hut 12 names on the poll-book who 
juuges. About the time the polls "·ere closed, these were voters when the census was taken three months 
strangers mounted their horses and got into their wagons afterward and we are satisfied that not more than 20 legal 
and e.-ied out : votes could have been polled at that election. 'l'he only 

"All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." A num- residents who are known to have voted are named by the 
ber were recognized as residents of l\Iis~ouri, and witness, and are 13 in n.um!Jer-tbus leaving 58'1 il~eg~l 
among them was Samuel H. Woodson, a leadmg lawyer votes cast in a remote dlStnct, where the settlers w1thm 
of lndepentlence. Of those whose names are on the poll- many miles were acquainted. wit~ eac~ other .. 
books 35 were resident settlers and 226 were not. The total number of white rnhab1tant.s m the Xlth 

'fbe' election in the IYth District was held at Dr. District, in the month of February, A.D. 1855, including 
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men, women and children, was 36, of whom 24 were 
voters--yet. the poll-lists in this District show that 245 
votes were cast at this election. For re>1.sons stated 
hereafter in regat·d to the election on the 30th of March, 
your Committee were unable to procure the attendance 
of witnesses from this Distl"ict. From the records, it 
clearly appean that the votes cast could not have been 
by 1>1.wful resident voters. The best test, in the absence 
of dit·ect proof, by which to ascel'tain the number of 
legal voles cast, is by a comparison of the census-roll 
with the poll-book-by which it appears that but 7 
resident settlers voted, and 233 votes were illegally and 
frauduleutly cast. 

'l'he election in the XIVth District was held at the house 
of Benj>1.min Harding, a few miles from the town of St. 
Joseph, l\lisrnuri. Before the polls were opened, a large 
number of citizens of Buchanan County, Missouri, and 
among them 111any of the leading citizens of St. Joseph, 
were at the pl>1.ce of voting, and made a majorit.y of the 
company present. At the time appointed by the Gov
emor for opening the polls, two of the Judges were not 
there, and it. Lecarne the duty of the legal voters present 
to select ot.11er judges. 'l'he judge who was present* 
suggested the name of Mr. Waterson as one of the Judges 
-but. the crowd vot.ed down the proposition. Some dis
cussion then arose as to the right of non-residents to votP. 
for judg~s, during which Mr. Bryant was nominated and 
elected by the crowd. Some one nominated Col, John 
Scott as the other judge, who was then anl is now a 
resident of St .. Joseph. At that time, he was the City At
torney at that place, and so continued until this spring, 
but he claime<l that the night before he hatl come to the 
house of ~Ir. Bryant, and had engaged boarding for a 
month, and considered himself a resident of Kansas on 
that ground. The judges appointed by the Governor re
fused to put the nomination of Col. Scott to vole, because 
he was not a resident. After some discussion, Judge 
Leon;i,rd, a citizen of Missouri, stepped forward and put 
the vote liimself; and Mr. Scott was declared by him as 
elected by the crowd, and served as a judge of election 
that day. After the election was over, he returned to St.. 
Joseph, and never sin~e has rel:!idcd in the Territory. It 
is manifest that this election of a non-resident lawyer as 
a judge was imposed upon the settlers by the citizens of 
the State. When the boat·d of judges waE thus completed, 
the voti ng proceeded; but the effect of the rule adopted by 
the judge; ;illowed many, if not a majorVy of the non
residents, to vote. They claimed that their presence on 
the ground, especially when they had a claiin in the 
Territory, gave them a right to vote-under that con
struction of the law, they readily, when r , quired, swore 
they were '·residents," and then voted. By this evasion, 
as nearly as yout· Committee can ascertain from the testi
mony, as many as 50 illegal votes were cast in this Dis
trict out of 153, the whole number polled. 

The election in the XVth District was held at Pense
man's, ou Stranger Creek, a few miles from Weston, 

l\Iissouri. On the day of the election, a large number or 
citizens of Platte County, but chiefly from Weston and 
Platte City, came in small parties, in wagc1ns and on 
horseback, to the polls. Among them were several lead
ing citizens of that town, and the names of many of them 
arn given by the witnesses. They generaily insisted 
upon their right to vote, on the ground that every man 
having a claim in the 'l'erritory could vote, no matter 
where he lived. All voted who chose. No man was 
challenged or sworn. Some of the residents did not vote. 
The purpose of the strangers in voting was declared lo be 
to make Kansas a Slave State. We find by the poll-books 
that 306 votes were cast-of these we find but 57 are on 
the census-rolls as legal vot.ers in Febrnary following. 
Your Committee is satisfied from the testimony that not 
over 100 of those who voted had any right so to do, leav
ing at least 211 6 illegal votes cast. 

The election in the XVIth District was held at Leaven
worth. It was then a small village of three or four 
houses, located on the Delaware Reservation. There 
were but comparatively few settlers then iu the district, 
but the number r~pidly increased afterward. On the 
day before and on the day of the election, a great many 
citizens of Platte, Clay aud Ray counties crossed the 
river-most of them camping in tent.s and wagons about 
the town," like a camp-meeting." They were in compa
nies or messes of ten to fifteen in each, and numbered in 
all several hundred. 1'he yhrought their own provision 
and cooked it themselves, and were generally armed, 
l\Iany of them were known by the witnesses, and their 
names given, and their names are found upon the poll
books. Among them were several persons of influence 
where they resided in ?.Iissouri, who heh!, or hat! held, 
high offici<1l positions io that State. '!'hey claimed to be 
residents of the Territory, from the fact th'lt thty were 
then present, and insisted upon the rigltt to vote, and did 
vote. Their avowed purpose in doing so was to make 
Kansas a Slave State. 'l'hese st.rangers crowded around 
the polls, and it was with great diftkulty that the 'ettlers 
couLJ get to the polls. One resident at.tempted to get to 
the polls in the afternoon, but was crowded ;i,nd pulled 
back. Ile then went outside of tl1e crowd and hurrahed 
for Gen. Whitfield, and some of those who did not know 
him said," that's a good Pro-Slavery man," and lifted 
him over their heads so that he crawled on tlteir heads 
and put in his vole. A person who eaw from the color of 
his ticket that it was not for Gen. Whitfield, cried out, 
"He is a damned Abolitionist-let him down;" and they 
dropped him. Others were passed to the polls in tl:le 
same w~•y, and others crowded up in the best way they 
could. After this mockery of an election was over, the 
non-residents returned to their homes in ~lissouri. Of 
the 312 votes cast, not over 150 were by legal voters. 

The following abstract exhibits the whule number of 
votes at this elect.ion, for each candidate; the nulllber of 
leg1d and illegal votes cast in each district; anti the num. 
ber of legal votes in each district in February fo:lowing: 

ABSTRACT OF CENSUS A,."l"D ELECTION NOV. 29, 1854. 
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I Lawrence .••••••••..•..••••...•......•. 46 188 51 15 300 369 30') 

II Dougl:i.s .................. . ............. 235 2J 6 26l 199 3,) 226 
IH Stiason's ............................... 411 7 47 101 47 
IV Dr. Chapman's ......................... 140 21 161 47 30 131 
v H. Sherman's .•...•......••...•........ 63 4 15 82 442 30 1\2 

VI Fort Scott ..•...•.•....•..••..........•. 105 105 253 25 80 
Yll "116 " ........ 597 7 604 {)g 20 58-i 

VIII Council Grove.::::::::.::::::::::::::: 16 16 39 16 
IX Reynold's ............•..••..••.•...... 9, 3l 4·1 :>6 40 
x Big Blue Cross ......................... 2 6 29 37 6:3 37 

xr Marysville ............................. 287 3 5 245 2± 7 2:33 
XU 'Varton 's Store •..••..•...••............ 81 9 1 4l 7d 41 

Xll r Osawkie ............................... 69 1 1 71 96 71 
XIV Hrtrding's ........... ................... 130 23 153 334 108 5'l 
xv Penseno .•.•.••. ...................... 267 39 306 308 100 216 

XVI Leavenwort.h .....•••••••. - ••..••.•••.• 2:32 80 312 385 1~0 162 
xnr Shawnee Agency. ..................... 49 13 62 50 62 

XVIII 28 
--

249 1305121 
--

___ , __ 
Total. ............... 2268 2871 1114 

I 
1729 .... ·········· I 

* Benjamin Harding. 
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Thus your Committee find that in this, the first election I by Colonel Young and others, calling for volunteers to go 
in the Tel'l'itol'y, a Yery large m"jol'ity of Uie votes were to other districts where there were not Missourians enough 
cast by citiz.:ns of the State of Missouri, in violation of the l to control the election, as there were more at Lawrence 
organic law of the 'l'erritory. Of the legal votes cast, than were needed there. Many volunteered to go, and 
Gen. Whitfield received a plurality. 'l'he sett.lers took the morning of the election several companies, from 150 to 
but little interest in the election, not one-half of them vot-1200 men each, went off to 'l'ecumseh, Hickory Point, 
iog. 'l'his 111ay be accounted for, from the fact that the Bloomington, and other places. On the morning of the 
settlemeuts were scattered over a great extent--that the election, the lllissourians came over to tbe place of voting 
term of tie Delegate to be elected was short-and that from their camp, in bodies of one hundred at a time. Mr. 
the quest.on of Free and Slave institutions was not gene- Blanton not appearing, another judge was appointed in 
rally regudecl by them as disti~ctly at issue. Under his place-Colonel Young claiming that, as the people of 
t.hese circum,tar.ce<, a systematic invasion from an the 'l'erritory had two judges, it was nothing more than 
adjoining State , by which large numbers of illegal votes right that the Missourians should liave the other.one, to 
were ca>t in remote and sparse settlements for the look after their interests; and Robert E. Cumrnms was 
avowed pul'pose of extending Slavery into the Territory, elected in Blanton's stead, because he considered that 
even thouglt it did not change the result of the election, every man bad a right to vote if he had been in the '.1.'erri
was a criu1e of gl'eat magnitude. lts immediate effect tory but an hour. 'l'he l\Iissourians brought their tickets 
was to further exc:ite the people of the Northern States- with them; but, not having enough, they had three hun
iuduce act:; of retaliation, and exasperate the actu<i.l set- dred more printed in Lawrence on the evening before and 
tiers agaiust their neighbon in Mis:;ouri. the day of election. They had white ribbons in their but-

In January and llebruary, A.D. 1855, the Governor ton-holes to distinguish themselves from the settlers. 
caused an enumeration to be taken of the inhabitants and ""hen the voting commenced, the question of the legality 
qualified voter:; in the Territory, an abstract of which is of the vote of a l\Ir. Page was raised. Before it was de-
here given: cided, Coloael Samuel Young stepped up to the window 

'.total population. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 8501 where the votes were received, and said he would settle 
'.l.'otal voters . . . . ......... 2905 the matter. The vote of Mr. Page was withdrawn, and 
Natil·es of the United States ............... 7161 Colonel Younu offered to vote. He refnsed to take the 
Of foreign birth.. .. .. ....... . . . . . . . . . . . 409 oath prescrib~d by the Governor, but swore he was a resi-
Slaves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 242 dent of the Territory, upon which his vote was received. 
:Free negroes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 lle told l\Ir. Abbott, one of th <! judges, when asked if he 

On the same dtty the census was completed, the Governor intended to make Kansas his future home, that it wa~ 
issued hi:; proclamation for an election to be held on the 30th none of bis business· that if he were a resident then he 
of lllarch, A.D. 1835, for members of the Legislative Assem- should ask no more. 'After his vote was received, Colonel 
bly of the Territory. It prescribed the boundaries of dis- Young got up in the window-sill and announced to the 
tricts, the places for polls, the names of jurlges, the appoint- crowd that he had been permitted to vote, and they could 
rnent of membe1's, and recited the qualification of voters. If all come up and vote. He told the judges that there was 
it bad been ohservcd, a just and fair election would have re- no use in swearing the others, as they would all swear as 
fleeted the will of the people of the Territory. llefo re the he had done. After the other judges concluded to receive 
election, false and inftammatory rumors were b\1sily circula- Colonel Young's vote l\lr. Abbott resigned as judge of 
tedamongthepeopleofWesternlllllisouri. '£he number and election and l\Ir. Benj'amin was elected in his place. 
character of the emigration then passing into the 'l'erritory 'l'he p'olls were so much crowded until late in the evening, 
were grossly exaggerated and misrepresented. 'l'hrough the that for a time when the men had voted, they were obligeu 
active exertions of many of its leading citizens, aided by to g~t out by b~ing hoisted up on the roof of the building 
the secret societies before referred to, the passions and where the election was being held, and pass out over the 
prejudices of tl1e people~f that State were greatly excited. house. Afterwarrl a passage-way through the crowd was 
Several resiuents there Tiave testified to the character of made by two lines' of men being formed, through which 
the report:; circulated among and credited by the people. the v~ters could get up to the polls. Colonel Young asked 
'£hese elforts were successful. By an organized move- that the old men be allowed to go up first and vote, as 
ment, which extended from Andrew County in the north they were tired with the traveling, and wanted to get ha<!' 
to Jasper County in the south, and as far eastwaru as to camp. 
Boone and Cole counties, companies of men were arranged '!'he l\lissourians sometimes came up to the polls in I' 
in regular parties and sent into ooery council diott'i..:t in cession two by two and voted. • 
the Te1•1·itu1 ·y, and into OOM'Y repr•e11entative di"t1·id Durit;" the day the Missourians drove off the ground 
bnt one. Tho.! numbers were so distributed as to control some of the citize1~s l\1r. Stevens, l\Ir. Bond, and lllr. Willis. 
the election in each district. They went to vote, ancl wit!J They threatened to' shoot l\lr. Bond, and a crowd rusheol 
the a\'owed dP,sign to make Kai;isas a Slav~ Slat~. 'l'hey after him, threatening him ; and, as he ran from them, 
were generally armed and equipped, earned with them some shots were fired at him as he jumped off the bank of 
their own pro\'isions and tents, and so marched into the the river and made bis escape. The citizens of the town 
•rerrito1y. '£he details of this invf'.sion from the ma~s of went over in a body, late in the afternoon, when the polls 
the te,;t1mony t:tken by your comm:ttee are so. ''.olununous had become comparatively clear, and yotcd. 
that we can here state but the leading facts elicited. The whole number of nnmes appearing upon the poll-

!ST .DISTRICT-MARCH 30, 1955.-LAWllENCE. 
The company of persons who marched into this district 

collected in ltay, Howard, Carroll, Boone, La l"ayette, 
Randolph, Saline, and Cass counties, in the State of Mis
souri. '!'heir expenses were paid-those who conld not 
come contributing provisions, wagons, etc. Provisions were 
deposited for those who were expected to come to Lawrence, 
in the house of William Lykins, and were distributed among 
the Missourians after they arrived there. '.l.'he evening 
before and the morning of the day of election, about 1000 
men from the above counties arrived llt Lawrence, and 
encamped in a ravine a short distance from town, near 
the place of voting. They came in wagons-of which there 
were over oue hundred-and on horseback, under the 
command of Colonel Samuel Young, of Boone County, l\lis
soul"i, anrl Claiborne I'. Jackson, of Missouri. '!'hey were 
armed with guns, rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives, and had 
tents, music, and flags with them. '£hey brnught with 
them two pieces of artillery, loaded with musket-balls. 
On their way to Lawrence, some of them met Mr. N. B. 
Blanton, who had been appointed one of the judges of 
election by Governor Reeder; and, after learning from 
him that he considered it his duty to demand an oath from 
them as to their place of residence, first attempted to 
bribe, and then threatened bim with hanging, in order to 
induce him to uispense with that oath. In consequence 
of these threats, he dirl not appear at the polls the next 
morning to act as judge. 

The evening before t!1e election, while in camp, the 
Missourians were called together at the tent of Captain 
Claiborne I'. J aeksou, and speeches were made to them 

lists is 1,034. After full examirrntion, we are satisfierl 
that not over 232 of these were legal votel's, and 802 
were non-resident and illegal voters. 'l'his District is 
stronuly in favor of making Kansas a Free State, and 
the ·e Mis no doubt that the l<' ree-State candidates for the 
legislature would have been elected by la rge majorities, 
if none but the actual settlers had YOted. At the preced
in,,. election in November, 1854, where none but legal 
vo"ters were polled, General Whitfi.eld, who received the 
full strength of the Pro-Slavery party, got but 46 votes. 

!Io DISTR!CT-BLOO~l!NGTO~. 
On th.e morning of elect~n, the judges appointed by 

the Governol' appeared and opened the polls. '!'heir 
names were IT:trrison Burson, Nathaniel Hamsay, and 
~Ir. Ellison. 'l'he Missou1·ians began to come in early in 
the morning, some 500 or 600 of them, in wagons and car
riages, aud on horseback, under the lead o~ ~an~uel J. 
Jones, then Postmaster of Westport, ~lissoun, Ch~iborn.e 
F. Jackson, and Mr. Steely, of Independence, ~l1:;s?un. 
Thev were armed with double-barl'elerl guns, nfles, 
bo11:ie-knives and pistols and had flag,; hobted. '!'hey 
held a sort of info1·mal ciection, off at one side, at first 
for Governor of Kansas and shortly afterward announced 
Thomas Johnson of Sh'awnee Mission, elected Governor. 
The polls had b~en opened bnt a short time, when lllr. 
Jones marched with the crowd up to the wmciow, and 
demanded that thev should be allo11·ed to vote without 
swearinu as to theil' residence. After some noisy and 
threate1~inoo talk Cl:tiborne I<'. Jackson aLlcil'essed the 
crowd sayln" th~y had come there to vole, that they had 
a right to vote if t.hey had been there but five minutes, 
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and he was not willing to go home without voting; this I returns of the election made to the Governor were lost 
was received with cheers. Jackson then called upon by the Committee of Elections of the Legi$lature at Paw
them to form into little bands of fifteen or twenty, which nee. The duplicate returns left in the ballot-box y;cre 
they did, and went to an ox-wagon filled with guns,/ taken by F. K Laley, one of the judges elected by the 
which were distributed among them, and proceeded to lllissourians, and were either lost or deotroyed in h's 
load 1\0me of them on the ground. In pursuance of house, so that your Committee have been unable to 
Jackson's request, they tied white tape or ribbons in institute a comparisnn between the poll-lists anrl census 
their buttonholes, so as to distinguish them from the returns of this district. The testimony, however, is nni
" Abolitionists." They again demanded that the Judges form, that not even thirty of those who voted there that 
should resign, and upon their refusing to do so, smashed day were entitled to vote, leaving 311 illegal votes. "-e 
in the window, sash and all, and presented their pistols are satisfied from the testimony that, had the actual set
and guns to them, threatening to shoot them. Some one tiers alone voted, the Free-State candidates would have 
on the outside cried out to them not to shoot, as there been elected by a handsome majority. 
were Pro-Slavery men in the room with the judges. 
They then put a pry under the corner of the house, which 
was a log house, and lifted it up a few inches and let it 
fall again, but desisted upon being told there were Pro
Slavery men in the house. During this time, the crowd 
repeatedly demanded to be allowed to vote without being 
sworn, and :\Ir. Ellison, one of the judge>, expressed him
self willing, but the ot.her two judges refused; thereupon 
a body of men, headed by" Sheriff Jones," rushed into 
the judges' room with cocked pistols and drawn bowie
knives in their hands, and approached Burson and Ram
say. Jones pulled out his watch, and said he would give 
them five minutes to resign in, or die. When the five 
minutes had expired and the judges did-not resign, Jones 
said he would give them another minute, and no more. 
Ellison told his associates that if they did not resign, there 
would be one hundred shots fired in the room in less than 
fifteen ruinutes; and then, snatching up the ballot-box, 
ran out into the crowd, holding up the ballot-box and 
burrahing for l\Iissouri. About that time Burson, and 
Ramsay were called out by their friends, and not suffered 
to return. As Mr. Burson went out, he put the ballot 
poll-books in his pocket, and took them with him; and as 
he was going out, Jones snatched some papers away from 
him, and shortly afterward came out himself holding 
them up, crying" Hurrah tor i1iioo0uri !" After he discov
ered they were not the poll-books, he took a party of men 
with him and started oJf to take the poll-books from Bur
son. l\Ir. Burson saw them coming, and he gave the 
books to l\Ir. Umberger, and told him to start off in 
aqother direction, so as to mislead Jones and his party. 
Jones and his party caught l\1r. Umberger, took the poll
books away from him, and Jones took 111111 up behiu<l him 
on a horse, and carried him back a prisoner. After Jones 
and his party had taken Umberger back, they went to the 
house of l\Ir. Ramsay and took .Judge John A. Wal<efield 
prisoner, and carried him to the place of election, and 
made him get up on a wagon and make them a speech; 
after which they put a white ribbon in his button-hole 
and let him go. 'l'hey then chose two new judges, and 
proceeded with the election. 

'l'hey also threatened to kill the judges if they did not 
receive their votes without swearing them, or eLie resign. 
They said no man should vote who would sulJmit to be 
sworn-that they would kill any one that 1rould olfer to 
do so-" shoot him,"" cut his guts out,'' etc. 'l'hey said 
no man should vote this day unless he voted an open 
ticket, and was " all right on the goose," and that if they 
could not vote by fair means, they would by foul means. 
'!'hey said they had as much right to vote, if they had 
been in the 'ferritory two minutes, as if they had been 
there for two years, and they would vote. Some of the 
citizens who were about the window, but had not voted 
when the crowd of l\Iissourians marched up there, upon 
attempting to vote, were driven back by the mob, or 
driven off. One of them, Mr. J. l\I. Macey, was asked if 
he would take the oath, and upon his replying that he 
would if the judges required it, he was dragged through 
the crowd away from the polls, amid cries of " Kill the 
d-d nigger-thief," "Cut his throat,"" Tear his heart 
out," etc. After they had got him to the outside of the 
crowd, they stood around him with cocked revolvers and 
drawn bowie-knives, one man putting a knife to his 
heart- so that it touched him, another holding a cocked 
pistol to his ear, while another struck at him with a club. 
'J'he Missourians said they had a right to vote if they had 
been in the Territory but five minutes. Some said they 
had been hired to come there and vote, and get a dollar 
a day, and, by G-d, they would vote or die there. 

They said the 30th day of Jlfarch was an important day, 
as Kansas would be made a Slave State on that day. 
'l'hey began to leave in the direction of Missouri in the 
afternoon, after they had voted, leaving some thirty or 
forty around the house where the election was held, to 
guard the polls until after the election was over. 'fhe 
citizens of the Territory were not around, except those 
who took part in the mob, and a large portion of them 
did not vote: 3H votes were polled there that day, 
of which but some thirty were citizens. A protest 
against the election was made to the Governor. The 

ll!D DISTRICT-TECU~iSF.H. 
For some days prior to the election, companies of men 

were organized in Jackson, Cass, and Clay counties, :'>Io., 
for the purpose of coming to the Territory and voting in 
this Vth district. The d1ty previous to the election, some 
400 or 500 l\Iissourians, armed with guns, pistols, and 
knives, came into the 'l'errit.ory and camped, some at 
Bull Creek, and others at Potawatarnie Creek. Their 
camps were about sixt.een miles apart. On the evening 
before the election, Judge Hamil.ton of the Cass County 
Court, l\lo .. came from the Potawatamie Creek camp to 
Bull Creek for sixty more Missourians, as they had 
not enough there to render the election certain, and 
about that number went down there with him. On the 
evening before the election, Dr. l3. C. Westfall was elect
ed to act as one of the Judges of Election in the Bull 
Creek precinct, in place of one of the judges appointed 
by the Governor, who, it was said, would not be there the 
next day. Dr. 1-Vestfall was at that time a citizen of 
Jackson County, l\Io. On the morning of the election, 
the polls for Bull Creek precinct were opened, and, with
out swearing the judges, they prncee<led' to receive the 
votes of all who offered to vote .. For the sake of appear
ance, they would get some one to come to the window 
antl offer to vote, and when asked to be sworn he would 
pretend to grow angry at the judges anrl would go away, 
and his name would be put down as having offered to 
vote, but "rejected, refusing to be sworn." '£his 
arrangement was made previously and perfectly under
stood by the judges. :But few of the residents of the 
district were present at the elect.i,.on, and only thirteen 
voted. 'l'he number of votes cast "1 the precinct was 398. 

One illissourian voted for himself and then voted for 
his little son, but 10 or 11 years old. Col. Coffer, Henry 
Younger and l\Ir. Lyidns, who were voted for and elect
ed to the Legislat.ure, were residents of l\Iissouri at the 
time. Col. Coffer subsequently married in the Territory. 
After the polls were closed, the ret.urns were made, and 
a man, claiming to be a magistra~, certified on them 
that he had sworn the judges of election before opening 
t-he polls. In the Potawatamie precinct, the Missourians 
attended the election, and after threatening l\Ir. Ches
nut., the only judge present appointed by I-lie Governor, 
to induce him to resign, they proceeded to elect two 
other judges-one a lllissourian and the other a resident 
of another precinct of that district. The polls were then 
opened, and all the Missourians 1vere allowed to vote 
without being sworn. 

After the polls were closed, and the returns made out 
for the signature of the judges, l\Ir. Chesnut refused to 
sign them, as he did not consider them correct returns 
of legal voters. 

Col. Colfer, a resident of Missouri, but elected to the 
Kansas Legislature from that district at that election, en
deavored with others to induce l\Ir. Chesnut by threats 
to sign the returns, which he refused to do, and left the 
house. On his way home, he was fired at by some l\Iis
sourians, though not injured. '!'here were three illegal 
to one legal vote given there that day. At the Big Layer 
precinct, the judges appointed by the Governor me~ 
at the time appointed, and proceeded to open the polls, 
after being duly sworn. After a few votes had be~n re
ceived, a party of lllsssourians came into the yanl of 
the house where the election was held, and, unloading a 
wagon filled with arms, stacked their guns in the ya1·d, 
and came up to the window and rlemandetl to be admit
ted to vote. 'l'1Yo of the judges decided to re~eil·e the r 
votes, whereupon the third judge, ~lr. J. 111 Arthur, re
signed, aud another was chosen in his place. Col. 
Young, a citizen of Missouri, but a candidate for, and 
elected to, the Territorial LegiobtiYe Council, was pre
sent and voted in the precinct. II e claim ell that all 
l\1issouri~ns who 11·ere present on the day of P.lection 
were entitled to vote. But thirt.y or forty of the cit'zens 
of the precinct were present, and many of thelll did not 
vote. At the Little Sugar precinct, the elecLon seemed 
to have been conducted fairly, and there a Free-State 
majority was polled. From the testimony, the whole 
district appears to have been largely Ji'ree-State, and, 
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had none but actual settlers voted, the Free-State ?at?di- /the Council an? a Representative, anrl its vote was con· 
dates would have be~n ~lected by a 11_1.rge maJonty.

1 

trolled by the illegal vote cast there. The census sh 
From a careful examl!lat10n of the testunony and the 39 votes in it-37 votes were cast of whom a · ~ls 
records, we find that from 200 to 225 legal votes were / voted the Free-State ticket ' maJou Y 
polled out of 885, the total number given in the precincts • · 
of the Yth District. Of the legal votes cast the ]free- IXTII DISTRICT. 
State candidates received 152. ' Fort Riley and Pawnee are in this District. The lat-

VITII DISTRICT-FORT SCOTT. 
A company of citizens from Missouri, mostly from 

Bates County, came into this District the day before the 
election, some camping and others putting up at the 
public-house. They numbered ft om 100 to 200, and came 
m wagons and on horseback, carrying their p rovisions 
and tents with them, and were generally armed with pis
tols .. They declared their purpose to vote, and claimed 
the right to do so. They went to the polls generally in 
small bodies, with tickets in their hands and many if 
not all, voted. In some cases, they decl~red that tl;ey 
had voted, and gaye their reasons for sci doing. J\Ir. 
Anderson, a Pro-i:llavery candidate for the Le"islature 
endeavored to dissuade the non-residents fro~ voting' 
because he did not wish the election contested. 'l'hi~ 
person, however, insisted upon voting, and upon his 
r ight. to vote, and did so. ::\ o one was challenged or 
sworn, and all voted who desired to. Out of 35lJ votes 
cast, not over 100 were legal, and but G.t of these 
named in the census taken one month before bv J\lr. 
Barber, the candidate for Council, voted. J\Iany ~f the 
Free-State men did not vote, but your Committee is sat
isfied that, of the legal votes cast, the Pro-Slavery candi
dates received a majority. J\Ir. Anderson one of these 
candidates, was an unmarried man, who dame into the 
District from J\Iissouri a few days before the election 
and boardetl at the public-house until tl1e day after th~ 
election. He then took with him the poll-lists and did 
not return to Fort Scott until the occasion of a h011bacue 
the week before the election of October 1, 1855. IJ e 
voted at that election, and after it left, and has not since 
been in the District. S. A. \Villiams the other Pro
Slavery candidate, at the time of th~ election had a 
claim in the Territory, but his legal residence was not 
there until after the election. 

VIlTII DISTRICT. 
From two to three hundred men, from the State of 

Missouri, came in wagons or on horseback to the elec
tion ground at Switzer's Creek, in the VII th' District and 
encamped near the polls, on the day precedin~ the 
election. They were armed with pistols and other"'wea
pons, and declared their purpose to vote, in order to se
cure the election of Pro-Sla\·ery members. They said 
they were disappointed in not finding more Yanke•;s 
t here, and that they had brought more men than were 
necessary to counterbalance their vote. A number of 
them wore badges of blue ribbon, with a motto and the 
company \~·e'.e und.er the direction of leaders. ''l'hey de
clared then· mtent10n to conduct themselves peacefully 
unless the residents of the Territory attemptetl to sto1; 
them from voting. 'fwo of the judges of election ap
pointecl by Governor Reeder refused to serve where
upon t11·0 others were appointed in their steaJ by the 
crowd of Missourians who surrounded the polls. 'l'he 
n"wly-appointecl judges refused to take the oath pre
scrilJed by UoYernor Reeder, but made one to suit them
selves. Antlrew Johnson rer1uested each voter to swear 
if he had a claim in the Territory, and if he had voted in 
another district. The judges did not take the oath pre
scribecl, but were sworn to receive all legal votes. The 
Missourians voted without being sworn. 'l'hey sup
ported IL J. Stickler for Council, and J\I. W. lllcUee for 
ltepreseutative. 'l'hey left the evening of the election. 
Some of them started on horseback for Lawrence as 
they said they could be there before night, irnd all w'ent 
the way they came. The census,list shows 53 legal voters 
in the District. 253 votes were cast; of these 25 were 
r esidents, 17 of whom were in the District when the cen
sus was taken. Some of the residents present at the 
polls did not vote, declaring it useless. Uanclidates de
clined to run on the Free-State ticket because they were 
unwilling to run the risk of so unequal a contest-it be
ing known that a great many were coming up from l\Ls
souri to vote. l'\ early all the settlers were Free-State 
men, and 2:3 of the 25 legal votes given were cast for the 
only Free-State candidate running. J\lobiller l\IcGee. 
who was declared elected Representative, had a claim-a 
saw-mill and a house in the 'l'erritory-and he was there 
part of the time. But his legal residence is now, and was 
then, near Westport, in J\lissouri, where he owns and 
conuucts a valuable farm, and where his family resides. 

VIIlTII DISTRICT. 
Tliis was attached to the Vlltb District for member of 

7 

ter place was selected by the Governor as the tempo
rary ca~ital, and he designed there to expend the sum!! 
appropnated by Congress in the construction of ~uitabiu 
houses ~or the Legislature. A good deal of building wa~ 
then bel!lg done at t1_1e fort near by. For these reasons, 
~ numl?er ~f ~ech.amcs, mostly !rom Pennsylvania, came 
Illto t.h1s d1stnct m J\Iarch, 18o5, to seek employment. 
Some of these voted at the election. 'l'he construction 
of the capital was first postponed, then abandoned and 
finally the site of the town was declared by the s'ecre
tary of War to be within the military reservation of 
Fort Riley. Some of the inhabitants returned to tho 
States, and .some went to other parts of the 'l'erritory. 
Your Committee find that they came as settlers intend
ing to remain as such, and were entitled to vote'. 

XTII DISTRICT. 
_I n this dist.rict., ten persons belonging to t.he Wyandot 

tnbe of Incl!ans voted. 'l'hey wP.re of that class who 
under the law were entitled to vote; but their residence 
was iu l \yandot Village, at the mouth of Kansas ltiver 
and they had no right to vote in this district. The)~ 
voted the Pro-Slavery ticket.. Eleven men recently from 
Pennsyh·ania voted the I•'ree-State Ticket. From the 
testimony, they had not, at the ti rue of the election so 
established their residence as to have entitled them' to 
vote. In both these classes of cases, the judges exam
ined the voters under oath and allowed them to vote. 
and in all respects the election seems to have been con 
ducted fairly. The rejection of both would not. havO' 
changed the result. This and tl~e Ylllth Electiou District 
formed one representative district, and was the only one 
to which the invasion from J\l issouri did not extend. 

XInr DISTRICT, 
The IXth, Xth, Xlth and Xllth Election District.!l 

being all sparsely settled, were attached together as d 
Council District, and the Xlth and Xllth as a Uepre
sentative District. 'l'his Election District is 60 miles north. 
from Pa1rnee, and 150 miles from Kansas City. It is the 
northwest settlement in the 'l'erritory, and contained, 
when the census was taken, but 36 inhabitants, of whom 
24 were voters. There was on the tlay of election no 
white set'.lement about Marysville, the place of voting, 
for 40 miles, except that J\farshall and Ilishop kept a 
store and ferry at the crossing of the Ilig Dlue and rhe 
California r ad. Your Committee were unable to pro
cure witnesses from this district. Persons who were pre
sent at the election were .duly snmmoned by an oflicer, 
and among them was F. J . l\larshall, the member of the 
House from that district. On hie return, the ofticer was 
arrested and detained, and lJersons bearing the names 
of some of the witnesses summoned were stopped nea.r 
Lecompton, and did not appear before the Committee. 
The returns show that, in defiance of the Governor's 
proclamation, the votir1g was viva voce, instead of by 
ballot. 328 names appear upon the poll-books as voting, 
and by comparing these names with those on the census 
rolls, we find that but seven of the latter voted. The 
pernon voted for as ltepresentative, F. J. J\Iarshall, was 
chief owner of the store at Marysville, and was there 
sometimes, but his faru:ly lived in Weston. John Don· 
aldson, the candidate voted for the Council, then lived 
in Jackson Uounty, J\Iissouri . 

On the day after the election, J\Ir. J\Iarshall, with 25 or 
30 mi.n from Weston, Mo., was on the way from J\Iarys
ville to the ::'tate. Some of the party to ld a witness who 
had former ly resided at \Veston, tltat they were up at 
~larysviile and carried the day for l\Iissouri, and that 
they had votetl about 150 votes. l\Ir . l\larshall paid the 
bill at that point for the party. 

~'here does not appear to have been any emigration 
into that district in l\Iarch, 1855, after the census wa~ 
taken, and, judging from the best test in the power of 
your Committee, there were but seven legal votes cast in 
the district, and 321 illegal. 

XlITH DISTRICT. 
'l'he election in this district was conducted fairly . 

complaint was made that illegal votes were cast. 

Xlll't'II DISTRICT. 

No 

Previous to the clay of election, several hundreds of 
J\Iissourians from Platte, Clay, Boone, Clinton, and How
ard counties, came into the district in wagons and on 
horseback, and camped there. They were armed with 
guns, revolvers, and bowie-knives, and had badges of 
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hemp in their button-holes and elsewhere about their 
persons. 'l'hey claimed to have a right to vote, from the 
fact that they were there on the ground, and had, or 
intended to make, claims in the Territot·y, although their 
families were in l\Iissouri. 

'l'he judges appointed by the Governor opened the 
polls, and some persons offered to vote, and when their 
votes were rejected on the ground that they were not 
residents of the district, the crowd threatened to tear the 
house down if the judges did not leave. 'l'he judges then 
withdt·ew, taking the poll-books with them. The crowd 
then proceeded to select other persons to act as judges, 
and the election went on. Those per·sons voting who 
were sworn were asked if they considered th emselves 
residents of the district, and if they said they did, they 
were allowed to vote. But few of the residents were 
present and voted, and the Free-State men, as a general 
thing, did not vote. After the !llissomfans got through 
voting, they returned home. A formal return was made 
by the judges of election setting out the facts, but it was 
not verified. 'l'he number of legal voters in this district 
was 96, of whom a majority were F1·ee-State ·men. Of 
these - voted. 'l'he total number of votes cast was 296. 

XIVTH DISTRICT. 

It was generally rumored in this district, for some days 
before the election, that the l\lissourians were coming 
over to vote. Previous to the election," men from llfis
souri C[tme into the district, and electioneered for the 
Pro-Slavery candidates. Gen. David It. Atchison and a 
party controlled the nominations in one of the primary 
elections. · 

BURR OAK PRECINCT. 

Several hundred llfissourians from Iluchanan, Platte, 
and And,·ew counties, l\Io., including a great many of the 
prominent citizens of St. Joseph, ca.me into this precinct 
the day before, and on the day of election, in wagons 
and on horses, and encamped t.here. Arrangements were 
made for them to cross the ferry at St. Joseph free of 
expense to themselves. They were armed with bowie
knives and pistols, guns and rifles. On the morning of 
the election, the Free-State candidates resigned in a 
body, on account of the presence of the large numter of 
arme<l Missourians, at which the crowd cheered and 
hurrahed. Gen. B. F. Stril)gfellow was present, and was 
prominent in promoting tile election of the Pro-Slavery 
ticket, as was also the Hon. Willard P. Hall, and others 
of the most prominent citizens of St. Joseph, :\Io. But 
one of the judges of election, appointed by the Governor, 
served on that day, and the crowd chose two others to 
supply the vacancies. 

'l'he Missourians said tbey came there to vote for, and 
secure the election of, Majot· Wm. P. Richardson. l\Iajor 
Richardson, elected to the Council, had a farm in 
!llissouri , where his wife and daughter !ived with his son
in-law, Willard P. Hall, he himself generally going home 
to l\Iissouri every Saturday night. 'l'he farm was gene
rally kno1Vn as the !Uchardson farm. He had a claim in 
the ·Territo1·y, upon which was a saw-mill, and where he 
generally remained during the week. 

Some of the l\Iissourians gave as their reason for voting 
that they had heard that eastern emigrants were to be at 
that election, tl1ough no eastern emign,nts were there. 
Others said they were going to vote for the purµose of 
making Ka,nsas a. Sla,ve t) tate. 

So me clairn eu th:u they ha<l a right to vote, under the 
provisioDs of the .Kansas-\' ebrnsk.a IJiil, from the !"act that 
tney were present on the ground on the day of election. 

'l'he F,·ee-State men generally did not vote, and 
those who did vote, voted generally for John H. White
head, Pro-Slavery, for Co.uncil, against Major \Vm. P. 
Richardson, and did not vote at all for members of the 
Lower House. 

'l'he parties were pretty nearly equally divided in the 
district, some being or opinion that the Free-State 
party had a small majority, and others that the Pro-
8lavery party had a small majority. Afr.er the election 
was ove1· and the polls were closed, the llfissourians re
turned home. Du1 ing the d[l,y, they had provisions and 
liquor served out, free of expense, to all. 

DONIPHAN PRKC!NCT. 

The evening before the election, some 200 or more 
llfissourians from Plat.te, Buchanan, Saline, and Clay 
counties, l\Iissouri, came into this precinct, with tents 
music, wagons, and provisions, and armed with guns' 
t·if!es, pistols, and bowie-knives, and encamped about 
two miles from the place of voting They said they came 
to vote, to make Kansas a Slave State, and intended to 
return to Missouri after they had voted . 

On the morning of the election, the Judges appointed 
by the Governor would not serve, and others were 
appointed by the crowd. 'l'he Missourians were allowed 

to vote without being sworn-some of them voting as 
many as eight or nine times; changing their hats and 
coats, and giving in ditrerent names each time. After 
they had voted, they returned to i\lissouri. ~'he ~'re~
State men generally did not vote, though constituting a 
majority in the precinct. Upon counting the ballots in 
the box and the names on the poll-lists, it was found 
that there were too many ballots, and one of the judges 
of election took out ballots enough to make the two num
bers correspond. 

\VOLF RIVER PREC!XCT. 

The number of voters in the district by the census was 
334--of these 124 '.'oted. 'l'he testimony shows that quite 
a number of persons whose legal residence 1Ya~ in the 
populous comity of Iluchanan, J\Io ., on the opposite side 
of the river, had claims in the Territory. Some ranged 
cattle, and others marked ant their claim and built a 
cabin, and sold this incipient title where they could. 
They were not residents of the 'l'errito:-y in any just or 
legal sense. A number of settlers moved into the district 
in the month of l\Iarch. Your Committee are satisfied, 
after a careful analysis of the records and testimony, 
that the number of legal votes cast did not exceed 200-
out of 7:t7. 

XVTH DISTRICT. 

The election in this district was held in the house of a 
l\Ir. Hayes. On the clay of election a cro1nl of from 400 
to 500 men collected a.round the pol

1

ls, of 1\hich the great 
body were citizens of .:llissouri. One of the jud"'es of 
election , in his testimony, states that the stran"'e1~ com
menced crowding around tlte polls and that 

0

then the 
residents left. Threats were mude b~fore and clurin"' the 
election day that there should be no Free-State 

0

can
didates, although there were nearly or quite as many 
Free-State as Pro-Slavery men resident in the district. 
J\los t of th~ ct:owd were drinking and carousing, cursing 
the Aboht10msts and threatening the only Free-State 
judge of election. A majority of those who voted wore 
he!Dp in their button-holes, and their password was, 
"all right on the hemp." J\Iany of the i'1issourians were 
known and are named by the wrtnesses. Several 
speeches were made by them at the polls, and among 
those who spoke were J\lajor Oliver, one of your Com
mittee, C?l. Ilurns, and Lah1n \Yilliams, of Platte County. 
i\IaJor Oliver urged upon all present to use no harsll 
words, and .expressed the hope that nothino- would be 
said or done to harm the feelings of the most ~ensitive on 
the other siue. He gave some grounds based on the 
i\Iissouri Cornp:-omise, in regard to the ,:ight of voting, 
and was unueroitood to excnse the l\Iissourians for votin"'. 
1 our Committee are satisfied that he did not vote. Col. 
Burns recommended all to vote and he hoped none 
would go home without voting.' Some of the Pro
Slavery residents were much dissatisfied at the inter
ferenc·e with their rights by the l\Jissourians, and for that 
reason-because reflection convinced them that it would 
be better to have Kansas a ~·ree-State-they "fell over 
the fence." The judges requested the voters to take an 
oath that they :vere actual resident8. 'l'he.v objected at 
first, some sayrng they had a claim or "I am here." 
But the Free-State judge insisted upo~ the oath and his 
a~sociat.es, w:io at first were disposed to waive' it, coin
cided with him, and the voters all took it a fr er some 
grumbling. One said he cut him some pol~s and laid them 
in the shape of a square, and that made him a claim· and 
another said that he had cut him a few sticks of ,,:oocl 
and that made him a claim. The Free-State men did not 
vote, although they believed their numbers to be equal 
to the Pro-Slavery settlers, and some claimed that they 
had the majority. 'l'hey were deterred by threats 
throughout by the Missourians, before and on the clay of 
election, from putting up candidates and no candidates 
were run, for this reason-that th~1· e was a credited 
rumor previously t.hat the llfissourians would control the 
election. 'l'he Free-State judge was threatened with ex
pulsion fr~m the polls, and a young man thrust a pistol 
mto the wrndow through which the votes were received. 
The whole number of votes cast was 417 ; of the names 
on the poll-book, but 62 are in the census-rolls, and the 
te.sttmony shows that a small portion, estimatet.l by one 
witness at one-quarter of the legal vo:ers voted. Your 
Committee estimate the number of lega'1 voters at SO. 
One of the judges referred to, certified to the Governor 
that the election was fairly conducted. It was not con
tested, because no one would take the responsibility of 
doing it, as it was not considered safe and that if 
another election was held, the residents :vould fare nu 
better, 

XVITII D!STR!Cl'. 

For some time previous to the election, meetings wen' 
held and arrangements made in !11bsourl to get up com-
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panies to come over to the Terri tory and vote, and the 
da.y before, and on the day of election, large bodies of 
:.\I1ssounans from Platte, Clay, Ray, Charlton, Carrol, 
Clrnton, and Saline counties, Missou ri came into this 
district and ca.rnped there. They were a:·med with pistols 
and bowie-knives, and some with guns and rifles, and. 
had badges of hemp in their button-holes aud elsewhere 
about their persons. 

On the morning of the election, there were from 1,000 
to 1,-100 persons present on the ground. Previous to the 
election, the Missourians endeavored to persuade the two 
F~· ee-State judges to resign, by making threats of personal 
violence to them, one of whom resigned on the mornin" 
of election, and the crowd chose another to fill his place~ 
But one of the juclges, the Free-State judge, would take 
the. ~atb prescribed by the Governor, the other two 
dec1dtng that they had no right to swear "ny one who 
offered to vote, but that all on the ground were entitled 
to vote. 'l'he only votes refused were some Delaware 
Indians, some 3U Wyandot Ind ians being allowed to 
v0te. . . . . 
. 'l'he Free-State men generally did not vote at that elec

tion; and no newly-arrived Eastern emigrants were there. 
1'he Free-State judge of election refused to si"n the r e
turns until the words" by lawful resident vo~ers" were 
stricken out, which was dune, and the returns made in 
that way. 'l'he election was contested, and a new elec
tion ordered by Gov. Reeder, for the 22cl of May. 

1'he testimony is divided as to the relative stren,,.th of 
parties in this distl'ict. The whole number of vo~er8 in 
the district, .acco rding to the census returns, was 355; 
and, accord mg to a ve1·y carefully prepared list of voters, 
prepared for the Pro-Slavery candidates and other Pro
Slavery _men, a few days previous to the election, there 
were 30;) voters in the district, including those who had 
claims but did not live on them. The whole number of 
votes ca't was 964. Of those named in the census 1U6 
vot.ed. Your Committee, upon careful examination, a re 
sat1~fied that there were not over 150 lea-al votes cast 
leaving 814 illegal votes. 

0 
' 

XVIITrr DrsTRic·r. 

conducted, and not contested at all. In this district, the 
Pro->::!a.very par ty bad the majority. 

XV!IITH DISTRICT. 

Previous to the election, Gen. David R. Atchison of 
Platte City, Missouri, got up a company of J\Iissourians, 
and passmg through " 'est.on, Mi ssouri, wtnt over into 
the 'l'erritory. Ile remained all night at the house of-
and then exhibited his arms, of which he had an abund
ance. He proceed ed to the Nemaha (XVIIIth) district. 
On his way, he and his party attended a Nominating Con
vention in. the XIVth District, and proposed and caused 
to be nommated a set of candidates in opposition to the 
wishes of the Pro-Slavery residents of the diotrict. At 
that Convention, he said that there were 1100 men 
corning over from Plat te County, and if th~t wasn't 
enough, they could send 5,0UO more-that they came to 
vote, and would vote or kill every G-d d-d Abolitionist 
in the 1'eni tory. 

On the day of election, the Missouri ans , under Atchi
·son, who were encaniped there, came up to the polls in the 
XVIIIth Dist ri ct, taking the oath that they were residents 
of the district. The Missou1·ian; were all a r med with 
pistols or bowie-knives, and said there were 60 in their 
company. But 17 vot.es given on that day were given 
by residents of the district. 1'he whole number of votes 
was 62. 

R. L. Kirk, one of the candidates, came into the dis· 
trict from Missouri about a week before the elect\ on, and 
boarded there. He left after the election, ;1,nd was not at 
the time a legal resident of the district in which te was 
elected. No protest was sent to t11e Governor on account 
of threats made against any who sl1ould dare to contest 
the election. 

1'he following tables embody the r esult of the examina
tion of your C0mmittee in regard to thi; election. In 
some of the districts, it was impossible to ascertain thP. 
preci-e number of the legal votes cast, and especi<dly in 
the XIVth, XVth, and XYI1h Distric ts. In such cases, 
the number of leg;il and illegal votes cast is st:itecl after 
a careful reexamination of all the testimony and r~cord,9 

The election in this district seems to have been fairly · concerning the election : 

ABSTRACT OF CEXSUS, AND RETURNS OF ELECTIO~ OF MARCII 30, 1855, BY 
ELECTION DISTRICTS. 

Census. Council. / ll ouse. 

..... 
0 ... 
Cl) 

.0 s 
::l z 

PLACES OF VOTING. 

0 z 

.... 
0 

c z 

u; 
;:i .... 
0 

0 z 

u 

E 
.~ 
q 
.... 
c 
0 z 

-1-i--L-a_w_r-en_c_e-.-.. -.-.-•• -.-.-. -•. -.-.-.. -.1 -78_1_ -2-53---- -1-0-34- --23_2_ --8-02- --9-()2- --3-()9- -1- --2. -2 -3-

2 Illoomington....... •• . •• . . 318 12 11 341 30 316 519 19!) 2 1 3 2 

! ~\'.~Cohn~~·i:~·0;:.c~s·e·~·::.": 3~~ ~ _: 3~~ ~~ 3~~ i~~ l~} ~ I __: i i 

{

Bull Creek................ 377 9 - 386 13 3SO 
5 Potawatamle.............. 199 65 - 264 75 J 91 

Big Sugar Creek.......... 74 17 7 9S 32 59 
Little Sugar Creek......... 3,J, 70 - 114 104 -

() Fort Scott .......••....... 

1 

315 35 - 35<1 100 
7 I saac B. Titus............. 211 23 - 234 25 
8 Council Grove............ 17 17 3 37 37 
9 Pawnee ................... 23 52 - 75 75 

10 { Ilig Blue.................. 27 42 - 69 48 
Rock Creek............... 2 21 - 23 23 

11 Marysvill e ................ 328 - - 328 7 

12 { St. Mary's. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 - 11 11 
Silver Lake... ............ 12 19 2 33 33 
Hi ckory P oint........ . . . . . 23!3 6 - 23() 12 13 

1 
Doniphan................. 313 30 3 346 

14 Wolf Creek............... 57 15 6 78 
Ilurr-Oak, llo<lge 's .... . . . . 2c 6 2 4 306 

200 

251) 
2u9 

21 

321 

230 

530 

1407 

810 
11 8 

3 
86 

l.'il 

36 

141 
284 

1167 

15 
1() 

17 
18 

Hayes .................... 412 - 5 417 8tl 337 8i3 
J,eavenworth . . . - . . .. . . . . . . 99 60 5 964 150 8H 11 3 
Gum 13prings.. . ........... 43 16 - 59 59 - 150 
Moorestown ...... ... ...... ~~I-=-~ __ 17 ___ 45 ___ 99_ 

Total.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5427 791 92 6320 1310 49G& 8501 

442 

253 
58 
39 
36 
63 

24 

78 
96 

334 

208 
385 
50 
28 

2892 

4 2 7 

5 1 6 
3 ·- 5 
3 - 5 
6 1 8 

10 - 8 
8 - 8 
9 - 9 

10 - 9 
1 - 9 

10 - 10 
7 - 11 
7 1 J1 
8 - 12 
9 r 13 

1~ I_: ~ 
7 1 

-=-113 -

4 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 
2 
3 

2() 
------~~ 

Byt~e electio~, as conducted, the Pro-Slavery candi-\ them, in both the Council and the IIouse, did not'' reside 
dates m e~ery d1str1~t but the VIIIth representative di - in" and were not ·' inhabitflnts of" the district for 
tnct, received a maJonty of the votes ; and several of which they were elected, as required by the organic law. 
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By that act it was declared to be the true intent and Your Committee here felt it to be their duty not only to 
meaning of this act to leave the people thereof perfectly inquire into and collect evidence in regard to force and 
free to form and regulate their domestic institutions fraud attempted and practiced at the elections in tho 
in their own way, subject to the Constitution of the Territory, but also into the facts and pretexts by which 
Unit.eel States. this force and fraud has been excused and justified; and 

So careful was Congress of the right of popular for this purpose your Committee have allowed the decla
sovereignty, that to secure it to the people, without a ·rations of non-resident voters to be given as evidence ia 
singl e petition from any portion of the country, they I their own behalf, also the declarations of all who came 
r emoved the restriction against Slavery imposed by the up the Missouri River as emigrants in March, 1855, 
l\Iissouri Compromise. And yet this right, so carefully whether they voted or not, and wheth~r they came into 
secure1\, was thus by force and fraud overthrown by a the Territory at all or noti and also the rumors which 
portion of the people of an adjoining State. were circulated among the people of Missouri previous to 

The striking difference between this Republic and other the e!ection. 'l'he great body of the testimony taken at 
Republics on this Continent, is not in the provisions of the instance of the sitting Delegate is of this character. 
constitutions and laws, but that here changes in the ad- When th e declarations of parties passing up the river 
ministr ation of those laws have been made peacefully and were offered in evidence, your Committee received them 
qu ietly through the ballot-box. 'l'his invasion is the first upon the distinct statement that they would be excluded 
and only one in the history of our Government., by unless the persons making the declarations were by other 
which an organized force from one State has elected a proof shown to have been connected with the elections. 
Legbla ture for another State or Territory, and as such it This proof w;is not made, and therefore much of this class 
should have been resist.eel by the whole executive power of t estimony i ; incompetent by the rules of law, but is 
of the National Government. allowed to remain as tending to show the cause of the 

Your Committee are of the opinion that the Constitu- action of the citizens of Missouri. 
tion and laws of the United States have invested the 'l'he alleged causes of the invasion of 111arch, 1855, are 
Presict ent and Governor of the 'l'erritory with ample in cluded in the following charges: 
power for this purpose. 'l'hey could only act after re- I. That the New-England Aid Society of Boston was. 
ceiving authentic information of the facts; but when re- then importing into the Territory large numbers of men, 
ceived, whether before or after the certificates of election merely for the purpose of controlling the elections. 'l'hat 
were granted, this power should have heen exercised to they came without women, children, or baggage, went 
its fullest extent. It is not to be tolerated that a legisla- into the Territory, voted, and returned again. 
t ive body thus selected should assume or exercise any II. That men were hired in the Eastern or Northern 
legislative functions; and their enactments should be States, or induced to go into the 'l'erritory, solely to vote, 
r egarded as null and void; nor should the question of and not to settle, and by so doing to make it a ]J'ree State. 
its legal existence as a legislative body be determined by I III. 'l'hat the Governor of the 'l'erritory purposely post
itself, as that would be allowing the criminal to judge of poned the clay of election to allow this emigration to 
his own crime. In section twenty-two of tl1e organic act arrive, and notified the .!£migrant Aid Society, and per
it is provided, that" the personshavin~ the highest nnm- sons in the Eastern States, of the day of election , before 
ber of legal votes in each of said Council-districts for he gave notice to the people of l\Iissouri a nd the Territory. 
members of the Council, shall be declared by the Governor 'l'ha t these charges were industriously circulated ; that 
to be duly elected to the Council, and the persons having grossly exaggerated sta.tements were made in regard to 
the highest number of legal votes for the House of Repre- them; t hat the newspaper press and leading men in 
sentatives, shall be declared by the Governor duly public meetings in Western Missouri, aided in one case by 
elected members of said House ." The procla.mation of a Chaplain of t.he United States Army, gave currency 
the Governor required a verified notice of a contest when and credit to them, and thus excited the people, and 
one was marle, to be filed with him within four days induced many well-meanmg citizens of Missouri to march 
after the election. Within that time, he clit\ not. obtain into the 'l'erritory to meet and repel the alleged Eastern 
information as to force or fraud in any exce pt the fol- paupers and Abolitionists, is fully proven by many wit
lowin g di stricts, and in these there were material defects nesses. 
in the returns of election . Without .deciding upon hi> But these charges are not sustained by the proof. 
power to set aside elections for force and fraud, they In April, 1854, the General Assembly of Massachusetts 
were set aside for the following reasons: passeu an act entitled" An act to incorporate the Massa-

In the Ist District, because the words" by lawful resi- chusetts Emigrant Aid Society." The object of theSocicty, 
dent voters ," were stricken from the return. as declared in the first section of this act, was " for the 

In the Ild District, because the oath was administered purpose of assisting emigrants to settle in the West." 
by G. \V. Taylor, who was not authorized to administer an 'l'he moneyed capital of the corporation was not to 
oath. exceed five millions of dollars; but no more than four per 

In the Illd District, because material erasures from the cent. could be assessed during the year 1854. and no 
printed form of the oath were purposely made. more than ten per cent. in any one year thereafter. No 

In the IVth District, for the same r eason. organization was perfected, or proceedings had, under 
In the VII th District, because the Judges were not sworn this law. 

at all. On the 24th day of July, 1854, certain persons in Bos-
In the XIth District, becil.use the r eturns show the ton, Massachusetts, concluded il.rticles of agreement and 

election to have been held viva voce instead of by ballot. association for an Emigrant Aid Society. 'l'he purpose of 
I n the XV Ith District, because the words "by lawful this association was declared to be" assisting emigrants 

residence" were stricken from the r eturns. to settle in the \Vest." Under these articles of associa-

ABSTRACT OF THE RETURNS OF ELECTION OF 
111AY 22, 1855. 

tion, each stockholder was individually liable. To avoid 
this difficulty, an application was made to the General 
Assembly of l\Iassachuset.ts for an act of incorporation, 
which was granted, On the 21st day of February, 1855, 
an act was passed to incorporate the New England 
Emigrant Aid Company. The purposes of this act were 
declared to be "direcling emigration westward, and 
aiding and providing accommodation for emigrants after 
arriving at their place of destination." 'l'he capital 
stock of the corporation was not to exceed one million 
of dollars. Under this charter, a company was organized . .... 
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PLACES OF VOTIXG. 

Your Committee have examined some of its officers, and 
a portion of its circulars and records, to ascertain what has 
been done by it. 'l'he public attention at that time was 

__ __ __ directed to the 'l'erritory of Kansas, and emigration natu-
Lawrence..................... 288 18 306 rally tended in that direction. To ascertain its character 
Doug! as . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 127 and resources, this Company sent its agent into it, and the 
Stinson's .........•........•.. ; 148 1 149 information thus obtained was published. The Company 
" 110 ".. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 66 J 3 79 made arrangements with various lines of transportation to 
Council Grove ............... , ~ 83 _ 3:3 reduce the expense of emigration into the Territory, and 
L th 560 140 15 71- procured tickets at the reduced rates. Applications were 

eavenwor • · · · · · • · · • · · · · · · _ _ ~ made to the Company by persons desiring to emigrate; 
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 560 802,-- 1409 and when they were numerous enough to form a party of 

Although the fraud and force in other districts were 
equally great as in these, yet, as the Governor had no 
information in regard to them, he issued certificates ac· 
cording to the returns. 

convenient size, tickets were sold to them at the reduced 
rates. An agent acquainted with the route was selected to 
accompany them. '£heir baggage was checked, and all 
trouble and danger of loss to the emigrant in this way 
avoided. 
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Under these arrangements, companies went into the I the Territory as a means to control the election and es. 
ri:erritory in the Fall of 1854, under the articles of associa- tablish Slave;·y there. 
t.1on referred to. 'Fhe company did. not pay any portion of 

1 

The real purpo. se is avowed and illustrated by the testi
the. fare, nor furmsh any personal or real property to the mony and conduct of Colonel John Scott of St. Joseph's 
enugrant. :rhe company, dur!ng 1855, sent into the '£erri- l\Iissouri, who acted as the attorney for 

1

the sitting dele: 
tory from. eight ~o ten saw-mills, purchased one hotel in gate before your Committee. The following are extracts 
Kansas City, which they subsequently sold, built one hotel from his deposition: 
at Lawrence, and owned one other building in that p lace. " . . . . . . . 
In some cases to induce them to make improYcments . Prior to the elecllon m Burr-Oak precmct, m the XI\'"th Dis-
t w l t , . ' · , t th t . . . . . ' tnct, on the ~91h of Nornmber, 1854, I bad been a resident of ? ~. o. s 11 ~\e g11 en o em by own assoc1at10ns !n tins ~I1ssoun, and I then determined, if I found it necessary, to be
Ter11~01~. Ihey held no property of any other kmd or come a resident of Kansas Territory. On the day pre,·ious to 
descnpuon. 'l'lley imposed no condition upon their emi- that election, I settled up my board at my boarding-house, in 
grants, and did not inquire into their political reli«ious or St. Joseph's, Missouri, and went O\'er to tlte Territory, and 
social opinions. The total amount expenued 'by tliem,' in- too~ boarding ·with :\Ir. Bryant, near whose house thP P.ous 
eluding the salaries of their a"ents and officers and th wei e held the next day, for on~ month, so that I 1mght have 1tm 

_ , . .· . o . '. • e my po"·n, by merely detenmnmg to do so, to become a res1-
expenoes mc1dent to all Ol ga111zat10ns, was Jess than dent of the Territory on the day of election. 
$1~0,~00. . . . ".When my name was proposed as a Judge of Election, ob-

The1r purposes, so far as yonr Committee can ascertam, Jectwns were made by two persons only. . . . . I then 
were lawful, and contributed to supply those wants most P.ttblicly informed those present., that I bad a claim in the Ter
experienced in the settlement of a new country. rnory; that I bad taken board m the Terrnory for a m~nth ; 

The- only pernons or company who emi« ·ated · t the and that I could., at any moment, become an aclual resid.ent 
T 

.. · · . . . o 1 . 111 0 . and legal >Oler 111 the Territory, und that I would do so, if I 
. e1u~~ry U:ncler the ausp'.ces. of the Emigrant Aid Soti.e~y concluded at any time during the day that my vote 'vould be 
Ill 180.:>, pnor to the elect10n m March, was a party of lo9 necessary to carry that precinct in favor of the Pro-Slavery 
persons, who came under the charge of Charles Robin- candidate for delegate to Congress. . . . . I did not dur
son. ing the day consider it necessary to become a resident of the 

In this party there were 67 women and children They Territory for the purpose mernioned, and did not vote nor offer 
• . . . · . to rnte at that electton. 

came as .actual settlers, mtencling to make then· homes m "I held the omce of Cily-Attornev for St. Joseph's at that 
the. 'l'erntory, and '.or no other purpose . They had about time, and had held it for t\YO or tbi·ee years previously, and 
then- persons but ltttle baggage; usually sufficient cloth- continued to bold it until this spring. . . . . I voted at 
ing in a carpet-sack for a short time. Their personal ef- a:n election in fa. JosPph's, in the S).'.lring of 1855, and was re
fects, such as clothing, furniture, etc., were put into trunks a~potnted C11y-A.ttornev, _The quesuon of Slavery wa put m 
and boxes - and. for conrnnience in selectin" and cheap- isoue at the el<'.clIOn of No' ember, 1854, to th~ ~ame exlent as 

, · t .. ' . · " k d "K 0' ' . m e\·ery <'!Pelton ll1 this 'l'errnory. Gen. '' hitfield was re-
neos Ill 1 ans~o1 tm"' was ~ar e an as pa1 ty bag- gartled as thP Pro-S!a,·ery candidate forthe Pro-Slavery party. 
g.age, care B .. Slat~r, St. Lo UIS." Generally, tlus was con- I regarded the question of Slavery as the primarily prominent 
signed as lre1ght, Ill the usual way, to the care of a com- issue at that election, and, so far as I know, all parties agreed 
mis:;ion merchant. This party had in addition to the usual in mo king that quPstion the issue of that election. 
allowance of one hundred pound~ to each passeno-er a :·It i.~ 111y intention, m~d th~ i11te~1tion of a _great ma11y ~flier 
larrre quantity of bacrcrao-e on which the respective o~n~rs 1~fl.r:.'iOU,.'l.(~n.1; n01~, rex-ulent in ]f1stmun 1 'lchen.ere~ th,e S?atery. issue: 

i~l th .. ~ l ·t .'7° f:' . rrht E ·I rr . . . 'l.B to lie cu-tPnn111rrl U]JOn hy the people o.t tlus !I erntory vi the 
pa. . C usua. ex rn 1e10 · ac l passenee1 OI patty a<lnptio11 nf the State l'o11stilution, to remo"e to this 7'erritory in 
pai~l his or the a· own. expenses ; and the only benefit they timP, to nrqufre the right to bfeomo legal voter.< 112,on that que.•tivn. 
derived from the Society, not shared by all the people of 7'he /Nu/i1•.ct pwpnse n/n11r i11tm<le<l remoral In the Territory i.• to 
the 'l'erritory, was the reduction of about $7 in the rletennfoe the <101111,<tic i1rntit11tio11 ., q/ thi.< 7'trriton;, •chc11 it com'" 
price of the fare the convenience of traveling in a com- to /Je a StatP. '·""l '.re ll'f~11ld 1wt eom~ on/1;for tfiut p•upo .... '!"'' 
pany instead of ~lone, and the cheapness and. facility of ?ro11hl ncre,. t/1111ko; co''."'1.1 h ere byt /nr t'iwt p~1111ose . • , I beli<'!:e 
tran,;porting their freight through regnlar agents. Subse- there are a g• eat 111m1y vi Jhssoun icho are so situated. 

quently, many enlig~nts, being either disappointed with The invasion of Clfarch 30th left both parties in a state 
the country or its poiitical condition, or deceived by the of excitement, tending directly to produce Yiolence. 'l'he 
statements made by the newspapers and by the agents of successful party was lawless and reckless while assuming 
the Society, became dissatisfied, and returned, both before the name of the "J,aw and Order" party. The other 
and after the election, to their old homes. l\Iost of them party, at first surprised and confounded, was greatly irri
are now settlers in the Territory. Some few voted at the tated, and some resoll·ed to prevent the success of the in
elcction in Lawrence, but the number was small. The vasion. In some districts, as before stated, protests were 
names of these emigrants haYe been ascertained, and sent to the GoYernor; in others, this was prevented by 
--- of them were found upon the poll-\Jooks. This threats; in other~, by the want of time, only four days 
company of peaceful emigrants, moving with their house- being allowed by the proclamation for this purpose ; and 
hold gootb, wa:; di:;torted into an im·ading- horde of pauper in others, by the belief that a new election would bring a 
A\Jolitiouists, 1vho were, with others of a similar clrnracter, new invasion. About the same time, all classes of men 
to control the do111eslic in:;titutions of the 'l'erritory, and commenced beal'ing deadly weapons about the person, a 
then overturn tho:;e of a neighboring powerful State. practice which has continued to this time. 'Cncler these 

In reg-an! to tl1e second charge: 'l'here is no proof that circumstances, a slight or accidental quarrel produced 
any man was either hired or induced to come into the unusua l violence, and lawless acts became frequent. This 
Territory from any Free State, 111erely to vote. 'l'he en- evil condition of the public mind was further increased by 
!ire cn.ti:;ration in :\larch, 1S3.3, i; eo;timnted nt 500 per-ons, acts of violence in " 'estern l\Iissouri, where, in April, a 
mcludmg men, women, and. children. 'l'l!ey came on newspaper press, called The Parksville Luminary, was 
steamboats up the ~lissouri Ilh·er in the ortlinarr course destroyed hy a mob. 
of emigration. )fany returned fo1: catbe · >irnilar"to those AIJout the same time, :lfnlcolm Clark assaulted Cole 
before stated; hut the body of them are JHHI' rc;idents. )lcCrea Rt a squa~ter meeting in Leavenworth, and was 
'l'he only perso11s of those who were cnnnccte<l hy proof shot by )!cCrea in alleged self-defense. 
with the election, were some who rnteJ at the Dig Jllue On the 17th day of r.Iay, ""illiam Phillips, a lawyer of 
l'reci11ct in th.; Xth Dbtrict, ancl at Pa1n1ec, in tht: IXth Leavenworth, was first notified to leave; and upon his re
District. 'l'heir purpo:;e and. character are stated in a fusal, was forcibly seized, tBken across the river, and car
former part of thh; report. ried several miles into r.Jissonri, and tben tarred a:nd 

The third charg-e is entirely groundless. The organic feathered, and one side of his head shaved, and other 
law requires the Go1·crnor to cause an enumeration of the gross inclignitieR put upon his person. 
inha\Jitaut; aud legal voters to 1Je made; and that heap- Previous to this outrage, a public meeting was held, at 
vortion the member:; of the Council and House, according which resolutions were unanimously passed, looking to 
to this enumeration. For reasons stated. by pcr:;ons en- unlawful violence, and grossly intolerant in their charac
gagecl in taking the census, it 1rns not completed until the ter. The right of free speech upon the su\Jject of Slavery 
early part of )larch, 1~55. At that time, the day of hold- wa characterized as a disturbance of the peace and quiet 
ing the clectlion had not been, and could ~ot hai·e Ileen, of the community, and as "circulating incendiary senti
nametl by the Qo,·ernor. So soon as practicable after the ments." They say "to the peculiar friends of northern 
returns were brought in, he issued. his proclam:1tion for fanat ics " "Go home and do :vour treason where you may 
an election, and named the earliest day, consistent with find sy~pathy. " Among oth~r resolves is the following: 
clue notice, as the clay of election. '£he day on which the "Resofretl That the institution of Slavery is known anti re
election was to be held was a matter of conjecture all cognized in ilus Tcrrilo1y; anrl we repel the doctrine that it is 
over the country; but it was generally known that it would a moral and politiral en!, anti we h~1rl back .'nth scorn upon 
be in the latter part of March. The precise day was not its slanderous authors tht> ch>lrge of inhumanity; and we warn 
known by any one u ntil the IHOclamation issued. It was all persons not to come to our peaceful firesides to slander ns, 

and sow the secde of diecord between the master and •he ser
not known lo the agents of the Emigrant Aitl Society in vn,nt; for,"" much as "'e dt>precate U1e iwcessily to whi<"h we 
Boston on the 13th of l\Iar ch, 1855, when the party of emi- may be ctrii•cn, we ca.unot !Je responsible for the conse-
grants before referred to, left. quences." 

Your Committee are sat!sfied that these ?har~es "'.ere A Committee of Vigilance of 30 men was appointed" to 
maue the mere pretext to mduce an armed mva>1.on mto 1 observe and report all such persons as shall • • • by 
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the expression of abolition sentiments, produce disturb
ance to the quiet of the citizens, or danger to their domes
tic relations; and all such pernons so offending sh~tll be 
notified, and made to leave the •rerritory." 

The meeting was "ably and eloquently addressed by 
Judge Lecompte, Colonel J. N. Burns of Western l\1issouri, 
and others." 'l'hus the head of the judiciary in the Terri
tory not only assisted at a public and bitterly partisan 
meeting, whose direct tendency was to produce violence and 
disorder, but, before any Jaw is passed in the Territory, he 
prejudges the character of the domestic institutions which 
the people of the Territory were, by their organic law," left 
perfectly free to form and regulate in their own way." 

On this committee were several of those who held certi
ficates of election as members of the legislature ; some of 
the others were then and still are residents of l\Iissouri; 
and many of the committee have since been appointed to 
the leading offices in the Territory, one of which is the 
sheriffalty of the county. Their first act was that of mob
bing Phillips. 

Subsequently, on the 25th of l\Iay, A.D. 1855, a public 
meeting was held, at which R. R. Rees, a member elect of 
tl1e council, presided. The following resolutions, offered 
by Judge Payne, a member elect of the house, were unani
mously adopted: 

"Resoh·e<l, That we heartily indorse the action of the commit
tee of citizens that shaved, tarred and feathered, rode on a 
r ail, and had sold by a negro, William .Phillips, the mural 
perjurer. 

"Resolved, That we return our thanks to the committee for 
faithfully performing the trust enjoined upon them by the Pro
Sln,very pn,rty. 

"Resolved, Thn,t the committee be now discharged. 
"Resofoed, That we severely condemn those Pro-Sla.-ery 

men who, from mercenary motives, are calling upon the Pro
Slavery party to submit without further action. 

"Resolved, That in order to secure peace and harmony to 
the community, we now solemnly declare that the Pro
Slavery pany will stand firmly by and carry out the r esolu
tions reported by the committee appointed for that purpose on 
t!1e memorable :JO.h." 

The act of moral perjury here referred to is the swear
ing by Phillips to a truthful protest in regard to the elec
tion of March 30, in the XVIth District. 

The members receiving their certificates of the Governor 
as members of the General Assembly of the '1'erritory met 
at Pawnee, the place appointed by the Governor, o::i. the 
2d of July, A.D. 1855. Their proceedings are stated in 
three printed booli:s, herewith submitted, entitled r espec
tively, "The Statutes of the Territory of Kanrns," "The 
Journal of the Council of the Territory of Kansas," and 
" 1'he Journal of the House of Representatives of the Ter
ritory of Kansas." 

Your Committee do not regard their enactments as valid 
laws. A legislature thus imposed upon a people cannot 
affect their political rights. Such an attempt to do so if 
successful, is virtually an overthrow of the organic l~w, 
and reduces the people of the Territory to the condition 
of vassals to a neighboring State. To avoid the evils of 
anarchy, no armed or organized resistance to tbem should 
be made, but the citizens should appeal to the ballot-box 
at public elections, to the federal judicin.rv, and to Con
gress, for r elief. Such, from the proof, would have been 
the course of the people, but for the nature of these enact
ments and the manner in which they are enforced. 1'heir 
character and their execution have been so intimately 
connected with one branch of this investigation-that re
lating to "violeut and tumultuous proceedings in the Ter
ritory "-thn,t we were compelled to examine them. 

The "laws" in the statute-books are general and spe
cial; the latter are strictly of a local character, r elating to 
bridges, ron,ds, and the like. The great body of the gene
ral laws arc exact transcripts from the l\lissouri code. To 
make them in some cases con form to the organic act 
separate acts were pas,e<l. <kfiaing the me::rnino- of words'. 
Thus the word "State" is t.o be understood a";; meaning 
" 1'erritory ;"the words" County Court" shall be construed 
to mean the boarcl of commissioners trnnsacting coanty 
business, or the Probate Court, accordino- to the intent 
thereof. The words "Circuit Court" to ~ieau "District 
Court." 

The material differences in the Jllissouri and Kansas sta
tutes are upon the following subjects : 'J'he q nalifications 
of voters and of members of the legislative assembly; the 
official oath of all officers, attorneys, and voters; the mode 
of selecting officers at1ll their qualifications; the slave 
code, and the qualifications of jurors. 

Upon these subjects, the provisions of the Missouri code 
are such as are usual in many of the States. nut by the 
"Kansas Statutes" every office in the 1'erritory, execu
tive antl judicial, was to be appointed by the legislatme, 
or by some officer appointed by it. ~'hese appointments 
were not merely to meet a temporary exigency, but were 
to hold over two regular elections, and until after the 
general election in October, 1857, at which the members 

of the new council were to be elected. The n ew legisla
ture is required to meet on the first Monday in January, 
1858. 1'hus, by the t erms of these "laws," the peopl°' 
have no control whatever over either the legislature, the 
executive, or the judicial departments of the 'l'erritorial 
government until a time before which, by the natural pro
gress of population, the Territorial government will be su
perseded by a State government. 

No session of the legislature is to be h eld during 1856, 
but the members of the House are to be elected in October 
of that year. A candidate, to be eligible at this election, 
must swear to support the fugitive slave law; and each 
judge of election, and each voter, if challenged, must take 
the same oath. The same oath is r equired of every officer 
elected or appointed in the Territory, and of every attor
ney admitted to practice in the courts. 

A portion of the militia is required to muster on the day 
of election. "Every free white male citizen of the Uniteu 
States, and every free male Indian who is made a citizen 
by treaty or otherwise, and over the age of twenty-one 
y ears, and who shall be an inhabitant of the Territory 
a~ of the county and district in which he offers to vote, 
and shall have p aid a Territorial tax, shall be a qualified 
elector for all elective offices." Two classes of p ersons 
were thus excluded, who, by the organic act, were allowed 
to vote, viz.: those who would not swear to the oath re
quired, and those of foreign birth who had declar ed on 
oath their intention to become citizens. Any man of 
proper age who was in the Territory on the day of elec
tion, and who hn.d pn,id one dollar as a tn,x to the sheriff, 
who was required to be at the polls to r eceive it, could 
vote as an "inhabitant," although he had breakfasted in 
l\lissouri, and intended to r eturn there for supper. There 
can be no doubt that this unusual and unconstitutional 
provision was inserted to prevent a full and fair expres
sion of the popular will in the election of members of the 
house, or to control it by non-residents. 

All jurors are required to be selected by the sheriff, 
and "nQ person who is conscientiously opposed to the 
holding of slaves, or who does not admit the right to 
hold slaves in the Territory, shall be a juror in any 
cause" affecting the right to hold slaves, or relating to 
slave property. 

The Slave Code, and every provision relating to 
sla Yes, are of a character intolerant and unusual even 
for that class of legislation. •The character and con
duct of the men appointed to hwl'd office in the Terri
tory contributed very much to produce the events 
which followed. 1'hus Samuel J. Jones was appointed 
sheriJI of the county of Douglas, which included within 
it the Ist and !Id Election Districts. Re had made him
self peculiarly obnoxious to the settlers by his conduct 
on the 30th of l\Jarth in the !Id District, and by his 
burning the cabins of Joseph Oakley and Samuel Smith. 

An election for delegate to Congress, to be held on 
the 1st day of October, 1855, was provided for, with the 
same rules and regulations as were applied to other 
elections. The Free-State men took no part in this 
election, having made arrangements for holding au 
election on the 9th of the same month. The citizens of 
Missouri attended at the election of the 1st of October 
some paying the dollar tax, and others not being re'. 
quired to pay it. 'l'hey were present and voted at the 
voting places of Atchison and Doniphan, in Atchison 
County; at Greene Springs, Johnson County· at Willow 
Springs, Franklin, and Lecompton, in Dougl~s County; 
at Fort Scott, Bourbon County; at Baptiste Paola 
Lykins County, where some Indians voted some white~ 
payii;ig the $1 tax for them; at Leavenw~rth City, and 
at Kickapoo City, Leavenworth County; at the latter 
place, under the lead of Gen. n. F. Stringfellow and Col. 
Lewis llarnes of Missouri. From two of the election 
precints at which it waH alleged there was illeo-a! votina 
-viz., Delaware and Wyandotte-your Committe~ 
failed to obtain the attendance of witnesses. Your 
Comi;nittee did no~ deem it necessary, in regard to this 
clect10n, to enter mto details, as it was manifest that 
from there being but one candidate-Gen. Whitfield_'. 
he must hn,ve received a majority of the votes cast. 
This election, therefore, depends not on the number or 
character of the votes received, but upon the validity 
of the laws under which it was held. Sufficient testi
mony was taken to show that the voting of citizens of 
l\Iisso uri was practiced at this election, as at all former 
elections in the Territory. 'l'he following table will ex
hibit the result of the testimony as regards the number 
of legal and illegal votes at this election. The county of 
Marshall embraces the same territory as was included in 
the Xlth District; and the reasons before stated indi
cate that the great majority of the votes then cast were 
either illegal or fictitious. In the counties to which our 
examination extended, there were -- illegal votes cast, 
as near as the proof will enable us to determine. 



REPORT OF KANSAS INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 103 

.ABSTRACT OF POLL-BOOKS OF OCTOBER 1, 1855 . 

.... 
0 

oi ..... 
oi ..,'Ci Q) 

"'- ti .3 0 
"'"' 0 p. 
C) 'B '" p. 
oo·;::::: C) ~ 

COUNTIES. TOWNSHIPS. "'- ·~ b~ bo 00 tn 
"' bfl "' p. . .5 0 "' ;::::; 

~~ ... p. H 

:! ~ .... . 
0 3 0 0 . ....; 

"' 0 0 0 0 0 z w. E--< z z 
---- --- --- --- ---

Atchison.,. ...•.•.•..•...... Gra.sshopper .•......•........ 7 
131 
242 

4 
29 

Sha.nnon •.........•..•. ... .. 4 219 
2±2 

4 
29 
12 

50 192 
4 

29 
4 12 

Bourbon ..............••••.. 
Bl'Own .............•.•.•... 
Calhoun .........•.......... 
Davis ............ . ...• .•. •. 
Doniphan ......•• ...... ..... Burr Oak ..••.............. 

8 
42 
31 
66 
59 
53 
86 
42 

41 1 
Iowa ...................... . 31 
'Vayne .................... . 62 4 
Washington ................ . 59 
Wolf River ................ . 2b1 53 

Dougla.s ..........•.......... Franklin •................... 
Lawrence .....•............. 

23 
42 

6n 0 

Lecompton . . . . .... .. ..... . 101 
103 

15 
42 

190 

Willow Springs ............. . 332 
15 
45 

190 

53 50 
Franklin .... .. ............ . 15 
Jefferson .............. . .. . 3 
Johnson ..........•......... !JO 11)0 
Leavenworth .............. . Alexandria ............•.... 42 

239 
15ll 
212 
246 
220 

Delaware .................. . 
Kickapoo ....••.•........... 
Leaven worth ...•• •.......... 
'Vyandoti. ....•............. 

1 

5 

50 
100 

895 
Lykins ..................... . 220 70 150 
Lynn ...................... . 67 67 

(See Wise Co.) ............ .. Madison ......... . ......... . 
171 Marshall .................. . 171 24 147 

Nemaha ............... .... . 6 6 
Riley ..................... . 28 2S 
Shawnee .................. . One Hundred and 'l.'en ...... . 

6 
28 
2-3 
52 
14 

23 
Tecumseh .................. . 75 fl2 

Wise........................ Council Grove ..............• 14 14 

While these enactments of the alleged legislative as
sembly were being made, a movement was instituted to 
form a State government, and apply for admission into 
the Union as a State. '£he first ,;tep taken by the people 
of the 1'erritory, in consequence of the invasion of March 
30, 1855, was the circulation for signature of a graphic 
aml truthful memorial to Congress. Your Committee 
finLl that every allegation in this memorial has been sus
tained by the testimony. No further step was taken, as 
it was hoped that some action by the General Go>ernment 
would protect them in their rights. When the alleged 
legislative assembly proceeded to construct the series of 
enactments referred to, the settlers were of opinion that 
submission to them would result in depriving t.hem of the 
rights secured to them by the organic law. Their politi
cal condition was freely discussed in the Territory during 
the summer of 1855. Several meetings were held in 
reference to holding a convention to form a State gov
ernment, and to apply for_ admission into the Union as a 
State. l'ublic opinion gradually settled in favor of such 
an application to the Congress to meet in December, 
1855. 1.'he first general meeting was held in Lawrence on 
the 15th of August, 1855. 

The following preamble and resolutions were then 
passed: 

"Whereas, The people of Kansas have been, since its 
selllement, and now are, without any law-making power, 
therefore be it 

''Resolved, That we, the people of Kansas Territory, in mass 
meeting assembled, irrespec1irn of pfwty disLinctions, influ
enced by common necessity, and greatly desirous of promotiog 
the common good, do hereby call upon and request all bona fide 
ci1izens of Kansas Territory, of wlmtever political views or pre
dilections, to coosnll together in tlwir respective Election Dis
tricts and in mass convention or otherwise, elect iln·ee delegates 
for each representative to which said mection.DLstrict is en
titled in U1e Ho Lt e ofRepresentatl\'es ofLhe Legislative Assem
bly, by proclamation of Gornrnor Ree.der, of date 19th of 
March 1855; said delegates to agsrmt:>le Ill convention, at the 
town of Topeka, on the 191\J dav of September, 1855, then and 
there to consider and deLermine upon all subjects of public in· 
terest, and particularly npon tb'.1t having. rcfe1·~uce to the 
speedy formation of a Stat0 Const1tut1on, with au rntent1on of 
an immediate application to be admitted as a State rnto the 
Union of the United Sw.rns of America." 

Other meetings were held in v~u·ious parts of the Te_rri
tory, which indorsed the action of the Lawrence meetrng, 

and delegates were selected in compliance with its recom
mendations. 

They met at Topeka, on the l!Hh day of September, 
1855. Dy their resolutions, they provided for the appoint
ment of an Executive Committee, to consist of seven per
sons, who were required to "keep a record of their pro
ceedings, and shall have a general superintendence of 
the aifairs of the Territory so far as regards the organiza
tion of the State Government." 'l'hey were required to 
take steps for an election to be held on the second 'l'ues
day of the October following, under regulations imposed 
by that Committee, "for members of a Convention to 
form a Constitution, adopt a J3ill of Rights for the people 
of Kansas, and take all needful measures for organizing 
a State Government, preparatory to the admission or 
Kansas into the Union as a State." The rules prescribed 
were such as usually govern elections in most of the 
States of the Union, and in most respects were similar t<> 
those contained in the proclamation of Gov. Reeder for 
the election of March 30, 1855. 

1.'he Executive Committee appointed by that Conven
tion accepted their appointment, and entered upon tho 
discharge of their duties by issuing a proclamation ad
dressed to the legal voters of Kansas, requesting them to 
meet at their several precincts, at the time and places 
named in the proclamation, then and there to cast their 
ballots for members of a Constitutional Convention, to 
meet at 'l'opeka on the 4th 1.'uesday of October then 
next. 

'!'he proclamation designated the places of elections, 
appointed judges, recited the qualifications of voters and 
the apportionment of members of the Convention. 

After this proclamation w;is issued, public meetings 
were held in every district in the Territory, and in nearly 
every precinct. 'l'he State movement was a general 
topic of di cussion throughout the 'l'erritory, and there 
was but litlle opposition exhibited to it. Elections were 
held at the time and places designated, and the returns 
were sent to the Executive Committee. 

1.'he result of the election was proclaimed by the Execu
tive Committee, and the members elect. were required to 
meet on the Z3d day of October, 1855, at 1.'opeka. In 
pursuance of this proclamation and direction, the Con
stitutional Convention met at the time and place ap
pointed, and formed a State Constitution. A memorial 
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to Congress was also prepared, praying for the admission 
of K<Lusas into the Union under tlrnt Constitution. 'l'he 
Convent.ion also provided that the question of the adop
tion of the Constitution and other quest.ions lie submitted 
to the people, and required the Executive Committee to 
take the necessary steps for that purpose. 

Acconlingly, :w election was helil for that purpose on 
the 151h clay of December, 1855, in compli<Lnce with the 
prnclaurntiun issued by the l':xecutive Committee. l'he 
returns of this election were made by the l!:xecutive Com
mittee and an abstract of thein is contained in the fol
lowiug table: 

ABSTRACT OF THE ELECTION ON THE ADOPTION OF THE 
STATE CONSTITUTION; DEC. 15, 1855. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 
16 
17 

PRECINCTS. 

Constitution. General Bank
ing Law. 

Exclusion of 
Netrroes and 
l\I~tlattoes. 

Yes. No. Yes. No. Yes. No. 

.._, 
"' "" <.) 

"' 2 
0 
P-
o 

I z 
-------------[------------ ---- --- --
Lawrence .... . . . ..... ... .... 343 1 225 83 133 223 356 
Blanton .... . ....... , .... , ... 72 2 59 14 48 20 76 
Palmyra .................... 11 1 9 3 12 12 
Franklin .... ... .. ·· ·· ····· · 48 4 31 15 48 2 53 
Bloomington ................ 137 122 11 11:~ 15 187 
East Douglas . ............ .. . 18 13 4 14 4 18 
Topeka ... ... .. ........ .. .... 135 125 9 69 64 136 
Washington •..... ........... 42 41 1 42 42 
Brnwnsville ................. 2-± 22 2 22 2 24 
Tecumseh ........... ....... 35 23 11 35 35 
Prairie City ....... ......... 72 3() 38 69 3 72 
Little Osage .......... .... ... 21 7 1G 12 23 7 31 
Big Sugar ................... JS 2 5 16 2\J' 21 
Neosho ...... ......... ... ..... 12 ti 6 12 12 
Potawatainie ................ 39 3 21 19 25 18 43 
Little Sugar .... ..... ........ 42 18 3·~ 13 4-& 2 60 
Stanton ........... . ........ . 32 4 33 3:3 5 37 
Osawatomie .................. 56 1 33 2tl 38 17 5U 
Titus . .. ....... .. . ....... 39 5 32 7 25 J5 44 
Juniata ...................... 3tJ 23 6 10 19 31 
Ohio City .... .. ..... . ...... . . 21 16 5 20 1 21 
l\Iill Creel' .. ..... ... '' ...... 211 20 ~o 20 
St. Mary's ........... . ....... J-± H 14 14 
'Vaubaunsee ............... . . 19 17 1 7 11 19 
p,Lwnee ...... .. . . . ..... . 4.5 15 29 40 5 45 
Grasshopµer Falls ........... 54 19 3-± 50 3 54 
Doniphan .. . ..... ... ... ..... 22 5 14 21 22 
Burr Oak ................... '23 7 16 2Z 1 23 
Jesse Pad ur 's ................. 12 1 11 12 12 
Ocenfl. ....................... 28 8 20 28 28 
Kickapoo ...... .............. 20 7 18 16 4 20 
Pleasant Hill ................. 47 37 6 45 1 47 
Indiana ..................... 19 18 19 19 
Whitfield .................... 7 3 4 6 7 
Wolf River ......... ..... .... 2-± 11 12 18 6 24 
St. Joseph's Bottom .......... 1:':> 4 9 14 1 15 
Mt. Pl easant ....... . ......... 32 32 1 30 2 33 
Easton . .. ....... . ... . 71 2 53 19 7l 73 
Mission ...................... 7 3 1 2 7 

------ ---- 56411287 453 
--

Total. ..... ..... ..... ... . 1731 46 1120 1778 

N. B.-Poll-Book at Leavenworth was destroyed. 

The Executive Committee then issued a proclamation· of Congress, or they are regarded as the mere expression 
reciting the results of the election of the 15th of Decem- of popular will, and Congress should refuse to grant th e 
ber, and at the same time provided for an election to prayer of the memorial, that cannot affect their legalit,y. 
be held on the 15th day of January, 1856, for State ofli- 'fhe right of the people to assemble and express their 
cers and members of the General Assembly of the State political opinion in any form, whether by means of an 
of Kansas. An election was accordingly held in the seve· election or a convention, is secured to them by the Con-· 
ral election-precincts, the returns of which were sent to stitution of the United States. Even if the elections are 
the Executive Committee. to be regarded as the act of a party, whether political or 

The result of this election was announced by a procla- otherwise, they were proper, in accordance with exam-
mation by the Executive Committee. ples, both in States and 'l'erritories. 

In accordance with the Constitution thus adopted, The elections, however, were preceded and followed 
the members of the State Legislature and most of the by acts of violence on the part of those who opposed 
State officers met on the day and at the place designated them, and tho~e persons who approved and sustained 
by the State Constitution, a.nd took the oath therein the invasion from l\Iissouri ;vere peculiarly hostile to 
prescribed. these peaceful movements preliminary to the orga.niza-

AfLer electing United States Senators, passing some tion of a State government. I nstances of this violence 
preliminary laws, ancl appointing a Codifying Committee will be referred to hereafter. 
and preparing a Memorial to Congress, tile General 'ro provide for the election of delegates to Congress, 
Assembly adjourned to meet on the 4th day of July, and at the same time c!o it in such a manner as to obtain 
1856. the j udgment of the House of Representatives upon the 

'l'he laws passed were all conditional upon the adrnis- validity of the alleged legislative assembly sitting at 
sion of Kansas as a State into the Union. 'l'hese pro- Shawnee Mission, :t convention was held at Dig Sprin!rB 

.ceedings were regular, and, in the opinion of your on the 5th and 6th days of September, 1S55. 'l'his was
0
a 

Committee, the Constitution thus adopted fairly ex- party convention, and a party calling itself the Free
presses the will of the majority of the settlers. They State party was then organized. It was in no way con
now await the action of Congress upon their memorial. nected with the State movement, except that the election 

These elections, whether they were conducted in pur- of a delegate to Congress was fixed by it on the same 
uance of law ot· not, were not illegal. day as the election of members of a constitutional cun-

Whet.her the re.511Jt of them is sanctioned by the action , veuti,m, instead of the day prescribed by the allegeu 
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legislative assembly. Andrew H. Reeder was put in 
nomination as Territorial delegate to Congress, and an 
election was provided for under the regulations pre
scribed for the election of llfarch 30, 1855, excepting as 
to the appointment of officers, and the persons to whom 
the returns of the elections should be made. The elec
t ion was held in accordance with these regulations, and 
A. H. Reeder received 2,827 votes. 

The resolutions passed by this convention indica.te the 
state of feeling which existed in the Territory in conse
quenee of the invasion from Missouri, and the enact
ments of the alleged legislative assembly. 'fhe language 
of some of the resolutions is violent, and can only be 
justified either in consequence of the attempt to enforce 
the grossest acts of tyranny, or for the purpose of guard
ing against a similar invasion in future. 

In the fall of 1855, there sprang out of the existing 
discords and excitement in the 'f erritory, two secret 
J.>'ree-State societies. They were defensive in their cha
racter, and were designed to fo rm a protection to their 
members against unlawful acts of violence and assault. 
One of the societies was purely of a local character, and 
was confined to the town of Lawrence. Very shortly 
after its organization, it produced its desired effect, and 
then went out of use and ceased to exist. Both societies 
were cumbersome, and of no utility except to give con
fidence to the Free-State men, and enable them to know 
and aid each other in contemplated danger. So far as 
the evidence shows, they led to no act of violence in 
r esistance to either real or alleged laws. 

On the 21st day of November, 1855, F. M. Coleman, a 
P ro-Slavery man, and Charles \V. Dow, a F ree-State 
man, had a dispute about the division line between their 
respective claims. Several hours afterward, as Dow was 
passing from a blacksmith shop toward his claim, and 
by the cabin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow with a 
double-barreled gun loaded with slugs. Dow was un
armed. He fell across t]le road and died immediately. 
This was about 1 o'clock, P.~1. His dead body was a l
lowed to lie where it fell until after sundown, when it was 
conveyed by Jacob Branson to his house, at which Dow 
boarded. 'l'he testimony in regard to this homicide is 
voluminous, and shows clearly that it was a deliberate 
murder by Coleman, and that Harrison Bulkley and a 
lllr. IIargous were accessories to it. 'l'he excitement 
caused by it was very great among all classes of the 
settlers. On the 26th, a large meeting of citizens was 
held at the place where the murder was committed, and 
r esolutions passed that Coleman should be brought to 
j ustice. In the meantime, Coleman had gone to l\lissouri, 
and then to Gov. Shannon, at Shawnee lllission, in 
Johnson County. Ile was there taken into custody by 
S . .T. Jones, then acting as Sheriff. No warrant was issued 
'or examination had. On the day of the meeting at llickory 
Point, Harrison Bradley procured a peace warrant 
against Jacob Branson, which was placed in the hands 
of Jones. That same evening, after Branson had gone 
to bed, Jones came to his cabin with a party of about 
25 persons, among whom were Hargous and Buckley
burst open the door, and saw Branson in bed. He then 
drew his pistol, cocked it, and presented it to Branson's 
breast, and said, "You are my prisoner, and if you 
move I will blow you through." The others cocked their 
guns and gathered round him, and took him prisoner. 
'l'hey all mounted and went to Buckley's house. After 
a time, they went on a circuitous route toward Blanton s 
Bridge, stopping to "drink" on the way. As they ap
proached the bridge, there were thirteen in the party, 
several having stopped. Jones rode up to the prisoner 
and, among other things, told him that he had "heard 
there were one hundred men at your house to-day," and 
"that he regrntted they were not there, and that they 
were cheated out of their sport." In the meantime, the 
alarm had been given in the neighborhood of Branson 's 
arrest, and sey·eral of the settlers, among whom were 
some who had attended the meeting at Hickory Point 
that Clay, gathered together. 'l'hey were greatly exciJed; 
the alleged injustice of such an arrest of a quiet settler, 
under a peace 11·arrant by "Sheriff Jones ,' ' aided by two 
men believed lo be accessory to a murder, and who were 
allowed to be at large, exasperated them, and they pro
ceeded as rapidly as possible by a nearer route than 
that taken by Jones, and stopped near the house of J. S. 
Abbott, one of them. '!'hey were on foot as Jones's 
party approached on a canter. The rescuers suddenly 
formed across the road in front of Jones and his party. 
J ones halted, and asked, " ' rhat's up?" 'l'he reply was, 
"'f hat's what we want to know. ·what's up?" Branson 
said, "They have got me a prisoner." Some one in the 
rescuing p:uty tolu him to come over to their side. He 
did so, and dis1nounted, and the mule he rode was driven 
over to Jones's party; Joues then left. Of the persons 
engaged in lhiB rescue , three were from Lawrence, and 

had attended the meeting. Your Committee have 
deemed it proper to detail the particulars of tl1is rescue, 
as it was made the groundwork of what is known as the 
Wakerusa War. Ou the same night of the rescue, the 
cabins of Coleman and Buckley ii-ere burned, but hy 
whom, is left in doubt by the testimony. 

On the morning of the rescue of Branson, Jones was 
a t the village of llranklin, near Lawrence. The rescue 
was spoken of in the prese.nce of Jones, and more con
versation passed between two others in his presence, as 
to whether it was most proper to send for assistance to 
Col. Boone, in Missouri, or to Gov. Shannon. J ones 
wrote a dispatch and handed it to a messenger. As soon 
as he started, Jones said : "'l'hat man is taking my 
dispatch to Missouri, and by G-d I'll have revenge 
before I see Missouri." A person present, who was 
examined as a witness, complained publicly that the 
dispatch was not sent to the Governor; and within half 
an hour one was sent to the Governor by Jones, through 
Hargous. Within a few days, large numbers of men 
from the State of Missouri gathered and encamped on 
the 'Yakerusa. '!'hey brought with them all the equip
ments of war. 'l'o obtain them, a party of men under 
tho direction of Judge T. V. 'l'hompson broke into the 
United States arsenal and armory at Liberty, l\lissouri, 
and after a fo rcible detention of Captain Leonard (then 
in charge), they took the cannon, muskets, rifles, powder, 
harness, and indeed all the materials and munitions of 
war they desired, some of which have never been 
r eturned or accounted for. 

'l'he chief hostility of this military foray was against 
the town of Lawrence, and this 1-vas especially the case 
with the officers of the law. 

Your Committee can see in the testimony no reason, 
excuse, or palliation for this feeling. lfp to thi.s Ume , no 
ioarrant or proclamation of any kind had been in the 
hands of any office1' aoainst any citizen of Lawrence. 
No arrest had been attempted, and no writ resisted in 
that town. 'l'he rescue of Branson sprang out of a 
murder committed thirteen miles from Lawrence, in a 
detached settlement, and neitlier the town nor its 
citizens extended any protection to Branson's rescuers. 
On the contrary, two or three days after the rescue, S. 
N. Wood, who claimed publicly to be one of the rescuing 
party, wished to be arrested for the purpose of testing 
the Teuitorial laws, and walked up to Sheriff Jones and 
shook hands with him, and exchanged other courtesies. 
lie could have been arrested without difficulty, and it 
was his design, when he went to Mr. Jones, Ito be ar
rested ; but no attempt was made to do so. 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostility is the 
known desire of the citizens of Lawrence to make Kansas 
a :Free State, and their repugnance to laws imposed upon 
them by non-residents. 

Your Committee do not propose to detail the incidents 
connected with this foray. llortunately for the peace of 
the country, a direct conflict between the opposing 
fo rces was avoided by an amicable arrangement. 'l'he 
losses sustained by the settlers in property taken an d 
time and money expended in their own defense, added 
much to the trials incident to a new settlement. J\Iany 
persons were unlawfully taken and detained-in some 
cases, under circumstances of gross cruelty. 'l'his was 
especia lly so in the arrest and treatment of Dr. G. A. 
Cutter and G. 11. Warren .. They 11·ere taken, without 
cause or warrant, sixty miles from Lawrence, and when 
Dr. Cutter was quite sick. They were compelled to go 
to the camp at Lawrence, were put into the custody of 
"Sheriff Jones," who had no process to arrest them
they were taken into a small room kept as a liquor shop, 
which was open and very cold. '!'hat night, Jones came 
in \vith others, and went to "playing poker at twenty
five cents ante." 'l'he prisoners were obliged to sit up 
a ll night, as t.here was no room to lie down, when the 
men were playing. Jones insulted them frequently, and 
to ld one of them he must either "tell or swing." '!'he 
guard then objected to this treatment of prisoners, and 
Jones desisted. . . . 

While we r emained in the Territory, repeated acts of 
outrage were committed upon the quiet, unoJfending citi
zens, of which we receh·ecl authentic intelligence. l\len 
were attacked on the highway, robbed, and subsequently 
imprisoned. Men were seized and searched, and their 
weapons of defense taken from !Item without compema
tion. Horses were freciuently taken and appropriated. 
Oxen were taken from tile yoke wltile plowing, and butch
ered in the presence of their owners. One young man 
was seized in the streets of the ton·n of Atchison, and, un
der circumstances of gross barbarity, was tarred nnd cot
toned, and in that condition was sent to his family. All 
the prol'isions of the Constitution of the United States, se
curing pe:·sons and property, are utterly disregarded. 'l'he 
officers of the law, instead of protecting the people, were 
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in some instances engaged in these outrages, and in no in-, mine on his peril, we declined to give him any protection 
stance did we learn that any man was arrested, indicted, or take any action in the matter. He refused to obey the 
or punished for any of these crimes. ""hile such offenses j writ, beliedng it to be a mere pretense to get the cuotody 
were committetl with impunity, the Jaws were used as a I of his person, and fearing, as he alleged, that he would be 
means of indicting men for holding elections, preliminary assassinated by lawless bands of men then gathering in 
to framing a Constitution and applying for admission into ancl near Lecompton. Ile then left the Territory. 
the Union as the State of Kansas. Charges of high trea- Subsequently, JI. Miles J\loore, an attorney in Leaven· 
son were mac.le -against prominent citizens upon grounds worth City, but for several years a citizen of Weston, i\lo., 
which seem to your Committee absurd and ritliculous, and kindly furnished the Committee information as to the resi
under these charges they are now held in custody and are dence of persons voting at the elections, and in some cases 
refused the privilege of bail. In several cases, men were examined witnesses before us. Ile was arrested on the 
arrestecl in the State of Missouri, while passing on their streets of that town by an armed band of about thirty 
la'1·ful bu ine::;s through that State, and detained until in- men, headed by 1\'. D. \Yilkes, without any color of au
dictments could be found in the 'l'erritory, thority, confined, with other citizens, under a military 

'l'hese proceedings were followed by an ofiense of still guard for twenty-four hours, and then notified' to leave the 
greater magnitude. Under color of legal process, a com- 'l'erritory. His testimony was regarded as important, and 
pany of about 700 armed men, the grea~ body of whom, upon his sworn statement that it would endanger his per
your Committee are satisfied, were not citizens of the Ter- son to give it openly, the majority of your Committee 
ritory, marched into the town of Lawrence_, ~nder Illar- deemed it proper to examine him ex-parte, and did so. 
shal Donaldson and S. J. Jones, officers cla1mmg to act By reason of these occurrences, the contestant and the 
under the law, and bombarded and then burned to the party with and for whom he acted, were unrepresented be
ground a valuable hotel and one private house; destroyed fore us during a greater portion of the time, and your 
two printing presses and material; and then, being re- Committee were required to ascertain the truth in the best 
l eased by the officers, whose posse they claimed to be, pro- manner they could. 
ceeded to sac!;:, pillage, and rob houses, stores, trunks, etc., Your Committee report the following facts and conclu-
even to the clothing of women and children. Some of the sions as established by the testimony : 
letters thus unlawfully taken were private ones, written by .ff'irst. 'l'hat each election in the Territory, held under 
the contesting Delegate, and they were offered in eviden_ce. the organic or alleged 'l'erritorial la''• has been carried by 
Yonr Committee ditl not deem that the persons holdmg organized invasions from the State of lllissouri, by which 
them had any right thus to use them, and refused to be the people of the 'l'erritory have been prevented from 
made the instruments to report private letters thus ob- exercising the rights secured to them hy the organic 
ta in ed. Jaw. 

This force was not resisted, because it was collected and Second. That the alleged Territorial Legblature was 
marshaled uncler the forms of law. But this act of bar- an illegally-constituted body, and had no power to pass 
barity, unex:impled in the history of our Government, ~·as valid laws, ancl their enactments are, therefore, null and 
followed by its natural consequences. All the rest1:amts void. 
which American citizens are accustomed to pay even to Third. That these alleged laws have not, as a general 
the appearance of law, were thrown off; one act of vio- thing, been used to protect persons and property and to 
Jenee led to another; homicides became frequent. A punish wrong, but for unlawful purposes. 
party under II. C. Pate, composed chieUy of citizens of Fom·th. 'l'hat the election under which the sitting Dele
lllissouri, were taken prisoners by a party of settlers; and gate, John W. Whitfield, holtls his seat, was not held in 
while your Committee were at Westport, a company chie(ly pursuance of any valid law, and that it should be regarded 
of l\Iissourians, accompanied by the acting Delegate, went only as the expression of the choice M those reoillent citi
to relieve Pate and his party, and a collision was prevented zens who voted for him. 
JJy the United States troops. CiYil war has seemed im- .Fifth. That the election under which the contest ing 
pending in the Territory. Nothing can prevent so great a Delegate, Andrew II. Reeder, claims his seat, was not held 
calamity but the presence of a large force of U11ited States in pursuance of law, and that it should be reµ-anled only 
troops, under a commander who will with prudence and as the expression of the choice of the resiclent citizens who 
discretion quiet the excited passions of both parties, and voted for him. 
expel with force the armed bands of lawless men corning Siwth. That Andrew IT. Reeder received a greater num
from l\Iissouri and elsewhere, who with criminal pertina- ber of votes of resident citizens than John W. 1\"hitfield, 
city infest that 'l'erritory. for Delegate. . 

In some cases, and as to one entire election district, the Seventh. 'l'hat in the present condition of the Territory-, 
condition of the country prevented the attendance of a fair election c:rnnot be held without a new census, a 
witnesses, who were either arrested or detained while obey- stringent and well-guarded election law, the selection of 
ing our process, or deterred from so doing. The Sergeant- impartial Judges, and the presence of t.:nited States troops 
at-Arms, who served the process upon them, was himself at every place of election. 
arrested or detained for a short time by an armed force, Ei[!hth. 'l'hat the various elections held by the people 
claiming to be a part of the posse of the l\Iarshal, but of the Territory preliminary to the formation of the State 
was allowed to proceed upon an examination of his pa- Government have been as regular as the clisturbed concli
pers, and was furnished with a pass, signed by" Warren tion of the 'l'erritory would allow; and that the Constitu
D. Wilkes, of South Carolina." John Upton, another ofli- tion passed by the Convention, held in pursuance of said 
cer of the Committee, was subsequently stopped by a law- elections, embodies the will of a majority of the people. 
less force on the borders of the 'l'erritory, and after being As it is not the province of your Committee to suµ-ges~ 
detained and treated with great indignity, was released. remedies for the existing troubles in the Territory of Kan
He also was furnished with a pass signed by two citizens sas, they content themselves with the foregoing statement 
of lllissouri, and addressed to "Pro-Slavery men." By of facts. 
reason of these disturbances, we were delayed in \Y estport, All of which is respectfully submitted. 
so that while in session there, our time was but partially \Y~1. A. Ilow ARD, 
occupied. JOU}( SuEmIAN. 

But the obstruction which created the most serious em
barrassment to your Committee, was the attempted arrest 
of Gov. lleecler, the contesting Delegate, upon a writ of The Free-State Constitution frarn e u at To-
attachment issued against him by J uclge Le<:ompte, to com-
p el his attendance as a witness before the Grand Jury of peka for Kansas, by the Convention called by 
Douglas County. "William J<'ane, recently from the State the Free-State party, (as set forth in the fore
of Georgia, and claiming to be the Deputy ~farshal, came going document~,) was in due season submitted 
into the room of the Committee, while Gov. Reeder was C "\ R 1 ( 
examining a witne::;s before us, and producing the writ re- to ongress-. lessrs. Andrew H. eel er the 
quired Gov. Reeder to attend him. Subsequent events Free-State Territorial delegate) and J;imes II. 
have only strengthened the conviction of your Committee, Lane having been chosen by the first Free-State 
that thi:> was a wanton and unlawful interference by the Le~islature, Senators of the United Srntes, and 
Juclge who issued the writ, tending greatly to obstrnct a full ~ 
and fair investigation. Gov. Reeder and Gen. ·w11itfield Mr. M. "\Y. Delahay elected Representative in the 
alone were fully possessed of that local information which House, by the Free-State men of Kansas. 
would enable us to elicit the whole trnth, and it was al.rd- Of course, these were not entitled to their sears 
c>us to every one that any eYent whicl.t would separate 
either of them from the Committee, would necessari'Iy hin- until the aforcsaiu instrnmen t (known as the 
der, delay, and embarrass it. Gov. Reeder claimed th at, ''Topeka Constitution") shoulu be accepted by 
under the circumstances in which he was placetl, he was Congress, and the State thereup·on admitted 
pril'ilegcd from arrest except for treason, felony, or breach · U . Tl · C · · · f 
of the peace. As this was a question of p1-iYilege, proper mto the mon_. . HS onst1tut1on, beu_ig orm. 
for the Cow-ts, or for the privileged person alone to deter-, ally presented ll1 e1t.her Ilousc, was rccerreu and 
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referred to their respecfrrn Committees on Ter-1 Mr. Stephens's substitute, as thus amentled bv 
l'itories; but the accompanying Memorial from its adversaries, was abandoned by its original 
the Free-State Legislature, setting forth the I\ friends, and received but two YOtes-those of 
grounds of the application, and praying for ad- ~Iessrs. George G. Dunn, of Indiana, and John 
mission as a State, was, after haviug been re- Scott Harrison, of Ohio--Xays, 210. 
cei\·ecl by the Senate, reconsidered, rejected, Mr. Dunn had previously moved a reference 
and returned to Col. Lane, on the allegation of the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
that material changes had been made in it since the state of the Union. This was now defeated: 
it left Kansas. The Senate, in like manner, re- Yeas, 101 ; Kays, 109. 
jected repeated motions to accept the Constitu- Mr. Jones, of Tenne;;see, now moved that the 
tion, and thereupon admit Kansas as a Free bill do lie on the table, which was defeated. 
State-there never being more than Messrs. Yeas, 106; Nays, 107; (Barclay of Pennsyl
Ilamlin and Fessenden, of Maine, Hale and Bell, vania, Dunn of Indiana, Ha Yen and \Yilliams, 
of K cw-Hampshire, Collamer and Foot, of Ver- of K ew-York.-Yeas : Bayard Clarke, of New
mont, Sumner and "Wilson, of Mass., Foster, York, Hickman and Millward, of Pennsylvania, 
of Connecticut, Seward and Fish, of New-York, Moore, of Ohio, and Scott, of Indiana.-Nays: 
Wade, of Ohio, Durkee and Dodge, of Wiscon- Scott Harrison, of Ohio, not voting, \Yells of 
sin, Trumbull, of Illinois, and Harlan, of Iowa, Wisconsin, absent). The House now refused 
(lu) Senators in favor of such admission, and to adjourn by 106 to 102; and, after a long 
these never all present at the same time. struggle, the final question was rrached, and the 

In the llouse-the aforesaid Constitution and bill rejected: Yeas, 106; Nays, 107. 
Memorial lmving been submitted to the Com- So the bill was lost. 
mittce on Territories-its Chairman, Mr. Grow, July lst.-?ifr. Barclay, (Dem.) of Pcnnsyl-
of I'cnna., from a majority of said Committee, vauia rose to a privileged motion. Ile moved 
reportetl in favor of the admission of Kansas _a reconsideration of the preceding vote, by 
under such Constitution, as a Free State; and which the Free-Kansas bill bad been rrjected. 
afLer debate the Previous Question thereon was A stormy debate ensued, in the midst of which 
ordered (June 28th) by a vote of 98 Ayes to Mr. Howard, of 11.ichigan, ro:;e to a question of 
6:3 Noes. Previous to this, however, Mr. Ste- higher privilege (as affecting the right of a 
phens, of Georgia, had proposed, as rm amend- member [delegate] to his seat) and submitted 
mcnt or substitute, a radically different bill, the report of the Kansas Investigating Com
contemplating the appomtment by the Presi- mittee (already given). The Speaker susta.ined 
dent and Senate of five CommissionerR, who the motion, and the llouse sustainetl the 
should repair to Kansas, take a census of the Speaker. The report was thereupDn presented 
inhabitants and legal voters, and thereupon pro- and reat.l, consuming a full day. 
ceed to apportion, during the month of Septem- July 3rd.-'l'he question of reconsidering the 
ber, 1856, the delegates (52) to form a Consti- vote defeating the Free-Kansas bill was again 
tutional Convention, to be elected by the legal reached. Mr. liouston, of .Alabama, moved that 
voters aforesaid; said delegates to be chosen it do lie on the table; defeated : Y cas, 07 ; 
on the day of the Presideutial election (Tues- Kays, 102. The main question \Tas then order
day, K ov. 4th, 1856), and to assemble in Con- ed: Yeas, 101 ; Nap, 98; and the reconsidera.
veution on the first Monday in December, 1856, tioucarried: Yeas, 101; Nays, 99. The previous 
to form a State Constitution. The bill proposed, question on the passage of the bill was 11ow 
also, penalties for illegal voting at said election. ordered: Yeas, 99; Nays, 96; a motion by 

To this substitute-bill, Mr. Dnnu, of Indiana, Mr. McQueen, of South Carolina, to lay the bill 
proposed the following amenil 11.ent, to come in on the table was defeated: Yeas, 97; Nays, 
at the end as au additional se<..:L1ou: 100; and then the bill was finally passed: Yeas, 

SEC. 18.-And be itfitr~ha onacted, That so much of 
the fourteenth section and of tlie tl1irty-second section of 
the act passed at the first seosion of the 'l'liirty-'.l'liird Con
gres,;, commonly called the Kansas and Nebraska act, as 
reads as follows : " Except the eighth section of the act 
preparntory to the admbsion of l\lissouri into the Union, 
approved Mardi 6, 1821J , which, being inconsistent with 
the principle of non-intervention by Congress with 
Slavery in the States and 'l'erritories, as recognized by 
the legislation of 1S50, commonly called the Compromise 
l\lea,;ures, is herel.ly declared inoperative and void; it 
being the true i11lc11r and meaning of tl1is act not to legis
late ~lavery into any State or 'l'enitory, or to exclude it 
therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free 
to form and regulate Lheir domestic institutions in their 
own way, subject ouly to the Constitution of the United 
States: Provided, 'J'llat nothing herein contaiued shall 
be construed to revive or put in force any law 01· regula
tion which may have exbted prior to the act of 6th of 
!lfarch, 1 20, ci.rher protecting, establishing, prohibiting, 
or abolishing Slavery," be, aml the same is hereby, re
pealed. Povi<led, 'l'hat any person or persons lawfully 
held to service within either of the Territories named in 
said act shall be discharged from such service, if they shall 
not be removed and kept. out of said Territories within 
twelve rnonths from tue passage of this act. 

llr. Dunn's amendment to the Stephens 
amendment or substitute, was carried : Yeas, 
109 ; Nays, 102. 

99; Nays, 97. 
Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, moYed the recon

sideration of this vote, and that the motion to 
reconsider do lie on the table, \Yhich was per
mitted, without further diYision. 

Jnne 30th.- Mr. Douglas reported to the 
Senate on several bills submitted by :.llessrs. 
Clayton, 'l'ornbs, and others, for the pacifica
tion of the Kansas troubles, as also decidedly 
against Gov. Seward's proposition to admit 
Kansas as a Free State, uuder her 'I'opclrn Con
stitution. Mr. Coll:11ne1·1 being the minority of 
the 'I'erritorial Committee, made a brief and 
pungent counter-report. Jir. Douglas gave 
notice th:it he woultl ask for a final Yotc ou the 
day after the next. 

July lst.-Bill debated by :.llcssrs. Thompson 
of Ky., Ilale of N. lI., Bigler of Pa., A.dams of 
Miss., and Crittenden of Ky. 

July 2d.-Debate continued through the day 
and following night, the majority resisting all 
motions to adjourn. Messrs. \Vade, Pugh, 
Briggs, Bigler, 'l'oombs, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Bell, Seward, Hale, and nearly half the Scn::ite 



• 

108 .A. POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

participated. .A.n amendment moved by Mr. [ patrick, Geyer, Ilunter, Iverson, Jo_hnson, Jones of fowa, 

f H' l d f .-1•. er t Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Adams, o lllLSS., t 1e ay be ore, st~ L -ino OU so • Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucey, Weller, 
much of the bill as secures the Right of Suf- j Wright, and Yulee--36. 

frage, in the proposed reorganization of Kansas, l Mr. Foster, of Connecticut, moved the follow
to alien residents who shall have declared their in()' amendment: 

intention. to become c_itizens, and renounced ~Ec.-.And be it further enacted, That, until the in
all allegiance to foreign governments, was habitants of said 'l'erritory shall proceed to hold a Con
adopted: Yeas · 22; Nays, 1 ti. v~ntion to form a State Constitution _according to the pro-

s · · ' th . · f J l 3d th f 1- v1s1ons of this act, and so long as said 'l'erntory remams 
.ome time m e IDOlllLDg O u Y ' e 0 a Territory, the following sections contained in chapter 

lowmg amendment, reduced to shape by Mr. one hundred and fifty-one, in the volume transmiUed to 
Geyer, of ~Io., was added to the 18th section of the Senate, by the .President of the United States, as _con
the bill-only Brown of Mis::>. Fitzpatrick of taimng the laws of Kansas, be, an_d th~ same are hereby, 

' '. . ' . . declared to be utterly null and v01d, viz. : 
Ala, and ltason, ?f Va., votmg agamst lt: "§12. If any free person, by speaking or by writing, M· 

Ye;ts, 40. It provides that sert or maintain that persons have not the right to hold slares 

No law shall be made or have force or effect in said 
Territory [of Kansas] which shall require any attesta
tion or oatll to support any act of Congress or other 
legislative act, as a qualification for any civil office, 
public trnst, or for any employment or profession, or to 
berve as a juror, or vote at an election, or which shall 
ill1posc any tax upon, or condition to, the exercise of 
the right of suffrage, by any qualified voter, or which 
shall restrain or prohibit the free discussion of any law 
or subject ofleg'slation in the said 'l'erritory, or the free 
expression of opinion thereon by the people of said '.l'er
ritory. 

Mr. Trumbull, of Ill., moved the foliowing: 
A.nil lie it .f1b1'ther enacted, 'l'hat it was the true in

tent and meaning of the " ac~ to organize the 'l'erritories 
of i'lebn1.ska and Kansas," not to legislate Slavery into 
Kansas, nor to exclu<lc it therefrom, but to leave the 
people thereof perfectly free through their 'l'erritorial 
Legislature to regulate the institutiou of Slavery in their 
own way, subject to the Constitution of the United 
Sa>ates ; and that, until the Territorial Legislature acts 
upon the subject, the owner of a slave in one of the 
State::; has no right or authority to take such slave into 
the Territory of Kansas, and there hold him as a slave; 
but every slave taken to the 'l'erritory of Kan as by his 
owner for purposes of settlement is hereby declared to be 
free nnles::; there is some valid act of a duly constituted 
Legl:;latirn Assembly of said 'l'erritory, under 11hich he 
may be held as a slave. 

The Yeas and iays being ordered, the pro
po:;itioa was voted down-Yeas, 9; Nays, 34-
as follows: 

YEAS.-l\Iessrs. Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Seward, 'l'rurnbull, \\'ade, :10d Wilson-9. 

N..i.Ys.-l\lessrs. Adams, Allen, llayard, Bell of Ten
nessee, Benj:imin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Cass, Clay, Criltenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, 
]'itzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, John;ou, Jones of 
Iowa, l\Iallory, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Sliclell, 
'l'hompson of Kentucky, 'l'ootubs, 'l'oucey, Weller Wright, 
and Yulee--3-t 

Mr. Trumbull then proposed that the Ka.nsas
K ebraska a.ct 
was intended ro, and doe>, confer upon, or leave to, the 
people of the 'l'erritory of Kansas full power, at any time, 
through its Territorial Legislature, to exclude Slavery 
from said Territory, or to recognize and regulate it. there
in. 

This, too, was voted clown. Mr. Trumbull 
then propo6eu the followi11g: 

And lie itjurther enacted, 'l'hat all the acts and pro
ceedings of ull and every bociy of men heretofore assem
bled in said 'l'erritory of Kansas, and claiming to be a 
Legisiative Assembly thereof, with authority to pass laws 
for the g ivcrnment of said 1\~rritory, are hereby declared 
to be utterly null and void. And no person sl1all !told 
any office, or exercbe any authority or juri;;diction in 
said 'l'ernrory, nnder or by virtue of any power or 
authority derived from such Legislative Assembly; nor 
shall the members thereof exercise any power or authority 
as such. 

This, too, was voted Jown, as follows: 
YEAS.-1\Iessr<. Bell of New-Hampshire, Collamer, 

Durkee, ~·e;,enden, Poot, Fo,ter, l:lale, Seward, Trumbull, 
Wade, an<l Wilsou-11. 

NA Y~.-Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayani, Bell of Ten 
nessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Hig-ler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Ca,,,, Clu~·, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fitz-

in this Territory, or shall introduce into this Territory any book, 
paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, containrng any denial 
of the right of persons lo hold sl:wes in this Territory, such 
persons shall be deemed guilty of felony, and punished by im
prisonment at hard labor for a term of not less than two years. 
"~ 13. No person who is consciemiously opposed lo hold

ing slaves, or who does not admit the right lo bold slaves in 
this Territory, shall sit as a juror on the trial of any pro
secution for the violation of any one of the section~ of this 
act.'' 

This was rejected [as superfluous, or covered 
by a former amendment,] as follows: 

YEAS.-1\Iessrs. Allen, Bell of New-Hampshire, Clay
ton, Collaruer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, :Foster, Hale, 
Seward, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson-i3. 

N..i.Ys.-l\Iessrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, 
Jones oflowa, l\Iallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebas
tian, Slidell, Stuart, '.l'hompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 
'l'oucey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee-32. 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, moved that the 
whole bill be stricken out and another inserted 
insteau, repealing all the Territorial la'irs of 
Kansas. 

Rejected: Yeas, 8, (Bell, of New-Hampshire, 
Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foster, Seward, 
\Yade, and Wilson;) Kays, 35. 

Mr. Seward moved to strike out the whole 
bill, and insert instead one admitting Kansas as 
a Free State, under the Topeka Constitution: 
Defeated-Yeas, 11; Kays, 36-as follows: 

YEAs.-Messrs. Bell of New-Hampshire, Collamer 
Durkee, Fessenden, Foot., Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson-11. 

N .;.Ys.-l\Iessrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Ben
jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fitz
patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 
l\Iallory, lllason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Seb.tstian, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, '.l'oombs, 'l'oucey, Weller, 
\hight, and Yulee--36. 

The bill was now reported as amended, and 
the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole concurred in. The bill was then (8 A. 

M.) ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and, on the question of its final passage, 
the vote stood-Yeas, 33; Nays, 12--as follows: 

YEAS,-:'.llessrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of 'l'ennessee, Ben
jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 13rodheacl, Brown, Ca~s, 
Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, J!]vans, Filzpati·ick, Geyer, 
llunter, Iver;on, Johnson, Jones of Iow<e, ;\Iallory, Pratt, 
Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Ken
tucky, 'l'ootllbs, 'l'oucey, Weller, \\"right, and Yulee-33. 

NAYS.-~le:isrs. Edi of New-Hampshire, Collamer, 
Dodge, Durkee, FPssenden, Foot, Foster, llale, Sewanl , 
'l'ruiubull, Wade, an<l Wilson-12. 

'l'he bill was then sent to the Ilouse. It pro
vides that fl.ye competent persons appointed by 
the Presideu t, shall take a census of the legal 
voters of the Territory on the 4th of July, 1856, 
these to be apportioned into 52 districts, for the 
purpose of electing delegates to form a State 
Constitution ; it imposes penalties for using 
force or threats to influence any qualified voter 
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in givincr his vote or to deter him from aoincr /who ma:i: be restrained of his liberty by reason of said 
0 

' i:' ·"' prosecutions, shall be released therefrom without delay. 
to the polls ; the delegates elected under this Nor shall there hereafter be instituted any criminal 
act to assemble in Convention on the 1st Mon-/ prosecution, in any of the courts of the united States, or 
day of December 1856 to first determine by of said Territory, against any person or persons for any 

h . .'' , d. f St such charge of treason in said Territory prior to the pas-
vote 'Yhe~ er rt Is expe rent to orm _a . a~e sage of this act, or any violation or disregard of said 
Const1tut10n and Government, and if rt rs Legi;;lative enactments at any time. 
dccid~d t.o be expedient, to proceed to form a § 23 grants to every actual settler a right of 
sonst1tut1~n and Govern~ent for th~ Sta.te of preemption to the quarter-section of public 
Kansas, _with the boundaries d~fined 111 this act. land improved and occupied by him in said 

The bill was never acted on 111 the House, but Territory of Kansas, prior to Jan. 1st, 1858. 
lay ?n the Sp.eaker's table, :untouched, when the The two last and most important sectious of 
sess10n termmated by adjournment, Monday, Mr. Dunn's bill are verbati11l as follows: 
Aug. 18th. 

July 8th.-In Senate, Mr. Douglas reported 
back from the Committee on Territories the 
House bill to admit Kansas as a State, with an 
amendment striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting instead the Senate bill 
(No. 356) just referred to. 

Mr. Hale, of N. H., moved to amend this 
substitute by providing that all who migrate to 
the Territory prior to July 4th, 1857, shall be 
entitled to a vote in determining the character 
of the institutions of Kansas. Lost: Yeas, 13; 
Xays, 32. 

Mr. 'I rum bull, of Ill., moved that all the Terri
torial laws of Kansas be repealed and the Terri
torial officers dismissed. Rejected : Yeas, 12 ; 
Kays, 32·. 

Mr. Collamer, of Vt., proposed an amendment, 
prohibi ting Slavery in all that portion of the 
Louisiana purchase north of StiO 30' not in
cluded in the Territory of Kansas. Rejected
Yeas, U; Nays, 30-as follows: 

YEAs-1\fessrs. Bell of N. H., Collamer, Dodge, Fes
senden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, 'l'rum
bull and Wade. 

N "'vs-Messrs.Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Bright, 
Brodhead, J:lutler, Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, l<'itz
patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa., 
Jones of Tenn., Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Se
bastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Ky., Toombs, Weller, 
.and Yulee. 

The substitute reported by Mr. DouglaR was 
then agreed to-Yeas, 32; Nays, lil-and tlie 
bill in this shape passed. 

[This amendment was not concurred in nor 
ever acted on by the House.] 

July 2\Jth.-:Mr. Dunn, of lnd., called up a bill 
" To reorganize the Territory of Kansas and for 
other purposes," which he had originally (July 
7th) proposed as a substitute for the Senate bill 
(No 356) aforesaid. Its length, and the substan
tial identity of many of its provisions with th0sc 
of other bills organizing Territories contained 
in this volume, dissuade us from quoting it 
entire. It provides for a legislative election on 
the first Tuesday in November next; and sec
tion 15 proceeds: 

§ 15. And be it farther e,nacted, That all suits, pro
cesses and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law and 
in cha~cery and all indictments and informations which 
shall be pedding and undetermined in the courts of the 
Territory of Kansas or of New-Mexico, when this act 
shall take effect, shall remain in said courts where pend
ing, to be beard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in 
such courts as though this act had not been passed : 
Provided, nl'!Verthetess, That all criminal prosecutions 
now pending in any of the courts of the Terr1~ory of Kan
sas imputing to any person or persons the crime of trea
son against the United States, and all criminal prosecu
tions by information or indictment, against any person or 
pers~ns for any alleged violation or disregard whatever of 
what are usually known as the laws of the Legislature of 
Kansas, shall be forthwith dismissed by the courts where 
such prosecutions may be pending, and every person 

§ 24. And be it jiirthei' enacted, That so much of the 
fourteenth section and also so much of the thirty-second 
section, of the act passed at the first session of th_e thirty
third Congress,commonly known as the Kansas-.N ebraska 
act as reads as follows, to wit : "Except the eighth sec
tio~ of the act preparatory to the admission of i\lisso uri 
into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, which being in
consistent with the principle of non-intervention by Con
gress with Slavery in the States and 'Territories as recog
nized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
Compromise Measures, is hereby declared i~operati~e 
and void ; it being the true intent and meanrng of this 
act not to legisl ate Slavery into any Territory or State, 
nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people there
of perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic in
stitutions in their own way, subject only to the Consti
tution of the United States : 1-'l'ovided, 'l'hat nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in 
force any law or regnlation which may have existed 
prior to the act of 6th J\larch, 1820, either protecting, es
tablishing, prohibiting or abolishing slavery"-be and the 
same is hereby repealed, and the said eighth section of 
said act of the 6th of"J\farch, 1820, is hereby revived and 
declared to be in full force and effect within the said· 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska: Provided, hO'l.C
l'IVer, '['hat any person lawfully helrl to service in either 
of said Territories shall not be discharged from such 
service by reason of such repeal and revival of said 
eiahth section if such person shall be permanently re
m~ved from st;ch Territory or 'l'erritories prior to the 1st 
day of January, 1858: and any child or children born 
in either of said Territories, of any female lawfully held 
to service, if in like manner removed without said TerTi
tories before the expiration of that date, shall not be, 
by reason of anything in this act, emancipated from 
any service it might have owed had this act never been 
passed: And proi•ided fu1'the1', That any l'.erson law
fully held to service in any other State or 'l'erntory of the 
United States and escaping into either the 'l'erritory of 
Kansas or Nebraska, may be reclaimed and removed to 
the person or place where such service is clue, under any 
Jaw of the United States which shall be in force upon 
the subject. 

§ 25. And be itfiirther e;nacted, That flll other parts of 
the aforesaid Kansas-Nebraska act which relate to the 
said Territory of Kansas, and every other law or usage 
having, or which is pretended to have, any foi:ce or ellect 
in said 'l'erritory in conflict with the provisions or the 
spirit of this act, except such Ja,ys of Congress and treaty 
stipulations as relate to the Indians, are hereby repealed 
and declared void. 

Mr. Dunn, having carried a reference to the 
Committee of the ·whole, of a bill introduced 
by Mr. Grow, repealing all the acts of the al
leaed Territorial Legislature of Kansas, now 
m~ved and carried a reconsideration of that 
vote , and proceeded to the str·iking out of 
Mr. Grow's bill and the insertion of his own as 
a substitute. The motion prevailed. Where
upon Mr. Dunn moved the previous question on 
ordering this bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time, which prevailed-Yeas, 92; Nays, 86 
-and then the bill passed-Yeas, 88; Kays, 74. 

This bill was not acted on by the Senate. 
The House, iu the course of its action on the 

several Annual Appropriation bills, affixed to 
several of them, respectively, provisos, abol
ishino-, repealing or suspending the various ob
noxiius acts of the Territorial Legislature ; but 
all these were resisted by the Senate and were 
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ultimately given up by the House, save one I adoption of the Free-State constitution as afore
appropriating $ 20,000 for the pay and expense3 , :;:1id. lrnd been previously beaten, aft:ir p1'evail
of the next 'rerritorial Legislature, which the ing iu the Ilouse-the Senate striking them out 
Senate gave ~p, on finding itself in serious dis-\ and the House (by union of nearly a.11 th: snp
agreement with the House, and thus secured porters of Fillmore with nearly or quite all 
the passage of the Civil Appropriation bill. I those supporting Buclm1rnn) finally acquiescing. 
Finally, the two llouses were at odds, on a pro- The 3-1th Congress rcassernllled on the 1st of 
viso forbidding the employment of the Army to December. Since the ttdjournmcnt from the 
enforce the acts of the Shawnee Mission assem- last session the presidential ele...:rion had taken 
bkge, claiming to be a Territorial Legislature place, resulLing in tue election of James 
of Kansas, when at noon on the 18th of Au- Buchanan as President. The popular vote g<i.ve 
gust the speaker's hammer fell, anouncing the neither of the three candidates a majority. [n 
termination of the session, leaving the Army the Free St:ttes the election was hotly contested 
bill uupasscd. But President Pierce imme- and a very la,rge vote polled. In the Southern 
diately issued a proclamation convening an cxtrl\ States the vote was small, as no issue wa.s pre
session on the 21st (Thursday), when the two sented to the people, it being claimed by 
Ilouses reconvened accordingly,and a foll quo- their respective partisans, that both the crndi
rnm of each was found to be present. The dates (Buchanan and Fillmore) voted for in 
House promptly repassed the army bill, again that section were equally Pro-Slavery. But the 
affixing a proviso forbiding the use of the army pro-slavery leaders had declared in favor of 
to enforce the disputed Territorial laws, which Buchanan, and he consequentl.Y received large 
proviso the Senate as promptly struck out, and mnjoritics in nearly every Slave SLrtte. 
the House as promptly reinserted. The Senate On the first d<.ty of the session, Kansas affairs 
insisted on its disagreement, but asked no con- callle up in the House on an objection to admit 
ference, and the House (Aug. 22d) by a close J. W. Whitfield to a seat as a delegate, the ob
vote decided to adhere to its proviso: Yeas, 97; jection being that tlrn border ruffian la1Ys uuder 
Nays, 93 ; but one of the yells (Bocock of Va.) which he bad been elected \\'ere "null and 
was so given in order to be able to move a re- void." 
consideration; so that the true division was Mr. Grow spoke against admitting \'{hitfielJ, 
96 to 94, which was the actual division on a and quoted from a speech of }lr. Clayton (a 
motion by Mr. Collb of Ga. that the House re- short time before his decease) in the Senate. 
cede from its position. Finally, a motion to ~lr. Clayton, in speaking of these laws, said: 
reconsider was made and laid on the table ; Now sir Jet me allude to that subject which is the 
Y cas, 97 ; Nays, 96 ; and the House thereupon great c~us~ of all this discord between the two llouses. 
adJ' ourned. 'l'he u~jn&t . iniqii,itons, opp1·essive an.d :i1~fa111ous laws 

enacted by the Kansas Legislature, as 1t is called, ought 
Ang. 23d.-The Senate also voted to ad- to be repealed before we adjourn." ..... . 

here : Yeas, 35 ; Nays, 9. What are these laws? One of them sends a man to hard 
Mr. Clayton proposed a committee of Confer- labor for not less than two years for daring to discuss 

the question whether Slavery exists, or does not exist, 
ence, to ·which Mr. Seward objected. No ac- in Kan;;as: not less than t"·o yea1·s-it may be fifty; and 
tion. if a man could live as olcl as Methuselah, it might be 

In the House :Ur. Campbell of Ohio proposed I over nine hundred years. That act prohibits n'.l freedom 
· · · C ' · ' ' . of discussion in Kansas on the great subject directly re

a s1m1har omm1ttee of Conference. Objected ferred to the exclusive decision of the people in that 
to. 'l'ernto:y · strikes down the liberty of the prn:;s too; and 

Ur. Cobb, of Ga. moved that the House re- is an a<.:t 'eg1·egiously tyrannical as ever was attemp~ed 
d f · K .' · D · . v . , l.Jy any of Lhe ::ltuarts, Tudors 01· Plantagenets of En

ce e /om its ansa~ proviso. cfeated. J. e,1,,, gland, and tltis Senate persists in declaring tbat we are 
97 ; Nays, 100. Adjourned. not to repeal that! 

'rhe stru"'ale for the passao-e of the bill with Si1· let us tender to the House of Representatives the 
, · 1 "h"' · · "' d .1 ' . d , repel! of that and all other objectionable ancl .infamo~1s 

or '' itnout t e proviso contrnnc untt ::-i,ttur ay, laws that were passed by that Leg:slature. I rndude rn 
August 30th, when, several me111l>ers, ltostlle this denunciation, without any hesitation, thos_e :i.cts 
to the pt'Oviso and hitherto absent unpaired which prescribe that a man shall not even practice law 
havincr return~d the House arrain p' assed th~ in the Territory unless he swear,;' to support th~ FugitiYe 

o . . ' . "? Slave Law· that he shalt not vote at any elect10n, or be 
Army bill with the proviso modified as follows: a member ~f the Legislature, unless he swea1 s to support 

Provided, however, that no part of the military foyce the Fugitive Slave Law; that he shall not hold any otlice 
of the United States, for the support of which appro- of honor or trust there, unless he swears to support the 
priations are made by this act, shall be employed in aid l!'ugitive Slave Law; and you may as well impose just 
of the enforcement of any enactments heretofore made such a test oath for any other and every other law. . . 
by the body claiming to b.,i the '£erritorial Legislature I will not go through the whole catalogue of the oppres
of Kansas. sive laws of this Territory. I hav~ done that before to-

day. There are others as bad as these to wllicl1 I have 
The bill passed as reported (under the Pre- now referred. . . . . r will not, on the other hand, 

vious Question) : Yeas, 99 ; Nays, 79 ; and was ever degrade myself by standing for an instant by those 
sent to the Senate, where the above proviso abominable and infamous laws which I denounced 

here this mornin"'. What I desire now is, that the Senate 
was stricken out : Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 7 ; and the of the United st:tes shall wash its hands of all participa· 
]Jill thus returned to the House, when the Sen- tion in these iniquities by repealing those laws. 
ate's amendment was concurred in: Yeas, 101; On Dec. 2nd, President Pierce sent his annual 
~ ays, 97 • message to the two HouseR of Congress. In re-

So the proviso was beaten at last, and the bill fcrring to the late election, tbe President says: 
passed, with no restriction on the ?resident's It is impossible to misapprehend the great principles 
discretion in the use of the Army in Kansas ; which by their recent political action, the people of the 
just as all attempts of the House to direct United States have sanctioned and announced. 
the President to have a nolle proseqiti entered They have asserted the Constitutional eriuality of each 

and all of the States of the Union as States; they have 
in the case of the ,Free-State prisoners in Kan- affirmed the constitutional equality of each and all of 
sas charged with aiding the formation and the citizens of the United States as citizens, whatever 



PRESIDE~T PIERCE O:N" KANSAS. 111 

their religion, wherever their birth, or their residence; J pro\Jlems of soci:tl institutions. political economy, and 
they have maintained the inviolability of the constitu- statesmanship, tl1ey treat w11il unrea,;un>thle mtempe
tional rights of the different sections of the Union; and I ranee of thought and language. .1£xtremes bege.t ex
they have proclaimetl their devoted and unalterable at- tremes. Violent attack from the North finds its 1neYttable 
tachment to the Union and the Constitution, as objects cons<quence 111 the growth of a >ptnt of angry defiance at 
of interest superior to all subjects of local or sectional the South. 'l.'hus, in the progress of .events, we had 
controversy, as the safeguard of the rights of all as the reached the co.nsummat1on winch the voice of the pea.pie 
spirit anrl true essence of the liberty, peace, and great- has now so potntedly rebuked, of the aUetupt of a portton 
ness of the Republic. of the States, by a sectional organization anti n10vem~nt, 

In doing this, they have, at the same time, emphati- to usurp the control of the Uovernrnent of the Umtetl 
cally condemned the idea of organizing in Llie~e United States. 
States mere geographical parties; of marshalling in hos- . I confidently believe that the great b~dy of those who 
tile array towards each :ither the difierent parts of tlie mcons1derately took tins fatal step are s111cerely attached 
country North or South East or ·west. to the Constitution and the Uuion. '1.'hey would, upon 

Schen;es of this natur~, fraught with incalculable mis- de.1iberati0n, shdnk ':ith unaff~c.tec.I horror from any con
chief, and which the considerate sense of the people bas sc10us act of d1su1110~ or c1v1l wttr. But they have 
rejected, could have had countenance in no part of the entered into a path which lean.s nowhere, unless it b~ to 
country, had they not been disguised by suggestions c1v1l war and d1sun1on, and which has ~10 other possible 
plausible in appearance, acting upon an excited state of outlet.. They have proceeded. thus far 111 tha~ dll'tct1on 
the pulJlic mind, induced by causes temporary in their in c?nseque1_ice of tlie su~cess1ve stages of. the11· progress 
character anti it is to be hoped transient in their in!lu- hav111g consisted of a senes of secondary issues, each of 
ence. ' which professed to be confined within constitutional an<.! 

·Perfect liberty of association for political objects and peaceful limits, but which attempted. indirectly what. fe;v 
the widest scope of discussion are the received and or di- men were willi11g to clod trcct ly; that is, to act aggress1ve1y 
nary conditions of government in our country. Ohr in- against the constitutional rigltts of nearly one-half of the 
stitutions, framed in the spirit of confidence in the intel- thirty-one St.ates._ . . . 
ligence and integrity of the people, do not forbid citizens, In the long senes of acts. of. 111dll'ect aggression_, the 
either individually or associated together, to attacl( by first was the st1:ennous ag1tat1on, by. ctttzens ot the 
writieg, speech, or any other methods short of physical Northern States.' 1u .con.gress and out of 1.t, of the question 
forne, the Constitution anti the very existence of the of negro ernanc1pat1on 1u lite Southern States. 
Union. Cnder the shelter of this great liberty, anti pro- In r eference to the repeal of the :Missouri 
tectetl by the laws and usages of the government they C · d tl I a· 'l t' , po ver of Con 
assail, associations have been formed in some of the om promise, an _rn _eo 1" a I\ e . 1 • 
States, of individuals who, pretending to seek only to gress over the 'l'erntories, the President says : 
prevent the spread of the institution of Slavery into the The enactment which established the restrictive geo
present or ~uture !ncl10ate States of the Uni_on_, are re.ally graphical line, w;ts licquiesced in, rather than approved, 
rnflarr~et~ w1tl~ desire t? change tl:e dom~st1c 1?st1tut1ons uy the States of Lite Uuion. It stood on the statute-book, 
of ~x1st1ng :States. 'l:o accomplish the11· obJects,_ t1:ey howevPr, for a number of years; and the people of the 
ded1~ate themoelves t? th_e od10_us task of _tlepre.crnirng respective States acquiesced in the reenactment of the 
the Govemme'.lt ?rgan~zat!on. wh!c~ sta_nds.m theH" way, principle as applied to tlte State of Texas; ancl it was 
and of calu_n:111at111g, w1th_ 111d1scnm111at111fl' 111vect1ve, not proposer! to acquiesce in its further application to the 
only the c1t1zens of particular States, ;v1th whose _laws ierntory acquired by the United States from Mexico. 
they find fault, but all others of tlte11· fe_ll?w-cit1z~ns But this proposition was successfully resisted by the re
tltrou?ilont. tlte country, who do n~t ~artw1pate with presentatives from the Northern States, who, regardless 
them 111 theu· assaults upon the <?o~st1tul1on, fra~e~ and of the statute line, imistetl upon 3))plying restriction to tile 
:idopted by our fathers, and cl:irm1~g for the pnvtleges new territory generally, whether lying north or south of 
it has secured, anti the bless111gs it has co~ferr~tl, the it, thereby repealing it as a legislative compromise, anti, 
steady support a?d grat_efu l reverence of then· children. on the part of the North, persistently violating the com
'l'h~.I' seek an Object which they well know to be a revo- pact, if compact there was. 
;ut1onary o~e. 'l'he.l'. ~re perfectly aware that the change 'l'nereupon, this enactment ceased to have binding virtue 
111 the relat1v~ cond1tton of ~he white and black races i_n in any sense, whether as respects the North or the South; 
the sl<weho_ldmg States, w~1ch they would p~·o?-10te, is anti so in effect it was treated on the occa,ion of the ad
b_eyonrl. then· law fol authonty; that to them it is a for- mission of the State of C<tiifornia, and the organization 
eign ohJect; that It cannot be efiected by any peaceful of the Ter ritories of New Mexico Utah and w,L,hi1wton. 
instrn~11entality of th~irs; that for them, anti .the States Such was the state of this question when th~., time 
of wl11ch they are c1t1<'.ens; the only path to its accom- arrived for the or"anization of the Territories of Kanrns 
plishmcnt is through bur?ing cities, and ravaged field~, :md Nebraska. I~ the progress of constitutional inquiry 
and sl;tughterntl populations, and all there ts most tern- and reflection it had now at Jenath come to be ,;een 
ble in foreign_, cornpli~ated with civil. and servi_le wa~·; clearly that Congress does not p~;sess conslituthmal 
and _that the first step 111 the ~tten;pt.1s the forcible dts- power to impose restrictions of this character upon any 
rupuon of. :L country embrac111g 111. its. broad bosom a present or future State of the Union. ln a long ,·eries of 
degree of hbcrty, an_d an amou~1t of 111d1v1dual. an~ pub- c.lecisions, on the fullest argu1nent, anti after the ruost 
l ie lH·o~pent.1: to _wl~1ch there is. no parnllel rn hts~ory, c:eliberate considcrat ion, the t>uprerue Co mt oft lie United 
and su\J:;t1tut11~g rn_ 1ts pla?e hosL!le government~_, dn ven States had finally tleterrninetl this point in eYer~ form 
at o~ce and mev1tably into. mutual den1,t<1t1on and under which the question could arise, whether as <1tlect111g 
frat~1c1dal carnage, trai:sform111g the now peaceful and public or private rigl1t,-in questions of tlte puliltc d•J
fehc1tous brot_he1hootl 1.nto a vast pe_rmanen,t camp of uiain, of religion, of navigation, aild ofservttude. 
armed men, ltke the rn-al monarchies of Europe and 'l'he severnl States of tlte Union are, !Jy force of the 
Asia. Well knowing that such, :ind such only, are the Constitution, coequal in domestic legbl;Llive power. Con
means and the consequences of their plans anc.I purpo_ses, gress cannot change a law of domestic n:lat ion in the 
they entlea\•or to prepare the people of the Umted :State of l\Iaine: no more can it in the State of :llissouri. 
States fo.r civil war by. doi_ng everything in their powe1· Any statute wltich propose; to do tllis is a. 1_nerc nullity; 
to de1~nve the Const1tut~on anti tl~e laws of .moral it takes away no ril(ltL, it confers none. It tt rcn1a1ns on 
authonty, an<.! to undermme the fabnc of the Union by tlie statute-book nnrepealetl it remains there only rts n 
appeals Lo passion and sectional prejudice, by indoctrin- rnonnment of error anti a' beacon of warning- ro the 
ating its people with reciprocal hatred, and by cclucat- le"islato r an<.! the st::tesman. To repeal it will be only to 
ing tltem to stand face to face as enemies, rather than re"'move imperfection from tlte st:ctutes, without aff~cting, 
shoulder to shoulder as friends. either in the sense or permission or of prohibiuon, lite 

lt is \Jy the agency of such unwarrantable interference, action of the Statts or of the;r citizens. 
fo1·eign and domestic, that the minds of many, otherwi,;e Still when the ~uminul restriction of this natnre, 
gootl citize1.1s, have been so in~am.ed _into the pa.s·ionatc a1t·eat1'y a dead letter in law, was in terms reJ)•'aleLi uy 
~oncleu10at1on of the domestic 111st1tutions of the :Southern tlte last. Congress, in a clotu>e of the act oqrnu1z1ng the 
State~, as a.t length to pass insensibly to almost tqually 'r erritories of Kan~a~ anti Nebra~ka, that repeal was inaUt! 
passionate ho:;tility toward their fellow-citizens of those the ocC<LSion of a wule spreaJ anti dangerous agitation. 
States, ttn<l thus, finally, to fall into the temporary fel- It was alleged that the original e11act111ent 1,ei11g :i 
luwsltip with the avowed an<I active enemies of the Cun- compact of perpetual moral o\JligaLiou, irs repeal con
stitution. Ardently attached to liberty in the ab,;trnct, stitutetl an O<lious bre;tch of faith. 
they do not stop tu cousider practically how the objects . . 
they would attain can be accomplished, nor to reflect On the motton to prmt the :Message nnd n.•;-
that, even if the evi l were as great as they deem it, they companyino· doc.:nnwnts, :Mr. llale, of N'. JI., 
have no remedy to apply, and that it can be only aggra- . d . 0 

vatetl by their violence and unconstitutional ac1io11. A Sal · 
question which is one of the most difficult of all the I look on the mess:q~e of the Presid~nt as a most un-
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fortunate one. I have no desire to say anything which 
shall be construed into a want of courtesy, kindness, or 
respect for him. I mean all due courtesy, kindness and 
respect. His situation is certainly such as to appeal to 
the magnanimity ratber than provoke the hostility of 
his opponents. If he had been content to submit to it, 
and go out, as \t seemed to be the wish of his friends and 
foes that he should, without atte'11pting to make such 
a charge as this against his political opponents, I should 
certainly ]; ave been content. 

But, sir, this message of the President is an arraign
ment of a vast majority of the people of eleven States of 
tliis Union of want of fidelity to their constitutional 
obligations, and of hostility to the Union and Constitution 
of these States. I deny it totally. More than that; the 
President of the United States, by virtue of the privileges 
conferred on him by the Constitution, charges upon tile 
majority of the people of these States, in the exercise of 
theit• constitutional prerogative of voting for whom they 
please, the high offense of endeavoring to "usurp "-this 
i.> his very language-" the control of the Government of 
the United States." "Usurp," if lexicographers under
stand the meaning of the word, is "to seize by force 
witliout right." I have observed in the history of the 
past few months no attempt in any section of the country, 
last and least in that section which the President arraigns , 
to seize upon power in this Government except by the 
regular constirutional discharge of the people's obliga
tions and duties as citizens going to tl1e polls in the 
exercise of their elective franchise. Again, sir, I have 
not heard from a single citizen of those States an intima
tion, that if they should fail in the canvass upon which 
they had entered and in which they were striving to 
secure a majority in the councils or this Government, 
they were to do anything else but submit quietly and 
peaceably to the constitutiorrnlly expressed will of a 
majority. 

Mr. Seward, of N. Y., said : 
The President, I think, has departed from a customary 

course iv hi ch was well established by his predecessors; 
that was to confine the annual message of the Executive 
to legitimate matters of legislation which must neces
sarily occupy the attention of Congress, and leave 
pftrtisan disputes, occurring among the people, to the 
consideration and reflection of the people themselves. 
'rhis President of the United States was the first one, I 
think, to depart from that course in his Inaugural Ad
dress; and, if I remember aright, he continued this 
departure in hi3 first message and second message. lie 
has been uncorrected, or rather unreformed in his erro
neous course; he goes through to the end in the same 
course. I am willing, for my own part, that he, like all 
the rest of us, shall have his speech-shall assign: his 
reasons and his vindication for his policy. I do not 
question his right; I do not dispute it. Whatever I 
have thought necessary to submit to any portion of my 
countrymen in regard to the canvass which is past, has 
lJeen submitted in the right t;me, in the right place, and 
I trust, in the right spirit. I am willing to allow the 
President of the United States the same opportunity 
wuich you and l amt all others have enjoyed. 

Mr. :Mason, of Va., said : 
Mr. President: the constant and obstinate agitation of 

questions connected with the institution of Slavery, has 
brought, I am satisfied, the public mind in those States 
where the institution prevails, to the conviction that the 
preservation of that institution rests with themselves and, 
with themselves only. Therefore, at this day, when it is 
the pleasu1·e of Senators again to bring that institution 
under review upon this floor, in any connection what
ever, as one of the Representatives of the South, I take 
no further interest in the discnssion, or in the opinion 
which is entertained at the North in relation to it, than 
as it may confirm the hope that there is a public senti
ment at the North yet remaining, which unites with the 
South in the desire to perpetuate the Union, and that, by 
the aid of that public sentiment at the North, the Union 
will be preserved. But further than that, as a statesman, 
and as one representing a Southern State, where that 
institution prevails m 1• re largely than in any at.her, the 
public sentiment of the North is a matter indiITerent to 
me, because I say again, we have attained the convic
tion that the safety of that institution will rest, must 
rest, and should rest, with the people of the States only 
where it prevails. 

Mr. ·Wilson, of Mass., said : 
The party to which reference has been made in this 

message-for I take it this assault of the President of the 
United States is upon the Republican party, and the 
people who supported that organization in the last 

election-stands before the country with its op1mons 
clearly expressed and openly avowed. It has a right to 
claim from ~he President of the United States-it has a. 
right to claim from honorable Senators here-it has a. 
right to claim before the country that it shall stand upon 
its broad and open declarations of principle. How does 
it stand? It accepts the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the -United States as its fonda
mental creed of doctrine. It claims that Congress has a 
right to legislate for the Territories of the united States, 
and to exclude Slavery from them. It av:iws its deter
mination to exercise that power. It has ·a right to ask 
of the President, and the country, that it shall be judged 
by its open and avowed declarations, and shall not be 
misrepresented, as it has been misrepresented in this 
document by the President of the United States. The 
declaration is broadly made here, not only that these 
men are sectionalists-not only that they have gotten 
up a sectional warfare, bnt that they are maintaining 
doctrines hostile to the perpetuity of the Union. Now, 
sir, let me say here to-day, that I do not know a man in 
the Free States who supported John C. Fremont in t.he 
last presidential election, not one of the one million 
three hundred thousand intelligent freemen who sup
ported tbat nomination, that ever avowed his intention 
to go for a dissolution of this Union; but at all times, on 
all occasions, in public and in private, they have avowed 
their devotion to the Dnion, and their intention to main
tain and defend it. 

Let me say further, that the men in this count.ry, who 
avow themselves to be disunionists, that squad, which, 
dw'ing the last thirty years, on all fit and unfit occasions, 
in moments of excitement and moments of calm, have 
avowed themselves disunionists, have, as a body, en 
masse, supported the Democratic party. The whole 
southern heavens have been darkened during the last 
four months by the black banners of disuµion that have 
floated in the breeze. 

Mr. Pugh, of Ohio, defended the President 
against the construction put on certain parts of 
the message by other Senators. He said: 

My colleague (Mr. Wade) asserts that the President 
has employed libellous terms in speaking of a large 
number of our common constituents, who voted for Col. 
:Fremont at the last election. If the charges were true 
in any sense, I should unite with my colleague in the 
condemnation. which he bas pronounced; for although I 
would have deplored the electi,1n of Col. Fremont as the 
greatest calamity that could befall the American people, 
I feel bound to render my tribute of respect to those 
honest, patriotic, bnt as I think, misguided, citizens of 
Ohio, who voted for him. The paragraph upon which 
my colleague based this accusation, is the one which I 
now send to the secretary's cl.esk. \liere the secretary 
read the part of the message quoted above, beginning, 
"Our institutions framed" and down to " rather 1han 
shoulder to shoulder as friends.") It is (con tinned i\lr. 
Pugh) impossible that this paragraph should apply to 
the members of the l{epublican part.y, if, as now asserted, 
they do not aim at the abolition by Congress of Slavery 
within the States. It is directed against those who hold 
that doctrine. It refers to the men whom the Senatot· 
from l\lass. (l\Ir. Wilson) and the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. Fessenden) themselves have denounced on the floor. 

TIIE LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION. 

On the 8th December, 1857, President Bu
chanan transmitted to Congress his first annual 
message. He devotes considerable space to the 
subject of Slavery, giving a history of the forma
tion of the Lecompton Constitution for Kansas, 
and announcing the doctrine that the Constitu
tion of its own force carries Slavery into all the 
Territories. Speaking of thiR subject, he says: 
" In emerging from the condition of Territorial 
dependence into that of a sovereign State, it 
was their duty, in my opinion, to make known 
their will by the votes of the mnjority, on the 
direct question, whether this important domestic 
institution should or should not contimte to 
exist :" and that the slaves now in Kansas "wne 
brought into the Territory under the Constitu
tion of the United States." 

The following is the part of the message 
referring to Kansas affairs : 
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It is unnecessary to state in detail the alarming con
dition of the Territory of Kansas at the time of my in
auguration. 'l'he opposing parties then stood in hostile 
array against each other, and any accident might have 
relighted the flames of civil war. Besides, at th:s critical 
moment, Kansas was left without a governor by the 
resignation of Governor Geary. 

On the 19th of February previous, the Territorial legis
lature had passed a law providing for the election of de
legates on the third Monday of June, to a convention 
to meet on the first Monday in September, for the pur
pose of framing a constitution preparatory to admission 
into the Union. '!'his law was in the main fair and just; 
and it is to be regretted that all the qualified electors 
had not registered themselves and voted under its pro
visions. 

At the time of the election for delegates, an extensive 
organization existed in the Territory, whose avowed ob
ject it was, if n eed be, to put down the lawful govern
ment by force, and to establish a government of their 
own under the so-called Topeka Constitution. The per
sons attached to this revolutionary organization ab
stained from taking any part in the election. 

The act of the Territ.orial legislature had omitted to 
provide for submitting to the people the constitut.ion 
which might be framed by the Convention; and in the 
excited state of public feeling throughotrt Kansas, an 
apprehension extensively prevailed that a design ex
isted to force upon them a constitution, in relation to 
Slavery, against their will. In this emergency it became 
my duty, as it was my unquestionable right, having in 
view the union of all good citizens in support of the Ter
ritorial laws, to express an opinion on the true construc
tion of the provisions concerning Slavery contained in 
the organic act of Congress of the 30th May, 1854. Con
gress declared it to be "the true intent and meaning of 
this act not to legislate Slavery into any 'l'erritory or 
State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the peo
ple thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 
domestic institutions in their own way." Under it 
Kansas, "when admited as a State," was to "be re
ceived into the Union with or without Slavery as their 
constitution may prescribe at the time of their admis
sion." 

Did Congress mean by this language that the delegates 
elected to frame a constitution, should have authority 
finally to decide the question of Slavery, or did they in
tend, by leaving it to the people, that the people of Kan
sas themselves should decide this question by a direct 
vote? On this subject I confess I had never entertained 
a serious doubt, and, therefore, in my instructions to 
Governor Walker of the 28th March last, I merely said 
that when " a constitution shall be submitted to the peo
ple of the Territory, they must be protected in the exer
cise of their right of voting for or against that instru
ment, and the fair expression of the popular will must 
not be interrupted by fraud or violence." 

In expressing this opinion it was far from my inten
tion to interfere with the decision of the people of Kan
sas, either for or against Slavery. :From this I have 
always carefully abstained. Intrusterl with the duty 
of" taking care that the laws be faithfully executed," 
my only desire was that the people of Kansas should 
furnish to Congress the evidence required by the organic 
act, whether for or against Slavery ; and in this man
ner smooth their passage into the Union. In emerging 
from the condition of Territorial dependence into that of 
a. sovereign State, it was their duty, in my opinion, to 
make known their will by the votes of the majority, on 
the direct question, whether this important domestic in
stitution should or should not continue to exist. In
deed this was the only possible mode in which their will 
could be authentically ascertained. 

The election of delegates to a convention must neces
sarily take place in separate districts. From this cause 
it may readily happen, as has often been the case, that 
a majority of the people of a State or 'l'erritory are on 
one side of a question, whilst a majority of the represen
tatives from the several districts into which it is divided 
may be upon the oth,;r side. 'l'his arises from the fact 
that in some districts delegates may be elected by small 
majorities, whilst in others those of different sentiments 
may receive majorities sufficiently great not only to 
overcome the votes given for the former, but to leave 
a large majority of the whole people in direct oppo
sition to a majority of the delegates. llesides, our his
tory proves that influences may be brought to bear on 
the representative sufficientfy powerful to induce him to 
disregard the will of his constituents. 'l'he truth is, that 
no other authentic and satisfactory mode exists of 
ascertaining the will of a majority of the people of any 
State or Territory on an important and exciting ques
tion like that of Slavery in Kansas, except by leaving it 
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to a direct vote. How wise, then. was it for Congress to 
pass over all subordinate and intermediate agencies, 
and proceed directly to the source of all legitimate 
power under our institutions! 

IIow vain would any other principle prove in prac
tice! This may be illustrated by the case of Kansas. 
Should she be admitted into the Union with a constitu
tion either maintaining or abolishing Slavery, against the 
sentiment of the people, this could have no other effect 
than to continue and to exasperat e the existing agita
tion during the brief period required to make the con
stitution conform to the irresistible will of the majority. 

'l'he friends and supporters of the Nebraska and Kan
sas act, when struggling on a recent occasion to sustain 
its wise provisions before the great tribunal of the Ame
rican people, never dilf~red about its true meaning on 
this subject. Everywhere throughout the Union they 
publicly pledged their faith and their honor that they 
would cbeerfully submit the question of Slavery to the 
decision of the bona fide people of Kansas, without any 
restriction or qualification whatever. All were cordially 
united upon the great doctrine of popular sovereignty, 
which is the vital principle of our free inst itutions. Had it, 
then, been insinuated from any quarter that it would be 
a sufficient compliance with the requisitions of the or
ganic law for the members of a convention, thereaft.er to 
be elected, to withhold the question of :"Javery from the 
people, and to substitute their own will fol" that of a 
legally-ascertained majority of all their constituents, tl1is 
would have been instantly rejected. Everywhern tbey 
remained true to the resolution adopted on a celebrated 
occasion recognizing "the right of the people of all the 
'l'erritories-including Kansas and Nebraska, acting 
through the legally and fairly expressed will of a major
ity of actual residents, and whenever the number of 
their inhabitants justified it-to form a constitut.ion with 
or wit.hoot Slavery, and be admitted into the Union 
upon terms of perfect equalit.y with the other States." 

'l'he Convention to frame a constitution for Kansas 
met on the first ll!onday of September last. 'l'hey were 
called together by virtue of an act of the 'l'erritorial 
legislature, whose lawful existence had been recognized 
by Congress in different forms and by different enact
ments. A large proportion of the citizens of Kansas did 
not think proper to register !,heir names and to vote at 
the election for delegates; but an opportunity to do this 
having been fairly afforded, their refusal to avail them
selves of their right could in no manner affect the legal
ity of the convention. 

This Convention proceeded to frame a constitution for 
Kansas, and finally adjourned on the 7th day of No
vember. But little difficulty occulTed in the Convention, 
except on the subject of Slavery. 'l'he truth is, that the 
general provisions of our recent State constitutions are 
so similar, and, I may add, so excellent, that the differ
ence between them is not essential. Under the earlier 
practice of the Government, no constitution framed by 
the convention of a 'l'erritory preparatory to its admis· 
sion into the Union as a State had been submitted to the 
people. I trust, however, the example set by the last 
Congress, requiring that the constitution of J\Iinnesota 
"should be subject to the approval and ratification of 
the people of the proposed State," may be followed on 
future occasions. I took it for grnnted that the Conven
tion of Kansas would act in accordance with this exam
ple, founded as it is, on correct principles ; and hence 
my instructions to Governor \\alker, m favor of sub
mitting the constitution to the people, were expressed in 
general and unqualified terms. 

In the Kansas-Nebraska act, however, this require
ment, as applicable to the whole constitution, had not 
been inserted, and the Convention were not bound by 
its terms to submit any other portion of the instrument 
to an election, except th&t which relates to the "domes
tic institution" of Slavery. This will be rendered clear 
by a simple reference to its language. It w~s "not to 
legislate Slavery into any 'l'erritory or State, nor to 
exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof per
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic institu
tions in their own way." According to the plain con
struction of the sentence, the words " domes tic institu
tions" have a direct as they have an appropriate refer
ence to Slavery. "Domestic institutions" are limited to 
the family. The relation between master and slave and 
a few others are "domestic institutions," and are en
tirely distinct from institutions of a political character. 
Besides, there was no question then ~efore Con.gress, nor 
indeed has there since been any ser10us ouest10n hefore 
the people of Kansas or the country, except that. which 
relates to the" domestic institution" of Slavery. 

'l'he Convention, after an angry and excited debate, 
finally determined, by a majority of only two, to submit 
the question of Slavery to the people, though at the last 
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forty-three of the fifoy delegates present affixed their 
signatures to the constitution. . . 

A large majority of. the Oonvent1?n were m '.avor _of 
establishing Slavery m Kansas. They accordrngly m
serted an article in the constitution for this purpose 
similar in form to those which had been adopted by 
other Territorial conventions. In the schedule, how
ever, providing for the trans.ition from a Ter.ritorial to a 
State government, the questt0n has been fa1rlt and ex
plicitly referred to the people, whether they will hav~ a 
constitution 11 with or without Slave1·y." It decla1·es that,, 
before the constitution adopted by the Convention 
11 shall be sent to Congress for admission into the Union 
as a State" an election shall be held to decide this ques
tion at which all the white male inhabitants of the 'l'er
ritoi'.y above the age of 21 are entitled to vote. They 
are to vote by ballot ; and "the ballots cast at said 
election shall be indorsed 'constitution wilh Slavery,' 
and 'constitution with no Slavery.'" If there be a 
majority in favor of the the 11 constitution with Sla
very " then it is to be transmitted to Congress by the 
presi

1
dent of the Convention in its original form. If, on 

the contrary there shall be a majority in favor of the 
"constitutio~ with no Slavery," 11 then the article pro
viding for Slavery shall be stricken from the constitu
tion by the president of this Convention;" and it is 
expressly declared that " no Sia very shall exist in the 
State of Kansas except that the right of property in 
slaves now in th~ Territory shall in no manner be inter
fered with"' and in that event it is made his duty to 
have the ~onstitution thus ratified, transmitted to the 
Congress of the United States, for tile admission of the 
State into the Union. 

At this election every citizen will have an opportu
nity of expressing his opinion by his vote 11 whether 
Kansas shall be received into the Union with or without 
Slavery" and thus this exciting question ma.v be peace
fully settled in the very mode required by the organic 
law. The election will be held under legitimate author
ity, and if any porti~n of the inhabi~ants shall refuse to 
vote, a fair opportumty to do so havmg been presented, 
this will be their own voluntary act, and they alone 
will be responsible for the consequences. 

Whether Kansas shall be a free or a slave State, must 
eventually, untler some authority, be decided by an 
election· and the question can never be more cleady 
or distin

1
ctly presented to the people than it is at the 

present moment. Should this ?PPOrtuni~y b~ rejected, 
she may be involved for years m domestic discord, and 
possibly in civil war, before she can again i;nake up the 
issue now so fortnnately tendered, and agarn reach the 
point she has already attained. 

Kansas has for some years occupied too much of the 
public attention. It is hig~ time this should be dire.cted 
to far more important obJects. ·when once admttted 
into the Union whether with or without Slavery, the 
excitement beyond he1· own limits will speedily pass 
away, and she will then, for the first time, be left, as she 
ought to have been long since, to manage her own 
affairs in her own way. If her constitution on the sub
ject of Slavery, or on any other subject, be displeasing. 
to a majority of the people, no human power can prevent 
them from changing it within a brief p_eriod. Under 
these circurmtances, it may well be questioned whether 
the peace aud quiet of the whole country are ~ot of 
greater importance than the mere temporary tnumph 
of either of the political parties in K<rnsas. 

Should the constitution without Slavery be adopted by 
the votes of the majority, the rights of property in slaves 
now in the Territory are reserved. 'l'he number of these 
~ very small; but if it were greater the provision would 
be equally just and reasonable. '!.'he slaves were 
brought into the Territory under the Constitution of the 
United States, and are now the property of their mas
ters. '!'his point has at length been finally decided by 
the highest judicial tribunal of the country-and this 
upon the plain princiJ?le th<1.t when. a confeder.ac:r _of 
sovereign States acquire a new terntory at their JOlllt 
expen e both equality and justice demand that the citi
zens of 'one and all of them thall have tbe right to take 
Into it whatsoever is recognized as property by the com
.non Constitution. To have summarily confiscated the 
property in slaves already in the Territory would have 
been an act of gross injustice, and contrary to the prac
tice of the older States of Lhe Union which have abol
ished Slavery. 

Ma. DouGL.A.S ON LECOMPTON. 

Mr. Douglas, who very early joined in the de
bate on the President's Message, a.t first said 
he dissented from the views of the President in 
regard to Kam;as, but afterward endeavored to 

show that the President did not mean to 
"recommend" the Lecompton Constitution, but 
that he only 
referred that document to the Congress of the Uni
ted St<1.tes-as the Constitution of the United 8tates 
refers it-for us to decide upon it under our own respon
sibility. "It is proper," said l\Ir. D., " that he should 
have thus referred it to u5 as a matter for congressional 
action, and not as <1.n administrative or executive measure, 
for the reasou that the Constitution of the United States 
says,' Congress may admit new ~tat.es into the Uuion.' 
Hence we finu the Kansas question before us now, not 
as an Administrative measure, not as an Execu ive mea
sure but as a measure coming before us for our free 
acti~n without any recommendation or interference, 
directl

1

y or indirectly, by the Administration now in pos
session of the Federal Government." . 

llfr. President, I am not going to stop and inquire how 
far the Nebraska bill, which said the people should b~ 
left perfectly free to form their constitution for them
selves authorized the President. or the Cabinet, or Gov· 
ernor 'walker, or any other Territorial officer, to inter
fere and tell the Convention of Kansas whether they 
should ot· should not submit the question to the people. 
I am not going to stop to inquire how far they were 
author;zed to do that, it being my opinion that the spirit 
of the Nebraska bill required it to be done. It is sufficient 
for my purpose that the Administration of the Federal 
Government unanimously-that the administration of the 
Territorial government, in all '.ts parts, unanimously
understood the Territorial law under which the Conven
t'.on was assembled to mean that the constitution to be 
formeu by that Convention should be submitted to the 
people for ratification or rejection, and, if not confirm.ed 
by a majority of the people, should be null and v01d, 
without coming to Congress for approval 

Not only did the National Government and the Territo
rial government so understand the law at the time, but, 
as I have already stated, the people of tbe 'l'erritory so 
understood it. As a further evidence on that point, a 
lar"e number, if not a majority, of the delegates were 
instructed in the nominating conventions to :;ubrnit the 
constitution to the people for ratification. I know that 
the dele"ates from Douglas County, eight in number, 111r. 
Calhoun° President of the Convention, being among them, 
were not only instructed thus to submit the question, buL 
they signeu and published, while candidate;, a written 
pledge that they would submit it to the people for ratifi
cation. I know that men high in authority, and in rhe 
confidence of the 'l'erritorial and National Governmcut, 
canvassed every part of Kansas during the elect'.ou of 
delegates, and each one of them pledged himself to the 
people that no snap judgment was to be taken; that the 
constitution was to be submitted to the peopie for ac:cept
ance or rejection: that it would be void unless that was 
done; that the Administration would spurn and scorn it as 
a violation of the principles on which it came into power, 
and that a Democratic Congress would hurl it from their 
presence as an insult to the Democrats who stood pledged 
to see the people left free to form their domestic institu
tions for tbemselvea. 

Not only that, sir, but up to the time when the Conven
tion assembleu, on the 1st of September, so far as I can 
learn, it was understood everywhere that the constitution 
was to l.Je submitted for ratification or rejection. They 
met, however, on the 1st of September, and a<ljourned 
until after the Octobet· elect.ion. I thiuk that it was wiso 
and prudent that they should thus have adjourne<l. They 
did not wish to bring any question into that election 
which would divide the Democratic pa1 ty, and weaken 
our chances of success in the election. I wa.; rejoic:cd 
when I saw that they did adjourn, so as not to show thell" 
hand on any question that would divide 2.nd distract the 
party until after the electi0n. During that recess, while the 
Convention was adjourned, Governor Ransom, the Demo
cratic candidate for Congress, running against the pre.;ent 
Delegate from that Territory, was canvassing every part of 
Kansas, in favor of the doctrine of submitting the consti
tution to the people, declaring that the Democratic party 
were in favor of such submission, and that it w<1.s a slan
der of the Black Republicans to intimate the charge that 
the Democratic party did not intentl to carry out th~it 
pledge in good faith. Thus, up to the time of the Con
vention in October last, the pretense was kept up, the 
professi~n was openly made, and believed by me, and I 
thought believed by them, that the Convention intended 
to suhmit a constitution to the people, and not to atternpi 
to put a govemment in operation without such submis
sion. The election b.eing over. the Democratic party 
being defeated by an overwhelming vote, the Opposition 
having triumphed, and got possession of both branches 
of the legislature, and having elected their Torritorial 
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Delegate, the C~nvention assembled, and then proceeded I not violate the Constitution of the United States and the 
to complete their work.. . f~damental principles of liberty upon which our institu-

Now let us s.top to mq~re. how they redeemed the I t10ns res~. I am not going to argue the question whether 
pledge to submit the constit~t10~ to ~he people. They the ba~kmg system established in that constitution is wise 
first go on to make a const1tut1on. Then they make a or umvise. It says there shall be no monopolies but there 
schedule, in which they provide that the constitution, on shall be one bank of issue in the State, with two'branches. 
th_e 21st of December-the.pres~nt month-shall .be sub- All I have to say on tl:at point is, if they want a banking 
mitted to all the bona.fide mhabitants of the 'Terntory on system, let them have it· if they do not want it let them 
that day, for their free acceptance or rejection, in the fol- prohibit it. If they wan't a bauk with two bran~hes be it 
lowing manner, to wit: Thus acknowledging that they BO; if they want twenty it is none of my business· 'and it 
were bound to submit it to the will of the people ; conced- matters not to me wheth~r one of them shall be on the north 
lag that they had no right to put it into operation without side and the other on the south side of the Kaw River or 
submitting it to the people; providing in the instrument where they shall be. ' 
that it should take effect from and after the date of its While I have no right to expect to be consulted on that 
ratification, and not before; showing that the Constitution point, I do hold that the people of Kansas have the 
derives its vitality, in their estimation, not from the au- right to be consulted and 10 decide it, and you have no 
thority of the Convention, but from that vote of the peo- rightful authority to deprive them of that privilege. It ie 
pie, to which it was to be submitted for their free accept- no justification, in my mind, to say that the provision for 
ance or rejection. How is it to be submitted? It shall be the eligibility for the officers of Governor and Lieut.-Go
submitted in this form: "Constitution with Slavery, or vernor requires twenty years' ciUzenship in the United 
constitution with no Slavery?" All men must vote for the States. If men think that no person should vote or hold 
constitution, whether they like it or not, in order to be office until he has been here twenty years tbey have a. 
permitted to vote for or against Slavery. Thus a constitu· right to think so; and if a majority of tl1e p~ople of Kan
tian made by a convention that had authority to assemble sas think that no man of foreign birth should vote or 
and petition for a redress of grievances, but not to estab · hold office unless he has lived there twenty years, it is 
lish a government-a constitution made under a pledge their right to say so, and I have no right to interfere 
of honor that it should be submitted to the people before with them; it is their business, not mine; but if I lived 
if took effect-a constitution which provides on its face, that there I should not be willing to have that provisiou in the 
it shall have no validity except what it derives from such constitution without being heard upon the rnbject, and 
submission-is submitted to the people at an election allowed to record my protest against it. 
where all men are at liberty to come forward freely, with· I have nothing to say about their system of taxation, 
out hindrance, and vote for it, but no man is permitted to in which they have gone back and resorted to the old ex
record a vote against it! ploded system which we tried in Illinois, but abandoned 

That would be as fair an election as some of the ene- because we did not like it. If they wish to try it and get 
mies of Napoleon attributed to him when he was elected tired of it and abandon it, be it so; but if I were a. 
l<'irst Consul. Ile i5 said to have called out his troops and citizen of Kansas I would profit by the experien{!e of 
had them reviewed by his officers, with a speech, patriotic Illinois on that subject, and defeat it if I could. Yet I 
and fair in its professions, in which he said to them: have no objection to their having it. ii they want it; it is 
"Now, my soldiers, you are to go to the election and vote their business, not mine. 
freely, just as you please. If you vote for Napoleon, all is So it is in regard to the fr ee negroes. They provide 
well; vote against him, and .) ou are to be instantly that no free negro shall be permitted to Uve in Kansas. I 
shot!" '!'hat was a fair election. (Laughter.) 'This elec- suppose they have a right to say so if they choose; but if 
tion is to be equally fair. All men in favor of the consti- I lived there [should want to vote on the question. We, 
tution may vote for it, all men against it shall not vote at in Illinois, provide that no more shall come tliere. We 
all. 'Why not let them vote against it? I presume you say to tlie other States, " 'l'ake care of yo11r own free 
have asked many a man this question. I have asked a negrnes and we will take care of ours." Dut we do not 
very large number of the gentlemen who framed the con- say that the negrnes now there shall not be permitted to 
stitution, quite a number of delegates, and a still larger live in Illinois; and I think the peoiile of Kansas ought l.o 
number of persons who are their friends, and I have re· have the right to say whether tltey will allow them to 
ceived the same answer from every one of them. I never live there, and if they are not going to do so, how they 
received any other answer, and I presume we never shall are to dispose of them. 
get any other answer. What is that? '.l'hey say, if they So you may gu on with all the different clauses of the 
had allowed a negative vote, the constitution would have Constitution. l'hey may be all right; they ruay be all 
been voted down by an overwhelming majority; and hence wrong. '.l'hat is a question on which my opinion is worth 
the fellows shall not be allowed to vote at all. (Laughter.) nothing. 'l'he opinion of the wise and patriotic Chief 

Mr. President, that may be true. It is no part of my Magistrate of the United States is not worth anything as 
purpose to deny the proposition that that constitution against that of the people of Kansas, for they have 
would have heen voted down if submitted to the people. a right to judge for tl1emselves; and neither Presi
I believe it would have been voted down by a majority dent, nor Senates, nor Houses of Represen1a1ives, nor 
of four to one. I am informed by men well posted there any other power outside of Kanrns, has a right to judge 
-Democrats-that it would be voted down ten to one· for them. Hence it is no justificatio11, in my mind, for 
some say by twenty to one. ' the violation of the great principle of self-governmetH, tu 

But is it a good reason why you should declare it in say that the Constitution you are forcing on them is not 
force, without being submitted to the people, merely be- particularly obnoxious, or is e.xcellenL in its p1·~vbions. 
cause it would have been voted down by five to one if Perhaps, str, the same thrng might ~)e said. of the 
you had submitted it? What does that fact prove? Topeka Constitution. •I <lo not recollect its peculiar pro
Does it not show undeniably that an overwhelming majority visions. I know one tl1i1>g .= we Democrat«, we N ehrask.a 
of the people of Kansas are unalterably opposed to that n:ien, would not even look into it to ~ee what :ts prov1-
constitution? 'Vill you force it on them against their s10ns. were. "'hy? Because we rn1d it was. made by a 
will, simply because they would have voted it down if you political party, and not by the people; that it.w.aH made 
had consulted them? If you will, are you going to force rn defiance of 1he au1honty ofC~?gress; that 1f 1t was as 
it upon them under the plea of leaving them perfectly free pure as the Bible, as hoy as t.he. len Commandments, yet 
to form and re,,.ulate their domestic institutions in their we would not touch it until it was submitted to and 
own way? Is that the mode in which I am called upon to ratified by the people of Kansas, in pursuance of 
carry out the principle of self-government and popular the forms of law. Perhaps the Topeka Constitution'.but 
soverei"'nty in the 'rerritories-to force a constitntion on for the mode of making it, would l1ave been unexcept1or.
the peOt)le against their will, in opposition to their protest, able. I do not know.; I do not care . . You have no right 
with a knowlege of the fact, and then to assign as a reason to force an. unexcept10naul.e consututwn on. a peop.Ie. It 
for my tyranny, that they would be so obstinate and so does not ro1t1gate the evil, it does not d1numsh the 111;ult, 
perverse as to vote down the constitution if I had given it does not ameliorate the wrong, that.you are forcmg a. 
them an opportunity to be consulted about it? good thing upon 111.,m. I am not w11l111!{ to be. forced to 

Sir, I deny your right, or mine, to inquire of these peo- <lo that which I would do if I were left. fre.e to Judge. and 
pie what their objections to that constitution are. They &ct for myself. Hence l assert that ~here is n;- J us11fica
bave a right to judge for themselves whether they like or tion to be made for this fLlgrnnt v10Iat1or! of popular 
dislike it. It is no answer to tell me that the constitution rights in Kansas, on the plea that the co11$t1tut10n winch 
ls a good one and unobjectionable. It is not satisfactory they have made is not particular!)'. obnoxious.-
to me to hav~ the President say, in his message, that that But, sir, the President of the Urnted l:'tates is really and 
constitution i~ an admirable one, like all the constitutions sincerely of the opinion that the Slavery clause has been 

•of the new States that have been recently framed. 'Vhether fairly and impartially suh1111tted to the free a?ceptance or 
good or bad, whether obnoxioW! or not, is none of my busi- rej~ction of t!Je p~opli; of Kansas, 11nrl that, 11:a'111.uch ns 
ness, and none of yours. tltat wa8 the exc1ung and paramount quesuon, 1f they 
It is their business, and not ours. I care not what they get the right to vote .as they please ~m tl;at subject, 

have in their constitution, so that it suits them and does they ought to be satisfied; and possibly it might be 
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better if we would accept it, and put an end to the ques- \If K ansas wants a Slave-State Constitution, she has a 
ti on. Let me ask, sir, is the Slavery clause fa irly sub- right to it; if she wants a Free-State Constitution, she has 
mitted, so that the people can vote for or agains ~ it? Sup-1 a right to it. It is none of my business which way the 
pose I were a citizen of Kansas, and should go up to the Slavery clause is decided. I care not whether it ia 
polls and say, "I desire to vote to make Kansas a Slave voted down or voted iip. Do you suppose, after pledges 
State; here is my ballot." '!'hey reply to me, "lllr. of my honor, that I would go for that principle, and 
Douglas, just vote for that constitution first, if you leave the people to vote as they choose, that I would no1v 
please." "Oh, no!" I answer," I cannot vote for that degrade myself by voting one way if the Slavery clause 
constitution conscientiously-I am opposed to the clause be voted down, and anot.her way if it be voted up? I 
by which you locate certain railroads in such a way as to care not how that vote may stand. I take it for granted 
sacrifice my county and my part of the State. I am that it will be voted out. I think I have seen enough in 
opposed to that banking system. I am opposed to this the last three unys to make it certain that it will be re
Know-Nothing or American clause in the constitution turned out, no matter how the vote may stand. (Laugh
about the qualifications for office. I cannot vote for it." ter.) 
Then they answer," You shall not vote on making it a Sir, I am opposed to that concern, because it looks to 
Slave State." I then say, "I want to make it a Free me like a system of trickery and jugglery to defeat the 
State." 'l'hey reply," Vote for that constitution first,. fair expression of the will of the people. 'rhere is none
and Lhen you can vote to make it a Free State; otherwise cessity for crowding this measure, so unfair, so unjust, as 
you cannot." Thus they disqualify every Free-State it is in all its aspects, upon ns. 
man who will not first vote for the constitution; they dis
qualify every Slave-State man who will not first vote for 
the constitution. No matter whether or not the voters 
st.ate that they cannot conscientiously vote for those pro
visions, they reply, "You cannot vote for or against 
Slavery here. Take the constitution as we have made it, 
take the Elective Franchise as we have established it, 
take the Banking System as we have dictated it, take the 
Railroad lines as we have located them, take the Judiciary 
System as we have formed it, take it all as we have fixed 
it to suit ourselves, and ask no questions, but vote for it, 
or you shall not vote either for a Sia ve or Free State." In 
other words, the legal effect of the schedule is this : all 
tho'e who are in favor of this constitution may vote for or 
against Slavery, as they please; but all those who are 
against this constitution are disfranchised, and shall not 
vote at all. That is the mode in which the Slavery pro
position is submitted. Every man opposed to the consti
tution is disfranchised on the Slavery clause. How many 
are they? They tell you there is a majorit.y, for they say 
the constitution will be voted down instantly, by an over
whelming majority, if you allow a negative vote. This 
shows that a majority are against it. They disqualify 
and disfranchise every man who is against it, thus 
referring the Slavery clause to a minority of the people of 
Kansas, and leaving that minority free to vote for or 
against the Slavery clause as they choose. 

Let me ask you if that is a fair mode of submitting the 
Slavery clause? Does that mode of submitting that par
ticular clause leave the people perfectly free to vote for 
or against Slavery as they choose? Am I free to vote as 
I choose on the Slavery question, if you tell me I shall 
not vote on it until I vote for the Maine Liquor Law? 
Am I free to vote on the Slavery question, if you tell me 
I shall not vote either way until I vote for a Bank? Is 
it freedom of election to make your right to vote upon 
one question depend upon the mode in which you are 
going to vote on some other question which has no con
nection with it? Is that freedom of election? Is that 
the great fundamental principle of Self-Government, for 
which we combined and struggled, in this body and 
throughout the country, to establish as a rule of action in 
~ll time to come ? . . . • • 

Let me ask you, why force this Constitution down the 
throats of the people of Kansas, in opposition to their 
wishes and in violation of our ple,.dges? What great ob
ject is to be attained? Oui bono r What are you to gain 
by it? Will you sustain the party by violating its prin
ciples? Do you propose to keep the party united by 
forcing a division? Stand by the doctrine that leaves 
the people perfectly free to form and regulate their insti
tutions for themselves in their own way, and your party 
will be united and irresistible in power. Abandon that 
great principle, and the party is not worth saving, and 
cannot be saved, after it. shall be violated. I trust we are 
not to be rusheu upon this question. Why shall it be 
done? Who is to be benefited? Is the South to be the 
gainer? Neither the North nor the South has the right to 
gain a sectional ad vantage by trickery or fraud. 

But I am beseeched to wait till I hear from the election 
on the 21st of December. I am told that perhaps that 
will put it all right, and will solve the whole difficulty. 
How can it? Perhaps there may be a large vote. There 
may be a large vote returned. (Laughter.) But I deny 
that it is possible to have a fair vote on the Slavery 
Clause; and I say that it is not possible to have any vote 
on the Constitution. Why wait for the mockery of an 
election, when it is proTided, unalterably, that the people 
cannot vote-when the majorily are disfranchised? 

But I am told on all sides, "Oh, just wait; the Pro
Slavery clause will be voted down." That does not obvi
a.te any of my objections; it does not diminish any of 
them. You have no more right to force a Free-State 
Constitution on Kansas than a Slave-State Constitution. 

On the 2nd of Feb., 1858, the President trans
mitted to Congress the Lecompton Constitution, 
accompanied by a special MessaO'e stronO'lv 
urging the admission of Kansas as a 

0

State unde.r 
this constitution. (The following is a brief 
statement in regard to the origin of the Le
compton Constitution : ) 

The first Territorial Legislature passed an act 
in 1855 to take the sense of the people on th'! 
call of a Convention to form a State Constitu
tion, at the election in Oct., 1856. Accordingly, 
an election was held at which about 2,500 votes 
were polled, the Free-State men not voting. At 
this election, a new legislature was elected, all 
Pro-Slavery, which met iu Jan., 1857, aud in 
couformity with the vote of 2,500 at the preced
ing October election, passed an act providing for 
the election of delegates on the 15th of June, 
to meet in convention in September following. 
Soon after this, Gov. Walker went to Kansas, 
and published an address to the people in which 
he assured them of his determination to use 
every means in his power to prevent all disorder 
and violence. He persuaded the Free-State men 
to go to the polls and vote. An objection 
which they urged was, that in 19 out of the 38 
counties no registry bad been made, and that in 
15 out of the 19 no census had been taken, so 
that it was impossible for the people to vote in 
those counties. These facts are confirmed by 
Gov. Walket' and Secretary Stanton. 

The election for delegates to the Convention 
was held on the 15th of June. The Free-State 
men did not vote, for the reason just mentioned, 
and alAo (as they stated,) that they had no confi
dence in the officers who were to hold the elec
tion, and because the Constitution which might 
be formed, must, in the opinion of Gov. Walker, 
be submitted to a vote of all the people for rati
fication or rejection, whether they voted at this 
election or not. The entire vote for delegates 
was only about 2,200. 

The delegates elected assembled in Conven
tion at Lecompton, Sept. 5th, but soon adjourned 
over to October, to await the result of the Ter
ritorial Election on the first Mondav of that 
month. At this Territorial Election, hoth par
ties nominated candidates. At the request of 
Gov. Walker, 2,000 U. S. troops were in the Ter
ritory, and they were stationed so as to protect 
the polls as much as possible. Over elrven 
thousand votes were polled, after rejecting 
2,800 as fraudulent and irregular, 1,600 of which 
were returned from the Oxford precinct, where, 
according to the census, there were but 43 voters, 
and twelve hundred from McGee County, where 
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r..o poll was opened. The result of this election I to which they owe allegiance, and have been all the time 

h F S · d h I · l· in a state of resistance against its authority. '£hey have 
was, t e ree- tate party carrie t e eg1s ature all the time been endeavoring to subvert it and to estab-
and the delegate to Congress. I lish a revolutionary Government, under the so-called 

The Convention reassembled in October ac- 'l'opeka Constitution, in its stead. Even at this very 

d. <r d' t d,. d h C ' · moment, the 'l'opeka Legislature are in session. Who-
cor. mo to a JOUrnmen ' an iorme t e oust~- ever has read the correspondence of Gov. Walker with 
tut10n now so famous as the Lecompton Const1- tlie State Department, recently communicated to the 
tution. 'Vhen it became known that the Con- Senate, will be convinced that this picture is not over
vention had refused to submit the entire con- drawn. .He always pr?tested against the wit~drawal of 

. . . . . any portion of the rrnl!tary force of the Umted Stat.es 
st1tut10n to a vote of the people for rat1ficat1on from the 'l'erritory, deeming its presence absolutely 
or rejection, and had submitted only a proposi- necessary for the pre.servation of the r egul.ar Govern
tion in regard to Slavery, and that in a form and meat and the execution of the Jaws. In his very first 

d t t th h
. h ld . h F dispatch to the Secretary of State, dated June 2, 1857, he 

un er a es oa w 1c wou, preveB.t t e ree- says : 
State people from voting, there was great excite- ;, The most alarming movement, however, proceeds from 
ment in the Territory threatening bloodshed. the .assembling, on the 9th of June, of the so-called Topeka 

• ' . Legislature, wnh a view to the enactment of an en lire code of 
Under these circumstances, Actmg Gov. Stanton laws. Of course, iL will be my enclearnr to prevent such a 
called (Gov. Walker had resiO'ned) an extra ses- result, as it would lead to inevitab)e and disastrous collision, 

. . . . o . and m fact renew the civil war JU Kansas." 
s10n of the Territorial Legislature. The leg1sla- 'l'his was with difficulty prevented by the efforts of 
ture assembled Dec. 17th, and passed an act to Governor Walk er; but soon thereafter, on the 14th o! 
submit the Lecompton Constitution fairly to a J~ly, we ~ad him requesting General Harney to furnish 

f h I l11m a regiment of dragoons to procee<l t.o the cuy of 
vote o t e peop e on the 4th of January next, Lawrence and this for the reason that he had r eceived 
following, the time fixed by the Lecompton con- authentic' intelligence, verified by his own actual obser
vention for the election of State officers under vat.ion, that a dangerous rebellion had occurred, involv-

h · · ing an open defiance of the l:iws, and the establishmen t 
t at const1tut10n. . of an insurgent government in that city. In the Gover-

On the 21st of Dec., the vote was taken m the nor's d ispatch of Joly 15, he informs the Secretary of 
manner prescribed by the Convention, and re- State that 
sulted as follows: "'!'-his movement at Law1·ence was the beginning of a plan, 

originating in that city, to organize insurrection throughout 
6,266 the 'ferri10ry, and especially in all towns, cities and counties "For the constitution with Slavery" • 

"For the constitution without Slavery" 567 where the Republican party have a majority. Lawrence is 
the hotbed of all the Abolition movements in this Territory. 

Total vote . • • • 6, 793 

Jan. 4th, 1858, in accordance with the act of 
the Territorial Legislature, the people voted as 
follows: 

For the Ltcompton Constitution with Slavery . 13S 
" " " without " . 24 

Against the Lecompton Constitution 10,226 

Being over ten thousand majority against the 
Lecompton Constitution. 

PRESIDE:;/T BUCHANAN'S LECOl!PTON MESSAGE. 

The following is the President's special Mes
sage, of Feb. 2nd, 1858. 

I have received from J. Calhoun, Esq., President of the 
late Constitutional Convention of Kansas, a copy duly 
certified by himself, of the Constitution framed by that 
body, with the expression of the hope that I would sub
mit the same to the consideration of Congress " with the 
view of the aJmission of Kansas into the Union as an 
independent State." In compliance with this requ~st, I 
herewith transmit to Congress for their action the Con
stitution of Kansas, with the ordinance respecting the 
public lands, as well as tt:e letter of Mr. Calhoun, dated 
at Lecompton, on the 14th ult., by which tliey were ac
companied. Having received but a single copy of the 
Constitution and ordinance, I send this to the Senate. 

A great delusion seems to pervade the public mind in 
relation to the condition of parties in Kansas. 'l'his arises 
from the difficulty of inducing the American people to 
realize the fact that any portion of them should be in ii 
state of rebellion against the Government nncler which 
they live. When we speak of the affairs of Kansas, we 
are apt t.o refer met·ely to the existence of two violent 
political parties in that Territory, divided on the question 
of Slavery, just as we speak of such parties in the States. 
This presents no adequate idea of the true st<tte of the 
case. 'l'he dividing line there is not between two politi
cal parties, both acknowledging the lawful existence of 
the Government, but between those who are loyal to this 
Government and those who have endeavored to destroy 
its existence by force and by usurpation-between those 
who sustain, and those who have done all in their power 
to overthrow, the Territorial Government established by 
Congreas. This Government they would long since have 
subverted had it not been protected from their a:saults by 
the troops of the United States. Such has been the con
dition of >tlfairs since my inauguration. Ever since that 
period, a large portion of the people of Kansas have been 
in a state of rebellion against the Governm ent, with a 
military leader at their head, of most turbulent and clan· 
gerous character. 'l'hey have never acknowl~dgt·d, but 
have constantly renounced and defied, the Government 

It is the town established by the Abolition Societies of the 
East, and, while there am respectable people there, iL is filled 
by a considerable number of mercenaries, who are paid by 
Abolition Societies to perpetuate and diffuse agitation through· 
out Kansas, and prevent a peaceful settlement of this ques
tion. Having failed in inducing their own so-called Topeka 
State Legislature to organize this insurrection, Lawrence has 
commenced it herself, and, if not arrested, the rebellion will 
extend throughout the Territory." 

And again: 
'·In order to send this communication immediately by mail, 

I must close, assuring you that the spirit of rebellion pervades 
ihe great mass of the l~epublican party of this 'l'erritory, 
insiigated, as I entertain no doubt they are, by Eastern So
cieties, having in view results most disastrous to the Govern
ment and the Union; and that the continued presence of Gen. 
Harney is indispensable, as was originally stipulated by me, 
with a large body of dragoons and several batteries." 

On the 20th of July, 1857, Gen. Lane, under the 
authority of the Topeka Co:iveotion, undertook, as Gen. 
Walker informs us, -

" To organize the whole 1''ree-State party into volunteers, 
ancl to take the names of all who refuse enrolment. The pro
fessed object was to protect the polls at the elections, in 
August, of a new insurgent Topeka State Legislature. .The 
object in taking the names of all who refuse enrollment 1s to 
terrify the Free-State Uonservatives into submission. '!'his Is 
pro,•ed by the recent atrocities committed on such men by the 
Topekailes. The speedy location of large bodies of regular 
troops here wiih two batteries is neces~ary. The Lawrence 
insnrgeni.s await the developments of this new military organ
ization." 

In the Governor's dispatch of July 27, he says that 
" Gen. Lane and his staff everywhere deny the authority of 

the Territorial laws, and counsel a total disregard of these 
enadments." 

Without making further quotations of a similar c'harac
ter from other dispatches of Governor Walker, it appears, 
by reference to Secretary Stanton's communication to 
Gen. Cass on the !Jth of December last, that 

"The important strp of calling the legislature together wns 
taken afl.ei· I (he) liad beC'ome sa1isfied that the election ordered 
by the Com·ention 011 the 2lst of December could not be cou
ducted w ithout colli•ion and bloodshed." 

So intense was the disloyal feeling among the enemies 
of the Government established by Congress, that an 
election which a!forded them opportunities, if in the ma
jority of makin" Kansas a Free State according to their 
own ~xpressed desire, could not be conducted without 
collision and bloodshed. 'l'he truth is that, up to the 
present moment., the enemies of the ex~sting gover_nm~ni 
still adhere to their Topeka r evolut1ooary constitution 
and government. 'l'he very first paragraph of the mes
sage of Gov. Robinson, dated the 7th of December, to the 
Topeka Legislature, now as~embled at Lawre~ce! con
tains an open detlan..:c of the laws and Const1tut10n of 
the United Stat.es. The Governor says: 

" The Conv<'ntion wM•·h franwrl thP ·ropPka Conc;Ulu1ion 
originated wii..h thl; pt•. opll~ of Ka.n~as 1\.nTii.Ory. 'l'hPy 
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have ado ted and ratified the same twice by a dlrect vol-.., also I themselves. That Conver;t,ion .ls now about to be elected b) 
· d' tl plh 0 .,.h two elections for State officers and mem- you, under the call of the Ierntor1al Legislature created, arnl 
bn 

1~~1 tbe Sta~;; Le"islat 11re · yet it has pleased the Adminis- still recognized, by the authorir y of Congress. aud cloth1'd h'f 
tre~ . t ·d the"whole pr'oceedin"' as revolutionary." it, in the comprehensive language of the or,g,amc la w, w11hl111I 

a 100 o r egai " . power to make s 11 ch an enac tment. The 1 erntorwl Leg1sla-
This Topeka Government, adhered .to :with such ~r~a- tore, tben, in a5sembling this Convention, were fu}IY sustam".d 

sonable pertinacity, is a governm~nt m direct opp.os1t10n by t.he act of Congres~ , and.th e authorny of the Conv,e11t10n 1s 
to the existing government prescribed and recognized by dis tmctly r~~ogn1~~d m my mstrucuons from the Pre,1dem of 
Congress. . the Umted ::>tales. 

It is usurpation of the same cha:acter as it would be The Governor also clearly and distinctly warns them 
for a portion of the people of any St'.lt~ to .und~rt.ake t~ what would be the consequences if they did not partici
establish a separate government. withm its hmi~s foi pate in the election. '.l.'he people of Kansas, then, he 
the purpose of redressing any gr1~vance,. real or 1ma&'- says, 
inary of which they might comp lam agamst the legitt- "Arc invited by the highest autbority known to the Consti
mate 'st.ate Government. Such a pr:nciple, i~ carried into tution to parlicip,ate freely and fairly in the election of dele
execution would destroy all lawful authonty and pro- gates to frame a Constitution and State Government. . The law 
duce uni;ersal anarchy. From this statement of facts, has performed its entire appropriate funct10u, when it extends 
the reason becomes palpable why the enemies of the gov- to the p eople the right of suffrage; but it cannot compel .the 
ernment authorized by Congl'ess have refosed to vote for performance of that duty. Throughout the "\\bole Umon, 

C t ' t t' l C t ' however and wherever free government prevails, those who the deleaates to t.!Je Kansas ons I u wna on ven wn, abstain from the exercise of the right of suffrage authorize 
and also~ afterward, on the question of Slavery submitted those who do vote to act for them in that contingency, and 
by it to the people. It is because they have. ever refused absentees are a;; much bo1md, under the law aud Constitution, 
to sanction or recognize any other Const1tut10n than t~at wher e there is no fraud or ,·iolencc, by the act of the maJoruy 
framed at Topeka. II ad the who le Lecompton Const1t1;1-- of those who do vote, as if all had participated in the elect10n. 
t ion been submitted to the people, the adherents of this Otherwise, a s voling must be voluuln.ry. self-government 
organization would doubtless have voted against it, be- would be impractica ble, and monarchy or despotJSm would 
cause if successful they would thus have removed the remain as the only alternative." 
obsta~les out of th; way of their own revolutionary Con- It may also be observed that at this period any hope, 
stitution · they would have done this, not upon the con- if such had existed, that the 'ropeka Constitution would 
sideratio~ of the me l' its of the whole or part of the ever be recognized by Congress must have been aban
Lecompton Constitution, but simply because they h_ave doned. Congress had adjourned on the third of March 
ever resisted the authority of the government authonzed previous havin" recognized the legal existence of the 
by Congl'ess from which it ~m.anated. ~uch being the Territori~I Legi,:'lature in a variety of forms, which I need 
unfortunate condition of affairs m the Ternto l'y, what was not enumerate. Indeed, the Delegate elected to the 
the right as well as the duty of the law-abiding people? Uouse of Representatives under a Territorial law had 
Were they silently and patiently to submit to the Topeka been admitted to a seat and had just completed his te : m 
usurpation or to adopt the necessary measure to estab- of service the day preyious to my inauguration. This 
lish a Constitution under the authority of the organic law was the propitious moment for settling all the difficullies 
of Congress? That this law recognized the right of t.he of Kansas. 'l'his was the time for abandoniog the revo· 
people of the Tel'ritory, wit~out an .enabling act of Con · Jutionary Topeka organization, and for the enemies.of 
O'ress to form a State Const1tut1on, 1s too clear for argu- the exi.;ting government to conform to t~e l~ws and um~e 
~ent'. For Congress "to leave the people of the Terri- with its friends in framing a State Const1tut.10n. Dut tins 
t ory perfectly free" !n frami~g. th~ir ~ons~itutio.n "to they refused to do, and the consequences of their refu.sal 
form and regulate their domestic i~st1~ut10ns rn the1;· own to submit to the lawful authority, and vote at the elect10n 
way, subject only to the Constitut1ou of the U~ 1 ted of delegates, m r•y yet prove to be of the most deplorable 
States" and then to say that they shall not he permitted character. Would that the respect for the laws of the 
to prt1~eed and frame the Constitution in t.heir own way, land, which so eminently d istinguished the men of the 
without express authority from Congress, appears to be past generation, could be revived! It is a disregard. and 
almost a contradiction in terms. It would be much violation of law which has for years kept the Terntory 
more plausible to contend that Uongrnss had no power to of Kansas in a state of almost open rebeilion against its 
pass such an enabling act, than to arg~e. that the J?eople Government-it is the same spil'it which has produced 
of a 'l'erritory might be kept out of the Umon for an mdefi- actual rebellion in Utah. Our only safety consists in 
nite period and until it might please Congress to permit obedience and conformity to the law. Should a general 
t hem to e~el'c ise the right of self-government. This spirit against its enforcement prevail, this will prove fatal 
would be to adopt, not their own way, but the way which to us as a nation. 
Conaress might prescribe. It is impossible that any peo- We acknowledge no master but law, and should we cut 
p ie ~ould have proceeded with more regularity in the loose from its restraints and every one do what seemeth 
formation of a Constitution than the people of Kansas good in his own eyes, our case would indeed be hope!ess. 
have done. It was necessary, first, to ascertain whether The enemies of the Territorial Government determmed 
it was the desire of the people to be relieved from their still to resist the authority of Congl'ess. '.l.'hey refused to 
Territorial dependence and establish a State Government. vote for delegates to the Cou veution, not because, 
F or this purpose, the '.l.'errito !'ial Legislature, in 1855, from cil'cumstances which I need not detail, there was au 
passed a law for taking the sense of the people of the omission to register the comparatively few voters who 
Territory upon the expediency of calling a Convention to were inhabitants of certain counties in Kansas in the 
form a State Constitution at the general election to be early spring of 1857, but because they ~ad determi~ed, 
held in October, 1856. The "sense of the people" was at all hazards, to adhere to theil' revolut1onarJ< orgaUJza
accordingly taken, and they decided in favor of a Con- tion, and defeat the establishment of any other consti
vention. tution tlrnn that which they had framed at Topeka. '.!.'he 

It is true that at this election the enemies of the Terri- election was therefore suffered to pass by default, but of 
torial Government did not vote, because they were then this res11lt the qualified electors who refused to vote can 
engaged at 'l'opeka, without the slightest pl'etext of law- never justly complain. 
ful authority, in framing a Constitution of their own for From this revie1v, it is manifest that the Lecompton 
subverting the '.l.'erritorial Government. In pursuance Convention, according to every principle of constitu
of this decision of the people in favor of a Convention, tional law was legally constituted and invested with 
t he '.l.'erritorial Legislature, on the 27th of l<'ebruary, 1857, power to fi!ame a Constitution. The sacred principle of 
p assed an act for the election of delegates on the third Popular Sovereignty has been invoked in. favor of the 
Monday of June, 1857, to frame a State Constitution. enemies of Law and OI'der in Kansas; but m what man
This law is as fair in its provisions as any that ever ner is Popular Sovereignty to be exercised in thi8 coun
p assed a legislative body for a similar purpose. The right try if not through the instrument.ality of established law? 
of suffrage at this election is clearly and justly defined. I n certain small repub lics of ancient times, the people 
Every bona fide citizen of the United Stat.es, above the did assemble in primary meeting, passed laws and di
a ge of twenty-one, and who had resid.ed therein for thr ee rected public affail'S. In our country, this is manife~tly 
months previous to that date, was entitled to a vote. I n impossible. Popular Sovel'eignty can be exercised here 
order to avoid all interference from neighboring States only throu<>h the ballotbox; and if the people will refuse 
and Territories with the freedom and fairness of the elec- to exercise"it in this manner, as they have done in Kan
tion a provision was made for the registry of qnalified sas at the election of Delegates, it is not for them to 
vot~rs and in pursuance thereof, nine thousand two bun- complain that their rights h:we been violated. 
dred a:nd fifty-one voters were registered. Gov. ·walker The Kansas Convention, thus la1vfully coustituted, pro
did his whole duty in urging a ll quali fied citizens of Kau- ceeded to frame a Const itution, and, having completed 
sas to vote at this election. I n his Inaugural Address on their work finally adjo urned on the 7th of November 
the 27th of May, he informed them that- last. '.!.'hey did not th ink proper to submit the who le or 

this Constitution to a popular vote, hut they did submit "Under our practice, the preliminary act of framing a State b F "I 
Constitution is uniformly performed through the instru- the question whether Kansas s .ould be a • ree or "ave 
•.nentality of a Convention of delegates chosen by the people State to the people. This was the q11estio11 which had con-
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vulsed the Union and shaken it to the very center. This 
was the question wbich had lighted the flames of civil 
war in Kansas and had produced dangerous sectional 
parties throughout the confederacy. It was of a charac
ter so paramount in respect to the condition of Kansas, 
as to rivet the anxious attention of the people of the 
whole country upon it and it alone-no person thought 
of any other question. For my own part, when I in
structed Governor Walker in general terms in favor of 
submitting the constitution to t.be people, I had no 
object in view except the all-absorbing question of 
Slavery. In what manner the people of Kansas might 
regulate their other concerns, was not the subject which 
attracted my at.tention. In fact, the general provisions 
of our recent ::Otate constitutions, after an experience of 
eighty years, are so similar and excellent that it would 
be difficult to go far wrong at the present day in framing 
a new constitution. I then believed, and still believe, 
t hat, under the organic act, the Kansas Convention 
were bound to submit this all-important question of 
Slavery to the people. It was never, however, my 
opinion that, independently of this act, they would have 
been bound to submit any portion of the constitution to 
a popular vote in order to give it validity. Had I enter
tained such an opinion, this would have been in opposi
tion to many precedents in our history, commencing in 
the very best age of our Republic. It would have been 
in opposition to the principle which pervades our insti
tutions, and which is every day carried into practice, 
t hat the people have a right to delegate to the repre
sentatives chosen by themselves their sovereign power 
t o frame constitutions, enact Jaws, and perform many 
other important acts, without requiring tlrnt these should 
be subjected to their subsequent approbation. It would 
be a most inconvenient limitation of their own power, 
imposed by the people upon themselves, to exclude 
t hem from ex ercising their sovereignty in any lawful 
manner which they think proper. 

It is true that the people of Kansas might, if they had 
pleased, have required the Convention to submit the con
stitution to a popular vote, but this they have not done. 

The only remedy, therefore, in this case is that which 
exists in all other similar cases. If the delegates who 
framed the Kansas Constitution have in any manner 
violated the will of their constituents, t.hc people always 
possess the power to change their constitution or laws 
according to their own pleasure. The question of Slavery 
was submitted to an election of the people on the 21st of 
December last, in obedience to the mandate of the Con
vention. Here, again, a fair opportunity was presentei 
t o the adherents of the 1'opeka Constitution, if they were 
the majority, to decide this exciting question "in their 
own way,'' and thus restore peace to the distracted 'l'er
r itory; but they again refused to exercise the right of 
P opular Sovereignty, and again suffe red tile election to 
pass by default. I heartily rejoice that a wiser and bet
ter spirit prevailed among a large majority of these 
people on the first Monday in January, and that they 
did on that day vote under the Lecompton Const.itution 
for a Governor and other State oilicers, a member of 
Congress, and for members of the Legislature. '!'his 
election was warmly contest,ed by the parties, and a larger 
vote polled than at any previous election in the 'l'erritory. 
We may now reasonably hope that the revolutionary 
Topeka organization will be speedily and finally aban
doned, and this will go far toward a final settlement of the 
unhappy differences in Kansas. If frauds have been com
mitted at this election by one or both parties, the legisla
t ure and people of Kansas, under their constitution, will 
know how to redress themselves and punish these dete.,ta
b le but too common crimes without outside interference. 

The people of Kansas have, then, "in their own way," 
and in strict accordance with the organic act, framed a 
Constitution and State Government., have submitted the 
all-important question of Slavery to the people, and have 
elected a Governor, a member to represent them in 
Congress, members of the State Legislature and other 
State o!fkers ; and they now ask admission into the 
Union under this constitution, which is republican in its 
fo rm. It is for Congress to decide whether they will 
admit or reject the State which has thus been created. 

For my own part, I am decidedly in favor of its admis
sion, and thus terminating the Kansas question. 'l'his 
will carry out the great principle of Non-Intervention 
r ecognized and sanctioned by the organic act, which 
declares in express language in favor of the non-inter
vention of Congress with Slavery in the States and 
Territories, leaving the people "perfectly free to form 
and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, 
subject only to the Constitution of the United States ." I n 
thi.~ manner, by localizing the question of Slavery and 
confining it to the people who it immediately concerned, 
every patriot anxiously expected that this question would 

be banished from the halls of Congress, where it has 
always exerted a baneful influence throughout the whole 
country. 

It is proper that I should briefly r efer to the election 
held under the act of the ~·erritorial Legislature on the 
first Monday of January last on the Lecompton Consti
tution. 1'his election was held after the Territory had 
been prepareil for admission into the Union as a Sove
reign St.ate, and when no authority existed in the 'l'erri· 
torial Legislature which could possibly destroy its exist
ence or change its character. The election, which was 
peaceably conducted under my instructions, involved 
strange inconsistencies. A large majority of the persons 
who vo ted against. the Lecompton Constitution were at 
t!Je same time and place recognizing its valid existence 
in the most solid and authentic manuer by voting under 
its provisions . I have yet received no official informa
tion of the result of this election. 

As a question of expediency, after right has been 
maintained, it may be wise to reflect upon the benefits 
to Kansas and the whole country that will result from 
its immediate admission into the Union, as well as the 
disasters that may follow its rejection. Domestic peace 
will be the happy consequence of the admission, and that 
fine Territory, which has hitherto been torn by dissen
sions, will rapidly increase in population and wealth, and 
speedily r ealize the blessings and comforts which follow 
in the train of agricultural and mechanical industry. 
The people, then, will oe sovereign, and can regulate 
their affairs in their own way. If the majority of them 
desire to abolisp domestic Slavery within the State, thern 
is no other possible mode by which it can be effected so 
speedily as by prompt admission. 'l'he will of the 
majority is supreme and irresistible, when expressed in 
an orderly and lawful manner. lt can make and un
make constitutions at pleasure. It would be absurd to 
say that they can impose fetters upon their own power 
which they cannot afterward remove. If they could do 
this, they might tie their own bands just as well for a hun
dred as for ten years. These are the fundamental JHinci
ples of American freedom, and are recognized, I believe, 
in some form or other by every State constitution; and 
if Congress, in the act of admissi'ln, should think proper 
to recognize them, I can perceive no objection. 

'!'his lms been done emphatically in the constitution of 
K'1usas . It declares in it.s bill of rights that" All politi
c:i.l power is inherent in the people,'' and all free govern
ments are founded on their authori ty and instituted for 
th eir benefh, aud therefore huve at all times an inalien
able and indefeasibl e right to alter, r eform and abolish 
their form of governuient, in such manner as they may 
think proper . '!'he great State of New-York is at this 
moment governed und ~r a constitution framed and estab
lished in direct opposition to a mode prescribed by the 
previous con,titnti on. If, therefore, a provision chang· 
ing the cnnstitution of Kansas after the year 1864, could 
by possibility be construed into a prohibition to make 
such cliange previous to tlrnt perioil, this prohibition 
would be wholly unavailing. 1'he legislature already 
elected may, at its very first session, submit t.lrn question 
to a vote of the people, whether tl1ey will or not have a 
convention, to amend their co1~stitution, and adopt all 
necessary means for giving effect to the µopular will. It 
has been solemnly adjudged, by the highest judicial tri
bunal known to our laws, that Slavery exists in Kansas 
by virtue of the Constitutinn of the United States. 
Kansas is therefore at this moment as much a Slave State 
as Georgia or South Carolina. Without this, the equality 
of the Sovereign States composing the Union would be 
violated, and the use and enjoyment of a Territory ac · 
quired by the common treasure of all ihe St.ates, would 
be closed against the people and property of nearly half 
the members of the Confederacy. Slavery can, therefo re, 
never be prohibited in Kansas, except through the means 
of a constitutional provision; and in no other manner can 
this be obtained so promptly, if the majorit.y of the people 
desire it, as by admitting her into the Union under her 
present constitution. On the other hand, should Con
gress reject the constitution, under the idea of aJfording 
the disaffected in Kansas a third oppo1·tunity to prohibit 
Slavery in the State, which they might have done twice 
before if in the maj ority, no man can foretell the conse
quences. If Congress, for the sake of those men who re
fused to vote for delegates to the convention, when they 
mi.,ht have excluded Slavery from the constitution, and 
wJ{-; afterward r efused to vote on the 21st of December,. 
when they might, as they claim, hav~ stricken Slavery 
from the constitution, should now reject the Stnte be
cause Slavery remains in the .constitution, it is manifest 
that the agitation upon this dangP.rous subject will be re
newed in a more alarming form than it has ever yet 
assumed. Every patriot in the country had indulged the 
hope that the Kausas-Nebraska Act would have put a 
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ftoal end to the Slavery agitation, at least in Congress, I They s?all have power .to permit .the owners o~ slaves to 
which had for more than twenty years convulsed the emancipate them, savrng the rights of creditors, and 
country and endangered the Union. 'l'his act involved preventing them from becoming a public charge. They 
great and fundameutal principles, and, if fairly carried j shall have powee to oblige the owners of slaves to treat 
into effect, will settle the question. Should agitation be them with humanity-to provide for their necessary food 
again revived-should the people of sister States be again I and clothing-to abstain from all injuries to them, 
estranged from each other with more than their former extending to life or limb-and, in ease of neglect or 
bitterness-this will arise from a cause, so far as the in- refusal to comply with the direction of such laws, to 
tere,ts of Kausas are concerned, more trifling and in- have such slave or slaves sold for the benefit of the 
significant than ha5 ever stirred the elements of a great owner or owners. 
people into commotion. To the people of Kansas, the § 3. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of higher 
ooly practical difference between admission or rejection, grade than petit larceny, the Legislature shall have no 
depends simply upon the fact whether they can them- power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a petit 
selves more speedily change their present Constitution if jury. 
it does not accord with the will of the majority, or frame § 4. Any person who shall dismember or deprive a 
a second Constitution to be submitted to Congress here- slave of life shall suffer such punishment as would be 
after. inflicted in case the like offense had been committed on 

Even if this were a question of mere expediency and a free white person, and on the like proof, except in case 
not of right, a small difference of time one way or the of insurrection of such slave. 
other, is not of the least impo'rtance, when contrasted 
with the evils which must necessarily result to the whole 
country from the revival of the Slavery agitation. 

In considering thia question, it should never be for
gotten that in proportion, to its insignificance, let the 
decision be what it may, so far as it may affect a few 
thousand inhabitant~ of Kn.nsas, who have from the be
ginning resisted the Constitution and the laws, for this 
very reason the rejecti1,n of the Constitution will be so 
much the more keenly felt by the people of fourteen 
States of the Union where Slavery is recognized under 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Again the speedy admission of Kansas into the Union 
will restore peace and quiet to the whole country. 
Already the affairs of this •rerritory have engrossed an 
undue proportion of public attention. They have sadly 
affected the friendly relations of the people of the States 
with each other and alarmed the fears of patriots for the 
safety of the Union. Kansas once admitted into the 
Union, the excitement becomes localized and would soon 
die away for want of outside aliment, and then every 
difficulty could be settled by the ballot-box. Besides, 
and no trilling consideration, I shall then be enabled to 
withdraw the troops from Kansas, and employ them on a 
service where they are much needed. '.!.'hey have been 
kept there on the earnest importunity of Governor 
Walker, to maintain the existeuce of the Territorial 
Government, and secure the execution of the laws. Ile 
considered at least two thousand regular troops, under 
the command of General Harney, were necessary for this 
purpose. Acting upon his reliable information, I have 
been obliged in some degree, to interfere with the ex
pedition to Utah in order to keep down tile rebellion in 
Kansas. '.!.'his has involved very heavy expenses to the 
Government. Kansas once admitted, it is believed there 
will no longer be occasion there for the troops. 

I have tlius performed my duty on this important 
question under a deep sense of my responsibility to God 
and to the country. llfy public life will terminate in a 
brief period, and I have no other object of earthly ambi
tion than to leave my country in a peaceful and pros
perous condition, and to Ii ve in the affections and 
respe<:t of my countrymen. The dark and ominous 
clouds now impending over the Union I conscientiously 
believe will be dissipated with honor to every portion of 
it by the admission of Kansas during the present session 
of Congress; whereas, if she should be rejected, I greatly 
fear these clouds will become darker and more ominous 
than any which have ever yet threatened the Constitu-
tion and the Union. (Signed) JAMES BucrrANAN. 

The Lecompton Constitution contains a pro
vision on the subject of Slavery, as follows : 

SLAVERY. 

§ 1. The right of property is before and higher than 
any constitutional sancLion, and the right of the owner 
of a slave to such a slave and its increase is the same 
and is inviolable, as the right of the owner of any pro'. 
perty whatever. 

§ 2. 'l'be Legislature shall have no power to pass laws 
for the emancipation of slaves without the consent of 
their owners, or without paying their owners, previous 
to emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the 
slaves so emancipated. They shall have no power to 
prevent emigrants to the State from bringing with them 
such persons as are deemed slaves by the laws of any 
one of the United States or Territories so long as any 
persons of the same age or description shall be continued 
slaves by the laws of this State; provided, that suc!i 
person or slave be the bona fide property of such emi
grant; and pr·ovided, also, that laws may be passed to 
prohibit the introduction of slaves into this State who 
have committed high crimes in other States or Territories. 

This provision, and this provision alone, it 
was finally determined by a close vote to sub
mit to the registered electors. For this purpose, 
by the terms of a schedule annexed to the 
Constitution, an election was to be held on the 
21st of December. The ballots cast were to be 
indorsed either "Constitution with Slavery," or 
"Constitution with No Slavery." Thus to have 
the privilege of voting No Slavery, it was still 
made necessary to vote for the Constitution, 
beside which, all persons offering to vote must, 
if challenged, "take an oath to support the 
Constitution if adopted." 

If the number of votes "for the Constitution 
without Slavery" should be a majority, then 
the schedule provides, that "'l'he rights of 
property in slaves now in the 'l'erritory, shall 
in no manner .be interfered with." Making it 
impossible to abolish Slavery. 

This schedule, as if with a direct view of 
superseding the Territorial Legislature and 
Congre:;sional delegate elect, further provided 
that the Constitution shall be in force "after 
its ratificat10n by the people" (without waiting 
for the approval of Congress) a State election 
to be held on the first Monday in January, 
1858, for the choice of a Governor, Licutcnant
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, State 
Treasurer, and members of the Legi:;;lature, and 
also a member of Congress. It also provided 
(as if to deprive the Territorial Legislature of 
all power of acting) that all laws in force not 
repugnant to the Constitution shall continue 
until altered, amended or repealed by a Legis
lature assembled under the provisions of this 
Constitution ; and that all officers, civil or 
military, under the authority of the Territory 
of Kansas, shall continue to hold and exercise 
their respective offices uutil superseded by the 
authority of the State: the first meeting of the 
State Legislature to take place upon the issue 
of a proclamation by the President of the 
Convention, upon the receipt of official infor
mation that Cougress has admitted Kansas into 
the Union. A provision is also inaerted in
tended to prevent any amendment previous to 
the year 1864, and then only upon the concur
rence of two-thirds of the members of both 
houses, and "a majority of all the citizens of 
the State." 

LECOMPTON AND ENGLISH BILLS. 

The following record of the action of Congress 
on the admission of Kansas under the Lecomp
ton Constitution, will be interesting for future 
reference. 
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The original bill, as it passed the Senate 
'!l.Ilder the lead of Senator Green (March 23, 
1858), was as follows : 

THE LECOMPTON BILL. 
A Bill for the Admission of the State of Kansas into 

the Union, presented iln the Senate by Mr. Green, 
of Missouri , from the Committee on T1J1•ritories, 
Feb1·1.w.ry 17, 1858. 
Whereas, The people of the Territory of Kansas did, 

by a Convention of Delegates called and assembled at 
Lecompton, September 4, 1857, form for themselves a 
Constitution and State Government, which said Conven
ticin having asked the admission of the Territory into 
the Union as a State on an equal footing with the original 
StateP, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Douse of Repi•esen
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the State of Kansas shall be, and is 
hereby dec lared to be, one of the United States of 
America, and admitted into the Union on an equal foot
ing with the original States, in all respects whatever; 
and the said State shall consist of all the territory in
cluded within the following boundaries, to wit: Begin
ning at a point on the western boundary of the State of 
Missouri where the thirty-seventh parallel of latitude 
crosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the 
eastern boundary of Ne'f Mexico; thence north on said 
boundary to latitude thirty-eight; thence following said 
boundary westward to the eastern boundary of the Terri
tory of Utah, on the summit of the Rocky l\lonntains; 
thence northward on said summit to the fortieth parallel 
of latitude ; thence east on said parallel to the western 
boundary of the State of Missouri; thence south with the 
westward boundary of said State, to the place of begin
ning: ... 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of 
Kansas i5 admitted into the Union upon the express con
dition that said State shall never interfere with the 
primary disposal of the public lands, or with any regula
tions which Congress may find necessary for securing t.he 
(.it.le in said lands to the bona fide purchasers and 
grantees thereof, or impose or levy any tax, assessment, 
or imposition of any desc1·iption whatsoever upon them, 
or other property oft.he United States, within the limits of 
said State ; and that nothing in this act shall be construed 
to abridge or infringe any right of the people asserted in 
the Constitution of Kansas, at all times, to alter, reform 
or ahoiish thE:ir form of government in such manner as 
they mny think proper, Congress hereby disclaiming any 
amhority to intervene or declare the construction of the 
Constitution of any State, except to see that it is republi
can in form and not in conflict with the Constitution of 
the United States; and nothing in this act shall be con
strued as an assent by Congress to all or to any of the 
propositions or claims contained in the ordinance an
nexed to the Constitution of the people of Kansas, nor to 
deprive the said State of Kansas of the same grants 
which were contained in said act of Congress, entitled, 
" An act to authorize the people of the Territory of 
Minnesot!L to form a Constitution and State Government, 
preparatory to admission into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States,'' approved February 26, 
1S:i3. 

§ 3. And be it further enacted, 'rhat until the next 
general census shall be taken, and an apportionment of 
representation made, the State of Kansas shall be entitled 
to one Representative in the House of Representatives of 
the United States. 

The bill passed, 33 to 25, as follows : 

YEAS-FOR LECOMPTON. 
AL!BH!A.,-Fitzpatrick, Clay. ARKANSA.S.-Sebastian, 

J ohnson. CALIFORNIA.-G win. DELA w ARE.- Bayard. 
FLORIDA.-:lfallory, Yulee. GEORGIA.-lverson, Toombs. 
lNnrANA.-l!' itch, Bright. lOWA.-Jones. KENTUCKY.
'£HOMPSON. LOUiblANA.-Benjamin, Slidell. MARYLAND. 
- Pearce, KENNEDY. J\1ISS1551PPI.-Brown. Mrssoun1.
Green, Pulk. Ni>w-JEns;;v.-Wright, Thomoon. NoR'rH 
CaROLINA.-Biggs. PENNSYLVAN!A.-Bigler. RIIODE 
ISLAND.-Allen. SOUTH CAROLINA.-Evans, Ilammonrl . 
TENNO:SS~E.-Johnson. TEXAS.-Ilenderson, HOUSTON. 
Vrna1Nu.-l\1ason , li unter. 'l'otal, 33, 

NAYS--A.GAINST LECOMPTON. 
C!LIFORNIA..-Broderick. CONNECTICUT.-Foster,DiaJon. 

ILLINOI~.-Douglas, Trwmbull. IowA. .-Harlan. K~"N
TCJCKv.-C1t1T1'~NDEN. l\!AINE .-Fes.~enden, Hamlin. 
l\.I AsSACH USi>TTS.- Wilson, Swmner. l\lrcmGAN.-Stuart, 
Chandler. NEw-1l .u1P1:nmrn.-Hale, Oi,ark. NEw
YORK.-Seward, Ki.ng. OHio.-Pugh, Wade. Ruon.a: 

l SL.!.ND.- Simmons. T~NNESSEE.-BELL. VERMONT.
Collcvmer, Foot. WrscoNSIN.-Diwkee, Doolittle. To
tal, 25. 

ABS!!NT OR NOT VOT!NG.-Messrs. Bates (Del.), Reid 
(N. C.), Davis (Mi.), Cameron (Pa.) Mr. Cameron paired 
off with Mr. Davis. 

P revious to taking tbis vote, Mr. Crittenden 
moved a substitute for the bill, in substance, 
that the Constitution be submitted to the people 
at once, and, if approved, the President to 
admit Kansas by proclamation. If rejected, 
the people to call a Convention and frame a 
Constitution. The substitute made special pro· 
vision against frauds at the election. 

This substitute was lost: Yeas, 24; Nays, 34. 
On the first of April, the bill was taken up in 

the House and read once, when, its second 
reading having been objected to by Mr. Gid
dings, the question recurred under the rule, 
Shall the bill be rejected? .A. vote was taken 
and resulted, Yeas, 95 ; Nays, 137. 

Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., offered as a substi
tute, with slight alterations, the bill which Mr. 
Crittenden had offered in the Senate. Mr. 
Quitman, of Mississippi, also offered a substitute, 
which was the same as the Senate bill, with the 
omission of the declaratory clause, "that the 
people shall have the right at all times to alter 
or amend the Constitution in such manner as 
they think proper,'' etc. 

Mr. Quitman's substitute was lost-Yeas, 72; 
Nays, 160, the yeas being all from the Slave 
States, and Mr. Montgomery's was adopted, 120 
to 112. 

The Crittenden-Montgomery substitute, as it 
passed the House, was in the following words: 

§ 1. Be it enacted, etc., That the State of J(ansas be, 
and is hereby, admitted into the Union on an equal foot· 
ing with the original States in all respects whatever ; but 
inasmuch as it is greatly disputed whether the Constitu
tion framed at Lecompton on the 7th day of November 
last, and now pending before Congres", was fairly made, 
or expressed the will of the people of Kansas, this admis· 
sion of her into the Union as a State is here declared to 
be upon this fundamental condition precedent, namely: 
'£hat the said constitutional instrument shall be first sub· 
mitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, and assented to 
by them, or a majority of the voters, at an election to be 
held for the purpose ; and as soon as such assent shall be 
given, and duly made known, by a majority of the Com
missioners herein appointed, to the President of the 
United States, he shall announce the same by proclama
tion and thereafter, without any further proceedings on 
the part of Congress, the admission of the said State of 
Kansas into the Union upon an equal footing with the 
oriainal States, in all respects whatever, shall be complete 
and absolute. At the said election the voting shall be by 
ballot, and by indorsing on his ballot as each voter may 
please, ''for the Constitution," or "against the Constitu
tion." Shonld the said Constitution be r ejected at the 
said election by a majority of votes being cast against it, 
then, and in that event, the inha'Jitants of said '£erritory 
are hereby authorized and empowered to form for them
selves a Constitution and State Government by the name 
of the State of Kansa8, according to the Federal Con
stitution, and to that end may elect delegates to a con· 
yention as hereinafter provided. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That the said State of. 
Kansas shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the M1ssour1 
and all other rivers and waters bordering on the said State 
of Kansas, so far as the same shall form a common bound· 
ary to said State and any other State or States now or 
hereafter to be formed or bounded by the same; and 
said rivers and waters, and all the ua vigable waters of 
said State shall be common highways and forever free , 
as well to 'the inhabitants of said State as to all other citi· 
zens of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, 
or toll therefor. 

§ 3. And be it further ~cted, That for. the purpose 
of insuring, as far as possible, that the elections author
ized by this act may be fair and free, the Governor and 
the Secretary of the '£erl"itory of Kansas, and the presid· 
ing officers of the two branches of its Legislature, namely 

\ 
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the President of the Council and Speaker of the House of I vices the same compensation as is given for like services 
Representatives, are hernby constituted a board o~ com- under the Terri~orial laws. . 
missioners to carry into effect the provisions of this act, 

1 

§ 7. And be it further· enacted, That the said State of 
and to use all the means necessary and proper to that Kansas, when her admission as a State becomes complete 
end. Any three of them shall constitute a .Board; and and absolute, shall b~ entitled to one member in .the 
the board ehall have power and authority, in respect to I House of Representatives, m the Congress of the Umted 
each and all of the elections hereby authorized or pro- States, till the next census be taken by the Federal GoY
vided for, to designate and establi;h precincts for voting, ernment. 
or to adopt those already establ ished; to cause polls to § 8. And be it furtlie;r enacted, 'l'hat the following 
be opened at such places as it may deem proper in the re· propositions be, and the same are hereby offered to the 
spective counties and election precincts of said 'rerritory; said people of Kansas for their free acceptance or rejec
to appoint, as judges of election at each of the several tion, which, if accepted! shall be obligatory on t!1e U~1.1tcd 
places of voting, three discreet and respectable pe.rsons, States and up?n the i;aid State ?f Kansas, to int : i'. ir~t, 
any two of whom shall be competent to act; to require the That the sections numbered sixteen and tlm1y-s1x m 
Sheriffs of the several counties, by themselves or deputies , every township of public lands in said State, a nd where 
to attend the judges at each of the places of voting, for either of said sections, or any part thereof ha' been sold 
the purpose of preserving peace and good order, or the or otherwise disposed of, other lands equivalent theret?, 
said .Board may, in,tead of said SherifI:! and their deputies, and as contiguous as may be, shall be g•·anted to said 
appoint., at their discretion, and in such instances as they State for the use of schools. Second, 'l'hat seventy-two 
may choose, other fit persons for the same purpose ; and sections of land shall be set apart .and reserved for the 
when the purpose of the election is to elect delegates to a use and support of a State University, to be selected by 
Convention to form a Constitution, as hereinbefore pro- the Governor of said State, subjec~ to the approval of 
vided for, the number of delegates shall be sixty, and the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and to be 
they shall be apportioned by said .Board among the appropriated and applied in such manner as the Legis
several counties of said Territory, according to the nurn-, lature of said State may prescribe for the purpose afore
ber of voters; and in making this apportionment, the said, but for no other purposes. Thfrd, That ten entire 
Board may join two or more counties together to make sections of land, to be selected by the Governor of said 
an election or representative district, where neit.her of State, in legal subdivisions, shall be granted to said State 
the said counties has the requisite number of vot.,rs to for the purpose of completing the public buildings, or for 
entitle it to a delegate, or to join a smaller to a larger the erection of others at the se1tt of government, under 
county lrnving a surplus population, where it may serve the direction of the Legislature thereof. Fo~i,rth, That 
to equal ize the representation. 'l'he elections hereby all salt springs within said State, not exceeding twelve in 
authorized shall c0ntinue one day only, and shall not be number, with sb: sections of land adjoining, or as contigu
continued later than sundown on that day. The said ous as may be to each, shall be granted to said State fo r 
Board shall appoint the day of election for each of the its use; the same to be selected by the Governor thereof 
elections hereby authorized, as the same may become within one year after the admission of said State, and 
necessary. 'l'he said Governor shall announce, by pro- when so selected, to be used or disposed of on such 
clarnation, the day appointed for any one of Raid elections, terms, conditions and regulations as the Legislature shall 
and the day shall be as early a one as is consistent with direct: Provided, That no salt springs or land the right 
due not.ice thereof to the people of said •rerritory, subject whereof is now vested in any individual or individuals, 
to the provisions of this act. 'l'he said Board shall have or which may be hereafter be confirmed or adjudged to 
full power to prescribe the time, manner and places of any individual or individuals, shall by this art:cle be 
each of said elections, and t.o direct the time and manner granted to said State. F~fth, '!'hat five per centum of 
of the returns thereof, which returns shall be made to the the net proceeds of sales of ali public lands lying within 
said Board, whose duty it shall be to announce the result said States, which shall be sold by Congress after the ad
by proclamation, and to appoint therein as early a day mission of said State into the Union, after deducting a ll 
as practicable for the delegates elected (where the election the expenses incident to the same, shall be paid to said 
has been for delegates) to assemble in Convention at the State, for the purpose of making public roads and inter· 
seat of Government of said Territory. When so assembled, nal improvements, as the Legislature shall direct: Pro
the Convention shall first determine, by a vote, whether vided, 'l'he foregoing propositions hereinbefore otreriid 
it is the wish of the proposed State to be admitted into the are on the condition that the people of Kansas shall pro
Union at that time; and if so, shall proceed to form a vide, by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent 
Constitution, and take all necessary steps for the estab- of the United States, that said State shall never interfere 
lishment of a State Government, in conformity with the with the primary disposal of the soil within the same, by 
Federal Constitution, subject to the approval and ratifica- t.11e United States, or with any regulations C. ngress may 
tion of the people of the proposed State. And the said f:nd necessary for securing the title in sald soil to bona 
Convention shall accordingly provide for its submission fide purchasers thereof, and that no tax shall be imposed 
to the vote of the people for approval or rejection; and on lands belonging to the United States, and that in no 
if the majority of votes shall be given for the Constitution case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than 
so framed as aforesaid, the Governor of the •rerritory residents. Sireth: And that the said Siate shall never 
shall, within twenty days after the result is known, notify tax the land~ or the propert,y of the United States in that 
the President of the United States of the same. Ami State : Prwided howemer, That nothing i:l this act of 
thereupon the President shall announce the same by pro· admission shall be so construed as to ratify or accept the 
clamation, and thereafter, and without any further pro- ordinance attached to said Cor.stitution; but said ordi
ceedings whateYer on the part of Congress, the admission nance is hereby rejected by tile Government of the Uni
of the said State of Kansas into the Union, upon an equal ted States. 
footing with the original States in all respects whatever, 
shall be complete and absolute. 

§ 4 . .And be it further enacted, That in the elections 
hereby authorized, all white male inhabitants of said 'l'e r· 
ritory over the age of twenty-one years, who are legal 
voters under the Jaws of the Territory of Kansas, and 
none others, shall be allowed to vote; and this shall be 
the only qualification required to entitle the voter to the 
right of suffrage in said elections. And if any person not 
so qualified slrnll vote or offer to vote, or if any person 
shall vote more than once at either of said elections, ot· 
shall make, or cause to be made, any false, fictitious or 
fraudulent returns, or shall alter or change any returns 
of either of said elections, such person shall, upon convic
tion thereof before any court of competent jurisdiction, be 
kept at hard labor not less than si:x: months, and not 
more than three years. 

§ 5 . .And be it f14l'ther enacted, That the members of 
the aforesaid Board of Commissioners, and all persons 
appointed by them to carry into effect the provisions of 
this act, shall, before entering upon their duties, take an 
oath to perform faithfully the duties of their respective 
offices; an1l on failure thereof, they shall be liable and 
subject to the same charges and penalties as are provided 
n like cases under the Territorial laws. 

§ 6 . .And be itfl.brtlier enacted, That the officers men
tioned in the preceding section shall receive for their ser-

The following are the Yeas and Xays: 

YEAS-TO AMEND OR S!:BSTITOTE. 
C.A.LIFORNIA.-McKibbin - 1. 
CoNNEcr1cur.-Olark, Dea'Tlr-2. 
lLLINOJs.-Etihu 1Vashburne, Fllrn.Jwortlt, Lovejoy, 

Kellogg, Morris, llarris, Shaw, Robert Smith, Sam. S. 
l\Iarshall-9. 

INDIANA.-English, Foley, Kilgore, J . G. Davis, Wilson, 
Oolfaro, Case, Pettit-8. 

low A.-Oiirtis, T. Dcvvis-2. 
KENTOCKY.-UNDERWOOD1 H UMPHREY JlfARSil.A.LL-2. 
JIIAINE.- Wood, Gilman, .Abbott, .ilfon;e, I. lVash-

burne, Foster-6. 
111ARYLAND.-R!CAUD1 J . l\f. H ARRIS, H.ll!NTER DAVIS-3. 
llfASSACBOSETTS.-Dall, Bujfinton, Damrell, Com·ins, 

Burlingame, DCl!Via, Gooch, Knapp, Thayer, Oh11jfee, 
Dawes--11. 

l\I1cmG.A.N.-Howard, Waldron, Walbridge, Leack --4. 
l\I JSSOORI.-Blair-1. 
NEw-HAMPSBIRE.-Pike, Tappan, C1·a(!i1v-8. 
NEW-J ERSEY. -Clawson, Robbins, Adrain-3. 
NORTH CAROLINA.-GIU!ER-1. 
Nmw-Yo&K.-H askin, H .F. Clark, Mli,rray, Tlwmpson , 

OUn, Dodd, Palmer, Spinner, Olar'k B. OocM'wne, 
Morse, Matteson, B e;n;n,ett, Goodwin, Holwd, Gramger 
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Morgan, Pottle, Pai·ker, Kelsey, .Andrews, Sherman, I mantled the previous question. The call for the 
Burrou(fhs, Fenton~--23. . . . 

OB10.-Pendleton, Groesbeck, Campbell, NicholB, I previous question was lost by the castmg vote 
;Jfott, Cockerill, Harla-n, Stanton, Hall, Horton, Cox, of the Speaker: 108 to 108. Very much to 
Sh.8r71?;aH, B t.iss , Tompkins, Lawrence, Leiter, TVacte, I the surprise of the House Mr. EnO'lish of Indi-
Giddin(Js Bin(Jhanlr--19 h h d · ' 0 

' PENNSY~VANIA.-.E. J. Mon'iB, Owen Jones, Hickman, I ana, w O a ~cte.d with the Anti-Lecompton 
Robdrts, Kunkel, Grow, Edie, Oovode, Montgomery party up to this time, moved that the Bouse 
Ritchie, Piwviance, St~wart, Dick, Chapman.-14. ' agree to a Conference Committee, and that a 
~HODE IsLAND.-Durfee, J!rayton-2. committee of three be appo· ted b ti 
> ERl!ONT.- Walton, ;JiorNlt, Royce-3. . . Ill. Y 1e 
W1sc0Nsrn.-Potter, c. o. JVashburne, Billin(Jhiii·st- Speaker to meet a s1m1lar committee of the 

3.-Total, 120. Senate, and on this he called for the previous 
NAYS. question, which was ordered. The Yeas and 

AL.rn.rn,1.-Stallworth, Shorter, Dowdell, Moore, Rous- Nays were called, and the vote stood 108 to 
ton, Cobb, Curry-7. 108: the Speaker voting in the affirmative, :M:r • 

.AnK.ANSAS.-Greenwood, Warren-2. English's proposition was agreed to. The Yeas 
CALIFORNIA. -Scot\,--1. ~ CoNN~:cncuT.-Arnold, Bishop-2. and Nays were as follows: 
DELA WARll.-Whiteley-1. YEAS .. -Messrs . Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks-
FLoRIDA.-IIawkins-1. ilale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch 
GEOHGIA .-Seward, Crawford, TRIPPE, Gartrell, Wright, Bryan, Burnett, B.urns, Caruthers, Caskie, Clark (Mo.): 

Jackson, HILL, Stephens-8. Clay, Cle~ens, Clmgman, Cobb, John Coc~rane, Craig 
L'louNA -Niblack, Hughes, G!·et;g-3. (l\Io.), Craige (N. C.1, Crawford, Curry, Davidso n, Davis 
KENTUCKY.-Burnett, Peyton, 'l'albott, Jewett, Elliott, (l\Iiss.), Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliot, Enolisll 

Clay, llfason, Stevenson-8. Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Goode: 
LourSIANA.-EusTrs, 'l'aylor, Davidson, Sandidge-4. G1 eenwood, Gregg, I:lall (Ohio), Hatch, llawkins Hill 
MARYLAND.-StewarL, Kunkel, Bowie--3. Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, J~wett: 
M1ssoum.-ANDERSON, Clark, Craig, WOODSON, Phelps , Jones (Tenn.), J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, 

--{), Kelly, Kunkel (l\Id.), Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
MrssrssrPPr.-Lamar, R. Davis, Barksdale, Singleton, l\Iaclay, l\IcQueen, Mason, Maynard, Miles, l\liller, l\Iill-

Quitman-5. son, ?IIoore, Niblack, Orr, Pendlet&n, Peyton, Phelps, 
NEw-JEnsEv.-IIuyler, Wortendyke-2. Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, lluffin, Rus-
NORTH CAROI.INA.-Shaw, Ruffin, Winslow, Branch, sell, 8andidge, ::lavage, Scales, Scott, i:learing, Se\\'ard, 

Scales, Craige, Clingman-7. Shaw (N. 0. ), Shorter, Singleton, Smith (Tenn.), Smith 
New-YonK.-Searing, Taylor, Sickles, Kelly, Maclay (Va), Stallwo1th, Stephens, Stevenson, Stewart (Mil.), 

John Cochrane, ·ward, Russell, Corning Hatch-10. ' Talbott, Taylor (N. Y.), 'l.'rippe, Ward, Warren, Watkins 
OH!o.-Miller, Burns-2. ' White, Winslow, Woodson, \\ortendyke, Wright (Ga.)' 
PENNSYLVANIA.-Florence, Landy, Phillips, Glancy Wright (Tenn.), Zollicoffer-109. ' 

Jones, Leidy, Dimmick, White, Ahl, Gillis, l~eilly, De- ['l'he four in italics had hitherto voted anti-Lecomp-
wart-11. ton.] 

Sounr "CAROLINA.-1\IcQ.ueen, l\Iiles, Keitt, Donham, .NAYS.-Mes.srs. A.bbott, Andrews, B~nnett, Billinghurst, 
Boyce-o. Bmgham, lllau·, Bliss, Brayton, llutfinton, Burlingame, 

TnNN FSSEE.-Watkins, MAYNARD, S. A. Smith Sava"e Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Clark 
READY, Jones, Wright, ZoLLJCOFFEH, Atkins, Av~ry-10.' :conn.), Clark (N. Y.), ~lawsou_, Cockerill, Colfax, Com

TEXAS.-Bryan, Heagan-2. ms, Covode, Cox, Cragm, Curtis, Damrell, Davis (l\ld.) 
VrnGINIA.-Garnet, Millson, Caskie Goode Bocock Davis (Ind.), DaYis (~Jass.), Davis (Iowa,, Dawes, Dean: 

Powell, Smith, :Faulkner, Letcher Cledi.ens Je~kins Ed: Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, ·Fenton , l!'oley, 
mundson

1 
Hopkins-13. 'l.'otal, llz. ' ' Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, 

.Ab11cnv--Caruthers (Mo.) Groesbeck; Grow, Hall (:\lass.\ Harlan, Harris (:\Jd.) 
m:CAPITULATION. Harris, (Ill.), Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Ho ton Howard' 

Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Leiter, Lov~joy, 1'Iar: 
Yeas. shall 1.Ky.) Marshall (Ill.), l\Iatteson, Montgomery, Mor-

_fW1'.ublicans, 92; Democrats, 22; Americans, 6. Total gan, l\lorrill, Morris (Penn.,) l\Iorris (Ill.), )Jorse (Me.), 
i\Iorse (N. Y), !\Iott, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Pettit, 

Nays. Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Hicauil, ltitchie, Rob-
Democrats, 104; Americans, 8. Total-112. bins, Royce, Shaw (Iii.), Sherman (Ohio), Sherman 

'l'he bill having been returned to the Senate (N. Y.), Smith (111.), Spinner, Stanton, Stewart (Penn.), 
on the ilecond day of .April, Mr. Green moved 'l.'appan, 'l.'homp on, 'l'ornpkins, Underwood, Wade, Wal

bridge, Waldron, " 'alton, Washburne (UL), Washburne 
to disagree to the House amendment which (M:e.), Wilson, 'rood-108. 
motion was adopted: Yeas, 34, Nays, 22. The following, not voting, h:i,d paired off: 

The following are the Na vs: J Adrain with Huyler, Dimmick with l\IcKibbin, Gillis 
Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark Col- with Roberta, Clark ll. Cochrane with Sickles, Reilly 

lamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Fess~nden, with '!'hayer, 'l'aylor (La.) with Kunkel (Pa.) Wash
Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Sim- hurne (Wis.) with Arnold, Olin with Corning. ' W'bite-
mons, t<tuart, 'l.'rumbull, Wade, Wilson. ley, absent. 

In the House of Representatives, on the 7th The Committee of Conference was composed 
of April, Mr. Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, of Messrs. James S. Green, (Mo.), Robert 1\1. 'I'. 
moved that the Ilouse adhere to its amend- Ilunter, (Va), and William H. Sewal'd, (N. Y ), 
ment, which motion was carried, Yeas, 11 u, of the Senate; and Messrs. VVilliam II. English, 
Nays 111-the vote being the same as on the (Ind.), Alexander II. Stephens, (Ga.), and Wil
adoption of the amendment, with the exception liam A. lioward, (Mich.), on the part of the 
of Messrs. Marshall and Bowie, who paired off Ilousc. 
and did not vote. On the 23d of April, the Committee made 

On the 13th of April, the Senate voted to in- their report (susceptible of various interpreta
sist and ask for a conference committee, Yeas tions), Messrs. Soward of the Senate, and Ilow
~O, Nays, 24-the Nays being the same as th~ ard, of the House, dissenting. .After a running 
Nays on Mr. Green's motion to disagree, with fight of a week between the friends and oppo
the addition of Messrs. Bell and Sumner. On ncnts of the new scheme, on the 30th of April, 
the following day, the House received a mes- the report of the Committee was adopted by 
sage from the Senate insisting on its disagree- both branches of Congress. It was as follows: 
ment and asking a committee of conference, . An Act /qr the -1dmis8i01i of the State of Ka.nsas 
when Mr. Mont"omery of Pa. moved that the 'into the Un~on.-\\ hereas, t~ie people of the Terntory 

H 
. . 0 . ' ' . j of Kansas dtd, by a convention of delegates assembled 

ouse rnsist on its adherence, on which he de- at Lecompton on the 7th day of Nov., 1857, for that pur-
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pose, form for themselves a constitution and State I held that the people of Kansas do not desire adrnl8s1on into 
government, which constitution is rep;iblican; 3:nd the U~on _with said. C?onstituti~n under the conditions se\ 
~ohe1'ea.s, at the same time and place, said convention forth m said propos1t10n: and m that event the people of 
did adopt an ordinance, which said ordinance asserts I said Territory are hereby authorized and empowered to 
that Kansas, when admitted as a State, will have an un- form for themselves a Constitution and State Government, 
d ... ubted right to tax the lands within her limits belong- by the name of the :State of Kansas, according to the Fed
ing to the United States, and proposes to relinquish said eral Constitution, and may elect delegates for that purpose 
asserted right if certain conditions set forth in said or- whenever, and not before, it is ascertained by a censu~ 
dinance be accepted and agreed to by the Congress of duly and legally taken, that the population of said Terri
the United States; and whereas, the said constitution tory equals or exceeds the ratio of representation required 
and ordinance have been presented to Congress by order for a member of the IIouse of Representatives of the Con
uf said convention, and admission of said 'l'erritory into gress of the United States; and whenever thereafter such 
the Union thereon as a State requested; and whereas, delegates shall assemble in Convention, they shall first de
said ordinance is not acceptable to Congress, and it is termine by a vote whether it is the wish of the p eople of 
desirable to ascertain whether the people of Kansas the proposed State to be admitted into the Uniun at tlrnt 
concur in the changes in said ordinance, hereinafter time; and, if so, shall proceed to form a Constitution, and 
stated, and desire admission into the Union as a State take all necessary steps for the establishment of a State 
as herein proposed: '.l.'herefore, Government, in conformity with the Federal Con~titution, 

Be it enacted, etc., '.!.'hat the State of Kansas be, and subject to suchlimitations and restrictions as to the mode and 
is hereby admitted into the Union on an equal footing manner of its approval or ratification by the people of the 
with the original States, in all respects whatever, but proposed State as they may have prescribed by law, and 
upon this fundamental condition precedent, namely : shall be entitled to admission into the Union as a State un
That the question of admission with the following pm- der such Constitution, thus fairly and legally made, wiU1 or 
position, in lieu of the ordinance framed at Lecompton, without Slavery, as said Constitution may prescribe. 
be submitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, and § 2 . .And be it further enacted, '.!.'hat for the pur
assented to by them or a majority of the voters voting pose of insuring, as far as possible, that the elections au
at an election to be held for that purpose, namely: thorized by this act may be fair and free, the Governor, 
That the following propositions be, and the same are United States District Attorney, and Secretary of the 'Ier
hereby o!Tered to the people of Kansas for acceptance ritory of Kansas, and the presiding officers of the two 
or rejection, which, if accepted, shall be obligatory on branches of its Legislature, namely, the President of the 
the United States and upon the said State of Kansas, to Council and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
wit: .l!'i1·st, That sections mumber sixteen and thirty- are hereby constituted a board of Commissioners to carry 
six in every township of public lands in said State, or into effect the provisions of this act, and to use all the 
where either of said sections or any part thereof has means necessary and proper to that end. And three of 
been sold or otherwise disposed of, other lands equiva- them shall constitute a hoard; and the board shall have 
lent thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be power and authority to designate and establish precincts 
granted to said State for the use of schools. Second, for voting or to adopt those already established; to cause 
'l'hat seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and polls to be opened at such places as it may deem proper in 
reserved for the support of a State University, to be the respective counties and election precincts of said '.l.'er
selected by the Governor of said State, subject to the ritory; to appoint as judges of election at each of the 
approval of the Commissioners of the General Land- several places of voting, three discreet and respectable 
Office, and to be appropriated and applied in such man- persons, any two of whom shall be competent to act; tc 
ner as the legislature of said State may prescribe for require the sheriffs of the several counties, by themselv<es 
the purpose aforesaid, but foi· no other purpose. Tliil'd, or deputies, to attend the judges at each of the places of 
'l'hat ten entire sections of land, to be selected by the voting, for the purpose of preserving peace and good or· 
Governor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be der; or the said board may, instead of said sherilis anc 
granted to said State for the purpose of completing the their deputies, appoint at their discretion, and in w ch in 
public buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat stances as they may choose, other fit persons for the sauH 
of government, under the d rection of the legislature purpose. The election hereby authorized shall continue 
thereof. Fourth, That all salt springs within said State, one day only, and shall not be continued later than sun 
uot exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of down on that day. 'l'he said board shall appoint the da} 
land adjoining, or as contiguous as may be to each, for holding said election, and the said Governor shall an 
shall be granted to said State for its use, the same to be nounce the same by proclamation; and the day shall bt 
selected by the Governor thereof, within one year after as early a one as is consistent with due notice thereof to 
the admission of said State; and, when so selected, to be the people of said 'l'erritory, subject to the provisions of 
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regu- this act. The said board shall have full power to prescribe 
lations as the legislature may direct: P1·ovided, '.!.'hat the time, manner, and place of said election, and to direct 
no sa1t spring or land, the right whereof is now vested the time (within) which returns shall be made to the S<tid 
in any individual or individuals, or which may hereafter board, whose duty it shall be to announce the result by 
be confirmed or adjudged to any individual or in di vi- proclamation, and the said Governor shall certify the same 
duals, shall by this article be granted to said St<tte. to the President of the United States without delay. 
Pijtli, '.!.'hat five per centum of the net proceeds of sales § 3 . .And be it fu,f'ther enacted, '.!.'hat in the election 
of all public lands lying within said State which shall be hereby authorized, all white male inhabitants of said '.l.'er
sold by Congress after the admission of said State into ritory, over the age of twenty-one years, who possess the 
the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to qualifications which were required by the laws of said '.l.'er
the same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of ritory for a legal voter at the last general election for the 
making public roads and internal improvements, as the members of the '.l.'erritorial Legislature, and none other;, 
legislature shall direct: Provided, 'l'he foregoing pro- shall be allowed to vote; and this shall be the only qualifi
positions herein offered are on the condition that said cation required to entitle the voter to the right of suffrage 
:::;tate of Kansas slrnll never interfere with the primary in said election. And if any person not so qualified shall 
disposal of the lands of the United States, or with any vote or offer to vote, or if any person shall vote more than 
regulations which Congress may find necessary for once at said election, or shall make, or cause to be made, 
securing the title in said soil to bona .fide purchasers any false, fictitious, or fraudulent returns, or shall alter or 
thereof, anu that no tax shall be imposed on lands be- change any returns of said election, such person sball, up
longing to the United States, and that in no case shall on conviction thereof before any comt of competent jmis
non-re:;ident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. diction, be kept at hard labor not less than sLx mouth~ and 
Sirntl•, And that ~aid State shall neve1· tax the lands or not more than three years. 
property of the United States in that State. § 4 . .And be it fu,rther enacted, That the members 

At the su,id election the voting shall be by ballot, and by of the aforesaid board of commissioners, and all pcr:;ons 
indorsing on his ballot, as each voter may be pleased, appointed by them to carry into effect the pro1' isions of 
"Proposition accepted," or "Proposition rejected." this act, shall, before entering upon their duties, take an 
Should a majority of the votes cast be for "Proposition ac- oath to perform faithfully the duties of their respective 
cepted," the President of the United States, as soon as the : offices : and on failure thereof, they shall be liable and 
fact is duly made known to him, shall announce the same subject to the same charges and penalties as are provided 
by proclamation; and thereafter, and without any further in like cases under the Territorial Jaws. 
proceedings on the part of Congress, the admission of the § 5 . .And be it .fu,rthei· enacted, That the officer3 
:State of Kansas into the Union upon .in equal footing with mentioned in the preceding section shall r eceh' e for t11eii· 
the original States in all respects whatever shall be com- services the same compensation as is given for like serYic1:; 
plete and absolute; and said State shall be entitled to one under the Territorial l<tws. 
membe1· in the House of Representatives in the Congress '.!.'he vote in the Senate, on agreeing to the Conference C1m1-
of the United States until the next census be taken by the mittee's Report, stood-Yeas, 30; Nays, 22; as follow~: 
l!' cderal Government. But should a majority of tbe votes YEAS.-Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bil{ler, Hi;!t'~, 
ca,,t be for" Proposition rejected," it shall be deemed and Bright, Brown, Clay, Davis, Evans, l!'itzpatrick, Greeu, 
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Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson (Ark) I retainin"' as a part of the new State the western 
Johnson (Tei:m.),,fones, Kennedy, ~fallory, ~f.ason, Polk, gold region about Pike's Peak, which was 
Pugh, Sebastian, Ihompson (N.J.), Toombs, 1' right, Yulee., b . . . . . 

NAYS.-Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Colla- egmnmg to attract great numbers of II11TU!· 
mer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, grants; for the exclusion from the State of 
Fessende~, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Ha1:1an, King, free ne"'roes and for the prohibition of bank 
Seward, Simmons, Stuart, Trumbull, ·wade, Wilson. . 0 

' 

PArnEn.-Bell with Pearce, Fitch with Sumner. issues, but bad been defeated as to all these 
ABSENT.-Olark, Bates, Henderson, Reid, 'rhompson poiuts. 

~Ky.), Slidell. By the Constitution, as adopted the bounda-
In the House, on the final vote, among those who had · f S ' 

voted against the original Lecompton Bill and who now nes o the. new. tate were declar~d to be the 
supported the English scheme, were Gilmer, Am., of N. c., State of Missouri on the east, the v7th parallel 
and the followi'.1g Democrats, viz.: English and Foley, of north latitude on the south, the 4lst parallel 
ofind ; Cockerill,, Cox, Groesbeck, Hall, Lawrence and of north latitude on the north and the 93d 
Pendleton, of Oh10; and Owen Jones, of Pa. Gen. . . . ' . -
Quitman, of Mississippi, and Mr. Bonham, of S. C., fire meridian of longitude west from vVasbmgton 
eat~rs,, voted No, and ~~e fo~lowing members "paii:ed on the west. 'l'he western boundary cuts off 
off, viz.: W~shburn .<"'is.) w.1th A:nol~; 111attes?n w~th the Pike's Peak reO'ion and the desert which 
Reuben Davis; Purviance with D1mm1ck; l\Iornll with . 0 . . 
Faulkner; Horton with Hill; J. c. Kunkel wit.h l\Iiles bounds it on the east, and lnmts the new State 
Taylor; Montgomery with Warren; 'l'hompson wit.h to the habitable eastern portion of the Terri
Stewart (Md.); and Wood with George Taylor. tory, embracing an area of some sixty thousand 

In accordance with t!:iis act of Congress, square miles. 'l'he Executive is to .consist of a 
the people of Kansas went into an election on Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, Attor
the 3d of August, 1858. Notwithstanding the ney-General, and Superintendent of Public 
liberal offers in regard to donations to Kausas Schools, to be chosen by the people, and to 
of public lands, in this bill and the threat that serve for two years. 'fhe House of Represen
if the people did not accept a State Government tatives is to consist of seventy-five members, to 
with the Lecompton Constitution, they should serve one year, and the Senate of twenty-five 
not be permitted to come in as a State with Senators, to serve two years, the numbers to be 
any Constitution, till they should have a full regulated by law, ~ut never ~o exceed one 
population of 93,340, still, the Lecompton Con- hundred Repres.entat1ves, and thirty-three Sena
stitution was again rejected by more than ten tors. 'l'he pay IS to ?e three dollars a. day and 
thousand majority. This may be regarded as fif~e~n cent~ per mile travel. All bills m~st 
the final disposition of this famous Constitution. ong111ate with the House, .and no act can m· 
From first to last it had been the cause or the elude more than one subject. The Supreme 
subject of more s'peeches in Congress than any Court is to consist of three Judges, to ~e 
measure ever brought before that body. chosen by the people, to hold office foe six 

years, one to go out every two years. There 
are to be five District Judges, to be chosen by 
the people of their respective districts, and to 
serve for four years. Each county is to choose 
a Judge of Probate, to serve for two years, 
and each township is to choose Justices of the 
Peace, to serve also for two years. Elections 
are to be by ballot. Every white male adult 
who is a citizen of the United States, or who has 
declared bis intention to become one, having 
been a resident in the State for six months, and 
in the precinct for thirty days, is entitled to vote. 

THE WYANDOT CONSTITUTION. 

The Territorial Legislature passed an act 
(Feb. 11, 1859) to refer the question to the 
people of a new Co1rntitutional Convention, the 
election to be held on the first Tuesday in 
March, 1859. The election was held, and 
resulted in a majority of 3,881 in favor of a 
Convention. This result being ascertained, the 
Governor issued bis proclamation for au elec
tion of delegates. The old party organizations 
were now abandoned, and those of Republicans 
and Democrats substituted, and it was on this 
basis that the canvass for the election of dele
gates proceeded. The Convention was to 
consist of fifty-two delegates. The Democrats 
proclaimed themselves disciples of Mr. Doughs 
and his Territorial Sovereignty doctrine, and 
decidedly opposed to making Kansas a Slave 
State. The Leavenworth district, where, 
through its contractors for army supplies, the 
Government exercised a great influence, ctnd 
which from its population was entitled to ten 
delegates, elected the Democratic ticket, not, 
however, without the aid of fraudulent votes. 
But the Republicans, by their predominance in 
other parts of the Territory, succeeded in 
securing a majority in the Convention of tbirty
five to seventeen. 

The Convention met at ·w yandot on the 5th 
of July, and adjourned on the 27th of the same 
month, after adopting a Constitution by a vote 
of thirty-four to thirteeu, all the DemocratR 
present voting against it and refusing to sign 
it. They had strenuously contended, in the 
Convention, for the annexation to Kansas of 
that part of Nebraska south of the Platte; for 

The State is prohibited from becoming a 
party in carrying on any work of internal im
provement, nor can any debt, to exceed a mil
lion of dollars, be contracted, unless the ques
tion be previously submitted to, and the debt 
authorized by, a popular vote; and in all cases 
a special tax must be levied sufficient to pay the 
interest and provide a sinking fund adequate 
to meet the principal when it becomes due. All 
corporations, banks included, must be estab· 
lished under general laws only, and the corpo
rators made liable to twice the amount of their 
stock. The sale of lottery tickets i8 prohibited. 
The schedule annexed to the Constitution 
claimed of Congress $500,uOO, or in lieu there
of 500,000 acres of land, to meet the claims 
audited to nearly that amount for losses in
curred by citizens of Kansas during the lat.e 
troubles. The Commissioners had declined to 
entertain the claim of the New-England Emi
grant Aid Society, to the amount of $25,000, 
for the destruction of their hotel at Lawrence, 
on the ground that they bad no authority to 
act on any claims except those presented by 
citizens of Kansas, and the Convention de-
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clined to go beyond the report of the Comrnis- \DAVIS, E<.Zmundson, En(!li8h (Indiana), Garnett, Gar-
. trell, GILMER, liamilton; HARDEMAN, John T. Ilarris, 

s1oners. • ~ I IIawkins, HILL, Hindman, Ilouston, Hughes Jack-
.A. grant is asked from Congress of 4,500,000) son, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, JAMES M. LEACH, 

acres of land for internal improvements, also Leake, Love, !11ALLORY, MAYNARD, JJicQ-ueen, lJfcRae, 
the swamp lands of the State to be appropriated lJiiles, lJiillson, LADAN 'I.'. MooRE, Sydenham lJloore, ' EL· 

SON, Noell, Pu(!h. QUARLES, Rea(!an Ruffin, Scott (Cal.), 
as a school fund. Sickles (N. Y.J, Simms, Singleton, Wm. Smith, W. N. H. 

Prefixed to the Constitution is a Bill of Sm1·11, Stallworth, Stevenson, STOKES, Thomas, VAJ\CE, 
Rio-hts which includes a prohibition of Slavery. Whitely, Win:slow, ~Voodson. 

'? ! . . Democrats, m Ital,,,cs, (3 from Free States), . . 55 
Thu; Bill of Rights also provides that no person Americans in SMALL CAPS (all from Sl:.J.ve States) 18 
shall be incompetent to testify on account of ' ' 
his religious belief. Total, . . . . . 73 

By a provision of the schedule, this Constitu- PAmED-D av is (Indiana), with Phelps. 
~ion was submitted to a popular vote on the Sherman with HARRIS, of 111d. 

Wade with Peyton. 
first Tuesday in October, which resulted in its Somes with lffcOlay (N.Y.) 
ratification by the people by a majority of some Van Wyck with Underwood. 
four thousand. The Territorial election in Burroughs with Dejarnette. 
November attracted but little interest from the AnsENT Ul'iPAmEo-Da'1!is (Mis.), Landrum, Martin, 

(Va.), KU1ikel. · 
general expectation of the admission of the 
State under the new Constitution. The Repub· Senate, Feb. 2lst.-Mr. Seward introduced a 
licans, however, succeeded in electing their bill for the admission of Kansas under the 
delegate to Congress and a majority of the Wyandotte Constitution. 
Legislature. On the 5th June, this bill being under con-

'l'he first State Election under this Const.itu- sideration, 
tion was held December 6, 1859, and resulted l\Ir. Wigfall, of Tex., explained his views. He de-

clared he would not vote for the admiss!on of this so
in the election of Charles Robinson (Rep.) as called State, under any circumstances. He objected to 
Governor by 2513 majority •. Martin F. Con- their moral character, and was not willing Texas should 
way (Rep.) for Congress by 2107 majority, and associate with such a State. 
h · R bl" · k f S ffi l\fr. Greene's amendment, to change the boundary 

t e entire epu ican tic et or • tate O cers (taking in Pike's Peak), was discussed by J\lr. Wade, 
by majorities ranging from 2000 to 2,500, also who said the effect of the amendment would be to defeat 
a Legislature which was Republican in both the bill. 
branches by very decided maJ· orities. Mr. Hunter moved to postpone the subject, and take 

up the Army bill. 
Feb. 15-Mr. Grow introduced in the House, Mr. Trumbull opposed t.he motion. Ile should keep 

a bill t.o ~dmit Kansas under the Wyandot Con- the Kansas bill before the Senate till it was finally dis
stitui.ion. Referred to Committee on Territo- posed of. It was more import.ant than the appropri

ation bills, which appeared to be kept back in order to 
ries, which (March 29th) reported (majority) interrupt other important business. 
through Mr. Grow in favor of admission. Mr. Seward hoped the friends of Kansas would let a 

April 11.-Mr. Grow demanded the Previous vote be taken, so that the responsibility might lie where 
it belonged. 

Question on the passage of the Bill, which The vote was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted, 
was seconded, and the main question ordered. Yeas, 32; Nays, 27. It was a strict party vote, except 

Mr. Barksdale, demanded the Yeas and Nays that l\lessrs Pugh (Dem., Ohio) and Latham (Dem., 
-ordered. Cal.) voted with the Republicans not to postpone. Mr. 

Kennedy (S. Am., Md.) voted with the Democrats. 
The question was then taken, and decided in Messrs. Crittenden (S. Am., Ky.), Douglas, Olay, (Dem. 

the affirmative : Yeas, 134; Nays, 73, as follows: Ala.), and Nicholson (Dem., 'l'enn) were absent. :\lessrs. 
Douglas and Olay were paired. 

YEAs--Messrs. Chas. F. Adams, A d r a in' Aldrich, So the motion to postpone, and take up the Army 
Allen, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Ba.rrett, Beale, bill prevailed. 
Bingham, Blair (Pa.), Blake, Drayton, BRIGGS, Buffinton, Mr. 'l.'rumbull called attention to the fact that the 
Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Senator from Pennsylvania (Bigler) desired t0 postpcr.ie 
Carey, Carter, Case, Hor ace F. C 1 ark, Clark B. Coch- the Kansas bill because the Senate was not full. '1.'11e 
rane, John Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, vote showed that sixty votes hat! been cast., with two 
Oovode, O(lfl), Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edger- paired off, showing the fullest vote of the session. 
ton, Edwards, Elliot, Ely, ETHERIDGE, Farnswort.h, Fenton, He said the effect of the vote just taken was equiva
Ferry, .Fto1•ence Foster, Fouke, Frank, Frep.ch, Gooch, Jent to the defeat of the Kansas bill. and the Senator 
Grow, Gurley, I-Tale, Hall, Haskin, llelmick, Hick- from Pennsylvania must have known the effect of his vote. 
man, Hoard, Holman, Howard (Ohio), Humphry, Hutch- l\Ir. Wigfall de>ired to call attention to the fact that 
ins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, the House had once defeated the Army bill, because it 
Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Larrabee, De Witt C. Leach, did not want the army used against the Black Republi
Lee,Lo(!an, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Chas. can thieves and murderers in Kansas. 
D. JJlartin, lJlcOlernand, l\1cKean, McKnight, McPher-
son, Wm. ,1ront(!omery, Moorehead, llforrill, Edward Joy Jitnc 7.-Mr. Wade, of Ohio, moved to take 
?IIorris, Isaac N. JJlorris, Morse, Nibtack, Nixon, Olin, up the Kansas bill, which was lost-as follows: 
Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Jame~ 0. Robin- YEAS-Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Cameron, 
80n, Royce, schwa rt z, Scranton, Sedgwick, Spauld- Chandler, Clark, Oollamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 
ing, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, 'Vm. Stewart, Stout, Strat- Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, H11mlin, lla1 Ian, 
ton, 'l.'appan, Thayer, Theaker, 'l'ompkins, Train, Trimble, King, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, 'l'en Eyck. Trum
Vatlandi(!ham, Vandever, Verree, 'Valdron, 'Valton, bull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson, Repu\Jlicans, 25; Derno-

C. 0 . Washburn, E. B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, WEil· crats, (Bigler and Pugh) 2-27. 
STER, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, WoodruJf. NAYS-?l!essrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brag-g, Bright, 

Brown, Chesnut, Olmgman, Davis. ]<'itch, liitzpatrick, 
Republicans, in Roman, · · · · · · • 103 Greene, ~win, Hammond, J-Iemphill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Democrats (from Free States.), in Italica, • 22 Johnson, (Tenn.) Lane, Latham, J\1allory, Mason, Nichol-
Anti-Lecompton Democrats, Roman spaced, · 6 son, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, Eebastian, Slidell, Thom-
Americans, in SM.I.LL CAPS, • • · • · · • 3 son, 'l.'oombs, Wigfall, Yulee.-32. (All Democrats.] 

Tota.I, . . 134 Mr. Douglas was pllired with Mr. Clay; 
Nus-Messrs. GREEN An,rns, Tho8.L.Ander8on, WM. Crittenden (Arn.), with Johnson, of Ark., Ken-

o. A:1DERSON. Ashmore,Ave1·y Barksdale, Bocock, Bon- nedy and Saulsbury absent. 
ham, BOTELER, Boyce, BRADSON Branch, BRISTOW, Bur- So both Houses adJ"ourned and lrft Kansas 
nett, John B. Olarlc, Clopton, Cobb, James Graig 
Bur·ton 01·cii(le, Crawford, OUIT'ry,Davidson, HENRY w: still in the oondition of a Territory. 



TI-IE NEBRASKA DOCTRINE 
AND 

THE DRED SCOTT DECISION REVIEWED, 

SPEECH OF THE HON . .ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
At Springfield, lll., June 17, 1858. 

[The following speech was delivered at Springfield, Ill., at 
the close of the Republican Stale Convention held at that 
time and place, and by which Convention Mr. Lincoln had 
been named as their candidate for U.S. Senator.] 

l\JR. PRESIDENT, .!ND GENTLEMEN OF THE CONVENTION: 
If we could first know where we are, and whither we 
are tending, we conld better judge what to do, and how 
to do it. We are now far into the fifth year, since a 
policy was initiated with the avowed object, and confi
dent promise, of putting an end to Slavery agitation. 
Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has 
not only not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In 
my opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have 
been reached and passed. "A house divided against 
itself cannot stand." I believe this government cannot 
endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the Union to be dissolved-I do not expect the 
house to fall-but I do expect it will cease to be divided. 
It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either the 
opponents of l'lavery will arrest the further spread of it., 
and place it where the public mind shall rest in the be
lief that it is in the course of ultimate ext.inction; or its 
advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike 
lawful in all the States, old as well as new-North as 
well as South. 

Have we no tendency to the latter condition? 
Let any one who doubts, carefully contemplate that 

now almost complete legal combination-piece of ma
chinery, so to speak-compounded of the Nebraska 
doctrine, and the Dred Scott Decision. Let him con
sider not only what work the machinery is adapted to 
do, and how well adapted; but also, let him study the 
history of its construction, and trace, if he can, or 1 ather 
fail, if he can, to trace the evidence of design, anrl con
cert of action, among its chief architects, from the be
ginning. 

The new year of 1854 found Slavery excluded from 
more than half the States by State Constitutions, and 
from most of the national territory by Congressional 
prohibition. Four days later, commenced the siru~gle 
which ended in repealing that Congressional prohibition. 
This opened all the national territory to Slavery, and 
was the first point gained. 

But, so far, Congress only had acted; and an indorse
ment by the people, real or apparent, was indispen
sable, to save the point already gained, and give chance 
for more. 

'fhis necessity had not been overlooked ; lmt had 
been provided for, as well as might be, in the notable 
argument of "squatter sovereignty,' otherwise called 
"sacred right of self-government," which latter phrase, 
though expressive of the only rightful basis of any gov
ernment, was so perverted in this attempted use of it as 
to amount to just this: That if any o~e man choose to 
enslave another, no third man shall be allowed to 
object. 'l'hat argument was incorporated into the Ne
braska bill itself, in the language which follows: "It 
being the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, nor to ex
clude it therefrom; but to leave the people the,·eof per
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic institu
tions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United S~atcs." Then opened the roar of loose 
declamation irt favor of "Squatter Sovereignty," and 
"sac1 ed right of self-government." "But," said oppo
sition members, "let us amend the bill so as to expressly 
declare tha.t the people of tile Territory may exclude 

Slavery." "Not we," said the friends of the measure· 
and down they voted the amendment. ' 

While the Nebraska bill was passing through Congress 
a law case involving the question of a negro's freedom' 
by reason of his owner having volunta1 ily taken hi~ 
first into a Free State and then into a l'enitory covered 
by the Congressional prohibition, and held him as 
a slav~ for a long ~ime. in each, was passing through 
the Umted States Circmt Court for the District of Mis
souri; and both Nebraska bill and law suit were brou<>ht 
to a decision in the same month of llfay, 1854. 'l'i'he 
negro's name was "Dred Scott,'' which name now desig
nates the decision finally made in the case. Before the 
then next Presidential Election, the law case came to 
and was argued in, the Supreme Court of the United 
States ; but the decision of it was deferred until after 
the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trum
bull, on the floor of the Senate, requested the lea.ding 
advocate of the Nebraska bill to state hi< opini01~ 
whether the people of a Territory can constitutionally 
exclude Slavery from their limits; and the latter an
swers: "'fhat is a question for the Supreme Court." 

The election came. 111r. Buchanan was elected and the 
indorsement, such as it was, secured 'l'hat was th'e second 
point gained. 'l'he indorsement, however, foll short of 
a clear popular majority by nearly four huudred thou
sand votes, and so, perhaps, was not OYcnrhelrningly 
reliable and satisfactory. 'l'he outgoing President,.in 
his last annual message, as impressively as possible 
echoed back upon the people the weight and authority 
of the indorsernent. 'fhe Supreme Court met again· 
did not announce their decision, but ordered a re-argu! 
ment. The Presidential inauguration came, and still no 
decision of the court; but the incoming President in his 
inaugural address, fervently exhorted the people to 
abide by the forthcoming decision, whatever iL might 
be. 'l'hen in a few days, came the decision. 

The reputed authot· of the Nebraslrn bill finds an 
early occasion to make as peech at this capital, indors
ing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denounc
ing all opposition to it. 'l'he new President, too, seizes 
the earlv occasion of the ~illirnan l~tte1· to indorse and 
strongly ·construe that decision. and t,o express his an
tonis!Jment that any different view had ever been enter
tained! 

At length a squabble springs up between the President 
and the author of the Nebraska bill, on the mere ques
tion of fact, whether the Lecompton Constitution was or 
was not, in any just sense, made by the people of Kan
sas; and in that quarrel the latter declares that all he 
wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he cares not 
whether Slavery be voted down or voted i~p. I do not 
understand his declaration that he cares not whet,her 
Slavery be voted down or voted up, to be intended by 
him other than as an apt definition of the policy he 
would impress upon the public minrl - the principle for 
which he declares he has suffered so much, and is ready 
to suffer to the end. And well may he cling to that 
principle. If he has any parental feeling, well may he 
cling to it. '.l'hat principle is the only Eh red left of his 
original Nebraska doctrine. Unde1· the Dred Scott 
decision "sq'fiatter sovereignty" squatted out of ex
istence, tumbled down like temporary scaffolding-like 
the mold at the foundry se1·ved through one blast and 
fell back into loose sand-helped to carry an election, 
and then was kicked to the winds. His late joint strug
r,le with the Republicans, against the Lecompton Con-

12i 
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stitution, involves nothing of the original Nebraska doc-' this merely Territorial law? Why are the pnople of a. 
trine. That struggle was made on a point-the right of j Territory and the people of a State therein lumped to
a people to make their own constitution-upon which he gether, and their relation to the Constitution therein 
ond the Republicans have never differed. I treated as being precisely the same ? While the opinion 

The several points of the Dred Scott decision, in con- of the court, by Chief Justice '.l.'aney, in the Dred Scott 
nection with Senator Douglas's "care not" policy, consti- case, and the separate opinions of all the concurring 
tute the piece of machinery, in its present state of advance- Judges, expressly declare that the Constitution of the 
ment. This was the third point gained. The working United States neither permits Congress nor a 'l'erritorial 
points of that machinery are: Legislature to exclude Slavery from any United St.ates Ter-

Ffrst, That no negro slave, imported as such from Af- ritory, they all omit to declare whether or not the same 
rica, and no descendant of such slave, can ever be a citi- Constitution permits a State, or the people of a State, to 
zen of any State, in the sense of that term as used in the exclude it. Possibly, this is a mere omission; but who 
Constitution of the United States. This point is made in can be quite sure, if McLean or Curtis had sought to get 
order to deprive the negro, in every possible event, of the into the opinion a declaration of unlimited power in tht) 
benefit of that provision of the United States Constitution, people of a State to exclude Slavery from their limits, just 
which declares that" The citizens of each State shall be as Chase and Mace sought to get such declaration, in be
entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the half of the people of a territory, into the Nebraska bill-I 
several States." ask, who can be quite sure that it would not have been Yotet! 

Secondly, That "subject to the Constitution of the Uni- down in the one case as it had been in the other? The 
ted States," neither Congress nor a Territorial Legislature nearest approach to the point of declaring the power of a 
can exclude Slavery from any United States Territory. State over Slavery, is made by Judge Kelson. He ap
This point is made in order that individual men may fill up proacbes it more than once, t<sing the precise idea, and 
the Territories with slaves, without danger of losing them almost the language, too, of the Nebraska act. On one 
as property, and thus to enhance the chances of perma- occasion, his exact language is, "except in cases where 
nency to the institution through all the future. the power is r estrained by the Constitution of the l'Jnited 

Thirdly, That whether the holding a negro in actual States, the law of the State is supreme over the subject of 
slavery in a Free State, makes him free, as against the Slavery within its jurisdiction." In what cases the power 
holder, the United States courts will not decide, but will of the States is so restrained by the United States Consti
leave to be decided by the courts of any Slave State the tution, is left an open question, precisely !s the same 
negro may be forced into by the master. This point is question, as to the restraint on the power of the Territo
made, not to be pressed immediately; but, if acquiesced ries, was left open in the Nebraska act. Put this and that 
in for awhile, and apparently indorsed by the people at an together, and we have another nice little niche, which we 
election, then to sustain the logical conclusion that what may, ere long, see filled with another Supreme Court de
Dred Scott's master might lawfully do with Dred Scott, in cision, declaring that the Constitution of the United States 
the free State of Illinois, every other master may lawfully does not permit a Stctte to exclude Slavery from its limits. 
do with any other one, or one thousand slaves, in Illinois, And tbis may especially be expected if the doctrine of 
or in any other Free State. "care not whether Slavery be voted down or voted up," 

Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in band with it, shall gain upon the public mind sufficiently to give pro
the Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of it, is to educate mise that such a decision can be maintained when made. 
and mold public opinion, at least Northern public opinion, Such a decision is all that Slavery now lacks of being 
not to care whether Slavery is voted down or voted up. alike lawful in all the States. ·welcome, or unwelcome, 
1'his shows exactly where we now are; and partially, also, such decision is probably coming, and will soon be upon 
whither we are tending. us, unless the power of the present political dynasty shall 

It will throw additional light on the latter, to go back, be met and overthrown. We sha!J lie down pleasantly 
and run the mind over the string of historical facts already dreaming that the people of Missouri are on the verge of 
stated. Several things will now appear less dark and mys- making their State free, and we sball awake to the reality 
t erious than they did when they were transpiring. The instead, that the Supreme Court bas made Illinois a Slave 
people were to be left "perfectly free," subject only to the State. To meet and overthrow the power of that dynasty, 
Con;titution. What the Constitution had to do with it, is the work now before all those who would prevent that 
outsiders could not then see. Plainly enough now, it was consummation. This is what we have to do. How can 
an exactly fitted niche, for the Dred Scott decision to after- we best do it? 
ward come in, and declare the perfect freedom of the peo- 'l'here are those who denounce us openly to their own 
pie to be just no freedom at all. Why was the amend- friends, aod yet whisper us softly, that Senator Douglas is 
ment, expressly declaring the right of the people, voted the aptest instrument there is with which to effect that, ob
down? Plainly enough now: the adoption of it would ject. They wish us to i1~fr,r all, from the fact that he now 
have spoiled the niche for the Dred Scott deciBion. Why has a little quarrel with the present head of the dynasty; 
was the court decision held up? Why even a Senator's in- and that he has regularly voted with us on a single point, 
dividual opinion withheld, till after the Presidential elec- upon which he and we have never diffeied. They remind 
tion? Plainly enough now: the speaking out then would us that he is a great man, and that the largest of us are 
have damaged the perfectly free argument upon which the very small ones. Let this be granted. But "a living dog 
election was to be carried. 'Why the outgoing President's is better than a dead lion." Judge Douglas, if not a dead 
felicitation on the indorsment? Why the delay of a re- lion, for this work, is at least a caged and toothless one. 
argument? Why the incoming President's advance exbor- How can he oppose the advances of Slavery? He don't 
tation in favor of the decision? These things look like the care anything about it. His avowed mission is impressing 
cautious patting and petting of a spirited horse prepara- the "public heart" to care nothing about it. A leading 
tory to mounting him, when it is dreaded that he may give Douglas Democrat.ic newspaper thinks Douglas's superior 
the rider a fall. And why the hasty after-indorsement of talent will be needed to resist the revival of the African 
the decision by the President and others? · slave-trade. Does Douglas believe an effort to revive that 

We cannot absolutely know that all these exact adapta- trade is approaching? He has not said so. Does be really 
tions are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot think so ? But if it is, how can he resist it? For years he 
of framed timbers, dilferent portions of which we know has labored to prove it a sacred right of white men to take 
have been gotten out at different times and places, and by negro slaves into the new Territories. Can he possibly 
different workmen-Stephen, Franklin, Roger and James, show that it is less a sacred right to buy them where they 
for instance-and when we see these timbers joined to- can be bought cheapest? And unquestionably they can 
gether, and see they exactly make the frame of <i house or be bought cheaper in Africa than in Virginia. He has 
a mill, all the tenons and mortices exactly fitting, and all done all in his power to reduce the whole question of Sia
the lengths and proportions of the different pieces exactly very to one of a mere right of property; and as such, how 
adapted to their respective places, and not a piece too can he oppose the foreign slave-trade-how can he refuse 
many or too few-not omitting even scaffolding-or, if a that trade in that "property" shall be "perfectly free"
single piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame ex- unless he does it as a protection to the home production? 
actly fitted and prepared yet to bring such piece in-in And as the home producers will probably not ask the pro
sucb a case, we find it impossible not to believe that Ste- tection, he will be wholly without a gro.und of opposition. 
phen and Franklin and Roger and James all understood Senator Douglas holds, we know, that a man may right.
one another from the beginning, and all worked upon a fully he wiser to-day than he was yesterday-that he may 
common plan or draft drawn up before the first blow was rightfully change when he finds himself wrong. But can 
struck. we, for that reason, run ahead, and infer that he will 

It should not be overlooked that, by the Nebraska bill, make any particular change, of which he, himself, has 
the people of a State as well as a 'l'errit~y, were to be given no intimation? Ci•n we safely base our action npon 
left "perfectly free," "subject only to the Constitution." any such vague inference? Now, as ever, I wish not to 
Why mention a State? They were legislating for Territo- misrepresent J urlge Douglas's position, question his 
ries and not for or about States. Certainly the people of motives, or do augl1t that can be personally offensive to 
a st'ate are and ought to be subject to the Constitution of him. Whenever, if ever, he and we can come together on 
the United States; but why is mention of this lugged into principle so that our cause may have assistance from bi3 
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great ability, I hope to have interposed no adventitious 
obstacle. But clearly, he is not now with us-he does not 
prct2nd to be-he does not promise ever to be. 

Our cause, then, must be intrusted to, and conducted 
by, its own undoubted friends- those whose hands a re 
free, whose hearts &re in the work-who do ca-re for t.he 
r esult. Two years ago the Republicans of the nation 
mustered over thirteen hund red thousrtnd strnng. We 
did this under the single impulse o~resistance to a common 
danger, with every external circumstaLce against us. Of 

strange, discordant, and even hostile elements, we 
gathered from the four winds, and formed and fought the 
battle through, under the constant hot fire of a disciplined, 
proud and pampered enemy. Did we brnve all them to 
falter now?-now, .when that same enemy is wavering, 
dissevered and belligerent? The result is not doubtful. 
1".e shall not fail-if we stand firm, we shall not jail. 
W 1se counsels may accelerate, or mistakes delay it but 
sooner or later, the victory is sure to come. ' ' 

SLAVERY DISCUSSED BY LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS . 

• • • 

MR. LINCOLN'S SPEECH . 

.AT the second Joint Debate, between Mr. 
Douglas and Mr. Lincoln, at Freeport, Illinois, 
.August 27th, 1858, Mr. Lincoln spoke as fol
lows: 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: On Saturday last, Judge 
Douglas and myself first met in public discussion. He 
spoke one hour, I an hour and a half, and he replied for 
half and hour. The order is now reversed. I a1n to 
speak an hour, he an hour and a half, and then I am to 
r eply for half an hour. I propose to devote myself during 
the first hour to the scope of what was brought within the 
r ange of bis half-hour speech at Ottawa. Of course there 
was brought within the scope in that half-hour's speech 
something of his own opening speech, In the course of 
that opening argument, Judge Douglas proposed to me 
seven distinct interrogatories. In my speech of an hour 
and a half, I attended to some other parts of his speech, 
and incidentally, as I thought, answered one of the in· 
terrogatories then. I then distinctly intimated to him 
that I would answer the rest of his interrogatories on 
condition only that be should agree to answer as many 
for me. He made no intimation at the time of the propo· 
sition, nor did he in his reply allude at all to that sugges
t ion of mine. I do him no injustice in saying that be 
occupied at least half of his reply in dealing with me as 
t hough I had refused to answer bis intenogatories. I 
now propose that I will answer any of the interrogatories, 
upon condition that he will answer questions from me not 
exceeding the same number. I give him an opport.unity 
to respond. The Judge remains silent. I now say that I 
will answer his interrogatories, whether he answers mine 
or. not; ai;id that after I have done so, I shall propound 
mme to lum. 

I have supposed myself, since the organization of the 
Republican party at Bloomington, in l\lay, 185G, bound as 
a party man by the platforms of the party, then and since. 
lf in any interrogatories which I shall answer I go beyond 
the scope of what is within these platforms, it will be per
ceived that no one is respon ible but myself. 

Having said thus much, I will take up the Judge's in
terrogatories as I find them printed in the Chicago Times, 
and answer them seriatim. In order that there may be 
no mistake about it, I have copied the interrogatories in 
writing, and al;o my answers to them. 'rhe first oftbese 
interrogatories is in these words : 

Question 1. " I desire to know whether Lincoln to-day 
stands, as he did in l~, in favor of the uncouditional repeal of 
the Pugitive Slave law?" 

Answer. I do not now, nor ever did, stand in favor of the 
unconditional repeal of the Fugitive Slave law. 

Q. 2. " I desire him to answer whether he stands pledged 
to-day, as be did in ISM, against the admission of any more 
E'lavo States into the Union, even if the people want them?" 

A. I do not now, or rver did, stand pledged agaiust the ad
mission of any more Slave States into the Union. 

Q. 3. " I want to know whether he stands pledged against 
the admission of a new State into the Union with such a Con
stitution as the people of that State may see fit to make ?" 

A. I do r.ot stand pledged against the admission of a new 
State into the Union, with such a Coustilulion as the people of 
that State may see fit to make. 

Q. 4. " I want to know whether he stands to-day pledged 
to llie abolition of Sla\•ery in the District of Columbia!" 

9 

A. I do not stand to-day pledged to the abolition of Slavery 
in tl!e District of Columbia. 

Q. 5. "I desire him to answer whether he stands pledged 
to the prohibilion of the slave-trade between the difl'erenl 
States?" 

A. I do not stand pledged to the prohibition of the slave· 
trade between the diJferent States. 

. Q: 6. "I desire to know :Whf!ther he stands pledged to pro
hilnt Slavery lil all the Territories of the United States, North 
as well as South of the lllissouri Compromise line?" 

A. I am impliedly, if not expressly, pledged to a belief in 
the f'ight and duty of Congress to prohibit Slavery in all the 
United States Territories. 

Q. 7. "I desire him to answer whether be is opposed to 
the acquisition of any new territory unless Slavery is first pro
hibited therein?" 

A. I am not generally opposed to honest acquisition ofter
ritory; and, in any given case, I would or would not oppose 
such acquisition, accordingly as I might thlnk such acquisition 
would or would not aggravate the 8lavery question among 
ourselves. 

Now, my friends, it will be perceived upon an examina
tion of these questions and answers, that so far I have 
only answered that I was notpled(Jed to this, that or the 
other. '!'he Judge has not framed his interrogatories to 
ask me anything more than this, and I have answered in 
strict accordance with the interrogatories, and have 
answered truly that I am not pled(Jed at all upon any 
of the points to which 1 hnve answered. But I am not 
disposed to hang upon the exact form of his interrogatory. 
I am rather disposed to take up at least some of these 
questions, and state what I really think upon them. 

As to the first one, in regard to the J!'ugitive Slave Law, 
I have never hesitated to say, and I do not now hesitate 
to say, that I think, under the Constitution of the United 
States, the people of the Southern States are entitled to a 
Congressional J<'ugitive Slave Law. Having said that, I 
have had nothing to say in rPgarcl to the existing Fugitive 
Slave Law, further than that l think it should have been 
fram ed so as to be free from some of the objections that 
pertain to it, without lessening its efficiency. And inas
much as we are not now in an agitation in regard to an 
alteration or modification of that law, I would not be the 
man to introduce it as a new subject of agitation upon 
the general question of Slavery. 

I n regard to the other question, of whether I am 
pledged to the admission of any more Slave States into 
tile Union , I state to you very frankly that I would bti 
exceedingly sorry ever to be put in a position of having 
to pass upon that question. I should be exceedingly glad 
to know that there would never be another Slave State 
admitted into the Union; but I must add, that if Slavery 
shall be kept out of the Territories during the territorial 
existence of any one given Territory, and then the 
people shall, having a fair opportunity and a clear field, 
when they come to adopt the Constitution, do such an 
extraordinary thing as adopt a Slave Constitution, unin
fluenced by the actual presence of the institution among 
them, I see no alternative, if we own the country, but 
to admit them into the Union. 

The third interrogatory is answered by the answer to the 
second, it being, as I conceive, the same as the second. 

'.l'he fourth one is in regard to the abolition of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia. In relation to that, I have 
my mind very distinctly made up. I should be exceed-
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ingly glad to see Slavery abolished in the District of believe, that those resolutions were n ever pa•sed in any 
ColumbiR. I believe th;i,t Congress posses;es the consti- Convention held in Springfield. It turns vu t that lhey 
tutional power to abolish it. Yet, as a member of Con - were never passed at any Convention or any pnbhc 
gress, I should not, wHh my present views, be in favor of meeting that I had any part in. I believe it turns out in 
6ndeavol'ing to abolbh Slavery in the District of Co- addition to all tllis, that there was n ot, in the f,tll of F::i-J., 
lumbia, unleos it would be upon these condition,;: ..Fi;·st, any Convent ion holding a session at ~pri11gfielcl c;illin~ 
that the abolition should be grndual. Seoond, that it itself a llepublican Stale Collventi on; yet it i; trne thcr~ 
should be on a vote of the majurity of qualified voters in was a Convention or assemblao-e of 111en calling them
the District; an1l Third, that compensation should be selves a Conventi~n, at Spring

0
field, that did pass Bome 

madd to unwillillg owners. With these three conditions, I I resoluti on s. But so Ii tile did I really kno1V of tile pro
confess I would be exeeedingly glad to see Congress ceedings of that Convention, or what set of resolution; 
abolish Slavery in the Dbtrict of ColullllJia, and, iu the they had passed, thouph having a general knowledge 
language of lltnry Clay, "s1veep from out· Capital that t11ut there had been such an a'sernblage of men there, 
foul lJlot upon our nation:" that when Judge l>ouglas read the res olu1io11~, I really 

In regard to the fifth mterrogatory, I must say here, did not know but they had been the re,olutions pas,ed 
that as to the question of the abolition of the slave-trade then and there. I did not que:.tion that they were the re
between the d1ifere11t States, 1 can truly answer, a.s I solutions adopted. For I could not bring rnyself to sup
have, that I 'l.111 pledged t.o nothing aoout 1t. lt 1s a pose that Judge Douglas could say what he did upon this 
subject to which I l1ave not gtven that m"'ture cons1dera- suoject without knowing that it was true. 1 contentetl 
tion tliat would make me feet. authorized to state a posi- myself, on that occasion, with denying, as I truly could, 
tion so as to hold myself entirely bound by it. In other all connection with them, not denying or affirming 
words, that que:,tion has never been prominently enough whether they were passed at Springtielcl. Now it turn~ 
before me to inuuce roe to investigate whether we rPally out that he had got h"ld of some resolutiom passe1l at 
have the coust<tutional power to do it. I could investigate some Convention or public meeting in Kane County. I 
it if I had sutlicieut time, to bring myself to a conclusion wish to say here, that I don't conceive that in any fair 
upon thilt suiJJ ,-Ct ; but I have not done so, and I say so and just mind this discovery relieves me at all. I had 
frankly to you here, and to Judge Douglas. I must say, just as much to do with the Convention in Kat'e County 
however, t11at if I should .be of opinion that c.ongress as that at Springfield. I am ju;t as much respon,ible for 
does possess the const1.tut1onal power to abolish the the resolutions at Kane Coullty as tho;;e at Springfield, 
slave-trade among the different States, I should still not the amount of the responsibility being exactly nuthing in 
be in favor of the exercise of that power unless upon either case: no more than there would be in regard to a 
some conservative principle as I conceive it, akin to what set of reso lutions passed in the moon. 
I have said in relation to the abolition of Slavery in the I allude to this extraordinary mat' er in this canvass 
District of Columbia. . for some further purpose than anything yet advanced. 

My answer as to whether I desire that Slavery shoul<i Judge Douglas did not make his statement upon that oc
be prohibited in all the Territories of the United States, casion as matters that he believed to be true, but he 
is full and explicit within itself! and cannot be ma~e st<ited them rounrlly as being true, in suc.:h form as to 
clearer by a11y comments of mme. So I suppose m pledge his veracity for their truth . When the whole 
regard lo the question whether I am opposed to the acqui- matter turns out as ft does and when we consider who 
sition of any more territory unless Slavery is fir;t pro- Judge Douglas is-that he i; a distinguished Senator of 
hibited therein, my answer is such that I c.:ould add no- the United States-that he has served nearly twelve 
thing by way of illustration,.or making myself better. under- years as such- that his character is not at all limited as 
stood, than the answer which I have placed 111 wr1t111g. an on!inary Senator of the United Siates, but that his 

Now iu all this, the Judge has me, and he has me on name has become of world-wide renown-it is most ea:
the record. I suppose he had flattered himself that I was traorclinary that he should rn far forget all the sugges
really entertaining one set of op1mo11s !or one place and tions of justice to an adversary, or of prudenc.:e to him
another set lor Hnother place-that I was afraid to say self, as to venture upon the assertion of that which the 
at one place what I uttered at another. What I am say- sli"htest investio-ation would have shown him to be wholly 
ing here I suppose I say to a vast audience as strongly fal~e. I can oi~ly acconut for his having done so upon 
tending to Abolitionism as any. audience in the State of the suppo;iuou that that evil genius which has attended 
Illinois, and I be lie ve I am sayrng that which, if it 1~ould hi11 1 llirougl! his life, giving to him an apparent astonish
be offensive to any persons and rend.er them enemies to i11 g prosperity, such as tn \earl very mauy good men to 
myself, would be 0J'fens1ve to persons in this aud.1ence. doubt there being any advantage in virtue over vice-I 

I now proceed to propou11d to the Judge the rnterroga- say I can only account for it on the suppooition that that 
tories, so far. as I have framed them. l will bring for- evil genius has at last made up its mind to for.<ake him. 
ward a new rnstallment when I get them ready. I will And I may add that another extraordinary feature 
bring them forward now, only reac.:hing to number four. of the Jud,,.e's conduct in this canvass-made more extra-

'£he first one is: ordinary by this inc.:ident-is, that he is in the habit, in 
Question 1. Jf the people of Kansas shall, by means en- almost all the speeches he makes, of charging falsehood 

tirely unobjectionable in all other respe~ts, adopt a l:;tate C~m- upon his adversaries, myself and othero. I no1v ask 
stitutiou a11tl ;,1.,k adn.ussion mto the Umou umler ll, bejore whether he is able to find in anything tliat Juclge •rrum
they haJe the requisite number of inhaoitanls according to the oull, for in~tance, has said, or in anything that I have 
English bili-sollle ninety-three thousaud-will you vote to said, a J·ustification at all comp:tred with what we have, in admit them? 

Q. 2. u,m the people of a. Unilcd Stales Territory, in any this instance, for that sort of vulgarity. 
lawful W;1y, against th.e wish of any ciuzen ot the Un1wd 
States, exc!uue :,,la.very trom ns hm1ts prior to the formation 
of a ~Hate Cons'.ituiion ·~ 

Q. 3. lf the :Supreme Court of the united States shall decide 
that States cannot excluue :Slavery from thetr !nuns, are you 
in favor of acquiescing in, adopting and following such de
cision as a rule of political action? 

Q. 4. Are you in fa1·or of acquiring additional territory, in 
disregard of how such acquisition may affect the nation on the 
Slarnry question? 

As introductory to these interrogatories which Judge 
Douglas propounded to me at Ottawa, he read a set of re
solutions which he said Judge 'frumbull and myself had 
participated in adopting, in the first Republican State 
Convention, held at Spl"ingfield, in October, 1854. He 
insisted that I and Judge 'l'rumbull, and perhaps the 
entire Republican party, were responsible for the doc· 
trines contained in the set of resolutions which he read, 
and I understand that it was from that set of resolutions 
that he deduced the interrogatories which he propounded 
to me using these resolutions as a sort of authori1y for 
propo~nding those questions to me. Now I say here to· 
day that I do not answer his interrogatories b t cause of 
their springing at all from that set of resolutions which he 
read. I answered them because Judge Douglas thought 
fit to ask them. I do not now, nor never dill, recognize 
any responsibility upon myself in that set of resolutions. 
When I replied to him on that occasion, 1 assured him 
that I never had anything to do with them. I repeat 
here to-day, th1~t I never, in any possible form, had any
thing to do with that set of resolutions. It turns out, I 

MR. DOUGLAS' REPLY. 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: I am glad that at last I have 

brougilt !\fr. Lincoln to the conclusion that he had better 
define his position o0 certain political questions to which I 
called his attention at Ottawa. He there showed no dispo
sition, no inclination, to answer them. I did not present 
idle questions for him to answer merely for my gratifica
tion. I laid the foundation for those interrogatories by 
showing that they constituted the platform of the party 
whose nominee he is for the Senate. I did not presumfl 
that I had the right to catechise him as I saw proper, unless 
I showed that his party, or a majority of"it, stood upon the 
platform and were in favor of the propositions upon which 
my questions were based. I desired simply to know, 
inasmuch as he had been nominated as the first, last, and 
only choice of his party, whether he concurred in the 
platform which that party had adopted for its govern· 
ment. In a few moments I will proceed to review the 
answers which he has given to these interrogatories; but 
in order to relieve bis anxiety I will 5.rst respond to these 
which he has presented to me. l\Iark you, he bas not pre
sented interrogatories which have ever received the sanc
tion of the party with which I am acting, and hence he 
has no other foundation for them than his own curiosity. 

~'irst, he desires t.o know if the people of Kansas shall 
form a Constitution by means entirely proper and unob-
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jectionable and ask admission into the Union as a State, 
before they have the requisite population for a member 
of Congress, whether I will vote for that admission. Well 
now, I regret exceedingly that he did not answer that 
interrogatory himself before he put it to me, in order 
that we might understand, and not be left to infer on 
which side he is. l\Ir. 'l'rumbull, during the last session of 
Congress, voted from the beginning to the end against the 
admission of Oregon, although a free SLate, because she 
had not the requisite population for a member of Con
gress. l\Ir. Trumbull would not consent, under any cir
cumstances, to Jet a State, free or slave, come into the 
Union until it had the requisite population. As l\Ir. 
•rrumbu\l is in the field, fighting for l\Ir. Lincoln, I would 
like to have '.\Ir. Lincoln answer his own question and tell 
me whether he is fighting 'l'rumbull on that issue or not. 
Ilut I will answer l1is question. In reference to I(ansas, 
it is my opinion, that as she has population enough to 
constitute a slave State, she has people enough for a Pree 
State. I will not make Kr.nsas an exceptionable case to 
the other States of the Union. I hold it to be a sound 
rul.; of universal application to require a TerTitory to 
contain the requisite population for a member of Con
gress, before it is admitted as a State into the Union. I 
made that proposition in the Senate in 1856, and I renew
ed it dur:ng the last session, in a bill providing that no 
Territory of the United States should form a Constitution 
and apply for admission until it had the requisite popu
lat.ion. On another occasion I proposed that neither 
Kansas, or any other Territory, should be admitted until 
it had the requisite population. Congress did not adopt 
a.ny of my propositions containing this general rule, but 
did make an exception of Kansas. I will stand by tbat 
exception. Either Kansas must come in as a Pree State, 
with whatever population Ehe may have, or the rule must 
be applied to all the other territories alike. I therefore 
answer at once, that it having been decided that Kanrns 
has people enough for a Slave State, I hold that she has 
enough for a :Free State. I hope lift'. Lincoln is satisfied 
with my answer; and now I would like to get his answer 
to his own interrogatory-whether or not he will vote to 
admit Kansas before she has the requisite population. 
I want to know whether he will vote to admit Oregon 
before that Territory has the requisite population. Mr. 
'l'rurnhull will not, and the same reason that commits l\Ir. 
Trumbull against the admission of Oregon, commits him 
against l\ansas, even if she should apply for admission 
as a l!'ree State. If there is any sincerity, any truth, in 
the argument of l\Ir. 'l'rumbull in the Senate, agaiust the 
admission of Oregon bec:iuse she had not 93,4~0 people, 
although her population was larger than that of li:ansas, 
he stands pledged against the admission of both Oregon 
and Kansas until they have 93,420 inhabitants. I would 
like Mr. Lincoln to answer this question. I would like 
him to talrn his own medicine. If he differs with l\Ir. 
Trumbull let him answer his argument against the admis
sion of Oregon, instead of poking questions at me. 

'rhe next question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, 
can the people of the 'l'erritory in any lawful way, against 
the wishes of any citizen of the United States, exclude 
Slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State 
constitution? I answer emphatically, as Mr. Lincoln has 
heard me answer a hundred times from every stump in 
Illinois, that in my opinion the people of a Territory can, 
by lawful means, exclude Slavery from their limits prior 
to the form:i,tion of a State constitution. J\fr. Lincoln knew 
that I had answered that question ovPr and o\·cr again. 
He heard me argue the Nebraska bili u<1 that principle all 
over the State in 1854, in 1855, and in 1856; and be has no 
excuse for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on 
that question. It matters not what way the Supreme 
Court may hereafter decide as to the P.bstract question 
whether Slavery may or may not go into a Territory un
der the Constitution ; the people have the lawful means to 
introduce it or exclude it as they please, for the reason 
that Slavery cannot exist a clay or an hour anywhere, 
unless it is supported by local poilce regul:itions. 'rhose 
police regulations can only be established by the local 
legislature; and if the people are opposed to Slavery they 
will elect representatives to that body who will by un
friendly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of 
it into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for it, 
their legislation will fa,vor its extension. Hence, no mat
ter what the decision of the Supreme Court may be on 
that abstract question, still the right of the people to make 
a slave 'J'enitorv or a free Territory is perfect and com
plete under the Nebraska bill. I hope l\Ir. Lincoln deems 
my answer satisfactory on that point. 

In this connection, I will notice the charge which be has 
introtlucecl in relation to l\Ir. Chase's amendment. I 
thou"ht that I lmd chased that amendment out of J\fr. 
Linc~ln's brain at Ottawa; but it seems that still haunts 
his imagination, and Ile is not yet satisfied. I h11,d sup-

posed that he would be ashamed to press that qurntion 
further. He is a lawyer, and has been a member of Con
gress, and has occupied his time and amused you by tell
ing you about parliamentary proceeding. He ought to 
have known better than to try to palm off his miserable 
impositions upon this intelligent audience. The Nebraska 
bill provided that the legislative power and authority of 
the said Territory should extend to all rightful subjects of 
legislation, consistent with the organic act and the Consti
tution of the United States. It did not make any exception 
as to Slavery, but gave all the power that it was possible 
for Congress to give, without violating the Constitution, to 
the Territorial Legislature, with no exception or limitation 
on the subject of Slavery at all. The language of that bill 
which I have quoted, gtwe the full power and the full au
thority over the subject of Slavery, aflirmatively and ne
gatively, to introduce it or exclude it, so far as the Constitu
tion of the United States would permit. What more could 
l\fr. Chase give by his amendment? K othing. IJ e orrered 
his amendment for the identical purpose for wliich Mr. 
Lincoln is using it, to enable demagogues in the country 
to try and deceive the people. 

His amendment was to this effect. It provided that the 
Legislature should have the power to exclude Slayery: 
and General Cass suggested, "wby not give the power to 
introduce as well as exclude?" 'l'he answer was, they have 
the power already in the bill to do both. Chase was afraid 
his amendment would be adopted if he put the alternative 
proposition and so make it fair both ways, but would not 
yield. He offered it for the purpose of having it rejected. 
He offered it, as he has himself avowed over and over 
again, simply to make capital out of it for the stump. He 
expected that it would be capital for small politicans in the 
country, and that tbey would make an effort to deceive tbe 
people with it; and he was not mistaken, for Lincoln is 
carrying out the plan admirably. Lincoln knows that the 
Nebraska bill, without Chase's amendment, gave all the 
power which the Constitution would permit. Could Con
gress confer any more? Could Congress go beyond the 
Constitution of the country? '\Te gave all a full grant 
with no exception in regard to Slavery one way or the 
other. We left that que~tion, as we left all others, to be de
cided by the people for themselves, just as they pleased. 
I will not occupy my time on this question. I have argued 
it before all oYer Illinois. I have argued it in this heauti
ful city of Freeport; I have argued it in the North, the 
South the East, and the '\Yest, avowing the same senti
ment; and the same principles. I have not been afraid to 
avow my sentiments up here for fear I would be trotted 
down into Egypt .. 

'l'he third question which l\fr. Lincoln p1·esented is, if the 
Supreme Court of the llnited States shall decide that a State 
of this Union cannot exclude Slavery from its own limits, 
wi.11 I submit to it? I :un amazed that Lincoln should ask 
such a question. ("A school-boy knows better.") Yes, a 
school-boy does know better.) l\Ir. Lincoln's object is to 
cast an imputation upon the Supreme Court. He knows 
that there never was hut one man in America, claiming 
any degree of intelligence or decency, who ever for a mo
ment pretended such a thing. It is true that the Wash
ington Union, in an art.icle published on the 17th of last 
December did put forth that doctrine, and I denounced 
the article' on the floor of the Senate, in a speech which 
lllr. Lincoln now pretends was against the President. 
The Union had claimed that Slavery had a right to go in
to the free States, and that any provi5ion in the Constitu
tion or laws of the Free States to the contrary \Yere null 
and Yoid. I denounced it in the Senate. as I said before, 
and I was the first man who did. Lincoln's friends, Trum
bull, and Seward, and Hale, and Wilson, and the whole 
Illack Republican side of the Senate, were silent. They left 
it to me to denounce it. And what was the reply made to 
me on that occasion? Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, got up and 
undertook to lecture me on the ground that I ought not to 
have deemed the article worthy of notice, and ought not 
to have replied to it; that there was not one man, wo
man, or child south of the Potomac, in any Sla.ve State, 
who did not repudiate any such pretension. l\lr. Lincoln 
knows that that reply was made on the spot, and ~·et no1v 
be asks this question. Ile might as well ask m.e, S;.ippose 
Mr. Lincoln should steal a horse, would I sanct10n 1t; and 
it would be as genteel in me to ask h_im, 0 the event he 
stole a horse, what ought to be done with !um. He_ c:1sts 
an imputation upon the Supreme C?urt of the t:m.ted 
States by supposino- that they would v10late the Constitu
tion of t.he United "states. 1· tell hin1 that such a thing is 
not possible. It would be an act of moral treason ti.tat no 
man on on the bench could ever descend to. llfr. Lmcoln 
himself would never, in his partisan feelings, so far forget 
what w~s right as to be guilty of such an act. 

'!.'he fourth question of Mr. Lincoln is, are you in favor 
of acquiring additional territory, in disregard as to how 
such acquisition may affect the Union on the li!hi.very 
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question? This question is very ingeniously and cun- n:ust burst and be rent asunder, or the child must dia. 
ningly put. So it would be with this great nation. With our natural 

'!'Ile Black Republican creed lays it down expressly, inr,rease, growing with a rapidity unknown in any other 
that under no circumstances shall we acquire any more part of the globe, with the tide of emigration that is flee
territory unl ess Slavery is first prohibited in the country. ing from despotism in the old world to seek refuge in 
I ask Mr. Lincoln wheth~: i.e is in favor of that proposi- our own, there is a constant torrent pouring into this 
tion. Are you (addressing l\Ir. Lincoln) opposed to the country that requires more land, more territory upon 
acquisition of any more territory, under any circum- which to settle, and just as fast as our interests and our 
stances, unless Slavery is prohibited in it? 'l'hat be does destiny require additional territory m the North, in the 
not like to answer. When I ask him whether he stands South, or on the Islands of the ocean, 1 am for it, and 
up to that article in the platform of his party, he turns, 'when we acquire it, will leave the people, according to 
Yankee-fashion, and without answering it,, asks me the Nebraska bill, free to do as they please on the sub
wh ether I am in favor of acquiring tenitory without re- ject of Slavery and every other question. 
gard to how it may aJiect the Union on the Slavery ques- I trust now that Mr. Lincoln will deem himself an
t\on. I answer t.hat whenever it becomes necessary, in swered on his four points. He racked his brain so much 
our growth and progress, to acquire more territory, that in devising these four questions that he exhausted bim
I am in favor of it, without reference to the question of self, and had not strength enough to invent the others. 
Slavery, and when we have acquired it, I will leave the As soon as he is able to hold a council with bis advisers, 
people free to do as they please, either to make it slave Lovejoy, Farnsworth, and Fred Douglass, be will fra.me 
or free territory, as they prefer. It is idle to tell me or and propound others. ("Good, good.") You Black 
you that we have territory enough. Our fathers sup- Republicans who say good, I have no doubt think that 
poseu that we had enough when our territory extended they are all good men. I !Jave reason to recollect th&t 
t.o the Mississippi River, but a few years' growth and ex- I some people in this country think that Fred Douglass is 
pansion satisfied them that we neeued more, and the a very goou man. The last time I came here to make a 
Louisiana territory, from the west branch of the lliissis- speech, while talking from the stand to you, people of 
sippi to the British possessions, was acquired. 'l'hen we Freeport, as I am doing to-drty, I saw a carriage, and a 
acquil'eu Oregon, then California and New l\Iexico. \Ye magnificent one it was, drive up and take a position on 
have enough now for the present, but this is a young the outside of the crowd; a beautiful ) oung lady was 
and a growing nation. It swarms as often as a hive of sitting on the box-seat, whilst Fred Douglass and her 
bees, and as new swarms are turned out e11ch year, there mother reclined inside, and the owner of the carriage 
must be hives in which they can gather and make their acted as driver. I saw this in your own town. ("What 
honey. In less than fifteen years, if the same progress of it?") All I have to say of it is this, that if you, Black 
that has distinguished this country for the last fifteen Republican«, think that the negro ought to be on a social 
years continues, every foot of vacant land between this equalit.y with your wives and daughters, and ride in a 
and the Pacific Ocean, owned by the United States, will I carriage with your wife, whilst you drive the team, you 
be occupied. Will you not continue to increase 11t the have perfect right to do so. I am told that one of l!'red 
end of fifteen years as well as now? I tell you, increase, I Douglass's kinsmen, another rich black negro, is uow 
and mnltiply, and expand, is the law of this nation's ex- traveling in this part of the State making speeches for 
istence. You eannot limit this great Republic by mere I bis friend Lincoln as the champion of black men. 
boundary lines, saying, "thus far shalt thou go, and no I ("What have you to say against it?") All I have to say 
further." Any one of you gentlemen might as well say on that subject is, that those of you who believe that the 
to a son twelve years old that he is big enough, and I negro is your equal and ought to be on au equality with 
must not grow any larger, and in order to prevent. his you socially, politically, and legally, have a right to en
growt? put a hoop around him to keep ~~m to hiR pre-

1 
tcrtain those opinions, and of course will vote for Mr. 

ucnt SJ.Ze, What would be the result? Enher the !Joop 
1 

Lincoln. 

POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY IN THE TERRITORIES. 
BY STEPIIEN A. DOUGLAS. 

From Harper's Magazine, 1859. 

UNDER our complex system of government it is the first 
dut,y of American statesmen to mark distinctly the divi
ding line between Federal and Local Authority. To do 
this with accuracy involves an inquiry, not only into the 
powers and duties of the I!'ederal Government under the 
Constitution, but also into the rights, privileges, and im
munlties of the people of the 'l'erritories, as well as of 
the States composing the Union. 'rhe relative powers 
and functions of the l!' ederal and State governments have 
become well understood and clearly defined by their 
practical operation and harmonious action for a long 
scrie~ of years; while the disputed question-involving 
the nght of the people of the Territories to govern them· 
selves in respect to their local affairs and internal polity
remains a fruitful source of partisan strife and sectional 
controversy. 'l'he political organization which was formed 
in 18541 and bas assnmeu the name of the Republican 
Party, is based on the theory that African Slavery, as it 
exists in this country, is an evil of such magnitude
social, moral, and political-as to justify and require the 
exertion of the entire power and influence of the Fede
ral Government to the full extent that the Constitution, 
according to their interpretation, will permit for its ulti
mate extinction. In the platform of principles adopted 
at Philadelphia by the Republican National Convention 
iu 1856, it is affirmed : 

"That tlie Constitution confers upon Congress sovereign 
power over the Tc!'l'itories of the United States for their gov
ernment, and that in the exercise or this power il is both the 
right and llie duly of Congress to prohibit in the 'l'errltories 
those twin relics of barbari8m, polygamy and Slavery." 

According to the theory of the Republican party there 
is au !rrepressibie conflict between Freedom aud Slavery, 

free labor and slave labor, Free States and Slave States, 
which is irreconcilable, and must continue to rage with 
increasing fury until the one shall become universal by 
the annihilation of the other. In the language of the most 
eminent and authoritative expounder of their political 
faith, 

"It is an irrepressible conflict between opposing and endur
ing forces; and it means lhat the United States must and will, 
sooner or later, become either entirely a slave holding nation 
or entirely a free-labor nation. Either the collon and rice 
fields of South Carolina, and the sugar plantaLions of Louisiana 
will ullimately be tilled by free labor, and Charleston and 
New-Orleans become marls for legitimate merchandise alone, 
or else the rye fields and wheat fields of Massachusetts and 
New-York must again be surrendered by llieir farmers to 
slave culture and to the production of slaves, and lloston and 
New-York become once moN markets for trade in the bodies 
and souls of men." 

In the Illinois canvass of 1858 the same proposition 
was advocated and defended by the distinguished Repub
lican standard-bearer in these words: 

"In my opinion It (the Slavery agitation) will not cease until 
a crisis shall have been reached and passed. 'A House divided 
against itself cannot stand.' I believe this government can
not endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the Honse to fall, but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. It will become all one thing or all the other. Either 
the opponents of Slavery will arrest the further spread of it, 
and place It where the public mind shall rest in the belief Ula' 
it is in the course of ultimate extinction, or its adYocates will 
push forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the States 
--0ld as well as new, North as well as South." 

Thus it will be seen, that under the auspices of a po
litical party, which claims sovereignty in Congress over 
the subject of Slavery, ther'3 can be no peace on the 
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Slavery question-no truce in the sectional strife-no fra
ternity between the North and Soutb, so long as this Union 
remains as our fathers made it-divided into free and 
slave States, with the right on the part of each to retain 
Slavery so long as it chooses, and to abolish it whenever 
it pleases. 

the creator; and that Congress, not possessing the power 
to legio;late in respect to African Slavery in the Territories, 
cannot delegate to a Territorial Legislature any power 
which it do.es not itself possess." 

'l'Iiis proposition is as plausible as it is fallacious. Dut 
the reverse of it b true as a general rule. Congress can
not delegate to a Territori1otl Legislature, or to any other 
\Jody of men whatsoever, any power which the Constitu
tion has vested in Congress. In other words : Every 
JJouer confen·ecl on Con(J1'ess uy the C01u,tit1dion. 
?riust be ca:ercised by Con(Jr'ess in the mode pi·escribcd 
in the Con.~titution. 

On the other band, it would be uncandid to deny that, 
while the Democratic party is a unit in its irreconcilable 
opposition to the doctrines and principles of the Hepub
Jican party, there are radical dilierences of opinion in 
respect to the powers and duties of Congress, and the 
rights and immunities of the people of the Tet ritories 
under the Federal Constitution, which seriously d:sturb 
its harmony and threaten its integrity. 'l'hese dilieren
ces of opinion arise from the different interpretations 
placed on the Constitution by persons who belong to one 
of the following classes: 

Let us test the correctness of this proposition by refer
ence to the powers of Congress as defined in the Constitu
tion: 

.First.-'l'hose who believe that the Constitution of the 
United States neither establishes nor prohibits Slavery in 
the States or 'l'erritories beyond the pow~r of the people 
legally to control it, but ''leaves the people thereof per
fec•.ly free t,o form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the 
United States." 

Seeoncl.-Those who believe that the Constitution es
tablishes Slavery in the Territories, and withholds from 
Congress and the Territorial Legislature the power to 
control it; and who insist that, in the event the Territo
rial Legislature fails to enact the requisite laws for its 
protection, it becomes the imperative duty of Congress 
to interpose its authority and furnish such protection. 

Third.-'l'hose who, while professing to believe that 
the Constitution establishes Slavery in the Territories be
yond the power of Congress or the Territorial Legisla
ture to control it, aL the same time protest 1otgainst the 
duty of Congress to interfere for its protection; but 
insist that it is the duty of the Judiciary to prntect and 
maintain slavery in the Territories without any law upon 
the subject .. 

By a careful examinat ion of the second and third pro
positions, it will be seen that the advocates of each agree 
on the theoretical question, that the Constitution estab
lishes Slavery in the 'l'erritories, and compels them to 
have it whether they want it or not; an d differ on the 
practical point, whether a right secured by the Conotitu
tion shall be prntectecl by an act of Congress when all 
other remedies fail. 'l'he reason assigned for not pro
tecting by law a right secured by the Constitution is, that 
it is the duty of the Courts to protect Slavery in the Ter
ritories without any legislation upon the subject. How 
the Courts are to afford protection to sl.i ves or any other 
property, where there is no )aw providing remedies and 
imposing penalties and conferring jurisdiction upon the 
courts to hear and determine the cases as they arise, re
mains to be explained. 

The acts of Congress, establishing the several Territo
ries or the United Stn,tes, provide that: "The jurisdiction 
of the several Courts herein provided for, both appellate 
and original, and that of the Probate Courts and Justices 
of Lhe Peace ~hall be limited by law"-meaning such laws 
aR the Territorial Legislatures shall from time to time 
enact. It will be seen that the judicia l tri\Junals of the 
Territories lnl\-e just such jurisdiction, and only such, in 
re.>pect to the rights of persons and property pertaining 
to the citizen> of the 'l'enitory as the Territorial Legisla
ture shall Eee fit to confer; and consequently, thaL the 
Courts c:<n aliord protection to persons and property no 
further than the Leg-i.8lature sh,tll, by law, confer tlie 
jurisdiction, and prescribe the remedies, penalties, and 
modes of proceeding. 

It is ditticult to conceive how any person who believes 
that the Constitution confers the right of protection in 
the enjoymeatofshtve propert.y in the Territories, regard
less of the wishes of tl1e people and of the action of the 
Territorial J,egislature, can satisfy his conscience and 
his oath of fidelity to the Constitution in withholding such 
Congressional legislation as may be essential to tlie en
joyment of such right under the Constitution. Under 
this view of the subject it is impossible to resist the con
clusion that, if the Constitution does establi;;h Slavery in 
the Territo ries, beyond the power of the people to con 
trol it by law, it is the imperative duty of Congress to 
supply all the legislation necessary to its protection; and 
if this proposition is not true, it necessarily results that 
the Constitution neither establishes nor prohibits Slavel"y 
anywhere, but leaves the people of each State and 'l'erri
tory entirely free to form and regulate their domestic 
affairs to suit themselves, without the intervention o! 
Congress or any other power whatsoever, 

But it is urged with great plausibility by those who have 
entire faith in the soundness of the proposition, that "it 
Territory i>< the mere cre;iture of Congre~s; that the crea
ture cannot be clothed with any power~ not possessed by 

"The Congress shall have power-
" 1'o lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises," 

btc.; 
"To borrow money on the credit of lhe United States ;" 
''To regula.te con1merce and foreign na!ion.s," etc. ; 
"'l'o esiablish a uniform rule of nalurahza.t10n," etc. ; 
"'l'o coin n1ouey, and regulate the value thereof;" 
" To establish post-offices and post-roads ;" 
"To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;" 
"'l'o declare war," etc. ; 
"To provide and n1ainlain a nav·y." 

This list might be extended so as to embrace all the 
power conferred on Congress by the Constitution ; Jrnt 
enough has been cited to test the principle. ·wm it be 
contended that Congress can delegate any one of these 
powers to a 'l'erritorial Legislature, or to any tribunal 
whatever? Can Congress delegate to Kansas the power 
to" regulate commerce," or to Nebraska the power" to 
establish uniform rules of naturalization," or to Illinois the 
power' · to coin money and regulate the Yalue thereof," 
or to Yirginia the power " to establish post-offices and 
post-roads!'" 

'l'he mere statement of the question carries with it the 
emphatic answer, that Congress cannot delegate any 
power which it does not possess; but that every power con
ferred on Congress by the Constitution must be exercised 
by Cono-ress in the manner prescribed in that instrument. 

On the other hand, there are cases in which Congress 
may establish tribunals and local governments, and invest 
them with powers which Congress does not possess, and 
cannot exercise under the Constitution. For instance, 
Cornrress may establish courts inferior to tbe Supreme 
Cou~t and confer upon them the power to hear and dc:
termi~e caseR and render judgments affecting the life, 
liberty and p

1
ropcrty of the citizen, without itself having 

the po
1
wer to hear and determine such causes, render 

judgments, or revise or annul the same. In like n~an?er 
Conaress may institute governments for the Terr1tones, 
com]iosed of an executive, judicial, and legislative depart
ment · and may confer upon the Governor all the execu
tive p~wers and functions of the Territory, without having 
the right to exercise any one of those powers or functions 
itself. 

ConQTess mn,y confer upon the judicial department all 
the judicial powers and functions of the 'l'erritory, without 
having the right to heo:r and determine a ca_u~e, or render 
a judgment, or to rense or annul any dec1s10n made by 
the courts so established by Coni;ress. Congress may also 
confer upon the legislative depa;tment of. the Territ?ry 
certain legislative powers which 1t can not 1.tself exerc1.%, 
and only such as Cong-re s cannot exercise under the 
Constitution. The powers whkh Congress may thus co-n
fer, but cannot e:z:erGi8e, ar~ such as rela~e to the do
mestic aliairs and mternal poltty of the Territory, ancl do 
not affect the general welfare of the Republic. 

This dividing line b~tween lrederal and L~cal. authorit_y 
was familiar to the framers of the Const1tut10n. 1t JB 

clearly defined and distinctly marked on every page of his
tory which records the great events of that immortal 
struggle between the American Colonies and the British 
Government, which resulted in the establishment of our 
national indepen( ence. I n the beginning of that strug
gle the Colonies neither contemplated nor desired inde
pendence. In all their addresses to the Cr?w.n, and to the 
Parliament, and to the people of Great Br1tarn, as we!l. as 
to the people of America, they aYerre? th?-t as loyal B_ntJSh 
su\Jjects they deplorecl the causes wluch llllpelled their se
paration from the parent country. Th~y :vere ~ti:ongly 
and affectionately attached to the Conslitut10n, Cl vii. and 
political institutions anti jurisprud~nce, of Great nnt'.11n, 
which they proudly claimed a~ the b1rthi:1ght ?f all English
men· and desired to tran~m1L them ummpa1red as a pre
cious' legacy to their po~terity . i:or a_ long serie~ o.f y~ars 
they remonstrated agam•t the nola!ion of .t~e1r rnalien
able ri<>hts of self-gon•rnmcnt under the Dr1t1Sh Conshtu
tion, a~d humlJly petitioned fo1· the r edress of their griev
ances. 

They acknowleclge1l an'! affirmed their allegi.ance to 
the Crown, their affection for the people, and their devo-
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tion to the Constitution of Great Britain; and their only 
complaint was that they were not permitted to enjoy the 
rights and privileges of self-government, in the manage
ment of their internal affairs and domestic concerns, in ac
cordance with the guaranties of that Constitution and of the 
colonial charters granted by the Crown in pursuance of it. 
'l'hey conceded the right of the Imperial Government to 
make all laws and perform fLll act.s concerning the Colo
nies, which were in their nature Imperial and not Colo
nial--which affected the general welfare of the Empire, 
and did not interfere with the "internal polity" of the 
Colonies. They recognized the right of the Imperial Go
vernment to declare war and make peace; to coin money 
and determine its value; to make treaties and conduct in
tercourse with foreign nations; to regulate commerce be
tween the several colonies, and between each colony and 
the parent country, and with foreign countries; and in 
general they recognized the right of the Imperial Govern
ment of Great Britain to exercise all the powers and au
thority which, under our Federal Constitution, are dele
gated by the people of the several States to the Govern
ment of the United States. 

Recognizing and conceding to the Imperial Government 
all these powers, including the right to institute (JOVern
mentE for the colonie.>, by granting charters under which 
the inhabitants resirling within tbe limits of any specified 
territory might be organized into a political community, 
with a government consisting of its appropriate depart
ments, executive, legislative, and judicial; conceding all 
these powers, the Colonies emphatically denied that the 
Imperial Gonrnment had any rightful authority to impose 
taxes upon them without their consent, or to interfere 
with their internal polit.y; claiming that it was the birth
right of all Englishmen-inalienable when formed into a 
political communit.y-to exercise and enjoy all the rights, 
privileges, and immunities of self-government in respect to 
all matters and things which were local and not general 
-internal and not external-colonial and not imperial
as fully as if they were inhabitants of England, with a fair 
representation in Parliament. 

Thus it appears that our fathers of the Revolution were 
contending, not for independence in the first instance, but 
for the inestimable right of local self-government under 
the British Constitution; the right of every distinct political 
community - dependent colonies, territories, provinces, 
as well as sovereign States-to make their own local laws, 
form their own domestic institutions, and manage their 
own internal affairs in their own way, sub§ect only to the 
Constitution of Great Britain as the paramount law of the 
empire. 

The government of Great Britain had violated this ina
lienable right of local self-government by a long series of 
acts on a great variety of subjects. The first serious point 
of controversy arose on the Slavery question as .early as 
1699, which continued a fruitful source of irritation until 
the Revolution, and formed one of the causes for the sepa
ration of the Colonies from the British crown. 

For more than forty years the provincial legislature of 
Virginia had passed laws for the protection and encourage
ment of African Slavery within her limits. This policy 
was steadily pursued until the white inhabitants of Virgi
nia became alarmed for their own safety, in Yiew of the 
numerous and formidable tribes of Indian savages which 
surrounded and threatened the feeble white settlements, 
while ship-loads of African savages were being daily landed 
in their midst. In order to check and restrain a policy 
which seemed to threaten the very existence of tbe colony, 
the provincial legislature enacted a law imposing a tax 
upon every slave who should lJe brought into Yirginia. 
The British merchants, who were engaged in the African 
slave-trade, regarding this legisl(ltion as injurious to their 
interests and in violation of their rights, petitioned the 
King of England and his majesty's ministers to annul the 
obnoxious law, and protect them in their right to carry 
their slaves into Virginia and all other British colonies 
which were the common property of the empire - ac
quired by the common blood and common treasure-and 
from which a few adventmers, who had settled on the im
perial domain by his majesty's sufferance, had no right to 
exclude them, or discriminate against their property by a 
mere provincial enactment. Upon a full consideration of 
the subject the king graciously granted the prayer of the 
petitioners~ and accordingly issued peremptory orders to 
the royal g~vernor of Virginia, and to the governors of all 
the other British colonies in America, forbidding them to 
sign or approve any colonial or provincial enactment inju
rious to the African slave-trade, unless such enactment 
should contain a clause suspending its operation until his 
majesty's pleasure should be miide known in the premises. 

Judge Tucker, in his Appendb: to Blackstone, refers to 
thirty-one acts of the provincial legialature of Virginia, 
passed at various periods from 1662 to 1772, upon the sub
ject of African Slavery, showing conclusively th.at Yirginia 

always considered this as one of the questions affecting 
her "internal polity," over which she, in common with 
the other colonies, claimed "the right of exclusive legisla
tion in their provincial legislatures" within their respec
tive limits. Some of these acts, particularly those which 
were enacted prior to the year 1699, were evidently in
tended to foster and encomage, as well as to regulate and 
control, African Slavery, as one of the domestic institutions 
of the colony. The act of 1699, and most of tbe enact
ments subsequent to that date, were as obYiously designed 
to restrain and check the growth of the institution, with 
the view of confining it within the limit of the uctual neces
sities of the community, or its ultimate extinction, as 
might be deemed most conducive to the public interests, 
by a system of unfriendly legislation, such as imposing a 
tax on all slaves introduced into the colony, which was 
increased and renewed from time to time, as occasion re
quired, until the period of the Revolution. lllany of these 
acts never took effect, in conseo.uence of the king with
holding bis assent, even after the governor had approved 
the enactment, it! cases where it contained a clause sus
pending its operation until his majesty's pleasure should 
be made known in the premises. 

In 1772, the provincial legislature of Virginia, after lm
posing another tax of five per cent. on all slaves imported 
into the colony, petitioned the king to remove all those 
restraints which inhibited his majesty's governors assent
ing to such laws as might check so very pernicious a com
merce as Slavery. Of this petition Judge Tucker says; 

''The following extract from a petition to the Throne, pre
sented from the House of Burgesses of Virginia, April 1st, 
1772, will show the sense of the people of Virginia. on the sub
ject of Slavery at that period : 

" 'The importation of slaves into the colony from the coast 
of Africa hath long been considered as a trade of great inhu
manity; aud under its present encouragement we have too 
much reason to fear will endanger the very existence of yow 
Majesty's American dominions.'" 

Mark the ominous words ! Virginia tells the king of 
England in 1772, four years prior to the Declaration of 
Independence, that his lllajesty's American dominions 
are in danger: not because of the Stamp duties-not 
because of the tax on tea-not because of his attempts 
to collect revenue in America! 'l'hese have since been 
deemed sufficient to justify rebellion and revolution. 
But none of these are referred to by Virginia in her 
address to the 'l'hrone-there being another wrong which 
in magnitude and enormity, ~o far exceeded these and 
all other causes of complaint, that the very existence of 
his Majesty's American dominions depended upon it! 
'l'hat wrong consisted in forcing African Slavery upon a 
dependent colony without her consent, and in opposition 
to the wishes of her own people ! 

The people of Virginia at that day did not appreciate 
the force of the argument used by the British merchants, 
who were engaged in the African slave-trade, and which 
was afterward indorsed, at least by implication, by the 
king and his ministers; that the Colonies were the com
mon property of the empire-acquired by the common 
blood and treasure-and therefore all British subjects had 
the right to carry their slaves into the colonies, and bold 
them in defiance of the local law and in contempt of the 
wishes and safety of the Colonies. 

'£he people of Virginia not being r.onvinced by this 
process of reasoning, still adhered to the doctrine which 
they held in common with their sister colonies, that it 
was the birthright of all freemen-inalienable when 
formed into political communities-to exercise exclusive 
legislation in respect to all matters pertaining to their 
internal polity-Slavery not excepted; and rather than 
surrender this great right, they were prepared to with
draw their allegiance from the crown. 

Again referring to this petition to the king, the same 
learned judge adds: 

"This petition produced no effect, as appears from the first 
clause of our (Vtrginia) Constitution, where, among other 
acts of misrule, the inhuman use of the royal negative in 
refosing us (the people of Virginia) permission lo exclude 
Slavery from us by law, is enumerated among the reasons 
or separating from Great Britain." 

This clause in the Constitution of Virginia, referring to 
the inhuman use of the royal negative, in refusing the 
Colony of Virginia permission to exclude Slavery from her 
limits by law, as one of the reasons for separating from 
Great Brituin, was adopted on the 12th day of June, 
1776, three weeks and one day previous to the Declara
tion of Independence by the Continental Congress ; and 
after remaining in force as a part of the Constitution 
for a period of fifty-four years, was re-adopted, without 
alteration, by the Convention which framed the new 
Constitution in 1830, and then ratified by the people as a. 
part of the new Constitution; and was again re-adopted 
by the Convention which amended the Constitution in 
lS.'50, and again ratified by the people as a part of the 



MR. DOUGLAS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 135 

amended Constitution, and at this day remains a portion I opportunity of annulling the acts of the colonial legisla. 
of the fundamental law of Virginia-proclaiming to the tures by the "inhuman use of the royal negative." 
world and to posterity that one of the reasons for separa- Thus the policy of the Colonies on the Slavery question 
ting from Great llritain was "the inhuman use of the bad assumed a direct antagonism to that of the British 
royal negative in refusing us (the Colony of Virginia) Government; and this antagonism not only added to the 
permission to exclude Slavery from us by law!" importance of the principle of local self-government in the 

The legislation of Virginia on this subject may be taken Colonies, but produced a general concurrence of opinion 
as a fair sample of the legislative enactments of each of and action in respect to the question of Slavery in the 
the thirteen Colonies, showing conclusively that slavery proceedings of the Continental Congress, which assembled 
was regarded by them all as a domestic question to be at Philadelphia for the first time on the 5th of September, 
regarded and determined by each colony to suit itself, 1774. 
without tl1e intervention of the British Parliament or On the 14th of October the Congress adopted a Bill of 
"the inhuman use of the royal negative." Each colony Rights for the Colonies, in the form of a series of resolu
passed a series of enactments, beginning at an early tions, in which, after conceding to the British Government 
period of its history and running down to the commence- the power to regulate commerce and do such other things 
ment of the Hevolution, either protecting, regulating, or as affected the general welfare of the empire, without in
restrainiug African Slavery within its re:opective limits, terfering with the internal polity of the Colonies they de
and in accordance with their wishes and supposed clared "That they are entitled to a free and 'exclusive 
interests. North and South Carolina, following the ex- power in their several provincial legislatures where their 
ample of Virginia, at first encouraged the introduction right of representation can alone be preserved in all cases 
of slaves, until the number increased beyond their wants of taxation and internal polity." Having thus defined the 
and necessities, when they att.empted to check and principle for which they were contending the Con!rress 
rcstrnin the further growth of the institution, by imposing proceeded to adopt the following "Peaceful l\Ieasu~es," 
a high rate of taxation upon all slaves which should be which they still hoped would be sufficient to induce com
brought into those colonies ; and finally, in 1764, South pliance with their just and reasonable demands. These 
Carolina passed a law imposing a penalty of one hundred "Peaceful l\Ieasures" consisted of addresRes to the king, 
pounds (or five hundred dollars) for every negro slave to the Parliament., and to the people of Great Britain, 
subsequently introduced into that colony. together with an association of non-intercourse to be ob-

The colony of Georgia was originally founded on strict served and maintained so long as their grievances should 
anti-slavery principles, and rigidly maintained this policy remain unredressed. 
for 11 series of years, until the inhabitants became con- The second article of this association, which was adopted 
vinced by experience that, with their climate and produc- without opposition, and signed by the delegates from all 
tions, slave labor, if not essential to their existence, would the Colonies, was in these words: 
prove beneficial and useful to their material interests. 
l\Iaryland and Delaware protected and regulated African 
Slavery as one of their domestic institutions. Pennsylva
nia, under the ad vice of William Penn, substituted fourteen 
years' service and perpetual adscript to the soil for here
ditary Slavery, and attempted to legislate, not for the total 
abolition of Slavery, but for the sanctity of marriage 
among slaves, and for tbeir personal security. New-Jer
sey, New-York, and Connecticut recognized African Slavery 
as a domestic institution lawfully existing within their re
spective limits, and passed the requisite laws for its con
trol and regulation. 

Hhode Island prodded by law that no slaYe should serve 
more than ten years, at the end of which time he was to 
be set free; and if the master should refuse to let him go 
free, or sold him elsewhere for a longer period of service, 
be was subject to a penalty of forty pounds, which was 
supposed at that period to be nearly double the value of 
the slave. 

l\Iassachusetts imposed heavy taxes upon all slaves 
brought into the colony, and provided in some instances 
for sending the slaves back to their native land; and finally 
prohibited the introduction of any more slaves into the 
colony under any circumstances. 

When New-llampshire passed laws which were designed 
to prevent the introduction of any more slaves, the British 
Cabinet issued the following order to G°'' ernor Wentworth: 
"You are not to girn your assent to, or pass any law im
posing duties upon negroes imported into New-Hamp
shire." 

While the legislation of the several colonies exhibits 
dissimilarity of views, founded on a diversity of interests, 
on the merits and policy of Slavery, it shows conclusively 
that they all regarded it as a domestic question affecting 
their internal polity in respect to which they were entitled 
to a full and exclusive power of legislation in the several 
provincial legislatures. For a few years immediately pre
ceding the American Revolution, the African slave-trade 
was encouraged and stimulated by the British Government, 
and carried on with more vigor by the English merchants, 
than at any other period in the history of the Colonies; 
and this fact, taken in connection with the extraordinary 
claim asserted in the memorable preamble to the act re
pealing the stamp duties, that "Parliament posses ed the 
right to bind the Colonies in all cases whatever," not only 
in respect to all matters affecting the general welfare of 
the empire, but also in regard to the domestic relations 
and internal polity of the Colonies-produced a powerful 
impression upon the minds of the colonists, and imparted 
peculiar prominence to the principle involved in the con
troversy. 

Hence the enactments by the seYeral colonial legisla
tures calculated and designed to restrain and prevent the 
increase of slaves; and, on the other hand, the orders 
issued by the Crown, instructin~ the colonial governol's 
not to sign or permit any legislative enactment prejudicial 
or injurious to the African slave-trade, unless such enact
ment should contain a clause suspending its oreraUon 
until the royal pleasure should be made known in the 
pr~mises; or, in other words, until the ling should ha Ye an 

"That -we will neither import nor purchase any •la"e im· 
ported after the firsl day of December next; aflrr whieh time 
we will wholly discontinue the slave-trade, and will neither 
be concerned in it onrselvcs, nor will we hire our nssels, 
nor sell our co=octilies or manufactures to those who are 
engaged in it " 

This Bill of Rights, together with these articles of asso
ciation, were subsequently submitted to and adopted 
by each of the thirteen Colonies in their respective pro
vincial Legislatures. 

'l'hus was distinctly formed between the Colonies and 
the parent country that issue upon which the Decla
ration of Independence was founded, and the battles of 
the Hevolution were fought. It involved the specific 
claim on the part of the Colonies-denied by the mng 
and Parliament-to the exclusive right of legislation 
touching all local and internal concerns, Stcvvrwy 
inclruded. This being the principle involved in the 
contest, a majority of the Colonists refused to per
mit their delegates to sign the Declaration of Inde
pendence except upon the distinct condition and ex
press reservation to each colony of the exclusive right 
to manage and control its local concerns and police re
gulations without the intervention of any general Con
gress which might be established for the United Colonies. 

Let us cite one of these reservations as a specimen of 
all, showing conclusively that they were fighting for the 
inalienable right of local self-government, with the clear 
understanding that when they had succeeded in throw
ing off the despotism of the British Parliament, no Con
gressional despotism was to be substituted fol' it: 

"We, the Delegates of Maryland, in Convention assembled, 
do declare that the King of Great Britain has violated his 
compact with this people, and that µiey owe no allegiance to 
him. w·e have therefore thought it Just and necessary to em
power our Deputies in Congress lo join \>ilh a maJority of 
the United Colonies in declaring them free and independent 
States, in framing such furU1er confederation between ihem, 
in making foreign alliances, and in adopting such 0U1er mea
sures as shall be judged necessary for the pres er vat.ion of their 
liberties: 

"Provided, The sole and exclusive right of regulating the 
internal polity and government of this Colony be reserved to 
the people thereof. 

"We have also ihought proper to call a new Convention for 
the purpose of establishing a gover!!ment iu this Colony. 

"No ambitious views, no desire of independence, induced 
the people of Maryland to form a union with the other Colo
nies. 'l'o procure an exemption from Parliamentary taxa
tion, aml to continue to the Legislati:res of _these Colonies .the 
sole and exclusive right of regulaung then· IuternaJ Polity, 
was our original and only mcUve. To maintain, inviolnte om· 
liberties and to transmit them unimpau·ed lo posterity, was 
our duty a.nd first wish; our next, to continue connected \\ith 
and dependent on Great Hriutin. For .ihe truth of ih"s.e 
assertions \\"e apReal to that Alllllghty Bemg who is emph»l!
rally styled the ::>earcher of heaps, and. fro'.'1. whose, om.ru
scirnce none is concealed. llelyrng on this D1v111e pro.ecuou 
and assistance and trusting to the justice of our eause, we· 
~xhort and con]ure every nrtuons citizen to join cordially in 
defense of our common rlghls and in mai.nten11ucc of the free
dom of this aud her sister colonies." 

The first plan of }'edcrnl Government adopted for the 
United States was formed during the Hevolution, anti is 

• 
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usually known as "The Articles of Confederation." By I SPc'>n'l.-" That .. the srttlers within the. Territory so to be 
h A · 1 't 'd .1 th t "E h St t r tains pt1t·c1.a-<"Ll ai»l oilPrPd for sale shall, either on their own ! ese rt1? es 1 was prov1 eu a ac a e e . pe itin. 1 or on the ord»r of coui;ress, receive authority from 

its Sovereignty, Freedom, and Indepe.ndence, an~ eveiy I d18 m. wi:liappoin111w111s of time an•l place, for their free males 
power, jurisdiction, and right which is not by this Con- I or foll .n.g•· to m•wt l0f5ethn for the purpose of establishing a 
federation expressly delegated to the United States in temporary gon·rnment to adopt a Constitution aud laws of 
Congress assembled." Jany on~ of 1hrse States (1hc original Stal~s), so that snch_laws 

At the time the Articles of Confederation were nev1:r1helt'Rs shall IJe subject to altera!10n by th_e1r onhnary 
d t d-J I 9 1778-th u 't d States held no lands I .1.eg1slal11re; a_ncJ. to erPct .. subject to like altrral101!, co1rnt1es 

a op e u Y , e m e. ' . . or 1ownslups tor the elccllou of members for their Leg1sla-
or territory in common. The ent1rn conntry-rnclu.dn;g tLLrn." 
all the w'.1s.te and unappro1:p'iated lands-embraced mtlun Having thus provided a mode by which the first inh:ibi
or perta101ng to the Confederacy, be!or:ged to and w.as tants or settlers of the territory may assemble together 
the property o.f the several States witlun whose limits and choose for themselves the Co~stitution and laws of 
the same w?..s situated. some one of the original thirteen States and declare the 

On the 6th day of Septem~er, 1780., Congr~ss "r~com- same in force for the government of th~ir territory tem
mended to thesevera'.Statesrn th_e Umon hav1'.1gcla1ms.to I porarily, with the right on the part of the people to 
wa.ste and un.apprnpnate~ lands lil the Westei_n counti ':f '. change the same, through their local Legislature, as they 
a ltbera_l ces,1?n to the Umted States of a poi twn ?f.the~; may see proper, the Plan then proceeds to point out the 
respective clanns for the common benefit of tl;e lJnwn. mode in which they may establish for themselves" a per-

.01'. t!ie 20th day of October? ?-783, the Legrnla~ure of manent Constitution and government" whenever they 
V1rg1ma passed an act authonzrng the Deleg~tes lil Con- shall have twenty thousand inhabitants as follows : 
gress from that State to convey to the United States ' 
" the territory or tract of conn try within the limits of Third.-" That snch tPmporary gornrnment only sh>tll con-

ch · db · t ti th t tinue in force in anv Slate umil it shall ham acquirecl twenty 
the Virginia arter, lymg an earmg 0 le nor wes thousand free inhu:hitants, when, gh·iug due proof thereof to 
of the river Ohio "-which grant was to be made upon Congres•, they sh,111 recei,'e from tlwm anthori')', with ap
the "condition that the territory so ceded shall be laid poi 11 tments of time and ph1cP, to call a Convention of Repre
ont and formed into States;" and that "the States so sentatives to establish a permanent Constitnlion anLl govern
formed shall be distinct republican States, and admitted ment for themselves." 
members of the Federal Union, having the same rights Having thus provided for the first settlers "a tempo
of Sovereignty, Freedom, and Independence as the other rary government" in these" additional States," and fo r 
States." a" permanent Constitution and ·government" when they 

On the 1st clay of ~Iarch, 1784, Thomas JefTerson and shall have acquired twenty thousand inhabitants, the Plan 
his colleagues in Con,,.ress executed the deed of cession contemplates that they shall continue to govern them
in pursuance of the 

0 

act of the Yirginia Legislature, selves a8 /:)~ates, having, as provided in the Virginia deed 
which was accepted and ordered to "he recorded of session," the same rights of soYereignty, freedom, and 
and enrolled among the acts of the United States in in<lependence," in respect to their domestic afTairs and 
Congress assembled." '£his was the first territory ever internal polity, "as the other States," until they shall 
acquired, held, or owned, by the United States. On t~rn have a population equal to the least numerous of the 
same day of the deed of cession, Mr. JefTerson, as chatr- original thirteen States; and in the meantime shall keep 
man of a committee which had been appoint.eel, consist- a sitting member in Congress, with a right of debating 
Ing of l\Ir. Jefferson of Virginia, Mt'. Chase of Maryland, but not of voting, when they shall be admitted into the 
and Mr. Howell of Rhode Island, submitted to Congress Union on an equal footing with the other States, as fo l
" a plan for the temporary government of the territory lows : 
ceded or to be ceded by the individual States to the Fou,.th.-" Thal whenever any of the said States shall have 
United States." of fre,~ inhabitants rrs many as shall tlwn be iu any one of the 

It is important that this Jeffersonian plan of g?vern- leas! numerotts of the thirtei>u original States, such Stnte shall 
ment for the Territories should be carefully considered be admillPd by its flP!egatPs into the Congress of the United 
for many obvious reasons. It was the first plan of Smtes on an equal footing with the said original Slates." ...• 
government for the 'l'erritories ever adopted in the And-
United States. It was drawn by the author of the De
claration of Independence, and revised and adopted by 
those who shaped the issues which produced the Revo
lution, and formed the foundations upon which our 
whole American system of government rests. It was 
n ot intended to be either local or temporary in its char
acter but was designed t.o apply to all "territory ceded 
or to 'be ceded," and to be universal in its application 
and eternal in its duration, wherever and whenever we 
might have territory requiring a government. It ignored 
the right of Congress to legislate for the people. of 
the Territories, without their consent, and recognized 
the inalienable right of the people of the 'l'crritories, 
when organized into political communities, to gove;rn 
themselves in respect to their local concerns and m
ternal polity. It was adopted by the Congress of 
the Confederation on the 23d day of Apr il, 17&!, and 
stood upon the Statute Book as a general and perma
nent plan for the government of all territory which we 
then owned or should subsequently acquire, with a pro
vision declaring it to be a" Charter of Compact," and 
that its provisions should "stand as fundamenta l con
ditions between the thirteen original States and those 
newly described, unalterable but by the j oint consent 
of the United States in Congress assembled, and of the 
p articular State within which such alteration is proposed 
to be made." 'l'hus this JefTersonian p lan for the gov
ernment of the •rerritories-this " Charter of Compact" 
- "these fundamental conditions," which were declared 
to be " unalterable " without the consent of the people 
of "the particular State [territory] within which such 
alteration is proposed to be made," stood on t1;e Statu~e 
Book when the Convention assembled at Plnladelph1a 
in 1787, and proceeded to form the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Now let us examine the main provisions of the JefTer
son Plan: 

Fir.<t.-" That the territory ceded or to be ceded by the 
lndiviclual Slates to the UniLed States, whenf',-er the snme shall 
have been purchaePd oflhe Inrlian inhabitants and otfrred for 
sale by the United 8tates, shall be formed tnto additi01ml 
State.•," etc., etc. 

The Plan proceeds to designate th e boundaries and 
territorial extent of the proposed" additional States," and 
\hen provides : 

"Until such arlnussion by their cl1•lf'gates into Congress any 
of the saicl Slate.•, after tlic estaiils'rn11•11t of their temporary 
goYernment,.shall ha,·e anthol'i1y to k··ep a sitting u1Putber in 
Congress, with the right of deba.dng, LuL noL of ,·oting." 

Attached to the provision which appears in this paper 
under the "third" head is a proviso, containing five pro
positions, which, when ~,greed to and accepted by the 
people of said additional States, were "to be formed 
into a charter of comoact," and to remain forever "unal
terable ," except by the consent of such States as '\Yell as 
of the United States-to wit: 

"Provided, That both the temporary and permanent gov
ernments be established on these principles as their basis~" 

1st.-" 'l'hat th1•y shall "forever remain a part of the United 
States of America." 

2d.-" That in their persons, property, and Territory they 
shall be subject to the government of the Uniied States in 
Congress assembled, and to the Articles of Confederation in all 
those casPs in which the ori~inal States shall be so subject." 

3d.-" That they shall be subject to pay a part of the federa l 
debts contracted, or to be contracted-to be apportioned on 
them by Congress according to the same common rt1le and 
measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on 
the other Slates." 

4th.-" That their respective government shall be in re pub 
lican form, and shall admit no person to be a citizen who holds 
any hereditary title." 

The fifth a r ticle, which relates to the prohibition of 
Slavery, after the year 1800, ha>ing been rejected by 
Congress, never became a part of the Jeffersonian Plan 
of Government for the Territories, as adopted April 23, 
1781. 

The concludin1' paragraph of this Plan of Government, 
which emphatically igt ores the right of Congress to bind 
the people of the Territories without theii' consent, and 
recognizes the people therein as the true source of ll ll 
legitimate power in respect to their internal polity, is in 
these words : 

"That all the prrcr1ling articlJ¥! shnll he formed into a rlin.r· 
ter of cnmpwt. shnll hC' duly Pxc· te.d hy thf' Preeident of the 
Unite:d :--;ta111s. in ( 'ongr1~RR ac;seml>l~~rl., un<ler his han1l and the 
seal of the t.:11ile1l 1'1:uPs, sh:dl bn pro!h\ti~ated, :i111! shall s'ancl 
as funrhun"nla.l <'Onditions betwn~n LhP 1hirlePn originaJ Stat~s 
and tho"' nPwlv de.srri!Jed, nnnlterahle but bv the joint con 
sent of lhe lfnhed Stales in Congrrss assembled, and of the 
particular State within which such alt<?ratJon is propose<! to 
be maclo." 



DOUGLAS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGXTY. 137 

This Jeffersonian Plan of Government embodies and j interpreted and expounded by the Colonies during the!r 
carries out the ideas and principles of the fathers of the/ controversy with Great Britain, for their model-making 
Revolution-that the people of every separate political such modifications in its structure and principles as the 
community (dependent Colonies, Provinces, and Territo- / change in our condition had rendered necessary. They 
ries aA well as sovereign States) have an inalienable right entrusted the Executive functions to a President in the 
to govern themselves in respect to their internal polity, place of a King; the Legislative functions to a Congre~s, 
and repudiates the dogma of the British Ministry and composed of a Senate and House of Representatives, in 
the Tories of that rlay, that all Colonies, Provinces and lieu of the Parliament consisting of the Houses of Lords and 
Territories were the property of the empire, acquired Commons; and the Judicial functions to a Supreme Court 
with the common blood and common treasure, and that and such inferior courts as Congress should from tin1e to 
the inhabitants thereof have no rights, privileges, or time ordain and establish. 
immunities except such as the Imperial Government Having thus divided the powers of government into the 
should graciously condescend to bestow upon them. three appropriate departments, with which they had al
This Plan recognizes by law and irrevocable "compact" ways been familiar, they proceeded to confer upon the 
the existence of two distinct classes of States under our Federal Government substantially the same po11"ers which 
American system of government-the one being mem- they as colonies had been willing to concede to the British 
bers of the Union, and consisting of the original thirteen Government; and to reserve to the States and to the peo
and such other States, having the n:quisite population, ple the same rights and privileges which they as colonies 
as Congress should admit into the Federal Union, with had denied to the British Government during the entire 
an equal vote in the management of Federal affairs as struggle which terminated in our Independence, and 
well as the exclusive power in regard to their internal which they had claimed for themselves and tbeir posterity 
polity respectively-the other, not having the requisite as the birthright of all freemen, inalienable when organ
population for admission into the Union, could have no ized into political communities, and to be enjoyed and ex
vote or agency in the control of the Federal relations, ercised by colonies, territories, and provinces as fully and 
but possessed the same exclusive power over their completely as by sovereign States. Thuo it will be seen 
domestic affairs and internal policy respectively as that there is no organic feature or fundamental principle 
the original States, with the right, while they have embodied in the Constitution of the "Gnited States which 
less than twenty thousand inhabitants, to choose for had not been familiar to the people of the Colonies from 
their government the Constitution and laws of any the period of their earliest settlement, and which had 
one of the original States; and when they should have not been repeatedly asserted by them when denied by 
more than t1venty thousand, but less than the number Great Britain during the whole period of their colonial his
required to entitle them to admission into the Union, tory. 
they were authorized to form for themselves " a perma- Let us pause at this point for a moment, and inquire 
nent Constitution and government;" and in either case whether it be just to those illustrious patriots and sages who 
they were entitled to keep a delegate in Congress with formed the Constitution of the United States, to assume 
the right of debating, but not of voting. '!.'his " Charter that they intended to confer upon Congress tbat unlimited 
of Compact," with its "fundamental conditions," which and arbitrary power over the people of the American 'L'er
were declared to be "unalterable" without "the joint ritories , whlch they had resisted with their blood when 
consent" of the people interested in them, as well as of claimed by the British Parliament over British colonies in 
the United States, thus stood on the statute book unre- America? Diel they confer upon Congress the right to 
pealed and unrepealable-furnishing a complete system bind the people of the American 'l.'erritories in all cases 
of government for all" the territory ceded or to be ceded" whatsoever, after having fought the battles of the Revolu
to the United States, without any other legislation upon tion against a "Preamble" declaring the right of Par
thesubj ect, when, on the 14th day of May, 1787, the Fede- liament "to bind the Colonies in all cases whatsoever?" 
ral Convention assembled in Philadelphia and proceeded If, as they contended before the Re»olution, it was the 
to form the Constitution under which we now live. 'l.'hus birthright of all Englishmen, inalienable when formed into 
it will be seen that the di riding line between Federal and political communities, to exercise exclusiv-e power of legis
Local authority, in respect to the rights of those political lation in their local legislatures in respect to all things 
communities which for the sake of convenience and in affecting their internal polity-Sla>ery not excepted-did 
contradistinction t~ the States represented in Congress, not the same right, after the Revolution, and by virtue of 
we now call 'l.'erritories but which were then known as it, become the birthright of all Americans, in like manner 
"State8 " or "new States " was so distinctly marked at inalienable when organized into political communities-no 
that day that no intellio-e~t man could fail to perceive it. matter by what name, whether Colonies, 'l'erritories, Pro-

It is true that the gov~rnment of the Confederation bad vinces, or new States? 
proved totally inadequate to the fulfillment of the ends Names often deceive persons in respect to the nature 
for which it was devised; not because of the r elations be- and substance of things. A single instance of this kind 
tween the Territories, or new States, and the United States, is to be found in that clause of the Constitution which 
but in consequence of having no power to enforce its de- says: 
crees on the Federal questions which were clearly within "Congress shall have power to dispo"e of, and make all 
the scope of its expressly delegated powers. The radical needful rnles and regulations respecting the territory or other 
defects in the Articles of Confederation were found to con- property belonging to the United Stales." 
sist in the fact that it was a mere \eague between sove- This being the only clause of the Constitution in which 
reign States, and not a Federal Government with its ap- the word " Territory" appears, that fact alone has doubt
propriate departments-Executive, Legislative, and Ju- less led many persons to suppose that the right of Con· 
dicial-each clothed with authority to perform and cany gress to establish tempurary governments for the Terri· 
into effect its own peculiar functions. 'l'he Confederation tories, in the sense in which the word is now used , must 
having no power to enforce compliance with the resolves, be derived from it, overlooking the important and con· 
"the consequence was, that though in theory its r esolu- trolling facts that at the time the Constitution was formed 
tions of Congress were equivalent to laws, yet in practice the word "'l'erritory" had never been used or understood 
they were found to be mere recommendations, which tne to designate a political community or government of any 
States, like other sovereignties, observed or disregarded, kind in any law, compact, deed of cession, or public 
according to their own good-will and gracious pleasure." document; but had invariably been used either in its 
Congress could not impose duties, collect taxes, raise geographical sense to describe the superficial area of a 
armies, or do any other act essential to the existence of State or district of country, as in the Virginia deed of 
government, without the voluntary consent and cooper a- cession of the "Territory or tract of cowntl'y" northwest 
tion of each of the States. Congress could resolve, but of the river Ohio; or as meaning lauu in its character 
ccmld not carry its resolutions into efJect--could recom- as property, in which latter sense it appears in the clause 
mend to the States to provide a revenue for the necessi- of the Constitution referred to, when providing for the 
ties of the Federal Government, but could not use the disposition of the "Territory or other property belong
means necessary to the collection of the revenue when the ing to the United States." 'l'ilcse facts, tHken in connec
States failed to comply-could recommend to the States to tion with the kindred one that during the whole period 
provide an army for the general defense, and apportion of the Confederation and the formation of the Constitu
among the States their respective quotas, but could not en- tion the temporary governments which we now call 
list the men and order them into the l<'ederal service. For "Territories," were invariably referred to in the deeds 
these reasons a Federal Government, with its appropriate of cession, laws, compacts, plans of government, resolu
departments, acting directly upon the individual citizens, tions of Cono-ress, public records, and authentic docu
with authority to enforce its decrees to the extent of its ments as" St~tes," or" new StateR,'' conclusively show 
deleo-ated powers and not dependent upon the voluntary that the words "Tel"l"itory and other property" in the 
acti;n of the se~eral States in their corporate capacity, Constitution were used to desigmite the unappropriated 
became indispensable as a substitute for the government lands and other property which the United States owned, 
of the Confederation. and not the people who might become residents on those 

In the formation of the Constitution of the United States lands, and be organizeu into political communities after 
the Federal Convention took the British Constitution, as· the United States had ~arted with their title. 
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It is from this r.lau'e of the Constitution alone that I IIere we find the original and rough draft of these se1'e
Congress clf'rives the power to provide for the surveys ra.\ po.we~s as tl;ey now e:-~st, in their re.vised form, in the 
and sale of the public i«IHls and all other property be· Cvnst1tut10n. The prons10n empowerrng Congress "to 
longing to the United States, not only in the T~rritories, I dispose o.f the unappropriated lands of the united States" 
but also in the several States of the Union. But for this was modified and enlarged, so as to include "other pro· 
provision Congress would have no power to authorize the perty belonging to the United States,'' and to authorize 
sale of the public lanrls, military sites, old ships, cannon, Congress to ·'make all needful rule, and regulations" for 
muskets, or other property, real or personal, which be· the preservation, management, and sale of the same. 
long to the United ::itates, and are no longer needed for The provision empowering Congress" lo institute tem
any public purpose. It refors exclusively to property in porary governments for the new States arising in the un
contradistinction to persons and communities. It con- appropriated l<tnds of the United States,'' taken in con
fers the same power " to make all needful rules and nection with the one empowering Congress "to exercise 
regulations" in the States as in the Territories, and ex- exclusively Legislative authority at the seat of the Gene 
tends wherever there may be any land or other property ral Government, and over a district of country around the 
belonging to the United States to be regulated or disposed same,'' clearly shows the difference in the extent and na· 
of; but does not authorize Congress to control 01· inter- ture of the powers intended to be conferred in the new 
fe..e with the domestic institutions and internal polity of States or Territories on the one ha:id, and in the District 
the people (either in the States or the Territories) who of Columbia on the other. In the one case it was pro. 
may res1ue upon lands which the United States once posed to authorize Congress "to institute temporary gov· 
ownecl. Such a power, had it been vested in Congress, ernments for the new States,'' or Territories, as they are 
would annihilate the sovereignty and freedom of the now called, just as our Revolutionary fathers recognized 
States as well as the great principle of self-government in the right of the British crown to institute local goyern· 
the Territories, wherever the United States happen to ments for the Colonies, by issuing charters under which 
own a portion of the public lands within their respective the people of the Colonies were "entitled (according to 
limits, as, a.t present, in the States of Alabama, l•'lorida, the Bill of Rights adopted by the Continental Congress) to 
Mississippi, Louh<iana, Arkansa:<, l\Iissouri, Illinois, a free and exclusive power of legislation, in their several 
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, 111 innesota, Provincial Legislatures, where their right of representation 
California, and Oregon, anrl in the Territories of Wa•h· can alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation and inter· 
ington, ~ebraska, Kansas, Utah, and New-~lexico. The nal polity;" while, in the other case, it was proposed to 
idea is repugnant to the spirit and genius of our complex authorize Congress to exercise, exclubiYely, legislative 
sy:;tem of Government; because it effectually blots out authority over the municipal aud internal polity of tho 
the dividing line between l<'ecleral and Local authority people residing within the district which should be ceded 
which forms an essential bal'l'ier for the defense of the for that purpose as the seat of the General Government. 
independence of the States and the liberties of the people Each of these provisions was modified and perfected by 
again:,t Federal invasion. With one anomalous excep· the Committee of Detail and Revision, as will appear by 
tion, all the powers conferred on Congress are .Fedual, comparing them with the corresponding clauses as finally 
and 11ot Jitmicipal, in their character-affecting tlte incorporated into the Cclnstitution. 'l'he provision to 
genernl welfare of the whole country without interfering authorize Congress to institute temporary governments 
with the internal polity of \he people-and can be carried for the new States or Territories, and to provide for their 
into effect by laws which apply alike to States and Ter- admission into the Union, appears in the Constitution in 
ritories. 'l'he exception, being in derogation of one of this form: 
the fonclamental principle> of our political system (be- New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
cause it authorizes the Federal Government to control Union." 
the municipal affairs and internal polity of the people in The power to admit" new States" and "to make a!l 
certain specified, limited localities), was not left to vague laws which shall be necessary and proper" to that end, 
inference or loose construction, nor expressed in dubious may fairly be construed to include the right to institute 
or equivocal language; but is found plainly written in temporary goYernments for such new States or Territories, 
that ::iection of the Con:;titution which says: the same as Great. Britain could rightfully institute simHar 

"Congress shall have power to exercise exclusive legisla- governments for the Colonies; but cert.ainly not to author
tiou in all cases whatsoever, O\'er such district (not exceeding ize Congress to legislate in respect to their municipal 
ten miles square) as m<iy, by cession of particular States, auu affairs and ~ternal concerns, without violatin

0
a that great 

the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the g01·ern· f . 
ment of the United States, and to exercise like authority 0,·er undamental prmciple in defense of which the battles of 
au places purchased by the consent of the Legislature of the the Hevolution were fought. 
8tate in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, If judicial authority were deemed necessary to giv-e 
magazines, arsenals, dock-yards and other needful buildings." force to principles so eminently just in themselves, and 

No such power "to exercise exclusive legislation in all which form the basis of our entire political system 
cases whatsoever,'' nor indeed any legislation in any such authority may be found in the opinion of the Suprem~ 
case whatsoever, is confe1..-ed on Congress in respect to Court of the United States, in the Dred Scott case. In 
the municipal affairs and internal polity, either of the that case the Court say: 
States or of the Territories. On the contrary, after the ." T.his brings us to examine by what pro,·ision of the Con· 
Constitution had been finally adopted, with its Federal st1tut1ou the present Federal Gornrnment, under its delegated 
powers delegated, enumerated, and defined, in order to and restricted powers, is authorized to acquire territary out· 
guard in all future time against any possible infringement side of the ori.ginal limits of the United 8tates, and what powers 
uf the reserved rights of the States, or of the people, an it may exerci~e therem over the person or proper1y or a citi· 

zen of the Umted States, while it remains a Lerritory and un
amendment was incorporated into the Constitution which til it shall be admitted as one of the 8tates of tile Uni~n. 
marks the dividing line between Federal and Local "There is certainly no power given by the Gonslitution to 
authority so directly and indelibly that no lapse of time, the 1°ederal Government lo establish or mo.intain colonies 
no partisan prejudice, no sectional aggrandizement, no bordering on the United States or at a distaoc.i, ta be ruled 
frenzied fanaticism can efface it. The amendment is in and gover.ned. at its own pleasure; nor to enlarge its terri· 
these words: tor1al lumts m any way except by the admission of new 

States ..... 
"The powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constil11tion, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people." 

This view of the subject is confirmed, if indeed any car· 
roborative evidence is required, by reference to the pro
ceedings and debates of the l?ederal Convention, as re
ported by lllr. Madison. On the 18th of August, after a 
series of resolutions had been adopted as the basis of the 
proposed Constitution and referred to the Committee of 
Detail for the purpose of being put in proper form, the re· 
cord says: 

"Mr. ]l[adison submittP.d, in order to be referred to the Com
mittee of Detail, the following powers, as proper to be added 
to those of the g<>neral Lrgislature (Congress) : 

"To dispose of the unappropriated lauds of the United States. 
"To instilnte temporary governments for the new States 

arising therein. 
"To regul1le affairs with the Indians, as well within as 

without the limits of the United States. 
"To exercise exclusiYely legislative authority at the seat of 

the General Government, and over a district around the same 
not exceeding --S1Jt1are miles, the consent of the legisla· 
tu re of the 8tate or States comprising the same being first ob· 
tained." 

"The power to expand the territory of the United States by 
the admission of new States is plainly given; and in the con· 
struction of this power by all the departments of the Govern
ment, it has b~en held to at~thorize the acquisition of territory, 
not fit for adm1sswn at the tune, but to be admi1Led as soon as 
its population and situation would entitle it to admission. 
It is acquired to become a State, and not to be held as a colony 
and go1•erned by Congress with absolute authority; and as the 
propncty of admitting a new State is committed to the sound 
discretion of Gougress, the power to acquire territory for that 
purpose, to be held by the United States until 1l is in a suitable 
condition to become a State upon an equal fooling with tho 
other 8tates, must rest upon the same discretion." 

Having determined the question that the power to ac· 
quire territory for the purpose of enlarging our ten·itorial 
limits and increasing the number of States, is included 
within the power to admit new States arnl conferred by 
the S<tme clause of the Constitution, the Court proceed to 
say that " the power to acquire necessarily carries with it 
the power to preserve and apply to the purposes for which 
it was acquired." And again, referring to a former deci
sion of the same court in respect to the power of Con"'ress 
to institute governments for the Territories, the Court ~ay : 

"The power stands firmly on the latter allcrnative put by 
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U1e Cot1rt-tlrn.t is, as the 'inevitable conseque11CC of lhe right I footing wi1h citizens of the StatcR, and guards them as firmly 
to acquire territory.'" and plainly against any inroads which the General Ucn~ernrnent 

'fhe power to acquire tenitory as well as the rio-ht in I might attempt under the plea of i01plied or .i1._w1d.ental powers. 
tl I, " " f 'l · l\1· d" d · · ~ . ' . And lf Congress l!se11 cannot do tl11s-1t lL JS bl:'j ond the 

1e anbuabe o "r. a ISon, .t? illst1tu~e tempo1air powers conferred on the Federal Goverunwnt-il will be ad-
go,·ernments for the new States ansrng therem" (or Tern-1 miiLed, we presume, that iL conld not authorize a Territorial 
torial governments, as they are now called), having been governmem to exercise them. IL could coufer no power ou 
traced to tlmt prol'ision of the Constitution which provides any local go1•ernmem, e;;t;i,1,!iohvd by ils authority, LO v·iolate 
for the admi;;sion of "new States," the Court proceed to tht 1Hovis;o1,s of the ConstitULiou." 
consider the nature anLl extent of the power of Congress Nothing can be mure certain than that the Court were 
over the people of the Territories: here speaking only of fo1·bid1len powers, which \Yer<: 

"All we mean to say on this point is, that, as !here is no ex
press regulation in the Constitution defining the pown which 
the (~eneral Government may exercise over the person or pro 4 

perty of a citizen in a terriLOry thus acquired, the Court must 
neeessarily look lo the pro,;sions and principles of the Consti
tution, and its distribution of powers, or the rules and p1foci
ples by which its decision must be governed. 

"Taking this rule to guide us, it may be safely assumed lhat 
citizens of the United States, who emigrate to a territory be
longing to the people of the United States, cannot be ruled as 
mere cotonLsts, dependent upon the will of the General Govern
ment, and to be governed by any laws it may think proper LO 
impose. . . The TerriLOry being a part of the United 
States, the Government and the citizen both emer it under the 
amhority of the Constilution, with their r espective rights de
fined and marked out; and the Federal Government can ex
ercise no power over his person or properly beyond what that 
inslrt1mPnt confers, nor lawfully deny any right which it has 
resen·ed. '' 

Hence, inasmuch as the Constitution has conferred on 
the Federal Government no right to interfere with the pro
pert.r, domestic relations, police r egulations, or internal 
polity of the people of the 'ferritories, it necessarily fo!
lo1rn, under the authority of the Court, that Congress can 
rightfully exercise no such power over the people of the 
Territories. For this reason alone, the Supreme Court 
were authorized and compelled to pronounce the eighth 
section of the Act approved March 6, 1820 (commonly 
called the l\1issouri Compramise), inoperative and void
there being no power delegated to Congress in the Consti
tution authorizing Congress to prohibit Slavery in the 'fer
ritories. 

In the course of the discussion of this question the 
Court. gave an elaborate exposition of the structure, 
priuciples, and powers of the l~ederal Government; 
showing that it possesses no powers except those which 
are delegated, enumerated, and defined in the Constitu
tion; and that all other powers are either p1·ohi/Jited 
altogether or are reserved to the States, or to the people. 
In order to s!tow that the prohibited, as well as t!te 
delegated powers are enumerated and defined in the 
Constitution, the Court enumerated certain powers 
which cannot be exercised either b,v Congre:;s or by the 
'l' erritorial Legislatures, or by any other authority what
ever, for the simple reason that they are forbidden by 
the Constitution. 

8ome persons who have not examined critically the 
opinion of the Court in this respect have been induced 
to believe that the slaveiy qiMstion was included in this 
class of prohibited powers, and that the Court had 
decided in the Dred Scott case that the Territorial Legis
lature could not legislate in respect t0 slave property 
the same as all other property in the Territories. A few 
extracts from the opinion of the Court will correct this 
error, and show clearly the class of powers to which the 
Court referred, as being forbidden alike to the Federal 
Government, to the States, and to the 'l'erritories. The 
Court say: 

" A reference to a few of the provisions of the Constitution 
will itl11strate this proposition. For example, no one, we /?,re
sume, will contend thaL Congress can make any law in a l'er
ri lory r,,specting the e_stablishmen_t of religion, or t)le free ex
ercise thereof, or abr1dgrng the freedom of speech or of the 
the press, or the right of the people of the terriLOry peaceably 
to assemble, and to pe1itiou the Government for the redress of 
gricn.1.nces. 

'' Nor can Congress deny to the people the right to keep and 
bear arms, nor the right to trial by jury, nor compel any one 
to be a wimess agninst himself in a criminal proceeding .... 
So too it will hardly be contended that Congress could by law 
qu~rter a sotdkr in a house iu a territory- without the con~ent 
of the owner in a time of peace; norm time of war but 111 a 
m'1nner prescri_b_erl by law. Nor could they by l~w forfeit the 
property of a c111zen 111 a terntory who was conncted of trea
son, for· a longer period than the life of tbe person conYicted, 
nor 1'1.k.e private properly for public use without Just compen
sation." 

"The powers over persons and property, of which we 
speak, are not only not granter! to Congress, but ~re in ex
press terms denied, and they are forbidden to exercise them. 
.And this prohibition is noL confined to the St.ates, but the 
words are general, and exten_d to the wholE'. terrhory 0".er 
which the Constitution giY<'S it power lo leg1sl'1le, mcludmg 
those portions of iL remaining un<ler TerriLOrial governments, 
as w ell as that covered by St:ites. . 

" It is a total absence or power, evbrywhere w:1thln the 
dominion of the United States, and places the cmzens of a 
Territory, so fur as these rights are concerned, on the same 

denied alike to Congress, to the State Legislatures, and 
to the Territorial Legislatures, and that the prohibition 
extends "everywhere within tl1e dominion of the United 
States," applicnble equally to States and 'l'enitories, as 
well as to the United States. 

Jf this sweeping prohibition-this just but inexorable 
restriction upon the powers of Government-Federal, 
State, and Territorial-shall ever be held to include the 
Slavery question, thus negativing the right of the people 
of the States and Territories, as well as the Federal 
Government, to control it by law (and it will be olJservecl 
that in the opinion of the Court" the citizens of a 'l'erri
tory, so far as these rights are concerned, are on the 
same footing with the citizens of the States.") then, 
indeed, will the doctrine become firmly established that 
the principles of law applicable to African Slavery are 
uniform throii(Jhout the dominion of the United 
States, and that there "is an irrepressible conflict 
between opposing and enduring forces, which means 
that the United 8tates must and will, sooner or later, 
become either entirely a slaveholding nation or entirely 
a free labor nation." 

Notwithstanding the disastrous consequences which 
would inevitably result from the authoritative recogni
tion and practical operation of such a doctrine, there 
a.re those who maintain that the Court referred to and 
included the Slavery question within that class of 
forbidden powers which (although the same in the 'l'eni
tories as in the States) could not be exercised by the 
people of the Territories. 

If this proposition were true, which fortunately for the 
peace and Tl'elfare of the whole country it is not, the 
conclusion would inevitably result, which they logically 
deduce from the premises-that the Constitution by the 
recognition of Slavery establishes it in the 'l'erritones 
beyond the power of the people to control it by law, 
and guarantees to every citizen the right to go there 
and be protected in the enjoyment of bis sbve 
property ; and when all other remedies fail for the 
protection of such rights of property, it becomes the 
imperative duty of Congress (to the performance of 
which ev!'ry member is bound by his conscience and his 
oath, and from which no consideration of IJO!itical policy 
or expediency can release him) to provide by law such 
adequate and complete protection as is essential to the 
enjoyment of an important right secured by the Consti
tution. lf the prorxisition be true, that the Constitution 
es tablishes Slavery in the ~'erritories beyond the power 
of the people legally to control it, anot11er result no Jess 
startling, and from which there is no escape, must inevi· 
tably follow. '!'he Constitution is uniform "everywhere 
within the dominions of the United States"-is the same 
in Pennsylvania as in Kansas-and if it be true, as 
stated by the President in a special message to Congress, 
"tha.t Slavery exists in Kansas by virtue of the Consti· 
tution of the United Stat.es," and that "Kansas is there
fore at this moment as mu~h a Slave State as Georgia or 
South Carolina," why does it not exist in Pcnnsyh ania 
by virtue of the same Constitntion? 

If it be said that Pennsylvania is a sovereign State, and 
therefore has a right to regulate the Slal'Cry que tion 
within her own limits to suit herself, it must be borne in 
mind that the sovereignty of Pennsylvania, like Llmt of 
every other State, is limited by the Constitution, which 
provides that: 

"This Constitution, and all law·s of the United Sl.iitr.s which 
shall be made in pursuance ther<•of, and all tn•ati<-s mnde, or 
which shall be mnde, under the autl10rily or llw l'nite<l btates, 
shall be the suJlreme lwc of the /u.,,,z, aud the JtHl<:<'S 1n (:\·ery 
State shall be bound thereby, <tnJ1tM11g fa the l'ouotitution or 
lalcS of any State to the contrary notu itlt(:,w1u.ling." 

H ence the State of Pennsylrnnia, with her Constitution 
and Jaws' and domestic institutions, and internal policy, 
is subordinate to the Constitution of the United States, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as the 'l'erritory 
of Kansas. The Kansas-Nebraska .Act says tbat tlJe Ter
ritory of Kansas shall exercise legislatiYe power O\'er "all 
rightful subjects of legislation conoistent \Tith the Consti
tution " and that the people of said Tenitory shall be left 
"perf~ctly free to form and r egulate their domestic insti
tutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States." 'l'he provisions of this act are be
lieved to be in entire harmony with the Constitution, and 



140 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

under them the people of Kansas possess every right, I only recognizes the right of property in slaves, as stated 
privileo-e n,nd immunity in respect to their internal polity by the Court, but explicitly states what class of persons 
'l.nd do~~stic relations ~vhich the people of Pennsylvania shall be deemed slaves, and under what laws or authority 
can exercise under th~ir Constitution and laws. Each is they may be held to servitude, and under what circum
invested with full complete and exclusive powers in this stances fugitive slaves shall be restored to their owners, 
respect, "subject' only to the Constitution of the United all in the same section, as follows: 
States." 

'rhe question recurs, then, if the Constitution does estab
lish Slavery in Kansas or any other 'rerritory beyond the 
power of the people to control it by law, how can the con
clusion be resisted that Slavery is established in like man
ner and by tile same authority in all the States of the 
Union? And if it be the imperative duty of Congress to 
provide by law for the protection of slave pro12ert1 in the 
Territories upon the ground that" Slavery exists m Kan
sas" (and consequently in every other Territory) "by 
virtue of the Constitution of the United States," why is it 
not also the duty of Congress, for the same reason, to pro
vide similar protection to slave property in all the States 
of the Union, when the legislatures fail to furnish such 
protection? 

Without confessing or attempting to avoid the inevitable 
consequences of their own doctrine, its advocates endeavor 
to fortify their position by citing the Dred Scott decision 
to proYe that the Constitution recognizes property in 
slaves-that there is no legal distinction between this and 
every other description of property-that slave property 
and every other kind of property stand on an equal foot
ing-that Congress has no more power over the one than 
over the other-and, consequently, cannot discriminate 
between them. 

Upon this point the Court say: 

"Now as we have already said in an earlier part of this 
opinion, upon a dilrerent point, the rig)lt of property in a slave 
is distinctly arnl expressly anlrmcd in the Constitution. · 
And if the Constitution recognizes the right of property of the 
master in a slave, aud makes no distinction between that des· 
cription of property and other property owned by a citizen, 
no tribunal acting Lmdcr the attthority of the United States, 
whether it be legislative, executive or judicial, has a right lo 
draw such a distinction, or deny to it the benefit of the pro
visions and gmuanlies which have been provided for the pro
tection of private pcoperty against the encroachments of the 
government. . . . . . Auel the government in express 
terms is pledgetl to protect iL in all future time, if the slave 
escapes from his oicner. This is done in plain words-too 
plain- lo be understood. .A.nd no word can be found 
in the Constitution 'vhich gives Congress a greater power 
over slave property, or which entitles properly of that kind to 
le.ss protection than property of any other description. The 
onlv power conferred is the power couplecl with the duty of 
gua'.rding and protecting the owner in his rights." 

The rights of the owner, which it is thus made the duty 
of the Federal Government to guard and protect, arc those 
expressly providccl for in the Constitution, and defined in 
clear and explicit language by the Court-that "the gov
ernment, in express terms, is pledged to protect it (slave 
property) in all future time, •if the &l(J//)e escapesfi·om his 
owner." 'rhis is the only contingency, according to the 
plain reading of the Constitution, as authoritatively inter
preted by the Supreme Court, in which the Federal Gov
ernment is authorized, required, or permitted to interfere 
with Slavery in the States or Territories; and in that case 
only for the purpose "of guarding and protecting the 
owner in his rights" to reclaim his slave property. In all 
other respects slaves stand on the same footing with all 
other property-" the Constitution makes no distinction 
between that description of property and other property 
owned by a citizen;" and "no word can be found in the 
Constitution which gives Congress a greater powet over 
slave property, or which entitles property of that kind to 
less protection than property of any other description." 
This is the basis upon which all rights pertaining to slave 
property, either in the States or the Territories, stand 
under the Constitntion as expounded by the Supreme 
Court in the Drecl Scott case. 

Inasmuch as the Constitution has delegated no power 
to the Federal Government in respect to any other kind 
of property belonging to the citizen-neither introducing, 
establishing, prohibiting, nor excluding it anywhere within 
the dominion of the United States, but leaves the owner 
thereof perfectly free to remove into any State or Terri
tory, and carry his property wit!1 him, and hold the same. 
subject to the local law, ancl relyrng ~pon the local .a~1thor
ities for protection it follow~, accordrng to the dec1s10n of 
the Court that sla~c property stands on the same footing, 
is entitled to the ~>tme rio·hts and immunities, and, in like 
manner, is dependent up~n the local authorities and Jaws 
for protection. 

'rhe Court refer to that clame of the Constitution which 
provides for the rendition or fugitive slaves as their 
authority for s8ying th,tt "the right of property in slaves 
is distinctly ancl expressly nffinne<l in the Constitution." 
By reference to th>Lt. prodsion, it will be seen that, while 
the word "shtves" is not used, still the Constitution not 

"No person held lo service or labor in one State, under the 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of 
any law or reg1tlaLion therein, be discharged from such ser
vice or labor, but shall be cleli>ered up on claim of the party 
to whom such sen·ice or labor may be due." 

Thus it will be seen that a slave, within the me>1ning of 
the Constitution, is a "person helcl to service or labor in 
one State, wnder· the laws thereo.("-not under the Con
stitution of the United States, nor by the laws thereof, nor 
by virtue of any federal authority whatsoever, bnt under 
the laws of the particular State where such service or 
labor may be due. 

It was necessary to give this exact definition of Slavery 
in the Constitution in order to satisfy the people of the 
South as well as of the North. 'l'he slaveholding States 
would never consent for a moment that their domestic re
lations-and especially their right of property in their 
slaves-should be dependent upon Federal authority, or 
that Congress should have any power over the subject
either to extend, confine, or restrain it, much less to pro
tect or regulate it-lest, under the pretense of protection 
and regulation, the Federal Government, under the influ
ence of the strong and increasing anti-slavery sentiment 
which prevailed at that period, might destroy the institu
tion, and divest those rights of property in slaves which 
were sacred under the laws and constitutions of their re
spective States so long as the Federal Government had no 
power to interfere with the subject. 

In like mar.ner, the non-slaveholding States, while they 
were entirely willing to provide for the surrender of all 
fugitive slaves-as is conclusively shown by the unanimous 
vote of all the States in the Convention for the provision 
now under consideration-and to leave each State per
fect.ly free to hold slaves under its own laws, and by virtue 
of its own separate and exclusive anthority, so long as it 
pleased, and to abolish it when it chose, were unwilling to 
become responsible for its existence by incorporating it 
into the Constitution as a national institntion, to be pro~ 
tected and regulated, extended and controlled by Federal 
authority, regardless of the wishes of the people, and in 
defiance of the local laws of the several States and Terri
tories. For these opposite reasons, the Southern and 
Northern States united in giving a unanimous vote in the 
Convention for that provision of the Constitution which 
recognizes Slavery as a local institution in the several 
States where it exists, "under the la11·s thereof," and pro
vides for the surrender of fugitive slaves. 

It will be observed that the term " State" is used in 
this provision, as well as in various other parts of the Con
stitution, in the same sense in which it was used by l\Ir. 
Jefferson in his plan for establishing governments for the 
new States in the territory ceded and to be ceded to the 
United States; and by l\Ir. l\Iadison in his proposition t~ 
confer on Congress power" to institute temporary govern
ments for the new States arising in the unappropriated 
lands of the United States," to designate the political 
communities, Territories as well as Sta.tes, within the do
minion of the United States. 'l'he word "States" is used 
in the same sense in the ordinance of the 13th July, 1787, 
for the government of the Territory northwest of the river 
Ohio, which was passed by the remnant of the Congress of 
the Confederation, sitting in New York while its most emi
nent members were at Philadelphia, as delegates to the 
Federal Convention, aiding in the formation of the Consti
tution of the Unitecl States. 

In this sense the word" States" is used in the clause pro
viding for the rendition of fugitive slaves, applica\Jle to 
all political communities under the authority of the United 
States, including the Territories as well as the several 
States of the Union. Under any other construction, the 
right of the owner to recover his slave would be restricted 
to the States of the Union, leaving the Territories a secure 
place of refoge for all fugitives. The same remark is ap
plicable to the clause of the Constitution which provides 
that" a person charged in any Stnte with treason, felony, 
or other crime, who shall flee from jnstice, and be found in 
cinother State, shall, on the demanr! of the executive au
thority of the State from which he fled, be cleliverecl up to 
he removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime." 
Unless the term State, as used in these provisions of the 
Constitution, shall be construed to include every distinct 
political communitr under the jnrisdiction of the United 
States, :rnd to apply to 'l'erritories as well as to the States 
of the Union, the Territories must become a sanctuary for 
all the fugitives from service and justice, for all the felons 
and criminals who shall escape from tlte several State' 
and seek refuge and immunity in the Territories. 
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If any other illustration were necessary to show that I not only to the presern1tion of property, but to the peace of 
the political communities which we now call 'l'erritories the Territory. It will leave lhe rigbt to.make such µolir'e 
(b t 11· I d · th h 1 · d f th C f d r regulanons as are necessary to prnvem msorder, and wluch 

u w IC 1, un:ig e W O e pe_:i.o ? e on e era !OD I will be .absolutely. necessary .with sucll property. as t.hat LO 
and the formation of the Constitut10n, were always re- secure Its beneficial use to us owner. \\Ith thls brief ex
ferred to as "States" or "new States"), are recognized planation I submit the amendment." 
as . "States" in some of th~ provisions of the .Consti- l\fr. Clay in reply to Mr. Davis said: 
tut10n they may be found m those clauses which de- ' ' 

l 'ti t " "'t t " h ll t · t "t t lli "I am not perfectly snrc lh<tt I comprehend the full mt'lln· 
c are la no IJ• a_ e s a en er ID_ 0 any rea Y, a - ing of the amendment otrercd uy the ~enator from J\lissi.>sippi. 
an.ce, or c.onfederat10n; v·ai;it letters ~f marque and .re- If I do, I think he Hccomplishes nothing by striking out the 
pnsal: com money; emit bills of credit; make anythmg clause now in the bill and iuS<.' rting thaL which he proposes to 
but gold ftnd silver coin a tender in payment of debts; insert .. 'l'he clause now in the uill .is, that the. Terri torial 
pass any bill of attainder, llW post facto Jaw, or law im- leg1slat10u. sh.all not ~xtend lo n;nylhrnli' respectmli' African 
pairino- the oblio-ation of contracts or grant any title of Slavery wuhin the 'l.erriLory. .lhe ellect of ;ma1p111g. the 

•• 
0 

,, 
0 

' clause as reported by the ColllIDILlee will be this : 'l hat 1f m 
nobility. . . • any of the 'l.'erriLOries 8lavery now exists, it shall not be al;ol-

It must be borne m mmd that m each of these cases !shed by the Territorial Leaislature · and if in any of the 'l.' er
where the power is not expressly delegated to Congress ri tories Slavery does not ntfw exist, iL cannot be introduced by 
the prohibition is not imposed upon the Federal Govern- the 'i'erriLOrial Legislature. '!.'he clause itself was imroduced 
ment, but upon the States. There woo no necessity for into the bill by the. Committee lbr the vurpose or t_Ying. up !he 
any such prohibition upon Congress or the Federal Go- hands of the 'ferr1tor1al Legislature 111 r espect to ki;1slalrng 

. h · · at all, one way or the other, upon the subJect of A!ncan 1:-la-
vernment, fo~ the I eason .tha~ t e OIDISS'.on to deleg~t~ ~ny very. lt was intended to leave the legislation and the law of 
such powers m t~e Constitution was of itself a proh1b1t10n, the respective 'l.'errilories in the condition in which the Act 
and so declared m express terms by the 10th amendment, will find them. I stated on a former occasion that I did not, 
which declares that "the powers not delegated to the in Connnittee, vote for the m:nendment to insert . the dause, 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to t~ongh it was proposed to be u.nroduced by a maJonty of the 
the States are reserved to the States respectively or to <-;:omnuttee. I attached very little consequence. 10 IL at the 

',, ' lime, and I attach very lltlle lo It at prcseut. It 1s perhaps of 
the peopl~. . . no particular importance whatever. Now, sir, if I under-

Hence .1t :vould certai:ily be competent for the States stand the measure proposed by tbe Senator from llfississippi, 
and 'l'erntories to exercise these powers but for the pro- it aims at the same thing. I do not understand him as propos
hibition contained in those provisions of the Constitution; ing that if any one shall carry slaves into the 'l'erritory
and inasmuch as the prohibition only extends to the although by the la~vs of the 'J errilory he. cannot take them 
"States "the people of the" Territories" are still at liberty I here-the Le.g1slauve hands of tlrn 'l'errttonal government 

. !· . · · . . 'hould be so lied as LO prevent it saymg he shall not euJOY the 
~o exercllie them, un~es~ the Territo;1es are mcluded."'.1th- fruits of their labor. u the Senator from Mississippi means 
m the term States, w1tbm the meallillg of these provIS10ns to say that-" 
of the Constitution of the United States. Mr Davis. 

It only r emains to be shown that the Compromise l\lea- " 1 do mea~ to say it." 
sures of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 are in 
perfect harmony with, and a faithful embodiment of, the llir. Clay: 
principlE:s herein enforced. A brief history of these mea- "If the object of the Senator is lo provide that slams Illil.Y 
sures will disclose the principles upon which they are be introduced into the Territory contrary to the /e.i; Ioli, and, 
rounded. being introduced, nothing shall be done by the Legislature to 

impair the rights of o'Yners to hold the slaves thus brought 
On the 29th of January, 1850, l\Ir. Clay introduced into contrary to the local laws, I certuinly cannot wte for it. lu 

the Senate a series of re olut.ions upon the Slavery ques- doing so I shall repeat again the expression of opillion which 
tion which were intended to form the basis of the subse- I announced at an early periotl of lhe session." 
quent legislation upon that subject. Pending the discus- Here we find the line distinctly drawn between those who 
sion of these resolutions, the chairman of the Committee on contended for the right to carry slaves into the 'l'erritones 
'l'erritories prepared and reported to the Senate, on the and hold them in defiance of tlrn local law, and those who 
25th of l\Iarch, two bills-one for the admission of Califor- contended that such right was subject to the local law of 
nia into the Union of States, and the other for the organi- the Territory. During the progress of the discuss.ion on 
zation of the 'l'erritories of Utah and New Mexico, and for the same day, l\Ir. DaYis, of J\lississippi, said; 
the adjustment of the disputed boundary with the State 
of Texas, which were r ead twice and printed for the use 
of the Senate. On the l!)th of April a select committee of 
thirteen was appointed, on motion of l\Ir. Foote, of llliss
issippi, of which l\lr. Clay was made chairman, and to 
which were referred all pending propositions relating to the 
slavery question. On the 8th of l\fay, l\Ir. Clay, from the 
select committee of thirteen, submitted to the Serate an 
elaborate report covering all the points in controversy, 
accompanied by a bill which is usually known as the 
" Omnibus J3ill." By reference to the provisions of this 
bill, as it appears on the files of the Senate, it will be 
seen that it is composed of the two printed bills which bad 
been reported by the Committee on Territories on the 
25th of March previous ; and that the only material 
change in its provisions, involving an important and es
sential principle, is to be found in the tenth section, which 
prescribes and defines the powers of the 'l'erritorial Legis
lature. In the bill, as reported by the Committee on Ter
ritories, the legislative power of the Territories extended 
to " all rightful subjects of legislatiou consistent with the 
Constitution of the United State~," without eroceptin(J 
.Af1'ican Slavel'y; while the bill, as reported by the com
mittee of thirteen, conferred the same power on the Terri
torial Legislature, with the eroception of .Aft'ican Sta
'Very. This portion of the section in its original form read 
thus: 

"And be it further e:nacted that the Legislative power of the 
Territory shall extend to all Pightful subjects of legislation 
consistent with the Constitution of the Untled States and the 
provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed interfering 
with the primary disposition of the soil." 

To which the committee of thirteen added these words; 
"Nor in respect to .Aj1ican Sla//!ery." When the bill 
came up for action on the 15th of May, llfr. Davis, of Mis
sissippi, said: 

"I offer the following amendment. To strike out, iu the 
sixt.h line of the tenth section, the words 'in re.1p&:i to African 
Slavery,' and insert the words, '1cith those 1'ights of property 
growing out of the institution of African Slavery as it exists in 
any of the States of the Union.' The object of the amendment 
is to prevent the Territorial L egislaturP. from legislating 
against the rights of property growing out of the Institution 
of Slavery ...• , . It will leave to the Territorial Legisla
tures those rights and powers which are es.seniially n<:ce~sary, 

"We are giving, or proposing to give, a government to a 
Territory, which act rests upon the basis or our right to make 
such provision. We suppose we ha,,e a righ t to confer 
power. If so, we may mark out the limit to which they may 
legislate, and are bound not to confer power beyond that 
which exists in Congress. If we gi\·e them power lo legislate 
beyond that, we commit a fraud or usurpation, as it may be 
done openly, covertly, or indirectly." 

To which l\Ir. Clay replied ; 
Now, sir, I only repeat what I bave had occasion lo say bP

fore, that while I am willing to stand aside and make no lq~!s
lative enactment one way or the otlw1·-to lay off the Ten·tto 
rics without the Wilmot Proviso, on the one ltaml, with which 
I understand we are threatened, or without an attempt 10 
introduce a clause for the introduction of 8hwcry into the 
Tenitories-while I am for rejecting hoth the one and the 
other I am content that the law as it exists sh.all pre,·au; and 
if the~·e be any diversity of opimon as to what iL means, I am 
willing that it "shall be settled by the highest judicial authority 
of the country. While I am content thus to abide the result, I 
must say that I cannot vote for any express provision recogniz
ing the right to carry sla,·es U1cre." 

To which Mr. Davis rejoined, that-
"It is said our Revolution grew out of a preamble ; and I 

hope we have something of the same character or the hardy 
men of the Hevolulion who first commenced the war with the 
mother country-something of the spirit of that bold Yankee 
who said he had a right to go to Concord, and that go be would ; 
and who, in the maintenance of that right, met his death at 
the hands of a British sentinel. Now, sir, if our right to carry 
slaves into these Territories be a constitutional right, it Is our 
first duty lo maintain it." 

Pending the discussion which ensued, l\lr. Davis, at the 
suggestion of friends, modified his amendment from time 
to time, until it assumed the following shape; 

"Nor to introduce or exclude African Slavery. Pro
vided that nothing herein contained shall be construed so 
as to prevent said 'l'erritorial Legislature from passing 
such laws as may be necessary for 1he prolccllon of the 
rights of property of every kind which may have been, 
or may be hereafter, conformably to the Constitution 
of the United States, held in or iutroduced into said 'l'erti· 
tory." 

To which, on the same day, Mr. Chase, of Ohio, offered 
the following amendment: 

"Provided further, That nothing herein contained shall bo 
construed as authorizing or permitting the introduction of 
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Slavery or the holding of persons as properly within said Tor-\ ·which wa~ rejected-Yeas, 23; Nays, 33 . . 
ntory." \ After various other ;uncndmems had been oITered and 

Upon these amendments-the one affirming the Pro- [ voted upon-all relating to the power of the '.l.'e1Titorial 
Slavery, and the other the Anti-Slavery position, in oppo- 1 Legisbture OHr Slavery-Mr. Douglas moved to strike out 
sition to the right of the people of the '£erritories to de- : all relating to Afrkan Slavery, so that the 'l'erritorial Le
cide the Slavery question for themselves-Mr. Douglas said: gislaturc shoulcl h;11-e the same power 01·er that r1uestion 

"The position that I have ever taken has been, that this, as over lLll other rightful sulJj ects of legi;btion co1bbtent 
and all other questions relating to the domestic affair; and with the Constitutiou-wliich :1rnendrnent was rejected. 
domestic policy of the Territories, ought to be left to the cleci- After tile r ejection or this amendment, tlie cli:;cussion was 
sion of the peoplP, themsell'es; and th<it we ought to be con- r enewed \\·ith great abilit,Y aml depth of reeling in respect 
tent with wh<itever way they m<iy decide the question, lwcause to the powers which the Territorial J...e,,bLtrnre ,[J0 ult! ex-
they have "' much deep e l' inter est in these matters ihau we · I 1 · i· 'l \ . · · · 
have, and know much better what inslitn tions suit them than ercise up on t le su )j~ct 0 :::; a very. a«l0Ltc· propos1llot:ls 
w e, "·ho have never been there, can decide for them. I would were made, and amendments offered and rejected-all re
therefore have much preferred that that portion of the bill lating to this one controverted point-when ~Ir. Norris, of 
should havp re1miined as it was r eported from the Committee Ne11--liam]Jshire, renewed the motion of Mr. Dougla,,, to 
on 'l'erritories, with no µrovision on the subject of :Ola\'ery, strike out the re,triction on rhe Territorial l.. egblature in 
the one way or the other. An cl I do hope yet that that clause reopect. to African Slavery. On the 81st of July ti.is 
will be s tricken out. I :i.m satisfied, sir, that it gives no sLrPngth amendment was adoiJted by a vote of :33 to rn-restoriug 
to the bill. I am satisfied, even if it did give strength to It, 
that it ought not to be there, because it is a violation ofp,.inci- this section of the I.Jill to the form in which it was reported 
pie-a violation of th:i.t principle upon which "-e have all from tile Committee on '.l.'erritories on the ~5th of March, 
nstcd our defense of the course we have taken on this ques- and couferring on the Territorial Legislature power 01·er 
tion. I do not see how those or us who have taken the posi- "all rightful subjects of legislation con;ident with the 
tion we have taken-that of non-intervention-and have argued ConstituLion of the United States," 1titlwut emcepti11 g 
in favo1· or the right of the people to legislate for themsefres , · . 
on this ques<ion, can support such a prol"ision without aban- 11Jri,·an ;:Jt i·very, 
donlng all the arguments which we used in the Presideutial Thus terminated this great struggle in the affirrnance of 
campaign in the year UHS, and the principles set forth by the t11e principle, as the basis of the Compromi,;e .\l easures of 
honorable Senator from Michigan (Mr. Cass) in that lettet· 1S0ll, so far as they rcllLted to the organization of the 'l'er
which is known as the 'Nicholson Letter. ' We are required ritories, that the people of the Territor·ie8 81umtd rlecide 
to abandon that platform; we are required to abandon Lhose the Slai•ei-y qi•e8tionf<H them8etuad through the action 
principles, and to stultify ourselves, and to adopt the opposite 
doctrine-and for what 1 In order to say that the people of the of their· Territorial Leoi.,la tt•r·e. 
Territories shall not have such institutions u.s thPy shltll deem '.!.'his controverted question hal"ing- been definitely set
adapted to their condition a11d their uants. I do not see, sir, tied, the Senate proceeded on the satne d.ty to con~ider the 
how such a provision can be acceptable either to the people other portions of the hill, and after striking out all except 
of the North or the South." those proYisions which provider! for tlte organization of the 

Upon the question of how many inhabitants a Territory 'rerritory of Utah, ordered the bill to be engrossed for a 
should contain before it should be formed into a political third r eading, and on the ne).t day-August l, 1~50-the 
community with the rights of self-government, l\fr, Doug- bill was read a third time, ancl passed. 
las said: On the l±th of August the bill for the organization of the 

"The Senator from llfississipp! puts the question to me as to 
what number of people there must be in a Territory before 
this right to govern themselves accrues, Without determining 
the precise number, I will assume that the right ought to 
accrue to the people at the moment they have enough to con
stitute a government; and, sir, the bill assumes that there are 
people enough there to require a government, and enough to 
authoriw the people to govern themselves .... , . Your 
bill concedes that a representative government is necessary
a gO\'ernment founded upon the principles of popular sove
r eignty and the right of a people to enact their own litws; and 
for this reason you give them a Legislature composed of two 
branches, like the Legishitures of the different States and 
'l'erritories of the Union. Yon confer upon them the right to 
legislate on 'all rightful subjects of legislation,' except 
n egroes. Why except negroes? Why except African Sla
very 1 If the inhabitants are competent to govern themse!l·es 
upon all other subjects, and in reference to all other cl~scrip
tions of property-if they are competent to make laws a11d 
determine the relations between husband and wife, and prt
rent and child, and municiµal laws affecting the righ ts an<l 
property of citizens generally, they are competem also to 
make laws lo govern themselves in relation to Sla\'ery and 
negroes.'' 

·with reference to the protection of property in slaves, 
l\Ir. Douglas said : 

" I have a word to say to the honorable Senator from Mis
sissippi (.\fr. Davis). He insists that I am not in fd.rnr of pro
tecting property, and that his amendment is otl(;red for the 
purpose of protecting property under the Constitution. Now, 
sir, I ask you what auth0rity he has for assuming that? Do I 
not desire lo protect property because I wish to allow the 
people to pass such laws as they deem proper r e<pecling 
their rights to property wiLhout any exception? Ile might 
just as well say that I am opposed LO protecting property in 
merchandise, in steamboats, in catlle, in real esLate, as to say 
that I am opposed lo protecting property of any other 
description; for I desire to put them all on an equality, and 
allow the people to make their own laws in respect to the 
whole of them." 

l\Ir. Cass said (referring to the amendments offered by 
Mr. Davis and l\Ir. Chase): 

"Now, with respect to the amendments, I shall vote 
against them both; and then I sball vote in favor of strikin~ 
out the restriction in the bill upon the power of the Territorial 
go,-ernmenls. I shall do so upon this ground. I was opposed, 
as the honorable Scnrttor from Kentucky has declared he was, 
to the insertion of this prohibition by the Committee. I con
sider it inexpedient and nnr.onstitutiorial. I have already 
stated my b!'lief that the rightful power of internal legislation 
in the Territories belongs to the people." 

After further discussion the vote was taken by yeas and 
nays on the amendment of Mr. Chase, and decided in the 
negative: Yeas, 25; Nays, 30. The question recurring on 
the amendment of Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, it was also 
rejected: Yeas, 25; Nuys, 30. Whereupon l\Ir. Sewar_ll 
offered the following amendment : 

"Neither Slavery nor. involuntary servitude, otherwise 
th an by conviction for crime, shall ever be allowed in either 
of said Territ-0ries of Utah and New ll!exico." 

Territory of New-Mexico was taken up, and amended so 
as to conform fully to the proYbions of tl1e Utah Act in re
spect to the power of the '.1.'errito1fal Legislature over "lLll 
rightful subj·"cts of legislation consbte11t with the Consti
tution,'' without excl'pting African Slavery, and was or
dered to be engrossed for a third reading without a tlivi
sion; and on tlle next day the bill \ras passed-Yeas, 27; 
Nays, 10. 

'l'hese two bills were sent to the House of Representa
th·es, and passed that bocly without any alteration in re
spect to the power of the Territorial Legisl;~ture; over the 
subject of SllLvery, and were approved by l'reoident l"ill
more, September 9, 1S50. 

In 18,)2, when the two great political parties-Whig and 
Democrat ic-into which the couqtry was then uivided, as
sernbled in National Convention at Baltimore for the pur
pose of nominating candidates for the Presidency and 
\"ice-Prcsiclency, each Convention adopted and allfrmed 
the princi1il es em!Jodied in the Compromise Measures of 
1:,5' as rules of action by which they would be go>·erncd in 
all future cases in tlie organization of TerriLDrial govern
ments and the admission of new States. 

On the 4th of January, 1~54, the Committee on Territo
ri es, of the Senate, to which had been rer~rred a bill for 
the org:i.nization of the '.l.'erritory of ~ eilraska, reported 
th e bill back, with an amenrlmcnt, in the form of a wl.isti
tute for the entire bill, which, with some modifications, is 
now known on the statute book as the "Kansas-:\'ebraska 
Act," accompanied by a Report explaining the principles 
upon which it was proposed to organize tltose Territories, 
as follows: 

"The principal amendments which your Committee deem it 
their duty to commend to the farnrable action of the ~e1,ate, in 
a special report, are those in which the principles c1stablished 
by the Compromise Measures of l&iO, so far a8 they al'e appli
cable to territorial organizations, are propo ed to be am rm eel 
and carried into practical operation within the limits of U1e 
new Te1Tilory. The wisdom of those .measures is attested, 
not less by their salutary and beneficial effects in allrtying sec
tional agitation and restoring peace and h:.irn1ony to an irri
tated and distracted people, than by the cordial and almost 
universal approbation with which they have been received and 
sanctioned by the whole country. 

"In the judgment of your Committee, those measures were 
intended to have a far more comprehensive and enduring 
effect than the mere adjustment of the difilcultiPs arising out 
of the recent acquisition of Mexican terriwry. They were de
signed to establish certain great principles, which would not 
only furnish adequate remedies for existing evils, bnt, !u rtll 
time to come, avoid the perils of a similar agitation, by with
drawing tl!e question of Slavery from the Halls of Congress 
and the political arena, and commtiling it tu the arbitrament of 
those who were immediately interested in and alone responsi
ble for its consequences. With a view of conforming their 
action to the settled policy of the Government, sanctioned by 
the approving voice of the American people, your Committee 
have deemed it their duty lo incorporate and perpetuate, in 
their territorial bill, the principles and spirit of those 
measures." 



MR. DOUGLAS OX POPULAR SOVEREIG~TY. 

After presenting and reviewing certain provisions of the I of Congress, and hecame the law of the land by the ap-
bill, the Committee conclude as follows: proval of the President, lllay 3 ', 1854. 

"From th"S•'prodsions it is apparent that the Compromise I In 18~6, the ~.em.ocrat!c r:arty, asseml1led i~ National 
Measures of lt.'>0 allirm and rest upon the followitw propo- Convention at Cmcmnat1, declared by a unammous vote 
sitions: 

0 

of the delegates from every State in the Union, that-
.. · Fii.t.-That all questions pertaining to Slaverv in the 

Terrnol"ies, '"HI in the new i:itatcs to be formed therefi=om are "The American Democracy recognize and adopt the prin
to l.Jc lvft to the decision of the people residing therei~ by ciples contained in the organic laws estal.Jlishing the Tcrri
their appropri,ttc re)Jresentatirns to be chosen uy them' for tories of Kansas and Nebraska as embodying the only sound 
that purpose. and safe solmion of the' Slavery question,' upon which the 
. "• .Seo:ond.-'l'hat all cases involving title to slares and qnes- great natio.nal idea o_f the people o.f this whole country can 

ttons of personal freedom, are referred to the adjudication of repose rn its determmed conservausm of the Umon-non
the local trilrnuals, with the right of appeal to the i:iupreme inJ,erference by Congress with Slavery m Stale and Territory, 
Court of the United '-!ates. or in the District of tJolumbia; 

"' TltiTd.-That the provision of the Constitution of the "That this was the basis of the Compromises of 1850, con-
United i:itates in respect to fugiti>-es from sen•ice, is to be car- firmed by both the Democratic and "\Yhig parties in National 
ried into faithrul execution in all the or"anized Territories the Convent10ns-ratified by the people in the election of 1852-
same as in the States. The substitute

0
for the bill which )·our and rightly applied to the organization of the Territories .in 

Committee ha\·e )Jre)Jared, and which is commendccl tu the 1854; That by the uniform application of this Democratic 
fa,·orable action of the Senate, proposes t0 carrv these pro- principle to the organization of Territories and to the admlS
positions and principles into practical operation, in the precise sion of new States, with or '.Vilhout domestic Slave_ry as they 
language of the Compromise Measures oflEoO.',, may elect, the equal rights of all will be presen·ed mtact-the 

By reference to that section of the " Kansas-Nebraska 
Act" as it now stands on the statute book, which pre
scribed and defined the power of the Territorial Legisla
ture, it will be seen that it is, "in the precise language of 
the Compromise lllcasures of 1&50." extending the legis
lative power of the •rerritory "to all rightful subjects of 
legislation consistent with the Constitution," without ex
cepting African Slavery. 

It having been suggested, with some plausibility, during 
the discussion of the bill, that the act of Con o-ress of 
March 6, lbZtl, prohibiting Slavery north of the" parallel 
of 36' 30' would deprive the people of the 'l'erritory of the 
power of regulating the Slavery question to suit themselves 
while they ·l10uld remain in a Territorial condition, and be
fore they should have the requisite population to entitle 
them to admission into the Union as a State, an amend
ment was prepared by the Chairman of the Committee, 
and incorporated into the bill to remove this obstacle to the 
free exercise of the principle of popular sovereignty in the 
Territory, while it remained in a '£erritorial condition, by 
repealing the said act of Congress, and declaring the 
true intent and meaning of alj. the friends of the bill in 
these words: 

"That the Constitution and all laws of the United States 
»·hich are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same furce 
an1l effect within the Territory as elsewhere within the United 
State~, except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the 
admission of ;'l[is;;ouri into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, 
which being inconsistent with the principle of non-interven
tion IJy Congress with Sla,·ery in the States and Territories, as 
recognized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
'Compromise ~foasures,' is hereby declared inoperatirn and 
>aid-it being the true intent ancl 1neaning of this act not to legis
late Slnrery info any Territory or Slate; nor lo exclude it ti.ere
from, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free lo fonn ancl 
r,·egnlute their· cfonu:f.;tir in . .,lilutioru: i.ntheir own way, subject only 
to the Coru,titution of the Unitecl States. 

original compacts of the Constitution maintained imiolate
-and the perpetuity and expansion of this l:nion insured to 
its utmost capacity of embracing in peace and harmony any 
future American State that may be constituted or annexed 
with a Republican form of government." 

In accepting the nomination of this Convention, Mr. 
Buchanan, in a letter dated June 16, 1856, said: 

"The agitation on the question of domestic Slavery has too 
long distracted and di\"ided the people of this Union, and 
alienated their affections from each other. This agitation has 
assumed many forms since its commencement, but it now 
seems to be directed chiefly lo the Territories ; and judging 
from its present character, I think we may safely anticipate 
that it is rapidly approaching a' finality.' The recent legis
lation of Congress respecting domestic Slavery, derived, as it 
has been, from the original and pure fountain of legitimate 
political po\\·et-, the will of the majority, promises, ere long, 
to allay the dangerous excitement. This legislation is founded 
upon principl~s as ancient as free government itself, and in 
accordance wiili them bas simply declared tbal the people of a 
Territory, like those of a State, sltaJl decide for themselve.• 
u;helhet Slacery shall or shall not exist 1cithin their limits." 

This exposition of the history of these measures shows 
conclusively that the authors of the Compromise Measures 
of 1850, and of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of JS,54, as well 
as the members of the Continental Congress of 177 4, and 
the founders of our system of goyernment subsequent to 
the Revolution, regarded the people of the Territories and 
Colonies as political communities which were entitled to a 
free and exclusive power of legislation in their Provincial 
Legislatures, where their representation could alone be 
preserved, in all cases of taxation and internal polity. 
'rhis right pertains to the people collectively as a law
abiding and peaceful community, and not to the isolated 
individuals who may wander upon the public domain in 
violation of law. It can only be exercised where there are 
inhabitants sufficient to constitute a government, and ca
pable of performing its various functions and duties-a 
fact to be ascertained and determined by Congrc~s. 

To which was added, on motion of Mr. Badger, the fol- Whether the number shall be fixed at ten, fifteen or 
lowing: twenty thousand inhabitants does not affect the principle. 

"Prodded, That nothing herein contained shall be coo- '£he principle, under our political system, is thot 1'vei-y 
strnrcl lo revi\'e or )Jut ia force any law or regulation whi<-h distinct politioat Com1mmity, loyal to the Constitution 
mH)' have existed prior lJ the act of the sixth of March, 1820 and ihe Union, is entitled to alt the i·ioht~, pl'ivileoes, 
either prol1•cting, establishing, of abolishing slavery." ' and immw1ities nj self-government in 1'espect to their 

In this form, and with this distinct understanding of its local concerns and internal polity, suujed only to the 
" true intent and meaning," the bill passed the two houses Constitution of the United State8. 
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SPEECH OF ABRAI-IA11 LINCOLN, OF ILLINOIS, 

Delive1·ecl at the Coopei· Institute, Monday, Feb. 27, 1860. 

MR. PRESIDENT AND FELLOW-CITIZENS OF NEW-YORK: 
The facts with which I shall deal this evening are mainly 
old and familiar; nor is there anything new in the gene
ral use I shall make of them. If there shall be any 
novelty, it will be in the mode of presenting the facts, 
and the inferences and observations following that 
presentation. 

In his speech, last autumn, at Columbus, Ohio, as 
reported in "'rhe New York Times,'' Senator Douglas 
said: 

"Our fathers, when they framed the Government un
der which we live, understood this question just as well, 
and even better than we do now." 

I fully indorse this, and I adopt it as a text for this 
discourse. I so adopt it because it furnishes a precise 
and an agreed starting point for a discussion between 
Republicans and that wing of Democracy headed by 
Senator Douglas. It simply leaves the inquiry: "What 
was the understanding those fatllers had of the question 
mentioned?" 

What is the frame of Government under which we 
live? 

The answer mus~ be: "The Constitution of the United 
States." That Constitution consists of the original, 
framed in 1787 (and under which the present Govern
ment first went into operation), and twelve subsequently 
framed amendments, the first ten of which were framed 
in 1789. 

Who were our fathers that framed the Constitution? 
I suppose the "thirty-nine" who signed the original 
instrument may be fairly called our fathers who framed 
that part of the present Government. It is almost 
exactly true to say they framed it, and it is altogether 
true to say they fairly represented the opinion and sen· 
timent of the whole nation at that time. 'l'heit· names, 
being familiar to nearly all, and accessible to quite all, 
n eed not now be' r epeated. 

I take these "thirty-nine," for the present, as being 
"our fathe rs who framed the Government under which 
we live." 

What is the question which, according to the text, 
those fathers understood just as well, and even better 
than we do now? 

It is this: Does the proper division of local from 
federal authority, or anything in the Constitution, forbid 
our Federal Government to control as to Slavery in our 
Federal 'l'erritories? 

Upon this, Douglas holds the affirmative, and Republi
cans the n egative. This affirmative and denial form an 
issue ; and this issue-this question-is precisely what 
the text declares our fathers understood better than we. 

Let us now inquire whether the "thirty-nine,'' or any 
of them, ever acted upon this question; and if they did, 
how they acted upon it-how they expi·essed that bet
ter understanding. 

In 1784--three years before the Constitution-the 
United States then owning the Northwestern Territory, 
and no other-the Congress of the Confederation had 
before them the question of prohibiting Slavery in thttt 
Territory· and four of the "thirty-nine," who afterward 
framed the Constitution were in that Congress, and 
voted on that question. Of these, Roger Sherman, 
Thomas l\Iilllin, and Hugh Williamson voted for the 
prohibition-thus showing that, in their understanding, 
no line dividing local from federal authority, nor anything 
else properly forbade the I•'ederal Government to con
trol' as to Slavery in Federal Territory. The other of the 
four-James l\Ic!Ienry-voted against the prohibition, 
showing that, for some cause, he thought it improper to 
vote for it. 

In 1787, still before the Constitution, but while tha 
Convention was in session framing it, and while the 
Northwestern 'ferritory still was the only Territory 
owned by the United States-the same question of pro
hibiting Slavery in the 'i'erritory ag'tin came before the 
Congress of the Confederation; and th1·ee more of the 
"thirty-nine" who afterward signed the Constitution, 
were in that Congress, and voted on the question. 'rhey 
were William Blount, William Few and Abraham Bald· 
win; and they ~JI voted for the prohibition-thus show 
ing that, in their understanding, no line dividing local 
from federal authority, nor anything else, properly 
forbids the Federal Government to control as to Slavery 
in federal territory. 'rhis time the prohibition became 
a law, being part of what is now well known as the 
Ordinance of '87. 
. The question of federal control of Slavery in the Ter

ritories, seems not to have been directly before the 
Convention which framed the original Constitution; and 
hence it is not recorded that the "thirty-nine," or any 
of them, while engaged on that instrument, expressed 
any opinion on that precise question. 

In 1789, by the first Congress which sat under the 
Constitution, an act was passed to enforce the Ordinance 
of '87, including the prohibition of Slavery in the North
western Territory. 'l'he bill for this act was repol"ted by 
one of the "thirty-nine,'' Thomas :Fitzsimmons, then a 
member of the House of Representatives from Pennsyl
vania. It went through all its stages without a word of 
opposition, and finally passed both branches without 
yeas and nays, which is equivalent to a un(Lnimous 
passage. In this Congress there were sixteen of t.he 
"thirty·nine" fathers who framed the original Constitu
tion. They were John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman, Wm. 
S. Johnson, Hoger Sherman, llobert l\Iorris, Thomas 
Fitzsimmons, William llew, Abrnham ]Jaldwin, Hufus 
King, William Patterson, George Clymef, Hichard Bas
sett, George Read, Pierce Butler, Daniel Carroll, James 
Madison. 

This shows that, in their understanding, no line 
dividing local from federal authority, nor anything in 
the Constitution, properly forbade Congress to prohibit 
Slavery in the federal territory; else both their fidelity 
to correct principle, and their oath to support the Con
stitution, would have constrained them to oppose the 
prohibition. 

Again, George Washington, another of the "thirty
nine,'' was then President of the United States, and, as 
such, approved and signed the bill, thus completing its 
validity as a law, and thus showing that, iJ;1 ws under
standing, no line dividing local from federal authority, 
nor anything in the Constitution, forbade the Federal 
Government, to control as to Slavery in federal terri
tory. 

No great while after the adoption of the original 
Constitution, North Carolina ceded to the Federal 
Government the country now constituting the State of 
Tenn-essee ; and a few years later Georgiii. ceded that 
which now constitutes the States of l\lississippi and Ala
bama. In both deeds of cession it was made a condition 
by the ceding States that the Federal Government 
should not prohibit Slavery in the ceded country. 
Besides this, Slavery was then actually in the ceded 
country. Under these circumstances, Congress, on 
taking charge of these countries, did not absolutely 
prohibit Slavery within them. But they did interfere 
with it-take control of it-even there, to a certain 
extent. In 1798, Congress organized the Territory of 
MississippL In the act of organization they prohibited 
the bringing of Slaves into the Territory, from any place 
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without the United States, by fine, and giving freedom 
to slaves so brought. 'l'his act passed both branches of 
Congress without yeas and nays, In that Congress 
were three of the 11 thirt.y-nine" who framed the original 
Constitution. They were John Langdon, George Read 
and Abraham Baldwin. They all, probably, voted for 
it. Certainly they would have placed their opposition 
to it upon record, if, in their understanding, any line 
di vi ding loc<il from federal authority, or anything in the 
Constitution, properly forbade the Fedei-al Government 
to control as to Slavery in federal territory. 

In 1803, the ]'ederal Govermnent purchased the Louisi
ana country. Our former territorial acquisitions came 
from certain of our own Stat.es; but this Louisiana 
country was acquired from a foreign nation. In 1804, 
Congress gave a Territorial organization to that part or 
it which now constitutes the State of Louisiana. New 
Orleans, lying within that part, was an old and compara
tively large city. There were other considerable towns 
and settlements, and Slavery was extensively and 
thoroughly intermingled with the people. Congress did 
not, in the 'ferritorial Act, prohibit l:!l<1very; but they 
did interfere with it-tn,ke control of it-in a ruore marked 
and extensive way tlrnn they did in the case of Mississippi. 
'l'he substance of the provision therein made, in relation 
to slaves, was : 

First. 'l'hat no slave should be imported into the Ter
ritory from foreign parts. 

Second. 'l'hat no slave should be carried into it who 
had been imported into the United States since the first 
day of May, 1798. 

Third. 'l'hat no slave shall be carried into it except by 
the owner, and for his own use as a settler; the penalty 
in all the cases being a fine upon the violator of the law, 
and freedom to the slave. 

This act also was passed without yeas and nays. In 
the Congress which passed it, there were two of the 
"thirty-nine." Tliey were Abraham Baldwin and Joua
than Dayton. As stated in tne case of Mississippi, it is 
probable they both voted for it. 'l'hey would not have 
allowed it to pass without recording their opposition to 
it, if, in their understanding, it violated either the line 
proper dividing local from foderal authority or auy pro
vision of the Constitution. 

In 1819-20, came and passed the Missouri question. 
Many votes were taken, by yeas and nays, in both 
branches of Congress, upon the various phases of the 
general question. 'l'wo of the" thirty-nine"-Rufus King 
and Charles Pinckney-were members of that Congress. 
Mr. King £teadily voted for Slavery prohibition and 
against all compromises, while l\fr. Pinckney as steadily 
voted against Sl>tvery prohibition and against all compro
mises. By this llfr. King showed that, in his understand
ing, no line dividing local from federal authority, nor 
anything in the Constitution, was violated by Congress 
prohibiting Slavery in federal territory; while Mr. Pinck
ney, by his votes, showed that in his understanding there 
was sufficient reason for opposing such prohibition in 
that case. 

'l'he cases I have mentioned are the only acts of the 
"thirty-nine," or of any of them, upon the direct issue, 
which I have been able to discover. 

To enumerate the persons who thus acted, as beina four 
in 1784, three in 1787, seventeen in 1789, three in°1798 
t1vo in 1804, and two in 1819-20--tbere would be thirty~ 
one of them. llut this would be counting Jolin Langdon, 
Roger Sherman, William Few, Rufus Kmg, and George 
Read, each twice, and Abraham Baldwin four times. 'l'he 
true number of those of the "thirty-nine" whom I have 
shown to have acted upon the question, which, by the 
text they understood better than we, is twenty-three, 
leaving sixteen not shown to have acted upon it in any 
way. 

Here, then, we have twenty-three out of our" thirty
nine" fathers who framed the Government under which 
we lrve, who have, upon their official responsibility and 
their corporal oaths, acted upon the very question which 
the text affirms they 11 understood just li.S well, and even 
better than we do now;" and twenty-one of them-a 
clear majority of the whole "thirty-nine "-so acting up
on it as to make them guilt.y of gross political impropriety, 
and willful perjury, if, in their understanding, any proper 
division between local and federal authority, or anything 
in the Constitution they had made themselves, and sworn 
to support, for!Jade the Federal Government to control as 
to Slavery in the federal territories. 'l'hus the twenty
one acted ; and, as actions speak louder than words, "o 
actions under such responsibility speak still loude1·. 

Two of the twenty-three voted against Cong1·essional 
prohibition of Slavery in the federal Territories in the in
stances in which they acted upon the question. But for 
what reason they so voted is not known. '.!.'hey may have 
done so because they thought a proper division of local 

10 

from federal authority, or some provision or principle of 
the Constitution, stood in the way; or th ey may, without 
any such question, have voted against the prohibition, on 
what appeared to them to be sufficient g1 ounds of expe
diency. No one who has sworn to support the Constitu
tion, can conscientiously vote for what he understands 10 

be an unconstitutional measure, however expedient b~ 
may think it; but one may and ought to vote again,t. a 
measure which he deems constitutional, if, at the sat.1e 
time, he deems it inexpedient. It, therefore, would be 
unsafe to set down even the two who voted ag,.inst the 
prohibition, as having done so because, in their under
standing, any proper division of local from federal au
thority, or anything in the Constitution forbade the 
Federal Government to control as to Slavery in federal 
territory. 

The remaining sixteen of the "thirty-nine," so far as I 
have discovered, have left no record of th eir unuerstaud
iug upon the direct question of the control of Slavery in 
the federal territories. But there is much reason to be
lieve that their understanding ·upon that question would 
not have appeared different from that of their twenty
three compeers, had it been manifested at all. 

For the purpose of adhering rigidly to the text, I have 
purpos;!ly omitted whatever understanding may hal'e 
been manifested, by any person, however distinguished, 
other than the thirty-nine fathers who framed the original 
Constitution; and, for the same reason, I have also omit
ted whatever understanding may have been manifested 
by any of the 11 thirty ·nine" even, on any other phase of 
the general question of Slavery. If we should look into 
their acts and declarations on those other phases, as the 
foreign slave-trade, and the morality and policy of 
Slavery generally, it would appeat· to us that on· the di
rect question of federal control of Slavery in federal 
territories, the sixteen, if they had acted at all, would 
probably have acted just as the twenty-three did. 
Among that sixteen were several of the most noted anti
slavery men of those times-as Dr. Franklin, Alexander· 
Hamilton, and Gouverneur Morris-while there w<ts not . 
one now known to have been otherwise, unless it may be · 
John Rutledge, of South Carolina. 

'l'he sum of the whole is, that of our "th'rty-nine" 
fathers who framed the original Constitution, twenty
one-a clear majority of the whole-certainly understood. 
that no proper division of local from federal authority 
nor any part of the Constitution, forbade the Federa.l . 
Government to control Slavery in the federal ter1 itories, . 
while all the rest probably had the same understanding. 
Such, unquestionably, was the understanding of. our · 
fathers who framed the original Constitution; and the · 
text affirms that they understood the question better 
than we. 

But, so far, I have been considering the underst&nding 
of the question manifested by the framers of the original 
Constitution. In and by the original instrument, a .mode · 
was provided for amending it; and, as I have already 
stated, the present frame of Government unde<· which 
we live consists of that original, and twelve ame-ndatory 
articles framed and adopted since. Those who now. insist 
that federal control of iilavery in federal territories vio· 
!ates the Constitution, point us to the provision,; whicb 
they suppose it thus violates; and, as I understand, th ey 
all fix upon provisions in these amendato 1·y articles, and 
not in the original instrument. The Supreme Court, in 
the Dred Scott case, plant themselves upon, the fiftl.J 
amendment, which provides that "no person sh<.11! be de 
prived of propert.y without due process of law;" while· 
Senator Douglas and his peculiar adherents.plant them· 
selves upon the tenth amendment, providing. that" the · 
powers not granted by the Constitution, are reserved to 
the States respectively, and to the people." 

!\ow, it so happens that these amendments were framed . 
b:; the first Congress which sat under the Constitution
the identical Congress whioh passed the a.ct already men
tioned, enforcing the prohibition of Slavery in the north- 
western 'l'erritory. Not only was it tl1e. same Congress, 
but they were the identical, same indhtidual men, who, , 
at the same session, and at the same ti.me with in theses- · 
sion, had under consideration, and in, 11rogress to_ward . 
maturity, these Constitutional amendments, and this act 
prohibiting Slavery in all the 'l'erritG)j'Y the· nation, then 
owned. The Constitutional amendments were introduced : 
before, and passed after the act entorcing the Ordinance, 
of '87; so that during the whole j)en?ency of the act to , 
enforce the ordinance, the Const1tu\i.onal amendments . 
were also pending . 

1'hat Con"ress, consisting in all of seventy-six. mem·
bers includlng sixteen of the framers of the orig.inal.Con·
stitu1tion as before stated, were preeminently our faJ.hers 
\vho fradied that part of the Government under which we 
live, which. is now claimed as forbidding the Federal 
Government to control Sia very in the Federal '.l.'erritories. 
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It i& not a little presumptuous in any one at this day to I licans." In all your contentions with one another, each 
affirm tlrnt the two thing; which th<J.t Congress delibcr- of you deems an uncondHioual condemnatio;i of ".Black 
ately framed and t:arriec1 to mawri1y at the same t!me, Repu!Jlicanism" as the first thing to be attended to. In
ure absolutely rnc0nsistent with. eacl1 ot.lier? Ami does j deed such c.oi:idem?ation of ua seems to be an indllipensa
not sucl1 atlirmo.tion become impudently absurd when 

1 

ble prerequ1s1te-llcense, so to speak, among you to t e ad
couped with the other affirmation, from the same mouth, rrJtted ,)r permitted to speak at all. 
that those who did the two thinga alleged to be inconsis- N<:llv, can you, or not., be prevailed upon to pause and to 
r~ut understoocl whether they really were incon:;istent con~iJer whdLer this is riuite just to us, or even to your-
bdter than we-better than he who affirms I.hat tl1ey are selves? ' 
incunsistent? Bring forward your charges and specifications, and then 

Ir. is surely safe to assume that the "thirty· nine" be patient long enough to hear us deny or justify, 
framers of the original Constitution, a11d the seventy-six You S'1Y we are sectional. We deny it. 'l'hat makes an 
members of the Congres3 which framed r.he amendments issue: and the burden of proof is upon you. You pro
thereto, taken together, do certainly include those who duce your proof; and what is it? "' hy, that our party 
may be fairly called" our fathers who framed t.he Gov- has no existence in your section-gets 110 votes in your 
ernment under which we live." And so assuming, I section. 'l'he fact is substantially true; but. does it prove 
defy any man to show that any one of them ever, iu his the issue? If it does, then in case we should, without 
whole life, declared that, in his understauding, any change of principle, begin to get votes in your section, we 
proper division of local from federal authorit.y, or any should thereby cease to be sectional. You cannot escape 
part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal Govern· this conclusion; and yet, are you willing to abide by it? 
ment to control as to Slavery in the federal territories. If you are, you will probably soon find that we have 
I go a step further. I defy any one to show that any ceased to be sectional, for we shall get vot.es in your sec
li ving man in the whole world ever did, prior to the be- tion this very year. You will then begin to discover, as 
ginning of the present century (and I might almost say the truth plainly is, that your proof does not touch the 
prior to the beginning ot the last half of the present cen- issue. 'l'he fact tlrnt we get no votes in your sect.ion is a 
tury) declare that., m his understanding, any proper fact of your making, and not of ours. And if there be 
division of local from federal authority, or any part of fault in that fact, that fault is primarily yours, and re
the Constitution, forbade the Federnl Government to mains so until you show that we repel you by some wrong 
control as to Slavery in the federal territories. 'l'o those principle or practice. If we do repel you by any wrong 
who now so declare, I give, not only" our fathers who principle or practice, the fault is ours; but this brings you 
framed the Government under which we live." but with to where you ought to have started-to a discussion of the 
tllem ail other living men within the century in which it right or wrong of our principle. lf our principle, put in 
w"s framed, among whom to search, and they shall not be practice, would wrong your section for the benefit of ours, 
'l.ble to find the evidence of a single man agreeing with or for any other object, then our principle, and we with it, 
tllem. are sectional, and are justly opposed and denounced as 

Now, and here, let me guard a little against being mis- such. l\Ieet us, then, on the question of whether our prin
~nderstood. I do not mean to say we are bound to follow ciple, put in practice, would wrorig yom section; and so 
implicitly in whatever our fathers did. To do so, would be meet it as if it were possible that something may be said 
to discard all the lights of current experience-to reject on our side. Do you accept the challenge r No? Then 
all p1·ogrnss-all improvement. What I do say is, that if you really believe that the principle which unr fathers who 
we would supplant the opinions and policy of our fathers framed the Government under which we live thought so 
in a.ny case, we should do so upon evidence so conclusive, clearly right as to adopt it, and indorse it again and 
and argument so clear, that even their great authority, again, npon their official oaths, is, in fact, so clearly . 
.fairly considered ar.d weighed, cannot stand; and most wrong as to demand your condemnation without a mo
.surely not in a case whereof we ourselves declare they ment's consideration. 
understood the question better than we. Some of you delight to flaunt in our faces the warning 

,If any man, at this day, sincerely believes that a against sectional parties given by Wa;hington in his 
, proper division of local from f~deral authority, or any Farewell Address. Less than eight years before Wash
p.art of the Constit.ution, forbids the Federal Gover.nment ington gave that warning be had, as President of the 
to control as to Slavery in the federal territories, he is United States, approved and signed an act of Cougres> 'en
rlght to say so, and to enforce his position by all truthful forcing the prohibition of Slavery in the northwestern 'l'e1-ri
eviden.ce and fair argument which he can. liut he has no tory, which act embodied the policy of the Goverrnnent 
right to mislead others, who have less access to history upon that subject, up to and at the very mornellt he 
a.nd less leisure to study it, into the false belief that " our penned that warning; and about one year after he penned 
fathera, \\lho framed the Government under which we it he wrote Lafayette, that he considered that prohibition 
live," were of the same opinion-thus substituting false- a wise measure, expressing in the same connection his 
hood and .deception for truthful evidence and fair argu- hope that we should sometime have a confederacy of free 
meat. If any man at this day 8incerely believes "our States. 
fathers, whCl framed the Government under which we Bearing this in mind, and seeing that sectionalism has 
live," used and applied principles, in other cases, which since arisen upon this same subject, is that warning a 
ougllt to have led them to understand that a proper weapon in your hands against us, or, in our hands, against 
division oflocal from federal authority or some part oftbe you? Could Washington himself speak, would he cast the 
Constitutioi;i, forbids the federal government to control blame of that sect.ionalism upon us, who sustain hi; policy, 
as to Slavery in the Federal Territories, he is right to say or upon you, who repudiate it? We respect that 1rnrning 
so. But .he should, at the same time, brave the responsi- of Washington, and we commend it to you, together with 
bilit.y of declaring that, in his opinion, he understands his example pointing to the right application of it. 
theii· .principles better than they did themselves; and But you say you are conse1..-ative-eminently conserva
especially should he not shirk that responsibility by as- tive-while we are revolutionary, destructive, or so,ne
serting that they"' understood the que:;tion just as well, thing of the sort. What is comervati.:;m? l; it not arl-

. and even better, than we do now." herence to the old and tried, against the new and untrierl? 
But euough. Let all who believe that "our fathers, We stick to, contend for, the identical old. policy on 1c1e 

who framed the .Government under which we live, under- point in controversy which was atloptecl by our fathers 
stood the que.;tion just as well, and even better, than we who framed the Government under which we live; while 
do now," speak as they spoke, and act as they acted upon you, with one accord, reject, and scout, and spit upon that 
it. 'l'his is all Republicans ask-all Republicans desire- old policy and insist upon substitutin.,. somethin" new. 
!n relati~n to Slavery. As those fathers marked it, so let True, you disagree among yourselves as "to what th~t suh-
1t be agam marked, as an evil not to be extended, but to be stitute shall be. You have considerable variety of new 
tolerated and protected only because of and so far as its propositions and plans, but you are unanimous in rejecting 

. actual presence among us m:i.kes that toleration and pro- and denouncing the old policy of the fathers. Some of 
tection a necessity. Let all tJrn guaranties those fa th era you are for reviving the foreign slave-trade; some for a con
gave it, be not grudgingly, but fully and fairly, main- gressional slave-code for the 'rerritories; some for Con
tained. l<'or this ltepublit:ans contend, and with this, so gress forbidding the Territories to prohibit Slavery withb 
far as I know or believe, t.hey w,JI be content. their limits· some for maiutainino- Slavery in the Territo-

And now, if they would listen, as I suppose they will ries through' the judiciary; some for the" gur-reat pur-rin
.not, I would address a few . wor<ls to the southern pea- ciple" that" if one man would enslave anothe1-, no third 
pie. person should object," fantastically called "Popular So-

I would say to them: You consider yourselves a reason- vereignty ;" but never a man among you in fayor of fede
a.ble and a just people; a.ad I consiaet· that in the general ral prohibition of Slavery in llederal 1'erritories accordin,,. 
qualities of reason and. justice you a.re not inferior to any to the practice of our fathers who framed the G~vernment 
other people. Still, whQn you speak of us Republicans, under which we live. Not one of all yonr various plans 

. you clo so only to denoL1nce us as reptiles, or, at the best, can show a precedent or an advocate in t.!1•" century with
as no better than outlaw•. You will grant a hearing to in which our Government originated. Consider then 

JJirates "' 1nu·r.•ierer8, but ,nothing like it t@"' Black Bepu\J- whether your claim of conservatism for yourselv~s, and 
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your charge of destructiveness against us, are based on I ago, "it is still in our power to direct the pi·ocess of eman
the most clear and stable foundations. cipation, and depo rt~ tion, peaceably, and in such slow 

Again, you say we have made the Slavery question 1 degrees, as that the evil will wear off insensibly; and their 
more prominent than it formerly was. We deny it. We I places be, pari paswu, filled up by free white laborers. 
admit that it is more prominent, but we deny that we If, on the contrary, it is left to force itself on, human na
made it so. It was not we, but you, who discarded the ture must shudder at the prospect held up." 
old policy of the fathe :s. We resisted, and still resist, Mr. Jefferson did not mean to say, nor do I, that the 
your innovation; and thence comes the great et· promi- power of emancipation is in the Federal Government. He 
nence of the question. Would you have t.hat question re- spoke of Virginia; and, as to the power of emancipation, 
duced to its former proportions? Go back to that old I speak of the slaveholding States only. 
polic.v. What has been will be again, under the same The Federal Government, however, as we insist, has the 
conditions. If you would have the peace of the old power of restraining the extension of the institution-the 
times, re-adopt the precepts and policy of the old times. power to insure that a slave insurrection shall never occur 

You charge that we stir up insurrections among your on any American soil which is now free from ~Javery . 
slaves. We deny it; and what is your proof? Harper 's John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was not a slave in
Ferry ! John Brown! John Brown was no Republican; surrection. It was an attempt by white men to get up a 
and you have failed to implicate a single Republican in revolt among slaves, in which the slaves refused to partici
his Harper's Ferry enterprise. If any memller of our pate. In fact, it was so absurd that the slaves, with all 
party is guilty in that matter, you know it, or you do not their ignorance, saw plainly enough it could not succeed. 
know it. If you do know it, you are inexcusable to not That affair, in its philosophy, corresponds with many at
designate the man, and prove the fact. If you do not tempts . related in history, at the assassination of Kings and 
know it, you are inexcusable to assert it, and especially Emperors. An enthushst broods o,·er the oppression of a 
to persist in the assertion after you have tried and failed people till he fancies himself commissioned by llea ven to 
to make the proof. Yuu need not be told that persisting liberate them. He ventures the attempt, which ends in 
in a charge which one does not know to be trne, is sim- little else than in his own execution. Orsini's attempt on 
ply a malicious slander. Louis Napoleon, and John Brown's attempt at Harper's 

Some of you admit that no Republican designedly Ferry, were, in their philosophy, precisely the same. '!.'be 
aided or encouraged the Harper's :Ferry affair; but still eagerness to cast blame on old England in the one case, 
insist that our doctrines and declarations necessarily and on New England in the other, does not disprove the 
lead to such results. We do not believe it. We know sameness of the two things. 
we hold to no doctrine, and make no declarations, which And how much would it avail you, if you could, by the 
were not held to and made by our fathers who framed use of John Brown, Helper's book, and the like, break up 
the Government under which we live. You never dealt the Republican organization? Human action can be mod
fairly by us in relation to this affair. When it occurred, ified to some extent, but human nature cannot be changed. 
some important State elections were near at hand, and 'l'here is a judgment and a feeling against Slavery in this 
you were in evident glee with the belief that, by charg- nation, which cast at least u million and a half of votes. 
ing the lllame upon us, you could get an advantage of us You cannot destroy that judgment and feeling-that sen
in those elections. 'l'he elections came, and your ex- timent-by breaking up the political organizution which 
pectations were not quite fulfill ed. Every Republican rallies around it. You can scarcely scatter and disperse 
man knew that, as to himself at least, your charge was a an army which has been formed into order in the face of 
slander, and he was not much inclined by it to cast his your heaviest fire, but if you could, how much would you 
vote in your favor. Republican doctrines and declara- gain by forcing the sentiment which created it out of the 
tions are accompanied with a continual protest against peaceful channel of the ballot box, into some oth er chan
any interference whatever with your slaves, or with you nel? What would that other channel pr ollall ly be ? \Yould 
about your slaves. Surely, this does not encourage them the number of John Browns be lesseued or enlarged by the 
to revolt, True, we do, in common with our fathers, who operation? 
framed the Government under which we live, declare But you will break up the Union rather than submit to a 
our belief that Slavery is wrong; but the slaves do not denial of your constitutional rights. 
hear us declare even this_ For anything we say or do, That has a somewhat r eckless sound; but it would be 
the slaves would scarcely know there is a Republican palliated, if not fully justitled, were we proposing, by the 
party. I bel ieve they would not, in fact, generally know mere force of numbers, to deprive you of some right, 
it but for your misrepresentations of us, in their hearing. plainly written down in the Constitution. But we are pro
In your political contests among yourselves, each fac- posing no such thing. 
tion charges the other with sympathy with Black Re- When you make these declarations, you have a specific 
publicanism ; and then, to give point to the charge, und well-understood allusion to an assumed constitutional 
defines mack Republicanism to simply be insurrection, right of yours, to take slaves into the fed eral territories, 
blc>od and thunder among the slaves. and to hold them there as property. But no such right is 

Slave insurrections are no more common no\V than specifically written in the Constit.ution. 'l'hat instrument 
they were before the Republican party was organized. is literally silent about any such right. iVe, on the con
What induced the Southarnpton insurrection, twenty- trary, deny that such a right has any existence in the Con
eight years ago, in which, at least, three times as many stitution even by implication. 
lives were lost as at Harper's Ferry? You can scarcely Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is, that you wIIl 
stretch your very elasLic fancy to the conclusion that destroy the Government, unless you be allowed to con
Southampton was got up by Black Republicanism. In strue and enforce the Constitution as you please, on all 
the present state of things in the United States, I do not points in dispute between you· and us. You will rule or 
think a general, or even a very extensive slave insurrec- ruin in all events. 
tion, is possible. The indispensable concert of action 'l'his, plainly stated, is your languag~ to us. Perhaps 
cannot be attained. The slave.shave no means of rapid you will say the Supreme Court has decided the disputed 
communication; nor can incendiary free men, black or Constitutional qu estion in your favor. Not quite so. 
white, supply it. 'fhe explosive materials are every- llut waiving the lawyer's dist.inction lletween dictum and 
where in parcels ; but there neither are, nor can be sup- decision, the Court-s have decided the que;; tion fo r you 
plied, the indispensable connecting trains. in a sort of way. The Courts have substantially said, it 

Much is said by Southern people about the affection of is your Constitutional right to take slaves into thll 
slaves for their masters and mistresses; and a part of it, federal territories, and to hold them there as p roper ty . 
at least, is true. A plot for an uprising could scarcely be When I say the decision was made in a sort of wa.v, '.: 
devised and communicated to twenty individuals before mean it was made in a divided Court by a bare maj ority 
some one of them, to save the life of a favorite master or of the Judges, and they not quite agreeing wi th one 
mistress, would divulge it. This is the rule; and the another in the reasons for making it; th at it is so made 
slave-revolution in Hayti was not an exception to it, but a as that its avowed supporters disagree with one another 
case occurring under peculiar circumstances. 'l'he gun- about its meaning, and that it was mainly ?ased Uf.J0'.1 a 
powder plot of British history, though not connected with mist,, ken ~tatement of fact-the stuteme ~1t 11; t ~1e 0µ 1111on 
slaves was more in point. In that case, only about twenty that "the right of property in a slave 1s d1stmctly und 
were ~dmitted to the secret; and yet one of them, in his expressly affirmed in the Constitu~io n . ' '. 
anxiety to save a friend, betrayed the plo.t to that friend, An inspection of the Co:istitut1?n. Will show that the 
and by consequence averted the calamity. Occasional ri"ht of property in a slave 1s not dist111ctly and expressly 
pois~nings from the kitchen, und open or stealthy assassi- affirmed in it. Beur in mind th~ J~dges. d? no.t pledge 
nations in the field and local revolts extending to a score their judicial opinion that such is right is 1mphedly a f
or so will continue' to occur as the natural results of Sia- firmed in the Constitution; but they pledge their veracity 
very; but no general insurrection of sluves, as I think, can that it is distinctly an? expres~ly aJJirm~d them-" dis
happen in this country for ti long time .. Whoeve_r mu?h tinctly," that i.s, i;iot m111gled w:th :inythrng e~se-" ex
fears or much hopes for such un event will be alike dis- pressly " that 1s, rn words mean111g Just that, without the 
Uj.Jpointed. ' ' aid of ~ny inference, and susceptible of no other meaning. 

Ir the language of Mr. Jefferson, uttered many years If they had only pledged their judicial opinio'.1 tha\ 
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such right is affirmed in the instrument by implication, 
it would be open to others to show that neither the word 
"slave" nor" Slavery" is to be found in the Constitu
tion, nor the word·• property" even, in any connection 
with the language alluding to the things slave, or ;:Jlavery, 
and that wherever in that instrument the slave is alluded 
to, he is called a "person;" and wherever his master's 
legal right in relation to him is alluded to, it is spoken of 
as "service or labor due," as a "debt" payable in 
service or labor. Also, it would be open to show, by 
contemporaneous history, that this mode of alluding to 
slaves and Slavery, instead of speaking of them, was em
ployed on purpose to exclude from the Constitution the 
idea that there could be property in man. 

1'o show all this is easy and certain. 
When this obvious mistake of the Judges shall be 

brought to their notice, it is not reasonable to expect 
that they will withdraw the mistaken statement, and 
reconsider the conclusion based upon it? 

And then it is to be remembered that "our fathers, who 
framed the Government under which we live"-the men 
who made the Constitution-decided this same Constitu
tional question in our favor, long ago-decided it without 
a division among themselves, when making the decision; 
without division among themselves about the meaning 
of it after it was made, and so far as any evidence is 
left, without basing it upon any mistaken statement of 
facts. · 

Under all these circumstances, do you really feel 
yourselves justified to break up this Government, un
less such a court decision as yours is shall be at once 
submitted to as a conclusive and final rule of political 
action? 

But you will not abide the election of a Republican 
President. In that supposed event, you say, you will 
destroy the Union; and then, you say, the great crime of 
having destroyed it will be upon us? 

That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear, 
and mutters through his teeth, "stand and deliver, or I 
shall kill you, and then you will be a murderer!" 

To be sure, what the robber demanded of me-my 
money-was my own; and I had a clear right to keep 
it; but it was no more my own than my vote is my own ; 
and the threat of death to me to extort my money, and 
the threat of destruction to the Union, to extort my 
vote, can scarcely be distinguished in principle. 

A few words now to Republicans. It is exceedingly 
desirable that all parts of this great .Confederacy shall 
be at peace, and in harmony, one with another. Let us 
Republicans do our part to have it so. Even though 
much provoked, let us do nothing through passion and 
ill temper. Even though the southern people will not so 
much as listen to us, let us calmly consider their 
demands, and yield to them if, in our deliberate view of 
our duty, we possibly can. Judging by all they say and 
do, and by the subject and nature of their controversy 
with us, let us determine, if we can, what will satisfy them? 

Will they be satisfied if the Territories be uncondition
ally surrenuered to them? We know they will not.. In 
all their present coIUplaints against us, the 1'erritories are 
scarcely mentioned. Invasions and insurrections are the 
ragcl now. Will it satisfy them if, in the future, we have 
nothing to do with invasions and insurrections? We 
know h will not. We so know because we know we never 
had anything to do with invasions and insurrections; 
and yet this total abstaining does not exempt us from the 
charge and the denunciation. 

1'he question recurs, what will satisfy them? Simply 
this: We must not only let them alone, but we must, 
somehow, conviuce them that we do let them alone. 'l'his, 
we know by experience, is no easy task. We have been 
so tryipg to convince them, from the very beginning of 
our organization, but with no success. In all our plat
forms and speeches we have constantly protested our pur
pose to let them alone; but this has had no tendency to 
convince them. Alike unavailing to convince them is 
the fact that they have never detected a man of us in 
any attempt to disturb them. 

These natural, and apparently adequate means all fail
ing, what will convince them? 'l'his, and this only: 
cease to call Slavery wrong, and join them in calling it 
right. And this must be uoue thoroughly-uone in acts 
as well n,s in words. Silence will not be toler~ted-we 
must plar~e ourselves avowedly with ~hem. Douglas's 
new sedition law must be enacted and enforced, supprnss
ing all declarations that Slavery is wrong, whether made 
in politics, in presses, in pulpits, or in private. We must 
arrest and return their fugitive slaves wit!• greedy 
pleasure. 'Ve must pull down our Free State constitutions. 
'l'he whole atmosphere must be disinf'ect,ed from all taint 
of opposition to Slavery, before they will cease to believe 
that all their troubles proceed from us. 

I am quite aware they do not state their case precisely 
in this way. Most of• them would probably say to us, 
"Let us alone, do nothing to us, and say what you please 
about Slavery." But we do let them alone-have never 
disturbed them-so that, after all, it is what we say, 
which dissatisfies them. They will continue to accuse us 
of doing, until we cease saying. 

I am also aware they have not, as yet., in terms, 
demanded the overthrow of our Free State Constitutions. 
Yet those constitutions declare the wrong of Slavery, 
with more solemn emphasis, than do all other sayings 
against it; and when all these other sayings shall have 
been silenced, the overthrow of these constitutions will 
be demanded, and nothing be lefe to resist the demand. 
It is nothing to the contrary, that they do not demand the 
whole of this just now. Demanding what they do, and 
for the reason they do, they can voluntarily stop nowhere 
short of this consummation. Holding, i.s they do, that 
Slavery is morally right, and socially elevating, they can
not cease to demand a full national recognition of it, as 
a legal right, and a social blessing. 

Nor can we justifiably withholu this, on any ground 
save our conviction that Slavery is wrong. If Slavery is 
right, all words, acts, laws, and constitutions against it, 
are themselves wrong, and should be silenced, and swept 
away. If it is right, we cannot justly object to its nation
ality-its universality; if it is wrong, they cannot justly 
insist upon its i;xtension-its enlargement. All they ask, 
we could readily grant, if we thought Slavery right; all 
we ask, they could as readily grant, if they thought it 
wrong. 'l'heir thinking it right, and our thinking it 
wrong, is the precise fact upon which depends the whole 
controversy. 'l'hinking it right, as they <.lo, they· are not 
to blame for desiring its full recognition, as being right; 
but, thinking it wrong, as we do, can we yield to them? 
Can we cast O!Jr votes with their view, and against our 
own? In view of our moral, social, anu political respon
sibilities, can we do this? 

Wrong as we t.hink Slavery is, we can yet afford to let 
it alone where it is, because that rnuch is due to the 
necessity arising from its actual presence in the nation; 
but can we, while our votes will prevent it., allow it to 
spread into the National 1'erritories, anti to overrun us 
here in these Free States? 

If our sense of duty forbids this, th en Jet us stand by 
our duty, fearlessly and elfoctively. Let us be diverted hy 
none of those sophistical contrivances wherewith we are 
so industriously plie<l and belabored-contrivances such 
as groping for some middle grounu between the right and 
the wrong, vain as the search for a man who should be 
neither a living man nor a dead man-such as a policy 
of" don't care" on a question about which all true men 
do care-such as Union appeals beseeching true Union 
men to yield to Disunionists, reversing the di vine rule, 
and calling, not the sinners, but the righteous to repent
ance-such as invocations to 'Vashington, imploring wen 
to unsay what Washington said, and undo what Washing
ton did. 

Neither let us be slandered from our duty by false 
accusations against us, nor frightened from it by menaces 
of destruction to the Government, nor of dungeons to 
ourselves. Let us have faith that right makes might, and 
in that faith, let us, to the end, d<t.re to do our duty, as 
we understand it. 



DRED SCOTT-MISSOURI COMPROMISE. 149 

MR. BRECKINRIDGE ON NATIONAL POLITICS . 
• 0 • 

SPEECH AT FRANKFORT, KY. 

THE HoN. JOHN C. BRECKI.KRIDGE delivered 
the following speech on the general political 
topics of the day before the Legislature of Ken
tucky at Frankfort in Dec. 1859. Mr. Breckin
ridge had been recently elected to the United 
States Senate, by the Kentucky Legislature; 
and after returning his thanks for the didtin
gnished honor, and promising to serve the SLate 
to the best of his ability, he contiuueJ as 
follows : 

The election took place on Monday. The day before 
I received a letter signed by a number of gentlemen in 
the Legislature, asking my opinion in reference to the 
DREJ> SCOTT decision, in reference to Territorial Sover
eignty, and the power of Congress to protect the property 
of citizens within the Territories. I received that letter 
with profound respect, and only regret it did not come 
to my hands in time, that I might answer it before the 
election. llut yet I am glad that I could not answer it 
before that day, for your choice is a sort of indorsement 
of my soundness upon those questions. I confess I was 
somewhat gratified that the election took place before 
I had those questions to answer. It was utterly imJJOosi
ble for me to have returned an answer befo1·e the time 
fixed by your law for the election, but, I never intended. 
to fail in this answer. I never should have failed. Had 
it been one who signed it, instead of twenty, the result 
would have been precisely the same. 

Besides this, it would have been of but little conse
quence, be the answer before or after. I belong to that 
school of politics that believes in instruction, a11d when
ever I am not ready to receive the instructions of the 
::>tate, I stand ready to give back the trust confideJ in 
my hands. 

THE DRED SCOTT DECISIO.K. 

Gentlemen, I bo\v to the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States upon every question within its 
proper jurisdiction, whethe1· it corresponds with my pri
vate opinion or not; only, I bow a trifle lower when it 
happens to do so, as the decision in the Dred Scott case 
does. I approve it in all its parts as a sound exposition 
of the law and constitutional rights of the States, and 
citizens that inhabit them. (Applause.) It may not be 
improper for me here to add that so great an int er est did 
1 take in that decision, and in its principles being sus
tained and understood in the commonwealth of Ken
tucky, that I took the trouble, at m.v own cost, to print 
or have printed a large edition of that decision to scat
ter it over the Stiite, and unless the mails lrnve miscar
ried, there is scarcely a member elected to the Legisla,
tu re who has not received a copy with my frank. 

To apprnve the decision of the Supreme Court in the 
Dred Scott case would seem to settle the whole question 
of Territorial Sovereignty, as I think will presently ap
pear; but, in order that no one may misunderstaud 
my views on that question, I will, with your leave, de
tain you with a brief review of what was done as to the 
Slavery question up to the time of that tlecision refer-
ring also to the duties imposed by it. ' 

TIIE MISSOURI LINE. 

I was in the Congress of tl 1e United States when that 
Missouri line was repealed. I never would have voted for 
any bill organizing the Territory of Kansas as long as that 
odious stigma upon our institutions remained upon the 
statute-book. I voted cheerfully for its repeal, and in do
ing th<tt I cast no reflection upon the wbe patriots who 
a~quiesced in it at the time iL was established. It was re-

pealed, and we passed the act kn01rn as the Kansas-Ne
braska_ bill. '£he Abolition, or q,i,asi Abolition party of 
the U:rnted States were const3:n~ly contending that it was 
the right of Congress to prohibit Slavery in the common 
•rerritories of the Union. ~'h e Democratic party, aided by 
rr;ost of the gentlemen from the South, took tlle opposite 
view of the case. Our object was, if possible to withdraw 
that q:1estion from the H_alls of Congress, ~nd place it 
where it could no longer nsk the public welfare and the 
public interest. In the Congress of the United States it 
~ad been agit.,~ted all the time, to the disadvantage of the 
South; accordmgly (I have not a copy of the bill before 
me now, but I remember its leading provisions) a bill was 
p_assed, repealing the l\Iissouri line, and leaving those Ter
n tones upon the contract and the assertion that the bill 
made. Did we intend by it to legislate Slavery into Kan
sas and Nebraska? We denied that, and denied it upon 
the face of the bill itself. '.l'he settlement thus made af
tenrnrd received the approval of the people of the 1Yhole 
country. The bill said within itself, not that we intend to 
legislate Slavery into the '.l'erritories, but to leave the peo
ple free to form their own domestic institutions subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States. i•hat wa' 
as ~uuch as we could agree upon. '.Chere was a point upou 
'':Inch we could not agree. A considerable portion of tlle 
:1\orthern Democracy held that Slavery was in derogafam 
of common right, and could only exist.by force of posi,.'vc 
law. 'l'hey contended that the Constitution did not furnish 
that law, and. that the slaveholder could not go into the 
'l'erritories with his' slaves with the Constitution to author
ize him in holding his slaves as property, or to protect him. 
'l'he South, generally, without distinction of party, held the 
opposite vi0w. They held that the citizens of all the 
St.ates may go with whatever was recognized by the Con
stitution as property, and enjoy it. '.l'hat did not seem to 
be denied to any article of pruperty except slaves. Ac
cordingly, the bill contained the provision that any ques
tion in reference to Slavery should be refei~red to the court 
of the United States, and the understanding was, that wllat
evcr the judicial deci~ion should be, it would be bindirw 
upon all parties, not only by virtue of the agreement, but 
under the obligation of the citizens to respect the author
ity of the legally constituted courts of the country. 

WHAT l!E SAID IN 1856. 
It was under these circumstances, while the Territory of 

Kansas was in a state of commotion, and when that ques
tion had not been determined by the courts, that the can
vass of 1856 came on. It became my duty, by the re
quest of my friends, to visit the States of Ohio, Indiana 
l\Iichigan and Pennsylvania. In all those States I mad~ 
speeches. In all those States I uttered the same opinions 
and declared the same principles that I have ever done in 
the commonwealth of Kentucky, and am ready to do again. 
None other! 

It has been charged that the Democratic party of the 
country, and particularly of the South, desired to employ 
the }t'cdernl Government for the purpose of propagating 
Slavery and slave legblation in the Territories. I denied 
that the Democratic party desired to use the Federal Gov
ernment for the propttgation of Slavery, and I never con
ceded what we believe<! to be our constitutional right to its 
protection, and \\'hat the decision of the Supreme Cour~ 
has allowed to be our rig-ht, I sairl-yes ! I did say that the 
Democratic party of this country, in its federal aspect, 
was neither a Pro-Slavery nor an Arni-Slavery party, but 
a constitutional party-, and r repeat it here to-night. (Ap-
1ilause.) I do not helie\'e it i8. I do not believe tlrnt the 
Federal Government was orgi:nizerl for either purpose, but 
to protect the right~ ncljurlicated by the courts. All 
these belong to the ~taks th msell·es. 

These were the <lecl<t aiions tlrnt I made, of which some
thing has been Ilea. ti iu all the ~tales. I made tho 



150 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

declarations that I am willing to make before my own I "And whatever the political department of the Govemment 
constituents; I made the declarations that I am willing shall .recognize as within the limits of the Uni.led States, the 
to stand he ·e and repeat (Applause) We had confi- Jutltc1al .Departmoot 1s also bound to reco;;nize, and to all-

. 1 . ' · . " · . . . J m1mster rn lt the laws of the Unlled States, so !ar as they apply, 
di;nce m our 01~n v;ew of out own ughts. ,Om no1 t~ei n and to maintain in the territory the authority and rights or the 
fnends had then· views. It was a paradoxical question, Government, and also the political right and rights of prop er ty 
and we gave it· to the Courts. of individual citizens as secured by the Constitution. All we 

W ell, the Courts did decide the very question, which m~an. to say, on t.his _Point is, that as there is n<;> ex pres~ regu
had 11een submitted to them not upon a case from Kan- lallon m lhe Conslltution.dcfhrng the power wluch the General 
, b · ti . o W"th t · " · t ti " Government rn·iy exercise ove. r the person or properly l)f a 
sa;;, ut lil .ano 1el ca.e. . 1 . ou gorno m 0 1.e arou- citizen in a territory thus acquired , the Court must neces;;arily 
ment, for t~me does not p:1i;mt of that, let m~ gtve you look to the prodsions anrl principles of the Con, lituliou an.lit~ 
t.he conclusion. In the opm10n of the Court m the case dis lribn tinn of power', for the rules anJ prit1ciples b) which 
of Dred Scott, it is said; its decision mu;t be governed.'' 

"Upon these considerations, it is the opinion of thP. Court So that in regard to slave property, as in reg,.1d to any 
that tlie act of Congress which prohibits a citizen from hohling other property recognized and guarded by the Constitu
and owning property of this kind in the Territory of the tion, it is the duty, according to the Supreme Court, of all 
Un ited Sta tes, north of the line herein mentioned, is not the Courts of the country to protect and guard it by their 
warranted by the Constitution, and is therefore Yoid; ar.d that d ecision, whenever the question is brought before them. 
n either Dred Scott himself nor any of his family were m:1.de 'l'o which I will only add this, that the judicial decisions 
free by being carried in to this Territory, even if they had in ou1· favor must be maintained-these J·udicial decisions 
been carried there by the owner, with the intention of becom-
ing a permanent resident." in our favor must be sustained. (Applause.) 

.A.gain: 

" The powers over person and property of which we speak, 
are not only no t g ranted to lJongr ess, but are in express terms 
denied, anti they are forbidden to exercise them. And this 
prohibition is not confined to the States, but the words are 
genernl, and extend to the whole territory over which th io 
Cons titution gi\"es it power to lPgislate, including those por
tions of it re1ua.ining under Territorial government, as w ell as 
that covered by States. It is a total absence of power every
where wi thin the dominion of the United Stales, and places 
the citizen of a Territory , so far as those rights are concern et!, 
on the same footing with ci tizens of the States, anti g nartls 
them as firmly and plainly against any inroads which the 
General Government might attempt, under the plea of implied 
or incidental power. And if Congress itself cannot do th is
if it is beyond the powers conferred on the Federal Govern
ment-it will be admitted, w e presume, that it could not 
an.hot'ize a Territorial go>ernmen t to exercise th clm. I t 
<;Ottl l co 11f,, r no power on any local go vernment, es l ab li ~he d 
by its att thority, to violate the provisiona of the Constitution." 

Thus the highest court in the United States settled the 
very question referred to it as the disputed point, not. leg
islative in its character, on which Congress could not 
agree when the Kansas-Nebraska bill passed. 'l'he view 
that we in the Southern States took of it was sustained, 
that in the Territories, the common propert.y of the 
Union, pending their Territorial condition, Cl)ngress 
itself nor the Territorial Government had the power to 
confiscate any description of p roperty recognized in the 
States of the Union. 'l'he Court drew no d istinction be
tween slaves and other property. It is ~rue some foreign 
pllilanthropists and some foreign write1·s du uncle .take to 
drnw this distinction, but these distinctions have nothrng 
t.o do with our system of Government. Our Government 
rests not upon the speculations of philanthropic writers, 
but upon the plain understanding of a wr itten constitution 
which d etermines it, and upon that alone. It is the 
result of positive law; therefore w.e are not to look to 
the analogy of the supposed law of nations, but to regard 
Lhe Constitution itself, which is the written expression of 
the respective powers of the Government and the rights 
of the Stat.es. 

UNFRI1':<IDLY LEGISLATION. 

W ell, that being the case, and it having been authorita
tively determined by the very tribunal to which it was re 
ferred th:tt Congress had no power to exclude sbtve 
property from the 'l'enitory, and j1tdiciously determined 
that the Territorial Legislatures, «Uthorities createcl hy 
Congre•s, had n ot the power to exclude or confbcatc 
slave property, I confess that I had not, anticipatet1 th:it 
the domrin es of unfriendly legislation would be set up. 
Hence, I need not say to you that I do not believe in the 
doctrine of unfriendly legislation; that I do not believe in 
the authority of Territorial L egislatures to <lo by indirec . 
tion what they cannot do directly I repose upon the 
decision of the Supreme Court of the Uni ted States, as to 
the point that. neither Congress nor th e Territorial Legis
lature has the right to obstruct or confi;cate the property 
of any citizen, slaves included, pending the territorial 
condition. (Applause.) 

I do not see any escape from that decision, if y ou 
admit that the question was a judicial one; if you admit 
~he decision of the Supreme Court, and if you stand by 
the decision of the highest Court of the country, 

'fhe Supreme Court seems to have recognized it as the 
duty-as the duty of the Courts of this Union in their pro
per 8phere to execute this eonstitutional right, thus 
adjudicated by the Supreme Court, in the following lan
guage. In speaking of the acquisition of territory, they 
pronounce it a political question for Congress to deter
mine what territory they acquire and how many. Now 
mark the words of the Court: 

SL.\ VE CODE. 

If present remedie3 are ftrlequate to sustain these de· 
cisions, I would have nothing more done , I, with many 
otlte r !JUbl ic men in the country, believe lhl'y are able 
lf tlley are not--if they eannut be enforced for want of 
the proper legblation to enforce them, sufficient legiHla· 
tion must be passed, or our Government is a failure . 
(Applause.) Gentlemen, I see no escape from tliat cun
<.:lu;:o; hn1. 

At the same t ime, fellow-citiz ens, I make no hesitatic,;-i 
in "''Ying r.o you that I trust the time wi1l never c0me
l trust tlte time will neve1· come when it may be deemed 
necessary for the Congress of the Unite<! St.ates in any 
form to interfere with tit is ques tion in the 'l'erritories. So 
far it ha; been only productive of evil to us, and it would 
!JOl'tencl only evil in the future. At present there io no 
question before Congre;s. No Southern Representative 
or Senator proposes legislation on that point-no corn
!Jlaint comes fro1n any territ.ory-there is no evidence 
tltat the ex L;t ing laws and decisions of the Courts are not 
adeqL1 >1te to prot.ect every description of prupeny recog
nized by the oe <eral States. None wha tever. l'hereforn, 
in 1ny opinion. and I submit it ltumbly and with t1efe
rence, our trne p ul1cy is not. to anticipate trouble, but to 
le t the matter r es t upon the Executive, upon the existiug 
laws, and upon the tJ ec :sions of the C<>urts. (Appl:tuse.J 
I will add this: we must never give up the pnnciple, we 
wust never g ive up the question tltat has been jut1iciously 
dedclecl, tltat this con; titut.ion:d right exists. 'Ve 111ust 
stand by t 1t at deci s ion. We 1nust hold to ot1r const itu
tional nghto', lJUt I would never prnmaturely raise tne 
questi on to d istract the counny, when there is no voice 
calling fo r it, No r th, East, South or W est, (App :au<e.) 
I s>iy we must lcolcl to the priuciple-we must. ot>tnd by it. 
We stand in a go otl posit.ion. We have the Executi>c, 
we l1ave the law;, we have the decisions of the Courts, and 
that is a great atlvance from where we stood wn years 
CU!U. 

"1 am glat1-al though we flit! not succeed as we desired 
in Kansas-I am g1acl t!lat the territorial question is 
nearly J'uugltt ont . It is neH.rly fought out.. I know of 
no ex1~ 1 iog Terri Lo ry where this ques1ion can ari~e. As 
to the te r ritory ;outh of the line, where slave labor is 
r eally profitabl e, I have not a t1oubt but tlrnt the climate 
ancl m 1 erest, and th e pruximity of slavehol<lers, and the 
Oc>ustitution aucl law.-, ancl the decision of the Coul't, 
will sust>tin >in ct p rotect n,; there in the full enj oyment of 
our rigl1ts, and in making Snut.l1er11 territut·y out of 
South ern S<Ji;. Wh ile I would not g<ve up the principle, 
I never have be lieved, atHl I do not believe now, in the 
po;sibility of Slavery pla.1tiug itself in a ten·itory ag>1.inst 
the deknnined oppo~ition of the inhabitants, any more 
than I believe the i1tstitution of Slavery couk\ con&inue in 
exi;terice in Kentucky for t.hree years against the desire 
of the voters of the Commonwealth, even with the con
stit.utional restictions that are here tnrown around it .. 

Still, I would save the question and the principle, and 
never let go the constituttunal right, becau,;e our pl'otec
tion in the Union eonsists iu a s1rict at1herence to the 
provisions of the Constitution. When we allow an infrac
tion of the Constitutiou on ;iny <>ne point, we lose uur 
claim to the observance of the wh•>le. We should insist 
to the last that the C,>nstitutiot1 of the country shall be 
suotained in ev~ry particul,.r. (A voice-" Good,") 

TU~ PERIL OF TIHJ COUNTRY. 

Fellow-citizens, if yut1 will all >W me, I will offer you 
some observations upon >moth •·r a:;pect. of public aff.tit·s. 
'Ve have been talldng of thing; \lrnt coucern us no i11ore 
than they concern others, but we have que,;tion,; to dctel" 
mine that cotne nearer home-que;tions that come to our 
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firesides. According to m.y humble judgment, the con- I !lave, dominance in the Northern States of the Union, to 
dition of our country was never so perilous as it is at say of an institution of their Southern relatives they are 
this hour· and if things go drifting on as they have of I harboring a relic of barbarism? That shows you, fellow
late, we sl1all have to determine questions of far nearer citizens, their indomitable. purpose., ~heir deep-seated 
vitality thnn the territorial question. hate. I am sorry that it exists, but it is true. How can 

I hope I do not speak in the spirit of an alarmist or a j you expect a great political organization that obtains 
demagogue, but siuce I have been acquainted with public po.wer, to fn:il to ~xercise that power when in its opinion 
affairs (and men older and wiser than myself say the I th1~ l!mon.1s stained or d.efiled as to .one-ha~f, P.erhaps, 
sam~ thing) there never was a time when the interests of of it~ rnhab1tn:nts, by a relic of barbansm, wluch it class
this Union were in so much peril, and when the feelings of es with the cnme of polygamy. 
our people were so much alienat€d as at this hour. 
Certainly if the aspect of affairs at Washington is in the SEWARD QUOTED. 
slightest degree indicative of the feeling elsewhere, that 
remark is truth. 

ITS CA.USE. 

Fellow-citizens, the danger arises, in the op1mon of 
our wisest and best men, from the character and purpose 
and aim of an organization in the country called the Re· 
publican party. 

I do not. think we fully realize what are the ohjects, 
purposes and aims of the Repnblican party, what it 
intends, and what would be the consequences to us of 
their success and dominion int.he United States. If you 
will allow me, therefore, I have gathered together three 
or four facts-mere expressions-mere illustrations or 
examples, from many thonsands of kindred characters, 
for the purpose of showing what its objects are-to show 
what we may expect to follow their su<.:cess. 

HIS VIEWS OF REPUBLICA.NIS.'..l. 

First is their platform, made three years ago, but 
beyond which they have far advanced. Like all a!(gres
sive organizations, the rear rank of the Republican 
party marches up and comes upon the ground that the 
advanced guard occupied months before, while the ad
vanced guard is going ahead. The Republicans are far 
in advance of their platform, but we have there enough 
to put us on our guard. 

·what are our right.s? Have we not a right to have our 
fugitives returned? If there is a plainer provision than 
that in the instrument, what is it? Have we not a right 
to live in peace in this Union? What was the Constitu
tion formtd for? When the Constitution was made, was 
it not made by brethren? Was it not made that this 
political organization should be carried on in peace and 
harmony? !lave we not a right to demand of our sister 
States, that we may live toget.her in peace with our 
respective State institutions, with our whole domestic 
policy? And is it not a gross violation or the Constit.u
tion not to allow us to live in peace, as to refuse to return 
our fugitives from labor that have escaped into other 
States? Do they intend to do iL? No, they do not. 
'£hey begin by declaring the Declaration of Independence 
is a rule of our political action. Here is the dec 'aration 
of the Republican platform, adopted three years ago, 
beyond which they have now far advanced: 

"Resolved, That with our Republican fathers we hold il to 
be a self-evident truth that all men are endowed with the in
alienable right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, 
and that the primary object and ulterior design of our ~- ederal 
Government were to secure these rights to all persons under 
lls exclusive jurisdiction; that as our Repuhlican faU1ers, 
when they had abolished Slavery in all our na.lional terri10ry, 
ordained that no person should be deprived.of life, ltberty and 
property, without due process of law, it becomes our dmy to 
maintain this provision of the Constillllion against >di attempts 
to violate it for the purpose of establishing ;-1,.very in the Ter
ritories of the United Stales by positive legislation, prohibiting 
its existence or extension therein. 

This is a positive pledge, that a~ soon as that party 
obtains power, it will recognize the equality of the negro 
with the white man. Its object will be to give him those 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. To 
maintain that equality what follows? Everybody knows 
that when they obtain the power in the District of Co
lumbia they will abolish Slavel'y there; when they ob· 
tain th

1

e power, they will undertake to abolish it in the 
forts arsenals, and dock-yards of the Unit.ed States 
thro~ghout the South; they will undertake to abolish the 
internal slave-trade. Already they declare that not 
another Slave State shall be admitted into the Union, 
and they will go beyond that. How can we expect to 
live in peace and harmony, when declarat.ons of this 
sort are uttered : 

"Resolved That the Constitution confers npon Congress 
sovereign power over the 'l'erriwries of .the United St>ttes. for 
their government, and that, m.thc cxerc1s~ of tb1s power, it 1.s 
both tl)e right and the imperative duty of Congress, to prolnb1t 
in the Terrilo1'ies those twin relics of barbansm-polygamy 
and Slavery." 

This is not all. I could have b1 ought here the declar
ations of its representat.ive and leading men from all 
parts of the K orthern States, going infinitely further than 
is contained there. Allow me, however, to read one or 
two of the most st.riking from the most eminent of their 
leaders. I beg you, fellow-citiz0ns, though they may be 
familiar, not to weary with a few extracts, for these ut
terances are the rallying cry of millions of men. I hold 
in my hand a speech delivered by a Senator of the State 
of New-York, who is to-day the most influential public 
man in this Union, on whose words millions hang, and 
by whose direction millions move. Is this the Constitu
tion and Union th:tt our fathers founded? 

Last year, in a speech delivered at Rochester, that 
gentleman uttered the following language: 

" Our country is a theatre which exhibits, in full operation, 
two radically different political systems; the one resting on 
the basis of servile or slave labor, the other on the basis of 
voluntary labor of freemen. 

"The two systems are at once perceived to be incongruous. 
But they are more than incongruous. They are incompat
ible. 'l'hey never have permanen1ly existed together in one 
country, and they never can. 

"Hitherto liie two systems have existed in different States, 
but side by side witllln the American Union. '.l'his has hap
pened because the Union is a confederation of States. But on 
another aspect the United Slates constitute only one nation. 
Increase of population which is filling the States out to their 
very borders, together with a new and extended net-work of 
railroads and other avenues, and an internal commerce which 
daily becomes more intimate, is rapidly bringing the States 
into a higher and more perfect social unity or consolidation. 
Thus these antagonistic systems are constitutionally comwg 
into close contact and collision results." 

Yes," collision ensues," and his prophecy was ful
filled in less than twelve months after it was made. 

"Shall I tell you what this collision means? It is an irre
pressible contlict between opposing and enduring forces; aud 
it me>tns that the United Slates must and will, sooner or later, 
become emirely a slaveholding nation, or emirely a free· labor 
nation. Either the cotton and rice fields of South Carolina, 
and the sugar plantations of Louisiana will ullimately be tilled 
by free labor, and Charleston and New-Orleans become marts 
for legitimate merchandise alone ; or else the rye-fields an,! 
wlleat-fields of ~lassachusetts and New-York must again be 
surrendernd by their farmers to slave culture, and to the pro
duction of slaves, and l!ost0n and New-York become once 
more markets for trnde in the bodies and souls of men. IL is 
the failure to apprehend this great truth that induces so many 
unsuccessful attempts aL final compromise between the Sbrn 
and Free States, and il is the existence of this great fart that 
renders all such pretended compromises, when m"'de, vain 
and ephemeral." 

These things would have no consequence if they were 
the individual opinions of their author, but the,y are the 
opinions of a large and formidable and growing party in 
this Union; of a party that now claims a majority in the 
House of Representatives, and whic;h looks, at no very 
distant day, to have a majorit.y in the Senate. I ask 
you if that was the Union formed by our fathers ? Did 
they anticipate such a political party would arise to de
clare that there "is an irrepressible conflict between op
posing and enduring forces" in the United States? 

It is not my purpose to characterize or stigmatize this 
doctrine now, but to set forth what we are to expect and 
what we are to meet. 

At a later period, in the Senate of the United States, 
that same distinguished Senator uttered the following 
language, (I well remember the occasion and the 
speech:) 

"A free Republican Government like this, notwithstanding 
all i1s constitutional checks, cannot long resist and counteract 
the progress of society." 

Is that in the spirit of our revolutionary ancestors? 
Is it in the spirit of our revolutionary ancestors for a 
great and growing party, that now claims, and perhaps 

'l'hey don't expect the provision/of the Constitution 
and its checks to prevent them from taking their onward 
progress Indeed, they have a facility of construing 
that instrument, which makes it as dust in the balance. 
They construe it to authorize them not to return fugitive 
slaves· to authorize them to make a war upon one half 
of the ~ation. '.L'here is no provision of the Constitution 
which has stood in their way as to any right of ours 
that we have claimed upon this great question. Not 
only did he announce in the Senate of the United States, 
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that constitutional checks cannot . stand for any time I ~rops of cotton, and a ~l'ifle ov.er, to. do it. ';!'hat was 
avain~t the progress of Northern opm10n, but, rndorsed, I tell you agum, by sixty-eight or s1xty-nme 

"'.. !<'ree labor " says Mr. Seward, "has at last apprehended members of the House of l{epresentatives, and the very 
its r1gli.s am! it~ destiny, and is organizing itself to assume the I gentleman who they are running for Speaker of that 
goverarneut of the l{epublic. It .will hen~eforth meet you body indorsed it. It is true, his friend> say that he 
l>nlclly aud resoluL~!Y here. (Washington;) it will meet you I indorsed it without having read it. Admit that to be 
everywhere, Ill the I err1tories and out of them, whe.rever .You true he has aaain and aooain when called upon refused 
may go to extend Slavery. It has driven you back m Cali1or- I ? o . o • • .' 
nia and in Kansas; it will invade you soon in Delaware, to disavow those sentnnents, hence the excuse 18 paltry. 
Marylantl., Virginia, Missouri and Texas. It will meet you in 1 Arizona., in Central America, and even in Cuba." HARPER S FERRY. 

Not content with confining it to the Territories, he That is t.he condition of affairs, and that is the con-
adds: dition of the Republican organization of this country, 

"You may, indeed, get a start under or near the tropics. 
and seem safe for a time, but it will be only a short lime, 
~ven there you will found States only for free labor to main
tain and occupy. 1'he interest of the white race demands the 
ultimate emancipation of all men. ·whether that consumma
tion shall be allowed to take e!fect, with needful and wise pre
cautions against sudden change and disaster, or be hurried on 
by violence, is ali that remains for you to decide. 'l'he white 
man needs this continent lo labor upon. His head is clear, his 
arm is strong, and his necessaries are fixed. It is for your
selves and not for us to decide how long and through what 
further mortifications and disasters the contest shall be pro
tracted, before freedom shall enjoy her already assured 
triumph I You may r efuse to yie1d it now, and for a short 
period, but your refusal will only animate the friends of free
dom with the courage and the resolution, and produce the 
union among them, which alone are necessary on their parl, 
to attain the position Hself, simLLltaneously with the impending 
overthrow or the exciting .i<'etl.eral Administration, and the 
Oonsmutiou of a new ant.!. more iudependent \Jongress, "-and 
they think they have that \Jongress. 

I tell you again, fellow-citizens, this is not the opinion 
of l\Ir. S1':WAHD alone. It is l\Ir. S!!:WARD and, with one 
or two exceptions, the other Republican Senators in the 
Senate of the United States, and nine-tenths of the 
Republican members of the House of Representatives. 
Could that language have been uttered with impunity or 
been sustained at the epoch of" 1779, when the Constitu
tion was formed? Did not the Constitution languish and 
stop just because there was some question about insert
ing these checks about the institution of the Southern 
States? Were they not put into the Constitution by the 
great men who formed it, and are not all the citizens of 
all the States bound to respect the relations that exist 
between them, and to give the Southern States peace in 
this Union? How do you receive the declaration that 
there is an irrepressible conflict waging-that there shall 
be no peace? There is no use attempting to turf over 
the volcano, there is no use crying peace when there is 
no peace. It is the avowed purpose of the llepublican 
party to agitate, agitate; to overturn t.l1e Constitution 
itself until they succeed not only in drawing a COt"rion 
arou~d you, and shutting.you within your present limits, 
but to put you in a position where you were about, lur 
peace sake, to emancipate your sl<1.ves. 

Well might we say, as was once said in France, 
" Oh, Constitution! what crimes <1.re committed in thy 
sacred name!" 

RELPJm's CRISIS. 

if any reliance is to be placed in their record, in their 
declarations, in their public attitude, in the attitude 
which they defiantly assume before the country. 'rheir 
purpose is to make war, eternal war, upon the institu
tions of one half of the States of the Union. Gradually 
we approach the crisis until at last is not the legitimate 
result of the ilTepressible conflict of which they speak, 
of the crime of which they say we are guilty, to put 
down these relics of barbarism? '.l'he ignorant and 
fanatical throw off the obligations of the Constitution 
and invade by violence the Southern States of the 
Union, and although I am far from holding the Repub
lican party of the North, or any large portion of them, 
responsible for the late atrocious proceedings in Vir
ginia, I do say that that proceeding was the carrying 
out of the logical result of their teachings-carrying it 
into execution. How did they receive it? Why gentle
men, the conservative portion of the North abhors it; 
but, in the Senate and House, in the great body of their 
public press, what do they say of it? '!'hat they regret 
it-they deplore it--they even condemn it-they say, 
because it was against law, and they stand for law. 
These are the honeyed and qualifiecl phrases with which 
they characterize tlie most atroc;ous act of treason, 
rapine, and murder comb:ned, that was ever known in 
the l{epublic, and then, as though afraid of what they 
have said, they immediately go on to eulogize the man 
and his motives, rnuc11 as they regret the act. 

A VOLLEY OF COMPLA~NIN"GS. 

Gentlemen, have we no complaints in other respect.s? 
Are bws passed for the purpose of punishing those who 
make inroads into the border l::\tates and roo us of our 
property? .:iupµooe a Kentuckian should go into the 
:Otate of t)hio aaci 1 ob a citizen of that ::Ot<1.te, does any 
one cloubt that we woL1ld pass a law to purnsh him and 
to prevent the recurre1tce of the outrage? So far from 
tlus be11t" tlieir course they are encouraged, and we art~ 
subject t~ constant se~ret predatory incursions by which 
we !use annually hunclreds of thousands of dollars, 
these people availing themselves of t.he bond of amit.y 
Ltet1veen uti, to perpetrate the outrage. 

'!'hat is not all! About one half of t.he Northern 
States have passed laws and made it a criminal and 
penal ou·euce fo r their citizens to give any assistance in 
the reuu1tiou of fugitive slaves. lllassachusetts has 
µassed laws closing her jails to us, and making it a prnrtl 
offence to aid iu the euforcement of the .Fugitive ::>Jave 

But, gentlemen, I hold in my Jum~ another .boo~, law, or to •~ppear as council to try such a case, thus 
which is of no consequence as the opunons of its rnd1v1- uuliifying the laws of Uongress, and of the United 
dual author but is of consequence as indorsed by the States, dtstinctly, and some seven or eight :Ota tes have 
distinguished gentleman from whose productions I have passeLl similar laws refusing all remedy and making it 
read and as indorsed also by sixty-eight or nine Hepub- penal in their citizens to obey the behests of the Consti
lican's of the House of l{epresentatives, who represent a tutiun. 
constituency of seven millions of people. 'l'his, then, I ha,·e not uttered these things for the purpose of 
may be considered as the declaration _of near seven arousing any spirit of disloyalt.y to the Constitution and 
millions of men. What is it? It is a book called the the Union. I hope I love them as reverently as any man 
"Impending Crisis of the South," by a person called wit.Jun the sound of my voice, but let us look and see .the 
Helper, who professes to be a North Carolinian. Whether facts as they are. What may lie set down as the un
he is or not I am unable to say. (I will read very litt.le, questioned purpose of this organization? It is avowed 
gentlemen.) In this book, thus indorsed by nearly tliat it is to exclude all and any Slave States from the 
seventy members of the House of l{epresentatives, Union hereafter. It is to give us no fugitive slave law, 
representing nearly seven millions of the people, this declining that the States under the Constitution. must 
sentiment is decl~red: . . pro,·ide for that, and then to give no remedy m the 

'rhe slaveholdmg ohgarchy say we cannot aboltsh l:ltates · it is to pass no laws for the purpose of prevent
.Slavery without infringing on the right of property. , ing th~ robbery of our property but, on the contl"ar.Y, 
Again we tell them we do not recogmze property Ill in many States to make it penal to enforce the law; It 
men. . is to abolish Slavery in the District of Colu1t1u1a; to 

But the Constitution does; the bond of our Unton abolish the internal slave-trade and the coastwbe slave
does, and the Supreme Court of the Unite~ ::ltates has tr:i.de, and then to agitate and agit.ate, giving us no 
decided that it does. Our fathers so considered it. lt peace as long as we retain this ' relic of barbarism" 
has been so admitted all the time, unt~l· the apostles of and crime, as they call it. 
the new doctrine spoke. At another pomt he says: 'rhis is the purpose: Are you ready for it? Are you 

For the services of the blacks fro~ the 20th of August, ready to say we wUI make no stand in any form for 
1620, up to the 4th of July, 1869-an mterval of precisely your Consritutional rights? I think you are not t Yet 
two hundred and. forty-eigh~ year~, . ten month.s and that is tlie present condition of aifairs-but what are we 
fourteen days-their masters, 1f unw1lhng, ought, m our to do? 
judgment, to be compelled to grant them thetr freed.om, 
and to pay each and every one of them at least sixty 
dollat·s cash in hand. I know they will consider the consequences, and care-

PRACTICAL REMEDIES. 

l:!e goes on to remark that it would only take two fully consider the consequences of any serious collisions 
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in this Un'.on. I know we duly appreciate the position j the circumstances then? Andrew Jackson was President 
of our own State, not only a border State, but an in- of the United States, and he was a native of South Caro
terior border State having no ocean outlet. I know that I Jina; the question was a mere question of policy· few of 
we have read history to some purpose, and that we have the other States sympathfzed with the movement of that 
seen ~hat have b~en the consequences of the disruption I littl~ State. Henry Clay was alive, and Calhoun was ready 
of amicable relat10ns between those who have banded to give the benefit of his influence to peace and harmony, 
themselves together as a confederation of States. We I and yet that little question, when Jackson, a native son of 
need but go back and ~ee the consequence upon the that State, was President, and Clay and Calhoun were in 
Gre.eks when they earned on the Peloponnesian war, the Senate, brought on a struggle that shook this Union to 
until at last exhausted, they fell into the lap of des- its centre, and imperilled it in the estimation of the wisest. 
poLism 'l'he same fate might meet us. What would be and best of men. Look at it as it may be with disaffection. 
our condition? War! War! Inevitable war, in all spread all over the South 'vith a very di!Ierent state of 
Lu 1nan prol.>ability, would be our position, and then in feelings in the North to what existed then with Clay dead 
tm1~ we might be driven into degrading alliances with and Calhoun dead, and none to take tl~eir places, wit!~ 
fo, e1gn. powers-the most degrading position for Ameri- such a man as Seward, not only not native, but hostile to 
can c1uzens. the South, in the Chair of State. Cannot a child read the 

'l'hen the spectacle would be presented of America fall- result? Cannot we see that one State fallino- away our
ing ba?k ~rnder the control of :b;urope, and American lib- Union will be like an ar.ch with two or three sto

0

nes tlropped 
er~y srnking down under European despotism. Besides out, the whole fabric may fall in pieces. 
th~, could we ever hope that a fairer state of things would 'l'hese are facts which it becomes the people of Ken
anse? Co~ld ~e ever _hope that Providence itself would tucky, with all the~r loyalty to the Union, to observe, to 
ev~r exercise its omrupotent power to create a State, or know, to see, to thrnk of, and then to act upon, with the 
Uruon of States, untler more favorable auspices than in dignity and moderation which marks and so well becomes 
these? Would )t ~ot be worse than impiety itself, to pre- them. 
sume that ~he Almighty would ever attempt to sustain a But, gentlemen, what is the mode that occurs to any man 
confederat10n of Free States under circumstances more -because no· man I take it in Kentucky will back on 
l.>right or favorable. than in our system? I know that tl\e this subject, except' as a frien

1

d of the Unio~ of the States 
State of Kentucky 1s devoted to the Union, not only be- -what is the mode? I see none, except it be the union 
cause of her interests, but from that feeling of affection of all the conservative elements of the country, North and 
and of loyalty, and that sentiment of love that have , South. 1'he South must first be united, and I am sure she 
always marked her people from the earliest period of her will, for l"take it there is not a citizen of Kentucky that 
history. I do not believe there is a man under the sound would associate himself with an organization whose march 
of my voice who would not view as the last, the greatest to triumph would be over the ruins of our rights. 
of all evils, the wreck of the Union. I do not believe 
there is the man in the State that would compete to enjoy 
the highest honors within the State, purchased at such a 
price. 

WHA.T IS TO BE DONE. 

At the same time steps must be taken, something must 
be done. I do not believe that if the Constitution is al-
1~"'.ed to remain permanently violated in its important pro
v1s10ns, we can haYe hope under it. None whatever ! 
Brnken in one particulnr, it will soon fall to pieces in all. 
I recollect when I was a boy, to have read that great 
speech of Demosthenes, for the crown, where the real 
question at issue was the charge th:.t he was the author 
ol' the public misfortunes, because he had advised the 
Greeks to make a last stand for their country a"ainst 
~'uil~p of .Macedon. Ile was arraigned, and on t;·ial and 
lll hIB great defence, he says: "What thouo-h we did fail? 
We Jiu our duty. We responded in tl~e tem

0

per and char
acter of our forefathers." 'l'he result is such as God gives 
to each; and even tl10se degenerate Greeks acquitted 
him, and crowned the world's great orator as a benefac
tor ; deb;i.sed as they were in national character they did 
this, and from thitt <.lay have never known or re~d of the 
success of him who would be deterred from the assertion 
of fuudamental rights for fear of o!Ience. 

9e_ntlemen, the condition of affairs existing here, and 
ex1Strng generally, I am happy to say, throughout the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, is not a fair indication of the 
feeling in many parts of the Union. I have seen the evi
dence ~rowing within a few years, and culminating during 
the last few weeks, of a determined purpose in the Soutl1 
to attain and maintain the complete power in Union, and 
I have seen, upon the other hand, in the representatives 
of the lower Southern States, a most resolute and deter
miued spirit of resbtance. 'l'he representatives from 
Georgia-from Alabama-from South Carolina-from Mis
sissippi, not to speak of other Southern States, say that 
they represent theit· constitueuts-nay, say that they do 
not go so far as their constituents, aud they tleclare that 
they are ready at any moment for a separat.e organization. 
God forhitl that such a thing should take place. God 
forbid the overt act should ever be done; but we know 
enough of our politica.l inst.itutions, that when once done 
the subject becomes involved in inexplicable distress. If 
one were to fall upon Washington and see the state of 
feeling there, he woultl think that the President of your 
country was the Executive of two hostile countries. 'l'he 
feeling of alienation seems to be almost complete from the 
expression of the public press and public men. (I mean 
not your inflammatory, furious speakers, but men of 
thought and refiection.) 'l'hey are alarmed, other men are 
alarmed, we all are alarmed. It is not a craven fear, but 
it is the ennobled !ear that patriots feel for an imperilled 
country. Suppa~·~ this should occur-do you not remem
ber, in 1832 when South Carolina arrayed herself against 
the Fetl.,ral Government, upon a mere question of policy 
connected with the collection of taxes, that it did shake 
the Union to its centre. Such is the nature of our system, 
that it diJ ~hake tl!e Union to the very centre. What were 

illEl\D OUR MA.NNERS DOWN SOUTH. 

Ought we not first to put ourselves right in Court? 
Some little there is to complain of us. I say to you, in 
my opinion, those who appeal to the Constitution and 
the laws should obey the Constitution and the laws. I 
would have the South, if I might venture, as one of her 
humblest but truest sons, to ad vise her to obey the laws 
of our country. (Applause.) I would have the South 
first obey the laws of the Union which prohibit the for· 
eign slave-trade. (Applause.) 'l'hat is the law of the 
land. It rests not with us to complain of the violation 
of law by others, when in a portion of our States the citi
zeus violate the laws themselves. Let us frown down 
any attempt to violate those laws upon the part of our 
States. Let us do more. Let us do more, by preventing 
the fitting out of filibustering expetlitions upon our 
shores, to invade feeble sister countries. 1'lrnt is the law, 
and we live by the Constitution and the law, and let us 
obey it, and whatever expansion of territory we make, 
let us make it in a manner becoming the dignity of tllis 
glorious Confederacy under our own flag. 1'hen let us 
call to our aid the pure elements of conservatism anti 
truth that we can find in the northern States. What are 
they? I did not intend to introduce any party question 
to-night, but the largest organization I see is the Demo
crati<.: l:'<trty of the North. As a historical fact, it is un
disputed; as a current fact of the day, it is undisputed, 
that you do not find these declarations of hostility issu
ing from the Northern Democracy; yot: do not find these 
attempts to overturn the laws coming from Democratic 
sources ; you do not find these denunciations of you anti 
your institutions coming from Democratic lips and Demo
cratic .Presses. On the contrary, you find them at 
home, and in most cases in the minority, sustaining with 
unfalter!ng courage your rights and institutions, at odds 
and risks that you little think of. 

I want them all. We need them all. We need every 
outhern State, and every honest man everywhere not 

willing to enter into the crusade against us. 
'l'here is another element North, not large but noble 

and true. 'l'hey are the scattered and wandering cohorts 
of the old Whig party, who have refused to alloy them
selves with the ltepublicans of the North-men of whum 
EVER~TT and CHOATE and others are illustrious examples. 
'l'here are thousands of them in the Northern St,.tes. 
When this great crisis comes npon us, I have confidence 
that men like these will be found to unite with the Demo
cratic party in maintaining the laws and the Constitution, 

1'hese are the elements upon which we are to rely. 
When you get them together, let us see if there cannot 
be a general revolt of the intelligence, virtue, and loyal
ty of the country, against these pernicious ism8, and if 
not, let us see how far these pernicious isms control so
ciety. 

Besides these, there are many thousands of men in the 
Northern States 1,-ho, silent, are not heard in the midst of 
the clamor that surroun<.IB them-men who seldom at•end the 
polls. Let us hope that that feeling will be in our favor. 

1''ellow-citizens, I have uttered these things because I 
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believe we are stancling to-clay not in the presence of 
spectres and shadows, but in the presence of terrible reali
ties. '.rhere is a mode by which we can have peace-a 
parmanent peace-and that is by an utter and absolute 
surrender of all our rights upon the subj.-:ct to which I have 
referred, at the call of this Republican Party. If we do 
not make this surrender, we will have nJ peace until the 
Republican Party is destroyed, which can only be done by 
producing a reaction upon the public mind of the North. 
As it is, without om being aware . of it, things are getting 
worse every day. I had almost mtended to say, that we 
were absolutely dissolving month by month, and year by 
year. I see no mode-wiser men than I see no mode to 
avoid this, except to produce a reaction in the public mind, 
and to bring up sharply, in some form, the question, Can 
we not, North and South, live in peace with our several 
State institutions, after the manner of our fathers? l<'or 
myself, I yet believe in, and I have an abounding hope of 
the ultimate destiny of our common country. I believe ~ 
reaction will take place; and I believe that out of this com
motion is destined to come for us an era of tranquillity 
and peace. Of this I am quite certain, that this Common
wealth of Kentucky will pursue a course answerable to her 

character and history ; she wia stand by the union of the 
States as long as there is a thread of the Constitution to 
hold it together. We know that if madness, and folly, and 
fanaticism shall succeed in tearing down the fairest fabric 
ever erected to liberty among men-we know that our 
honored State will conduct herself with so much modera
tion and prudence that she shall stand justified for her 
acts before men and in the eye of Heaven. 

Fellow-citizens, I do not propose to detain you by more 
extended observations. I have trespassed too far upon 
yom time already. I think, if you will allow me to say so, 
that I know something of the temper, and spirit, and inte
rest of this people; and, as far as my humble abilities ex
tend, I propose, in the sphere to which you have devoted 
me, to serve you with all the fidelity of a grateful heart. 
At all times, and under all circumstances, I owe my alle
giance to the State, and I am ready, and willing, and anx
ious to devote whatever faculties of mind and body I pos
sess to serve you, and to serve you with the uncalculating 
devotion of a man who loves the green mountains and 
smiling plu,ins, the clear running streams and the generous 
people of the State, and with one who loves all her infirml· 
ties with the affection of a son. 

KANSAS-THE MORMONS-SLAVERY . 
• • • 

SPEECH OF SENATOR DOUGLAS. 

Delirere,d at Springfield, Ill., Jnne 12, 1857. 

MR. PRRS!DENT, L.!.DIES AND GENTLEMEN: I appear 
before you to-night, at the request of the grand jury in 
attendance upon the United States Court, for the pur
pose of submitting my views upon certain topics upon 
which they have expressed a desire to hear my opinion. 
It was not my purpose when I arrived among you, to 
have engaged in any public or political discussion; but 
when en.lied upon by a body of gentlemen so intelligent 
and respectable, coming from all parts of the State, and 
connected with the administration of public justice, I do 
not feel at liberty to withhold a foll and frank expres
sion of my opinion. upon the subjects to which they have 
referred, and which now engrosses so large a share of 
the public attention. 

The points which I am requested to discuss are : 
1st. 'l'he present condition and prospects of Kansas. 
2d. '.rhe principles affirmed by the Supreme Court of 

the United ::>tates in the Dred Scott case. 
3d. 'l'he condition of things in Utah, and the appropri

ate remedies for existing evils. 

KA:\' SAS. 

Of the Kansas question but little need be said at the 
present time. You are familiar with the history of the 
question, and my connection with it. Subsequent re
flection has strengthened and confirmed my convictions 
in the sollndness of the principles and the correctness of 
the course I have felt it my duty to pursue upon th:lt 
subject. Kansas is about to speak for herself through 
her delegates assembled in Convention to form a Consti
tution, preparatory to her admission into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original States. Peace and 
prosperity now prevail throughout her borders. 1'he 
law under which het· delegates are about to be elected, 
is believed to be just and fair in all its objects and pro
visions. There is every reason to hope and believe that 
the law will be fairly interpreted and impartially exe
cuted, so as to insure to every bona fide inhabitant the 
free and quiet exercise of the elective franchise. If any 
portion of the inhabitants, acting unde1· the advice of 
political leaders in distant States, shall choose to absent, 
themselves from the polls, ii.nd withhold their votes, with 
a view of leaving the Free State Democrats in a minority, 
and thus securing a Pro-Slavery Constitution in opposi
tion to the wishes of a majority of the people living 
under it, let the responsibility rest on those who, for 
partisan purposes, will sacrifice the principles they pro
fess to cherish and promote. Upon them, and upon the 
political party for whose benefit and under the direction 

of whose leaders they act, let the blame be visited ot 
fastening upon the people of a new State, institutions 
repugnant to their feelin!,"3 and in violation of their 
wishes. 1'he organic act secures to the people of Kansas 
the sole and exclusive right of forming ancl regulatjng 
their domestic institutions to suit thernselves, subject to 
no other limitation than that which the Constitution of 
the United States imposes. 1'he Democratic party is 
determined to see the great fundamental principles of 
the organic act carried out in good faith. 'l'he present 
election law in Kansas is acknowledged to be fair and 
just-the rights of the voters are clearly defined-and 
the exercise of those rights will be efficiently and scru
pulously protected. Hence, if the majority of the 
people of Kansl\S desire to have it a Free ::>tate (and we 
are told by the Republican party that nine-tenths of the 
people of that Territory are .Free State men), there is no 
ob~tacle in the way of bringing Kansas into the Union 
as a Free State, by the votes and voice of her own peo
ple, and in conformity with the prim:iples of the Kansas
N ebraska act; provided all the Free ::>tate men will go 
to the polls, and vote their principles in accordance with 
their"professiom. If such is not the result let the conse
quences be visited upon the heacls of those whose policy 
it is to produce ~trife, anarchy and bloodshed in Kansas, 
that lheir party may profit by Slavery agitation in the 
Northern States of this Union. 'l'hat the Democrats in 
Kansas will perform their duty fearlessly and nobly, 
according to the principle they cherish, I have no doubt, 
and that the result of the struggle will be such as will 
gladden the heart and strengthen the hopes of every 
friend of the Union, I have entire confidence. 

'!'he Kansas question being settled peacefully and satis
factorily, in accordance with the wishes of her own people, 
Sla vny agitation should be banished from the halls of 
Congress, and cease to be an exciriug element in our 
political struggles. Give fair play ro that principle of 

·self-government which recognizes tile rigln of tlte people 
of each State and 1'erritory, to form ancl regulate their 
own domestic institutions, and sectional strife will be 
forced to give place to that fraternal feeling which 
animated the fathers of the Revolution, ancl nrnde every 
citizen of every State of this gloriow; con feller.icy a mem
ber of a common brotherhood. 

1'hat we are steadily and rapidly approaching that re
slllt, I cannot doubt, for the Slavery issue has already 
dwindled clown to the narrow lin11rs covered by the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United Stat~s in the 
Dred Scott case. 1'he moment lhat decision was pro· 
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nounced, :ind before the opinions of the Court could be I the merits of the case, as they are now denounced and 
published and read by the people, the newspaper press in abused for not having done, the result would have been 
the interest of a powerful political party in this country, to remand Dred Scott and his children to perpetual 
began to pour forth tonent8 of abuse and misrepresenta- Slavery under the decisions which had already been 
tions, not only upon the decision, but upon the character pronounced by the Supreme Court of Missouri, as \\"ell 
and motives of tile venerable Chief Justice and his illus· as by the Circuit Court of the United States, without 
trions associates on the bench. 'l'he character of Chief obtaining a decision on the merits of his case by the Su
Justice Taney and the associate Judges who concurred preme Court of the United States. Suppose Chief .Jus· 
with him, require no eulogy-no vindication from me. tice 'l'aney and his associates had thus remanded Dred 
'l'hey are enden.red t.o the people of the United States by Scott and his children back to Slavery on a plen. in 
their eminent pul;llc services-venernted for their great abatement or any mere technical point, not touching the 
learning, wisdom and experience-and beloved for the merits of the question, and without deciding whether 
spotless purity of their characters and their exe111plary under the Constitution and laws as applied to the facts of 
lives. l'he poisonous shafts of partisan malice will fall the case Dred Scott was a free man or a slave, would they 
harm1ess at their feet, while their judicial decbions will not have been denounced with increased virulence and 
stand in all future time, a proud monument to their great· bitterness on the charge of having remanded Dred 
ness, the admirntion of the good and wise, and a rebuke ~cott to perpetual Slavery without first examining thrl 
to the partisans of faction and lawless violence. If, merits of his case and ascertaining whether he was a 
unfortunately, any considerable portiun of the people of slave :ir not? 
the United States shall so far forget their obligations to If the case had been disposed of in thn.t way who can 
society as to allow partis&n leaders to array them in doubt t.hat such would have been the character ~f the de· 
violent resistance to the final decision of the highest nunciations which would have been hurled upon the 
judicial tribunal on earth, it will become the duty of. all devoted heads of those illustrious Judges with much 
the friends of order and constitutional governmer.t, with· more plausibility and show of fairness than they are now 
out reference to past political dilforences, to orga111ze deiwunced for having decided the case fairly and hon· 
themselves and mar:ihal their forn~s under the glorious estly upon it.s merits? 
banner of the Union, in vindication of the Constitution The material and controlling points of the case-those 
and the supremacy of the laws over the advocates of which have been made the subject of unmeasured abuse 
faction and the champions of violence. 'l'o preserve the and denunciation-may be thu:i stated : 
Constitution inviolate, and vindicate the supremacy of 1. 'l'he Court decided that under the Constitution of the 
the Jaws, is the first and highest duty of every citizen of a United States a negro descended from slave parents is 
free Republic. 'l'he peculiar merit of our form or govern· not and cannot be a citizen of the United States. 
ment over all others, consists in the fact that the law, 2. That the act of the 6th of March, 1820, commonly 
instead of the arbitrary will of a hereditary prince, pre· called the Missouri Compromise act, was unconstitutional 
scribes, defines and protects all our rights. In this and void before it was repealed by the Nebraska act, and 
country the law is the will of the people, embodied and consequently did not and could not have the legal elfoct 
expressed according to the forms of the Constitution. of ext.nguishing a master's right to his slave in that 
'l'he Courts are the tribunals prescribed by the Constitu- Territory. While the right continues in fall force under 
t ion, aud created by the authority of the people to deter· the guaranty of the Constitution, and cannot be divested 
mine, expound and enforce the law. Hence, whoever or alienated by au act of Congress, it necessarily remains 
resists the final decision of the highest judicial tribunal, a barren and a worthless right, unles; Rustained, pro
aims a deadly blow to our whole republican system of tected and enforced by appropriate police regulations and 
government-a blow which, if wcces,fal, would place all local legislation, prescribing adequate remedies for its 
our rights and liberties at the mercy of passion, anarchy violation. These regulations and remedies must necessa
and violence. I repeat., the refore, that if resistance to rily depend entirely upon the will and wishes of the 
the d<.cisions of the ::iupreme Court of the United States, people of the 'l'erritory, as they can only be prescribed by 
in a matter like the points decided in the Dred Scott case, the local Legislatures. lle11ce the great principle of 
clearly within their jurisdiction as defined by the Con· popular sovereignty and self-government is sustained 
stitution, Ehall be forced upon the country as a political and firmly established by the authority of this decision. 
is;11e, it will become a distinct and naked issue between 'l'hus it appears that the only sin involved in the passage 
the friends and the enemies of the Constitution- the of the Kansas-Nebraska act consists in the fact of having 
fr iends and tl.1e enemies of the supremacy of the laws. removed from the statute-book an act of Congress which 

TllE DRED SCOTT DECISION. 

The case of Dred Scott was an action of trespass, vi et 
arniis, in the Circuit Court of the United States for the 
District of Missouri, for the purpose of establishing his 
claim to be a free man, and was taken by writ of error 
on the application of Scott to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, where the final decision was pronounced 
by Chief Justice 'l'aney. 'l'he facts of the case were 
agreed upon and admitted to be trne by both parties, 
and were in substance, that Dred Scott was a negro slave 
in Missouri, that he went with his master, who was an 
officer in the army, to Fort Armstrong, on Rock Island, 
and thence to Fort Snelling on the west bank of the lllis· 
sissipt•i J{iver, and within the country covered by the act 
of Co11gress known as the ~J issouri Compromise: and then 
he re<i.~companied his master to the State of lllissouri, 
where lie has since remained a slave. Upon this state· 
ment of facts two important and material questions arose, 
besides oeveral incidental and minor ones, which it wa:; 
incu111bc11t upon the Court to take notice of and decide. 
The Court did not attempt to avoid responsibility by dis
posing or the case upon technical points without touch
ing t he merits, nor did they go out of their way to decide 
questions not properly before them and directly present· 
eel by the record. Like honest and conscientious judges, 
as they are they met and decided each point as it arose, 
and faithfuliy performed their whole duty and nothing 
but their duty to the country by determining all the 
questions in the case and nothing but what was essen
tial to the decision of the case upon its merits. 'l'he State 
Courts of Missouri had decided against Dred Scott, and 
d eclared him and his children slaves, and the Circuit 
Court of the United States for the district of Missouri 
had decided the same thin"' in this very case which had 
thus been removed to the 'tiupreme Court of the United 
States by Scott, with the hope of r eversing the decision 
of the Circuit Court and securing his freedom. If the 
Sup:·emc Court had dismissed the "Tit of error for want 
of j llr sd1ction, without first examining into and deciding 

was unauthori7.ed by the Constitution of the United 
States, and void because passed without constitutional 
authority, and constituted in lieu of it the great funda
mental principle of self-government, which recognizes the 
rights of the people of such State and Territory to control 
their ow11 domestic concerns. 

I will direct attention to the question involved in the 
first proposition, to wit: 'l'hat the negro is not and can
not be a citizen of the United States. 

We are told by a certain political organization that 
that decision is crud-is inhuman and infamous, and 
should neither be respected nor obeyed. What is the 
objection to that deci,ion? Simply that the negro is not 
a citizen. What is the object of making him a citizen? 
Of course to give him the rights, privil eges and immuni· 
ties of a citizen, it being the great fundamental law in 
our Government, that under the law, citizens are equal in 
their rights und privileges. It is said to bl fnhuma n-to 
be infa1nous-to depri 1•e an African negro cf these privi
leges of citizenship, which would put him ou an equali1y 
with the other citizens of the country. 

Now, let me ask my fellow-citizens, are you prepared to 
resist the constituted authorities of this country, in order 
to secure citizenship, and, through citizenship, equality 
with the white man. (Voices, "No ! no !" J If you are, you 
must re1·erse the whole policy of this State-the organic Jan; 
of our own State. In order to carry out that principle of 
negro citizenship and negro equality under the law, you 
must not only reverse the organic law iu our own ~tale, 
but of every other State in this lJnion. But you ha Ye not 
accomplished it then ; you must make furious 'Yar upon 
the slaveholdiug States, to compel them to emancipate and 
set at liberty tlieir three millions of slaves. ·when that 
shall be done before you have secured that great princi
ple of equality to the son of Africa, you must strike out 
of the constitution of Illinois that provbion which prevents 
a negro, whether free or slave, from crossing the Ohio or 
the lllississippi, and coming into Illinois to reside. ·when 
you shall have made that change in our organic law, an<l 
turned loose all the Africans that may choo>c; to come 
from the slavcholding States to settle upon our prairies, 
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and turn Illinois into a negro colony, rather than into a alienate them. They did not mean the negroes and In. 
State of white men, still you have not secured to the negro dians-they did not say we white men and negroes were 
the rights of citizenship on an equality with the white man. born equal; but they were speaking oi the race of people 
You must then strike the word" white" out of the consti- who colonized America, who ruled America, and who were 
tution of our own St.ate, and allow the negro to come to declaring the liberties of Americans, when they proclaimed 
our polls anu vote on an equH.lity with yourselves. You the self-evident truth that those men were born free and 
must also cllange the Constitution in that respect that de- I equal. And if you will examine the journal of the Conti· 
chues, that a negro shall not be eligible to office, and de· I nental Congress you will fine! this great principle carried 
clare that a negro shall be eligible to your Legislature, to out. No one of the colonies would then consent to the De
the bar, bench, and gubernatorial chair. And still you claration of Independence until they had placed on the 
have not reached that point to which we are told we must record the express reservation, that each colony reserved 
go, of placing the negro on an equality with other citizens. and retained to itself the sole and exclusive right of regu
You must admit him to the jury-box, and license him by lating its own domestic concerns and police regulations. 
law to marry a white woman. And then you will have It was made a fundamental conuition of the Declaration, 
secured nearly all the privileges that the decision of the that this right should be forever reserved beyond the 
Supreme Court has denied him. (Applause.) power of Congress or other Confederation or power on 

1 submit to you, fellow-citizens, whether any man carr earth, except the free will of their own people. The arti
pronounce the decision inhuman and infamous, without cles of confederation were based upon the same great fun· 
resorting to that great principle, which, carried out, damental principle, and the Constitution of the United 
puts the negro on an equality with other citizens. But States was adopted for the purpose of preserving and car
listen to the speeches of any one of those who sympathize rying into effect the same grand principle that made us 
so much with the poor African that they are not willing to one people for one specified obJect, but reserved to each 
allow hi:n to occupy an inferior position, and you will find State and each locality the sole and exclusive privilege of 
that they all adhere to the position of negro equality. For managing its own domestic concerns. 
instance, did you ever hear any of them make a public At that day the negro was looked upon as a being of an 
speech in which he did not quote the Declaration of Inde- infer ,or race. All history had proved that in no part of 
pendence, t1"1t "we hold all men are born free and equal," the world, or of the world's hist.ory, had the negro ever 
anrl tl1cn a;Jpeal to you to know whether Slavery could be shown himself capable of self-governinent, and it was not 
justiilecl or lrnlliated by any man who believed in the De. the intention of the founders of this Government to 
clarntion of Independence. Do they not argue that by violate that great law of Goel, which made the distinction 
this instrument negroes were declared to be born equal to between the white and the black m<in. 'l'hat distinction is 
white men; and hence, any man who is opposed to carry· plain ancl palpable, and it has been the rule of civilization 
ing out tlrnt great dear principle of theirs, of negro and of Cl1ri:;Lianity the world over, that whenever any 
equ,1lity with the white man, is opposed to the Declaration one man, or set of men, were incapable of taking care of 
of Independence. themselves, they should consent to be governed by those 

Now, my friends, permit me to reply to this assumption, who were capable of managing their affairs for them. It 
that the Declaration of Independence declared the negro is on that principle that your courts of justice appoint 
to be eqnal with white men, by a few historical facts re· guardians to take charge of the idiot, the lunatic, the 
corded in our school-books, and familiar to our children. insane, blind, dumb, the uufortunate, whatever may be his 
By rderence to the llistory of the United States, you will condition. And if history had proved tlrnt the negro race, 
find that on the ]fourth of July, 1776, when the Declara- as a race, were incapable of self-government, it was not 
tion of Independence was put forth, the thirteen colonies only the right but the duty of those who were capable to 
were then, each and all of them, slaveholding colonies. proviue for them. It did not necessarily follow that they 
Ead1 signer of tlle Declaration, without an exception, re- were to be recluced to Slavery. 'l'he true priuciple is tlrnt 
presented a slaveholding constituency. Every battle of the inferior rac" should be allowed to enjoy all their 
the Revolutionary War, from Lexington and Bunker Hill rights, which their nawre is capable of exerci,ing anu 
to IC!ng's l\Iountain and Yorktown, was fought in a slave- eujoyiog, consistently wit.h the good of society. I wouitl 
holding constituency. The treaty of peace with Great HOt au voca.te that the negro should be treated harshly or 
Britain whieh acknowledged our independence, was made unkindly. l<'ar from it.. I would extend and secure to 
on the part of Great Britain on the one side and the thir· him every right, privilege and immunity he was capable 
teen odgin<il slaveholding States on the other. Passing of enjoying consistent with the highest welfare of society. 
from th,Lt to the formation of the Constitution of the 'l'he Constitution is founded on that great principle, and 
United St>Ltes , you will find that instrument was framed, leaves to each State, as the articles of confederation did 
and adopted, and put into operation with the immortal to each colony, the right to determine for itself what 
Washington at the head, by twelve slaveholcling States these principles were, aud the extent of them, in order 
and one free State, or one State about to become free. In thu.t they might adopt their laws to their actual condition. 
view of these facts, I submit to you whether any sane man Under that great provision, Illinois has chosen to say, 
can assert that the founders of our institutions intended to that the negro shall not come here to reside-that a negro 
put the negro and the white man on an e(1uality in the sys- shall not vote-shall not hold office-shall not serve in the 
tern of government which they adopted? If the signers of the jury-box-shall not marry white women-and I think 
Declaration had intended to declare the negro equal to the that the Constitution of Illinois is wisely framed as to this 
white man, would not they, on that very day, have abolished provision. On the other hand, Kentucky goes further, 
Slavery in every one of the States of the Union in order to and deprives the negro of his right over his person. 
have conformed t.o that Declaration? If any one of these Kentucky, under the Constitution, had a right to make 
States had thus under ·tood the Declaration of Inclepen- that provision. We have no right to complain of her, 
dence, would not that State then immediately have abol- nor can she complain of us. E>tch has tile right to do as 
ished Slavery, and put the negro on an equality with the it pleases, and each must mind its own busiuess and not 
white man in conformity with that Declaration? Diel they interfere with its neighbor's concerns. (Applause.) 
do so? I have alrea(ly shown you that no one Qf those Our fathers, when they framed this Goverm:,ent, had 
States abolished Slavery during the whole period of the witnessed the sad and melancholy results of the mixture 
Revolutionary war. I have already stated, and I challenge of the races in Mexico, South America and Central 
contradiction, that to this day no one of them has put America, where the Spanish, from motives of pcilicy, had 
the negrn _on an equality with the white man in all the admitted the negro and other inferior races to citizenship, 
htws touchu~g on the relations of life. And yet, if they and, consequently, to political and soci:tl amalgamation. 
honestly believed the Declaration of Independence meant 'l'he demoralization and degradation whicl1 pr~vailed in 
negroes as well as white men, they were bound to advocate t.he Spanish and French colonies where no dbtinctions on 
every law so as to carry out their principle. Their posi· account of color or race were' tolerated, operated as a 
tion on this subject would charge the signers of that De- warning to our revolutionary fathers to preserve the 
claration with hypocrisy in making it to the world, and purity of the white race, and to establish their political, 
going on to fight battles on the principle thus asserted. social and domestic institutions upon such a basis as 
But no vindication is n.eedecl from me o_f those immortal would forever exclude the iuea of negro citizenslJip anu 
men who drafted, ancl signed, and proclaimed to the world negro equality. (Applause.) 
the Dechtration of Independence. 'l'hey did what they , 'l'hey understood that great natural law which declares 
professed. They ha.cl reference to the white man, and to that amalgamation between superior and infaior races 
him only, when they declared all men were created equal. brings their posterity clown to the lower level of the infe
'l'hey were in a struggle with Great Britain. The principle rior, but neve1· elev<ites them to the liio-n level of the ~u
they were asserting was that a British subje0t, born on perio1' race. I appeal to each of th~se gallant yonn"' 
American soil w_as equal to a BritLsh subject born in Eng· men before me, who won immortal glory on the bloody 
l>rnd-that a British subject here was entitled to all the fields of Mexico, in vindication of their country's riglit 
right , and privileges, and immunities, under the British and honor, whether their information and observation in 
Con~titntion, that a British subject in England enjoyed; that country does not fully sustain the truth nf the pro· 
t.h:it their rights were inalienable, and hence that Parlia- position that amalgamation is degradation, demoraliz.;l· 
ment, \\·ho~e power was oumipotcut, had no power to tion, disease ancl death? Is it true that the n~gro is our 
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equal and our broth er? The history of the times clearly j from office, and to fill their places with bold, able, and 
show that out· fathers did not regard the African race as true men, and to cause a thorough and searching inves· 
any kin to them. anct determined so to lay the foundation I tigation into all the crimes and enormities whkh are 
of society and government that they should never be of alleged to be perpetrated daily in that Territory, under 
kin to their posterity. (Immense applause.) the direction of Brigham Young and his confederates 

But, when you confer upon t.he African race the privi- and to use all the military force necessary to protect 
leges of citizenship, and put them on an equality with the officers in the discharge of their duties, and to en· 
white men at the polls, in the jury-box, on the bench, in force the laws of the laud. < Apphrnse.) 
the Executive chair, and in the councils of the nation, When the aULhentic evide r. ce shall arriv(;, if it shall 
upon what principle will you deny their equality at tire establish the facts which are believed to exist, it will be· 
festive board and in the domestic circle? come the duty of Congress to apply the knife and cut 

The Supreme Court uf the United States have decided out this loathsome, disgusting ulcer. (Apµlause.) No 
that, under the Const.itution, a negro is not and cannot temporizing policy-no halfwuy measures will then an
be a citizen. swer. It has been supposed by those who have not 

The Republican Abolition party pronounce that decision thought deeply upon the subject, that an act of Con· 
cruel, inhuman and infamous, and appeal to the Arneri- gress prohibiting murder, rol>bery, polygamy, and other 
can people to disregard and refuse to obey it. Let us crimes, with app ropriate penalties for those offences, 
join issue with them, and put ourselves upon the country would afford adequate remedies for all the enormities 
for trial. (Cheers and applause.) complained of. ~uppose such a law to be on the sta

CONDITION OF .A.FF.A.IRS IN UTAH1 AND THE 

REMEDY. 

llir. President, I will now respond to the call which has 
been made upon me for my opinions of the condition of 
things in Utah, and the appropriate remedies for existing 
evils. 

'!.'he '£erritory of Utah was organized under one of the 
acts known as the Compromise Measures of 1850, on the 
~upposition that the inhabitants were American citizens, 
owing and acknowledging allegiance to the United States, 
and consequently entitled to the bP.nefits of self-govern
ment while a 'l'erritory, and to admission in the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States, as soon as 
they should number the requisite populution. It was 
conceded on all hands, and by all parties, that the pecu
liarities of their religious faith and ceremonies interposed 
no valid and constitutional objection to their reception 
into the Union, in conformity with the Federnl Const.itu
tion, so long as they were in all other respects entitled to 
admission. Hence, the great political parties of the 
country in<lorserl and approved the Compromise l\Iea
sures of 1850, including the act for the organization of the 
'territory of Utah, with the hope and in the confidence 
thut the inhabitants would conform to the Constit.ut.ion 
and laws, and prove themselves worthy, respect.able a11d 
law-abiding citizens. If we are permitted to place ere
ct , nee in tire rumors anrl reports from that country (and 
it must be admitted that they have increased and 
strengthened and assumed consist.ency and plausibility uy 
ead1 successive mail), seven yea rs' experience has dis
closed a state of facts entir(!ly <lilferent from that which 
was supposed to exist when Utah was organized. '.l'lrese 
rumors and reports would seem to justify the belief tl1at 
the following facts are susceptible of proof. 

1. '!'hat nine-tenths of the inhabitants are aliens by 
birth, who have refused to become naturalized, or to 
take the oath of allegiance, or to do any at.her act recog
nizing the Government of the United States as the para
mount authority in that Te,Titory. 

2. '.l'hat ali the inhabitants, whether native or alien 
born, known as Mormons, (and they constitute the whole 
peoµle of the 'l'erritory), are bound by horrid oaths and 
terrible penalties, to recognize and maintain the autho
rity of Brigham Young, and the government of which he 
is the head, as paramount to that of the United States, 
in civil as well as in religious affairs; and that they will, 
in due time, and under the direction of their leaders, 
u;;e all means in t.heir power to subvert the government 
of the United States, and resist its authority. 

3. '!'hat the Mormon government, with Brigham Young 
at its head, is now forming alliance with Indian tribes 
in Utah and adjoining territories-stimulating the In
dians to acts of hostility-and organizing bands of his 
own followers under the name of" Danites, or Destroy
ing Angels," to prosecute a system of robbery and 
lllL1rders upon American citizens, who support the 
authority of the United States, and denounce the in
famous and disgust.ing practices and institutions of the 
lllormon Government. 

lf, upon a full investigation, these representations 
shall prove true, they will establish the fact that the 
lllormon inhabitants of Utah, as a community, are out
laws and alien enemies, unfit to exercise the right of 
self-government under the organic act, and unworthy to 
be admitted int.a the Union as a State, when their only 
object in seeking admission is to interpose the sov
ereignty of the State, ns an invincible shield to protect. 
them in their treason and crime, debauchery and in
famy. (Applause.) 

Under this view of the subject, I think it is the duty 
of the President, as I have no <1011bt it. is Jiis fixed pur
pose to remove Brigham Youug and all his followers 

tute book, and I \Jeiieve they have a criminal code, pro· 
viding the usual punishment for the entire ca talogue o.f 
crimes, according to the usages of all civilized and 
Christian countries, with the exception of polygamy, 
which is practised under the sanction of the l\lormon 
Church, but is neithe1· prohibited nor autl10rized by the 
laws of the Territory. 

Suppose, I repeat, that Congress should pass a law 
prescribing a criminal code, and punishing polygamy 
among other oITences, what other effect would it have
what good would it do? Would you c<ill on twenty-three 
grand jurymen, with twenty-thrt e wives each, to find a 
bill of indictment against a poor miserable wretch for 
having two wives? (Cheers and laughter.) Would you 
call upon twelve petit jurors, with twelve wives 
each, to convict the same loathsome wretch for having 
two wives? (Continued applause.) Would you expect 
a grand jury composed of twenty-three "Danites " to 
find a bill of indictment against a brother "Danite" for 
having murdered a Gentile, as they call all Americ<Ln 
citizens, under their direction? ~luch less would you 
expect a jury of twelve" destroying angels" to find 
another "destroying angel" guilty of the crime of mur· 
der, and cause him to be hanged for no other offence 
than taking the life of a Gentile? No ! If there is any 
truth in the reports we 1 eceive from Utah, Congress may 
pass whatever laws it chooses; but you can never rely 
upon the local tribunals and juries to puni;;h crimes com
mitted by Mormons in that 'J'erritory. Some other and 
more effectual remedy must be devised and applied. In 
my opinion, the first step should be the absolute and 
unconditional repeal of the organic act-blotting the 
Territorial Goyernment out of existence - upon the 
ground that they are outluws, denying their allPgiance 
and defying the authorities of tile Urnted Hates. (Im
mense applause.) 

The Territorial Government once abolished, the coun
try would revert to its primitive condition prior to U1e 
act of 1850, "under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States," and should be placed under tlte 
operation of the act of Congress of the 30th of April, 
17!)0, and the various acts supplemental thereto and 
amendatory thereof, "providing for the punishment of 
crimes against the United States within any fort, arsenal 
dockyard, magazine, OR .INY OTHER PLACB 01< DI8TH1C'l' 
OF COVN'l'HY, UND~R 1' 11 E Eou; Al\D KXCLUSIVE jiu·isdic
tion of the [' 11 ited StateN." A 11 offenses against the 
provisions of these acts are requi red by law to be tried 
and punished by the United States Courts in the States 
or Territories where the offende1·s shall be" FIHST APJ'RE· 
111,: NDED OR JJHUUGH 'l' FOH Till.IL." 'l'lrus it will be seen 
that under the plan proposed, B111GHAM YOUNG and his 
coufederates could be "apprehended and brought for 
trial " to Iowa or lllissouri California or Ore"on or to 
any ~lher adjacent State 01'. Territory, where a

0 

fai~· trial 
could be had, and justice administered impartially
where the witnesses could b e protected and the judg· 
ment of the court could be car ied into execution, with· 
out violence or intimidation. 1 do not propose to intro· 
duce any new principles into our jurisprudence, nor to 
change the modes of proceeding or the rules of practice 
in our Courts. I only propose to place the district of 
country embraced within t.he Territory of Utah under 
the operation of the same laws and rules of proceerling, 
that Kansas I\ ebraska l\linnesota and our other 'l'erri
tories were placed bef~re they became 01·ganized 'l'erri· 
tories. The whole country embruced within these 'l'erri
tories was under the operation of that same system of 
Jaws, and all the offenses committed within the same 
we ,· e punished in the manner now proposed, so long as 
the country remained "unrler the sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction of the United States;" but the moment the 
country was organized into ~'errirorial Governments, 
with legislative, executive and judicial departm~nts, 
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it ceased to be under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States, within the meaning of t.he act of 
Congress, for the reason that it had passed under another 
and a dilferent jurisdiction. Hence, if we abolish the 
'l'erritorial Government of Utah, preserving all existing 
rights, and place the country under the sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction of t.he United States, offenders can be ap
prehendecl and brought into the adjacent States or Ter
ritorieo for punishment, i.n the same mannel' and uncler 
the same rules and regulations which obtained and 
have been uniformly practiced under like circumstances 
since 1790. ' 

If the plan proposed shall be found an effective and 
adequate remedy for the evils complained of in Utah, 
no one, no matter what his political creed or partisan 
associations, need be apprehensive that it will violate 
any cherished theory or constitutional right in regard 
to the government of the 'l'erritories. lt is a great 
mistake to suppose that all the territory or land belong
ing to the United States must necessarily be governed 
by the same laws and under the same clause of the 
ConstituLlon, without reference to the purpose to which 
it is dedicated or the use which it is proposed to make of 
it; while all that portion of the country which is or shall 
be set apart to become new States, must necessarily be 
governed under and consistent with that clause of the 
Constitution which authorizes Congress to admit new 
States, it does not follow that other territol'y, not 
intended to be organized and admitted into the Union 
as States, must be governed undel' the same clause of 
the Constitution, with all the rights of self-government 
:ind State equality. For instance, if we should pul'chase 
Vancouve r's Island from Great Britain for the purpose 
of removing all the Indians from our Pacific territories 
and locating them on that island as theil' permanent 
home, with guaranties th:t-t it should neve1· be occupied 
or settled with white men, will it be contended that the 
purchase should be made and the island governed under 
the power to admit new States when it was not acquired 
fol' that purpose, nor intended to be applied to that 
object? lleing acquired for Indian purposes and applied 
to Indian purposes, it is not more reasonable to assume 
thaL the powel' to acquire was d erived from the Indian 
clause, and the island must necessarily be governed undel' 
ancl con:;istent with that clause of the Constitution which 
relates to Indian affairs. Again, suppose we should deem 
it expedient to buy a small island in the lllediterranean 
or the Carribean Sea for a naval station, can it be 
~aid with any force or plausibility that the purchase 
sl.J.ould be made or the ioland governed under the power 
to admit new ~tates? On the contrary, is it not obvious 
that the right to acquire and govern . in that case is de
rivecl from the power "to provide anrl maint.ain a navy," 
and must be exercised consistently with that power. So, 
if we purchase land for forts, arsenals, Ol' other military 
purposes, 01· set apart and dedicate any territory which 
we now own for a military r eservation, it immediately 
passes undet• the military power and must be governed 
in harmony with it. So if the land be purchased for a 
mint, H must be governed under the power to coin 

money; or, if purchased for a post-office, it must be 
governed under the power to establish post-offices and 
post-roads ; or, for a custom-house, under the power to 
regulate commerce; or for a court-house, under the 
judiciary power. In short, the clause in the Constitution 
under which any land or territory belonging to the 
United States must be governed, is indicated by the 
object for which it was acquired and the purpose for 
which it is dedicated. So long, therefore, as the organic 
act of Utah shall remain in force, setting apart that 
country for a new State, and pledging the faith of the 
United States to receive it into the Union as soon as it 
should have the requisite population, we are bound to 
extend to it all the rights of self-government, agreeably 
to the clause in the <Jonstitution providing for the ad· 
mission of new States. Hence the necessity of repealing 
the organic act-withdrawing the pledge of admission, 
and placing it under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States, in order that persons and property 
may be protected, and justice administered, and crimes 
punished under the laws prescribed by Congress in such 
cases. 

While the power of Congress to repeal this organic act 
and abolish the Territorial Government cannot be deniell, 
the question may arise whether we posse5s the moral 
right of exercising the power, after the charter has been 
once granted and the local government organized under 
its provisions. 'l'his is a grnve question-one which 
should not be decided hastily, nor under the influence of 
passion or prejudice. I am free t.o say that in my opinion 
there is no moral right to repeal the organic act of a Ter
ritory, and abolish the government organized under it, 
unless the inhabitants of that Territory, a:; a community, 
have done such acts as amount to a forfeitur e uf all rights 
under it-such as becoming alien enemie,, outlaws, dis· 
n.vowing their allegiance, Ol' resisti"g the authority of 
the Unitecl States. These, and kindred acts, which we 
have every reason to believe are daily perpetrated in that 
'fcrr itory, would not only give us the moral right't but 
make it our imperative duty to abolish the Territorial 
Government, and place the inhabit.ants under the sole 
anli exclusive jurisdiction of the Uuited Stales, to the end 
that. j u,;t.ice may be done and the dignity aud authoriLy 
O'f the Government vindicated. 

I have t.lius presented plainly and frankly my views or 
the Utah question-the evils and the rem edy-upon the 
facts as they have reached us, n.nd are supposed to be 
subst>tntially cort'ect. If official reports and authentic 
information shall change or mollify these facts, I shall be 
ready to conform my notion tot.he real fact; as they shall 
be founcl to exist. I have no such pride of opinion as 
will induce me t.o pel'severe in an errnr one moment after 
my judgment is con vi need. If, therefor<', a better plan 
can be devised-one more consistent with justice and 
"ound policy, or more dfcctive as a remedy fol' acknow· 
!edged evils, I shall takt great pleasure in ad•'pting it, in 
lieu of the one I have presented to you to-night . 

In conclusion, permit ma to express my grnteful ac· 
knowledgment:; fol' your patien• attention aud t11e kind and 
r<!spectful manner in whkh you have received rn y remarks. 

INV-ASION OF STATES--SEDITION LA 'V PROPOSED. 

SPEECH OF MR. DOUGLAS. 

01'.I the 16th of January, 1860, Mr. Douglas 
submitte<i to the United States Senate the fol
lowing H.csolution: 

Resol;ved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in
struct.ed to report a bill for the protection of each Stn.te 
and Territory of the Union, again st invasion by the 
authorit.ies 01· inhabitants of any other State or 'l'e1·ritory; 
and for the suppression and punishment. of con;pirncies 
or conibina1iuns in any State or 'l'erritory with intent to 
invade, n.ssail, or ;nolest the government, inhabitants, 
properry, or institutions of any other State or Territory 
of the U11ion. 

This Resolution, coming up as a special order 
on the 23d of Janu[Lry, 

Mr. Douglas said: !llr. President, on the 25th of Novem
ber last, t.1e Governor of Virginja addressed on official 
communication to the President of the United States, in 
lVhich he said : 

"I have information from various quarters, upon which I 
r ely, that a cot1spiracy of formidable extent, in means and 
numbers, is formed in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New-Yock, and 
other States, to rescue John Brown and his associat 's, pri· 
soners at Charleston, Virgiuia. 'l'he information is specific 
enough to be reliable " ... .. 

"Places in Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, have been 
occupied as Llepots and renclczrnus by these desperadoes, un
obstructed by gttards or otherwise, tu invade this Slate, a11cl 
we are kept in conlintw.l apprehenswn of outrage fr ' n fire 
and rapine. I apprise yot1 of these facts in order t.h .. H you 
may lake steps to preserve peace between the elates." 

To this communication, the President of the United 
States, on the 28th of November, returned a reply, frorn 
which I read the following sentence: 

"I am at a loss to discover any provision in Urn Constitution 
or laws of the United Stat.es which would anthorize me to 
'take steps for this purpose.'" ['fhatis, to preserve the peace 
between the States.] 

Mr. Dougl[l,s argued at considerable length, to 
prove that the Constitution does provide for the 
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protection, by the Federal Government, of each 
State against invasion from any and all sources, 
and continued: 

The question then remaining is, what legislation is 
necessary and proper to render this guarauty of the 
0onstitu1 ion effectual? I presume there will be very 
little difference of opinion that it will be necessary to 
place the whole military power of the Government at the 
u i;posal of the President, under proper guards and 
restrictions against abuse, to repel and suppress irwasion 
when the !Jostle force shall be actually in the field. But, 
sir, that is not sufficient. Such legislation would not be 
a full compliance with this guaranty of the Constitution. 
The framers of that instrument meant more when they 
gave the guaranty. l\Iark the difference in language 
between the provision for protecting the United States 
against invasion and that for protecting the States. 
When it. provided fo1· protecting the United States, it said 
Congress shall have power to "repel invasion." When 
it callle to make this guaranty to the States, it changed 
the language, and said the United States shall" protect" 
each of the States agaiqst invasion. In the one mstance, 
t!te duty of the Government is to repel; in the other, tl1e 
guaranty is that they will protect. In other words, the 
United States are not permitted to wait until the enemy 
shall b'J upon your borders; until the invadiug army 
mall have been organi 7.41d and drilled and placed in march 
with a view to the invasion; but they must pass all laws 
lleceosary and proper to insure protection and domestic 
tranquillity to each tate and 'l'erritory of this Union 
against invasion or hostilities from other States and '1'er
nwr1es. 
• 'l'hen, sir, I hold that it is not only necessary ~o use the 
military power when the actual case of invasion shall 
occur, but to authorize the judicial department of the 
Government to suppress all conspiracie~ and combina
tions in the several ::ltates with intent to invade a State, 
or moltlstor disturb its government, its peace, its citizens, 
!ts property 01· its institutions. You must punish the 
conspiracy, the combination with iutent to do the act, 
and then you will suppress it in advance. 'l'here is no 
principle more familiar to the legal profession titan t!tat 
wherever it is proper to declare an act to be a crime, it is 
proper to punish a conspiracy or combination with intent 
to perpetrate the act. Look upon your statute·books, 
1>'.ld I presume you will find an enactment to punish the 
counterfeiting of the cuin of the United States; and theu 
ano ther section to puni'h a man for having counter'eit 
coiu in his possession with intent to pass it; an1l another 
section to puni-h him for having the molds ur dies or i11-
strum.,11ts for counterfeiting, with intent to use them. 
'l'ltis is a familiar principle in legislative and judicial pru
ceedings. If the act of invasion is criminal, thtl con· 
spiracy to invade should also be made crimiual. If it he 
unlawful and illegal to invade a State, and run olf fugi
t1 ve_sla Yes, why uot make it unlawful to form conspiracies 
and combinations in the several States wit.h iutent to do 
the a ··t? We have been told that a notorious man w!to 
has recently suiTered death for his crimes upon the 1rnl
Jows, boasted in Cleveland, Ohio, in a public lecture, a 
year ago, that he had then a body of men employed in 
running away horses from the slaveholders or ~lissoul'i, 
and pointed to a livery stable in Cleveland whicll was full 
of the tolen horses at that time. 

I think it is within our conwetency, and consequently 
our duty, to pass a law making every cot1'•pimcy or con1-
bination in any State or 'l'erritory 01 this Uniou to i11varle 
another with iutent to steal or run away propt:1 ty of any 
kind, whether it be negroes, or horses, or prnperty of""Y 
other description, into another State, a crime, and punis11 
tile co11~pir:Ltors by indictment in the U11ite1l ::itates 
court8 aml confinement in the prisons and pe11itentiaries 
of the ::ltate or 'i'd'ritory where the conspit·acy t11ay be 
former! and qut:lled. Bir, I would carry these provi;1ons 
of law as far as our constitutional powers will reach. I 

England against the live3 of the princes of France. I 
shall not argue the question of comity between foreign 
StateR. I predicate lllY argument upon the Cunstilu~:on 
by which we are governc1l, and wl1ich we have sworn to 
OIJey, and de111aud that the Constitution be executed in 
good faith so as to punbh and tiUppress every combina
tion, every conspiracy, ei1her to invar.le a State or to 
molest its inhabit1rnl>, or to 1listurb its property, or to 
snbvert its institutions and ito government. I believe 
this can be effectually <lone by authorizing the U11ite1i 
States courts in the several ::lta1es to take jurbdiction of 
the offense, and punish the violation of the Jaw with 
appropriate punishments. 

lt cannot be said that the time has not yet arrived for 
such legislation. It caunot be sairl with truth that the 
Harper's l•'erry case will nor, be repeated, or is not in 
danger of repetition. IL is only necessary to inquire into 
the causes which produced the Harper'; Ferry outrag•~, 
and ascertain whether tho>e causes are yet in activtl 
operation, and then you can detennine whether there is 
any ground for apprehension that tl1at inYasion will be 
repeated. Sir, whaL were the cau,es which prod need the 
Harper's Ferry ou1rage? Witl1out stoppiug to adduce 
evidence in detail, I have no he~itation in expressing my 
firm and deliberate conviction that the IIa,rper's ]l'en·y 
crime was the natural, logical, inevitnble res·1•ltofthe 
doctrines and teachings of the Repiiulican pa1·ty, as 
eroplained and erifvrced in their platform, tlieir pa1·
tisun pre;ses, thei1· pamphlet8 ancl books, and espe· 
cially in the speeches of tlteil' lea li ers i1• wnd out vf 
Cono1·es8. (Applause i11 tlitl galleries.) 

And, sir, inasmuch as the Constitution of the United 
States confers upon Congress the power coupled with 
the duty of protecting each State against external 
aggression, and inasmuch as that include; the power of 
suppressing and punishiug conspiracies in one State 
against the institutions, lJropert.r, people, or govern
ment of every other State, l detiire to carry out that 
power vigorously. Sir, give us such a Jaw as the Con
stitution contemplates and authorizes, and I will show 
the Senator from New Yori' that the re is a constitutional 
mode of repressinCJ the" irrepres,iule conflict." I 'wilt 
open thep1·ison doors to allow con"pi· ato1·s aoain8t the 
peace of the Republic a11d the dum, stfo t1 W11J1•iltity of 
ow· States to select their celts w!1erein to li1·ag V'Ut ci 
mise!'able life as apunishmentful' their cr·wnes aoain1;t 
the peace of society. 

~Ir. President, the mode of preserving peace is plain. 
Thi~ system of sectional warfare rnutit cease. The Con
stitution has given the power, and all "e ask of Congress 
is to give the means, and we, by indictments and con
victions in the Federal cou1·ts of our several :Stat.es, will 
make such examples of the leaders of these conspiracies 
as will strike terror into the hearts of the others, and 
there will be an end of th is cruoacle. ::lir, you must 
check it by crushing out the conspiracy, the combina
tion, and then there can be safety. 

[A special committee of tlie Senate, of which 
Mr. Mason, of Va., was chairman, appvinted to 
investigate the Harper's Ferry affair, ascertain 
the cause of the raitl, and report what laws, if 
any, were necessary to prevent a repetition, 
reported near the close of the session, that 
the committee were unable to discove1· that 
any persons were either directly or indirectly 
engaged in the invasion, other than John 
Brown and those who accompanied him to 
lforper's Ferry.] 

wru.T POPULAR SOVERE1GX'£Y llAS DONE. 

would make it a crime to form conspiracies ioith a .From j)fr. J)ouglas' Speech in theS<nate., May 16, 1860. 
f!'iew of i111vacling States or Teri•itories to co11t1·ot 
elections, whetlle1· they ue under the garb of Emi(J1'ant But, we are told that the necessary result of this doc
Aid Societies of New Engl<ind or Btue Lodge.~ of ,l£ii;- trine of non-inten' ention, which, gentlemen, by way of 
~ouri. (Applause in the galleries.) In otlit:r wurds, throwing ridicule upon it, call squatter soYereignty. is 
this provbion of the Cun,t1tutions means mortl than the to cleprive the ::louth of all participation in what they 
mere repelling of an invasion when the invading army call the common 'l'erritories of the i;nitet! States. Thai 
shall reach Lite bonlt:r of a ::ltate. The laugLtage is, iL was the ground on which the ::;.,nator fro1u ;llisissippi p!r. 
shall protect the ::;tale against invasior.; the 1ueauing of Davis), predicated his opposition to the Compromise 
which is, to use the language of the preamble to tl1e Uon· Measures of 1:050. He regarded n refusal to repeal the 
stitutiun, to insurn to each State dutn~otic tranquillity ~lexican Jaw as equivalent to Lh 1J ""ilmot Proviso; a re
against exterrrnl violence. 'l'here can be no peace, there fusal to recoanize by an act of Congress the right to 
ca.n be no prosperity, tlttlre can be no safety 111 auy con1- carry a slave there as equivalent to the Wilmot Proviso; 
muniLy, unless it is secured against violence from al~oad. a refusal to deny to a Tecritotfal Legislatme the right to 
Why, sir, it lrn.s been a question ~eriously mooted in exclude Slavery as equivalent to an exclusion. He be· 
Europe, whether it was not th~ duty of l!:nglallll, a puwer I lieved at that time that tltis doctrine did :imount to a 
foreign to France, to pass laws to punish conspirncie~ in denial of so11thern rights; and he told the people of 
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.Mississippi so; but they doubted it. Now let us see how I tor from Mississippi regards as hostile to the rights of the 
far his theory and suppositions have been verified. I South. Where did you ever get any other fruits that 
infer that he told the people of Mississippi so, for he I were more palatable to your taste or more refre3hing to 
makes it a charge in his bill of indictment against nie, your strengtJ1? What other inch of Free Territory has l>een 
that I !lm hostile to southern rights because I gave those I converted into Slave Territory on the American continent, 
vot~s. since the Revolution, except in New Mexico and Arizona, 

Now, what has been the result? My views were und er the principle of non-intervention affirmed at 
incorporated into the Compromise Measures of 1850, and Chal'leston? lf it be true that this principie of non-inter
his were rej ected. Has the South been excluded from all J vention has given to Slavery all New Mexico, which was 
the territory acquired from l\Iexico? What says the bill I sunounded on nearly every side by Free Territory, will 
from the House of Representatives now on your tal>le, not the same principle protect you in the northern states 
repealing the slave code in New Mexico, established by of :'\fexico when they are acquired, since they are now sur
the people themselves? It is part of the history o/ the I rounded by Slave Territory; are several hundred miles 
cowntry that mider this doctrine of non-intuvention, further South; have many degrees of greater heat; ancl 
this doctrine that you delight to call squatter sove- have a climate and soil adapted to Southern products? 
reignty, the people of New .Jfemiao have int1·oduced Are you not satisfied with these practical results? Do 
and p1·otected Stnvei·y in the whole of that Territory. you desire to appeal from the people of the Territories 
Under this do ct1·ine, they have conmerted ct t1·act of to the Congress of the United States to settle this que;
Free Territo1·y into Stave Territory, more than fave tion in the 'l'erritories? When you distrust the people 
times the size of the Stcite of New-York. Under this and appeal to Congress, wiLh both houses largely against 
doctr•ine, Slave1·y has been emtended ji•om the Rio you on this question, what sort of protection will you get.? 
Grande to the G1ilf of California., and from the tine of Whenever you ask a Slave code from Congress to protect 
the Republic of11Ieroico, not only up to 36 deg. 30 min., your institutions in a Territory where the people do not 
but i~p to 38 deg.-GIVING YOU A DEGHEE A!ID A HALF MOR~ want it, you will get that sort of protection which the 
SLAVE Tl>RRITOl<Y TH.IN YOlJ EVER CLAIM:iD. In 1848 and wolf gives to the la.rob; you will get that sort of friendly 
1849 and 1850, you only asked to have the line of 36 deg. hug that the gl'izzly bear gives to the infant. Appealing 
30 min. The Nashville convention fixed that as its ulti- to an Anti-Sh1very Congress to pass laws of protection, 
matum. I offered it in the Senate in August, 1348 and it with a view of forcing ::ilavery upon an unwilling and 
was adopted here but rejected in the House of Hepresen- hostile people! Sir, of all the ~cd schemes that ever 
tatives. You asked only up to 36 deg. 30 min., and non- could be devised by the South, or by tl ' e enemies of the 
intervention has (Ji-Den yon Slave Territory up to 38 South, th<tt which recognizes the right of Congress to 
deg., A D~GREE AND ,\ ll .ILF MORE TJHN YOU ASKED; touch the institution of ::;Javery either in States or Terri
and yet you say that this is a sacrifice of Southern tories. beyond the single case provided in the Constitu
rights ! tion for the r endition of fugitive t-lave,.;, is the most 

These are the fruits of this principle which the Sena- fatal.-Appendim to Con(J;·e&sional Globe, JJa(Je 314. · 

TI-IE IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT . 
• • • 

.A. SPEECII BY WILLI.A.Ji H. SEW ARD, 

Delivered at Rochester, .Mo11day, Oct. 25, 1858. 

FELLOW-CITIZENS: 'l'he unmist.akable outbreaks of zeal 
which occur all around me, show that you are earnest men 
-and such a man am I. J,et us, therefore, at least for a 
time, pass by all secondary and collateral questions, 
whether of a personal or of a general nature, aml consider 
the main subject of the present canvass. The D~mocratic 
party, or, to speak more accurately, the party which wears 
that attractive name, is in possession of the Federal Go
vernment. 'rhe Republicans propose to dislodge that 
party, and dbmiss it from its high trust. 

The main subject, then, is, whether the Democractic 
party deserves to retain the confidence of the American 
people. In attempting to prove it unworthy, I think that 
I am not actuated by prejudices against that party, or by 
prepossessions in favor of its adversary; for I have learned, 
by some experience, that virtue and patriotism, vice and 
selfishness, are found in all parties, and that they differ 
less in their motives than in the policies they pmsue. 

Our country is a theatre, which exhibits in full opera
tion, two radically different political systems ; t.he one 
resting on the basis of servile or slave labor, the other on 
the basis of voluntary labor of freemen. 

'1'he laborers who are enslaved are all negroes, or per
sons more or less purely of African derivation. But this 
is only accidental. The principle of the system is, that 
labor in every society, by whomsoever performed, is ne
cessarily unintellectual, groveling, and base; and that the 
labore r, equally for his own good and for the welfare of 
the 'State, ought to be enslaved. The white laboring man, 
whether native or foreigner, is not enslaved, only because 
he cannot, as yet, be reduced to bondage. 

You need not be told now that the slave system ls the 
older of the two, and that once it was universal. 

The emancipation of our own ancestors, Caucasians 
and Europeans as they were, hardly dates beyond a 
period of five hundred years. The great melioration of 
human society which modern times exhibit, is mainly due 
to the incomplete substitution of the system of voluntary 
labor for the old one of servile labor, which has already 
taken place. This African slave system ls one which, in 
its origin and in its growth, has been altogether foreign 
from the habits of the races which colonized these States, 
and established civilization here. It was introduced on 

this new continent as an engine of conquest, and for the 
establishment of monarchica 1 power, by the Portuguese and 
the Spaniards, and was rapidly extended by them a ll over 
South America, Central America, Louisiana, and Mexico. 
Its legitimate fruits are seen in the poverty, imbecility, and 
anarchy, which now pervade all Portuguese and Spanish 
America. 'l'he free-labor system is of German extraction, 
and it was established in our country by emigrants from 
Sweden, Holland, Germany, Great Britain, and Ireland. 
We justly ascribe to its inttuences the strength, wealth, 
greatness, intelligence, and freedom which the whole 
American people now enjo,v. One oft.he chief elements of 
the valu.e of humrLn life is freedom in the pursuit of happi
ness. The slave system is not only intolerant, unjust, and 
inhuman toward the laborer, whom, only because he is a 
laborer, it loads down with chains and converts into mer
chandise, but is scarcely less severe upon the freeman, to 
whom, only because he is a laborer from necessity, it de
nies facilities for employment, and whom it expels from 
the communitv because it cannot enslave and convert him 
into merchandise also. It is necessarily improvident and 
ruinous, because, as a general truth, communities prosper 
and flourish or droop and decline in just the degree that 
they practice or neglect to practice the primary duties of 
justice and humanity. The free-labor system conforms to 
the divine law of equality, which is written in the hearts 
and consciences of men, and therefore is always and every
where beneficent. 

The slave system is one of constant danger, distrust, 
suspicion, ancl watchfulness. It debases those whose 
toil alone can produce wealth and resources for defense, 
to the lowest degree of which human nature is capable, 
to guard against mutiny and insurrection, and thus 
wastes energies which otherwise might be employed in 
national development and aggrandizement. 

The free-labor system educates all alike, and by open
ing all the fields of industrial employment, and all the 
departments of authority, to the unchecked and equal 
rivalry of all classes of men, at once secures universal 
contentment, and brings into the highest possible acti
vity all the physical, moral, and social energies of the 
whole State. In States where the slave system prevails, 
the masters, directly or indirectly, secure all political 
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power, and constitute a ruling aristocracy. In States 
where the free-labor system prevails, universal suffrage 
necessarily obtains, and the State inevitably becomes, 
sooner or later, a republic or democracy. 

Russia yet maintains Slavery, and is a despotism. 
Most of t~ other European States have abolished 
Slavery, and adopted the system of free labor. It was 
the antagonistic political tendencies of the two systems 
which tlte first Napoleon was contemplating when he 
predicted that Europe would ultimately be either all 
Cossack or all Republican. Never did human saga.city 
utter a more pregnant truth. The two systems are at 
once perceived to be incongruous. Ilut they are more 
than incongruous-they are incompatible. They never 
ha.ve permanently existed together in one country, and 
they never can. It would be easy to demonstrate this 
impossibility, from the irreconcilable contrast between 
their great principles and characteristics. But the expe
rience of mankind has conclusively established it. 
Slavery, as I have already intimated, existed in every 
state in Europe. Free labor has supplanted it every
where except in Russia and Turkey. State necessities 
developed in modern times, are now obliging even those 
two nations to encourage and emplcy free labor; and 
already, despotic as they are, we find them engaged in 
abolishing Slavery. In the United States, Slavery came 
lnto collision with free labor at the close of the last cen
tury, and fell before it in New-England, New-York, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, but triumphed over it effec
tually, aud excluded it for a period yet undetermined, 
from Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia. Indeed, so 
incompatible are the two systems, that every new State 
which is organized within our ever-extending domain 
makes its first political act a choice of the one and an 
exclusion of the other, even at the cost of civil wa.r, if 
necessary. The Slave States, without Jaw, at the last 
national election, successfully forbade, within their own 
limits, even the casting of votes for a candidate for Presi
dent of the United States supposed to be favorable 
to the establishment of the free-labor system in new 
States. 

Hitherto, the two systems have existed in different 
States, but side by side within the American Union. 
This has happened because the Union is a confederation 
of States, But in another aspect the United States con
stitute only one nation. Iocrease of population, which 
is filling the States out to their very borders, together 
with a new and extended net-work of railroads and 
other avenues, and an internal commerce which daily 
becomes more intimate, is rapidly bringing the StatP.s 
into a higher and more perfect social unity or con
solidation. Thus, these antagonistic systems are con
tinually coming into closer contact, and collision 
results. 

Shall I tell you what this collision means? They who 
think that it is accidental, unnecessary, the work of in
terested or fanatical agitators, and therefore ephemeral, 
mistake the case altogether. It is an irrepressible con
flict between opposing and enduring forces, and it 
means that the United States must and will, sooner or 
later, become either entirely a slaveholding nation, or 
entirely a free-labor nation. Either the cotton and rice 
fields of South Carolina and the sugar planta.tions of 
Louisiana will ultimately be tilled by free labor, and 
Charleston and New Orleans become marts for legiti
mate merchandise alone, or else the rye-fields and 
wheat-fields of Massachusetts and New-York must again 
be surrendered by their farmers to slave culture and to 
the production of slaves, and Boston and New-York be
come once more markets for trade in the bodies and 
souls of men. It is the failure to apprehend this great 
truth that induces so many unsuccessful attempts at 
final compromise between the Slave and ]free States, 
and it is the existence of this great fact that renders all 
such pretended compromises, when made, vain and 
ephemeral. Startling as this saying may appear to you, 
fellow-citizens, it is by no means an original or even a 
modern one. Our forefathers knew it to be true, and 
unanimously acted upon it when they framed the Consti
tution of the United States. They regarded the exist
ence of the servile system in so many of the States with 
son-ow and shame, which they openly confessed, and 
they looked upon the collision be~ween them, which was 
then just revealing itself, and whtch we are now accus
tomed to deplore, with favor a.nd hope. They knew that 
either the one or the other system must exclusively pre
vail. 

Unlike too many of those who in modern times invoke 
their authority, they had a choice between the two. 
They preferred the system of free labor, and they det~r
mined to organize tha Government, and so to direc~ its 
activity, that that system should surely and certamly 
prevail. For this purpose, a.nd no other, they bPoSed the 
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whole structure of Government broadly on the principie 
that all men are created equal, and therefore free-little 
dreaming that, within the short period of one hundred 
years, their descendants would bear to be told by any 
orator, however popular, that the utterance of that prin
ciple was merely a rhetorical rhapsody; or by any judge 
however venerattd, that it was attended by ment.al re
servations, which rendered it hypocritical and false. By 
the Ordinance of 1787, they dedicated all of the national 
domain not yet polluted by Slavery to free labor im
mediately, thenceforth and forever; while by the new 
Constitution and Jaws they invited foreign free labor 
from all lands under the sun, and interdicted the im
portation of African Slave Labor, at all times, in all 
places, and under all circumstances whatsoever. It is 
true that they necessarily and wisely modified this 
policy of Freedom, by leaving it to the several States, 
affected as they were by differing circumstances, to 
abolish Slavery in their own way and at their own plea
sure, instead of confiding that duty to Congress, and 
that t.hey secured to the Slave States, while yot retain
ing the system of Slavery, a three-fifths representation 
of slaves in the Federal Government, until they should 
find themselves able to relinquish it with safety. But 
the very nature of these modifications fortifies my posi
tion that the fathers knew that the two systems could 
not endure within the Union, and expected that within 
a short period Slavery would disappear forever. More
over, in order that these modifications might not alto
gether defeat their grand design of a Republic maintain
ing universal equality, they provided that two-thirds of 
the States might amend the Constitution. 

It remains to say on this point only one word, to guard 
against misapprehension. lf these States are to again be
come universally slaveholding, I do not pretend to say 
with what violations of the Constitution that end shall be 
accomplished. On the other hand, while I do confidently 
believe and hope that my country will yet become a land 
of universal Freedom, I do not expect that it will be made 
so otherwise than through the action of the several States 
cooperating with the Federal Government, and all acting 
in strict conformity with their respective Constitutions. 

'rhe strife and contentions concerning SlaYery, which 
gently-disposed persons so habitually deprecate, are no
thing more than the ripening of the conflict which the fathors 
themselves, not only thus regarded with favor, but which 
they may be said to have instituted. 

It is not to be denied, however, that thus far the course 
of that contest has not been according to their humane 
anticipations and wishes. In the field of federal politics, 
Slavery, deriving unlooked-for advantages from commer
cial changes, and energies·unforeseen from the facilities of 
combination between members of the slaveholding class 
and between that class and other property classes, early 
rallied, and has at length made a stand, not merely to re
tain its original defensive position, but to extend its sway 
throughout the whole Union. It is certain that the slave
holding class of American citizens indulge this high ambi
tion, and that they derive encouragement for it from the 
rapid and effective political successes which they have 
already obtained. 'l'he plan of operation is this: By con
tinued appliances of patronage and threats of disunion, 
they will keep a majority favorable to these designs in the 
Senate, where each State has an equal representation. 
Through that majority they will defeat, as they best can, 
the admission of J;'ree States, and secure the admission of 
Slave States. Under the protection of the Judiciary, they 
will, on the principle of the Dred Scott case, carry Slavery 
into all the Territories of the United States now existing, 
and hereafter to be organized. By the action of the Pre
sident and the Semite, using the treaty-making power, they 
will annex foreign slaveholding States. In a favorable 
conjuncture they will in.duce" Congress to repeal the act of 
1808, which prohibits the foreign slave-tra.de, and so they 
,,,ill import from Africa, at the cost of only $20 a head, 
slaves enough to fill up the interior of the continent. 
Thus relatively increasing the number of Slave States, they 
will allow no amendment to the Constitution prejudicial to 
their interest; and so, having permanently established 
their power, they expect the Federal Judiciary to nullify 
all State laws which shall interfere with internal or foreign 
coil1.lllerce in sliwes. When the J;'ree St.ates shall be sufli
ciently demoralized to tolerate these designs, they reason
ably conclude that Slavery will be accepted by those States· 
themselves. I shall not stop to show how speedy or how 
complete would be the ruin which the accomplishment of 
these slaveholding schemes would bring upon the country. 
For one, I should not remain in the country to test the sad 
experiment. Having spent my manhood, though not my 
whole life, in a Free State, no aristocracy of any kind, 
much less an aristocracy of slaveholders, shall ever make 
the Jaws of the land in which I shall be content to live. 
Having seen ilie society around me universally eugageu Ui 
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agriculture, manufactures and trade, which were innocent I office had been filled by slaYeholders U1irty-tirn out of 
and beneficent, I shall never be a denizen of a ::itate forty years. 
where men and women are reared as cattle, and bought ln 1::>36, Martin Yan Duren-the first no1i->laveholding 
and sold as merchandise. When that evil day shall come, II citizen of a .Free , tate to "·hose election the Democratic 
and all further effort at rc~islancc shall be in1possible, party ever consented-signalize,! his iuauguration into the 
then, if there shall be no better hope for redemption than l're~idency, hy a gratuitous announcement, lliat u1Hler no 
1 C<tQ now foresee, 1 shall say with l•'ranklin, while looking circumstances woulcl he ever approve a l>ill for the alJoli
abroad over the whole earth for a new aml more congenial tion or Slavery in the llistrict of Coluu1bia. .From 1838 to 
!Jome, "Where lil:crty dwells there is my country." 18±-1-, the subject of abolh;hin~ ~Javery in the Di:;trict of 

You will tell me that thes~ fears arc extrnvagn,nt and Colu111lJi:1 and in the national tlock-yartls and arsenals, 
chimcric;il. 1 answer, they arc so; but they are so only was brought licfore Cougress by i·cpeatecl popular appeals. 
because the designs or the slaveholders must and can be 'l'he Democratic party thereupon promptly denied the right 
defeated. But it is only the possibility of defeat that ren- of petition, and effectually ~uppressed the freedom of 
tiers them so. '.!.'hey cannot be defeated hy inactivity. speech in Congress, so far as the;in:;titution of Slavery was 
'.!.'here i8 no escape from them, compatible with non-resbt- concerned. 
ancc. llow, then, and in what way, shall the necessary l!'rom 1 40 to 184.'3, good ancl wise men coun elled that 
rc>istance Ile made? '.!.'here is only one way. '.l.'he Demo- Texas hould remain outsitle of the Union until she 
cratic party mu ·t be permanently dislodged from the Gov- should consent to rel nquish her self-instituted slavery; 
ernrneut. 'l'he reason i -, that the Democratic party is in- but the Democratic party precipitated her admis:;ion into 
extricably committed to the designs of the slayeholders, the Union, not only without that condition, but even 
which I have described. Let me be well understood. I do I with a co1 enant that the SUtte might be dil·ided and 
not charge that the Democratic candidates for publicoilice reorganized so as to constitute four ::,Jave States instead 
now before the people are pledged to, much less that th<! of one. 
Democratic masses who support them really adopt, those In 11:>4.6, when the United States became involved in a. 
atrocious and dangerous designs. Candidates may, and war with i\lexico, and it was apparent that the struggle 
generally do, mean to act justly, wisely, and patriotically, would eud in the dismemberment of that republic, which 
wheu they shall be elected; but they become the ministers was a non-slaveholdu1g power, the Democratic party 
and sen-ants, not the dict<ttors, of the powcr which elects rejected a declaration tltat ::ihwer:r should not be estab
thcm. 'l'hc policy which a party shall pursue at n, future lished "·ithin the territory to be acquirecl. When, in 
period is only gradually tlevelopetl, depending on the oc- lt>50, governments were to b~ instituted in the Territo
currcnce of c1·cnts never fully foreknown. 'l'he moti,·es ries of C:altforni<i and .'\ew-~Iexico the fruits of that war, 
of men, whether acting as electors, or in any other capa- the Democratic party refused to admit Ne11-i1Jexico as a 
city, are generally pure. N~verthekss, it i8 not more true Pree State, and only consent Cl] to aclmit Californilt as a. 
that" Hell is paved with good intenrions,'' than it is that .Free Un,te on the condition, as it has since explained the 
earth is con~rcd with wrecks resulting from innocent and transaction, of leaving all of :\ew-~Jexico and !;tah open 
amiable moth·es. to ::ihwery, to which was abo added the concession of 

'l'he very constitution of the Democratic party commits perpetual :Slavery in the Distdct of Columbia, anti the 
it to execute all the designs of the slaveholders, whatever pa.,;sage of an unconstitutional, cruel, antl hu•11iliating 
they may be. lt is not a party of the whole Union of all law, for the recapture of fugitive slaves, with a furl her 
the J<'rcc States and of all the S1'we States ; nor yet is it a stipulation tlrnt the subject of Slavery should never <1gain 
party of the ~·rec :States in the North and in the l\ort!iwest; be agitated in either chamber of Congress. When, in 
but it is a sectional and local party, h;wing practically its lb.54, the slaveholders were contentedly reposing on these 
seat within tl1e Slave i::ltateR, and counting its constituency great advantages, then so recent'.y won, the Democratic 
chiefly ancl almost exclusil-ely there. or all its represcn- party, unnecessarily, otl:iciously, and with superservicea
tativc- in Congress ancl in the Electoral College, two-thirds ble liberality, awakened them from their slumber, to offer 
unifonuly come from these States. lts great element of and force on their accc)lt ance the abrogatiou of the Jaw 
strength lies in the vote of the sla1·eholdl'rs, augmented by which declared that neither Sl;wery nor involuntary ser
the re)lresentation of three-fifths of the slaves. Deprh·e \itude should ever ex1,t within that part of the ancient 
the Democratic party of this strength, and it \multi be <t territory of Loub1ana \I hich lay outi;ide of the State of 
helpless and hopcle " minority, incapable of continuecl or- :\lbi;ouri, and north of the parallel of ilG cleg. 30 min. of 
gauization. 'l'he Democratic party, bdng thus local and north latitutle-:i law \Yhich, with the exception of one 
sectional, acc1uires new strength from the admi:;sion of other, 11 as the only statute of Freedom then remaining in 
eYer:r new ~h11·e State, and loses relatil·eJ:r by the admio- the .Federal code. 
sion of c\·ery new .Free ::itate into the !..inion. In lt>56, when the people of Kansas had organized a 

-'~ party is, in one sense, a joint-stock association, in new J:::ltat.e within the rei.;ion thus abandoned to Siu 1·ery, 
winch those who contribute most direct the action and and applted to he admitted as a l'ree :-tate into the L-nion 
management of the concern. 'l'hc shtYcholtlers contribut- the Democnitic party conteniptuously rejected their pe'. 
ing in an O\'erwhelmning proportion to the capital streno-th tiLion anti clrove them, with menaces anti intimi<latious 
of the Dcmocrntic party, they nece,.-<arily dictate and 1~re- from the halls of Congress, and armed the l're:;itlcnt wiu'i 
scribe its policy. 'l'he inel'itable caucus system enable them military power to enforce their submission to a slave 
to do so with a show of fairness andjustice. Hit were pos- code, e.>tablishetl over them by fraucl <UHi u,urpation. 
sible to conceive for a moment that the Democratic partv At every subsequent stage of the Ion" conte>t which has 
should clisobey the behests of the shweholclers, we shoulcl since raged in Kamas, the Democrati~ party has Jent its 
then cc a withdrawal of the sla,·eholder:<, \Yhich would sympatlues, its aid, and all thepowe,s oft he Go1·ernment 
lc<Lvc the party to perbh. 'l'hc portion of the party which which it controlled, to enforce t'laYery upon that unwil
is found iu the Jcrec :'late' i- a mere ap)lenua:,:·e, conve- ling ~nu injured people. Anti now, e1cn at this chty, 
nient to modify its sectional clmractcr, without itupairing while it mocks us 111th the assurnnce that 1-i:ansas is free 
!ts scctioual cotbtitution, aud is less effective in regulating the Democratic party keeps tlie State excluded from he;. 
its movement than the nebulons tail of the comet is in de- Just ancl proper pl<Lce in tile L nion, nncler the boue t!Jat 
termining the :wpointed though apparently eccentric hhe may be dragooned into the acceptance of :Slavery. 
course of the fiery sphere from which it emanates. 'l'he Democratic parry, tlnally, ha;> p1 ocured from a 

1'o expect the Democratif party to resist Slavery and Supreme Judiciary, fixed in its interL•tit a decree that 
f<wor Freedom, is as unrea ·onable as to look for Protestant Sia \'ery exL~t.'l by force of the Constitutio1; in P.Yery 'l'erri
~is:.ionaries to the Catholic Propaganda of Rome. '.l.'he tory of the Unitecl Stales, paramount to all Jegi:;lative 
history of the Democratic party commits it to the policy authority either within the 'l'erritory, or re>itliug in Con
of Slavery. It !!as Ileen the Democratic party, and no gress. 
other agency, winch Juts carried that policy up to its pre- Such is the Democratic party. lt has no policy State 
sent alarming cuhnination. \\'ithout stopping to ascertain or l!°ederal, for finance or trade or 111a nnfacture o'r com
critically, the.origin. of the present Democratic party, w~ merce, or education, or internai'improvements, o\· for the 
may concede its claun to date from the era of goocl feeling protection or even the security of civil or religious Jib
which occurred under the Administration of President erty. lt is positive and uncomprombing in the intere~t 
Monroe. At that time, in this State, and about that time of Si n.very-negative compromising and vacillatin" in 
in m:tny others of the Free States, the Democratic party r egard to everything' else. It boasts its Joye of cqu~1

1Jity 
deliberately dbfranchisecl the free colored, or African citi- and wastes it~ ,tren.-.th and enn its life, in fortifyinu the 
11:en, and it ha pertinaciously continued this disfranchise- only aristocracy kn~wr~ in the land. It professes f1'.,1ter
mcnt ever since. 'l'his was an effective aid t-0 Slavery; nity, and, so often as f'.lavcry require•, allies itself with 
for while the slaveholcler vot.e for his slaYes against 1'1-ee- pro. cription. It m;ignifics itself for conquests in fore ign 
dom, the freed slave in the J<'ree States is prohibited from lands, but it sen<!. the national eagle forth always with 
voting against Slavery. chains, and not lhe olil·e branch, in his fangs . 

In 1SU, the Democracy resisted the election of John This dark recorcl shows you, fellow citizens what I 
Quincy Adams-himself before that time an acceptable wn,s unwilling to announce at an earlier stau~ of this 
Democrat-and in 1 28, it expelled him from tlie l'resi- argument, that of the whole nefarious schedul~ of sla.ve
dency, and put <i slaveholder in hill place, although the holding designs which I have submitted to you, the Demo• 



THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY FOR SLA. VERY. 163 

cratic party has left only one yet to be consummated- I too conservativE for others. As if any party ever foresaw 
the abrogation of the law which forbids the African sla\'e I so clearly the course of future events as to plan a univer
trade. sal scheme for future action, adapted to all possible 

Now, I know very well that the Democratic party has, I emergencies. Who would ever have joined even the Whig 
at every stage of.these proceedings, disavowed the motive party of the Revolution, if it. had been obliged to answer, 
and the policy of fortifying and extending Slavery, and in 1775, whether it would declare for Independence in 
has excused them on entirely different and more !Jlausi- 1776, and for this noble Federal Constitution of ours in 
ble grounds. But the inconsistency and frivolity of 1787, and not a year earlier or later? 
these pleas prove still more conclusively the guilt I 'l'he people of the United States will be as wise next 
charge upon that party. It must, indeed, try to excuse year, and the year afterward, and even ten years hence, 
such guilt before mankind, and even to the consciences as we are now. They will oblige the Republican party 
of its own adherents. 'l'here is an instinctive abhorrence to act as the public welfare and the interests of justice 
of Slavery, and an inborn and inhering love of Freedom and humanity shall require, through all the stages of its 
in the human heart., which renders palliation of such career, whether of trial or triumph. 
gross misconduct indispensable. It disfranchised the free Others will not venture an effort, because they fear 
African on tl1e ground of a fear that, if left to enjoy the that the Union would not endu1·e the change. Will 
right of suffrage, he might seduce the free white citi- such objectors tell me how long a Constitution can bear 
zen into amalgamation with his wron'ged and despised a strain directly along the fibres of which it is com
race. 'l'he Democratic party condemned and deposed posed? This is a Constitution of Freedom. It is being 
John Quincy Adams, because he expended $12,000,000 a converted into a Constitution of Slavery. It is a repub
year, while it justifies his favored successor in spending lican Constitution. It is being made an aristocratic one. 
$70,000,000, $80,000,000, and even $1< 0,000,000, a year. Others wish to wait until some collateral questions con
It denies emancipation in the District of Columbia, e\ren cerning temperance, or the exercise of the elective fran
wit:1 compensation to masters and the consent of the chise are properly settled. Let me ask all such persons, 
people, on the ground of an implied constitutional inbi- whether time enough has not been wasted on these 
bition, although the Constitution expressly confers upon points already, without gaining any other than this 
Congress sovereign legislative power in that District, and single advantage, namely, the discovery that only one 
although the Democratic party is tenacious of the prin- thing can be effectually done at one time, and that the 
ciple or strict construction. lL violated the express 1n·o- one thing which must and will be done at any one time 
visions of the Constitution in suppressing petition and is just that thing which is most urgent, and will no 
debate on the subject of Slavery, through fear of dis- longer admit of postponement or delay. Finally, we 
turbance of the public harmony, although it claims that are told by faint-hearted men that they de. pond; the 
the electors have a right to instruct their representatives, Democratic party, they say, is unconquerable, and the 
and even demand their resignation in cases of conlU- dominion of Slavery is consequently inevitable. I 
macy. It extended Slavery over Texas, and connived at reply to them, that. the complete and universal dominion 
the attempt to spread it across the l\Iexican territories, of Slavery would be int.olerable enough when it should 
even to the shores of the Pacific Ocean, under a plea or have come after the last possible effort to escape should 
enlarging the area of Freedom. It abrogated the i\Iexi- have been made. 'l'here woulu, in that case, be left to 
can slave law and the Missouri Compromise prohi\Jition us the consoling reflection of fidelity to duty. 
of Slavery in Kansas, not to open tile ntw 'l'erritori~s to But I reply, fo.rther, that I know-few, 1 think, know 
Slavery, but to try therein the new and fascinating better than I-the resources and energies of the Demo
theories of Non-intervention and Popular Sovere :gnty; cratic party, which is identical with the i:ilave l'ower. I 
and, finally, it overthrew both these new and elegant do ample prestige to its traditional popularity. I know 
systems by the English Lecompton bill and the Dred further-few, I think, know better tlrn.n I-the diffi
Scott decision, on the ground that the Free States ought culties and disadvantages of organizing a new political 
not to enter the Union without a population equal to the force like the Republican party, and the obstacles it 
represeutative basis of one member of Congre6s, although must encounter in laboring without prestige and without 
Slave States might come in withont inspection as to their patronage. But, notwithstanding all this, I know that 
numbers. the Democratic party must go down, and that the Ite· 

Will any member of the Democratic party now here publican party must rise into its place. The Demo
claim that the authorities chosen by the suffrages of the catic party derived its strength, originally, from its 
party transcended their partisan platforms, and so misre- adoption of the principles of equal and exact justice to 
presented I.be party in the various transactions I have all men. So long as it practiced this principle faith
recited? 'l'hen I ask him to name one Democratic fully, it was invulnerable. It became vulnerable when 
statesman or legislator, from Van Buren to Walker, it renounced the principle, and since that ti11Je it has 
who either timidly or cautiously like them, or boldly or maintained itself, not by virtue of its own strength, or 
defiantly like Douglas, ever refused to execute a even of its traditional me1 its, but because there as yet 
behest of the slaveholders, and was not therefor, and had appeared in tl~e political field no other party that 
for no other cause, immediately denounced, and de- had the conscience and the courage to take up, and 
posed from his trust, and repudiated by the Democratic avow, and practice the life-inspiring principle.; which 
party for that contumacy. the Democratic party had surrendered. At last, the 

I think, fellow-citizens, that I have slto\vn you that it Hepublican party has appeared'. It avows now, as the 
is high time for the friends of Freedom to rush to the Republican party of 1800 did, in one word, its faith and 
rescue of the Constitution, and that their very first duty its works, "Equal and exact justice to all men." Even 
is to dismiss the Democratic party from the administra- when it first entered the field, only lrnlf organized, it 
tion of the Government. struck a blow which only just failed to secure complete 

Why shall it not be done? All agree that it ought to and triumphant victory. In this, its second campaign, 
be done. What, then, shall prevent its being done? it has already won advantages which render that tri
Nothing bot timidity or division of the opponents of the umph now both easy and cenain. 
Democratic party. 'l'he secret of its assured success lies in that very char-

Some of these opponents start one objection, and some acteristic which, in the 111outh of scoffers, constitutes its 
anothe1·. Let us notice these objections briefly. One great and lasting imbecility and reproach. It lies in 
class say that they cannot trust the Republican party; the fact that it is a party of one idea; but that idea is :J. 
that it has not avowed its hostility to Slavery boldly noble one-an idea that fills and expands all generous 
enough, or its affection for Freedom earnestly enough. souls; the idea of equality-the equality of all men be-

I ask in reply, is there any other party which can be more fore human tribunals and human laws, as they all are 
safely trusted? Every one knows that it is the Hepulllican equal before the Divine tribunal and Divine laws. 
party or none, that shall displace the Democratic party. I know, and you know, that a revolution has begun. 
Dut I answer further, that the character and fidelity I know, and all the world knows, that revolutions never 
of any party are determined, necessarily, not by its go backward. 'l'wenty Seuators and a hundred Repre
pledges, programmes, and platforms, but by the public sentatives proclaim boldly in Congress to-d~y sentiments 
exigencies, and the temper of the people when they call and opinions and principles of Freedom which ha:·dly so 
it into activity. Subserviency to Shivery is a law writ- many men, even in this f, ee State, .d<~red to n,tter rn their 
ten not onlv on the forehead of the Democratic part.y, own homes twenty years ago. \Vlule the Government 
but also in ·its very soul-so resistance to Slavery, and of the United States, under the .condJtCt. of th~ Demc,. 
devotion to Freedom, the popular elements now ac- cratic party, has been all that tnne surrenderrng one 
tively working for the Hepublican party among the P.eo- plain and castle after another to Slavery, the people of 
pie, must and will be the resources for its ever-renewrng the United States have been no less steadily a~1d perse
strength and constant invigoration. veringly gathering together the forces with winch to ;e-

Others cannot support the Republican party, because it cover back again all the fields and all the ca;;tles winch 
it has not sufficiently exposed its platform, and deter- have been lost, and to confound and overthr.ow,, by one 
mined what it will do, and what it will not do, when decisive blow, the betrayers of the Const1tut1on and 
triumphant. It may prove too progressive for some, and ! Freedom forever. 
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"NEGRO SLAVERY NOT UN J\JST." 

A SPEECH BY CHARLES O'CONOR, 

At the Union Meeting at the Academy of Music, New York City, Dec. 19, 1859. 

Ma. JIIAYOR AND G1rnTLRMEN: I cannot exp1·ess to you 
the delight which I experience in beholding in this great 
city so vast an assembly of my fellow citizens, convened 
for the purpose stated in your resolutions. I am delight
ed beyond measure to behold at this time so vast an 
assembly respondrng to the call of a body so respectable 
as the twenty thousand New Yorkers who have convened 
this meeting. If anything can give assurance to those who 
doubt, and confidence to those who may have had mis
givings as to the permanency of our institutions, and the 
soliuity of the support which the people of the Nor th are 
prepared to give them, it is that in the queen city of the 
New World, in the capital of North America, there is 
assembled a meeting so large, so respectable, and so 
unanimous as this meeting has shown itself to be in re
ceiving sentiments which, if observed, must protect our 
Union from destruction, and even from danger. (Ap
plause.) Gentlemen, is it not a subject of astonishment 
that the idea of danger, and the still more dreadful idea 
of dissolntion, should be heard from the lips of an Ameri
can citizen, at this day, in reference to, or in connection 
with, the sacred name of this most sacred Union? 
(Applause.) Why gentlemen, what is our Union? What 
are its antecedents? What is its present condition? If 
we ward of! the evils which threaten it, what its future 
hope ror us and for the great family of mankind? "'hy 
gemlemen, it may well be said of this Union as a govern
ment, th:oi.t as it is the last offspring, so is it Time's most 
glorious and beneficent production. Gentlemen, we are 
created by an Omniscient Being. We are created by a 
Being not only All-Seeing, but All-Powerful and All-Wise. 
And in the benignity and the farseeing wisdom of His 
power, He permitted the great family of mankind to live 
on, to advance, to improve, step by step, and yet permit
ted five thousand years and upwaru to elapse ere He laid 
the foundation of a truly free, a truly happy, and a truly 
independent empire. It was not, gentlemen, until that 
great length of time had elapsed, that the earth was 
deemed mature for laying the foundations of this might.y 
and prosperous State. lt was then that He inspired the 
noble-minded and chivalrous Genoese to set forth upon 
the traukless ocean and discover the empire that we now 
enjoy, But a few years, comparatively, had elapsed 
when there was raised up in this blessed land a set of men 
whose like had never before existed upon the face of this 
earth. Men unequalled in their perceptions of the true 
principles of justice, in their comprehensive benevolence, 
in their capacity to lay safely, justly, soundly, and with 
all the qualities which should insure permanency, the 
foundations of an empire. It was in 1776, and in this 
country, that there assembled the first, the very first, 
assembly of rational men who ever proclaimed, in clear 
and undeniable form, the immutable principles of liberty, 
and consecrated, to all time I trust, in the face of tyrants, 
and in opposition to their power, the rigbts of nations and 
the rights of men, (Applause.) These patriots, as soon 
as the storm of war had passed away, sat down and 
framed that instrument upon which our Union rests, the 
Constitution of the United States of America, (Applause.) 
And the question now before us is neither more nor less 
than this; whether that Constitution, consecrated by the 
blood shed in that glorious Revolution, consecrated by 
the signature of the most illustrious man who ever lived, 
George Washington (applause)-whether that instrument, 
accepted by the wisest and by the best of that day, and 
accepted in convention, one by one, in each and every 
State of this Utlion-that instrument from which so many 
blessings have flown-whether that instrument was con
ceived in crime, is a chapter of abominations (cries of 
"No, no,") is a violation of justice, is a league between 
strong-handed but wicked-hearted white men to oppress, 
and impoverish, and plunder their fellow-creatures, con
trary to rectitude, honor and justice. (Applause.} This 
is the question, neither more nor less. We are toll from 
pulpits, we are told from the political rostrum, "fe 11.re 

told in the legislative assemblies of our Northern States, 
not merely by speakers, but by distinct resolutions of the 
whole body-we are told by gentlemen occupying seats in 
the Congress of the Union throngh the votes of Northern 
people-that the Constitution seeks to enshrine, to protect, 
to defend a monstrous crime against justice and humanity, 
and that it is our duty to defeat its provisions, to outwit 
them, if we cannot otherwise get rid of their effect, and to 
trample upon the rights which it has declared shall be pro
tected and insured to our brethren of the South. (Ap
plause.) That is now the doctrine advocated. And I ask 
whether that doctrine, necessarily involving the destruc
tion of our Union, shall be permitted to prevail as it has 
hitherto prevailed? Gentlemen, I trust you will excuse me 
for deliberately coming up to and meeting this question
not seeking to captivate your fancies by a trick of words 
-not seeking to exalt your imaginations by declamation 
or by any effort at eloquence-but meeting this question 
gravely, sedately, and soberly, and asking you what is to 
be our course in relation to it? Gentlemen, the Constitu
tion guarantees to the people of the Southern States the 
protection of their slave property. In that respect it is a 
solemn compact between the North and the South. As a 
solemn compact are we at liberty to violate it? (Cries of 
"No, no!") Are we at liberty to seek or take any mean, 
petty advantage of it? (Cries of "No, no!") Are we at 
liberty to con over its particular words, and to restrict and 
to limit its operation, so as to acquire, under such narrow 
construction, a pretence of right by hostile and adverse 
legislation? ("No, no !")-to interfere with the interests, 
wound the feelings, and trample on the political rights of 
our Southern fellow-citizens? ("No, no, no!") No, gentle
men. Ifit be a compact, and has anything sacred in it, we are 
bound to observe it in good faith, honestly and honorably, 
not merely to the Jetter, but fully to the spirit, and not in 
any mincing, half-way, unfair, or illiberal construction, 
seeking to satisfy the letter, to give as little as we can, and 
thereby to defeat the spirit. (Applause.) That may be the 
way that some men keep a contract about the sale of a house 
or of a chattel, bnt it is not the way honest men observe con
tracts, even in relation to the most trivial things. ("True," 
and applause.) What has been done, having a tendency 
to disturb harmony under this Constitution, and to break 
down and destroy the union now e>..isting between these 
States? Why, gentlemen, at an early period the subject 
of Slavery, as a mere philosophical question, was discussed 
by many, and its justice or injustice made the subject of 
argument leading to various opinions. It mattered little 
how long this discussion should last, while it was confined 
within such limits. If it had only led to the formation of 
societies like the Shakers, who do not believe in matri
mony; societies like the people of Utah, destined to a 
short career, who believe in too much of it (laughter); or 
societies of people like the strong-minded women of our 
country, who believe that women are much better quali
fied than men to perform the functions and offices usually 
performed by men (laughter)-and who probably wonld, 
if they had their way, simply change the order of proceed
ings, and transfer the husband to the kitchen, and them
selves to the field or the cabinet. (Laughter and ap
plause.) So long, I say, as this sentimentality touching 
Slavery confined itself to the formation of parties and so
cieties of this description, it certainly could do no great 
harm, and we might satisfy ourselves with the maxim that 
"Error can do little harm as long as truth is left free to com
bat it." But unfortunately gentlemen, this sentimentality 
has found its way out of the meeting-houses-from among 
pious people, assemblies of speculative philosophers, and 
societies formed to benefit the inhabitants of Barioboola
gha-it has found its way into the heart of the selfish poli
tician; it has been made the war-cry of party ; it has been 
made the instrument whereby to elevate not merely to 
personal distinction and social rank, but to political power 
Throughont the non-slaveholding States of this Union, men. 
have been thus elevated who advocate a course of con-
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duct nece8sarily exasperating the South, and the natural I compact, to separate from us and to dissolve it? Why 
effect of wltose teachings renders the Southern people inse- gentlemen the greatness and o-lory of the American name 
cure in their property and their lives, making it a matter will then be a thing of yeste~day. The glorious Revo
of doubt ea~h night whe~her they can safely retire to their lution of the thirteen States will be a !{evolution not 
slumbers without sentnes and guards to protect them I achieved by us, but by a nation that has ceased to exist. 
against incursions from the North. I say the effect has I The name of Washino-ton will be to us at least at the 
been to elevate, on the strength of this sentiment, such North (cheers), but a; the name ~f Julius Cresar, or of 
m~n to pow~r. And what is the result-the condition of some other great hero who has lived in times gone by, 
things at tins day? Why, gentlemen, the occasion that I whose nation has perished and exists no mo. e. The 
calls us together is the occurrence of a raid upon the Declaration of Independence, what will that be? Why, 
State of Yirginia by a few misguided fanatics-followers of the declaration of a State that no longer has place 
these doctrines, with arms in their hands, and bent upon among the nations. All these bright and glorious recol
rapine and murder. I called them followers, but they lections of the past must cease to be our properLy, and 
shoultl be deemed leaders. 'l'hey were the best, the brnvest, become mere memorials of a by-goue race and people. 
and the most virtuous of all the abolition party. (Ap- A line must tlivide the North from the 8outh. Wha,t will 
planse.) On the Lord's day, at the hour of still repose, be the consequences? Will this mighty city-g ··owing 
they armed the bondman with pikes brought from the as it now is, with wea,lth pouring into it f;om every por
North, that he might slay his master, his master's wife, and tion of this mighty empire-will 1t cont.inue to flourish as 
his master's little children. And immediately succeeding to it has done? l Cries of "No, no !" J Will your marble 
it-at this very instant-what is the political question pend- palaces that line Broadway, and raise their proud tops 
ing before Congress? toward the sky, continue to increase, until, as is now 

A book substantially encouraging the same course of promised under the Union, it shall present the most 
provocation toward the South which has been long pur- glorious picture of wealth, prosperity, and happiness, 
sued, is openly recommended to circulation by sixty-ei,,ht that the world has ever seen? (-\pplause.) No ! gen
members of your Congress. (Cries of" Shame, on the~," · tlemen, no! such things cannot be. I do not say that 
applause, and hisses.)-Recommended to circulation by we will starve, that we will perish, as a people, if we 
sLxty-eight members of your Congress, all elected in North- separate from the South. I admit, that if the line be 
ern States (hisses and applause)-every one, I say, elected drawn between us, they will have their measure of pros
from non-slaveholding 8tates. And with the assistance of perity, and we will have ours; but meagre, small in the 
their associates, some of whom hold their offices by your extreme, compared with what is existing and promised 
votes, there is great danger that they will elect to the under our Union, will be the prosperity of each. 
highest office in that body, where be will sit as a repre- Truly has it been said here to-night, that we were 
sentative of the whole North, a man who united in causing made for each other; separate us, and although you 
that book to be distributed through the South, carrying may not destroy us, you reduce each to so low a scale 
poison and death in its polluted leaves. (" llang him!" that well might humanity deplore the evil courses tlrnt 
and applause.) Is it not fair to say that this great and brought about the result. 'l'rue, gentlemen, we would 
glorious Union is menaced when such a state of things is have left, to boast of, our share of tl1e glories of the Revo
found to exist? when such an act is attempted? Is it lution. 'l'he Northern States sent forth to the conflict 
reasonable to expect that our brethren of the South will their bands of heroes, and shed their blood as freely as 
calmly sit down ("No") and submit quietly to such an those of the South. But the dividing line would take 
outrage? (Cries of "No, no.") Why, gentlemen, we I a1i-ay from us the gra,-e of Washington. It is in his own 
greatly exceed them in numbers. The non-slaveholding beloved Virginia. (Applause and cheers.1 It is in the 
States are by far the more populous; they are increasing Stat.e a,nd near the spot where this treason that has been 
daily in numbers and in population, and we may soon growing up in the Korth, so lately culminated in violence 
overwhelm the Southern vote. If we continue to fill the and bloodshed. ·we woultl lose the grave-we woultl 
halls of legislation with abolitionists, and permit to occupy lose all connection with the name of Washington. But 
the executive chair men who declare themselves to be en- our philanthropic and pious friends who fain would 
listed in a crusade against Slavery, and against the pro- lead us to tliis result, would, of course, comfort us with 
visions of the Constitution which secure that species of the consoling reflection that we had the glorious memory 
property, what can we reasonably expect from the people of John Brown in its place. (Great laughter and cheeis.) 
of the South but that they will pronounce the Constitution, Are you, gentlemen, prepared to make the exchange? 
with all it.s glorious associations, with all its sacred memo- (Cries of•· No, no.") Shall the tomb of \\"u,;hingwn, 
ries-this Uuion, with its manifold present and promised that rises upon the bank of the Potomac, receiving its 
blessings-an unendurable evil, threiLtening to crush and tribute from every nation of the earth-shall that become 
to destroy their most vital interests-to make their coun- the property of a foreign 8tate-a t;tate hostile to us in 
try a wilderness. Why should we expect them to submit its feelings, and we to it in ours? Shall we erect a monu
to such a line of conduct on our part, and recognize us as ment among the arid bills at Korth J£lba, and deem the 
brethren, or unite with us in perpetuating the Union? privilege of making pilgrimages thither a recorupense 

For my part I do not see anything unjust or unreason- for the loss of e1,ery glorious recollection of the past, 
able in the declaration often made by Southern members anti for our severance from the name of Washington? 
on this subject. 'l'hev tell us: "If you will thus assail He who is recognized as the .!father of his Country? 
us with incendiary pamphlets, if you will thus cre1ite a (Cries of "No, no," and cheers.) No, gentlemen, we 
spirit in your country which leads to violence and blood- are not prepared, I trust, for this sad excha,nge, this 
shed among us, if you will a~sail the institution upon fatal severance. We are not prepared, I trust, either to 
which the prosperity of our country depends and will ele- part with our glorious past or to give up the advantages 
vate to office over us men who are pletlged to aid in such of our present happy condition. We are not prepared 
transactions, and to oppress us by hostile lcgisl<ttion, we to relinquish our affection for the Sout~, nor to rnvolve 
cannot-much as we revere the Constitution, greatly as our section in the losses, the depn1•at10n of ble"ings 
we estimate the blessino-s which would flow from its and advantages necessarily resulting to each from dis 
faithful enforcement-we 

0

cannot longer depend on your union. Gentlemen, we ne1' er would have attained the 
compliance with its injunctions, or adhere to the Union." wealth and prosperity as a nati0n which is now ou.1s, 
For my part, gentlemen, if the North continues to con- but for our connection with these very much reviled anti 
duct itself in the selection of representatives to the injured slaveholders of the 8outhern States. Anti, gen
Congress of the United States as, from, perhaps a certain tlemen, if dissolution is to take place, we must part with 
degree of negligence and inattention, it has heretofore the trade of the South, and thereby surrentler our parti
conducte<l itself, the South is not to be censured if it cipation int.lie wealth of the South . . Nay, more-we am 
withdraws from the Union. (Hisses and appbwse. A told from good authority tlrnt we must not only part 
voice-" that's so." 'l'hree cheers for the I?ugitive Slave with the slaveholding States, but that our younger sbter 
Law.) "'e are not, gentlemen, to hold a meeting to say with the golden crown-rich, teeming California, she 
that "'Ye love this Union; we delight in it· we are who added the final requisite to our greatness as a 
proud of it; it blesses us, and we enjoy it; but ~ve shall nation- will not come with us. She will remain with 
fill all its offices with men of our ow_n cl~oosing, and, our the South. . . . 
brethren of the South, you shall enJoy its glorious past; Gentlemen, if we allow this course of 1t1Just1ce toward 
you shall enjoy its migltty recollections; but it shall the South to continue, \.liese are to be the conseqLiences
trample your institutions in the dust." We have no evil to uil', evil also t.o them. Much of all that we are 
right to say it. 'Ve have no right to exact so much; most proud of; much of all that contributes to onr pros
and an opposite and entirely different course, fellow- perity and greatness as a natiou, must pass awa,y from 
citizens, must be ours-must be the course of the great us . 
North if we would preserve this Union. (Ap]Jlause The question is-should we permit it to be continued, 
and c;ies of" Good.") ' and submit to a,ll these evils? I-> tl1ere any reason to 

And, gentlemen, what is this glorious Union? What justify such a course? 'l'hert. is a reason preached to us 
must we sacrifice if we exasperate our brethren of the !or permitting it.. We are told tha,t ::\la very is unjust; we 
South, and compel them, by injustice and breach of are told tllat it is a nrntter of conscience to put it down; 
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an1l that whatever treaties or compacts, or laws, or col'.-, trine. Th.ere are some pri~ciples well k:iown, well under
stitutions, have been made to sanction and uphold it., it stood, umversally recogmzed and umversally acknow
is still unholy, and that we are bound to trample upon !edged among men, that are not to be found written in con
treaties, compacts, laws, and constitutions, and to stand I stitutions or in laws. The people of the United States, at 
uy what these men arrogantly tell us is the law of God the formation of our Government, were, as they still are, in 
and a fllndamenLal principle of natural justice. Indeed, some sense, peculiarly and radically distinguishable from 
gentlemen, these two things are not distinguishable. The other nations. ·we were white men, of-what is co=only 
Jaw of God and natural justice, as between man and man, called, by way of distinction-the Caucasian race. We 
are one and the same. '!'he wisest philosopher of ancient were a monogamous people; that is to say, we were not 
times-heathen philosophers-said, The rule of conduct Mohammedans, or followers of Joe Smith-with half a do
between man and man is, to live honestly, to injure no zen wives apiece. (Laughter.) It was a fundamental 
man, and to render to every man his due. In words far principle of our civilization that no State could exist or be 
more direct and emphatic, in words of the most perfect tolerated in this Union, which should not, in that respect, 
comprehensiveness, the Saviour of the world gave us the resemble all the other States of the Union. Some other 
same rule in one short sentence-" Love thy neighbor as distinctive features might be stated which serve to mark 
thyself." (Applause.) Now, speaking between us, people us as a people distinct from others, and incapable of asso
of the North and our brethren of the South, I ask you to ciating on terms of perfect political equality, or social 
act upon this maxim-the maxim of the heathen-the equality, as friends and fellow-citizens, with some kinds of 
command of the living God: "l{ender to every man his people that are to be found upon the face of the earth. 
due," "Love thy neighbor as thyself." (Applause.) Thus As a white nation, we made our Constitution and our laws, 
we should act and feel toward the South. Upon that vesting all political rights in that race. 1'hey, and they 
maxim which came from Ilim of Nazareth we should act alone, constituted, in every political sense, the American 
toward the South, but without putting upon it any new- people. (Applause.) As to the negro, why, we allowed 
fallgled, modern interpretation. We should neither say him to live under the shadow and protection of our laws. 
nor think that any Gospel minister of this day is wiser than We gave him, as we were bound to give him, protection 
God himself-than Ile who gave us the Gosp t l. These against wrong and outrage; bnt we denied to him political 
maxims should govern between us and our brethren of the rights, or the power to govern, Tie left him, for so long a 
South. But, gentlemen, the question is this: Do these period as the community in which he dwelt should so order, 
maximsjustify the assertion of those who seek to invade in the condition of a bondsman. (Applause.) Now, gen
the rights of the South, by proclaiming negro Slavery tlemen, to that condition the negro is assigned by nature. 
unjust? 'rhat is the point to which this great argument, (Cries of" Bravo," and "That's so," and applause.) Ex
involving the fate of our Union, must now come. Is perience shows that this race cannot prosper-that they 
negro Slavery unjust? If it be unjust, it violates the become extinct in any cold, or in any very temperate clime; 
first rule of human conduct, " Render to every man his but in the warm, the extremely warm regions, his race can 
due." If it be nojust, it violates the law of God, which be perpetuated, and with proper gnardianship, may pros
says, "Love thy neighbor as thyself," for that law requires per. He has ample strength, and is competent to labor, 
that we should perpttrate no ioj ustice. Gentlemen, if it but nature denies to him either the intellect to govern or 
could be maintained that negro Slavery is unjust, is thus the willingness to work. (Applause.) Both were denied 
in conflict with the law of nature and the law of God, him. 'l'hat same power which deprived him of the will to 
perhaps I might be prepared-perhaps we all ought to be labor, gave him, in our country, as a recompense, a master 
prepared to i;o witlt that distinguished man to whom to coerce that duty, and convert him into a usefttl and val
allusion is frequently made, and say, there is a "higher uable servant. (Applause.) I maintain that it is not in
law" which compels us to trample beneath our feet, as a justice to leave the negro in the condition in which nature 
wicked and unholy compact, the Constitution established placed him, and for which alone he is adapted. Fitted 
by our fathers, with all the blessings it secures to their only for a state of pupilage, our slave system gives him a 
children. But I insist-anti that is tne argument which we master to go,rern him and to supply his deficiencies: in 
must meet, and on which we must come to a conclusion this there is no injustice. Neither is it unjust in the master 
that shall govern our action i~ the future selection of re- to compel bim to labor, and thereby afford to that master 
presentatives in the Congress of the United States-I a just compensation in return for the care and talent em
·insiut that negro Stavuy is not wnjust. (Long con- ployed in governing him. In this way alone is the negro 
tinned applause.) It is not unjust; it is just, wise, and enabled to render himself useful to himself and to the so
beneficent. (Hisses, followed by applause, and cries of ciety in which he is placed. 
"Put him out.") Let him stay, gemlemen. These are the principles, gentlemen, which the extreme 

PaESIDENT.-Let him stay there. Order. measures of abolitionism compel us to enforce. This is 
Illa. O'CoNOR.-Serpents may hiss, but good men will the ground that we must take, or abandon our cherished 

hear. (Cries again of "Put him out;" calls to order; Union. " ' e must no longer favor political leaders who talk 
confusion for a time.) about negro Slavery being an evil; nor must we advance 

THE PRESIDENT.-lf anybody hisses here, remember that the indefensible doctrine that negro Slavery is a thing 
every one has his own peculiar way of expressing him- which, although pernicious, is to be tolerated merely be
self, and as some birds only understantl hissing, they cause we have made a bargain to tolerate it. "\"le must 
must hiss. (Applause.) turn away from the teachings of fanaticism. We must 

Ma. O'CONOR.-Gentlemim, there is an animal npon look at negro slavery as it is, remembering that the voice 
this earth that has no faculty of making its sentiments of inspiration, as found in the sacred volume nowhere 
known in any other way than by a hiss. I am for equal condemns the bondage of those who are fit only' for bond
rights. (Three cheers were here given for J\Ir. O'Conor, age. Yielding to the clear decree of nature, and the dic
three for Gov. Wise, and three groans for John Brown.) tates of sound philosophy, we must pronounce that insti
l beg of you, gentlemen, all of you who are of my min ti at tution just, benign, lawful and proper. 1'he Constitution 
least, t.o preserve silence, and leave the hissing animal in established by the fathers of our 1-tepublic, which recog
the full enjoyment of his natural privileges. (Cries of nized it, must be maintained. And that both may stand 
"Good, good," laughter an<l applause.) '!'he first of our together, we must maintain that neither the institution 
race that offended was taught to do so by that hissing itself, nor the Constitution which upholds it, is wicked or 
anhnal. (Laughter and applause.) 1'he first human unjust; but that each is sound and wise, and entitled to 
society that was ever broken up through sin aocl discord, our fullest support. 
had its happy union dis;olve<.1 by the entrance of that ·we must visit with our execration any man claiming our 
animal. (Applause.) Therefore I say it is his privileo-e to sufira"'es who objects to enforcin"' with entire good faith 
hiss. Let him hiss on. (Cries of" Good, good," laughter the p1~vlsions of the Constitutionf~ favor of negro Slavery; 
anti applause) Gentlemen, I will not detain you much or who seeks, by any indirection, to withhold its protection 
longer. (Cnes. of "Go ?n, go on.") I maintain that from the South, or to get away from its obligations upon 
negro Slavery 1~ not. unJus_t-(a voice-" No, sir," ap- the North. Let us henceforth support no man for public 
plause,) that it JS benign 111 HS influence upon the white office whose speech or action tends to induce assaults upon 
man and upon the black._ (Voices-" That's so, that's the territory of our Southern neighbors, or to generate in
so," applau;e.) I mamt'.'m that it is ordrlined by na- surrection within their borders. (Loud applause.) These 
ture; tlw.t Jt JS a necessity of both races ; that, in cli- are the principles upon which we must act. This is what 
mates where the black race can live and prosper, nature we must say to our brethren of the South. If we have sent 
herself enjoins correlative duties on the black man and men into Cono-ress who are false to these views and are 
on the white, which _cannot ~e yerformed except by the seeking to violate the compact which binds us together, we 
preservat10n, and, if the lnss1ug gentleman please, the must ask to be forgiven until we have another chance to man
perpetuat10n of negro Slavery. if est our will at the ballot-boxes. '.Ve must tell them that 

I am fortified in this opinion by the highest _ tri~un'.ll in these men shall be consigned to privacy (applause), and 
our country, ~ha~ venerable .exponent of our mst1tut10ns, that true men, men faithful to the Constitution, men 
and of the pnnc1ples or Justice-the Supreme Court of the lovin"' all portions of the country alike shall be elected 
United States. '!'hat court has held, on this subject, what in th;ir stead. And, gentlemen, we milst do more than 
wi:!e men will ever pronounce to be sound and just doc- promise this-we must perform it. (Loud applause, fol-
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lowed by three cheers for Mr. O'Conor, and a tiger.) But 
a word more, gentlemen, and I have done. (Cries of" Go 
on.") I have no doubt at all that what I have said to 
you tt'.is evening will be greatly misrtpresented. It is 
very certain that I have not had time enough properly to 
enlarge upon and fully to explain the interesting topics on 
which I h<1.ve ventured to express myself thus boldly and 
distinctly, taking upon myself the consequences, be they 
what they may. (Applause.) But I will say a few words 
by way of explanation. I have maintained the justice of 
Slavery; I lmve maintained it, because I hold that the 
negro is decreed by nature to a state of pupilage under the 
dominion of the wiser white man, in every clime where 
God and nature meant the negro should live at all. 
(Applause.) I say a state of pupilage; and, that I may 
be rightly understood, I say that it is the duty of the 
white man to treat him kindly; that is the interest of the 
white man to treat him kindly. (Applause.) And farther, 
it is my belief that if the white man, in the Stg,tes where 
Slavery exists, is not interfered with by the fanatics who 
are now creating these disturbances, whatever laws, 
whatever improvements, whatever variations in the con
duct of society are necessary for the purpose of enforcing 
in every instance the dictates of int.erest and humanity, 
as between the white man and the black, will be faith
fully and fairly carried out in the progress of that im
provement in all these things in which we are engaged. 
It is not pretended that tlie master has a right to slay his 
slave; it is not pretended that he has a right to be guilty 
of harshness and inhumanity to his slave. '.l.'he laws of 
all the Southern States forbid that; we have not the rigl1t 
here ftt the Nor th to be guilty of cruelly toward a horse. 
It is an indictable offence to commit such cruelty. The 
same laws exist in t11e South, and if there is any failure 
in enforcing them to the fulleot extent, it is due to this 
external force, which is pressing upon the Southern 
States, and compels them to abstain perhaps from many 
acts beneficent toward the negro which otherwise would 
be performed. (Applause.) 111 trnth, in fact, in deed, 
the white man in the slaveholding States has no more 
authority by law of the laml over his slave tlrnn our laws 
allow to a father over ltis minor child ren. He can no 
more violate humanity with respect to them, than a father 
in any of the free States of this Union can exercise acts 
vi olative of humanity toward his own son uuder the age 
of twenty-one. So far·as the law is concerned, you own 
youv boys, and have a right to their services until they 
are twenty-one. You can make them work for you; you 
have the right to hire out their services and take their 
earnings; you have the right to chastise them with judg
ment and reason if they violate your commands; and 
they are entirely without political rights. Not one of 
them at the age of twenty years and eleven months even, 
can go to the polls and aud give a vote. Therefore, gen
tlemen, before the law, there is but one difference between 
the free white man of twenty years of age in the Northern 

States, and the negre '»~::idman in the Soulhrrn Stales• 
'.l.'he white man is to be emancipated at tw~nty·one· 
because his God-given intellect entitles him to emancipa
tion and fits him for the duties to devolve upon him. 
The negro, to be sure, is a bondman for life. lJe may be 
sold from one master to another, but where is the ill in 
that ?-one may bi; as good as another. If tlwre be Jaws 
with respect to the mode of sale, which by separating man 
and wife do occasionally lead to that "hi ch sl1ocks 
humanity, and may be said to violate all propriety and 
all conscience-if such things are done, let the South 
alone and they will correct the evil. Let our brethren of 
the South take care of their own domestic institutions 
and they will do it. (Applause.) They will so govern 
themselves as to suppress acts of this description, if they 
are occasionally committed, ns perhaps they are, and we 
must all admit that they are contrary to just conceptions 
of right and humanity. I have never yet heard of a 
nation conquered from evil practices, brought to the 
light of civilization, brought to the light of religion or the 
knowledge of the Gospel by the bayonet, by the penal 
laws, or by external persecutions of any kind. It is not 
by declamation and outcry against a people from those 
atroad and outside of their territory that you can improve 
tl)eir manners or their morals in any respect. No; if, 
standing outside of their territory, you attack the errors 
of a people, you make them cling to their faults. l;'rom 
a sentiment somewhat excusable-somewhat akin to self
respect and pat1·iotism-they will resist their nation's 
enemy. Let our brethren of the South alone, gentlemen, 
and if there be any errors of this kind, they will correct 
them. 

'l'here is but one way in which you can thus leave them 
to the guidance of their own judgment-by which you can 
retain them in this Union as our brethren, and perpetuate 
this glorious Union; and that is, by resolving-without 
reference to the political party or !action to which any 
one of you may belong, wirhout reference to the name, 
political or otherwise, which you may please to bear
resol ving that the man, be he who he may, who advocates 
the doctrine that negro Slavery is unjust, and ought to 
be assailed or legislated against, or who agitates tlie sub
ject of extinguishing negro Slavery in any of its forms as 
a political hobby, that that man shall be de11ied your suf
frages, and not only denied your suffrages, but that you 
will select from the ranks of the opposite party, or your 
own, if necessary, the man you like least, who entertains 
opposite sentiments, but through wl1ose in;,trumentality 
you may be enabled to def~at l1is election, and to becure 
in the councils of the nation men who are true to the 
Constitution, who are lovers of the Union-men who can
not be induced by considerations of imaginary benevo
lence for a people who really do not desire their aid, to 
sacrifice or to jeopard in any degree the blessings we 
enjoy under this Union. l\Iay it be perpetual. 

(Great and continued cheering.) 

THE REAL QUESTION STATED . 

• • • 
LETTER FROM OIIARLES O'OONOR TO A COMMITTEE OF MERCHANTS. 

NEW YORK, Dec. 20, 1859. 
CHAS. O'CONOR, EsQ. : The undersigned, being desirous of 

circulating as widely as possible, both at the Korth and at the 
South, the proceedings of the Union Meeting held at the 
Academy of ~lusic last evening, intend publishing in pamphlet 
form, for distribution, a correct copy of the same. 

Will you be so kind as to inform us whether this step meets 
your appro,·al; and if so, furnish us with a corrected report 
of your speech delivered by you on that occasion. Yours 
respectfully, 

LEITCH, BURNET & CO., 
GEO. W. & JEHIAL READ, 
BRUF~', BRO'l'Hlm & SEA YER, 
C. B. H A'l'CIT & CO., 
DA ns, NOBLE & co., 

(Formerly FURM.AN, DAt'IS & Co.,) 
WESSON & COX, 
CRO'.\'I"°, IIURXTHAL & SEARS, 
ATWATER, lllULFOltD CO. 

GENTLEMEN: The measure you propose meets my entire 
approval. 

I h:we long thought that our disputes concerning negro 
Slavery would soon terminate, if the public mind could be 

drawn to the true issue, and steadily fixed upon it. To 
effect this object was the sole aim of my address. 

'.!.'bough its ministers can never permit the law of the 
land to be questioned by private judgment, there is, never
theless, such a thing as natural justice. Natural justice 
has the Divine sanction; and it is impossible that any hu
man law which conflicts wit11 it should long endure. 

·where mental enlightenment abounds, where morality 
is professed by all, where the mind is free, speech is free, 
and the press is free, is it possible, in the nature of 
things, that a law which is admitted to conJlict with natu
ral justice, and with God's own mandate, should long en
dure? 

You all will admit that, within certain limits, at least, 
our Constitution does contain positive guaranties for the 
preservation of negro Slavery in the old States through all: 
time unless the local legislatures shall think fit to aholi~h 
it. 'And consequently, if negro Slavery, howe>er hu
manely a'dministered or judiciously regulated, be an insti
tution which conflicts with natmal juo;tiee and with God's 
law, surely the most vehement and extreme adrnin;rs of 

f 
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John Brown's sentiments are right; and their denun- i It is iu vain to say that this could be endured; it is sim
ciations against the Constitution, and against the most ply impossible. 
hallowed names connected with it, are perfectly justifia-· What, then, remains to be discussed? 
ble. 'l'he negro race is upon us. With a Constitution which 

'l'he friends of truth-the patriotic Americans who would held them in bondage, our .Federal Union might be pre
sustain their country's honor against foreign rivalry, and served ; but if so holding them in bondage be a thing for
defend their country's interests against all assailants, err bidden by God and Nature, we cannot lawfully so hold 
greatly when they contend with these men on any point them, and the Union must perish. 
but one. 'rheir general principles cannot be refuted; This is the inevitable result of that conflict which has 
their logic is irresistible; the error, if any there be, is in now reached its climax. 
their premises. 'rhey assert that negro Slavery is unjust. Among us at the north, the sole question for reflection, 
'!'his, and this alone, of all they say, is capable of being study, and friendly interchange of thought should be-ls 
fairly argued against. negro Slavery unjust? 'l'he rational and dispassionate 

If this propo:;ition cannot be refuted, our Union cannot inquirer will find no difficulty in arriving at my conclu-
endure, and it ought not to endure. sion. It is fit and proper; it is, in its own nature, as an 

Our negro bondmen can neither be exterminated nor institution, beneficial to both races ; and the effect of thfa 
trnnsported to Africa. '!'hey are too numerous for either assertion is not diminished by our admitting that many 
process, and either, if practicable, would involve a viola- faults are practised under it. ls not such the fact in re
tion of humanity. If they were emancipated, they would spect to all human laws and institutions? 
relapse into barbarism, or a set of negro States would I am, gentlemen, with great respect, yours truly, 
arise in our midst, possessing political equality, and enti-1 CHARLES O'CONOR. 
tled to social .,.e:iuality. ~he divisi~n of parti~s wou~~ soon To Messrs. Leitch, Burnet & Co.; Geo. w. & Jehial Read; Bruff, 
make the ne 0 10 membe1s a .PO";e1ful l~o.dy ill C~noress- Brother & Seaver; c. H. Hatch & Co. ; Dads, Koble & Co.; 
would place some of them ill high political stations, and j Wesson & Cox· Cronin Hurxthal & Sears· Atwater Mulford 
occasionally let one into the exe<Yutive chair. & Co. ' ' ' ' 

HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON 
ON SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 

On the 7th of July, 1848, while the bill to 
establish the Territorial Government of Oregon 
was under consideration in the United States 
Senate, the Hon. Herschel V. Johnson, then a 
member of the Senate, from Georgia, aud now 
a candidate for Vice-President on the ticket 
with Mr. Douglas, made a leng thy speech from 
which we extract the following: 

It remains now to consider the question involved in 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from l\Iissis
sippi (~Ir. Davis). That question is, whether it is the 
duty of Congress to guarantee to the slavehold er, who 
shall remove with his salves into the territory of the 
United States, the undisputed enjoyment of his property 
in them, so long as it continues to be a Territory. Or, 
in other words, whether the inhabitants of a Territory, 
during their TetTitorial condition, have the right to pro
hibit Slavery therein. 

For the purpose of this ~uestion, it matters not where 
the power ot' legislating for the Territory resides
whether exclusively in Congress, or jointly in Congress 
and the inhabitants, or exclusively in the inhabitants of 
the 'l'erritory; the power is precisel.v the S>trne-no 
greater in the hands of one than the other. In no event, 
can the slaveholder of the South be excluded from 
settling in such Territory with his property of every 
description. If the right of exclusive legislation for the 
Territories belongs to Congress, then I have shown that 
they have no Constitutional power, either expressed or 
implied, to prohibit Slavery therein. But suppose that 
Congress have the right to establish a 'rerritorial Gov
ernment only, and that then, all further governmental 
control ceases; can the 'l'enitol'ial Legislature 1HLE5 an 
act prohibiting Slavery? Surely not. Fo;- the mo
ment you admit the right to organize a Territorial Gov
ernment to exist in Congress, you admit, necessarily 
he subordination of the people of the 'l'erritory-their 
lependence on this Government for an organic law to 
give them political existence. Hence all their legisla
tion must be in conformity with the organic law; they 
can pass no act in violation of it-none but such as per
mits. Since, therefore, Congress has no power, as I 
have shown, to prohibit Slavery, they cannot delegate 
such a power to the inhabitants of the 'l'erritory ; they 
cannot authorize the 'rerritorial Legislatme to do that 
which they have no power to do. 'l'he stream cannot 
rise highel' th>in its source. This is as true in govern
ments as in physics. 

It is idle, however, to discuss this question in this form. 
For if Congress possess the power to organize temporary 
governments, it must then possess the power to legislate 
for the 'J'enitories. If they may perform the greater, they 
may the less; the major includes the minor proposition. 

Hence Congress has, in all cases since the foundation of 
our government, reserved a veto upon the legislation of 
the territorial governments; it is absofotely necessary, 
in order to restrain them from violations of the Constitu
tion and infringements of the rights of the States, as joint 
owners of the public lands. If, therefore, the act of the 
Territorial Government, prohibiting Slavery, should be sent 
up to Congress for approval, they would be bound to with
hold it, upon the gTound of its being an act which Congress 
themselves could not pass. 

But suppose the right of legislation for the Territory be 
in its inhabitants, can they prohibit Slavery? Su,rely not; 
and for reasons similar to those which show that Congress 
cannot.. 

'rlie 'r erritories are not independent of, but subordinate 
to, the United States; and therefore their legislation must 
be subordinate. Let us look at some of the limitations 
which this condition imposes. Under the Constitution, 
" No title of nobility shall be granteG. by the United 
States;" "Congress shall make no law respecting the es
tablishment of religion, or pert.aining to the free exercise 
thereof; no religious test shall be required as a qualifica
tion to any office or public trust under the United States," 
etc. It is true, these r estrictions do not apply in terms 
to the 'l'erritories; but will it be contended for a moment 
that they would have the right by legislation to lay these 
impositions upon citizens of the States who emigrate 
thither for settlement? . , • 

Sovereignty follows the ownership of the domain, and 
therefore the sovereignty over the Territories is in the 
States in their confederated capacity; hence the reason 
that the legislation of Congress, as the agent of the States 
respecting the Territories, must be limited by the object 
of the trust, the situation and nature of the property to 
be administered, and the respective rights of the proper 
owners. Now, if the sovereignty o>er the Territories is 
in the States, and the right of legislation not in Congress, 
but in the inhabitants of the 'rerritories, it is evident that 
they can have no higher right of legislation than Congress 
could have; they must be bound by limitations just men
tioned; and if the prohibition of Slavery in the Territories 
by Congress be inconsistent with these limitations, its pro
hibition by the tenitorial legislature would be so likewise. 

If possessing the ri6ht of legislation, the inhabitants of 
the 1'erritories are bound by the limitations to which I 
have alluded, it may be asked, who holds the check upon 
their action? I reply, that it is indispensable for Con
gress to exercise the veto upon their legislation. 'Who 
else shall prevent their passing laws in violation of the 
equal Tights of the States in the Territory, which is the 
common property of all? Without the retention of a veto 
upon the legislation of the 'l'erritorial Governments, it 
would make the inhabitants of the Territory independent 
of Congress; aye, it would establish the proposition, that 
the moment you conquer a people they rise superior to 
the government that conquer:;. New-lllexico and Califor· 
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nla are ours by treaty i but for all the purposes of this ar-, a majority one by twenty members of the 
gument, we have acqmred them by conquest. To assert, C · · d · · 
therefore, that they have the right to legislate over all ommitt~e, an a m.111.o;ity ~rne by four rnem
su~jects-to pr~hibit Slavery, despite the consent of the J bers, which latter division rncl uded Herschel 
Urnted States-is to say that, by our conquest of them, V. Johnson who as chairman introduced the 
they become .inv~st~d with rights superior to those of Con- minority report ' ' 
gress. The mstitut10n of Slavery 1S (J1Ul!l'C11nteed by the ' . 
Constitution of the United States, and it has the same The tTI"O reports were discuRsed by various 
protection thrown around it which guards our citizens persons Mr. Johnson defendino- his and Howell 
against the. ~ranting of titles of nobility or the establish- Cobb S~cretary of the Treasury

0 t- ·fi. 
ment of religion; thei·efore Gon(Jress would be as much ' ' ' ac mg as paci 
bound to veto an act of Territorial legislation prohibiting cator. The latter gentleman stated that there 
it, as a:i act violating these rights of every citizen of the was ''no difference in the principles enunciated 
Rellpiub11li1c. · · ·Th' . f T 't (N l\f . ) 1 in both the majority and minority reports. 

r. angum.- is 1S a ree err1 ory ew- exico Th l · · 
am now speaking about. Suppose a North Carolinian emi- ere were on Y two mmor d1£ferenees ; one 
grates ~o New-Mexico with his slaves? they m_ust either be was, that the majority report indorsed the 
.re?ogrnzed as p;operty, or not; who bas the right to deter- secession from the Charleston Convention-
mme that quest10n? . h ·1 tl · 't ·th · d d 

Mr. Johnson.-! think that question has already been w 1 e le m111or1. Y ne1 er m ors~ nor com-
decided by the late treaty (with Mexico). . . Now, is not mended the action of the Georgia delegates 
Slavery in the United States a political as well as a muni- there." 
cipalinstitution? It is municipal, in that its entire control 'l'I lt th t th · ·'t t 
and continuance belong to the State in which it exists; and le resu was, a e m8J or l Y repor was 
it is political, because it is recognized by the organic law adopted by a vote of 299 to 41, w lrnn the 
of the Conf~deracy, and cannot be changed o.r al.tered by minority, under the lead of Mr. Johnson, se-
Congress! "'.ithout an amendment to the Constitut10n; and ceded organize d another Convention d ap-
because it 1S a fundamental law, that three-fifths of the . ' . . . an 
slaves are represented in the National Legislature. Being pomted a full delegation to Baltimore, one
polit!cal,_ upon the execu~ion of ~he Treaty of Ce~sio!-1 with half of whom were admitted to seats by the 
llfex1co, i~ extended ~o 271:stanti, over the. Territories .o~ Convention too-ether with one-half of the other 
New-Mexico ar.d Califorrua. Then, I say, if a fellow-citi- . ' 0 

zen of the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Mangum) dclegat10n. . . 
were to remove with his slaves into New-1\Iexico, bis right The followmg is the report presented to the 
to their use and service is guaranteed by the Constitution reaular Convention by Mr Johnson · 
of the United States, and no power on earth can deprive b • • 

him of them, . . It is a misapplication of terms to speak MINORITY REPORT. 
of prohibiting Slavery in the territory of the United States. 
It already exists in contemplation of law, and the legisla
tion proposed (prohibition) amounts to abolition. . . . 

But suppose, l\Ir. President, you have the right to pro
hibit Slavery in the Territories of the United States, what 
high political consideration requires you to exercise it ? 
All must see, that it cannot be effected without producing 
a pop1ilar co111vulsion which will probabty dissolve 
this Union. 

"C.A.PJT.A.L SilOULD OWN L.A.BOR." 

Mr. Herschel V. Johnson made a speech at a 
Democratic meeting in Philadelphia on the 17th 
of September, 1856, in which the newspapers 
report him as having said, among other things: 

"We believe that capital should own labor; is there 
any doubt that there must be a laboring class every
where? In all countries and under every form of social 
organization there must be a laboring class-a class of 
men who get their living by the sweat of their brow; and 
then there must be another class that controls and di
rects the capital of the country." 

MR. JOHNSON'S VIEWS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 

After the adjournment of the Democratic 
National Convention from Charleston to Balti
more a Democratic State Convention met at 
Milledgeville, Ga., on the 4th of June, to take 
action in regard to the secession of most of the 
Georgia delegates at Charleston. It seems that 
a Business Committee of 24 was appointed, of 
which Herschel V. Johnson was one. This 
Committee disagreed as to the propriety of ap
pointing new delegates to Baltimore, the friends 
of the Seceders opposing and a few who pre
ferred to see Douglas elected to a dissolut/on 
of the party, favoring that step; and the conse
quence was, that two reports were presented-

R esol/l!ed, That we reaffirm the Cincinnati Platform, 
with the following additional propositions: 

1st. '!'hat the citizens of the United States have an equal 
right to settle with their propel'ty of any kind, in the 
organized Territories of the United States, and that under 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Dred Scott, wliich we recognize as the correct 
exposition of the Constitution in this particular, slave 
property stands upon the same footin(J as all other 
description$ ofprope1·ty, and that neither the General 
Government, ·NOR ANY 'l'ERR!TOR!AL GovER1'MENT, can 
destroy or impair the right to 8lCll1Je property in the 
common Territories, any more than the right to any other 
des<Yripti01i of property; that property of all kinds, 
slaves as well as any other species of property, in the 
Territories, stand upon the same equal and broad Consti
tutional basis, and subject to like principles of ?'eCo(Jnition 
nnd protection in the LEGISLATIVE, judicial and eroemi
tive departments of the Government. 

2d. 'l'hat we will support any man who may be nomi
nated by the Balt.imore Convention, for the Presidency, 
who holds the principles set forth in the foregoing pro
position, and who will give them his indoi·sement, and 
that we will not hold ourselves bound to support any man, 
who may be the nominee, who entertains principles in
consi~tent with those set forth in the above proposition, 
or wllo denies that slCll1Je property in the Territories 
does stand on an eq·ualfootin(f, and on the same Gonsti
f;utional basis of other descriptions ofpi·opei·ty. 

In view of the fact that a large majority of the delegates 
from Georgia felt it to be their duty to withdraw from the 
late Democratic Convention at Charleston, thereby de
priving this State of her vote therein, according to the 
decision of said Convention. 

Resolved, That tbis Convention will appoint twenty 
delegates-four from the State at large, and two from 
each Congressional District-to represent the Democratic 
party of Georgia, in the adjourned Convention at Balti
more, on the l Sth inst., and that said delegates be and 
they are hereby instructed to pi·esent the foregoin·(J p1·0-
positions, and ask their adoption by the .National 
Democratic Cmvvention. HEnscHEL V. Jon"soN, 

THOS. P. SAFFOLD, 
H. K. 11IC0AY, 

A. COLVAllD. 
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TREASON AND DISUNION A VOvV.I:D . 

• • • 
IN 1856, as uow, many of the leading States

men and editors of the Democratic party in the 
Southern States uttered predictions of Disunion, 
made arguments for Disunion and very solemn 
threats of Disunion in case they should be 
beaten in the Presidential Electiou. Mr. Slidell, 
Senator from Louisiana, and the particular 
friend and champion of ~Ir. Buchanan, declared 
in 1856 that "if Fremont should be elected, 
the Union would be dissolved." Mr. Toombs, 
of Georgia, said "that iu such an event the 
Union would be dissolved, and ought to be dis
solved.'' Mr. Butler, of S. C., a leadiug mem
ber of the U. S. Seu ate and chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee in 1856, said: 

·when Fremont is elected, we must rely upon what 
we have-a good State Government. Every Governor of 
the South should call the Legislature of his State to
gether, and have measures of the South decided upon. 
If they did not, and submit to the de(Jradation, they 
would, deserve thejcite of slM•es. I shoiild advise my 
Legislcititre to go at the taJJ ojihe d1·um. 

:Mr. Keitt, of S. C., made a fiery speech at 
Lynchburgh, Va., in 1856 and in view of the 
apprehended election of Col. Fremont, ex
claimed: 

I tell you now, that if Fremont is elected, adherence 
to the union i~ ti·eason to libel'ty. (Loud cheers.) I 
tell you now, that the southern man who will submit to 
his election is a traitor and ct cowarcl. (Enthusiastic 
cheers.) 

This speech was iu<lorscd as "sound doc
trine" by the Hon. John B. Floyd, of Va., now 
Mr. Buchanan's Secretary of War. 

Mr. Preston S. Brooks was complimented for 
bis attempted (and nearly successful) assassi
nation of Senator Sumner, by an ovation at the 
hands of his constituents at which Senators But
ler, S. C., and Toombs, of Georgia, assisted. 
The hero of the day, Mr. Brooks, made a speech 
on the occasion from which the following is an 
extract; 

We have the issue upon us now; and how are we to 
meet it? I tell you, fellow-citizens, from the bottom of 
my heart, that the only mode which I think available for 
meeting it is just to tea1· the Constitution ojthe United 
States, t1·ample it unde1· foot, and form a 8outhe1·n 
Confederacy ooery State of which will be a slamehold
ing Stcite. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) I believe it, 
as I stand in the face of my l\Iaker; I believe it on my 
responsibility to you as your honored representative, 
that the only hope of the Soiith is in the South, and 
that the only available means of making that hope 
e.lfective is to ciit asunder the boncls that tie 1is to
gether, and take our sepa1·ate vosition in the family 
of nations. These are my opinions. They have always 
been my opinions. I have been a diBU1iionist from 
the time I coiild think. . . . 

ai·"!" of southei·n.freemen upon the Treasury and ar
chives of the Government. (Applause.) 

The Charleston "Mercury," the recognized 
organ of the South Carolina Democracy, in a 
recent article says : 

Upon the JJOlicy of dissolvin(J the Union, of seprirat
in(J the Soiith ft•om her 1io1·thern enemies, and estab
lishin(J a southern Co11federacy, pai·ties, presses, poli
t-ieianB, and people, are a unit. Thel'e is not a single 
public man in her limits, not one of hei· present repre
sentatives or senators in Con(Jress who is not J.JZed(Jed 
to the lips infamo1· of disunion. Indeed, we well remem
ber that one of the most prominent leaders of the coope
ration party, when taunted with submission, rebuked the 
thought by saying, "that in opposing secession, he only 
took a step backward to strike a blow more deadly 
against the U1iion." 

In the autumn of 1856, Henry A. ·wise, then 
Governor of Virginia, told the people of that 
State that-

The South could not, without degradation, submit to 
the election of a Black Republican President. To tell 
me we should submit to the eleetion of a Black Republi
can, under circumstances like these, is to tell me that 
Virginia and the fourteen Slave States are already subju
gated and degraded, [cheers ;] that the southern people 
are without spirit, and without purpose to defend the 
rights they know and dare not maintain. [Cheers.] If 
you submit to the election of Fremont, you will prove 
what Seward and Burlingame said to be true-that the 
South cannot be kicked out of the Union. 

During the Presidential campaign of 1856, the 
i'iT ashing ton correspondent of the "X ew Orleans 
Delta,'' a journal high in the confidence of the 
Pierce administration, wrote : 

It is already arranged, in the event. of Fremont's 
election, or a failure to elect by the people, to call the 
Legislatures of Virginia, South Carolina an<l Georgia 'to 
concert measures to IYithdraw from the Union before 
Fremont can get possession of the Army ancl navy and 
the purse-strings of government. Governo1· lVise is ac
tively at work already in the ?natter. 1 he South can 
rely on the President in the emergency co11templated. 
'l'he question now is, whether the people of the South will 
sustain their leaders. 

.At a Union meeting recently held at Knox
ville, Tenn., Judge Daily, formerly of Georgia, 
made a violent southern speech, in the course of 
which he said: 

During the Presidential contest, Governor Wise had ad
dressed letters to all the southern governors, and that 
the one to th6 Governor of Florida had been shown 
him, in which Gov. Wise said he had rm aNny in read
iness to vrevent Fremontji•om t117cing his seat if elect
ed, and asking the cooperation of those to whom he 
wrote: 

Charles J. Faulkner, formerly a Representa
tive in Congress from Virginia, Chairman of the 
Democratic Congressional Committee, in 1856, 
and now Minil:lter to France, at a recent Demo
cratic meeting held in Virginia, over which ho 
presided, said : Now, fellow-citizens, I have told you very frankly 

and undisguisedly, that I believe the only hope of the 
South ·is in dissolvin(J the bond8 which connect us with When that noble and gallant son of Virginb, IIenry A. 
the Govunment-in separatin(J the livin(J body from Wise, declared, as was said he di<l in October, 1856, that 
the dead carcass. If I was the commander of an army, if Fremont should be elected, nE wouLn SEIZE TUE NA
I nooer would post a sentinel who would not swem· TIO"AL ARSENAi, a·r HARPER'S FERRY, how few would at 
that SlC/IVel'y is right." . . . , that time, have justified so bold and decided a measu're? 

I speak on my individual responsibility: If F1·emont It is the fortune of some great and gijtell 111ind8 to se6 
be elected President of the United States, I am /01· the far in advance of thefr contemporct1·ies. Should \\il
veople in their majesty rising above the law and liam II. Seward be elected in 18GO, where is the man now 
leade1•s, taking the powe1· into their own hands, (}Ding I in our midst, who ·~ould not call.for the impeachment 
by concert 01· not by concert, and laying the strong of a Governor o/ Yirginia who would silently sujf'er 
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that armory to pass imder the control of siich an Ere
ecutive head r 

The Richmond Enqnfrer, long one of the 
leading exponents of the Southern Democracy, 
in commenting on the murderous a8sault on 
Senator Sumner, said : 

Sumner, and Sumner's friends, must be punished and si
lenced. Either such wretches must be bung or put in the 
penitentiary, or the South should prepare at once to quit 
the Gnion. 

If Fremont is elected, the L'nion will not last an hour 
after Mr. Pierce's term expires. 

If Fremont is elected, it will be the duty of the South 
to dissolye the L'nion and form a Southern Confederacy. 

Let the South present a compact and undivided front. 
Let her, if possible, detach Pennsylvania and southern 
Ohio, southern Indiana, and southern Illinois, from the 
Korth, and make the highlands between the Ohio and the 
lakes the dividing line. Let the South treat with Califor
nia; and, if necessary, ally herself with Russia, with Cuba, 
and Brazil. 

Senator Iverson, of Georgia, in a speech made 
to his con~titucnts previous to the assembling of 
the second session of the 36th Congress, said: 

Slavery m11st be mairzta.ined-in the union, if pos
sible; oiit of it, y necessary: peaceably, if we Taay, 

/01·cibly if we must. . . . . . 
In a confederated government of their own, the South

ern States would enjoy sources of wealth, prosperity, and 
power, unsurpassed by any nation on earth. No neutra
lity laws would restrain our adventurous sons. Our ex
panding policy would stretch far beyond present limits. 
Central America would join her destiny to ours, and so 
would Cuba, now withheld from us by the voice and votes 
of Abolition enemies. 

During the late memorable contest for Speaker, 
the same Senator remarked, as follows : 

Sir, I will tell you what I would do, if I bad the control 
of the southern members of this House and the other, when 
you elect John Sherman. If I had control of the public 
sentiment, the very moment you elect John Sherman, 
thus giYing to the South the example of insult as well as 
injury, I woulcl walk, every one of us, out of the Halls of 
this Capitol, and consult our constituents; and I would 
never enter again until I was bade to do so by those who 
Imel the right to control me. Sir, I go further than that. 
I woulcl counsel my constituents instantly to dissolve all 
poli tical ties with a party and a people who thus trample 
on our rights. That is what I would do. 

In an elaborate speech delivered later in the 
sessiou by the same Senator, he said: 

Sir, there is but one path of safety to the South; but 
one mode of preserving her institution of domestic Slavery; 
and that is a confederacy of States 1J,, ,-ing no incongruous 
and opposing elements-a confederacy of Slave States 
alone, with homogeneous language, laws, interest , and in
stitutions. Under such a confederated Republic, with a 
Constitution which should shut out the approach and en
trance of all incongruous and conflicting elements, which 
should protect the institution from change, and keep the 
whole nation ever bound to its preservation, by an un
changeable fundamental h1w, the fifteen Slave States, with 
their power of expansion, would present to the world the 
most free, prosperous, and happy nation on the face of the 
wide earth. 

Sir, with these views, and with the firm conviction which 
I have entertained for many years, and which r ecent events 
have only seeliled to confirm, that the "irrepressible con
flict" between the t\rn sections must and will go on, and 
with accumulateil speed, and must encl, in the Union, with 
the total extinction of African Slavery in the southern 
States that 1 have announced my determination to ap
prove 'and urge the southern States to dissoll·e the Union 
upon the election of a Black Republican to the !'residency 
of the L'nited States, by a sectional northern party, and 
upon a platform of opposition and hostility to southern 
Slavery. 

Senator Brown, of Mississippi, in a recent 
speech to his constituents, said: 

I want 01iba; I want '.l.'amaulipas, Potosi, and one or 
two other l\Iexican States; and 1 want them all for the 
same reason-for the pluntih(J and spreadin(J of Sla
very. And a footing in Central America will powerfully 
aid us in acquiring those other States. Yes; I want these 
counfriesfor the spreaa of Slavei·y. I would spread 

the blessings of Slavery, like the reli(Jion of mir Divine 
])[aster, to the uttermost ends of the earth; and , rebel
lious and wicked as the Yankees have been, Iwoiitd eq;en 
ereterzd it to them. . . . . . 

Whether we can obtain the '.l.'erritory while the union 
lasts, I do not know; I fear we cannot. But I would make 
an honest e1Tort, and if we failed, I would go out of the 
Union, and try it there. I speak plainly-I would make a 
refusal to acquire territory, because it was to be slave ter
ritory, a cause for disunion, just as I would make the refu
sal to admit a new State, because it was to be a Slave State, 
a cause for disunion. . . 

The election of Mr. Seward, or any other man of his 
party, is not, per se, justifiable ground for dissolving the 
(fnion. But the act of putting the Government in the 
hands of men who mean to use it for our suhjugation, ought 
to be resisted, e>:en to the disruption of eYery tie that 
binds us to the Union. 

Jefferson Davis, U. S. Senator from Missis
sippi, in an address to the people of his Smte, 
July 6, 18159, said: 

For myself, I say, as I said on a former occasion, in 
the contingency of the election of a Pl'esident on the 
platform of Ml'. Seward's Rochester speech, let the Union 
be dissolved. Let the "great, but not the greatest of 
evils," come. 

:Mr. Clay, of Alabama, in a recent speech in 
the Senate, contemplating the possible defeat of 
his party in the coming Presidential contest, 
said: 

I make no predictions, no promise for my State; 
but, in conclusion, will only say, that if she is faithful to 
the pledges she has made and principles she has pro
fessed-if she is true to her 011·n interest and her own 
honor-if she is not recreant to all that State pride, in
tegrity and duty demand-she will never submit to your 
authority. I will add, th at unless she and all the 
southern States of this Union, with perhaps but two, or, 
at most, three exceptions, are not faithless to the pledges 
they have given, they will 1ievel' submit to the (JOvern
ment of a P1•esident professing yo 1• 1Joliticu.lfaith 
anll elected by yow· sectional 1najo1·ity. 

\\'hen Mr. Clay bad taken his seat, Mr. Gwin, 
of California, made a speech in which he de
clared it as " the inevitable result tliat the 
South would prepare for resi stance in the e1ent 
of the election of a Republican President." 

Ou the 24th of January, 1860, the II on. 
Robert Toombs, of Georgia, made a violent 
speech in the Senate, on Mr. Douglas' Resolu
tion directing the Judiciary Committee to re
port a bill for the protection of each SLate and 
Territory against invasion from any other State 
or Territory. l'l1r. 'l'oomb · commenced bis 
speech by the announcem ent that the country 
was in the midst of civil war, adding, " I feel 
and know that a large body of these Senators 
are enemies of my country." ~fr. Toombs pro 
ceeded in an elaborate and vituperative speech 
to prove that the people of the Korth had vio
lated the Coustitution, by refusing to capture 
and return fugitive slaves to their masters in 
the South. 

Sir, I ham but little more to add-nothing fol' myself. 
I feel that I have no need to pledge my poor services to 
this great cause-to my country. lily $tate lrnti spoken 
for herself. Kine year; ago a co11'cntion of Iler people 
met and declared that hel' connection with U1is goYern
ment depencled upon the faithful execution of this fugitil·e 
slave law, and her full enjoyment of equal rights in the 
common 'l'erritol'ies. I haYe hm1·n that the one contin
gency has already arrived; the other waits only the suc
cess of the Republican party in the approachl.11g Presiden
tial election. I was a member of that conyention, and 
stood then and now pledged to its action. I have faith
fully labored to avert these calamities. I will yet labor 
until this last contingency happens, faithfully, honestly, 
and to the best of my poor abilities. When that time 
comes freemen of Georgia redeem your pledge; I am 
ready' to redeem mine. Your honor is inrnlved-your 
faith is plighted. I know yon feel a stain as a wouncl; 
your peace, your social system, your firesides are in-
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volved. NIYVer' permit this Federal Government to j I think I speak the sentiments of my own constituents and 
pass into the traitorous hands of the BlcwkRepublican the State of South Carolina, when I say so. 
party. It has already declared war against you and your I M C £ d f G ~ · · d • 
institution~. It every day commits acts of war against r. raw or , 0 eor1::>ia, sa1 · 
you: it ha.s already compelled you to arm for your de- Now, in regard to the election of a Black Republican 
fense. Listen to "no vidn babblings," to no treacherous President, I have this to say, and I speak the sentiment ot 
jargon about" overt acts;" they bave already been com- every Democrat on this floor from the State of Georgia: 
mitted. Defend yourselves; the enemy is at your door; we will never submit to the inauguration of a Black Re
wait not to meet him at the hearthstone-meet him at the publican President. (Applause from the Democratic 
door-sill, and drive him from the temple of liberty, or pull benches, and hisses from the Republicans.) I repeat it, 
down its pillars and involve him in a common ruin. sir-and I have authority to say so-that no Democratic 

. . . representative from Georgia on this floor will ever submit 
Senator Clmgman, of North Carolma, m a re- to the inauguration of a Black Republican President. 

cent speech, says that "there are hundreds of (Renewed applause and hisses.) . . . The most con
disunionists in the South now where there wns tiding of them all are, sir, for "equality in the Union or 

" d h' · f 1., independence out of it ; " having Jost all hope in the 
not one ten years ago, an t a~ l?- some 0 t 1e former, I am for "INDEPENDENCE NOW AND INDEPENDENCE 
States the men who would w1llmgly see the FOREVER!" 

Union dissolved are in the majority. In con- Mr. Gartrell, of the same State, said : 
sidering the proper cause for disunion, Mr. Just so sure as the Republican party succeeds in elect-
Clingman continues : ing a sectional man, upon their sectional, Anti-Slavery 

platform, breathing destruction and death to the rights of 
In my judgment, the election of the Presidential can- my people, just so sure, in my judgment, the time will 

didate of the Black Republican party will furnish that have come when the South must and will t ake an unmis
cause. . . . 

No other "overt act" can so imperatively demand re
sistance on our part as the simple election of their candi
date. Their organization is one of avowed hostility, and 
they come against us as enemies. . 

'l'he objections are not personal merely to this Senator 
(Mr. Seward), but apply equa lly to any member of the 
party elected by it. It has, in fact, been suggested that, 
as a matter of prudence, for the first election they should 
choose a southern free-soiler. Would the Colonies have 
submitted more willingly to Benedict Arnold than to Lord 
Cornwallis? 

Mr. Curry, of Alabama, a member of the 
House of Representatives, in a recent speech, 
says: 

However distasteful it may be to my friend from New 
York (Ur. Clark), however much it may revolt the public 
sentiment or conscience of this country, I am not ashamed 
or afraid publicly to avow that the election of "William II. 
Seward or Salmon P. Chase, or any such representative of 
the Republican party, upon a sectional platform, ought to 
be resisted to the disruption of every tie that binds this 
Confederacy together. (Applause on the Democratic 
side of the House.) 

Mr. Pugh, of the same State, made a speech 
in the House, in which he said : 

If, with the character of the Government well defined, 
and the rights and privileges of the parties to the compact 
clearly asserted by the Democratic party, the Black Re
publicans get possession of the Government, then the 
question is fully presented, whether the Southern States 
will remain in the Union, as subject and degraded cole
nies, or will they withdraw and establish a Southern Con
federacy of coequal homogeneous sovereigns? 

In my judgment, the latter is the only course compati
ble with the honor, equality, and safety of the South; and 
the sooner it is known and acted upon the better for all 
parties to the compact. 

The truest conservatism and wisest statesmanship de
mand a speedy termination of all association with such 
confederates, and the formation of another Union of 
States, homogeneous in population, institutions, interests, 
and pursuits. 

Mr. Moore, of the same State, said: 
I do not concur with the declaration made yesterday 

by the gentleman from 'l'ennessee, that the election of a 
Black Republican to the Presidency was not cause for a 
dissolution of the Union. 'Vhenever a President is elected 
by a fanatical majority at the North, those whom I repre
sent, as I believe, and the gallant State which I in part 
represent, are ready, let the consequences be what they 
may, to fall back on their r eserved rights, and say, "As 
to this Union, we have no longer any lot or part in it." 

Mr. Bonh.am, a member of the House from 
South Carolina, said: 

As to disunion, upon the election of a Black Republi
can, I can speak for no one but myself and those I have 
here the honor to represent; and I say, without hesitation, 
that, upon the election of 1\fr. ~eward, or any other man 
who indorses and proclaims the doctrines helcl by him and 
his party-call him by 1·;hat mime you please-I am in 
favor of an immediate <.li.s:;olution of the Union. And, sir, 

takable and decided action, and that then, "he who 
dallies is a dastard, and he who doubts is damned." I 
need not tell what I, as a Southern man, will do-I think 
l may safely speak for the masses of the people of Georgia 
-that when that event happens, they, in my judgment, 
will consider it an overt act, a declarati-On of war, and 
meet immediately in convention, to take into considera· 
tion the mode and measure of redress. That is my posi
tion ; and if that be treason to the Government, make the 
most of it. 

}fr. McRae, formerly Governor of Mississippi, 
now a member of the House of Representatives, 
recently spoke in that body as follows: 

I said to my constituents, and to the people at the 
capital of my State, on my way here, that if such an 
event did occur, while it would be then· duty to determine 
the course which the State weulcl pursue, it would be my 
privilege to counsel with them us to wli;it I believed to be 
the proper course; and I said to th'em, what I say now, 
and will alwHys say in such an event, that my counsel 
would be to take independence out of the Union icn pre
ference to the loss of constitutional right~ , and conse· 
quent degradation ar.d dishonor in it. That is my posi
tion, and it is the position which I know the Democratic 
part.y of the State of Mississippi will maintain. 

Mr. De J arnette, a member of the House 
from Virginia, says : 

'l'hus William H. Seward stands before the country a 
perjured traitor; and yet that man, with hands stained 
wi1h the blood of our citizens, we are asked to elect Pre
sident of the United States, You may elect him Presiden~ 
of the North, but of the South never. Whatever the 
eve1·1t may be, others may d iffer; but Virginia, in view 
of her ancient renown, in view of her illustrious dead, 
and in view of her sic semper tyrannis, will r es ist, his 
authority. I have done. 

Mr. Leake, also of Virginia, declares : 
Virginia has the right, when she pleases, to withdraw 

from the Confederacy. (Applause from the Democratio 
benches.) . . . 'l'nat is her doctrine. We will not 
fight in the Union, but quit it the instant we think proper 
to do so. 

Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, says: 

You ask me when will the time (for disunion) come· 
when will the i:louth be united? It will be when yo~ 
elect a lliack Republican-llale, Sewflrd, or Chase-Pre
sideut of the Uaited States, Whenever you undertake 
to place such a man to preside over the destinies of the 
South, you may expect to see us undivided and indivisi
ble friends, and to see all parties of the South arrayed to 
resist his inauguration, 

We can never quietly stand by anrl permit the control 
of the army and navy to go iuto the hands of a mack 
ltepublkan President. 

Gov. Letcher, of Virginia, in his r ecent mes
sage to the Legislature of his State, avows the 
rankest disuuion and revolutionary sentiments. 
In tbis document, he declares that if a Hcpub
lican President is elected in 18GO, 

It is useless to atte:,;irt to conceal the fact that, in the 
present tem]Jer of the bouthern people, it cannot be and. 
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will not be submitted to. The " irrepressible conflict" I "The bar~a~ between Fre~dom and Sl.avery contained in 
doctrine, announced and advocated by the ablest and the Const1tut10n of the Umted States, IS morally and po
most distin"uiohed leader of the Republican party, is an I litically vicious, inconsistent with the principles on which 
open de cl a ~atiou of war against the institution of African alone our Revolution can be justified; cruel and oppres
Sl_av~ry, wherever it exist~; and I would be disloyal to I sive, by ri_vetinl? .the chains. o! Slavery; and grossly une
V1r<>'rn1a and the Snuth If I did not declare that the qua! and Impolitic, by adllllttmg that Slaves are at once 
ele~tion of such a man, entertaining such sentiments, enemies to be kept in subjection, property to be secured 
and advocating such doctrines, OU(Jht to be 1·esisted by and returned to their owners, and pe~·sons not to be rel'.r~
the slaveholdin(J States. The idea of permittin"' such a sented themselves, but for whom their masters are pnv1-
man to have the control and direction of the a~my and leged with nearly a double share of representation;" and 
navy of the United States, and the appointment of high Whereas (to quote the language of ·wm. Ellery Chan
judicial and executive officers postmasters included, ning) "We in the Free States cannot fly from the shame 
cannot be entertained by the S~uthfor a moment. or guilt of the Institution of Slavery, while there are pro-

H W 'll' L · visions of the Constitution binding us to give it support. 
Th~ on. 1 1am. . Y.a~~y, a leadmg and On this subject our fathers, in framing the Constitution, 

promment Democratic poht1c1au of .Alabama, swerved from the right. We, their children, see the path 
and formerly rr.ernber of Cono-ress from that of duty more clearly than they, and must walk in it. No 

S b r 11 · 1 !=' • - l · h blessings of the Union can be a compensation for taking 
tate, wro~e t e 10 owmg etter m 1.808, w uc part in the enslaving of our fellow-creatures;" and 

the IVashington States, a Democratic Journal, Whereas (to quote the language of Josiah Quincy, Sen.), 
recently published under the title of the" Scar- "The arm of the Union is the very sinew of the subjection 
let Letter : " of t~e Slave~; i~ is the Slaveholder's main strength; its 

DEAR SIR: 
ceived. 

MONTGOMERY, Jwne 15, 1858. 
Your kind favor of the 15th is re-

I hardly agree with you that a general movement 
can be made that will clear out the Augean stable. If 
the Democracy were overthrown, it would result in giv
ing place to a greater and hungrier swarm of flies. 

'l'he remeuy of the South is not in such a process. It 
is in a diligent organization of her true men for prompt 
resistance to the next aggression. It must come in the 
nature of things. No national party can save us ; no 
sectional party can ever do it. But if we could do as 
our fathers <lid-organize committees of safety all over 
the Cotton States (and it is only in them that we can 
hope for any effective movement)-we shall fire the 
Southem heart, instruct the Southern mind, give cou
rage to each other, and at the PROP~R MOMENT, by one 
01·ganized co'ltcerted action, we can precipitcite the 
Cotton Stutes into a revoliution. 

'!.'he idea has been shadowed forth in the South by 
Mr. Ruffin ; has been taken uo and recommended in 
Tlie .Advertiser (Published at Montgomery. Alabama), 
under the name of 11 League of United Southerners," who, 
keeping up their old party relations on all other ques
tions, will hold the Southern issue paramount, and will 
influence parties, legislatures, and statesmen. I have no 
time to enlarge, but to suggest merely. 

In haste, yours, etc., W. L. YANCEY, 
To JAMKS s. SLAUGHTER, Esq. 

The .lJiontgornery (Ala.) Confederation thus 
gives the record of the leading secession dele
gates from the Charleston Convention from 
Lhat State. It says: 

No one can be deceived as to what are the objects 
of the Charleston Convention. Listen to what their men 
say: 

11 I want the Cotton States precipitated into a revolu
tion."- lVm. L. Yancey. 
"If I had the power, I would dissolve this Govern

ment in two minutes. "-J. T. Mor(Jan. 
11 Let us break up this rntten, stinking, and oppressive 

Government."-Geor(Je Gayle. 
" Resistance! Resistance to death against the Gov

ernment is what we want now."-Damid Hubbard. 

AN ANTI-SL.A.VERY VIEW OF DISUNION. 

The following Resolutions, prepared by Wm. 
Lloyd Garrison, were adopted at a Convention 
of the non-voting .Abolitionists (better known 
as Garrisonians), at Albany, New-York, on the 
2d of February, 1859 : 

W?iereas (to quote the language of John Quincy Adams), 

contmuance 1s lus forlorn hope;" and 
Whereas (to quote the language of l\Ir. Underwood, of 

Kentucky, as uttered on the floor of Congress), 11 'rhe Dis
solution of the Union, making the Ohio River and l\Iason 
and Dixon's line the boundary line, is the Dissolution of 
Slavery. It had been the common practice for Southern 
men to get up on this floor and say, 'Touch this subject 
and we will Dissolve the Union as a remedy.' '!'heir re
medy was the destruction of the thing which they wished 
to save, and any sensible man could see it;" and 

lVhereas (to quote the language of l\Ir. Arnold, of Ten
nessee, on the same occasion), "'l'he South has nothing to 
rely on, if the Union be Dissolved; for, supposing that 
Dissolution to be effected, a million of Slaves ;ire ready to 
rise and strike for ]freedom at the first tap of the drum : " 
therefore, 

1. Resolved, That in advocating the Dissolution of the 
Union the Abolitionists are justified by every precept of 
the G~spel, by every principle of morality, by every claim 
of humanity; that such a Union is a 11 Covenant with 
Death,'' which ought to be annulled, and "an agreement 
with Hell," which a just God cannot permit to stand; and 
that it is the imperative and paramount duty of all who 
would keep their souls from blood-guiltiness, to deliver the 
oppressed out of the hand of the spoiler, and usher in the 
day of Jubilee; to seek its iulmediate overthrow by all 
righteous instrumentalities. 

2. Resolved That (to quote the language of William H. 
Seward) 11 they who think this agitation is accidental, un
necessary the work of interested or fanatical agitators, 
and therefore ephemeral, mistake the case altogether : it 
is an Irrepressible Conflict between opposing and enduring 
forces· and it means that the United States must and will, 
sooner' or later, become either entirely a Slaveholding 
Nation or entirely a Free Labor Nation. It ls the failure 
to apprehend this great truth that induces so many un
successful attempts at final Compromise between the Free 
and Slave States; and it is the existence of this great fact 
that renders all such pretended Compromises, when maue, 
vain and ephemeral." Therefore, 

3. Reso'IA;ecl That no matter how sincerely or zealously 
any Political Party may be str~ggling wi~h side issues,, in 
relation to Slavery to prevent Its extension, or otherwise 
cripple its power, 'while standing wi~.hin the 'C'nio~ and 
sanctionin"' its Pro-Slavery Compromises, and rcfusmg to 
attack the

0
Institution itself, its position is morally inde

fensible· it rests upon a sandy foundation; its testimonies 
are pow'erless, and its example fatal to the cause of lib
erty: hence we cannot give it any support. 

4. Resolved, That " lletter a thousand times that all 
North America should be obliterated by a concurrence of 
the Atlantic and Paci.Ile Oceans, as a dead, revenging sea 
over buried Cities, than that we, after all our light and 
Liberty should live only by removing the truth that gave 
us bein'g or should set the example to a terrified and 
stru"glin:., world of a Nation claiming and daring to exist 
only° by s'fistained and sanctified oppression." 
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THE POvVER OF THE SUPR,E~IE COURT. 

IN Yicw of the Dred Scott dicta and other en- [ Under date of llontcccllo, Dec. 25, 1820, he 
croachme~ts upon the Liberties of the People j writes to Thomas R.itchie as follow. s: 
ancl the rights of the States., ~hat may well be . . . . The Judiciary of the "Cnited States is the 
apprehended from future decisions of a Federal subtle corps of sappers and miners comtantly working 
partisan Judiciary, the opinions of the leaders of under-ground to undermine the foUJ?dations of ou!· c?n
tbe old Jeffersonian Republican party on the federated _.rai:ric._ They are construmg o~ll' Con;t.1tnt10n 

. · from a coord1uat10n of a general and special gove1nment 
powers and duties of the Supreme Court become to a general and supreme one alone. 

matter of public interest. On the lSth of .August, 1821, Mr. Jefferson 

OPINIO~S OF TITO:l!AS JEFFERSO::<". 

In a letter to John Adams, dated Sept. 11, 
180±, Mr. Jefferson says: 

You seemed to think that it devolved on the Judges to 
decide on the validity of the Sedition Law. But nothing in 
the Constitution has given them a right to decide for the 
Executive, m9re than the Executive to decide for them. 
Both magistrates are equally independent in the sphere of 
action asoigned to them. 'l'he Judges, believing the law 
constitutional, had a right to pass a sentence of fine and 
imprisonment, because the power was placed in their 
hands by the Constitution. But the Executive, believing 
the law to be unconstitutional, were bound to remit the 
execution of it, because that power had been confided to 
them by the Constitution." 

.Again, in a letter to Judge Roane, dated 
Poplar Forest, Sept. 6, 1819, Mr. Jefferson re
marks: 

In denying the right they usurp in exclusively ex
plaining the Constitution, I go further than you do, if I 
understand rightly your quotation from the .Federalist, 
of an opinion that " The Judiciary is the last r~sort in re
lation to the other departments of the Government, but 
not in relation to the rights of the parties to the compact. 
under which the Judiciary is derived." If this opinion be 
sound, then indeed is our Constitution a completejelo cle 
se. llor intending to establish three departments, coordi
nate and independent, that they might check and balance 
one Rnqther, it has given, according to this opinion, to one 
of them alone the right to prescribe rules for the govern
ment of the others, anrr to that one, too, wllich is unelected. 
by and independent of the nation. , . . . '!'he Consti
tution, on this hypothesis, is a mere thing of wax, in the 
bands of the Judiciary,which they may twist and shn.peinto 
any form they please. It should be remembered, as an eter
nal truth in politics, that wlrntever power in any go1·ernment 
is independent, is absolute also; in theory only at first, while 
the spirit of the people is up, but in practice as fast as that 
relaxes. Independence can be trusted nowhere but with 
the people in mass. 'rhey are inherently independent of 
all but moral law. My construction of the Constitution is 
very different from thn.t you quote. It is that each de
partment is truly independent of the others, and has an 
equal right to decide for itself what is the meaning of the 
Constitution in the cases submitted to its action, and espe
cially where it is to act ultimately and without appeal. 

In ft letter to Mr. Jarvis, dated Monticello, 
Sept. 28, 1820, Mr. J cfferson says: 

writes to Mr. C. Hammond, as follows: 
It has long, ho1>ever, been my opinion, Rnd I have 

never shrunk from its expression, that.the germ of disso
lution of our Federal Governmeut is in the constitution 
of the Federnl ,Judiciary-an irresponsible bod~·, 11·ork
ing like gravity by night and by day, gi'.iuin.g a lit.tie to
day and a little to-morrow, and adnrncmg HS noiseless 
step, like a tliit;f, over the field of jurisdiction, until all 
shall be usurped from the Stales, and the Go>ernment of 
all be consolidated into one. 'l'o this I am opposed ; be
cause, when all government, domestic an_d f?reign, in 
little as in great things, hall be drn1Yn to '\ aslung:ton as 
the centre of all power it will render powerless the 
checl;s provided of one Gdvernment on another, and will 
become as venal and oppressive as the GoYernment from 
which we separated. lt will be as in Europe, where 
every man must he eitlier pike or gudgeon, hainmer or 
Rnvil. Our functionRrie·· and theirs are wares from the 
same workshop, ma.de· of the sn.me materials, and by the 
same hand. 1f the States look with apathy on this silent 
descent of their GoYernment into the gulf which is to 
swallow· all, we have onl,v to weep oYer the human chnr
acter, formed uncontrolla~le but by a roll of iron, and 
the blasphemers of nrnn as mcapable of self-government, 
become hi; true historians. 

In ft letterto Judge J olrnson, dated :\Ionticello, 
March 4, 1820, he says-

I cannot lRy do1Yn my pen without recurring to one of 
the subjects of my former letter, for, in truth, there is no 
tlanger I Rppreliend so much as the consolidation of .our 
Government by the noiselesE, and therefore unalarmmg, 
instrumentality of the Supreme Court. '1'his is the form 
in which Federalism now arrays itself. 

In a letter dated June 1:2, same year, he says, 
The practice of Judge l\farshall, of traveling out of his 

case to prescribe what the law would be in a moot ca~e 
not before the court is very irregular and very cen
surable. 

In writing to }fr. \Y. II. Torrance, Jnne 11, 
1815, Mr. Jefferson says : 

The second question, whether the judges are i1wested 
with exclusive authority to decide on the constimtionality 
of a Jaw, has been heretofore a subject of considerarion 
with rue in the exercise of official duties. Cert a inly 
there is not a word in the Constitution which has gh·en 
that power to them more than to the Executive or Legis
lative branches. Questions of property, of character, 
and of crime, being ascribed to the judges t.hrough a 
definite course or legal proceeding, laws inYolving such 

. . You seem, in pages 84 and 148, to consider questions, belong, of course, to them; and as the,r decide 
the Judges as the ultimate arbiters of Rll constitutional [ on them ultimately, and without appeal, they, of course, 
questions-a very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one n.ecide for thernselv, s. The constitutional validity of the 
which would place us under the de:;potism of an oligarchy. law or laws again prescribing executive action, and to 
Our judges are as honest as other men, and not more so. [ be administered by that branch ultimatel,r, and wit.bout 
They have, with others, the same passions for party, for appeal, the ~xecuti1·e must decide for thcmselN.<, also, 
power, and the privilege of their corps. Their maxim is, whether, under the Constitution, they are valid or not. 
"bonijudicis est ampliarejurisdictionem," and their ~o also, as to Jaws governing the proceedings of the Leg
power the more dangerous as they are in ofiice ~or life, islature, that body must judgejor it~elfthe conc•titution
and not respon ·ible, as the other functionn.ries are, to the ality of the Jaw, and equally without appeal or control 
elective control. The Constitution has erected no such from its coiirdinate branches. Anrl, in genera l, tl1e 
single tribunal, knowing that, to whatever hands confirred, branch which is to act ultimately, and withollt appeal on 
with the corruptions of time and party, its members would any law, is the rightful expooito1· of the valiuity of 1l1e 
become despotR. It has mo:·e wisely made all the depart- law, uncoutrollell liy the opinions of the other coi.i]'(li-
ments co-equal and co-sove: eign within themselves. nate authorities. 
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John T<ll'lor of Caroline Va. who used in 
1
1 for that I think I have shown to be impossible, with the 

h · ] • , ' .' 1· d · ' '' ' , I · cr :;iowers which the Legislature may sar~Jy u~e and. exer-
IS Ca\. to,, spea '- au write ~s one iavrno I :;ise, and because the people have retained m their own 

authonty lit the old J efferSOlllan Republican hands the power of controlling and directing the Legis
part.\', in an esBay eutitled "New Views of the latm:e, by their immediate and mediate ele.ctions of 
Com>tiLUtiou," says: J?resident, Senate, and !louse of l:tepresentat1ves.-See 

'lb., page 73. 
The perseverance of the gentleman in favor of a 

National Governm•ent proves that the subject was tho
roughly considered; and the solemn preference of the 
PeJeral form demonstrates that no construction by 
which the preference will be frustrated can be just. 
Its basis was State sovereignty, compatible with a fede
ral limited Government, but incompatible with a su
vreme National Government. Hence State Sovereignty 
was denied by the gentlemen who proposed a National 
tiovernment. l'his sovereignty is the foundation of all 
the powers reserved to the States. Unless they are sns
Jained by it, they are baseless. State legislative, ex
ecutive, and judicial powers, must all or none flow from 
this source. All are necessary to sustain the State Re
~ublican Governments. Subject either to a master, 
J,nd the others become subjeet to the same master. If 
lhe State judicial power, as flowing from State sov
Jeignty, is not independent, State legislative and ex
ecutive power cannot be independent, because all rest 
upon the same foundation; and because if a supreme 
federal Judiciary can control State Courts, it can also 
control State Legislatures and Executives. 'l'hus a 
federal form of Government would be rejected, though 
it was established, and a National Government would be 
est.ablished, though it was rejected. _ . . . 

The legal features of the Constitution, in relation to 
judges, is expressed in the sixth article: "'l'he Con
stitution is the supreme law of the land, and the 
judges in e;very otate are to be bound thereby." 
Can the judgments of the Federal court be a su
preme law over this supreme law? Is there no dif
ference between the snpremacy of a Federal court 
over inferior Federal courts, and the supremacy of the 
Constitution over all courts? The supremacy of the 
Constitution is a guaranty of the independent powers, 
within tlieir respective spheres, allowed by the .Federal
ist to the State and Federal Governments. A Sllpre
macy in the court might abridge or alter these spheres. 
The State judges are bound by the Constitution and by 
an oath to obey the supremacy of the Constitution, and 
not even required to obey the supremacy of the Federal 
court. Why are all the departments of the State and 
l<'ederal Governments equally bound to obey the supre
macy of the Constitution? Because the State and Fe
deral Governments were considered as checking or 
balancing departments. Had either been considered as 
subordinate to a supremacy in the other, it would have 
been tyrannical to require it by an oath to support the 
supremacy of the Constitution, and also to break that 
oath by yielding to the usurped supremacy of the other. 

During the administration of John Adams, 
the Judiciary system was remodeled in such 
way as to create a large number of Circuit 
J udgesbips, and to make the Supreme Court 
simply a Court of Appeal from the inferior 
jurisdictions. After the election of l\Ir. J effer
son, with a Republican (Democratic) majority 
in Congress the act was repealed. 

During the debate in the Senate, which was 
protracted, on tllis repeal bill, Mr. Jackson 
of Georgia, said : 

We have been asked if we are afraid of having an 
army of judges? For myself, I am more afraid of an 
army of judges under the patronage of the President, 
than of an army of soldiers. 'l'he former can do us 
more harm. They may deprive us of our liberties, if 
attached to the Executive, from their decisions ; and 
from the tenure of otlice contended for, we cannot re
move thern; while the soldier, however he may acr, is 
enlisted, or if not enlisted, only subsisted for two years; 
whilst the judge is enlisted for life, for his salary cannot 
be take.n from him.-,See .Ar11nal$ of Conyre~s, foOl-2, 
page 47. 

During the same discussion, Mr. :;\Iason, of 
Virginia, :-aid: 

'.l'he objects of courts of law, as I understand them, 
are tu settle questions of right between suitors, to en
force obedience to the Jaws, and to protect the citizens 
against the oppressive use of power in the :llixeculil'e 
offices. 1' ot to protect them against the Legblature, 

llr. Coeke, of Tennessee, on the same sub
ject, said: 

We have been told that the nation is to look up to 
these immaculate judges to pro tect their liberties; to 
prntect the people against themse.ves.-Ib., page 75. 

In the House, Robert \Yilliams, of Korth 
Carolina, said : 
If this doctrine is to extend to the length gentlemen 

contend, then is the sovereignty of the GovernmeRt to be 
swallowed np in the vortex of the Judiciary. ·whatever 
the other departments of the Gol'ernment may do, they 
can undo. You may pass a Jaw, but they can annuJ.,it. 
Will not the people be astonished to hear that their laws 
depend upon the will of tlie judges, who are themselves 
independent of all law ?-Ib., puges 531, 532. 

John Randolph, of Roanoke, said: 
But, sir, if you pass the law, the judges are to put their 

veto upon it by declaring it unconstitutional. Here is a 
new power, of a dangerous and uncontrollable nature, 
contended for. The decision of a constitutional question 
must rest somewhere. Shall it be confided to men im
mediately responsible to the people, or to those \Yho are 
irresponsible? for the responsibility by impeachment is 
little less than a name. l,'rom whom is a corrupt decision 
most to be feared ? To me it appeal's that the power 
which has the right of passing, "ithout appeal, on the 
validity of your laws, is your sovereign. . . . nut, 
sil', are we not as deeply intel'estcd in the trne exposition 
of the Constitution as the judges can be? \Yith all clue 
deference to their talents, is not Congress as capable of 
forming a correct opinion as tbe,v are ? Are not its 
members acting uncl<lr a responsibility to public opinion, 
which can and will check their aberrations from duty? 
Let a case, not an imaginary one, be stateJ: Congress 
violates the Constitution by fettering the press; the judi
cial corrective is applied to ; far from protecting the 
liberty of the citizen, or the letter of the Constitution, 
you find them outdoing the legislature in zeal ; pressing 
tbe common law of England to their service where the 
sedition law did not apply. Suppose your reliance had 
been altogether on this broken staff, and not on the elec
tive principle? Your press might have been enchained 
till doomsday, your citizens incarcerated for life, and 
where is your remedy? llut if the construction of the 
Constitution is left with us, there are no longer limits to 
out· power; and this would be true, if an appeal uid not 
lie through the elections, from us to the nation, to whom 
alone, and not a few privileged individuals, it belongs to 
decide, in the last resort, on the Constitution. . . 
In their inquisitorial capacity, t.he Supreme Court., re
lieved from the tedious h1bor of investigating judicial 
points by the law of the last session, may easily direct the 
Executive, by mandamus, in 1rhat mode it is their · 
pleasure that we should execute his functions. They will 
also have more leisure to attend to the legislature, and 
forestall, by inflammatory pamphlets, their decisions on 
all important questions ; whilst, for the amusement of t11e 
public, we shall retain the right of debating, but not of 
v0Ling.-lb.,page11 661, G62. 

:N"athaniel Macon, of Korth Carolina, said: 
\\'e have heard much about the judges, and the neces

sity of their independence. I will state one fact, to 'how 
that they have power as well as independence. ::ioon 
after the establisblllent of the Federal Cou1ts, they issued 
a writ-not being a professional man, I shall noL u11der
take to gh·e its name-to the ::iupl'eme Court. of l\ ot·th 
Carolina, directing a ease then depending in the titate 
Court to be brought into the .Feueral Court. 'l'he btate 
judges l'efused to obey the summons, and Jai1\ the wltolt: 
proceedings before the legislature, who apprn,:ed their 
conduct and as well as 1 remembel', unanm1ously; 
and thi~ in diat day was not called disorgauizing.-lu. 
pave 711. 

John Ilueon, of ~[ussuchusetts, said: 
'L'he Judiciary have no mol'e right to prescribe, direct, 

Jr eontrol tile acts of the other departments of the U o v-
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ernment, than the other departments of the Govern
ment have to prescribe or direct those of the Judiciary.
Ib., page 983. 

THE SEDITION L.A.W. 

When the c:tse of Matthew Lyon was before 
the United States Senate in 1818, on petition 
asking indemnity for a fine imposed upon him 
under the Sedition Law, John J. Crittenden, of 
Kentucky, said: 

The judiciary is a valuable part of the Government, and 
ought to be highly respected, but is not infallible. '.L'he 
Constitution is our guide-our supreme law. Blind homage 
can never be rendered by freemen to any power. In all 
cases of alleged violations of the Constitution, it was for 
Congress to make a just discrimination. - Benton's 
Ab1·idgment, vol. 6, page 184. 

Nathaniel Macon, of North Carolina, on the 
same day S:lid : 

According to some gentlemen, we were to regard the 
Judiciary more than the law, and both more than the Con
stitution. It was a misfortune the judges were not equal 
in infallibility to the God who made them. '.L'he truth 
was, if the judge was a party-man out of power, he would 
be a party-man in. The office would not change human 
nature. He had no doubt that the Sedition Law, and the 
proceedings under it, had more effect in revolutionizing 
the Government than all its other acts. Ile well remem
bered the language of the times-pay your taxes, but 
don't speak against government.-Ibid., pcige 187. 

Hon. James Barbour, of Virginia, made a re
port on the subject of the petition, of which the 
following is an extract: 

The first question that naturally presents itself in the 
investigation is, was the law constitutional? '.L'he com
mittee have no hesitation in pronouncing, in their opin
ions, it was not. . . • 

'.L'he committee are aware that, in opposition to this 
view of the subject, the decision of some of the judges of 
the Supreme Court, sustaining the constitutionality of the 
law, has been frequently referred to, as sovereign and 
conclusive of the question. 

The committee entertain a high respect for the purity 
and intelligence of the Judiciary. But it is a rational re
spect, limited by a knowledge of the frailty of human na
ture, and the theory of the Constitution, which declares, 
not only that Judges may err in opinion, but also may 
commit crimes, and hence has provided a tribunal for the 
t.rial of offenders. 

GEORGI.A.. 

In the C:l.Se of Paddleford, Fay, & Company 
v. the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Sa
vannah, Judge Benning, in delivering the opin
ion of the court, recited two or three cases in 
which the State of Georgia had acted in disre
.,.ard of the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
~he United States. In the case of Chisholm, 
executor, against Georgia, the Supreme Court 
of the United States-

Ordered, that unless the said State shall either in due 
form appear, or show cause to the contrary, in this court, 
by the first day of next term, judgment by default shall be 
entered against the said State. 

The reporter adds, in a note, that "in February term, 
1794, judgment was rendered for the plaintiff, and a writ 
of inquiry awarded. 'rhe writ, however, was not sued out 
and executed; so that this cause, and all of the other suits 
against States, were swept at once from the records of the 
court by the amendment of the Federal Constitution." 

Qeorgia treated the court with contempt in respect to 
this case. Her position was, that the court had no juris
diction of her as a part;y.-Georgia Repo1·ts, vol. 14, 
pa(Je 479. 

The Judge proceeds to say, that ''in this 
position Georgia triumphed," and that the judg
ment against her "fell dead." 

The Judge next cites the case of Worcester 
and Butler, who Lad settled on the Cherokee 
lands in Georgia, contrary to the laws of the 
State, and for which offense they were sent to 
the penitentiary. On 11 writ of error, the Su-

preme Court of the United States annnlled the 
judgment in the State court, and issued a man
date to the Superior Court of Georgia, to carry 
its judgment of reversal into execution. J udgo 
Benning proceeds : 

Now, what did Georgia do on receipt of this special 
mandate? Through every department of her government 
she treated the mandate and the writ of error with con
tempt the most profound. She did not even protest 
against jurisdiction, as she had done in the case of Chis
holm's executors; but she kept ·worcester and Butler in 
the penitentiary, and she executed, in the Creek nation, 
the laws, for violating which they had been put in the 
penitentiary. • . . 

Judge Benning, in delivering his opinion, saya 
further: 

It was not only in this case that Georgia occupied this 
position ; she did it in two other cases, and those, cases of 
life and death: the case of Tassels, and that of Graves. 
One of these happened before those of Worcester and 
Butler, namely, in 1830; the other afterward, in 1834. 
'rhe Supreme Court had issued writs of error in each of 
these cases, on the application of the defendants to the 
State of Georgia; but, as the cases are not reported, it is 
to be presumed that these writs never got back: to the 
Supreme Court; or that, if they ever did, it was too late. 
It is certain that Georgia hung the applicants for the writ. 

In the Tassels case, the legislature passed 
these, among other resolutions: 

Resolved, That the State of Georgia will never so far 
compromit her sovereignty, as an independent State, as to 
become a party to the case sought to be made before the 
Supreme Court of the United States by the writ in ques
tion. 

.Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be, and he 
and every other officer of this State is hereby, requested 
and enjoined to disregard any and every mandate and 
process that has been or shall be served on liim or them, 
purporting to proceed from the Chief Justice or any Asso
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
for the purpose of arresting the execution of any of the 
criminal Jaws of this State. 

Similar resolutions were passed, as to the 
case of Graves, by the legislature of 1834. 

PENNSYL \A.NI.A.. 

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in the 
case of the Commonwealth v. Cobbett, gave a 
unanimous opinion in 178~. from which the fol· 
lowing is an extract: 

If a State should differ with tl1<l United States about tho 
construction of them, there is no common umpire but the 
people, who should adjust the affair by making amend
ments in the constitutional wa:v, or suffer from the defect. 
In such a case, the Constitution of the United Shttes is 
federal; it is a league or treaty made by the indiddual 
States as one party, and all the States as another party. 
When two nations differ about the meaning of any clause, 
sentence, or word, in a treaty, neither has an exclusive 
right to decide it; they endeavor to adjust the matter by 
negotiation; but if it cannot be thus accomplished, each 
has a right to retain its own interpretation, until a refer
ence be had to the mediation of other nations, and arbi
tration, or the fate of war. There is no provision in the 
Constitution that in such a case the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall control and be conclusive; 
neither can the Congress by a law confer that power.
Re8pitbliea v. Cobbett, 3 JJaUas's R eports, page 415. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Court of .Appeals of Virginia, in 1814, in 
the case of Hunter v. Martin, devisee of lfair
fax, entered the following unanimous opinion, 
after full argument: 

The court is unanimously of opinion that the appellate 
power of the Supreme Court of the United States does not 
extend to this court, under a sound construction of the 
Constitution of the United States; that so much of the 
twenty-fifth section of the act of Congress to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States as extends the appel
late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to this court is not 
in pursuance of the Constitution of the United States; 
that the writ of error in this case was improvidently al-
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lowed under the authority of that act; that the proceed-1 the Queen of Scots, the judges were instructed to con
ings thereon in the Supreme Court were coram non demn her, and by their sentence she came to the block. 
judice in relation to this court; and that obedience to its I This horrid deed was covered by the cloak of judicial 
mandate be declined by this court. proceedings. When Charles I., determined to change 

In times of 1'iolent party excitement, agitating the I the religion of Scotland, be made use of the Court of 
whole nation, to expect that judges will be entirely ex- High Commission to effect the object. By the same judi
empt from its influence, argues a profound ignorance of I cial power, the advocates for the doctrines of the He
mankind. Although clothed with the ermine, they are formation have so often been divested of their religious 
still men, and carry into the judgment seat the passions privileges, and doomed to seal with theit· blood that re
and motives common to their kind. 'rheir decisions on ligion which bore them triumphantly through the vale of 
party questions reflect their individual opinions, which death. 
frequently betray them unconsciously into error. 'l'o The short, though splendid history of this Government 
balance the judgment of a whole people by that of two or furnishes nothing that can induce us to look with a very 
three men, no matter what may be their official elevation, favorable eye to the Federal Judiciary as a safe deposi
is to exalt the creature of the Constitution above its tory of our liberties. When a law was enacted in viola
creator, and to assail the foundation of our political tion of a vital principle of the Constitution, that which 
fabric; which is, that the decision of the people is infal- was designed to secure the freedom of speech and of the 
lible, from which there is no appeal but to IIeaven.-See press, the vict.ims of its operation looked in vain to the 
Benton's .A.brid(J?nent, vol. 6, pages 660, 661. judges to arrest the progress of usurpation. If this 

Mahlon Dickerson of New-Jersey said: power could ever be exe~·cised to any good purpose, it 
' ' would be, on such occcas10ns, to declare the Jaw uncon-

But I must beg leave to differ from the honorable gen- stitutional which aims a deadly blow at the vital princi
tleman (Mr. Walker, of Georgia) when he informs us that pies of freedom; but, so far as the transactions of that 
our independent Judiciary is the bulwark of the liberties clay are detailed in our public records, it appears that 
of the people. By which he must mean, defenders of the the Judiciary was a willing instrument of Federal usur
people against the oppressions of the Government. From pation. 'l'hat law was executed in all the rigor of the 
what I witnessed in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800, I never spirit which dictated it. The turbulence of faction found 
shall, I never can, consider our Judiciary as the bulwark no moderation there; and the people found relief only 
of the liberties of the people. The people must look out in their own power. 'l'he exercise of their elective fran
for other bulwarks for their liberties.-See ib., page 101. chise removed the evil, and this is their only safe depen-

RICHARD M. JOHNSON, OF KENTUCKY. 

Mr. Johnson, who was elected Vice-President 
of the United States by the Democratic p;nty, 
represented Kentucky in the United States 
Senate in 1822. I find in Benton's Abridg
ment of the Debates of Congress, vol. 7, page 
145, an elaborate speech of Mr. Johnson upon a 
resolution offered by him, proposing an amend
ment of the Constitution. His proposition was 
to amend the Constitution by referrmg all cases 
in which a State may be a party to the final 
adjudication of the Senate. In the course of 
his remarks, he says: 

At this time there is, unfortunately, a want of confi
dence in the Federal Judiciary, in cases that involve 
political power; and this distrust my be carried to other 
cases, such as the lawyers call meivm et tuum. 

Courts also, like cities and villages, or like legislative 
bodies, will sometimes have their leaders; and it may 
happen, that a single individual will be the prime cause 
of a decision to overturn the deliberate act of a whole 
State, or of the United States; yet, we are n.dmonished 
to receive their opinions as the ancients did the re
sponses of the Delphic oracle, or the Jews, with mo1;e 
propl'iety, the communications from Heaven, delivered 
by U1°im and Tlmmmim, to the High Priest of God's 
chosen people, from the sanctum sunctorwm. Other 
causes of difference might be multiplied to a tedious ex
tent; but enough has been said to show that judges, who, 
like other men, are subject to the frailties, the passions, 
the partialities, and antipathies, incident to human na
ture, should not be exempted from responsibility on ac
count of their superior integrity, learning, and capacity; 
or that their decisions should be subject to revision by 
some competent tribunRl, responsible to the people. It 
is believed that this is the opinion of that great and good 
man who penned the Declaration of Independence, and 
who now enjoys, in the shades of l\Ionticello, the bless
ings of the principles which it contains. . . . 

It was the judgment of a court that doomed the im
mortal Socrates to drink the hemlock. '\'hen the Roman 
tyrant could no longer use a hired soldiery to immolate 
the victims of his jealousy, be resorted to courts of law. 
When Henry VIII., of England, would ex~rci~e cruel 
despotism under the forms of a free Constitut10n, the 
army, the court, and the Parliament, were. the potent 
engines that sustained him. When J\1ary, his daughter, 
compelled the Protestants to seal their testimony at the 
stake, the court gave sanction to the murderous deeds. 
Her sister and successor Elizabeth, created the Court of 
High Commission, and formally invested _it with i~quisi
torial power. She also supported the arbitrary e~cts of 
the Star Chamber. The Puritans, because obnoxious to 
the free exercise of the prerogatives of the Crown, were 
imprisoned and dispersed by process of law_, and the 
judges were the supporters of her despot_1c power. 
When she would destroy her unfortunate kinswoman, 
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dence. 
GEN. JACKSON. 

The following is an extract from Gen. Jack
son's message vetoing the bill for rechartering 
the Bank of the United States. It may be 
found on page 438 of the Senate Journal for 
the first session of the Twenty-second Congress, 
and is in these words : 

If the opinion of the Supreme Court covered the 
whole ground of this act, it ought not to control the co
ordinate authorities of this Government. 'rl1e Congress, 
the Executive, and the Court, must each for itself be 
guided by its own opinion of the Constitution. Each 
public officer, who takes an oath to support the Consti
tution, swears that he will support it as he understands 
it, and not as it is nnderstood by others. It is as much 
the duty of the House of Representatives, of the Senate, 
and of the President, to decide upon the constitutional
ity of any bill or resolution which may be presented to 
them for passage or approval, :ts it is of the supreme 
judges, when it may be brought before them for j'udicial 
decision. The opinion of the judges has no more author
ity over Congress than the opinion of Congress over the 
judges; and, on that point, the President is independ
ent of both. The authority of the Supreme Court must 
not, therefore, be permitted to control the Congress or 
the Executive when acting in their legislative capacities, 
but to have only such influence as the force of their 
reasoning may deserve. 

TIIE OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION. 

:\IR. WEBSTER'S Vrn'\\·s. 

The other side of this question was lucidly 
and ably stated by the late Daniel Webster, in a 
speech delivered before the U.S. Senate, on the 
27th of January, 1830, in the famous debate 
between Mr. W. and Mr. Hayne, of South Car
olina, on l<'oot's Resolution, as follows: 

Mr. Hayne having rejoined to Mr. 'Webster, 
especially on the constitutional question, Mr. 
Webster rose, and, in conclusion, said: 

J. few words, l\Ir. President, on this constitutional argu
ment, which the honorable gentleman Ila; labored to re
construct. 

His argument consists of two propositions and an infer
ence. His propositions are : 

1st. That the Constitution is a compact between the 
States. 

2d. That a compact between two, with authority re
served to one to interpret its terms, would be a surrender 
to that one of all power whatever. 

3d. Therefore (such is his inference,) the General Gov
ermuent does n~t possess the authority to construe its own 
powers. 



178 A POLITICAL. TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

Now, sir, w:10 does not see, witllout the aid of exposition I that they should a(Jl'M. One alo.'le could not interpret it 
or detection, the utter confusion of ideas involved in this conclusively; one alone could not construe it; one alone 
so elaborate and systematic arg•.:.meni. could not modify it. Yet the gentleman's doctrine is, that 

The Constitution, it is said, is a compact between States; Cal'Olina alone may construe and interpret that compact 
the States, then, and the States only, are parties to the I which equally binds all, and gives equal rights to all. 
compact. How comes the General Government itself a So, then, sir, even supposing the Constitution to be a 
pal'ty? Upon the honorable gentleman's hypothesis, the compact between the States, the gentleman's doctrine, nev
General Government is the result of the compact, the crea ertheless, is not maintainabie; because, first, the General 
ture of the compact, not one of the parties to it. Yet the Government is not a party to that compact., but a (JOVe1·n
argument, as the gent.leman has now stated it, makes the ment established by it, and vested by it with the powers 
Government itself one of its own creators. It makes it a of trying and deciding doubtful questions ; and secondly, 
party to that compact to which it owes its own existence. because, if the Constitution be regarded as a compact, not 

For the purpose of erecting the Constitution on the ba- one State only, bnt all the States, are parties to that com
sis of a compact, the gentleman considers the States as pact, and one can have no right to fix upon it her own pe
parties to that compact; but as soon as his compact is culiar construction. 
made, then he chooses to consider the General Govern- So much, sir, for the argument, even if the premises or 
ment, which is the offspring of that compact., not its off- the gentleman were granted, or could be proved, But, 
spring, but one of its parties ; and so being a. party, with- sir, the gentleman has failed to maintain his leading pro
out the power of judging on the terms of compact. Pray, position. He has not shown, it cannot l.Je shown, that the 
sir, in what school is such reasoning as this taught? Constitution is a compact between State Governments. 

If the whole of the gentleman's main proposition were 'rhe Constitution itself, in its very front, refutes that idea; 
conceded to him, that is to say, if I admit for the sake of it declares that it is ordained and established by tluJ peo
the argument, that the Constitution is a compact between ple of the United States. So far from saying that it is 
States, the inferences which he draws from that proposi- established by the governments of the several States, it 
tion are warranted by no just reasoning. If the Constitu- does not even say that it is established by the people of thB 
ti on be a compact between States, still that Constitution, sweral States; but it pronounces that it is established by 
or that compact, has established a government, with cer- the people of the United States, in the aggregate. The 
tain powers; and whether it be one of those powers, that gentleman says, it must mean no more than the people of 
it shall construe and interpret for itself the terms of the the several States. Doubtless, the people of the several 
compact, in doubtful cases, is a question which can only States, taken collectively, constitute the people of the 
be decided by looking to the compact, and inquiring what United States; but it is in this, their collective capacity, it 
provhiions it contains on this point. Without any inconsist- is as all the people of the United States, that they establish 
ency with natural reason, the Government even thus crea- the Constitution. So they declare ; and words cannot be 
ted might be trusted with this power of construction. 'rhe plainer than the words used. 
extent of its powers, therefore, must still be sought for in When the gentleman says the Constitution is a com-
the instrument itself. pact between the States, he uses language exactly ap-

If the Old Confederation had contained a clause, declar- plicable to the old Confederation. lie speaks as if he 
ing that Resolutions of the Congress should be the supreme were in Congress before l 7S9. Ile describes fully that 
law of the land, any State law or Constitution to the con- old state of things then existing. 'l'he Confederation was, 
trary notwithstanding, and that a Committee of Congress, in strictness, a compact; the States, as States, were par
or any other body created by it, should possess judicial ties to it. We had no other general government. But 
powers extending to all cases arising under resolutions of that was found insufficient,, and inadequate to the public 
Congress, then the power of ultimate decision would have exigencies. 'l'he people were not satisfied wi1h it, and 
been vested in Congress under the Confederation, although undertook to establish a better. 'rhey undertook to form 
that Confederation was a compact between States; and for a General Government, which should stand on a new 
this plain reason, that it would have been competent to the basis; not a confederacy, not a league, not a compact 
States, who alone were parties to the compact, to agree between States, but a Constitution; a popular govern
who should decide in cases of dispute arising on the con- ment, founded in popular election, directly responsible to 
struction of the compact. the people themselves, and divided into branches with 

For the same reason, sir, if I were now to concede to the prescribed limits of power, and prescribed dllties. They 
gentleman his principal proposition, namely, that the Con- ordained such a government, they gave it the name of 
stitution is a compact between States, the question would a Oonstit~aion, and therein established a distribution of 
still be, what provision is m<tde, in this compact, to settle power bet.\veen this, their General Government, and iheir 
points of disputed construction, or contested power, that several State governments. \Yh en they shall become dis
shall come into controversy? And this question would satisfied with this distribution, they can alter it. 'l'heir 
still be answered, and conclusively answered, by the Con- own power over their own instrument remains. But un
stitution itself. til they shall alter it, it must stand a~ their will, and is 

While the gentleman is contending against construction, equally binding on tbe General Government and on the 
he himself is setting up the mo;;t loose and dangerous con- States. 
struction. 'l'he Constitution clecl,1res, that the laws ofOon- The gentleman, sir, finclR analogy where I see none. 
(1"888 paqRed in pitrSU(tnce of t'1e Oonstitntion shall b1J He likens it to the case of a treaty, in which, the ,·e being 
the ,qiip1·e1rie lmo of the land No construction is necessary no common superior, each party must interpret for him
here. It decl<tres, also, with equal plainness and precision, self, under its own obligation of good faith. But this is 
that tlie )itdieial powe1· of the Unitecl States shall e:r- not a treaty, but a constitution of government, with 
tend to eve1·y case a1·i.sin(J 1inde1· the lcvws of Oon(Jress. powers to execut.e itself, and fulflll its duties. 
'l'his needs no construction. Here is a bw, then, which is I admit,, sir, that this government is ft government of 
declared to be supreme; and here is a power established, checks and balances; tbat is, the House ofllepresent>tt:ves 
which is to interpret that law. Now, sir, how has the gen- is a check upon the Senate, and the :Oenate is a check on 
tlernan met this? Suppose the Constitution to be a corn- the House, and the President a check on both. But I can
pact, yet here are its terms; and how does the gentleman not comprehend, or, if I do, I totally differ from him, when 
get rill of them 0 He cannot argue the seal n.tf the bond, he applies the notiun of checks and balances to the in1 .; -
nor the word out of the instrument. Here they are; what ference of different governments. Ile argues that if 1ve 
answer does he give to them? None in the world, sir, ex- tr<tnsgress our constitutional limits, each State, as a 
cept that the e!Yect of this would be to place the States in State, has a right to check us. Does he admit the con
a condition of inferiority; and that it results from the very verse of the proposition, that we have a right to check 
nature of things, there being no superior, that the parties the States? 'l'he gentleman's doct rines would give us a 
must be their own judges! 'rhus closely and cogently does strange jumble of authorities and powers, instead of 
tbe honorable gentleman reason on the words of the Con- governments of separate and defin ed powers. h is the 
stitution. 'l'he gentleman says, if there be such a power part of wisdom, I think, to avoid this; and to keep the 
of final decision in the General Government, he asks for General Government and the State Government each 
the grant of that power. Well, sir, I show him the grant. in its proper sphere, avoiding as carefully as possible 
I turn him to the very words. I show him that the laws every kind of interference. 
of Congress are made sup1·eme; and that the judicial : Finally, sir, the honorable gentleman says, that the 
power extends, by express words, to the interpretation of States will only interfere, by their power, to preserve the 
these laws. Instead of answering this, he retreats into Constitution. 'rhey will not destroy it, they will not impair 
the general reflection, that it must result from the nature it; they will only save, they will only preserve, they will 
of thin(Js, that the States, being parties, must judge for only strengthen it. Ah! sir, this is but the old sto:·y. All re
themselves. gulated governments, all free gove1·nme1Hs, have been 

I have admitted, that, if the Constitution were to be con- broken by similar disinterested and well disposed inter
sidered as· the creature of the State Governments, it might ference. It is the common pretence. But I take leai'e 
be modified, interpreted, or constrned according to their of the subject. 
pleasure. But, e1'en in that case, it would be necessary 
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GE~. Ci-\BS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 
LETTER TO A. 0. P. NICHOLSON. 

w ASHINGTON, IJec. 2±, 184T. 
DE!R Srn: I have received your letter, and shall an

swer it as frankly as it is written. 
You ask me whether I am in favor of the acquisition of 

Mexican territory, and what are my senti:nents with 
reo-ard to the Wilmot Prnviso. 

I have so often and so explicitly stated my views of 
the first question, in the Senate, that it seems almost un
necessary to repeat them here. As you request it, how
ever, I shall briefly give them. 

I think, then, that no peace should be granted to Mex
ico till a !"easonable indemnity is obtained for the inju
rie~ which she has done us. 'l'he territorial extent of 
this indemnity is, in the first instance, a subject of Execu
tive consideration. Thel'e the Constitution has placed 
it and there I am willing to leave it; not only because I 
h~ve full confidence in its judicious exercise, but because, 
in the ever-varying circumstances of a war, it would be 
indiscreet, by a public declaration, to commit the coun
try to any line of in'demnity, which might otherwise be 
enlarged, as the obstinate injustice of the euemy pro
lono-s the contest with its loss of blood and treasure. 

It appears to me, that the kind of metaphysical mag
nanimity which would reject all indemnity at the close of a 
bloody and expensive "·ar, brnught on by a direct attack 
upon our troops by the enemy, and preceded by a suc
cession of unjust acts for a series of years, is as unwor
thy of the age in which we Jive, as it is revolting to the 
common sense and practice of mankind. It would con
duce but little to our future security, or, indeed to our 
present reputatinn, to declare that we repudiate all 
expectation of compensation from the Mexicun Govern
ment, and are fighting, not for any practicul result, but 
for some vague, perhaps philanthropic object, which 
escapes my penetration, and must be defined by those 
who assume this new principle of national intercommu
nication. All wars are to be deprecated, as well by the 
statesman as by the philunthrnpist. 'l'hey are great 
evils; but there are greater evils than these, and submis
sion to injustice is among them. The nation which should 
refuse to defend its rights and its honor when assailed, 
would soon have neit,her to defenrl; and, when driven 
to war, it is not by prnfessions of disinterestedness and 
declarations of magnanimity that its rational objects can 
be best obtained, or other nations taught a lesson of for
bearance-the strongest security for permanent peace 
·we are at war with :\lexico, and its vigorous prnsecution 
is the surest means of its speedy termination, and ample 
indemnity the surest gnaranty against the recurrence of 
such injustice as provoked it. 

1'he Wilmot Proviso has been before the country some 
time. It has been repeutedly discussed in Congress and 
by the public press. I am strongly impressed with the 
opinion, that a great change has been going on in the 
public mind upon this subject, in my own as well as oth
ers; and that doubts are resolving themselves into con
victions, that the principle it involves should be kept out 
of the National Legislature, and left to the people of the 
confederacy in their re~pective local governments. 

The whole subject is a comprehensive one, and fruitful 
of important consequences. It would be ill-timed to dis
cuss it here. I shall not assume that responsible task, but 
shall con fine myself to such general views as are neces
sary to the fair exhibition of my opinion. 

We may well regret the existence of Slavery in the 
Southern States, and wish they had been saved from its 
introduction. But there· it is, not by the act of the present 
generation; and we must deal with it as a great practical 
question, involving the most momentous consequences. 
We have neither the right nor the power to touch it where 
it exists ; and if we had both, their exercise, by any means 
heretofore suggested, might lead to results which no wise 
man would willingly encounter, and which no good man 
could contemplate without anxiety. 

The theory of our Government presupposes that its va
r ious members have reserved to themselves the regulation 
of all subjects relating to what may be termed their inter
nal police. 1'hey are sovereign within their boundaries, 
except in those cases where they have surrendered to the 
General Government a portion of their rights, in order to 
give effect to the objects of the Union, whether these con
cern foreign nations or the several States themselves. Lo-

cal institutions, if I may so speak, whether they have re
ference to Slavery or to any other relations, domestic or 
public, are left to local authority, either original or deriva
tive. Congress bas no right to say there shall be Slavery 
in New-York, or that there shall be no Slavery in Georgia; 
nor is there any other human power, but the people of 
tho'Oe States, respectively, which can change the relations 
existing therein ; and they can say, if they will, we will 
have Slavery in the former, and we will abolish it in the 
latter. 

In various respects, the Territories differ from the States. 
Some of their rights are inchoate, and they do not possess 
the peculiar attributes of sovereignty. 'l'heir relation to 
the General Government is very imperfectly defined by 
the Constitution; and it will be found, upon examination, 
that in that instrument the only grant of power concern
ing them is conveyed in the phrase, "Congress shall have 
the power to dispose of and make all needful rules and re
gulations respecting the territory and other property be
longing to the United States." Certainly this phraseology 
is very loose, if it were designed to include in the grant 
the whole power of legislation over persons, as well as 
things. The expression, the "territory and other pro
perty," fairly construed, relates to the public lands, as 
such ; to arsenals, dockyards, forts, ships, and all the va.
rious kinds of property which the United ~tates may and 
must possess. 

But surely the simple authority to dispose cf and regu
late these does not extend to the unlimited power of legis
lation; to the passage of all laws, in the most general 
acceptation of the word, which, by the by, is carefully ex
cluded from the sentence. And, indeed, if this were so, it 
would render unnecessary another provision of the Con
stitution, which grants to Congress the power to legislat.e, 
with the consent of the States, respectively, over all places 
purchased for the "erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
dockyards," etc. These being the "prope1·ty" of the 
United States, if the power to make "needful rules and 
regulations concerning" them includes the general power 
of legislation, then the grant of authority to regulate" the 
territory and other property of tlle United States" is un
limiteu, wherever subjects are found for its operation, and 
its exercise needed no auxiliary provision. If, on the 
other hand, it does not include such power of legislation 
over the " other property" of the United States, then it 
does not include it over their" territo1'y ;" for the same 
terms which grnnt the one grant the other. " Territory" 
is here classed with property, and treated as such ; and 
the object was evidently to enable the General Govern
ment, as a property-holder-which, from necessity, it mUBt 
be-to manage, preserve and" dispose of" such property 
as it might possess, and which authority is essential almost 
to its being. But the lives and persons of our citizens, 
with the vast variety of object.s connected with them, can
not be controlled by an authority which is merely called 
into existence for the purpose of making r1•les and re(J'Ur 
lations for the disposition and mana(Je11nent of prQ
perty. 

Such, it appears to me, would be the construction put 
upon this provision of the Constitution, were this question 
now first presented for consideration, and not controlled 
by imperious circumstances. 'l'be origil)al ordinance of 
the Congrnss of the Confederation, passed in 1787 and 
which wus the only act upon this subject in force at the 
adoption of the Constitution, provided a complete frame 
of government for the country north of the Ohio while in 
a territorial condition, and for its eventual addiission ln 
separnte States into the Union. And the persuasion that 
this ordinance contained within itself all the necessary 
means of execution, prnbably prevented any direct refer
ence to the subject in the Constitution, further than ve.st.
ing in Congress the right to admit the States formed under 
it into the Union. However, circumstances arose, which 
required legislation, as well over the territory north of 
the Ohio, as over other territory, both within and without 
the original Union, ceded to the General Government, 
and, at various times, a more enlarged power has been 
exercised over the TeN•itories-meaning thereby the 
different Territorial Governments - than is conveyed 
by the limited grant referred to. Ilow far an existing 
necessity may have operated in producing this legls1a
tion, and thus extending, by rather a violent implica
tion, powers not directly given, I know not. But cer
tain it is that the principle of interference should not be 
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carried beyond the necessary imrlication, which produces I 5. But after all, it seems to be generally conceded that 
it. le should be limited to the creation or proper \ this restriction, if carried into effect could, not operate 
governments for new countries, acquireu or settled, and upon any State to be formed from newly-acquired teni
to the necessary provisions for their eventual a•lmission tory. The well-known attributes of Sovereignty, recog
into the Union; leaving, in the meantime, to tl1e people nized by us as belonging to the State Governments, 
inhabiting them, to regulate their internal concerns in would sweep before them any such barrier, and would 
their own way. '.l.'hey are just as cap<tble of doing so as leave the people to express and exert their will at plea.
the people of the Stat.es; and they can do so, at any rate sure. Is the object, then, of temporary exclusion 
as soon as their political independence is recognized by for so short a period as the duration of the Territorial 
E1dmission into the Union. During this temporary con di· Governments, worth the price at which it would be 
ti.on, it is hardly expedient to call int.o exercise a douht- purchased ?-worth the discord it would engender, the 
ful and invidious authority which questions the intelli- trial to which it would expose our Union, and the evils 
gence of a respectable portion of our citizens, and whose that would be the certain consequence, let the trial re
limitation, whatever it may be, will be rapidly approach- suit as it might? As to the course, which has been inti
ing its termination-an authority which would give to mated, rather than proposed, of ingrafting such a restric· 
Congress despotic power, uncontrolled by the Constitu- tion upon any treaty of acquisition, I persuade myself it 
tion, over most important sections of our common would find but little favor in any portion of this country. 
country. For, if the relation of master and servant may Such an arrangement would render J\Iexico a party, 
be regulated or annihilated by its legislation, so may the having a right to interfere in our internal institutions in 
regulation of husband and wife, of parent and child, and questions left by the Constitution to the State Govern· 
of any other condition which our institutions and the ments, and would inflict a serious blow upon our funda
babits of our society recognize. What would be thought mental principles. Few, indeed, I trust, there are among 
if Congress should undertake to prescribe the terms of us who would thus grant to a foreign power the right to 
marriage in New-York, or to regulate the authority of inquire into the constitution and conduct of the sover· 
parents over their children in Pennsylvania ? And yet eign States of this Union; and if there are any, I a,m not 
it would be as vain to seek one justifying the icter- among them, nor never shall be. '.l.'o the people of this 
ference of the national legislature in the cases referred to country, under God, now and hereafter, are its destinies 
in the original States of the Union. I speak here of the committed; and we want no foreign power to interro
inherent power of Congress, and do not touch the ques- gate us, treaty in hand, and to say, Why have you done 
tion of such contracts as may be formed with new States this, or why have you left that undone? Our own dig· 
when admitted into the confederacy. nity and the principles of national independence unite 

Of all the questions which can agitate us, those which to repel such a proposition. 
are merely sectional in their character are the most But there is another important consideration, which 
dangerous, and the most to be deprecated. The warning ought not to be lost sight of, in the investigation of this 
voice of him who from his character and services and subject. The question that presents itself is not a ques
virtue had the best right to warn us, proclaimed to his tion of the increase, but of the diffusion of Slavery. 
countrymen, in his Farewell Address-that monument of 'Vhether its sphere be stationary or progressive, its 
wisdom for him, as I hope it will be of safety for them- amount will be the same. The rejection of this restric-' 
how much we had to apprehend from measures peculiarly tion will not add one to the class of servitude, nor will 
affecting geographical sections of our country. The its adoption give freedom to a single being who is now 
grave circumstances in which we are now placed make placed therein. The same numbers will be spread over 
these words words of safety; for I am satisfied, from all greater territory; and, so far as compression, with less 
I have seen and heard here, that a successful attempt to abundance of the necessaries of life, is an evil, so far 
ingraft the principles of the Wilmot Proviso upon the le- will that evil be mitigated by transporting slaves to a. 
islation of this Government, and to apply them to new new country, and giving them a larger space to occupy. 
territory, should new territory be acquil·ed, would seri- I say this in the event of the extension of Slavery over 
ously affect our tranquillity. I do not sufie1· myself to any new acquisition. But can it go there? This may well 
foresee or foretell the consequences that would ensue; be doubted. All the descriptions wh..ich reach us of the con· 
for I trust and believe there is good sense and good feel- dition of the Californias and of New-Mexico, to the acqui
ing enough in the country to avoid tl1em, by avoiding all sition of which our efforts seem to be at present directed, 
occasions which might lead to them. unite in representing those countries as agricultural regions, 

Briefly, then, I am opposed to the exercise of any similar in their prouucts to our Middle States, and gene
jurisdiction by Congress over this matter; and I am in rally unfit for the production of the great staples which can 
favor of leaving to the people of any Territory, which alone render slave labor valuable. If we are not grossly 
may be hereafter acquired, the right to regulate it for deceived-and it is difficult to conceiye how we can be
themselves, under the general principles of the Consti- the inhabitants of those regions, whether they depend up 
tution. Because-- on their plows or their herds, cannot be slaveholders. In-

1. I do not see in the Constitution any grant of the voluntary labor, requiring the investment of large capital, 
requisite power to Congress; and I am not disposed to can oniy be profitable when employed in the production 
exLend a doubtful precedent beyond its necessity-the of a few favored articles confined by nature to special dis
establishment of Territorial Governments when needed tricts, and paying larger returns than the usual agricultu
-leaving to the inhabitants all the rights compatible 'ra! products spread over more considerable portions of the 
with the relations they bear to the confederation. earth. 

2. Because I believe this measure, if adopted, would In the able letter of Mr. Buchanan upon this subject, 
weaken, if not impair, the Union of the States ; and not long since given to the public, he presents similar con
would sow the seeds of future discord, which would sideration~ with. great force. "Neither," says the distin
grnw up and ripen into an abundant harvest of cala- guished writer, "the soil, the climate, nor the productions 
mity. of California, south of 86° 30', nor indeed of any portion 

3. Ilecause I believe a general conviction that such a of it, North or South, is adapted to slave labor; and be
proposition would succeed, would lead to an immediate side every facility would be there afforded for the slave to 
withholding of the snpplies, and thus to a dishonorable escape from his master. Such property would be entirely 
termination of the war. I think no dispassionate ob· insecure in any part of California. It is morally impos
server at the seat of Government can doubt this re· sible, therefore, that a majority of the emigrants to that 
suit. portion of the Territory south of 86° 30', which will be 

4. If, however, in this I am under a misapprehension, chiefly composed of our citizens, will ever reestablish Sia
! am under none in the practical opera1ion of this re- very within its limits. 
striction, if adopted by Congress, upon a treaty of peace, "In regard to N ew-111exico, east of the Rio Grande, the 
making any acquisition of Mexican 1'erritory. Such a question has already been settled by the admisoion of 
treaty wonld be rejected as certainly as presented to Texas into the Union. 
the i:lenate. More than one-third of that body would " Should we acquire territory beyond the Rio Grande 
vote against it, viewing such a principle as an exclu- and east of the Rocky l\Iountains, it is still more impossi-
8ion of the citizens of the slaveholding States from a ble that a majority of the people would consent to ?'eiis
participation in the benefits acquired by the treasure tablish Slavery. They are themselves a colored popula
and exertions of all, and which should be common to tion, and among them the negro does not belong socially 
all. 1 am repeating-neither advancing nor defending to a degraded race." 
these views. '.l.'hat branch of the subject does not lie in With this last remark, Mr. Walker fully coincides in his 
my way, and I shall not turn aside to seek it. Jetter written in 1844, upon the annexation of •rexas, and 

In this aspect of the matter, the people of the United which everywhere produced so favorable an impression 
States must choose between this restriction and the ex- upon the public mind, as to have conduced very materi
tension of their territorial limits. '.l.'hey cannot have ally to the accomplishment of that great measure. "Be
both; and which they will surrender must depend upon yond the Del Norte," says l\fr. Walker," Slavet·y will not 
their representatives first, and then, if these fail them, pass; not only because it is forbidden by law, but be 
upon themselves. caw:~ the colored race there preponderates in the ratio 



MR. VAN BUREN' ON' SLA. VERY IN' THE TERRITORIES. 181 

of ten to one over the whites; and holding. as they do, I or modern days In times of political excitement, when 
the government and most of the offices in their possession, I difficult and delicate questions present themselves for 
they will not pel'mit t.he enslavement cf any portion of solution, tl1el'e i; one ark of safety for us; and that is an 
the colored race, which makes and executes the laws of I honest appeal to the fundamental principles of our 
the country." Union, and a stern determination to abide their dictates. 

The question, it will be therefore seen on examination, This coul'Se ,,f proceeding has carried us in safety through 
does not regard the exclusion of Slavery from a region many a trnuble; and I trust will carry us safely through 
where it now exists, but a prohibition against its intrn- many mol'e, should many mol'e be destined to assail us. 
duction where it does not exist, and where, from the feel- The Wilmot Proviso seeks to take from its legitimate tri
ings of the inhabitants an<l the laws of nature, "it is bunal a question of domestic policy, having no relation 
morally impossible," as lllr. Buchanan says, that it can to the Union, as such, and to transfer it to another, 
ever reestablish itself. created by the people for a special purpose, and foreign 

It augurs well for the permanence of our confederation to the subject matter involved in this issue. By going 
that during more than half a century, which has elap;;ed back to our true principles, we go back to the road of 
since the establishment of this government, many serious peace and safety. Leave to the people, who will be af
questions, and some of the highest° importance, have fected by this question, to adjust it upon their own re
agitated the public mind, and more than once threaten- sponsibility, and in their own manner, and we shall 
ed the gl'avest consequ.ences ; but that they have all render another tribute to the original principles of our 
in succession passed away, leaving our institut'ons Government, and furnish anothet· guaranty of its perma
unscathed, and our country advancing in numbers, nence and prosP.erity. I am, dear sir, respectfully. your 
power, and wealth, and in all the other elements of obedient servant, LEWIS C.iSS. 
national prosperity, with a rapidity unknown in ancient A. 0. P. NICHOLSo~, Esq., Nashville, Tenn. 

MR. VAN BUREN ON SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 

'fnE following letter was addressd to the 
:N'ew York City Delegates to the Utica Free 
Soil Convention, oif 18-18, in response to a letter 
to Martin Van Buren, asking his opinion on the 
subject herein discussed : 

l LINDENWOLD, June 20, 18-!S. 

trade by the Quakers of Philarlelphia and New-York, and 
by Dr. Franklin as President of a society for the promo
tion of Abolition. 'l'hese petitions wJre in the House of 
Representatives, referred to a Committee of seven, all 
but one of whom were Northern members, whose report 
as amended in Committee of the 'Vhole, affirmed "that 
Congress have no power to intel'fere in the emancipation of 
slaves, or in the treatment of them within any of the 
States, it remaining with the several States alone to pro-

GENTLEYEN: •..•. You desire also my views in regard vide any regulation therein which humanity and true 
to the prohibition by Congress of Slavery in territories policy might require." 
where it does not now exist, and they shall be given in a 'l'he perseverance and good faith with which both 
few words, and in a manner which will not, I hope, in- branches of policy thus adopted have, until very recently, 
crease, if it does not diminish the exioting excitement in been recognized and carried out, are highly honorable to 
the public mind. the whole country. 'l'he peculiarity of the subject to be 

The illustrious founders of our Government were not converted into an element of political agitation, as well 
insensible to the apparent inconsistency between the in the slaveholding as in the non-slaveholding States, m>ty 
perpetuation of Slavery in the United States, and the have led to occasional attempts so to employ it, but these 
principles of the Revolution, as delineated in the Declara- efforts have been very successfully frustrated by the good 
tion of Independence; and they were too ingenuous in sense and good feeling of the people in every quarter of 
their dispositions to attempt to conceal the impressions the Union. A detailed account of the numerous acts of 
by which they were embarrasseJ. But they knew, also, the Federal Government, sustaining and carrying into 
that its speedy abolition in several of the States, was full effect the policy of its founde rs upon the subject of 
impossible, .and its existence in all, without fault on the Slavel'y in the St;ttes, and its ext.ension to the Territories, 
part of the present generation. '£hey were also too upright and the steps taken, in the non-slaveholding States, to 
and the fraternal feelings which had carried them through suppress or neutralize undue agitation in regard to it., 
the struggle for independence were too strong to permit would be alike insLrnctive and honorable to the actors in 
them to deal with such a matter upon any other principles them. But it will be readily perceived that this could not 
than those of liberality and justice. '£he policy they be given within the necessary limits of a communication 
adopted was to guarantee to the States in which Slavery like the present. It must therefore suffice to say that 
existed, an exclusive control over the subject within theit' from 1787, the d:ite of t.lte ordinance for the prevention of 
respective jurisdictions, but to prevent by united efT,1ns, Slavery in the Northwestern 'l'erritory, down to and in
its extension to territories of the United States in which eluding 1838, at least eleven acts of Congress have been 
it did not in fact exist. passed, organizing 'l'erritories which have since become 

On all sides the most expedient means to carry out tltate;, in all of which the Constitutional power of Con
this policy were adopted with alacrity and good feeling. gess to interdict the introduction of Slavery into the Ter
'l'hej r first step was to interdict the introduction of Slavery ritories of the United States, is either directly exercised, 
into the North1vestern Territory, now covered by the or cle:trly asserted by enactments which, as matters of 
States of Ohio, Indian:<, Illinois, Michig;tn and Wisconsin. authority, are tantamount to its exercise; and that at the 
This may justly be regarded, as being in the main, a only perio<l when the peace of the slaveholding States was 
Southern measure. '£he subject was fir;t brought forward supposed to be seriously endanget·ed by Aboli ion agita
in Congress by flfr. Jefferson. Virginia made the cession tion, there was a spontaneous uprising of the people 
<Jf territory upon which the ordinance wa~ iptended to of the North of both parties, by which agitation wa.s 
operate, anJ the Rep1·esentatives from all the slave- paralyzed, and the South reassured of our fidelity to the 
holding States gave it a unanimous support. Doubts tnwe compromises of the Constit.ution. 
arisen in the minds of some whether the ordinance of In the laws for the organization of the Territories, which 
1787 was authorized by the articles of Confederation. A now constitute the States of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
bill was introduced in the new Constitution, recof(nizing Illincis, Wisconsin and Iowa, Slavery was expressly pro
and adapting it to the new organ!zation, and it has ever hibited. 'l'he laws for the organization of the Territories 
since been treated and regarded as a valid act. This bill of llfississippi, New Orleans, Arkansas, Alabama and 
r eceived the Constitutional approbation of President Florida, containing enactments fully equivalent in regard 
·washington, whose highest and sworn duty it was to 'UP · to the extent of power in Congress over the subject of 
port the Constitution under which it was enacted. Nor Slavery in the 'l'erritories to the express exercise of it 
was the North backward in doing its part to sustain the in other cases. These acts were approved by Presidents 
policy which had been wisely adopted. They assented to ·washington, the elder Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Mourne, 
the insertion of provisions in the Constitution necessary Jackson and myself, all bound by our oaths of office to 
and sufficient to prntect that interest in the States, and withhold our respective approvals from laws which we 
they did more. believed unconstitmional. lf in the passage of these laws 

1'he trouble apprehended at the commencement of the during a period of h;tlf a century, and under the adminis
Government from this source, began to show itself as tration of ao many Presidents, there was anything like 
early as the year 1~90, in the tor111 of Petiti0ns presented sectional division~, 01· a greater or less participation in 
to Congress npon the su\lject of Slav~ry 2.1:::! the slal'e- I their enactment on tile part uf lite Reprcsc11t,\tiv~s of the 
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slaveholcling or non-slaveholding States, I am not ap- distinctly announced my opinion in favor of the power or 
prised of it. I believe the plan devised by the founders Congress to abolish Slavery in the District of Columbia, 
of the Government, including the Fathers of our Political although I was, for reasons which were then, and are still 
Church, for the treatment of this great subject, and which satisfactory to my mind, very decidedly opposed to its 
has hitherto been so faithfully sustained, and which has exercise there. The question of power is certainly as 
proven so successful in preserving the Union of these clear in respect to the Territories as it is in regard to that 
States, to be not only the wisest which the wit of man District; and as to the Territories, my opinion was also 
could have devised; but the only one consistent with the made known in a still more solemn form, by giving the 
safety and prosperity of the whole country. I do, there- Executive approval required by the Constitution to the 
fore, desire to see it continuei! so long as Slavery exists in bill for the organization of the Territorial Government of 
the United States. The extent to which I have sustained Iowa, which prohibited the introduction of Slavery into 
it in the various public stations I have occupied is known that Territory .. 
to the country. I was at the time well aware that I went 'l'he opinion from which we dissent was given in the 
further in this respect than many of my best friends could face of, and directly contrary to, the views expres,ed, in 
approve. But deeply penetrated by the conviction that forms the mo;t solemn and explicit, by all or n~arly all 
Slavery was the ouly suhject that could endanger our the non-slnveholding States, and we are not at liberty to 
blessed Union, I was determined that no effort on my suspect the sincerity of these expressions. llonest and 
part, within the pale of the Constitution, should be want- well-meaning men, a.s we know the masses of our politi
ing to sustain its compromises, as they were then under- cal friends in those States to be, are incapable of trifling 
stooc:t, and it is now a source of consolation to me that I with so grave a subject. 
pursued the course I then adopted. Our ancestors signalized the commencement of this 

The doctrine which the late Baltimore Convention has glorious Government of ours, by rescuing from subjection 
presented for the sanction of the nation, is, in substance, to Slavery a Territory which is now covered by five great 
that the laws I referred to were but so many violations of States, and peoplecl by more than four millions of freemen, 
the Constitution-that this instrument confers no power on in the full enjoyment of'e.every blessing which ini!ustry 
Congress to exclude Slavery from the Territories, as has and good institutions can confer. They dicl this when the 
so often been clone with the assent of all. This doctrine opinions and conduct. of the world in regard to the insti
is set forth in the published opinion of the highly respect- tution of Slavery were very different from what they are 
able nominee of that Convention, who, it is well known, n ow. 
received that distinction, because he avowed that opinion, '!.'hey did so before Great Britain had even commenced 
and who, it is equally certain, would not have received it those gigantic efforts for the suppression of Slavery by 
if he had not done so. It is prnposed to give this doctrine which ~he has so greatly distinguished herself. AfLer 
the most solemn sanction known to our political system. seventy-four years' enjoyment of the sacred and invalu
by the election of its declared advocate and supporter to a\Jle right of self-government, obtained for us by the valor 
the Presidency. If it receives the proposei! sanction of and discretion of our ancestors, we, their cle,cendants, 
t.he People of the United States, the result cannot be are ca.lied upon to doom, or if that is too strong a word, 
doubtful. The policy in regard to the extension of to expose to the inroad of Slavery, a tenitory capable of 
Slavery to the Territories of the united States into which sustallling an equal number of new States to be added to 
it has not yet been introduced, which has existed since our Confederacy-a territory in a great part of which 
the commencement of the Government, and the conse- Sia very has never existecl in fact, and from the re'lid ue of 
quences of which have been so salutary, must cease, and which it has been expressly abolished by the existing Gov
every act of Congress designed to carry it into effect be ernmen t. We are called upon to do this at a. period when 
defeated by the Veto of the Executive. the minds of nearly all mankind have been penetraterl by 

The Territories now owned by the Unitei! States, and a conviction of the evils of Slavery, and are united in 
every acquisition of territory that may hereafter be ma.de effons for its suppression-at a moment., too, when the spiri t 
to the United States, whether obtitined by annexation, by of F1·eedoni antl Reform is everywhere far more prevalent 
cession for a valuable consideration, or by conquest., must, than it. hos ever bern, and when our Republic stands 
a.s long as this opinion is held, and as far as the action of proucl1y forth HS the great exemplar of the world in the 
the National Legislature is concerned, be subject to the science of Free Government. 
inroads of Slavery. And this consequence is to be sub- Who can believe that a population like that which in
mitted to on the assumption that the framers of the habits the non-slaveh<>lding ~tates, probably amounting 
Constitution, with their attention directed to the subject, to twelve millions, who by their own acts, or by the fore
R.nd with a well understood desire to do so, have failed to sight of other;;, have been exempted from the evi ls of 
clothe Congress with the necessary powers to prevent it. s,a very, can at such a moment be induced, by considera
I cannot, with my vote, contribute to this sanction. I tions of itny description, to make a retrograde movement 
cannot do so, because I cannot concur in the opinion of a character so extraordinary and so painful? Suclt a 
which we are called upon to sustain. movement would, in my view of the matter-and 1 say it 

The power, the existence of which is at this late day de- with unfeigned deference to the conflicting opiniona of 
nied, is, in my opinion, fully granted to Congress by the Con- others-bring reproach upon the influence of free institu
st.itution. Its language, the circumstances under which it tions, which would delight the hearts and excite the hopes 
was adopted, the recorded explanations which accompanied of the advocates of arbitrary power throughout the 
its formation-the construction it has received from our world. . . . . 
highest judicial tribunals, and the very solemn and re- Accept, gentlemen, my warmest acknowledgments for 
peated confirmations it has derived from the measures of the obilging expressions contained in your letter, and be
the Government-leave not the shadow of a doubt in my lieve mt: to be 
mind, in regard to the authority of Congress to exercise ,, Your friend, l\1.!RTIN VAN BUREN. 
the power in question. This is not a new opinion on my 
part, nor the first occasion on which it has been avowed. To ?>fessrs. Nelson J Waterbury David Dudley Field, and 
While the candidate of my friends for the Presidency, I 1 others, X ""' i'.ork." ' 

LAND FOR THE LANDLESS . 
Action of Oong1·ess on tl1e Public Lands. 

THE Public Domain of the United States is ment there are now about one thousand million.~ 
still immense, notwithstanding the millions upon of aaes of public lands still unentered. "What 
millions of acres which have been squandered shall be done with this immense domain?" is a 
or passed over to the hands of speculators and question which has for years occupied the 
monopolists, by the action of the National Go- minds of thoughtful men, who have the best 
vernment during the past few years. It is interests of society at hea.rt. At length, the 
cstima.ted by intelligent persons, who have great question of the proper disposition of these 
given their attention to the subject, that lying la,nds has become one of party, and may be stated 
within the States and Territories of this Govern- as follows: "Sha,11 the Public Domain be open 
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to monopoly by speculators, leading inevitably J ried, the bill never would have been reached, 
to a landed aristoe(acy? or. shnJl it be reserved I and would never have been heard of afterward. 
for actual occupants in small quantities, at a The vote upon the mo~ion to refer the bill to 
nominal price, or "·ithout price?" Tli(;re would the Committee of the Whole, was as follows
be no difficulty whatever in adjusting this the Democmts in Roman, the Republicans in 
question at any time and in the right way, if Italics, and the Southern Americans in S:llALL 

the Negro question, which, in the National CAPITALS: 

Admini,;tration, absorbs 01· overrides all others, 
were not behind it. Although this is an old 
question, it had never commanded in Congress, 
the attention to which it is entitled, previous to 
the organization of the Repul>lican party; be
cause until that time both the great parties 
into which the country was divided were either 
controlled, or their action was modified, by the 
Slaveholtling in terest of the country. That 
interest, whieh is ever vigilant, understands 
that Slavery cannot well exist were small free
holds prevail, and hence it opposes, with all its 
great power, all Preemption and Homestead 
laws, knowing well that if our new States and 
Territo ries arc to l>e occupied in quarter-sec
tions, they will be occupied by working farmers, 
antl not by speculators and great planters. 

Since this question has assumed a national 
im,portance, a concise record of the proceedings 
and votes in Congress during the session of 
1858-0, and 1859-tiO, upon the dispo~ition of 
the Public Domain, will be of interest as a 
matter of record. 

On the 20th of January, 1859, (See Oo11gress
ional Gtobe, p. 49t,) a bill relatiug to preemp
tions, reported from the Committee on Public 
Land ~, was pending before the llouse. The bill 
propo ·eel to make some changes in the details 
of exisLing preemption laws, but without affect
ing the substance of the preseut system of di.,;
posing of the public lands. IL was, however, in 
parliamentary order to propose to arncnd the 
I.Jill so as to change the present system, and to 
bring tlic llouse to a direct vote upon such pro
positions. 'l'he friends of sul:h change were 
prompt to avail themselves of this advantage. 

l\Ir. Grow, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the bill by adding the following <lS an adciitional 
section: 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the pas
sage of this act, no public laud shall be exposed to sale by 
proclamation of the .!:'resident, unless the same shall ha Ye 
been surveyed, and the return of such sul'\'ey duly filed in 
the Land Office, for ten years or more before such sale. 

The force and effect of this amendment would 
be to gi\'e the preemptors ten ~- e,trs the start 
of the speculators and land 111011opolists. That 
i:; to say: with the addition of Mr. Grow's 
ame11dn1cnt to the existing hiws and rcgul:ttions 
touching the Public Lands, they would be open 
to preemption ten years before they could come 
within the grasp of the speculator, th us gi \'ing 
the poor, industrious settler ample time to 
"clear up" his farm and pay for it from the pro
ceeds of the soil. 'l'his was just what the i::louth 
and the Democracy did not_ want, as the sequel 
"·ill show. 

The opponents of the bill forthwith resorted 
to parliamentary tactics to avoid a direct issue 
upon .Jlr. Grow's proposition. 

Their first movement was a motion to refer 
the bill and amendment to the Committee of the 
·whole, familiarly and aptly sty led "the tomb of 
t!te Oapulets ." lf that reference had been car-

YEAS. 
JILi.ms.- Wood-1. 
CONNECTICUT.-Arnold, Bishop-2. 
NEW-YORK.-Burf'OU(JhS, l\laclay, Russell, Taylor-4. 
NEW-JERSEY.-\Vortendyke-1. 
PENNSYLVANIA.-Ahl, Chapman, Dewart, l\Iont~omery, 

Morris, Ritchie, White-7. 
IIIARYL..!.ND.-lLl.RRIS, RICA UD-2, 
VrnGrNIA.-Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Faulkner, Gar

nett, J\lillson, Powell-7. 
NORTH CAROLINA.-Craige, Ruffin, Scales, Winslow--4. 
SOUTH CAROLINA.-Boyce, Branch, Keitt, .ll1cQueen, 

Miles-5. 
GrnRGIA.-Crawford, Gartrell, Jackson, Seward, Ste-

phens, 'l'RIPPE, Wright-7. 
FLORIDA.-II a wkins-1. 
ALABAMA.-Curry, Houston, Moore, Sborter--4. 
lllrssrssrPPI.-Barksdale, Davis, McRae-3. 
LOUISIANA.-EoSTIS, Sandidge, Taylor-3. 
TEXAS.-Bryan, Reagan-2. 
TENNESSEE.-Atkins, Jones, llIAYNA.RD, REA.DY, Savage, 

Watkins, ZOLLICOFFER-7. 
KENTUCKY.-Burnett, Jewett, MARSHALL, Peyton, Ste

venson, Talbott, UNDERWOOD-7. 
l\l1ssouR1.-ANDERSON, Caruthers, John B. Clark, James 

Cr:tig, Phelps, WOODSON-6. 
Omo.-Burns, Cockerill, Groesbeck, Harlan, Law-

rence, },Tichols, Pendleton, Vallandigham-8. 
lNDU.NA.-Davis, English, Gregg, Hughes, Niblack-5, 
1LLIN01s.-}larsball, Morris, Shaw, Smith-4. 
1'otal , 90. 

NAYS, 
l\IAINE.-Foster, Gilman, JJforse, I. Washbwrn-4. 
NEw-llAUPSH!RE.-Ora(Jin, Tappan,-2, 
Y ER>ION1'.-.iJfol'1'ill, Royce, lValton-3. 
l\1AssACIIUSETT$.-Butfinton, Burlingame, Clwjfee, Co-

mins, Dawes, Hall, Knapp, Thayei·-S. 
HHODE bLA:SD.-Brayton, Duifee-2. 
Co:s:sECTICUT.-Clw·k, Dean-'!,, 
NEW-YORK.-Andrew8, Clari-:, John Cochrane, Dodd, 

Fenton, Gr•anoer, lfatd1, IIoarcl, Kelsey, JJiatteson, 
.Jiorgan, .Jfor~e, JI1irray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Spin-
1ie1·, Thompson-JS. 

NEw-Jrns>'Y.-Olmcson, Iluyler-2. 
Pi-:NNSYLVANL1.-('ovode, Eclie, Florence, Grow, Jones, 

Keim, Leidy, Purviance, ,Stewai·t-9. 
lllAaYL.1.ND.-Dowie, Stewart-2. 
V11<GINIA.-Goode, Hopkins-2. 
NOR'l'II C.1.nOLINA.-G1L,rnn, VANCE-2. 
ALABAMA.-Cobb, Dowdell, Stallworth-3. 
l\IISSISSIP Pl. -Si ngleton-1. 
Omo.-Birlgham, Blisw, Giddings, Hall, Leiter, 

Nott, Sherman, ,Stanton, Toiripkins, lVade-11. 
hDIAN.1..-Colfaw, Foley, Kilgore, Pettit, Wilson 

-5. 
lLL1No1s,-F(/Jrnmcorth,Kello(Jg, Lovejoy, Washlnwn6, 

--4. 
l\IISSOURJ.-Blair-1. 
M1CHJGAN.-1Ioward, Leach, 1Falbridge, Waldron 

--4. 
WISCONSIN.-Potter, Washburn-·2. 
low ..1..-01irtis, .DC/llJis-2. 
CALIFORN!A.-Scott-1. 
lllINNESOT.A.-Cavanaugh, Phelps-2. Total, 92. 

The motion to refer the bill to the Commit
tee of the Whole having thus failed, the llousc 
was brought to a direct vote upon Mr. Grow's 
amendment, which was adopted by the follow
ing votes: 

YEAS, 
l\I.1.1NE.-Foster, Gilman, Norse, Washburn, Wood 

-5. 
NEw-HHrPSITIRE.-Cragin, Pike, Tappan-3. 
VEa~IONT.-.Jiorrill, Royce, lValton-3. 
11I .. ss.1.c11us>:TTS.-Buffinton, Burlinoame, Chaffee, 

Comins, Davis, Dawes, Gooch, Hall, Knapp, Thayer 
-10. 

RHODE lsAND.-Brayton, .Duifee-2. 
Co;rnECTICUT.-Dean-1. 
NEw-YnRK.-Anrlrew&, Bennett, Burroughs, Clark, 

John Cochrane, Dodd, Fenton, G1•ange1·, Hoard, Ket-
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Morris, ~ey, J1Iatteson, .iJiorgan, .ffiorse, .iJfiwray, Olin1 I'aJ-1 ILLrNorn.-.F_arnswurth, Kel&O(J(J, Lovejoy, 
me1r, P(];rke;r, Slie1·in(];1t, Spilnn&r, Thom;pson-20. WaSJibwrne-o. 
N;:w-.JEHS~Y.-Robbins-1. WISCONSIN.-Potter, Washbwrn-2. 
P>.NNSYLVANu.-Chapman, Covode, Edie, Florence, I lowA.-O'ui·tis, Davis-2. 

Rrow, Keim, JJion·is, Phillips, Pwrviance, Ritchie, MINNESOTA.-Ca.vanaugh, Phelps-2. 
Stewart-11. MrssouRI.-BlMr-1. Total-91. 

MARYLAND.-Stewart-1. 
TENNEss•;E.-Atkins, Avery, .Jones, Savage-4. 
KENTUCKY.-J ewett, Stevenson, 'falbott-3. 
OH10-.Binghani, Bliss, Cockerill, Giddings, IIarlan, 

Hort01i, Lawrence, Leiter, Miller, Mott, Sherman, St(];n
ton, Tompkins, Wade-14. 

lNDIA1'A.-Ooij(1re, Kil(Jore, Pettit, Wilson-4. 
ILLrnor s.-Farnsuorth, Kellogg, Lovejoy, Washbw·ne 

-4. 
MICHIGAN.-Howard, Leach, Walbridge, Waldron 

-4. 
W1scoi;srn.-Billinghiirst, PottM', Washbiwn-3. 
MINN;:SOTA.-Cavanaugh, Phelps-2. 
low A. - Oiwtis, Dwvis-2. 
MISSOURr.-Btair-1. 'l'otal, 98. 

NAYS. 

CONNECTICUT.-Arnolrl-1. 
NEw-YoRK.-Russell, Seal'ing, Taylor-3. 
NEW-JERSEY.-l!uyler, Wortendyke-2. 
PENNSYLVANIA.-Ahl, Dewart, Leidy, Montgomery-4. 
DELAWAH~ -Whiteley-1. 
!IIAHYLAND -Bowie-1. 
VIRGINIA.-Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Garnett, 

Goode, Hopkins, Millson, Powell-S. 
NORTH CAROLINA.-Branch, Craige, GILMER, Ruffin, 

Scaleg, Shaw, VANCK, ·win~low-8. 
SOUTH CAROLIN.!.-Bonliam, Boyce, McQueen, Miles--4. 
GEORGIA.-Crawfol'd, Gartre1l, Jackson, Seward, 

Stephens, TRIPPE, IVright-7. 
l<'LORIDA.-Hawkins-J. 
ALABA~!A.-Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 

Shorter, 81allworth-7. 
l\I1ss1ss1PP1.-Davis, McRrte, Singleton-3, 
LOUISIANA.-EU<\'fl~, Sa1Hlidge-ll. 
'J' EXAS.-ReRgan-1. 
TE1'NESSEE.-11IAYNARD, READY, Smith, ·watkins, ZOLL!· 

COFFER-5. 
KEN1'UCKY.-Burnett, Elliott, UNDERWOOD-3. 
Omo.-Burns, Cox, Hall, Pendleton, Vallandigham-5. 
lNDIANA.-Davi,, Foley, Gregg, Uughes-4. 
lLLINOIS.-Hodges, i\lar<;hall, Shaw, Smilh-4. 
l\irssouRI.-ANDEHSON, Caruther:;, Clark, Craig, Phelps, 

WOUDSON-6. 
CALIFOHNIA.-Scott-1. Total, 81. 

Upon the adoption of Mr. Grow's amendment, 
the Republican vote, as will be seen, was unani
mously in the affirmative. Of the votes from 
the Sl'ave States, all but nine were in the nega
tive, and, as we shall presently see, there was 
only one of that number who was really in favor 
of it, this one being .Mr. Blair, Republican, of 
Missouri. 

Mr. Grow's amendment being incorporated 
into the bill, the next question was upon the 
passage of the bill, which was defeated by the 
following vote : 

YEAS. 
MAINE.-Foster, .iJiorse, Washbwrn, lVood-4. 
NEw-HaMPSHJRi,;.-Oragin, Pike, Tappan-2. 
VERM.O"ST.-JJiorrill, Royce, Walton-3. 
MaS8ACHUSETTs.-Bu.ffintow,, B1wling(];1ne Chaffee 

Uomins, D(];Vis, Dawes, Gooch, Hall Knap,,:, Tliayet/. 
-10. , 1

'' 

RHODE lSLAND.-Brayton, Durfee-2. 
CONNRCT!CUT.-Olark, Dean-'},. 
NEw-YORK.-Andrews, Bennett, Bwrroughs, Clark, 

(). B. Ooclvrane, John Cochrane, Dodd, Fenton, Gran
ger, Hatch, Hoard, Kelsey, JJiatteson, Morgan .iJiorse 
Mivrray, Olin, Palmer, Par·ker, Spinner, T!i'ompsor~ 
-2l. 

N[W-.JERSEY.-Olawson, Robbins-2. 
PENNSYLVANIA.-Covode, Dick, Edie, Grow, Keim, 

Morris, Purviance, Ritchie, Stewart-9. 
MARYLAND.-DAVIS-1. 
0HIO.-Bingham, Bliss, Cox, Giddings, Hall, IIarlan 

Horton, Letiter, Miller, Mott, Sliermmi, Stanton, 1'omp: 
kins, Wade-14. 

MICHIGAN.-Howard, Leach, Walb-idge, Waldlron 
-4. 

lNDIANA.-Ooljaw, Kilgore, Pettit, Wilson-4. 

NAYS. 
CoNNECTICUT.-Arnold-1. 
Nr:w-YORK.-Corning, Russell, Searing, Taylor-4. 
NEw-JERs~;Y.-Huyler.-1. 
Pi,;NNSYLVANIA.-Ahl, Chapman, Dewart, Florence, 

Jones, Leidy, Montgomery, Phillips, White-9. 
DELAWARE.-Whiteley-1. 
l\IARYLAND.-Bowie, RICA uo, Stewart-3. 
VrnGINIA.-Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Garnett, 

Goode, Hopkins, Millson, Powell-8. 
NORTH CAROLINA.-Craige, GILMER, Ruffin, Scales, 

Shaw, VANCE, Winslow-7. 
SOUTH CAROLINA.-Bonham, Boyce, McQueen-3. 
GEORGIA. - Crawford, Gartrel, Jackson, Stephens, 

TRIPPE, Wright-6. 
FLORIDA.-Hawkins-1. 
ALABAMA.-Cobb, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, Shorter. 

Stallworth-6. 
MrssISSIPPI.-Barksdale, Davis, McRae, Singleton-4. 
LOUISIANA.-Sandidge, Taylor-2. 
TEXAS.-Bryan, Reagan-2. 
ARKANSAS.-Greenwood-1. 
TENNESSEE.-Atkins, Avery, Jones, llIAYNARD, READY, 

Savage, Smith, Watkins, ZOLLICOFFEH-9. 
Kv:NTUCKY.-Burnett, Clay, Elliott, Jewett, MARSHALL, 

Mason, Peyton, Stevenson, 'falbott, U:sDERWOOD-10. 
Omo.-Burns, Cockerill, Grotisbeck, Pendleton, Val-

landigham-5. 
lNDIANA.-Davis, Foley, Gregg, Hughes-4. 
lLLINOIS.-i\farshall, Shaw-2. 
Mrssoom.-AND>=RSON, Caruthers, Clark, Craig, Phelps, 

WOODSON. Total-95. 

The defeat of the bill, in consequence of the 
incorporation into it of Mr. Grow's amend
ment, shows that a majority of the E;ouse was 
really opposed to that amendment, although it 
had been adopted by a vote of 98 to 8]. Cer
tain members, who did not dare to vote directly 
against the amendment, joined in killing it 
afterward, by killing the bill, of which it had 
been made a part by their own votes. 

'l'b 11s Messrs. Stewart, of Maryland, Atkins, 
Avery, Jones and Savage, of Tennessee, and 
Jewett, Stephenson, and Talbot, of Kentucky, 
who had voted for the amendment, voted after 
ward against the bill. Only one, Mr. Blair, of 
the nine Southern supporters of the amend
ment, proved true to it in the end, and no other 
Southern member came to its support in the 
final v.ote, saving only Mr. Davis, of Maryland, 
who represents the free-labor interest of the 
city of Baltimore, rather than the interest of 
the sla veholding and landed aristocracy of the 
planting States. 

Afterward, on the same day, when these 
votes upon Mr. Grow's amendment were given, 
the representatives from Minnesota, both of 
them members of the Democratic party, de
livered speeches, in which they made no secret 
of their chagrin that a measure so vital to their 
constituency encountered the nearly unanimous 
opposition of their political friends. Mr. Cava
naugh, one of the members from Minnesota 
(Globe, p. 505), said: 

With reference to the vote on this bill to-day, with an 
overwhelmin" majority of this side of the House voting 
against my c~llen.gue and myself, voting. against this bill, 
I say it frankly, I say it in so1To1v, that 1t was to the Re
publican side of the House to whom we were compe!lt:d to 
look for support of this just and honorable measure. 
Gentlemen from the South, gentlemen who have broad 
acres and wide plantations, aided here to-day by their 
votes more to make }{epublican States in the North thrrn 
by any vote which has been cast within the last two 
years. These gentlemen comt: here and ask us to support 
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the South · yet they, to a man almost, vote against the l death of the surviving parent, and in accordance with the 
free, indeJendent labor of the North and West. laws of the State in which such children for the time being 

I sir, have inherited my Democracy; have been at- have their dornicil, sell said land for the bendit of said 
t:iched to the Democratic party from my boyhood; !Jave l infants, but for no other purpose; and the purchaser 
believed in the great truths as enunciated by the" fa- shall acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and be 
thers of the faitlr " and have cherished them religiously, entitled to a pat ent from the United States. 
knowing that, by their faithful application to every I § 3. And be it further enacted, 'l'ha~ th~ register of 
department of this Government, this nation has grown the land office shall note all such applications on the 
up from struggling colonies to prosperous, powerful, and tract-books ~nd plats of his office, and keep a register of 
sov~reign States. But, sir, when I see Southern gentle· all such entries, and make a return thereof to the General 
wen <:ou1e up, as I did to·day, and refuse, by their votes, Land Office, together with the proof upon which they 
to aid my constituents, refuse to place the 11,ctual tiller of have been founded. 
th e soil, the honest, industrious laborer, beyond the grasp § 4. And be it furthe1r enacted, That all lands ac
and avarice of tile speculator, I tell you, sir, I falter and quired under the provisions of this act shall in no event 
I Jresitate. become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts con

The amendment of Mr. Grow, forbidding the 
public sales of lands for at least ten years ;i,fter 
their survey, would secure the great bulk of the 
lands to preemptors, and would give them a 
long pay-day, and thus save them from the 
enormous usury they are now compelled to pay 
to money-lenders. It would not reduce the 
revenue derived by the Treasury from the 
public lands, but would only postpone it, and 
this postponement would be far less prejudicial 
to the Government than it would be beneficial 
to the settler. The Government can borrow 
money at four and a half per cent. per annum, 
while the settler frequently pays five per cent. 
per month for the money to enter his lands, to 
prevent their sale at public auction. 

On the first of February, the question of the 
Public Lands was again before the House, the 
pen<ling bill (House bill No. 72) being a bill to 
secure llomesteads to actual settlers, and being 
in the words following: 

tracted prior to the issuing the patent therefor. 
§ 5. And be it fi.rther enacted, That if, at any time af

ter the filing the affidavit, as required in the second sec
tion of this act, and before the expiration of the five years 
aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due notice to the settler, 
to the satisfaction of the register of the land oflice, that 
the person having filed such affidavit shall have actually 
changed his or her residence, or abandoned the said entry 
for more than six months at any time, then, and in that 
event, the land so entered shall revert back to the 
Government, and be disposed of as other public lands are 
now by law, subject to an appeal to the General Land 
Office. 

§ 6. And be it further enacted, That no individual 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry under 
the provisions of this act ; antl. that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is hereby required to prepare 
aud issue such rules and regulations, consistent with tbis 
act, as shall be necessary and proper to carry its provi
sions into effect; and that the registers and receivers of 
the several land offices shall be entitled to receive the 
same compensation for any lands entered under the pro
visions of this act that they are now entitled to receive 
when the ·same quantity of land is entered with money. 
one-half to be paid by the person making the application, 
at the time so doing, and the other half on the issue of the 
certificate by the person to whom it may be issued : 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as to impair or interfere in any manner whatever with 

.A BILL TO SEC DRE HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL SET- existing preemption rights. 
TLERS ON TUE PUDLIC DO:li.AIN. 

§ 1. B e it enacted by the Senate and Douse of Re
p1·esentatives of the United States of America in Oon
(Jress asse1nbted, That any person who is the head of a 
family, or who llas arrived at the age of twenty-one 
ye•rs, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall 
have filed l11s intention to become such, as required by the 
natural ization laws of the United States, shall, fl'on1 and 
after the pa,sage of this act, be entitled to ent.er, free of 
cost., one qual'Ler-section of vacant and unappropriated 
public Janus which may, at the time the application is 
mad e, be suuject to private entry, at $1 25 per acre, or a 
quantity equal thereto, to be located in a body, in con· 
formity wiLtr the legal subd ivisions of public lands, and 
after t he same shall have been surveyed. , 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, '!'hat the person ap
plying for the benefit of this a.ct shall, upon application to 
the register of the lantl. office in which he or she is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said regis
ter that he or she is the head of a family, or is twenty-one 
yea rs or more of age, and that such application is made 
for his or her exclL1sive use and benefit, and those spe
cially ment ionecl in this act, and not either directly or 
indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or 
persons whomsoever; and upon making the affidavit as 
abov e require1l, and tiling the affi<lavit with the register, 
he or she shall thereupon be permitted t o ent.er the 
quantity of l<rnd already specified : Provided, however, 
'.l'hat no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor 
until the expiration of five years from the date of such 
entry ; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any 
time thereafter, the person making such entry, or, if he 
be dead, his widow, or , in case of her death, his heirs or 
devisee, or in case of a widow making such entry, her 
heirs or devisee, in case of her death, shall prove by 
two crei:litable witnesses that he, she, or th ey, have con
tinued to reside upon and cultivate such land, and still 
reside upon the sarne, and have not alienatetl. the same, 
or any part thereof, then , in such case, he, she, or they, if 
at that time a. citizen of the United States, shall, on i;ay
ment of ten dollars, be entitled to a patent, as in other 
cases provided by for law: And provided, further, In 
case or the death of both father and mother, leaving an in
fant child or t:hildreu under twenty-one years or age, the 
right and the fee shall inure to the benefit of said infant 
clrild or children , and the exe~utor, administrator oi· 
guardian may, at any time within two years aft.er th e 

The previous question having been ordered, 
the House was brought to a direct vote upon 
this bill, without debate. 

A motion to lay the bill on the table was Jost 
-Yeas, 77; Nays, 113; and the bill was then 
passed-Yeas, 120; Nays, 76. 

As these two votes were substantially the 
same, we only give the last one, which was 
upon the passage of the bill, and which was as 
follows: 

YE.AS. 

l\fAINE.-Abbott, Foster, Gilllnan, Moi•se, Washburn 
-5. 

NEw-HA:.rPSIIlRE.-Ora(lin, Pike, Tappan-3. 
VERMONT.-Mor1·iU, Royce, Walton-3. 
MASSACHUSEi'TS.-B u.ffinton, Burlingame, Ohajfee, 

Comins, Davis, Dawes, Gooch, HaU, Knapp, Thayer 
-10. 

R110--rn ISLAND.-Brayton, J)ivrfeer-2. 
CONNECTICUT.-Bishop, Clark, l>eiJll'lr-3. 
NEw-YoRK.-Andrews, Barr, B1wrouahs, 0. B. Coch-

rane, John Cochrane, Corning, ])odd, Fenton, Goodwin, 
Gran(J81', Haskin, Hatch, floard, Kelsey, llfaclay, Mat
teson, Mor(Jan, Morse, 1Jli~1·ray, Olin, Pal-mer, Parker, 
Pottle, Russell, Spinner, Taylor, Ward-27. 

NEw-JERSEY.-Adrian, Otawson, Robbins, Wortendyke 
-4. 

PENNSYLVANIA.-00'VOde, J)iclc, Florence, G1·ow, Hick
man,Keim, Morris, Phillips, Purviance, Reilly, Roberts, 
Stewart, Kunkel-13. 

TENNESSEE.-Jones-1. 1 
KENTUCKY.-J ewett-1 . 
Omo.-Bin(Jham, B liss, Burns, Cockerill, Cox, Gid

dings, Groesbeck, H all, Harlan, 1Io1·ton, Lawrence, 
Leiter•, Miller, P endleton, Sherman, Stanton, Tomp
kins, Vallandigham, Wader-19. 

INDIANA.-Case, Ooljaro, Davis, Foley, Gregg, Kil(Jore, 
Pettit, Wilsonr-8. 

ILLINOIS. - Fcwnsworth, Ilodges, Kellog(!, Lovejoy, 
Morris, Smith, lVashburner-7. 

!lfrcmGAN.-Howard, Leach, Walbridge, Waldronr-4. 
WiscoNsrN.-Billinghurst, Potter, Washburn-3. 
l\f!NNESOT.1..-Cavanaugh, Phelps-2. 
low A-OwrUs, Davi<r--2. 
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MISSOURI.-Craig--1. 
CALIFOHNIA.-111cKibbin, Scott-2. Total, 120. l both of them commanding the support of the 

majority of that body. 

I On the 17th day of February, Mr. Wade, of 
Ohio, (Con. Globe, page 1074,) moved to post! pone all prior orders and take up the Homestead 

NAYS. 

PENNSYLVANIA.-Leidy-1. 
DELAWAHE.-Whiteley-1. 
MARYLAND.-Bowie, DAVIS, HARRIS, Kunkel, 

Stewart-6. 
RICAUD, bill, which bad passed the House. The follow·· 

VmGINIA.-Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Faulkner, Gar
nett, Goode, Hopkins, Jen kins, Letcher, l\1illson, Smith 
-11. 

NORTH CAROLINA. - Branch, Craige, GILMER, Ruffin, 
Scales, Shaw, VANCE, 'Winslow-8. 

SO UT II CAROLINA. - Bonham, Boyce, Keitt, llfoQueen, 
111iles-5. 

GEORGIA.-Crawford, Gartrell, HILL, Jackson, Seward, 
Stephens, TRIPPE, Wright-8. 

ALABAMA. - Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth-7. 

MISSISSIPPI.-Barksdale, Lamar, McRae, Singleton-4. 
LOUISIANA.-EUSTIS-1. 
TEXAS.-Reagan-1. 
ARKANSAS.-Greenwood-1. 
TENNESSEE.-Atkins, Avery, MAYNARD, READY, Smith, 

:Watkins, \Tright, ZOLLTCOFFER-8. 
KENTUCKY.-Burnett, l\L1.HSH'1LL, Mason, Peyton,UNDER-

WOOD-5. 
Omo.-Niclwls-1. 
INDIANA.-English, Hughes, Niblack-3. 
lLLINOIS.-1\Iarshall, Shaw-2. 
111ISSOURI.-A~DEl\SON, Clark, WOODSON-3. Total, 16. 

Only three Southern members-Jones of Ten
nessee, J cwett of Kentucky, and Craig of Mis
souri-voted for the bill, thereby marking un
mistakably the sectional character of the oppo
sition to it. 

The Republican vote, with a solitary excep
tion, was given solid for the bill. Of the 
Northern members connected with the Demo
cratic party, twenty-nine voted for the bill and 
six: voted against it. Thus, of the entire Demo
cratic party in the House, a large majority was 
against the bill, but even this is less important 
than the other fact, that the Southern wing of 
the vote was almost unanimously against, it 
being this Southern wing which controls in the 
party councils, and which, when out-voted in 
the House, has other departments of the Gov
ernment, the Senate and the President, with 
which it is more powerful, and by means of 
which it has so far rarely failed to defeat mea
sures, however popular and beneficial, which it 
dislikes. 

The Homestead bill had now passed the Ilouse 
by a decisive majority, but it had yet to encoun
ter the more dangerous ordeal of the Senate, in 
which the Democratic majority was larger, and 
in which the representation of the slaveholding 
States is proportionably greater. 

No direct vote upon the measure was, in fact, 
reached in the Senate, because the Southern 
managers would not permit it. 

There are two ways of killing off obnoxious 
measures. One is, to act upon them and vote 
them down. Another is, to overslaugh them 
whenever they are proposed, by proceeding to 
consider some other business. T his latter me
thod is invariably resorted to, where a me[~sure, 
obnoxious to a majority of the Senate, is sup
posed to be ·acceptable to the people. And it 
was precisely by this method, and for that rea
son, that the Homestead bill was run over, 
shoved aside, evaded, and left unactcd upon, by 
the Senate during its late session. The regular 
appropriation bills and the bill for the purchase 
of Cuba were being pressed upon the time of 
the Senate during the last days of the session, 

ing extracts from the debate upon this motion 
will exhibit the points made: 

l\Ir. Wade.-The Homestead bill, to which I am a good 
deal attached, has, I believe, twice passed the House and 
come to this body, but somehow it has had the go-by, and 
we have never had a direct vote upon it here that I know 
of. I do not propose to discuss it for a single moment, and 
I hope none of its friends will debate it, because it has 
been pending before Congress for several years, and I pre
sume every senator is perfectly well acquainted with all 
its provisions, and has made up his mind as to the course 
he will pursue in regard to it. I have no hope that any
thing I could say would win an opponent of the bill to its 
support; and I hope every friend of the measl\re will take 
no time in debate, but will try to get a vote upon it, for I 
think it is the great measure of the session. AU I want, 
all I ask, is to have a vote upon it. 

Mr. Reid, of North Carolina.-I think it is too late in the 
session now to take up this bill to be acted upon here, at 
least until we act upon other great measures upon which 
there is more unanimity of sentiment in the country, and 
a higher sense of duty upon us to pass them during the 
few days of the session that remain. 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia.-I believe that a fortnight from 
to-day will take us to the 3d of March. Now, it is known 
that we have nearly all the important appropriation bills, 
and one that is unfinished, to take up. I hope there will 
be no effort to press this Homestead bill, so as to displace 
the appropriation bills. I must appeal to the Senate to 
consider how little of the session is now left to us, and 
whether we ought not to take up the appropriation bill and 
dispose of it. 

l\Ir. Shields, of Minnesota.-The friends of this bill de
sire nothing but a vote upon it., not to waste time in de
bate. Let us take it up, and have a fair vote upon it. 

l\Ir. Hunter-I do not conceal the fact that I am very 
much opposed to it; but I suppose whenever this bill 
comes up, it must be the subject of debate. 

Mr. Wilson, of llfassachusetts.-I appreciate the anxiety 
of the senator from Virginia to take up the appropriation 
bill; but I would suggest to that senator that he allow us 
to take up this bill, and have a vote upon it. I do not 
suppose that anybody, who is in favor of the measure, de
sires to consume the time of the Senate, at this stage of 
the session, by discussing it. It has been discussed before 
the nation. It is well understood. I believe it is sus
tained by an overwhelmning majority of the people of the 
country. 

Mr. Wade.-I have no doubt, from the business before 
us, that this is the last opportunity we shall have to act 
upon this great measure, I hope, as I said before, that 
every friend of it will stand by it until it is either triumph
ant or defeated, and that., too, in preference to any other 
business that may be urged upon us. As to the appropria
tion bills, I have not the least fear but that they will go 
through. Their gravitation carries them through. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Wade's 
motion was carried by tJie following vote, the 
Republicans being indicated by italics: 

YEAS-Messrs. Bright, Broderick, OhaniJler, Collamer, 
Dimon Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Ilale, 
Jlamli'n, Harlan, Johnson, of Tennessee, Kin(J, Pugh, 
Rice, Sewa1·d, Shields, Simmons, Smith, Stuart, 1rwm, 
bull, lVade, and Wilson-26. 

N.o.Ys-lllessrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, 
Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch Fitzpatrick, Green, 
Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Lane, lllallory, l\lason, Pearce, 
Reid, Slidell, Toombs, and Ward-23. 

Upon an examination of this vote, it will be 
seen that the Republicans voted unanimously 
in the affirmative, and that the SlavP. State Sen
ators were all in the negative, with the soli
tary exception of Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee. 
Of the Free State Democrats, Gwin, Bright, 
Pugh, Rice, Shields, Smith, and Swart, all be
ing from the new States, vcted for Mr. \Vade's 
motion. 

The llornestead bill was now up, and, so far 
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as its friends were concerned, nothing was I these five, Ur. Gwin, is only a temporary resi
asked but a vote, which would not have con- dent of a Free State. 
surned ten minutes. But a vote was precisely Of the twenty-eight votes in favor of sustain
what the Southern managers were determined j ing the bill, only three are from the South, and 
to avoid. only one of the three (Johnson of Tennessee,) 

Instantly, therefore, upon the announcement' is a Democrat. 
of the suecess of Mr. Wad e's motion, w hi eh Two days afterward, on the 19th of February, 
brought the bill before the Senate, .Mr. Hunter Mr. Wade again moved to set aside all prior 
took the floor, and moved that it be set aside, orders and take up the Homestead bill; but this 
so as to take up another bill, viz. : the Di plo- motion was negatived by the following vote : 
matic aud Consular .Appropriation bill. YEAS.-llfessrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Oollamer, 

No question of order was raised upon this DiaJon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Hale 
motion of Mr. Hunter, but it was well charac- Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of •rennessee, Jones, King, 

P ugh, Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, Trwm
terized as "child's play," to mo,-e to set aside bull, Wade, and Wilson·-24. 
a bill, instantly after a vote to take it up. NAYs.-Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 

Pending some conversational debate upon Bright, Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, 

M H , Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, llouston, 
r. unter's motion, the hour of twelve o clock Hunter, Iverson, Kennedy, l\1allory, Mason, Pearce, 

arrived, and the Vice-President decided that Polk, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Smith, '.l'oombs, Ward, and 
the Cuba bill, having been assigned for that Yulee--31. 
hour, was the subject pending before the Senate. Upon these two days, the 17th and 19th of 

Hereupon, Mr. Wade moved to postpone the February, the question was made between the 
twelve o'clock order, and continue the consi- r,onsideration of the Homestead bill and the con
deration of the Homestead bill, and this motion sideration of the appropriation bills, the neces
prevailed by the following vote: sity of passing which last bills did not fail to be 

YEAS-Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler, 
Clark, Oollamer, Dimon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee• 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Ilarntin, Ifa1°lan• 
Johnson of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Rice, Seward. Sim
mon.Y, Smith, Stuart, Trumbull, Wat.le, and Wilson 
-27. 

NA vs-;lfessrs. Allen, Bates, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, 
Clay, Clingman, Davis, :Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, 
Hamm ond, Hunter, Iversons, Johnson, of Arkansas, 
Lane, l\lallory, l\Iason, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, 
'.l'oombs, Warcl, and Yulee-26. 

On this vote, an additional Southern Senator, 
Mr. Bell, of Tennessee,. ranged himself on the 
side of Homesteads. But this was off::>et by 
the ratting back to the negative side of Mr. 
G1vin. 

'l'he Homestead bill was now again before 
the Senate, but the question, as stated by the 
Vice-President, was still upon Mr. llunter's 
motion to set it aside, and take up the Consular 
and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. 

Mr. Mason, of Virgima, threatened an " ex
tended debate" upon the Homestead bill, if its 
consideration were insisted upon. Ile declared, 
at any rate, for himself that he intended to" go 
into it pretty largely, because he had nut yet 
known a hill su frau_qht with mischief, and mis
chief of the most demoralizing kind." 

.!llr. Wade and Mr. Seward, in brief and ener
getic.: tC'rms, exhorted the friends of the bill to 
stan<l firm. 

TLe YOte was then taken upon Mr. Hunter's 
motion, and resulted as follows: 

Y>as.-1\Iessrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Brow11, Cl<ty, Clingman, Davis, !<'itch, Fitzpatrick, Green, 
Gwin, lfammond, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansa;;, 
Kenn edy , Lane, Mallory, l\1ason,Pearce, Reicl, Sebastian, 
l:ilidell, 'l'oomlJs, \V<trcl, and Yulee-28. 
N.ns.-Me~srs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler 

Olar!.:, Cotlarner, Dio:on, Doolittle, Douglas, Du1·!.:ee; 
.Fessenden, .Foot, Fuster, Hale, Hamlin, Jiarlan, 
Houston, J olrn>on of 'l'ennessee, Kin(!, Pugh, Rice, 
Seward, Siinmons, Smith, Stuart, Trumbull Wade, and 
JVUson-:t8. 

The vote being a tie, the Vice-President, Mr. 
Breckinridge, voted in the affirmative, and thus, 
afLer a long struggle, the Homestead bill was, 
for that day, overslaughed. 

Of the twenty·eight votes for overslaughing 
it. all but five are from the South, and oue of 

insisted upon by the Democratic managers. At 
a subsequent stage of the session, as will be 
presently seen, the question was made between 
considering the Homestead bill and considering 
the Cuba bill. 

Upon the 25th day of February, upon the oc
casion of a motion by Mr. Slidell to postpoue 
all prior orders and take up the bill for the pur
chase of Cuba, Mr. Doolittle resisted it, and 
called upon the friends of Homesteads to vote 
it down, so that he himself might submit a mo
tiou to take up the Homestead bill. .lfr. Doo
little said: 

I think it would be better to take up this question of 
the Homestead bill ancl vote upon it, and then the Cuba 
bill will come up. I ask the friends of the Homestead 
bill now to stand by it and give it the preference. 

The vote was then taken, and the motion to 
take up the Cuba Lill prevailed, as follows: 

YEAS-lllessrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Jt'itch, Jt'itz
patrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, llunter, Iver
son, .Jones, Lane, J\fallory, l\lason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Smith, Stuart, Toombs, 
Ward, Wright, and Yulee-35. 

NA Ys-1\lessrs. Brnderick, Oame1·on, Chandfor, Cfork, 
Oollame1', Dio:on, Doolittle, Douglas, Dm·kee, Fessen
den, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of 
Tennessee, I~ennedy, Inng, Pearce, Seward, Simmons, 
T1·umbull, Wade, and lVilson-U. 

The Cuba bili was now up, and the discussion 
upon it protracted the sessiou late into th~ 
night, and almost into the next morning. It 
was distinctly seen during the progress of this 
discussion that it would be without practical re
sult, and that no vote could be reached before 
the final adjournment of Congress. 

Accordingly, at teu o'clock in the evening, 
:\Ir. Doolittle felt it to be his dutv to renew the 
attempt to set aside the Cuba bill, the subject
matter of a manifestly idle debate, so as to take 
up the llomestead bill. Ilis motion to that effect, 
and the commencement of the debate upon it, 
will be found on page 1351 of the Gon9res
sional Glvbe. Sueh extracts are made as will 
exhibit its general character: 

!\Ir. Trumbull.-If there was any assurance that the 
Homestead bill coul<l be taken up, after the Cuba ques
tion was disposed of, I should be willing to see it have 
the go-by on the present occasion; but we have sought 
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repeatedly to bring up the Tiomestead bill, and every I of March 1860 Mr. Lovejoy from the Com• 
move~ent that has been made to brin~ it _up has been I rnittee on' Pubh~ Lands repor'ted the followin"' 
met with a counter movement, crowdmg 1t out of the . . . ' . o 
way with something else. . .· . . If the senator from l bill (previously mtroduced by Mr. Grow), which 
Virginia will give us an as·urance that we shall have a was read twice and committed to the Committee 
chance to bring up the Home,,tead bill, and keep it be- of the \Vhole ' 
fore the Senate until we can get a vote upon it, after the • 
Cuba bill is through, and t!tat he will not interpose an 
appropriation bill, I would join with gentlemen in asking 
my friend from Wisconsin to withdraw the motion he has 
made. 

Mr. Hunter.-! certainly will press the appropriation 
bills. I will give no promise to vote to take up the 
Homestead bill. 

l\Ir. Trumbull.-Tbat is as I expected. We now have 
notice that we are to be met with an appropriation bill 
the moment that the Cuba question is disposed of, and 
here we are wasting Ol!lr time at this stage of the session 
in making long speeches, and debating about the acquisi
tion of a country that does not belong to us, instead of 
providing for the settlement of the country which we own. 
There can be no hope of getting up the Homestead bill as 
against an appropriation bill. 

l\fr. Seward.-After nine hours yielding to the discussion 
of the Cuba question, it is time to come back to the great 
question of the day and the age. The Senate may as well 
meet face to face the issue which is before them. It is an 
issue presented by the competition between these two 
questions. One, the Homestead bill, is a question of 
homes, of lands for the landless freemen of the United 
States. The Cuba bill is a question of slaves for the slave
holders of the United States. 

l\Ir. Wade.-! am very glad that this question has at 
length come up. I am glad, too, that it has antagonized 
with this nigger question. (Laughter.) I have been try
ing here for nearly a month to get a straightforward vote 
upon this great measure of land for the landless. I glory 
in that measure. It is the greatest that has ever come 
before the American Senat.e, and it has now come so that 
there is no dodging it. 'rhe question will be, shall we give 
niggers to the niggerless, or lands to the landless? 

I moved some days ago to take up this subject. It was 
said then that there was an appropriation bill that stood 
in the way. The senator from Virginia had his appropri
ation bills. It was important, then, that they should be 
settled at once; there was danger that they would be 
lost, and the Government would stop in consequence ; and 
the appeal was made to gentlemen to give this bill the 
go-by for the time being, at all events, and the appeal was 
successful. The appropriation bills lie very easy now be
hind this nigger operation. (Laughter.) When you come 
to niggers fo t the niggerless, all other questions sink into 
insignificance. 

Mr. Doolittle's motion to set aside the Cuba 
bill for the purpose of taking up the llomestead 
bill, W<tS lost, l.Jy the following vote: 

YEAS-:l!essrs. Broderick, OameTon, Clark, Oh([IJ1,dlefr, 
Oollamer, Doolittle, Fessenden , Foot, Poster, Hale, 
JIG/rnlin, IIm·lan, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Se;ward, 
Simmons, Trumi/Jull, lVade, aud Wilson--19. 

NAYS-i'\Iessrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bayard, Bigler, Brown, 
Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Lane, 
Mallory, l\Iason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Shields, 
Slidell, Toombs, Ward and Wright-29. 

This was the last attempt made to get up the 
Homestead bill in the Senate. It bad first been 
overslaughed by the appropriation bills, and 
now by the Cuba bill, and no expectation 
remained of reaching it during the few remain
ing days of the session. The Republicans, who 
had endeavored to get it up in all forms and on 
all occasions without success, felt it to be their 
duty to abandon a manifestly hopeless struggle. 

From this review of the votes in the Seuate 
and House, it will be seen that the two great 
national parties, the one representing the rights 
and interests of free labor, and the other repre
senting the pretensions of Negro Slavery, have 
come to a well-defined issue upon this great 
matter of the disposition of the Public Domain. 

In the House of Representatives, on the 6th 

A BILL TO SECURE TIOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL 

SETTLERS 01' THE PUBLIC DOMAI:\. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Housa • of Re
presentati/ves of the United States of .Arner·ica in 
Congress assembled, That any person who is the hear! 
of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shtdl 
have filed his intention to become such, as required by 
the naturalization laws of the United States, shall, from 
and after the passage of this act, be entitled to enter, free 
of cost, one hundred and sixty acres of unappropriated 
public lands, upon which said person may have filed a 
preemption claim, or which may, at the time the applica· 
tion is made. be subject to preemption at oue dollar and 
twenty-five cents, or less, per acre; or eighty acres of 
such unappropriated lands, at two dollars and fifty cents 
per acre; to be located in a body, in conformity to the 
legal subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same 
shall have been surveyed. 

§ 2 . .And be it jurthe1· enacted, That the person ap
plying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to 
the register of the land office iu which he or she is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
or receiver that he or she is the head of a family, or is 
twenty-one years or more of age, and that such applica
tion is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and 
those specially mentioned in this act, and not either 
directly or indirectly for the use or benefit of any other 
person or persons whomsoever; and upon filing the 
affidavit with the register or receiver, he or she shall there
upon be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: 
Provided, however, That no certificate shall be given or 
patent issued therefor until the expiration of five years 
from the date of such entry; and if, at the expiration of 
such time, or at any time within two years thereafter, tlJe 
person making such entry-or if he be dead, bis widow ; 
or in case of her death, his heirs or devisee ; or in case of 
a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case 
of her death-shall prove by two credible \Yitnesses t!Jat 
he, she, or they have resided upon and cultivated tile 
same for the term of five years immediately succeeding 
the time of filing the affidavit aforesaid; then, in such 
case, he, she, or they, if at that time a citizen of the 
United States, shall, on payment of ten dollars, be enti
tled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by Jaw : 
And provided,fw·ther, That in case of the death of both 
father and mother, leaving an infant child, or children, 
under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee shall 
inure to the benefit of said infant child, or chilclren; and 
the executor, administrator, or guardian may, at any time 
within two years after the death of the surviving parent, 
and in accordance with the laws of the State in which 
such children for the time being have their domicil, sell 
said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no other 
purpose; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute 
title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the 
United States, on payment of the office fees and swn of 
money herein specified. 

S1tc. 3. And be it j111rther enacted, That the register 
of the land office shall note all such applications on the 
tract-books and plats of his office, and keep a register of 
all such entries, and make return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which they 
have been founded. 

S•c. 4. :And be itfiirther enacted, That all lands ac
quired under the provisions of this act shall in no event 
become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts 
contracted prior to the issuing of the patent therefor .. 

SEC. 5. And be it fwrther enacted, 'l'hat if, at any 
time after the filing of the affidavit, as required in the 
second section of this act, and before the expiration of 
the five years aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due no
tice to the settler, to the satisfaction of the register of the 
land office, that the person having filed such affidavit 
shall have actually changed his or her residence, or 
abandoned the said entry for more than six months at 
any time, then, and in that event, the land so entered 
shall revert to the government. 

Sm 6. And be itfii1·ther enacted, That no individnai 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry under 
the provisions of this act; and that the Commissioner ot' 
the General Land Office is hereby required to prepare 
and issue such rnles and regulations, consistent with this 
act, as shall be necessary and proper to carry its provi· 
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sions into effect; and that the registers and receivers of I NEw-JERSEY.-A d r a in, Riggs, Stratton-3. 
the several land. offices shall be entitled to receive the PEN.NSYLVaNia.-Babbitt, Campbell, Covode, Florence, 
si:~e compe1:s<tt1on for any lands entered undet· the pro-, Grow, lfale, Hall, ll i ck man, Junkin, Killenger, Mc
v1s1ons of this act 1hat they are now entitled to receive Knight, McPherson Millward E. Joy Morris, Schwartz 
when the same quantity of land is entered with money, Scranton, Verree-lr. ' 
one-half to be paid by the pel'son making the application Oaw.-Ashley, Bingham, Blake, Carey, Corwin, Cox, 
at the ti.me of so doing, and the other half on the issue of Edgerton, Gurley, Hel111ick, Iloward, Hutchine, Chai·les 
the certificate, by the person to whom it may be issued: D . .iJiartin, Pendleton, Shel'man, Stanton, 'l'ompkins, 
Provided, That nothing contained in this act shall be so 'l'rimble, Vallandigham,-18. 
constru.ed as ~o _impair ()r int_erfer~ in any manner what- ~lrcmGAN --Cooper, J<'rancis W. Kellogg, De Witt C. 
e,·er with ex1stlllg preemption nghts: And provided, Leach, Waldron-4. 
f1•rthe1', 'l'hat all persons who may have filed their ap- I1>DiaN.A..-Case, Colfax John G. Davis, Dunn, 
plications for a preemption right prior to the passage English, Ilolilnan, Kilgore'. Niblack, Porter, Wilson-10, 
of this act shall be entitled to all privileges of this act. lLLINOIS.-Fouke, Wm. Kellogg, Logan, Lovejoy, JJic-

Subsequently, a motion was made by Mr. Love- Cle'.·nand, James 0. Robinson, E. B. Washburne-7 
· "d l . . \\ rncoNSIN.-Lar1·al!ee, Potter, C. C. Washburn~'3. 
JOJ, to recons1 er t le vote by w!nch the bill Iow.A..-Curtis, Vandever-2. 
had been referred to the Committee of the ll1INNEso1·A.-Alclrich, \Yindom-2. 
·whole. On Monday, March 12, Mr. Lovejoy CALIFORNI.A..-Burch, Scott-2. 

11 d , tl. t" d d ti . OREGOX.-Stout-1. 
c~ e up 1:s mo 10n, _an _un er 1e operation Missoum.-Jwmes Ci·aig-1. Total, 115. 
of the prev10us question, 1t was agreed to, 106 All from the Free States except J arnes Craig, of 
to 67, as follows : Mis"ouri 

YEas.-1\Iessrs. Ad rain, Aldrich, Ashley, Ba.bbitt, " · 
Bingham, Blake, Buffin ton, Burlingame. Campbell, Carey, 
Carter, Case, John Cochrflne, Colfax, Conkling, Oodper, 
Corwin, CoYode, Coro, Jamies Craig, Curtis, John G, 
Davis, Dawes, Del:i.no, Duell, Dun11, Edgerton, Elliot, 
Fenton, Ferl'y, Florence, Foster, Fouke, Frank, J<'reoch, 

,G ooch, Graham, G!'Ow, Gurley, l:l ale, Hall, Haskin, 
Hulmick, Hoard, IIolnur.n, IlowC11rd, Hutchins, Junkin, 
b'l'1nci,; W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, 
Lrll'rube_e, De Witt C. Leach, Lee, Logan, Loomis, Love
j"·'" ,1£aclwy, Marston, Charles D. JJia1·tin, JJicUlernand, 
1llcKean, McKnighi, l\lillward, l\Ioorhead, l\Iorrill, 
Edward Joy l\lorris, l\lorse, Olin, Pendleton, Perry, Por
ter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Riggs, Christophe•: Robinson, 
Jume8 0. Robinson, Royce, Schwart '!;~cott, Scran
ton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, Stout, 
t-!tratt0n, 1'appan, 'l'hayer, Tompkins, 1'rain, Trimble, 
JT,r/iandi(Jharn, Yandever, Verree, \Valdron, ·walton, Cad
walader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. \Vashburne,Israel Wash
lrnrn, Wells, Windom, and Woodrutf-106. 

NAYS·- \I essr,;. GREEN AD.A.MS. Thornas L. Anderson, 
\YI LL!.A.)f C. ANDER~ON. Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bon
hrlln, BRAJJSON, Branch, BRISTOW, B_urch, Bu1°nett, Clop
ton, Cobb, C1ir1'y, Reuben Dcivis, De Jm·nette Erl-
11iundson, English, ETU•RlDGE, Ocirnett, Gartretl,'GIL
M•:R, Ilardenian, J. l\foRRI~ON HAHR•s, HATTON HILL 
lfindinmi, I-Iouston, II1ighe8, Jackson, .Tenkins 'Jones' 
Keitt, Lania1·, Landrwn, Leake, Love, l\1.• I.LORY: E'tbe?·t 
S. JJiartin, l\Ia YNARD, iJfd211een, l!l<JRcie, lJiiles, Millson, 
JJiontgomery, NELSON, Ni/Jlack, Noell, Peyton, Pryo1", 
Pu(Jh, Reagan, Ritjfin, Sickle8, Sirnins, Singleton, 
Tf!illiain Smith, W 1 LL IA M N. IL S '1ITH, Stevenson, t>TOKES, 
uarlerwoocl, VaNCE, WEBSTER, lVhiteley, lVoodson, and 
lV;·ight-67. 

ltepublicaus in Rom;rn; Demncrnts in Italics ; Ameri
cans in l>MaLL CAPS; Anti-Lecompton Democrats in 
Roman s p ace cl. 

So the motion was reconsidered, and the bill 
was before the House. Mr. Lovejoy rnoYed that 
the bill be engrossed and read a third time. Mr. 
Branch (if. U.) moved to lay the bill on the 
t;tbl e. Lost, 6:! to 112, the yeas being all from 
the South,except }fr. Montgomery, Democrat, of 
Pennsylvania, and the nays all from the North, 
except Mr. James Craig, Democrat, of Missouri. 

So the House refused to la v the bill 011 the 
table; and it was read a thir<l-time aud passed. 

'fhe vote was as follows-The Republicans in 
Roman, the Administration Democrats in Italics, 
the Americans iu SMALL CAPS, and the Anti
Lecomptou Democrats in Roman space d : 

YEAS. 
lllAINE.-Foster, French, Morse, Perry, Somes, Israel 

Waohburn-6 
Nsw-HAMPSBIRE.-1\farston, Tappan-2. 
V&RMONT.-i\Iorrill, Royce, Walton--3. 
MaSSaCIIUSETTS.-Buffinton, Dawes, Delano, Elliot, 

Gooch, Rice, 'fhayer, 'frain-8. 
CONNECTICUT.-Burnham, Fel'ry, Loomis, Woodrutf-4. 
RHODE-ISLaND.-Christopher Robinson-1. 
NEw-YonK.-Barr, BH!GGS, Carter, .John Cochrane, 

Conkling, Duell, Fenton, ~'rank, Graham, Haskin, 
Hoard, Humphrey, Lee, ]Jfaclay, lllcKean, Olin, Pottle, 
Sickles, Spinner, Van Wyck, Wells-21. 

NAYS. 
PENNSYLV .A. VI.A..-.iJiontgomery-1. 
DEu w ARE.- Whiteley-1. 
111ARYLaNn.-H. WINTER DAVIS, J. 1\1. HaRRIS, Hughes, 

\VEBSTER-4. 
VrnGINI.A..-Bocock, De Jw·nttte, E'd1nwndson, Gar

nett, Jenkins, Leci/ce, Etbert 8. .Jlltrtin, Wilson, 
P1·y&r, lVilUarnSmit11r-lO. 

.NoRTII 0.A.HOLINa.-Bl'anch, Giurna, Ruffin, WILLIAM 
N. H. SMITII, VANCE-5. 
SouTrr CAROLINA.-Bonham, Keith, 11IcQueen, JJiiles-2. 
GEORGIA.-Gartretl, HaRDE!IHN, HrLL, Jackson, Jones, 

Love, UndeTwood-1. 
ALABAMa.-Olopton, Cobb, Czin·y, Houston, Swyden

hami JJioore, Pu(lh-6. 
l\IrssrssrPPI-Bark .. dale, Reiiben Da,vis, Lama1·, 11Il'r 

Rea, Singlet~'5. 
LOUISIAN.A..-Lanclriim-1. 
ARK.A.NSAS.-Ilindman-1. 
TExas.-Ilamilton, R.eagan-2. 
l\Irssounr.-1Yiomas L. .Ande1·wn, -"Voell, Woodson-8 
TENNESSEE.-.Avery, ETIIEBIDGE, lln'TON, lllA l'N AHD, 

N>LSON, STOKES, Wright-7. 
K~;NTUCKY.-GREEN, ADAM~, WrLLIAll C. ANDEHSON, 

BntsTow, Btirnett, llIALLoRY, Peyton, Simms, Steven
son-8. 'rota!, 65. 

All from Slave States except :Montgomery, 
Dem., of Pennsylvania. 

This bill was sent to the Senate, where it was 
referred to the Corn mi ttee on Public Lands, 
and on the 17th of April, Mr. Johnson, of Ten
nessee, the Chairman of that Committee, re
ported a substitute for the House bill, granting 
Homesteads to actual settlers, at 25 cents per 
acre, but not including preemptors then occu
pying the Public Land:;. When this bill came 
before the Senate for action, Mr. Wade, of 
Ohio, move<l to amend, by substituting the 
House bill, which was lost, 26 to ~l, as follows: 

YEAs-1\Iessrs. Anthony, Ilingham, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, King, Rice, Se
ward, Simmons, Sumner, 'fen J<jyck, Toombs, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson-26. 

Navs-1\Iessrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis. :Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson, of Arkansas, Johnson, of Tennessee, T,ane, 
Latham, l\Iason, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Sauls
bury, Sebastian, Slidell, Wigfall, and Yulee-31. 

Yeas, all Republicans except three, Douglas, 
Rice, and Toombs. Nays, n.11 Democrats. 

The Senate finally, on the 10th May, passed 
Mr. Johnson's bill, 44 to 8, the Nays being 
Messrs. Bragg, Clingman, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Mason, Pearce, Powell and 'l'oombs. The House 
refused to concur; the Senate r efused to rece<le, 
and the result was a protracted conference on 
the part of Committees of the two Ilousts, 
which committees finally came to an agreement, 
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on the 19th June by the House accepting the \pose all public lands to sale with~n two years after they 
<.: • • '. . shall have been surveyed, winch we held would be 
-enate bill with slight amendments. On that peculiarly oppressive upon the pioneers who had gone 
day ~Ir. Schuyler Colfax reported to the Ifouse I to the frontier to settle upon the public lands, and to 
as follows: which we could never h.ave cons~n : ed. Now, l\Ir. . , . . . I Speaker, I desire to state, 111 conclusion, that. the com-

l\lr. Colfax.-! nse ~·O a question of pnv1lege. ~am m- promise we have made upon the subject is not If'. accord
?tructed by the Committee of Conference on the disagree- I ance with what I should .desire to have ~a~sed, 1f I had 
rng votes of the two Houses ?n the Homestead .bill, to the power to frame the bill myself; but 1t is the very ut
report that, after twelve meetmgs. of the three .different I most we could obtain from the Senate, as now consti
Conferences that have been appomted, they this morn- tuted. The Senators who served with us on the Confe
ing finally agreed. I hold in Il'.Y hand the report of .the rence have been notified by me, and also by my colleague 
9omm1ttee, whic~ citn be read if any gentleman desires (Jllr. Windom, of l\linnesota,) that. we regard this as but 
it. ll~L pe: haps ~t would rend~r the repo.rt clea!·er and a single step in advance towa~d a law which we shall de· 
more 111Lelhgible 1£ I should bnefly state its leadrng fea- mand from the American Congress, enact.ing a compre
tut es. The t\eniite bill all the members of the House are hensi ve and liberal Homestead po!i<:;y. Ttiis we have 
familiar with. 'l'he Conferees upon the part ~f the House agreed to as merely an ([//)a;nt cou1•rier. We shall de
findmg, after the most earnest efforts, that it would be mand it at the next session of Congress and until it is 
utterly impossible for them to induce t~e Senate to agree granted; until all the public lands shall be open to all 
to the House ~111, ha~e been. discussrng what .changes the people of the United States; and I state this publicly, 
could be made rn the Senate b1!1, so as to render it accep· that no one shall regard us as estopped hereafter, be
table enough for the House to accept, rather than the cause we accepted this half-way measure rather than to 
whole should fail. They have finally agreed upon a report allow the whole to fail. I should have added that all 
as follows: In the first p~ace, I will say that.the bill, as it persons, whether citizens or those who have only declared 
passed the Senate, prov1.ded that. the preemptors noiy Lheir intentions, are allowed to go on the lands under 
upon the pubhc lands m.ight remam there t.'."o years be- , this bill; but are required to perfect their naturalization 
fore they should be requll'ed to purchase their lands, but before the five years expire, and the patent issues. I now 
should then. pay for the1:1 at the ra~e ?f $1 25 per. acre, demand the previous question on concurring on the re
thus removmg them entirely from withrn the purview of port of the Committee and passing the i.Jiil as thus 
the benefits which would apply to the settlers hereafter amended. ' 
upon the public lands. '~'his po~nt th~ House Conferees i\lr. :Farnsworth.-! desire to ask the gentleman from 
refused to accede to, and if persisted 111, we should have Indiana whether this bill confines its benefits to those 
again reported a disagreement. Finally, however, a 'who are heads of families. 
comprnmise was arranged on this point, and to protect l\fr. Colfax.-It does, because we failed, despite our 
the preempt?rs no1_v on the Government land, which was utmost efforts, in procuring its extension to all; but we 
t~ be advertised this fall for sale, we changed the Senate shall appeal to the young men to demand of those who 
bill so as to protect them for at least two year~ from land make and who execute the laws, that the system in
sales, and to allow them then to secnre t1:eir homes at augurated by this bill, shall be widened so as to ad:nit 
one, /Lu.if the Government pnce, namely sixty-two and them to its benefits and I will join them in this demand. 
a-half ceuts per acre. ~need scarcely add, that, if the i\Ir. Grow.-1 jus't desire to say that we have taken this 
Senat~ could have been mduced to give .t~em the benefit bill, not because it is what we want, but on Lhe principle 
of their twenty-five-cent-per-acre prov1s10n, we should thaL "hailf a loaf is better than no bread." 
have insisted on it inflexibly; but what I have stated is r" f 1. C 
the very lowest point that could be obtained. The second .1 tJe House agreed to the Report o tue om-
change we lrn.ve made in the Senate bill is in relation to mntee, 115 to 51, as follows: 
the scope of land coming under the operations of the 
law. 'l'he House bill embraced all the Government land, 
offered or unofferecl, except such · as was specially r0-
served. 'l'he t:>enate bill confined its pre visions to land 
subject to private entry, exclusively. As I have explain
ed on a former occasion, the expression "subject to pri
vate entry" means such as are left after the lands have 
been once regularly brought into market, exposed to 
public sale, and the speculators have taken such as they 
see tit to purchase. '.£he dilference between t.hese two 
bills seemed so radical as to be incapable of adjustment.; 
and the scope of farming land covered by the t:>enate bill 
was so limited, there beiug bnt little, if any, in l\linnesota 
Kansas,.Nebraska, California, Oregon, and Washington: 
that the !louse conferees declined to a<:;cept it. But on 
this, too, we finally effected a compromise. lly our re
port, all the land subject to private entry is included, 
and, in addition, all the odd-numbered sections of the 
surveyed public lands, which have not been opened to 
public sale-a most maLerial and beneficent enlargement 
of the Senate bill. We were offered, after this agreement, 
whichever half of the unolfered lands we chose, and we 
took the odd-numbered sections. The reason for this 
was, that tl1e 16th section of a township, being reserved 
for school purposes by our land laws, the four adjoining 
sections to it, on the north, west, east, aad south, are sec
tions 9, 15, 17, and 21, all odd-numbered sections, which 
are thus saved for homestead settlers, who have reserved 
for them IS out of the 35 disposable sections in each town
ship of six miles square. 

On all Lhese lands, actual settlers, who are heads of 
families, are allowed, after having occupied the land for 
five years, to purchase at 25 cents per acre, which is 
about the average cost price of the public lands to the 
U-overnment. We struggled, of course, to include all 
young men over 21 who are not heads of families, and to 
adopt Lhe Free Homestead principle of the House bill; 
but on Lhese points the Senate was inflexible, and we 
took what we did because it was the very best we could 
get. '.£he Senate bill originally provided that the Home
stead settler might acquire title to his land at any time 
by paying full Government prices ; but desiring to pro
mote actual settlement, we now provide tlrnt he cannot 
do this till afLer he has been on the land six months. 
When he stays, or his family if he deceases, the full five 
yearn lie obLains it at 25 cents per acre. The Senate 
have also agreed to strike out the eighth section of theit· 
bill, which made it imperative upon the President to ex· 

Y>:As.-Messrs. Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Bingham, Francis 
P. Blair, Samuel 8. ll!air, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, lluflin
ton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield. Campbell, 
Carny, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Cor
win, Covode, Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Elliot, Ely, llerry, Flo
rence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gur
ley, Uale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, Hoard, Wm. Howard, 
Humphrey, liutchins, Junkin, l<'rancis W. Kellogg, \Ym. 
Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Long
necker, Loomis, Maclay, .Marston, McKean, i\Iclinight, 
l\IcPherson, l\lillward, Jlloorhead, l\Iorrill, .1£dward Joy 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, PettiL, Phelps, Porter, Potter, 
Rice, Riggs, Christ.opher Robinson, l{oyce, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, \\ 'illiarn 
Stewart, Stout, Tappan, 'l'aylor, 'l'hayer, Theaker, 'l'omp 
kins, 'l'rain, 'J'rimble, Vandever, Van IY.rck, Verree, 
Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Wash
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Windom, and. Woodrnff 
-115. 

N,i,Ys-1\Iessrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, llarksdale, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, 
Brabson, Branch, Burnett, Clopton, Burton Craige, Craw
ford, Curry, De Jarnette, ll-ilmer, Hardeman, J. l\Iorri· 
son flarris, John 'l'. Uarris, llatton, Houston, Jenkins, 
Jones, Keitt, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Love, 
Mallory, l\Iaynard, 111cQueen, Miles, Jllillson, Sydenham 
l\Ioore, Nelson, Peyton, Quarles, Reagan, Rulfiu, Wil
liam Smith, William N. H. SmiLh, SLevenson, 8tokes, 
'l'homas, Underwood, Vance, Webster, Winslow, Wood
son, and Wright-51. 

The nays are all from the Slave States. 
The Senate agreed to the report of the Con

ference Committee, 36 to 2-Messrs. Bragg and 
Pearce. 

The following is the bill as it was finally 
reported by the Cotlference Committee and 
passed both Houses: 
.AN .ACT to secure Homesteads to actual settlers on 

the Public Domain, and for otlu;r purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and 1Iou1Se of Repre,.~e,n

tives of the Unite,d States of Ame1·ica in Oonoress 
assembled, That any person who is the head of a family, 
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and a citizen of the United States, shall, from and after shall be permitted to enter more than one quarter-see
the passage of this act, be entitled to enter one quarter- tion or fractional quarter-section, and that in a compact 
section of vacant and unappl'Opl'iated public lands, or body; but entries may be l'llade at different times, under 
any less quantity, to be located in a body, in confol'mity the provisions of this act; and that the Secretary of the 
with the legal subdivisions of the public liinds, afcer the Interior is hereby requil'ed to prepare and issue, from 
same shall have been surveyed, upon the following con- time to time, such rules and regulations, consistent with 
ditions: tlrnt the person applying for the benefit of this this act, as shall be necessaTy and proper to carry it.s 
act shall, upon application to the register of the land-office provisions into effect; and that the registers and re
in which he or she is about. to make such entry, make ceivers of the severnl land offices shall be entitled to 
allidavit before the said register or receiver of said land· receive, upon the filing of tl1e first affidavit, the sum of 
oiliGe that lie or she is the head of a family, and is actually 50 cents each and a like sum upon the issuing of the 
settled un the q1rnrter-section, or other subdivision not final certificatt', But this shall not be construed to en
txceeding a quarter-section, proposed to be entered, and large the maxitLum of compensation now prescribed by 
that such application is maJe for his or her use and law for any register or receiver: P1·0'1Jided, 'l'hat no
b~nefit, or for the use and benefit of those specially thing in this act shall be so construed as to impair the 
mentioned in this section, and not eithe1· directly or existing preemption, donation, or graduation laws, or to 
indirectly for the use or beneft.; of any other person or embrace lands which have been reserved to be solrt or 
per,ons whomsoever, and that he or she has never at any entered at the pdce of $2 50 per acre; biit no entry, 
previous time, tad the benefit of this act; apd upon under said (Jraduation act, shall be allowed wr;til 
making the affidavit as above r equired, and filing the after proof of act·ual settlement and cultivation 01· oc
same with the regi3ter, he or she shall thereupon be per- cupancy for at least three months, as provided for in 
mitted to en1er the quantity of land already specifie1!: Sec. 3 of the said act. 
Provided, howemer, 'l'hat no final certificate shall be § 7 . .And be it f1irther enacted, That each actual set
given, or patent issued therefor, until the expiration of tier upon lands of the United States, which have not been 
five years from tlte date of such entry; and if, at the ex- offered at public sale, upon filing his declaration or claim, 
piration of such time, the person making such entry, or, as now required by law, shall be entitled to two years 
if he be dead, his widow, or, in case of her death, his from the commencement of his occupation or settlement; 
child or chilclren, or in case of a widow making such or, if the lands have not been surveyed, two years from 
ent.ry, lier child or children, in case of her deatn, shall the receipt of the approved plat of such lands at the Dis
prnve, by two credible witnesses, that he, she, 01· they- trict Land Office, within which to complete the proofs of 
that is to say, some member or members of the same his said claim, and to enter and pay for the land so 
family-has or have erected a dwelling-house upon said claimed, at minimum price of such lands; and where such 
land, and continued to reside upon and cultivate the settlements have already been made in good faith, the 
~<ime for the term of five years, and still r eside upon t.he claimant shall be entitled to the said period of two years 
same (and that neither the said land or any part thereof from and after the date of this act; Provided, 'l'hat no 
has been aiienated); then, in such case, he, sh,., or they, claim of preemption shall be allowed for more than 160 
upon the payment of 2/i cents per acre for the quantity acres, or one-quarter section of land, nor shall any such 
entered, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases claim be admitted under the provisions of this act, unless 
provided by law: And provided further, In case of the there shall have been at least three months of actual and 
death of both father a11d mother, leaving a minor child or continuous residence upon and cultivation of the land so 
children, the right and the fee shall in me to the benefit claimed from the date of settlement, and proof thereof 
of said minor child or children, and the guardian shall be made according to law; Provided further, That any 
authorized to perfect the entry fot• the beneficiaries, as if claimant under the preemption laws may take less than 
there had been a continued residence of the settler for 160 acres by legal subdivisions; Provided jurther, 'l'h'1t 
five years. Provided, That nothing in this section shall all persons who are prei!mptors, on the date of this act, 
be so construed as to embrace or in any way include any shall, iipon the payment to the proper aut./l.oi'ity of G2t 
quarter-section ot· fractional quarter-section of land upon cents pe1' ac•·e, if paid within two yearsji'oin the pas
wtlich any preemption right has been acqL1ired prior to the sa(Je of this act, be entitled to a patent from the Govern
passage of this act. .And provided further, '1'11at all en- ment, as now provided by the existing preemption laws. 
tries made under t.he provisions of this section, upon lands § 8 . .And be it further enacted, That the 5th section 
1vhichhavenot ~eeno.fferedfor public sale, shall be con- of the act entitled" An act in addition to an act more 
fi1ied to and upon sections desi(Jnated by odd 11,umbe1·s. elfectnally to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That the r egister of the against the United States, and for other purposes," ap
Land Office shall note all such ar,plications on the tract proved the 3d of l\Iarch, in the year 1857, shall extend to 
books and plats of his office, and keep a register of all all oaths, affirmations, and ailidavits required or author
such entries, and make return thereof to the General ized by this act. 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which they § 9. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
have been founded. act shall be so construed as to prevent any person who 

§ 3 . .And ue it further enacted, That no land acquired I has availed him or herself of the benefit of the first section 
under the provisions of this act shall in .any event, be- of this act from paying the minimum price, or the price 
come liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts until to which the same may have graduated, for the quantity 
after the issuing of the patent therefor. of land so entered at any time after an actual settlement 

§ 4. And be itfnrther &nacted, '.l'hat if, at. any time of six months and before the expiration of the five years, 
after filing the affidavit, as required in the first section and obtaining a patent therefor from the Go\•errnnent, as 
of this act, and before the expiration of the five years in other cases provided by law. 
afore:,aid, it shall be proved, after due notice to the set- §JO. And be it fu1•thei' enacted, That all lands lying 
t.ler, to the satisfaction of the register of the Land Office, within the limits of a State which have been subj ect to 
that the person having filed such affidavit shall have sale at private entry, and which remain unsold after the 
sworn falsely in any particulal', or shall have voluntarily lapse of thirty years, shall be, and the same are hereby, 
abandoned the possession and cultivation of the said ceded to the State in which the same may be situated; 
LLnd for more than six months at any time, or sold his Provided, These cessions shall in no way invalidate any 
right under the entry, then, and in either of those inceptive preemption right or location, or any entry under 
events, the register shall cancel the entry, and the land so thlli act, nor any sale or sales which may be made by the 
entered >h«ll revert to the Government, and be disposed United States before the lands hereby ceded shall be cer
of as other publ;c lands are now by law, sub_jecL to an tified to the State, as they are hereby r equired to be, '.mder 
appeal to the Secre ;iry of the Intenor. And m no case such regulations as may be prescribed by :he Secretary 
sh'11l any land, the entry whereof shall have been cr.n- of the Interior. .And providedjurther, 'l'hat no cessions 
celled, again be subject. to occupation, or entry, or pur- shall take ,!feet until after the States, by legislative act, 
chase until the same shall have been reponed to the shall have assented to the same. . 
Genet'.al Land Office, and, by the directio n of the Pres i
dent of the Un:ted Sta Les, again advertised and ofl:'ered 
at public sale. 

§ 5. Anet ue itf1i;•the1· enacted, That if any person, 
now or hereafter a resident of any one of the States or 
'l'e1·ritorie; and 'no t a citizen of tlle lJnited 8tates, but 
who at the'time of making such application for the bene
fit of ti1is act shu.U h111'Jjited 1i declaration of i11ten
tion, as req~ired by the rrnturnlization !3:ws of the 
United ~tates and shall have bacome a c1t1zen of the 
same befol'e tl;e issuing of the patent as provided for in 
this act, such p~rson shall be entitled to <di the r ights 
conferred lly tlus act. 

§ 6. And be it f1brthei· enacted, That no individual 

On the 23d, the President returned tha bill to 
the Senate wiLh his veto, as followi; : 

THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 

To the Senate nf the United States. 
I return, with my objections, to the Senate, in which 

it or:ginated, the bill entitl~;! 'An act to secure Home
steads to actual settlers on the public domain and for 
other pu;·poses," presented to me on the 20th instant. 



192 .A POLITIC.AL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

This bill gives to every citizen of the United States, 1 carefully limited, but without any limitation in respect 
"who is the head of a family," and to every person of i to the public lands. 
foreign birth residing_in tbe country, who bas declared I But I cannot so read the words "disposed of" as to 
his intention to become a citizen, though he may not te make them embrace the idea of "giving away." The 
the head of a family, the privilege of appropriating to I true meaning of words is always to be ascertained hy the 
himself one hundred and sixty acres of Government subject to '1'hich they are applied, and the known i;eneral 
land, of settling and residing upon it for five years; and intent of the lawgiver. Congress is trustee under the 
should his residence continue until the end of this period, Constitution for the people of the "C'nited States to "dis
he shall then receive a patent on the payment of twenty- pose of" their public lands, and I think I may venture to 
five cents per acre, or one-fifth of the present Govern- assert with confidence that no case can be found in which 
ruent price. During this period, the land is protected a tru.stee in the position of Congress has been authorized 
from all the debts of the settler. to "dispose of" property by its owner, where it has ever 

This bill also contains a cession to the States of all the been held that these words authorized such trustee to give 
public lands within their respective limits "which have away the fund intrusted to his care. No trustee, -when 
been subject to sale at private entry, and which remain called upon to account for the <lisposition of the property 
unsold after the lapse of thirty years." This provision placed under his management before any judicial tribu
embraces a present donation to the i3tates of twelve mil- nal, would venture to present such a plea in his defeme. 
lions two hundred and twenty-nine thousand seven hun- The true meaning of these words is clearly stated by 
dred and thirty-one acres, and will, from time to time, Chief Justice '.l'aney in delivering the opinion of the Court 
transfer to them large bodies of such lands which, from (19 Howard, p. 436). He says, in reference to this clause 
peculiar circumstances, may not be absorbed by private of the Constitution, "It begins its enumeration of powers 
purchase and settlement. by that of disposing; in other words, making sale of the 

To the actual settler, this bill does not make an abso- lands, or raising money from them, which, as we have al
lute donation; but the price is so small that it can ready said, was the main object of the cession (from the 
scarcely be called a sale. It is nominally twenty-five States), and which is the first thing provided for in the 
cents per acre; but considering this is not to be paid un· article." It is unnecessary to refer to the history of the 
til the end of five years, it is, in fact, reduced to about times to establish the known fact that. this statement of 
eighteen cents per acre, or one-seventh of the present the Chief Justice is perfectly well founded. That it never 
minimum price of the public lands. In regard to the was intended by the framers of the Constitution that these 
States, it is an absolute and unqualified gift. lands should be given away by Congress is manifest from 

I. '.l'h!s state of the facts raises the question whether the concluding portion of the same (']ause. By it, Con
Congress, under the Constitution, has the power to give gress has power not only "to dispose of" the territory, 
away the public lands, either to States or individuals. but of the "other property of the Uniterl States." In the 
On this question, I expressed a decided opinion in my language of the Chief Justice (p. 437), "And the same 
message to the House of Representatives, of the 24tll power of making needful rules respecting the territory is 
February, 1859, returning t.he agricultural college bill. in precisely the same language applied to the other prn
This opinion remains uuchanged. '.l'he argument then perty of the United States, associating the power over the 
used applies, as a constitutional objection, with the territory, in this respect, with the power over movable or 
greater force to the present Lill. There it had the plea personal property-that is, the ships, arms, or munitions 
of consideration, growing out of a specific beneficial pur- of war, which then belonged in co!Illllon to the State sove
pose; here, it is an absolute gratuity to the Stare without reignties." 
the pretext of can,ideration. I am compelled, for want The question is still clearer in regard to the public lands 
of time, in these last hours of the session, to quote in the States and Territories witllin the Louisiana and 
largely from this message Florida purchases. These lands wern paid for out of the. 

I presume the general proposition will be admitted, public Treasury from money raised by taxation. Now, if 
that Congress does not possess rhe power to make do· Congress had no power to appropriate the money with 
nations of money, already in the '.l' reasury, raised by which these lands were purchased, is it not clear that the 
taxes on the people, either to States or individuals. power over the lands is equally limited? The mere con-

But it is contende<l. that the public lands are placed version of this money into land could not confer upon 
upon a different footing from money raised by taxation, Congress new power over the disposition of Janel which 
and that the proceeds arising from their sale are not they had not possessed over money. If it could, then a 
subject to the limitations of the Constitution, but may trustee, by changing the character of the fund intrusted 
be appropriated or given away by Congress, at its own to his care for special objects from money into land, might 
discretion, to States, corporations, or individuals, for give the land away, or devote it to any purpose he thought 
any purpose they may deem expedient. proper, however foreign from the trust. The infere_nce is 

'l'he advocates of this bill attempt to sustain their po- irresistible that this land partakes of the Tery same cha
sition upon the language of the second clause of the racter with the money paid for it, and can be devoted to 
third section of the fourth article of the Constitution, no objects ditrerent from those to which the money could 
which deciares that "the Congress shall lrnve power to have been devoted. If this were not the case, then, by 
dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations the purchase of a new Territory from a foreign govern
respecting the territory or other property belonging to ment out of the public Treasury, Congress could enlarge 
the United States." '.l'hey contend that, by a fair inter- their own powers, and appropriate the proceeds of the 
pretation of the words " dispose of" in this clause, sales of the land thus purchased, at thell· own discretion, 
Congress possesses the power to make this gift of pub- to other and far different objects from what they could 
lie lands to the States for purposes of education. have applied the purchase money "·hich had been raised 

It would require clear and strong evidence to induce by taxation. 
the belief that the framers of ·the Constitution, after II. It will prove unequal and unjust in its operation 
having limited the powers of Congress to certain, pre- among the aetu>il settlers themselv•!S. 
cise, and specific objects, intended, by employing the The first set.tiers of a new country are a most merito
words "dispose of," to give that body unlimited power rious class. '!'hey brave the dangers of savage warfare, 
over the vast public domain. lt would be a strange sutrer the privations of a frontier ]if,,, and, with the hand 
anomaly indeed, to have created two funds, the one by of toil, bring the wilderness into cultivation. The " old 
taxation, confined to the execution of the enumerated settlers," as they are everywhere called, are public bene
powers delegated to Congress, and the other from factors. This class have all paid for their lands, the 
the public lands, applicable to :J.11 subjects, foreign and government price, or $1 25 per acre. They have con
domestic, which Congress might designate. That this structed roads, established schools, and laid the foumla
fund should be "disposed of," not to pay the debts of tion of prosperous Commonwealths. Is it just, is it 
the United States, nor" to raise and support armies," ~qua!, that, ;tfter they have accornpli;he!l all this by their 
nor" to provide and maintain a navy," nor to accom· labo1-, new settlers should come in among them and 1·e
plish any one of the other great objects enumerated in ceive their farms at the price of twenty-five or eighteeu 
the Constitution, but be diverted from them to pay the cents per acre? Surely the old settlers, as a class, are 
debts of the States, to educate their people, and to entitled to at. least equal benefits with the new. IF you 
carry into effect any other measure of their domestic give the new set.t ier; their lands for a comparatively 
policy-this would be to confer upon Congress a vast nominal price, upon every principle of equality a111l 
and irresponsible authority, utterly at war with the justice, you will he obliged to r efund out of the comrncin 
well-known jealousy of the Federal power which pre- Treasury the difference whieh the old have paid above 
vailed at the formation of the Constitution. The na- the new set.tiers for their Janel. 
tural intendment would be that, as the Constitution III. 'rhis bill will do great injustice to the old soldkrs 
confined Congress to well-defined specific powers, the who have received lanu warrants for their services in 
funds placed at their command, whether in land or fighting the battles of their country. It will grtatly 
money, should be appropriated to the performance of reduce the market. value of these warrants. Already 
the duties corresponding with these powers. If not, a their value ha- "111k, .or one hundred anti sixty acre 
Government has been created, with all its other powers warrants, to sixty · •~ven cent> per a1re, under au appre· 
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hension that such a measure as this might become a law. , tinction was an inadvertence; but, it is, nevertheless, a 
What price would they command, when any head of a part of the bill. 
family may take possession of a quarter section of land, VIII. '.L'he bill creates an unjust distinction between 
and not pay for it until the end of five years, and then/ persons claiming the benefit of the preem ption laws. 
at the rate of only twenty-five cents per acre? 'l'he While it reduces the price of the land to existing preemp· 
wagnitwle of the rnterest to be affected will appear in the tors to 621 cents per acre, and gives them a credit on this 
fact that the re are out.,tanding unsatisfied land warrants sum for two years from the p1 esent date, no matter how 
reaching back to the last war with great Britain, and long they may have hitherto enjoyed the land, futu 1 e 
even !(evolutionary times, amounting in round numbers, preemptors will be compelled to pay double this rdce 
to seven a11d a half millions acres. per acre. There is no reason or justice in this discrim.-

IV. This bill will prove unequal and unjust in its opera- nation. 
tion, because, from its nature, it is conlined to one class IX. 'l'he effect of this bill on the public revenue must 
of our people. It is a boon expressly conferred upon the be apparent to alL :Ohould it become a law, the reduc
cultlvators of the soil. While it is cheerfully admitted tion of the price of lands to actual settlers to ~5 cents 
that these are the most numerous and useful class of our per acre with a credit of five years, and the reduction of 
fellow-citizens, and eminently deserve all the advantages its price to existing preemptors to 62! cents per acre, 
which our laws have already extended to them, yet there with a credit of two years will so diminish the sale of 
should be no new legislation which would operate to the other public lands as to render the expectation of futu :·e 
injury or embarras,tnent of the large body of respectable revenue from that source beyond the expenses of survey 
artisans and laborers. '.L'he mechauic wlio emigrates to and management illusory. The Secretary of the Interior 
the West, and pursues his calling, must labor long before estimatetl the revenue from the public lands for the next 
he can purchase a quarter-section of land; while the fiscal year at $4,000,000 on the presumption that the 
tiller of the soil who accompanies him obtains a farm at present land system would remain unchanged. Should 
once by the bounty of the Government. l'ile numerous this bill become a law, he does not believe that $1,000; 00 
body of mechanic; in our large cities cannot, even by will be derived from this source. 
emigrating to the \Yest, take advantage of the provisions 'l'his bill lays the ax at the root of our present admirable 
of this bill without entering upon a new occupation, fur land system. The public land is an inheritance of va8t 
which their habits of life have rendered them unfit. value to us and to our descendants. It is a resource to 

V. This bill is unjust to the old States of the Union in which we can resort in the hou1· of difficulty and danger. 
many respects; and among these States, so far as the It has been managed l1eretofore with the greatest wisdom, 
public lands are concerned, we may enumerate every under existing laws. In this management, the rights of 
State east of the lllississippi, with the exception of Wis- actual settlers have been conciliated with the i11terests 
consin and a portion of lllinnesota. of the Government. '.L'he price to all has been reduced 

It is a common belief, within their limits, that the older from $2 per acre to $1 25 for fresh lands, and the claims 
States of the Coufederacy do not derive their propor- of actual settlers have been secured by our preemption 
tionate benefit from the public lands. This is not a just l>iws. Any man can now acquire a title in fee-simple to• 
opinion. It is doubtful whether they could be rendered a homestead of 80 acres, at the minimum price of $1 25' 
more beneficial to these States under any other system per acre for $100. Should the present system remain, 
than that which at present exists. Their proceeds go into we shall derive a revenue from the public lands of 
the common Treasury to accomplish the objects of the $10,000,000 per annum, when the bounty land warrants 
Government., anti in this manner all the States are bene- are satisfied, without oppression to any human being. 
fited in just proportion. But to give this common inherit- In the time of war, when all other sources of revenue are 
ance away would deprive the old States of their just seriously impaired, this will remain intact. It may be
proportion of this revenue, without holding out any, the come the best security for public loans hereafter, in 
least corresponding advantage. While it is our commou tuues of difficulty and danger, as it has been heretofore. 
glory that the new ::;tates have become so prosperous ancl \Vhy should we impair or destroy this system at the pre
populous, there is no good reason why the old States seat moment? " ·hat necessity exists for it? 
should offer premiums to their own citizens to emigrate 'l'he people of the United States have advanced with 
from them to the " ·est. 'l'hat land of promise presents in steady but rapid stritles to their present condition of 
itself sufficient allurements to our young and enterprising power anrl prosperity. They have been guided in their 
citizens, without any ad,·entitious aid. The o!Ier of free progress by the fixed principle of protecting the equal 
farms would probably have a powerful effect in encourag- rights of all, wheth er they be rich or poor. No agrarian 
ing emigration, especially from States like Illinois, Ten- sentiment has ever prevailed among them. The honest 
nessee, and Kentucky, to the west of the lllississippi, and poor man, by frugality and industry can, in any part of, 
could not fail to r educe the price of property within their our country, acqu11 e a competence for himself and his 
limits. An individual in States thus situated would not family, and in doing t!Jis he feels that he eats the bread 
pay its fair value for land when, by crossing the lllississip- of independence. He desires no charity, either from the 
pi he could go upon the public lands, and obtain a farm government or from his neighbors. 'l'his bill, which proposes· 
al;nost without money and without price. to give him land at au almost nominal price, out of the 

YI. 'l'his bill will open one vast field for speculation. property of the government, will go far to demoralize 
Men will not pay $ l 25 for lands, when they can pur- the people, and repress this noiJle spirit of independence. 
chase them for oue-fifth of that price. Large numbers of It may introduce among us those pernicious social: 
actual settlers will be carried out by capitalists upon theories which have proved so disustrous in other coun-
agreements to give them half of the land for the improve- tries. JAMES llUCl.IANAN. 

ment of the other half. '!'his cannot be avoided. Secret WASHINGTON, June 22, 1860. 
agreements of this kind will be. numerous. ln the en~ry Ii the Senate the question Shall this bill 
of graduate<l lands, the expenence of the Land Ollice 1 

, . '. 
justifies this objection. pass notwith:::tandmg the OUJCt.;tJons of the Pre. 

VII. We ought ever to maintain the most perfect ,;iJent '? was put and lost, as follows : 
eq.uality between native and naturalized citizens. 'l'hey 
are equal, and ought always to remain equal, before the 
Jaws. Our laws welcome foreigners to our shores, and 
their rights will ever be respected. While these are the 
seutime11ts on which I have acted through life, it is not, 
in my opinion, expedient to proclaim to all the nations of 
the earth that whoever shall a1:rive in this country from 
a foreign shore, iLnd declare his intention to become a 
citizen shall receive a farm of lGO acres, at a cost of 2[) 
or 20 c~nts per :tern, if he will only reside on it and culti
vate it. 'rhe invitation extends to all ; and if this !Jill 
becomes }L law, we may have numerous actual settlers 
from China and other Eastern nations, enjoying its bene
fits on the 'great Pacific slope. 'l'he bill makes a di.stinc
tion in favor of such persons over native and naturalized 
citizens. When applied to such citizens, it is confined to 
suet as are the heads of families; but when applicable to 
persons of foreign birth recently arrived ou our shores, 
there is no such restriction. Such persons need not be 
the heads of families, provided they have filed a declara· 
tion of iutcntion to become citizens. Perhaps tlus dis· 

13 

Y1us-:\fessrs. Anthony, Bl'own, Chandle r, Clark, 
Doolittle, Durkee, h ;sseaden, .Fitch, Foot, Foster, (;win, 
llale, llamLn, lhirlnn, l\ing, Lane, Latham, Nicltol801i, , 
Poll~, Pli(Jlr, 1.'ice, l:limmons, Sumner, '!'en Eyck, Trum
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson. 

H,t.;puul1ea11s in Roman, 19; Democrats in 
Italic:;;, \:J. Total, 28. 

N.i.Ys-1\lessrs. Bragg, Chesnut, CRITTENDFN, Davia, 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Hemphill, Hunt er, lYerson, Johnsoo· 
('l'enn .), Johnson (Ark.), l\Iallory, l\lason, l'earce, l'uwell, 
bebastian, Wigfall, Yulee-18. 

All from the South, and all Democrats, ex· 
cept Mr. Crittenden (.A.m.), of Kentueky. 
Several Senators were paired, which accounts 
for tl.te Jirrbt vote. So the bill failed, not hav. 
incr recciv~J the requisite two-thirds vote neces
sa~y to pass it over the Executive Veto. 
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFOill\1, 
ADOPTED BY TIIE UNITED ST.A.'l'ES SE~ATE. 

ON the :first of March, 1860, Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, submitted to the Sena i-. the follow
ing Resolutions : 

1. Resolmed, that in the adoption of the Federal Con
stitution, the States adopting the same acted severally 
as free and independent sovereignties, deltgating a por
tion of the:r powers to be exerci;,ed by tl1e Federal Gov
ernment for the increased security of each against 
dangers, domestic as well as foreig-n; and that any i~
termeddling by any one or more States, or by a combi
nation of their citizens, with the domestic institutions of 
the others, on any pretext whatever, political, moral, 
or religious, with a view to their disturbance or subver
sion, is in violation of the Constitution, insulting to the 
States so interfered with, endangers their domestic peace 
and tranquillity-objects for which the Constitution was 
formed--and by necessary consequence, tends to weaken 
and destroy the Union itself. 

2. Re.solmed, That negro SlaYery, as it exists in fifteen 
States of this Union, composes an important portion of 
their domestic institutions, inherited from their ances
tors, and existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by 
which it is recognized as constituting an important ele
ment in the apportionment of powers among the States; 
and that no change of opinion or feeling on the pat t of 
the non-slaveholding States of the Union, in relation to 
this institution, can justify them, or their citizens, in 
open or covert attacks thereon, with a view to its over
throw; and that all such attacks are in manifest viola
tion of the mutual and solemn pledge to protect and de
fend each other, given by the btates respectively on en
tering into the constitutional compact which fanned the 
Union, and are a manifest breach of faith, and a viola
tion of the ruo:;t solemn obligations. 

3. Resolved, 'l'hat the Union of these States rests on 
the equal.ty of rights and privileges agiong its mem
bers; and that it is especially the duty of the Senate, 
which represents the States in their sovereign capacity, 
to resist all attempts to discriminate either in relation 
to persons or property in the Territories, which are the 
common possessions of the United States, so as to give 
advantages to the citizens of one State which are not 
equally assured to those of every other State. 

4. Resolved, 'l'hat neither Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation 
of an indirect and unfriendly character, possess power 
to annul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen 
of the United ::itates to take his slave property into the 
common 'l'enitories, and there hold and enjoy the same 
while the Territorial condition remains. 

5. ReHolved, 'l'hat if experience should at any time 
prove that the judicial and executive authority do not 
possess means to insure adequate protection to consti
tutional rights in a 'l'erritory, and if the Territorial Gov
ernment should fail or refuse to provide the necessary 
remedies for that purpose, it will be the duty of Congress 
to supply such deficiency. 

6. Rewlved, 'That the inhabitants of a Territory of 
the United States, wl1en they rightfully form a con
stitution to be admitted as a ::itate into the Union, may 
then, for t,he first time, like the people of a State when 
,forming a new Constitution, decide for themselves 
whether Slavery, as a domestic institution, shall be 
maintained or prohibited within their jurisdiction ; and 
"they shall be received into the Union with or without 
Slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at the time 
•of their admission." 

7. Resolved, That the proYi>ion of the Constitu
tion for the rendition of fugitives from service or labor, 
without the adoption of which the Union could not have 
been formed, an<l that the laws of 1793 and 1850, which 
were enacted t0 secure its execution, and the main fea
tures of which being similar, bear the irupress of nearly 
seventy ye'l.rs ~f sanction by the highe>t judicial author
ity, should be honestly and faithfully observed and 
maintained by all who enjoy the benefits of our com
pact of Union; and that all acts of individuals or of 
State Legislatures to defeat the purpose or nullify the 
requirements of that provision, and the laws wa<le in 

pursuance of it, are hostile in character, subversive of 
the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

On the 8th May following, Mr. Clingman, of 
:~forth Carolina, addressed the Senate at length 
on these resolutions, maintaining the position 
that the Constitution docs guarantee the right 
of holdiug slaves in the Territories of the Uni
ted States, but that the enforcing of that right. 
by Co'.1~rcssional action, was inexpedient, and 
would be of no practical 'value to the Slave 
States; also, that the South waived that right 
in agreci11g to the Compromises of 1850 and the 
Kansas-N cbraska Act (repeal of the l\foosouri 
Compromise) of 1854. iifr. C. also reYiewed 
1he proceedings of the National Convention at. 
Charleston, and concluded as follows: 

Ji!ntertaining these views, I have been disposed to ab
stain as much as possible from the tliscussion of the~e 
questions, and I really hope that we shall not press them. 
I think no advantage can grow out of it. I greatly fear 
that I have occupied more of the valuable time of the 
Senate than I intended. I felt, howeYer, that from me, in 
my position, some explanation was neces>ary. I think 
that the gent.lemen on the other side of the Chamber have 
given us a platform already. \Ye shall haYe to fight 
them; we hatl better make up our minds to go into the 
contest, and meet them on the great i:;sue they tender us. 
In ten days, we shall probably have their declaration of 
war from Chicago, ai~d the cl:.tsh of arms will commence 
very soon. It is time for us to close our ranks. I am 
ready to fight under any flag antl any ;tandard-bearer 
that may be given us. 1 can adopt any of those platforms 
that were presented at Charleston. I leave all that to 
our political friends asscmhled in convention. I know 
that they will present a platform, and pre;L·nt a man llbS 
objectionable to me than the candidate on the other :;ide. 
I regard them as the deadly political enemies Of my sec
tion; as the enemies of the Constitution of the rnited 
States. I want to embark in the contest and fight them 
with closed and serried ranks on our side. I have spoken 
oulJ in behalf of the Democratic party, of U1e Constitu
tion, and the country. 

MR. BENJA~IN ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 

Senator Benjamin, of Louisiana, followed: 
Mr. Be1;jamin.-Mr. President, I hacl no intention of 

joining in this debate, or of uttering one wonl on 1 Ii,; re
solutions now before the Sen>Lte; hut, sir, I have li>teue1l 
with inten;e surprise to what has fallen from the Sen>11or 
from North Carolnrn this morning, an1l I cannot re111ain 
quiescent and by silence appear to give consent to what 
he has 'aid in relation to the action of certain SoutLern 
delegates in the recent Convention at Charleston. 

The Senator from North Carol ma thinks that politka I 
races can best be run without the load of principles. 'floe 
Senator from North Carolina thinks that the best way to 
get success in a political contest is not to bother youroelr 
with the baggage of principle, but let your candidate run 
with nothing on his back, and probably in that way he 
may run the fa~ter and reach the goal tbe sooner. And 
again, the honorable Senator thinks that, because the 
Oinciunati plittform was acceptable to the whole Demo
r.rncy in 1556, there is and can be no reason why D.,
mocrats who stood on that platform at that. time should 
be dissatisfied with it now. 

lllr. President, let us look a little back, behind 1856, in 
relation to 1hat platform, and to the living issue on which 
we are separated as regards that platform. We all r 0

-

member, ~ir-no man can forget-that, in the exeiting 
contest which took place on the Kansas-Nel>rnolrn bill, 
tho e who were the firmest supporters of the bill differed 
in principle on that one point which now threatens to di· 
vide the Democratic party. 'l'hey differed openly ; they 
avowed their dilferences; they provide1l for the final 
settlement of those dilforences. Sir, when Wll met in 
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caucus, und&r the lead of the honorable Sen,atoi· frorn I guide and a pole star by which the Democratic party could 
Jllin,ois, who in,trodiiced the Kan,sas-Nebra8ka bill, it guide the ship of State, a sudden and alarming heresy 
was found that theDernocratsfr·orn the Nol'th and the sprung up in the North, and something was said about the 
Democrats jroin the South coutd not agree in princi- I right of the Legis lature of the Territories not to destroy 
ple. 'l'he De111ocrnrs from the Sout Ii then took f.lle posi- Slavery; not to abolish it; not to confiscate by direct le
tion that the Constitution of the United State- was plain gislation the rights of the cit izens of the South who might 
and clear. 'l'he rights of the people of the S.iuth were find themselves in the 'l'enitorics with their property, but, 
placed upon that instrument. I agree with the Senator by a side blow, by iudirection, and by failure to perform 
from Mississippi (Hr. Davis) that we have nothing to do duty, by "unfriendly legis lation, " to do that which consti
in this controversy with natural rights or natural princi- tutioually they had no power to do by any direct effort of 
pies. Those rights and those principles, which lie at the legislative will. Now, sir, the Cincinnati platform, with 
foundation of social organization and civil government, which the gentleman from Korth Carolina seems to be so 
were proper subjects of examination <tml consider-.Lion much in love, and which he thinks is sufficient for the con
with the fathers. 'l'hey did take them into consideration. stitutional rights of the South, would be sufficient for that 
They deci,led them. They have given U8 a chart by purpose, is sufficient for that purpose properly construed; 
which now we are bouncl all to direct our course; and that but when the delegates of a great party, assembled to
chart is the Constitution of our country. Resting the gether from all portions of the Confederacy, recently met, 
rights of the Sout'i. upon that Constitution, when the dis- and the proposition was maue to them to adopt the Cin
cussions arose upon the Kansas-Nebraska bill, the Sena- cinnati platform, it was maue under what circumstances, 
tors from the South who met in caucus, or in convention, and with what view? It was made with a knowledge 
or in primary meeting, if you choose so to say, all agreed, of ('//)e1·y mcin in that Convention that two distinctly 
without a dissenting voice, that, by t.he true construction opposite interp1'etution8 ic'ue p1d ·u.pon that platform 
of the ConsLitutiou of the United States, the Territories -one at the Soiith, and the other at tile .Xol'th. 
belonging to the United States were the common pro- l\Ir. Clingman.-The Senator will allow me to ask him if 
perty of all ; that each State had equal rights in those these two opinions were not upon whether a Territorial L~
Territories; that amongst those rights was the right of gislatnre could legislate for or against Slavery? Are those 
the citizens of the different States to emigrate ttl those the opinions to which he refers? 
Territiories with their property of every nature and kind; l\Ir. Ilenjamin.-'l'he opposite constructions are put in 
and, when there, we contended that there was no power several points. One point is, whether the Territorial Le
under heaven that could drive tis out of those Territories, gislature has a right to abolish Shwery in the •rel'l'itories 
or deprive us therein of the protection of the Cunst:tution or not, before funning a State Constitution; and another 
and the la1YS, until the people of the Tenitory should is, whether or not it is the duty of the Federal Government 
make a constitution a11d form a State. to protect the rights of the people of the South in the 'l'er-

The Senator from Illinois did not agree wit.h us in ritories. Upon those two points opposite interpretations 
that. He has been consistent. The Se11ator from Illi- and opposite principles exist, and were developed in the 
nois helu that there was a power in the peo ple of a Charleston Convention. 
'raritory ; he believed in Popular Sovereignty; he be- l\Ir. Clingman.-! will answer lhP gentleman when he is 
lieved in some inherent right in the people when assem- through. 
bled, even in the original inchoate shape in which they 111r. Pugh.-Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
come as emigrnnts to the 'rerritories, to pass laws to every member of the Convention agreed that the platform 
govern themselves ; to mold their own Institutions, as he had received two interpretations, or that it was susceptible 
phrased it and incluuecl in that power the rigl1t to act of it? 
ag<<inst si,wery. We could not agree. ~Iorniog after !\Ir. Benjamin.-Iundustnnd that opposite interpre
morning we met for the p 1irpose of coniing t.u some tatitmswere ptainty and openly given to that platform 
understanding upon that very point; and it was finally in Genvention, by men wlwse good faith no rnan ha8 
understood by all, agreed to by all, made the basis of <t eve1· yet disputed to rny knowledge. 
compromise by a.I the supporters of that bill, th;it the l\[r. Pugh.-I do not think that was the ground of the 
'l'erritories should lie organized with a delegation by Con- difference of opinion at all. I said there never were two 
gress of all the power of Congress in the 'L'el'l'itories, and interpretations that could be fail'ly gil'en to it; that the 
t.1at the extent of the power of Congress shoulu be deter- platform purposely, in the language of the Senator from 
mined by the courts. Firm in our l.Jelief of ou1· rights, North Carolina, referred that question to judicial tribu
conscious that in the Constitution we had guaranty nals; that the di!ference of opinion arose upon the judicial 
enough; k.J10wing that it was i1opossible for a judicial tri- question; it did not arise upon the platform; and that 
bun al to make other than one decision, we s,tid that we consequently it was a false accusation. I say that cer
wonld stand by that decision when made ; and if it tainly in no unkind spirit to the Sena.tor ; but I say the 
should be determ ned by the Supreme Coun of the platform is not susceptible of two interpretations; that it 
United States that there was a power in this Government referred a controversy to arbitration. 'rI1ere might be a 
to deprive the people of the South of their fair share of dl!Ierence of opinion as to the particular arbitration of it, 
the common Ten·itol'ies of the Union, if that power in this but there was none as to the terms of submission. 
Govero n1ent existed in Cong1·ess, and if Congress de le- l\Ir. Ilenjamin.-I read, llfr. President, with as much 
gated all its power to the Ternt.ories, we would stand by attention as I was capable of, everything that occurred in 
the decision and agree that we asserted a right that found that convention, and I saw the statement over and over 
no warrant in the Constitution; and, on the other hand, again made in the convention, and not controverteu, thtit 
our brother Democrats of the North, and the Senator di!ferent opinions were put upon that platform in different 
from Illinois at their head, agreed that if the Suprellle parts of the country. 
Court of the United States shoulu uetennine that the Con- l\Ir. Pugh.-1 certttinly controverted it for one. I do 
gress of th!' Uni tell States had no power to interfere not recollect who else may have stated it. It may have 
with Southern rights in the •rerritories, if, consequently, been repeated a great many times; but I did controvert it. 
we had h;Ld not tile powet· that we could delegate at all, Mr. l.lenjamin.-~ow, sir, I say, in relation to that Cin
then thtl Democrnts of the North wouldj oin us in showing cinnati platform, which the 8enator from North Carolina 
respect and obedience to that decision, and stand with seems to think ought to have :uuply sufficed the South, and 
us on the principle that we advocateu as the true one. to have sufficed the Democratic party, these two opposite 
Non e of us supposed at the time that the decision would interpretations were known to be, intended to be given to 
come so quick. None of us knew of the existence of a it. Further, I say this: I say it was avowed at Charleston, 
controver>y then pending in the federal cou1·ts that over and over again. that if a construction was gh·en to 
would lead almost immediately to the deci-ion of that that platform by which it should be clearly stated that the 
question. We provideu in the Kansas act itself; we. in- people of the South were en titled to have their slaves pro
troduced an express clause havrng for its avowed obJect tected in the Territor ies against any direct interference, 
to bring that ques1io~1 bef~re the courts for de~1s1on. either by Congressional or 'l'erritorial legislation; if that 

Well sir the question did come before the courts, and was avowed· if the doctrine of the party was asserted to 
the Supredie Court of the United. States, in the decisio~ i_n be that the Legislature of the Territory, whils~ a Ter:·itory 
the Dred Scott case, has determmed-gentlemen say it is existed in its inchoate or.,anization, had no right to mter
no decision-a,s doctrine, or as opinion, or in some W<LY ha' fere with Slavery then it" was saill, again and again, that 
declared that the Congress of the United States has no no northern Stat~ could be carried upon that ground. 
power so to legislate as to destroy. the ri9~ts ?f tl~e people of lllr. Clingman.-On the question a~ to whether a 'rer:i
the South in their slave property m the Ierritories, and the tori;il Lecrislature could legislate agamst Slavery or for 1t1 

judges have said as a proposition, so cl~ar that it required I ask th"e Senator whether that would ~ot neces~arily 
no argument, that the Congress posse smg n.o s~ch po~er, be a question which a court must determme; that if the 
it was plain that it cou.ld give none to the 'l'erntonal Legisla- Leo-islature legislated or acted in any way, could we, by 
ture . I do not understand that the gentlemen from the North, ou~ opinions, settle it; or is it not, from necessity, a judi-
the member; of the Democratic party, controvert that. cial question? 

lint at a time when we supposed that we all at length llfr. Benjamin.-The Senator is directing me entirely 
stood upon one common platform; that we had at last a. out of the line of my argument. I must beg him to allow 
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me to proceed in my line. That is not at all what I am I as he said, had erred more through ignorance than de· 
at. It has no reference at all to my line of argument. f sign. llfr. Benjamin then defended the Democratic Sena· 

I say t.lti;;: I say that distinctly opposite in erpre1a- tors from the charge of having undertaken to dictate to 
tations, or distinctly opposite pdnciples, if you choo•e, in I the Charleston Convention what sort of platform it 
relation to Southern rights under the Constitution, were should make. "\Yhen the Kansas bill was before the 
avowed at Charleston, by me11 professing all lro be Denio- Senate, the Senator from Illinois called a caucus of 
crats; and that, in my judgment, it is a brun.t upon the Democratic Senators every morni11g to decide on their 
good faith of the Democratic party, it is an imputation action for the day. The late Senato , ial caucus had done 
upon their honor, it is unworthy of them, and unworthy no more than that. Yet for this it had been charged 
of us all, that we should go !Je~ore the people of this with seeking to diminish the Senato1·'s chance for success. 
country and ask their votes in favor of one party or an- !\fr. Benjamin next examined llfr. Douglas's charge that 
other, with the avowed J!>urpose of presenting opposite seventeen Democratic States had adopted a platform 
interpretations or opposite sets of p1·inciples in the two looking to the dissolution of the Union, and had placed 
sections of the Confederacy, as being the principles of a themselves under the lead of lllr. Yancey, an avowed 
common party, and forming a common party cr6ed. I disunionist. His State had vcted for that platform and 
say tllat I will never be a party to any such conte;;t as he should vote for the Senate re~olntions, aud he d~nied 
that. If I go into an electoral contest, I want to know that the Senator from Illinois had correctly stated the 
the principles of the party with which I act, and I want, meaning of either. Nobody here wanted to make a slave 
before the people of my State, before the people of the code, a slang term which lllr. Douglas had picked up 
country, to declare those principles, to stand by them, to from tbe Republicans, nor to force Slavery on an un
find them written in letters of light, so that no man can willing people. The attacks upon the Democratic Sena· 
dare misconstrue them, and by them to stand, and with tors were wanton and unprovoked, and he should repel 
them, if need be, fall. them. '.l'he Senator had defended his consistency at 

'l'hat I understand to have been the position of the dele· great length, which was not the issue between them. 
gation of Louisiana at Charleston. Taking that position, 'l'he issue was that the Senator from Illinois had made a 
determined that they would not palter to public preju- bargain and had violated it.. 'ro prove this he should 
dices by using words in any double sense; that all they not go further back than 1857, np to which time the Sena· 
did and all they said must go forth to the country inca- tor from Illinois was looked upon by the Democratic 
pable of misconstruction; when they found it impossible party with pride and favor. Why ''as it that a Senator 
to have the principles upon which alone they could go who had thus been treated with favor should now be 
into the Presidential contest, stated thus clearly and thus separated from his former associates? 'rhat he had 
plainly, they wit.hdrew, rightly withdrew, honorably with- passed over in his speech, and he (Benjamin) would sup
drew. I applaud them; I apprnve them; I stand by ply the deficiency. 
them. I think they did as became high-minded and hon- l\Ir. Benjamin then went into a hi•tory of the Kansas 
orable citizens. I think the State will show itself grateful act, pointing out the differences between Democrats and 
to them for their act.. • . Republicaus and Douglas Democrats. At thiit time 

Now, the honorable Senator says he is willing to go the Democrats being unable to agree as to the power of 
with Democrats upon almost any platform; that almost the people of the '£erritories, it. w"s agreed to refer the 
any one that we can elect would be preferable to the ad- subject to the Courts and to abide hy the decision. He 
versaries against whom we are to be opposed. never had attacked the Senator 's con sistency. It was his 

Mr. Clingman.-! said any of tl1ose proposed. I alluded consistency that constituted his gre11 t crime-adhering 
to those proposed in the Convention. still to views which he had agreed to abandon when the 

lllr. Benjamin.-! snppose so. Now, Mr. President, I Court decided the question, and which the Court had 
am not willing to go for any man, I do not care whether decided against him. Tllis he charged was bad faith. 'l'he 
his name has been proposed or not, who is not willing to Senator no longer worshipped at the Democratic shrine, 
stand upon a platform of principle, of constitutional prin- but had wandered forth after strange grids. 'l'he Senator 
ciple. I am willing to go for any man, whether named from Illinois had admitted that he made this !Jargain, and 
or not, who will pledge his honor to stand faithfully and yet he had been engaged since 1857 1n trying to explain 
squarely upon a platform of sound pl'lnciplcs; and when away, in conjunction with the .Kepublicans, the decision 
a platform of sound constitutional priuciples shall be of the Court, and to render it meless i11 case it should be 
adopted by a Democratic Convention, satisfactory to me, affirmed. Ile qu oted from the DreJ s~ott decision to show 
with my views of constitutional right, and satisfactory to that the principle of rig!tt to slave property in the 'I er
my people-principles satisfactory to my people, I say; ritories was decided by 1t. On thi:; poi11t he ~irgued at 
I care not for men-then you may put upon that platform great length to show tit at Con~ress lrnd full power over 
any man who can stand upon it honorably, and I will the Territories within the limits of its constitutional 
vote for him; I will maintain him; I will canvass my power; that the Constitution forbid tJ1e prohibition of 
State in his behalf; I will spend all my time and all my Slavery in the Territories by Congress; and as the Territo· 
breath in his cause, wherever, whenever, and however, I rial Government derived all its powers from Congress, the 
may be asked by his friends. 'l'hat far, sir, I am willing Territorial Legislature could not do more than Congress 
to go; but I have no stomach for a fight in which I am to could. No sooner was this decision made than it was 
have my choice between a man who denies me all my attacked by the Republicans, and the Chief-Justice 
rights openly a <1 d fairly and a man who admits my rights assailed as having colluded with the President of the 
but intends to filch them. I have no choice there. United States. The Senator from Illinois got over his bar-

gain by saying that he did not agree to abide by the 
BE~JAMI~ ON DOUGLAS. decision in the Dred Scott case; bnt when the case was 

After Mr. Douglas's famous speech of May 15th carried up from the 'l'erritorial Com·ts to the Supreme 
and 16th, on these resolutions, Mr. Benjamin Court, he would obey that. 'l'his was an afterthougl1t 

first announced in the canvass of 185~, when pressed by 
addressed the Senate again, speaking of Mr. l\Ir. Lincoln for a seat in the Senate. 'l'o save himself 
Douglas as follows: from defeat, he introduced his theory as to the power of 

Mc. Benjamrn said, when we met here in December, the people in the Territories. ptr. Benjamin then read 
the public mind was greatly disturbed by the irruption of from the discussions between l\Iessrs. Lincoln and Douglas 
a baud of fanatics into a State of the Union, with the to show that the former was much more candid in his ans· 
avowed intent to liberate the slaves. A large number of wers than the latter, and he confessed he was not such Ml 
resolutions have been offered, all relating to the relation ultra Anti-Slavery man as he supposed.] Mr. Dougl;i.• 
of the General Government to Slavery in the States and told us here that he would abide the decision of the Court, 
Territories. The large number and variety of these re- but at home he turns his back on his promise, repudiates 
solutions, required that those who professed to belonging his words, and tells his people that he has so arranged tlte 
to the same party should meet, in order to harmonize Kansas bill that in spite of the decision the people of the 
and act in eoncert. A meeting of Democratic Senators Territories can keep slaves out. '.l'o be twice deceived 
was therefore held to accomplish this purpose. '.l'he by the same man would be to make them dupes and fools. 
Senator from Illinois, in a speech occupying two days, Even ~Ir. Lincoln was shocked at hio profligacy, and 
had presented the extraordinary spectacle of advocating charged him with bad faith. '£he election came off, and 
his own claims to the Presidency, and denouncing those though Mr. Douglas was successful by the arrangement 
who had dared to express their views on subjects before of the Legislative Districts, J\Ir. Lincoln beat him 4,UllU on 
the Senate. '.l'he Senator from Illinois assumed that he the popul;i.r vote. [Mr. Benjamin next read from ~Ir. 
was the embodiment of the Democratic party, and that Douglas's Harper's Magazine article, to show tlwt he had 
all who opposed him were rebels. He arraigned other absolutely copied Mr. Lincoln's arguments of 1858, and 
Senators and charged them and the representatives of clai111ed them as discoveries of his own. Mr. Benja
seventeeh States at Charleston as being on the high road min warned l\1r. Douglas that the tendencies of his doc
to disunion. After having thus assailed everybody he trines were to drive him back, step by step, to the Bl>ick 
announced that he had only spoken ;n self-defense, ~nd 1 Republican camp.] We already find him using the argu· 
with princely magnanimit.y agreed tt forgive those who, I ments and quoting the languagl:l of the Repu!Jltcun pany. 
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On the 24th May, the vote was taken on •the 
first of Mr. Davis's series of resolutions, which 
was adopted, 36 to 19, the yeas being all De
mocrats, except Messrs. Crittenden, of Ky., and 
Kennedy, of Md., Americans. Tlie nays were 
all Republicans. The second resolution was 
t!J.en read; when Afr. Harlan (Rep., of Iowa) 
offered to add the following as an amendment: 

But the free discussion of the morality and expediency 
of Slavery should never be interfered with by the Jaws of 
any State, or of the United States; and the freedom of 
speech and of the press, on this and every other subject 
of domestic and national policy, should be maintained in
violate to all the States, 

This amendment was rejected, iJ,Q to 36, as fol
lows: 

YEAs.-l'IIe~srs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Huie, 
Hamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eych, 
'l'rumbull, Wade, and Wilson-20. 

NAYS.-1\Iessrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright. Brown, 
Chesr.ut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, :Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, l verso11, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane. Latham, Mallory, l\lasoo, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, 
Wigfall, and Yulee-36. 

Yeas all Republicans; nays all Democrats, ex
cept Crittenden and Kennedy, .Americans. 

The second resolution was then adopted, 36 to 
20, the vote being exactly the reverse of that on 
Mr. Ilarlan's amendment. 

The third resolution of the series was adopted, 
36 to 18, as follows: 

NAYS.-Me•srs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
nixon, Dnolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, 
Harlan. Simmons, Sumner, 'l'en Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson-18. 

Yeas all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
Kennedy; nays all Republicans. 

The fourth resolution was adopted, 35 to 21, 
the negatives being all Republicans, except Mr. 
Pugh, Dem., of Ohio. 

Mr. Clingman offered an amendment, in the 
form of the following resolution, to follow the 
4th of 1ifr. Davis's series: 

Resowed, That the exi-tir.g condition of the Territories 
of the United States does not require the intervention of 
Congress for the protection of property in slaves. 

The amendment was deb:ited at considerable 
length; but, without taking the question, the 
Senate adjourned. 

On the following day, the amendment was 
adopted, 26 to 23, as follows: 

YEAS.-Messrs. Bigler, Bingham, Brngg, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Collamn, Critteuden, D;xun, 1Joolittle, 
I?oot, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harl •n, Johnson of Tennes
see, Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Pugh, Simmons, Ten Eyck, 
Toombs, Trumbull, Wacle, and l\'ilson-26. 

NAYS -Mes,rs. Be!1jamin, llright, Brown, Chesnut, 
Clay, Dftvis, ~'itzpatrick, Green, liammonrl, Uuoter, Iver
son, Lune, .\lallory. lllason, Nicholson, Pearce, Powell, 
Rice, Saulsbury, Sebaotian, Slidell, Wigfall, and Yulee-
23. 

Yeas all Republicans, except Messrs. Bigler, 
Bragg, Clingman, Crittenden, Johnson (Tenn.), 
Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Pugh, and Toombs; 
Kays all Democrats. 

i'he fifth resolution of the series was then 
YEAS.-Messrs. Benjamift, Bigler, Bragg, Bright., Brnwn, 

Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, adopted, 35 to 2, Hamlin ancl Trumbull, the 
Green, Gwir~, Hammond, Hemph1JI, Hunter, l ven•on, Yeas being all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson or. 'l'ennessee, KennecJ.v, Kennedy. The seventh and last of the series 
Lane, Latham, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, ti d t d 31!. t 6 ''" T E k R 
Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell Thomson '!'combs 1 was rnn a op e , u O , ~ur. en ye , ep., 
Wigfall, and Yulee-36. ' ' ' of New Jersey, voting Yea 

JUDGE BATES'S PLATFORM. 

IMPORTAXT CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTER FROM JUDGE DATES ON THE POLITICAL QOESTIONS O~' '.l'lIE DAY. 

ST. LOUIS, Ma-rch, 1860. I refuse to answer the following interrogatories, which in 
The HON. Eow ARD BATES-Sir: As you may have our judgment, involve all the issues pending between 'the 

learned from the public prints, the Republicans of Missouri I two political parties of the country. 
met in Convention, in this city, on Saturday, the 10th in-
stant, to make a declaration of their principles, elect dele- 1st. Are you opposed to the extension of Slavery? 
gates to the National Republican Convention. and com- . 2<1. DoPs th~ C~ustitution or the l!•'.ited States carry Slavery 
plete a State organization. All of this the Convention ex- mto lhe. Terrttor1es, an_d, as subs1d1ary to this, what is the 
ecuted in a manner wholly satisfactory to its members legal etlc,ct of the declSlon of the 8upreme Court in the Dred 

' • T • • Scott case ? 
It al?o commended you, by resolutwn, to the National Re- 3cL Are you in favor of the colonization of the free colored 
publican party, as one well worthy to be the standard- population in Centl'n I America? 
hearer of that party in the coming Presidential election. 4th. Do you recognize any inequality of rights among cttl
'l'ltis fact the undersigned have pride and pleasure in com- zens of the United States, and do you hold tha.t It is the duty 
municating to you, knowing that throughout your life you of the Federal Goyernment. to protect American ciUzei;s at 
have carried out as far as a private citizen might the home and ~broad m .thc enJoy~ent of .au theU" constitutional 

. . ' . . ' and legal rights, privileges, and rmmun1t1es? 
sentiments contamed 1~ the res_olut10ns adopted on Satur- 5th. Are you in favor of the construction of a railroad from 
day, and a copy o! which we mclose. But as you have the Valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean under the 
voluntarily remained in private life for many years, your auspices of the Gene.ral Go••ernment f ' 
political opinions are consequently not so well understood 6th. Are you in farnr of the measure known as the Home-
by the Republican party at large as by the Republicans st;~1d bill f . f f h 1 d' t d . 1 f..,. 
of MissourL 1 '- Are you m :wor o t e mmc ta ea IDlSS on o .n.ansas, 

Inasmuch as the delegation from this State to the Chi- under the Constituuou adopted at Wyandot f 
cago Convention intend to present your name to that body Yours, respectfully, etc., 
as a candidate for the Presidency, we, in common with PETER L. FoY, Cius. L. B&R!UYS, 
many other Republicans of Missouri, desire to procure HENRY T. Bww, JNO. M. Rrc11.1.RDSON, 
!rom you an exposition of your views on the engrossing F. A. DICK, 0. D. FILLEY, 
political questions of the time. We hope that notwith- S1'EPHEN Ifoy·r, WM. McKEE, 
standing your well-known reluctance to appear before the G. W. FISHBACK, BARTON ABLll, 
pulllic in the light of a Presidential aspirant, you will not J. B. SITTON. 
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RESPONSE OF JUDGF, BATES. /The• Territories, whether acquired by conquest or 

S L 
u h 

11 1860 
peaceable purchase, are subject and subordinate ; not 

T. ours, .=arc ' · I sovereign like the States. The nation is supreme oyer 
To 11!es;•rs. P., 1:. Fov_, Edit01~ o!' 1'h~ J!ismuri Demf)~rat; _Dr. them, and the Kational Government has power to per

BERNAYS, Bct1tor of the Anzeigei, and other gentlemen. mit or foi bid Slavery, wit.bin them. Entertaining these 
Sms: B. Gratz Brown Esq., as Presfdent of the Mis- views, I am opposed to the extension of Slavery, and in 

souri State Convention 'which sat in St. Louis on the my opinion, the ~pirit and policy of the Government 
tenth of this month, has' officially made known to me the ought t.o be against its extension. 
proceedings of that body, and by them I ~m enabled to 2. Dors the Constitution cRrry Slavery into the Territoriesl 
~now some of 1ou as Delegat.es to the Ch1c1'.go Co_nven- I ansi,er no. The Constitution of the United ~:\!ates 
t10n, represenyng the ~epub~1c~n party. of ;11Issoun. . does not ca:Ty Slavery into the 'l'erritories. With much 

I h'.1-ve received :i:om let.tel prop?unding to me certa~n more show of reason may it be said that it canies Sla
quest.10ns (~even rn number) which you suppos~ will very into all the S•ates. But it does not carry S1avery 
cover m.o~t, 1f ~ot. all, the grour1ds of controversy, 111 tbe anywhere. It only acts upon it, where it finds it estab-
appi.oachmg P1 es1dent1al election. . lished by the local law. 

'."1th. p~easure I will answer your question~. B.u.t be- In connection with t.his point, I am asked to state 
fo1 e do1'.1 0 so,, allow me to glance at the peculiar en cum- my views of the Dred Scott case, and what was re~lly 
stances rn which I ~m P:.aced, and the strangeness of the determined by the Supreme Court in that case. It is 
fact that ~' a meie !invate. man:. am. ca!l~d upon ~o my opinion, carefully considered, that the Court deter
make avowals and expla;iat.1ons, with ,iny view to take mined one sinrrle point of law only that is that Scott 
me from the sh'.1-des of pnvate ltf.e a.nd pla~e me at the the plaintiff, b~ing a negro of Africa~ descent (not neces'. 
head of the n.at.1gn. I ~am_e to t_his '.1ont1er 111 my youth, sarily a slave), could not be a citizen of Missouri, and 
and set.tied ll1 ~t .. Loms ."' hei;i rt w:1s a villa~e. All my therefore could not sue in the Federal Court; and that 
~anhoo~ has been spent~" 1111~sou~1"and durmg all t_hat for this reason, and this alone, tbe Circuit Court had 
tune I h,we followed a p1 ofess1on "h~ch left ~y cha.me- no jurisdict.ion of tire cause, and no power to gh·e 
ter.an.cl c~nduct open to the obser;at1.on of soc1_et~. And judgment between the parties. 'l'he only jurisdiction 
wh_1l~ rt has beer.i my constant habit, f1.eely to exp1 ess my which the Supreme Court had of the cause was for the 
oprm?n of_.pubhc me.ast~res a;id pu~lic mei:i, th~ people purpose of correcting the errnr of the Circuit Court, 
of .M1ssom '.• of .all. p-11 lies: ':ill be~r me. "i~ness tb:_t .I in assuming the power to decide upon the merits of the 
have n~ve1 obt1us1vely thiust myself fo.1:vaid 111 pm,u1t case. 'fhis power the Supreme Court did exercise, by 
of official hono'.·s. I ha;e held no political office, and set.tmg aside the jndgment of the Circuit Court upon 
sought ~one, fot .i:iore tha~ twenty-five years'. . . the merits, and by dismissing the suit, without any judg-

l!ndet the~e ~nc~n;stances? I confess .t.h; g1_at1ficat10n ment for or against either party. 'l.'his is all that the 
which I feel rn 1 ece1v111g the 1 ecent man.1fe"tat101;.s of the Supreme Court did and all that it bud lawful power 
respect .and confidence of m.i; fello.w-c1t~zens. Ji1rst, the to do. ' 
Op1:os1\:on members.of the l\l.1sE011l'~.Leg1s_lature declared I consider it a great public misfortune that several of 
the11 p. de1 .ence fo1 me as ,: canmdate, then followed the learned judge,; should have thought that their duty 
my nom111at1on by ~.~on_vent~on com~osed of all the ele- required them to discuss and give opinions upon various 
men ts of the O~pos1o~O? rn this State, an,d, now,_ the He- questions outside of the case, us the case was actually 
publl?ans of !111ssoun, Ill the11'.separat,e Cow'.e'.1t!on, JUSt disposed of by the court. All such opinions .are extra 
h:ld rn St. Lorn~, have reafilr med the norrun,Lt1on, u:;d judicial and of no authority. But beside this, 1t appears 
~1oposerl, by tl~e1r delegates, to present .me to the Na- to me that several of the questions so discussed by the 
t\onal Co.nventwn, soon to be held a.t Ch1~~go, as '.t _can- judges are political questions, and therefore beyond th_e 
tl.rlat.e fot the ft.1st office m the naL1on. Il!ese. V'.Ll 1ous cognizance of the judiciary, and proper only to be consr
dernonstrat1ons 1~,my o.wn State are "'rloubl~ grat1fy1ng to dered and disposed of by the political departments. If I 
me, because thto.> ltffo'. ~. t.he ,sti 0.no:'•t .f'.1 oof t~ 0'.t my am right in this, and it seems to me plain, the precedent 
name has been P.ut fot" a1 t.l only 111 a sp'.IJt of lrni rnony is most unfortunate, because it may lead to a dangerous 
and peace, and with the hope Of preveJ1t111.g all d1v1s1on conflict of authority amon" the cofo·dinate branches of 
and controv~rsy amor:rg 1 hose who, .for ~hell' own safety the Goi·ernment. 0 

and the public good, ought to be united 111 the r ad;on. 
For all this I am deeply grateful, and, as for ail con

cerns me personally, I must declare in simple truth, 
that if the movement go no further and produce no 
national results, still I am paid and overpaid for a life 
of labor, and for whatever of zealous effort and patient 
watching I have been able to bestow in support of a 
line of governmental policy which I believe to be for the 
present and permanent good of the country. 

And now, gentlemen, I proceed to answer your ques
tions, briefly indeed, but fully, plainly, and wit.ha.II pos
sible frankness. And I do this the more willingly be
cause I have received from individual;i many letters 
(too many to be separately answered), and have seen 
iu many public journals articles maldng urgent calls 
upon me for such a statement of views. 

1. Slavery-Its extension in the Territories. 
On this subject, in the States and in the Territories, 

I have no new opinions-no opinions formed in rela
sion to the present array of parties. I am coeval with 
the Missouri question of 1819-20, having begun my 
political life in the midst of that struggle. At tliat 
time my position required me to seek all the me;ms of 
knowledge within my reach, and to study the pl'inciples 
involved with all the powers of my mmd; an<l I ar
rived at conclusions then which no subsequent events 
have induced me to cha:ige. 'l.'he existence of negro 
Slavery in our countl'y had its beginning in the early 
time of the Colonies, and was imposed by the mothel' 
country against the will of mo t of the colonists. At 
the time of the Revolution, and long aftel', it was com
monly regarded as an evil, temporary in its nature, 
and likely to disappear in the cour:;e of time, yet, while 
it continued, a misfortune to the country, socially and 
politically. 

Thus was I taught, by those who made our Govern
ment, and neither the new light of modern civilization, 
nor the discovery of a new system of constitutional law 
and social philosophy, has enabled me to detect the 
error of their teaching. 

Slavery is "a social relation "-a domestic institu
tion. Within the States, ir exists b.v the local law, and 
the .Federal Government has no cout, ol over \t there. 

3. As to the colonizrrtiou of the free blacks. 
For many years I ha;-e been connected with the Ameri

can Colonization Society, of which the rising young State 
of Libtria is the first fruit. I consider the object both 
humane and wise beneficent alike to the free blacks who 
emigrate, and to the whites whom they leave behind. B~1t 
Afrit:a is distant and presents so many obstacles to rapid 
sett lement, that' we cannot indulge the hope of draining 
oJI in that direction the growing numbers of our free black 
population. The tropical regions of America, I think, 
oft'er a far better prospect both for us and for them. 

4. As to any inequnlily of rights among American citizens. 
I recognize no distinctions among American citizens bu~ 

such as are expressly laid down in the Constitution. An" 
I hold that our Government is bound to protect all the 
citizens in the enjoyment of all their rights, everywhere 
and a<>ain:it all assaila.nts. And as to all these rights. 
there i~ no clit\'erence between citizens born and citizen~ 
made such by law. 

5. Am I in fa rnr of the constrnction of a railro:vl from the 
Valley of the Mississippi to the l'aciffo Ocean, under the aus 
pices of the General Gornrnment? 

Yes strongly. I not only believe such a road of vast 
importance as the means of increasing the population, 
wealth and power of this great valley, but necessary as 
the means of national defence, and of preserving the 
integrity of the Union. 

6. Am I in favor of the measure called the Homestead bill? 
Yes; I am for guarding the public lands_, as well as 

possible, from the danger of becoming t~e subJect of com
mon trade and speculation-for keeprng them for the 
actual use of the people-and for granting tracts of 
suitable size to those who 'll'ill actually inhabit and im
prove them. 

1. Am I in fa;-or of the immcc!i:i.te admission of Kansas 
under the Wyandot Cons1.itu1ion? 

I think that Kan~as ought to be admitted without 
delay, leaving her, like all tile other States, the sole judge 
of her own Constitution. 

Thus "'entlernen, I believe I have answered all your 
inquiri~s" in a plain, intelligible manner, and, I hoµe, to 
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yowr sati.~faction. I have not attempted to support my j corrupted itself and perverted the principles of the Ge,. 
answers by argument, for that could not be done in a vernment; has set itself openly against the great home 
short letter; and, restraining myself from going into \ interests of the people, by neglecting to protect th~ir 
general politics, I have confined my remarks to the I industry, anrl by rPfusing to improve and keep in order 
pa~·ticular subjects upon "".hich you r~ryuested me to the highways and depots of commerce.; and even no'! is 
write. Your obllged fellow-c1t1zen, urgrng a measure 111 Congress to abdicate the const1tu-

EnwAHD BATES. tional power and duty to regulate commerce among the 
States, and to grant to the States the discretionary 
power to levy tonnage duties upon all our commerce, 

JUDGE B_\.TES 'S LETTER 

rn SUPPORr OF LIN00LN. 

ST Louis, June 11, 1860. 
0 . H. BROWXING, Esq., Quincy, Iii. 

Dffi.AR Sm: When I received your letter of May 22d, I 
had no thought that the answer would be so long de
layed; but, waiving all excuses, I proceed to answer 
it now. 

Under the circumstances of the case it ought no~ to 
have been dou!:>ted that I would give }fr. Lincoln's nom
ination a cordial and hearty support. But in declaring 
my intention to do so, it is due to myself to &tate some of 
the facts and reasons which have a controlling inflnence 
over my mind, and which I think ought to be persua
sive arguments with some other men, "·hose political 
'1pinions and antecedents are, in some important parti
culars, like my own. 

There was no good ground for supposing that I felt 
any pique or dis;atisfaction because the Chicago Con
vention failed to nominate me. I had no such feeling. 
On party grounds, I had no right t.o expect the nomina
tion. I had no claims upon the Republicans as a party, 
for I have never been a member of any party, so as to 
be bound by its dogmas, and'subject to its discipline, ex
cept only the \Vhig party, which is now broken up, and 
its materials, for the most part, absorbed in other orgar.Ji· 
zations. And thus I am left., alone and powerless, in
deed, but perfectly free to follow the dictates of my own 
j udgment, and to take such part in current politics as 
my own sense of duty and patriotism may require. 
Many Itepublicans, and among them, I tliink, some of 
the most moderate and patriotic of that party, honored 
me with their confidence and desired to make me their 
candidate. For this favor I was indebted to the fact that 
between them and me there was a coincidence of opin
ion upon certain importa.nt questions of government. 
They and I agreed in beEeving that the Xational Govern
ment has sovereign power over the Territories, and that 
it would be impolitic and unwise to use that power for 
the propagation of negro Sia very by planting it in Free 
'ferritory. Some of them believed also that my nomina
tion, while it would tet.! ··o soften the tone of thP. ltepub
lican party, witho11t any ~l;andonment of Hs princ'ples, 
might tend >tl,;o to general;ze its character and attract 
the friendship and support of many, especially in the 
border States, who, like me, had never been members of 
their party, but concurred with them in opinion aboL1t 
the government of the Territories. These arc the grounds, 
antl I think the only grounds, upon which I was sup
ported' at all at Chicago. 

As to the platforlll put forth by the Chicago Conven
tion, I have little to say, bec;cuse, wl1ether good or ba.rl, 
that will not constitute t.be ground of my support of l\lr. 
Lincoln. I have no great respect for party platfonns in 
general. 'fhey are commonly rnarle in times of high ex
citement, under a pressure ofcircunhtances, ancl with the 
view to conciliate pre,ent support, ntther than to esta
blish a permanent system of principles a11rl line of 
policy for the future good government of country. 
'l'he Conventions which form them are trnn~i~nt in 
their nature; theil" po1rer and iufiuence are con:mmed in 
the using, leaving no continuing obligation upon their re
spective parties. And heuce we need not wonde1· that 
plntforms so made are hardly ever acterl upon in prac
tice. I shall not discuss their· relative merits , but eou
tent myself with saying that this Republican platform, 
though in several particulars it doe,; not conform to my 
v iews, is still far better than any published creed, past ur 
present, of the Democrat,. And as to the Dell' party, it 
has not chosen to promulgate any p!atfonn at all, except 
two or thret: broad generalities which are co1n11io11 tu tile 
professions of faith of all parties in the count ry. No 
party, indeed, dare ask the confidence of the nation, 
whil{) openly denying the obligation to support the Union 
and tile Constitution and to enforce the laws. 'fhat is a 
common duty, bintling upon every citizen , and the failure 
to perform it is a crime. 

'l'o me it is plain tlrn.t the approaching contest must be 
between the Democratic and the Republican parties; and, 
between them, I prefer the !»tier. 

The Democratic party, by the long possession and 
abuse of power, has grown wanton and reckless; has 

under the pretense of improving harbors, rivers, and 
lakes; has chauged the status of the negro slave by mak
ing him no longer mere property, but a politician, an 
antagonist power in the State, a power t.o which all other· 
powers are required to yield, under penalty of a dissolu
tion of the U111on; has tlirected its energies to the grati-

1 fic,,tion of its lusts of foreign domain, as manifested in its 
persistent eJiort~ t.o seize upon tropical regions, not be
cause those countries and their incongruous people are 
necessary, or even de>irable, to be incorporated into cur 
nMion, but for tile mere purpose of making Slave Stales, 
in order to advance the political power of the party ir. 
the Senate and in the choice of the President, so as 
etfoct11ally to transfer the chief powers of the Govermrent 
from the many to the few; has in vario11s ins~ances 
endangered the equality of the coordinate branches of the 
Government, by urgent efforts to enlarge the powers of 
the Executive »t the expense of the Legislative depart· 
ment; has attempted to discredit and degrade the Judi
ciary, by aJiecting to make it, at first, the arbiter of 
party quarrels, to become soon and inevitably tne pas
sive registrnr of a party decree. 

In most, if not all these particulars, I understand the 
Republican party (judging it by its acts and by the 
known opinions of many of its leading men) to be the 
exact opposite of the Democratic party ; and that is the 
ground of my preference of the one party over the other. 
And that alone would be a s11fficient reason, if I had no 
other good reasons, for supporting Mr. Lincoln against 
any man who may be put forward by the Democratic 
party, as the exponent of its principles and the agent, to 
work out, in practice, its dangerous policies. 

'l'he third party, which, by its formation, has destroyetl 
the organization of the American and Whig parties, has 
nominated two most excellent men. I know them well, 
as sound statesmen and true patriots. lllore than thirty 
years ago I served with them both in Congress, and from 
that time to this I ha Ye alw»ys held them in respect and 
honor. nut what can the third party do toward the elec
tion of even such wonhy men as these against the two 
g«eat parties which are now in actual contest for the 
power to rnle the nation? It is made up entirely of por
tions of the disintegrated elements of the late Whig and 
American parties-good mate1·ials, in the main, I atl01io, 
but quite too weak to elect any man or establish an) 
principle. 'l'he most it can do is, here antl there in par 
ticular localities, to make a diversion in favor of th~ 
Democrats. In 1~56, the \Yhig and American parties 
(not forming a new party, but united as allies), with et!
tire unanimity and some zeal. supported ~Ir .. Fillmore for 
the Presidency, and with what results? We made a 
miserable failure, carrying no State but gallant. little 
Maryland. And, surely, the united 'Yl1igs and Amel'i
cans of that day had a far greater show of strength and 
far better prospects of success than any which bel.ing to 
the Constitutional Union party now. In facL, 1 see no 
possiblity of success for the third party, except in one 
contingency-the Destruction of the Democratic party. 
That is a contigency not likely to happen this year, for, 
badly as I think of many of the acts and policies of that 
party, Hs cup is not yet full-the day has not yet come 
when it must dissolve in its own corrnptions. But the 
day is coming, and is not far off .. 'l'he party has made 
itself entirely sectional; it has co11centrated its very be
ing into one single idea; negro Slavery has control of all 
its faculties, and it can see and hear nothing else-" one 
stern, tyrannic thought, that makes all other thoughts 
its slaves!" 

llut the Democratic party still lives, and while it Iii-es, it 
and the Rep11blican party are the 0111.r real antagonistic 
power,; in the naoion, and for the present, I must choose 
between them. I choose the latter, as wiser, purer, 
younger and less corrupted by time and self-indulgence. 

'l'he candidates nominated at Chicago arc both men who, 
as individnals and politicians, rank with the forernost of 
the country. I have heard no objection to lllr. Uamlin 
personally, but only to his geographical position, which is 
thought to be too far North and East to allow his personal 
good qualities to exercise their proper inlluence over the 
nation at large. nut the nomination for the Pre:;iclency is 
the great controlling act. !\Ir. Lincoln, his character, 
talents, opinions and history will be criticised by thou
sands, while the candidat.e fur the Yice-l'reoidency "ill b. 
passed over in eo01varative silence. 
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Mr. Lincoln's nomination took the public by surprise, 
because, until just before the event, it was unexpected. 
But really it ought not to have excited any surprise, for 
such unforeseen nominations a re common in our political 
history. Polk and Pierce, by the Democrats, and Harri
son and Taylor, by the Whigs, were all nominated in this 
extemporaneous manner-all of them were elected. I 
have known Mr. Lincoln for more than twenty years, and 
therefore have a right to speak of him with some confi
dence. As an individual, he has earned a high reputation 
for truth, courage, candor, morals, and amiability; so that, 
as a man, he is most trustworthy. And in this particular, 
he is more entitled to our esteem than some other men, his 
equals, who had far better opportunities and aids in early 
life. llis talents, and the will to use them to the best ad
vantage, are unquestionable; and the proof is found in the 
fact thut, in every position in life, from his humble begin
ning to his present well-earned elevation, he has more than 
fulfilled the best hopes of his friends. And now, in the full 
vigor of his manhood, and in t.he honest pride of having 
made himself what he is, he is the peer of the first man of 
the nation, well n.ble to sustain himself and advance his 
cause, against any adversary, and in any field, where mind 
and knowledge are the weapons used. 

In politics he has but acted out the principle of his 
own moral and intellectual <:haracter. He has not con
cealed his thoughts nor hicldtn his light under a bushel. 
With the boldness of conscious rectitude and the frank
ness of downright honesty, he has not failed to avow bis 
opinions of public affairs upon all fitting occasions. 

This I know may subject him to the carping censure 
of that class of politici,tns who mistake cunning for wis
dom and falsehood for ingenuity; but such men as Lin
coln must act in keeping With their own characters, and 
hope for success only by advancing the truth prudently 
ancl. maintaining it bravely. All his old political ante
cedents are, in my judgment, exactly right., being square 
up to the old Whig standard. And as to bis views about 
"the pestilent negro quest ion,'' I am not aware that he 
has gone one step beyond the doctrines publicly and 
habitually avowed by the great lights of the Whig party, 
Clay, Webster, and their fellows, and indeed sustained 
and carried out by the Democrats themselves, in their 
wi~er and better days. 

The following, I suppose, are in brief his opinions up
on that subject: 1. i::ilavery is a domestic institution 
within the Stat,es which choose to have it, and it exists 
within those States beyond the control of Congress. 
2. Congress has supreme lP,gislative power over :i.ll the 
'l'erritories, and may, at its discretion, allow or forbid the 
existence of Slavery within them. 3. Congress, in wis
dom and sound policy, ought not so to exercise· its power, 
directly or indirectly, as to plant and establish Slavery 
In any Territory t.heretofore free. 4. And. that it is unwise 
and impolitic in the Government of the United States, to 
acquire tropical regions for the mere purpose of convert
ing them into Slave States. 

These, I believe, are lllr. Lincoln's opinions upon the 
matter of Slavery in the Territories, and I concur in 
them. They are no new inventions, made to suit the ex
igencies of the hour, but have come clown to us, as the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution have, 
sanctioned by the venernble authority of the wise and 
good men who established our institutions. '!.'hey are 
conformable to law, principle and wise policy, and their 
utility is proven in practice by the as yet unbroken cur
rent of our political history. 'l'hey will prevail, not only 
because they are right in themselves, but also because a 
great and still growing majority of the peopie believe 
them to be right; and the sooner they are allowed to 
prevail in peace and harmony, the better for all con
cerned, as well those who are against them as thooe who 
are for them. 

I am a11are that sma.lll partisans, in their little warfare 
against opposing leaders, do so-netimes assail them by 
the trick of tearing from their contexts some particular 
objectionable phrases, penned, perhaps, in the hurry of 
composition, or spoken in the heat of oral debate, and 

holding them up to the public as the leading doctrines 
of the person assailed, and drawing from them their own 
uncharitable inferences. '!.'bat line of attack betrays a 
little mind conscious of its weakne5s, for the falsity of its 
logic is not more apparent than the injustice of its de
signs. No public man can stand that ordeal, and, how
ever willing men may be to see it applied to their adver
saries, all flinch from the torture when applied to them
selves. In fact, the man who never said a foolish thing, 
will hardly be able to prove that he ever said many wise 
ones. 

I consider l\Ir. Lincoln a sound, safe, national man. Re 
could not be sectional if he tried. Dis birth, educatio11, 
the habits of bis life, and his geographical position, com
pel him to be national. All his feelings and interest are 
identified with the great valley of the l\fo;sissippi, near 
whose centre he has spent his whole life. '!.'he valley is 
not a section, but, conspicuously, the body of the nation, 
and, large as it is, it is not capable of being divided into 
sections, for the great river cannot be divided. It is one 
and indivisible, and the North and the South are alike 
necessary to its comfort and prosperity. lts people, too, 
in all their interests and affections, are as broad and 
general as the regions they inhabit. '!.'hey are emigrants, 
a mixed multitude, coming from every State in the l'nion, 
and from most countries in Europe; they are unwilling, 
therefore, to submit to any one petty local standard~ 
They love the nation as a whole, and they love all its 
parts, for they are bound to them all, not only by a feel
ing of common interest and mutual dependence, but aim 
by the r ecollections of childhood and youth, by blood and 
friendship, and by all those social and domestic charities 
which sweeten life, and make this world worth Hving in. 
The valley is beginning to feel its polver, and will soon be 
strong enough to dictate the law of the land. ·whenever 
that state of things shall come to pass, it will be roost 
fortunate for the nation to find the powers of Government 
lodged in the hands of men whose habits of thought, 
whose position and surrounding circumstances, constrain 
them to use those powers for general ancl not sectional 
ends. 

I give my opinion freely in favor of Mr. Lincoln, and I 
hope that for the good of the whole country, he may _be 
elected. But it is not my intention to take any active 
part in the canva5s. For many years past, I have had 
little to do with public affairs, and have aspired to no 
political office; and now, in view of the mad ex.citem~nt 
which convulses the country, and the general d1srupt10n 
and disorder of parties and the elements which compose 
them I am more than ever assured that for me, person
ally, there is no political fut.ure, and I accept the condi
tion with cheerful satisfaction. Still, I cannot discharge 
myself from the life-long duty to watch the ~onduct of 
men in po"·er, ancl to resist, so far as a mer~ pnva~e man 
may, the fearful progress of official corrupt10n, which f~r 
several years past has sadly marred and defiled the fall' 
fabric of our Government. 

If J\Ir. Lincoln should be elected, coming in as a new 
man at the head of a young party never before in power, 
he may render a o-rea,t service to his country, which no 
Democrat could re~der. Ile can march strRight forward 
in the discharge of his high duties, guided only by his own 
good jucll'ment and honest purposes, without any nece55ity 
to temporize with established abuses, to wink at the delin
quencies of old party friends, or to unlearn and discard 
the bacl oll1cial habits that have grown up under the mis
government of his Democratic predecessors. In short, he 
can be an honest and bold r eformer on easier and cheaper 
terms tlrnn any Democratic President can be- for, in pro
ceeding in the good work of cleansing and purifyin_g the 
administrative departments, he will have no occas10n to 
expose the vices, assail the interests, or thwart the ambi
tion of his political friends. 

Begging your pardon for tl:e length of this letter, I 
remain, with great respect, your fri~nd and obedient 
servaut, 

Enw ARD B.1.TES. 
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THE MONROE DOCTRINE. 
So much bas been wildly said of what is 

termed the " Monroe Doctrine,'' in regard to the 
influence of European Powers on this continent, 
tliat we publish exactly what President Monroe 
S>lid on the subject. We copy from the Seventh 
1\ nn ual ;\fessa,ge of Mr. Monroe, dated December 
2, 1823: 

"It was stated, at the commencement of the last session. 
that a great effort was then making in Spain and Portugai' 
to improve the condition of the people of those countries, 
and that it appeared to be conducted with extraordinary 
moderntion. It need scarcely be remarked that tlie re
sult has been, so far, very different from what was then 
anticipated. Of events in that quarter of the globe, with 
which we have so much intercourse, and from which we 
derive our origin, we have always been anxious and in
t erested ~pectatol'a. 'l'he citizens of the United States 
cherish sentiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty 
and happiness of their fellow-men on that side of the 
Atlantic. In the wars of the European powers, in matters 
r elating to themselves, we have never taken any part, 
nor does it comport with our policy so to do. It is only 
when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced, that 
we r esent injuries or make preparation for our defense. 
With the movements in this 'hemisphere we are of neces
sity more immediately connected, and by causes which 
roust be obvious to all enlightenP.d and impartial obser
vers. 'l'he political system of the allied powers is essen
tially different in this respect from that of America. 
This difference proceeds from that which exists in their 
respective governments. And to the defense of our own, 
which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and 
t reasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most 
enlightened ciLizens, anrl under which we have enjoyed 
unexampled felicit.y, this whole nation is devoted. We 
owe it, therefure, to ca.ndor, and to the amicable relations 
existing between the United States and those powers to 
declare, that we should consider any attemp.t on theit· 
part to extend their system to any portion of this hemi
sphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With the 
existing colonies or dependencies of any European power 
we have not interfered, and shall not interfere. But with 
t he governments who have declared their independence, 

and maintained it, and whose indepen.lence we have, on 
great consideration, and on just principles, acknowledged. 
we could not view any interposition for the purpose of 
oppressing them, or controlling in any other mnnner thei1· 
destiny, by any European power, in any other light than 
as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward 
the United St><tes. In the war between t.hese new govern
ments a11d Spain, we declared our neutrality at the time 
of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and 
shall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur, 
which in the judgment of the competent authorities of this 
Government, shall make a corresponding change on the 
part of the United St.ates indispensable to their security. 

"'l'he late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe 
is still unsettled. Of this import.ant fact no stronger proof 
can be adduced than that the allied powers should have 
thought it proper, on a principle satisfactory to them
selves, to have interposed by force in the internal concerns 
of Spain. 'l'o what extent such interposition may be car
ried, on the same pl'inciple, is a question to which all 
independent powers, whose governments differ from 
theirs, are interested-even those most remote, and surely 
none more so than the United States. Our policy in re
gard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of 
the wars which have so long agitated that quartet· of the 
globe, neverthel°"ss remains the same, which is, not to 
interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers; to 
consider the Government, de facto, as the legitimate 
Government for us; to cultivate friendly relations with it, 
and to preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and 
m:inly policy; meeting, in all instances, the just claims of 
every vower, submitting to injuries from none, But in 
regard to these continents, circumstances are eminently 
and conspicuously different. It is impossible that the 
allied powers should extend their political system to any 
po rtion of either continent without endangering our 
peace and happiness; nor can any one believe that our 
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of 
theit· own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, 
that we should behold such interposition, in any form, 
with indifference. If we look to the comparative strength 
and resources of Spain and those new Governments, aurl 
thei r distance from each other, it must be obvious that 
she can never subdue them. It is still the true policy of 
the United States to leave the pa.rties to themselves, in 
the hope that other powers will pursue the same course." 

_.._ 
STATES AND STATES:MEN ON THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 

WISCONSIN FOR FREE SOIL. 

T HE following resolutions were adopted by 
the Wisconsin (Democratic) Legislature in 1848, 
with only three dissenting votes in the Senate 
nnd five iu the House : 

lVhereM, Slavery is an evil of the first. magnitude, 
morally and politically, and whatever may be the 
consequences, it is our duty to prohibit its extension in 
all cases where such prohibition is allowed by the Con
stitution: Therefore, 

Reso!Jved, Ily the Senate and Assembly of the State of 
Wisconsin, that the introduction of Slavery into this 
country is to be deeply deplored; that its extension 
OU"'bt to be prohibited by every constitutional barrier 
witt1in the power of Congress; that in the admission of 
new territory into the Union, there ought to be an in
hibitory provision against its introduction, unless clearly 
and unequivocally admitted by the Constitution-inas
much as in all cases of doubtful coustruction, the Rights 
of !11an and the cause of Liberty ought to prevail. 

Reso!Jved, 'l'hat our Senators in Congress be, and they 
a re hereby, instructed, and our Representatives are re
auested to use their influence to inser t into the organic 
act for. the government of any new territory already 
acquired or he1 eafter to be acquired, that is now free, an 
ordiuance forever prohibit.ing the introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude into said territory ex-

cept as a punishment for cl'ime, of which t.he party shall 
have been duly convicted according to law. 

Reso!Jved, 'l'hat His Excellency the Governor is here· 
by requested immediately to forward a copy of the fore
going resolutions to each of onr Senators and Represen
tatives, to be by them laid before Congress. 

TIIE DEMOCRACY OF MAINE FOR TIIE WILMOT 

PROVISO. 

Resolutions adopted by a Convention of the 
Democratic party of Maine, in June, 1849: 

Reso!Jved, That the institution of human Slavery is at 
variance with the theory of our government, abhorrent 
to the common sentiments of mankind, and fraught with 
danger to all who come within the sphere of its influence, 
that the Federal Government possesses adequate power 
to inhibit its existence in the 'l'erritories of !.lie Union; 
and that we enjoin upon our Senators and Representa
tives in Congress to make every exertion and employ all 
their influence to procure the passage of a Jaw forever 
excluding Slavery from the Territories of California and 
New-Mexico. 

DELAWARE FOR FREE TERRITORY. 

The following preamble and resolution were 
adopted by the Legislature of Delaware iu 
1847: 
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MR. WEBSTER AGAINST SLAVERY EXTENSION, Whereas, A crisis has arriv~d in the public affairs of I 
the Nation, which requires the free anrl. full expression of 
the people, through their legal representatives; and I In the United States Senate, in An"'., 1848, 
Whereas, The u.nited States is at war with the Republic .Jlr. 'Vebster in speakin"' on the bill to ~r"'<rnize 
of lllex1co, occasioned by the Annexation of 'J'exas, with , . ' o . . o .. 
a view to the addition of Slave Territory to our country, the re1T1tory of Oregou With a clause proh1b1t
and the extendi11g of Slave power in our Union; and inO' Siu.very said: 
Whereas, In the opinion of the Genernl Assembly, such 0 

' 

acquisitions are hostile to the spirit of our Free Insti- The question now is, whether it is not competent to 
tu tions, an<! contrary to sound morality; therefore be it Congress, in the exercise of a fair ancl just d'scretion, to 

Resolved, By the ::>enate and House of Representatives say that, considering that there have been five slaYe· 
of the State of Delaware in Genernl Assembly met., 'l'hat holding States (Louisiana, Jo'loridn, Arkansns, lllissouri 
our Senators and Representatives in Congi·ess are hereby and Texas) added to the Union out of foreign acqu1si
r equested to vote against the _annexation of any Territory tions, and as yet only one Free Stat e, whether, under this 
to our Union, which shall not thereafter be forever free state of things, it is unreasonable and unjust in the 
from Slavery. slightest degree to limit their farther exten,ion? 'l'hn.t is 

the question. I see no injustice in it. As to the po1rer 
MASSACIIUSETTS AGAI~ST SLAVERY. of Congress I have nothing to add to what I said the 

Th f 11 · 1 · d l other day. I have said that I .shall consent to no E;ir 
e o owmg reso ut10n was passe by t 1c tension of the area of Slavery on this ConUnent, 1101 

Legislature of Massachusetts in 1847, in con- any increase of Slave Representation in the othe1 
nection with others on the subject of the Mexi- House of Con(Jress. 

can war. MILL ARD FIL L M 0 RE' s v IE w s . 
Resolved, That our attention is directed anew to the 

wrong :ind "enormity" of Slavery, and to the tyrnnny 
and usurpntion of the "Slave Power,'' as displayed in the 
history of our country, pai·ticularly in the annexation of 
Texas, and the present war with l\lexico, and that we are 
impresse<l with the unalterable condition, that a regard 
for the fair fame of our country, for the principle of 
morals, and for that righteousness that exalteth a nation, 
sanctions anrl r equires all constitution al efforts for the 
destruction of the unjust influence of the Slave power, 
and for the abolition of Slavery within the limits of the 
United States, 

TIIE WHIGS OF MASSACHUSETTS AGAINST 

SLAVERY. 

The Massachusetts State Convention, held at 
Springfield, in the latter part of the month of 
September, 18-±7, and at which Daniel vVebster 
was nominated as a candidate for the Presi
dency, passed the following among other re
solutions: 

R esoV/Jed, That the war with J\Iexico-the predicted, if 
no t the legitimate offspring, of the annexation of 'l'exas
begun in a palpable violation of the Constitution, and 
the usurpation of the powers of Congress by the Presi 
dent, and carried on in reckless indifference and disregard 
of the blood anu treasure of the Nation-can have no 
object which can be effectecl by the acquisition of l\Iexi
can territory, under the circumstance of the country
unless under adequate securit ies for the protection of 
human liberty-can have no other probable r esult than 
the ultimate ad vancernent of the sectional supremacy of 
the Slave Power. 

After recommending "Peace with Mexico, 
without di5mernberment," and" No addition of 
Mexican Territories to the American Union," 
the Convention 

Resolt1.'ed, '!'hat if this course should be rejected and the 
war shall be prosecuted to the final subjection or dismem
berment of !llexico, the Whigs of 111 assachusetts now de
clare, and put this declaration of purpose on r ecord, that 
l\Iassachusetts will never consent that l\Iexican 'l'errit ory, 
however acquired, sha.11 become a part of the American 
Union, unle;;s on the unalterable condition that "there 
shall be neither Slavery nor Involuntary Servitude therein, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crime." 

Resolved, '!'h at in making this declaration of her pur
pose, Massachusetts announces no new principle of action 
in regard to her sister Soates. and makes no new applica
tion of principles already acknowledged. Sl1e merely 
states the great American principle embodied in our De
claration 'of lodepenclence-the political equality of per
sons in the civil state; the principles adopted in the legis
lation of the States under the Confederation, and some
times by the Constitution-in the admission of all the 
new States formed from the only Territory belonging to 
the Union at the adortion of th e Constitution-it is, in 
short, the imperishable principle set forth in the ever 
memorable Ordinance of 1787, which has for more than 
half a century been the fundamental lnw of human 
liberty in the great valley of the Lakes, the Ohio, and 
the l\Iissi sippi, with what brilliant success, and with what 
unparalleled results, let the great. and growing States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, lllichigan, and Wisconsin, answer 
and declare. 

His Bu.ffalo Letter of 1838 . 
BUFF.ALO, OcL. 17, 18.'IB. 

Sm: Your communication of the 13th inst., as chairman 
of the committee appointed by" 'The Anti-Slavery Society 
of the County of Erie," has just come to hand. You solicit 
my answer to the following interrogatories: 

1st. Do you belie,·e that petitions to Congress, on the 
subject of Slavery and the Slave-trade, ought to be re
ceived, read, and respectfully considered by the r ep:csen
tatives of the people? 

2d. Are you opposed to the annexation of Texas to this 
Union under any circumstances, so long as slaves are held 
therein? 

3d. Are you in favor of Congress exercising all the 
power it possesses to abolish the Internal Slave-trade be· 
tween the States? 

4th. Are you in favor of immediate legislation for the 
Abolition of Slavery in the District of Columbia? 

Answer.-! am much engaged, and have no time to 
enter into argument, or explain at length my reasons for 
my opinions. I shall therefore coutenf myself, for the 
present, by answering all your interrogatories in the affir
mative, and leave for some future occasion a more ex
tended discussion on the subject. 

I would, however, take this occasion to say, that in thus 
frankly giving my opinion, I would not de,ire to have it 
understood in the nature of a pledge. At the same time 
that I seek no disguise, but freely give my sentiments on 
any subject of interest to those for whose su1Trages I am a 
candidate, I am opposed to giving any pledge that shall 
deprive me hereafter of all discretionary power. My ow1t 
character must be the guaranty for the general correct
ness of my legislative deportment. On every importimt 
subject I am bound to deliberate before I act, and espe· 
cially as a legislator, to possess myself of all the infonna: 
tion, and listen to every argument that can be adduced 
by my associates, before I give a final vote. If I stand 
pledged to a particular course of action, I cease to be a 
responsible agent, but I become a mere machine. Should 
subsequent events show, beyond all doubt, that the cours~ 
I had become pledged to pursue was ruinous to my con
stituents and disgraceful to myself, I have no alternat.ive, 
no opportunity for r epent1l.nce, and there is no power to 
absolve me from my obligation. Hence the impropriety, 
not to say absurdity, in my view, of giving a pledge. 

I am aware that you have not asked my pleclge, and i 
believe I know your sound judgment and good sense too 
well to think you desire any such thing. It was, however, 
to prevent any misrepresentation on the part of others, 
that I have felt it my duty thus much on this subject. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
l\1ILLARD FILL~IORE. 

W. Mills, Esq., chairman. 

MR. FILLl!ORE'S ALBANY SPEECH 0}' 1856. 

Tbe following is Mr. Fillmore's speech, de
livered at Albany, in July, 1856 : 

Mr. JJiay01· and Fellow-Citizens: This overwhelming 
demonstration of congratulation and welcome almo8t de
prives me of the power of speech. ll ere, nearly thirty 
years ago, I commenced my political career. In this 
building I first saw a legislative body in session; but at 
that time it never entered into th e aspirntions of my 
heart that I ever should receive such a welcome as this 
in the capital of my native State. 

You have been pleased, sir, to allude to my former 
services and my probable course if J ~h<>uld again be 
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called to the position of Chief l\1a.,.istrate of the nation. I think we would submit to it? No, not for a moment. 
It is not pleasant to speak of one~ self, yet I trust that And do you believe that your Southern brethren are less 
the occasion will justify me in briefly alluding to one or J sen~itiv.e on this subject than you are, or less jealous of 
two events connected with my administration. You all thell' nghts? If you do, let me tell yon that you are 
know that when I was called to the Executive chair by a mistaken. And, therefore, you must see that if this sec
bereavement which shrouded a nation in mourning, that tional party succeeds, it leads inevitably to the destruc
the country was unfortunately agitated from one end to tion of this beautiful fabric reared by our forefathers, ce
the other upon the all-exciting subject of Slavery. It mented by lheir blood, and bequeathed to us as a price
was then, sir, that I felt it my duty to rise above every less inlieritan~c. 
sectional prejudice, and look to the welfare of the whole I tell you, my friends, that I feel deeply, and there
nation. I was compelled to a certain extent to overcome fore 1 speak earnestly on this subject (cries of·' you're 
Jong-cherished prejudices, and disrP,gard party claims. right!") for I feel that you are in danger. I am deter
But in doing this, sir, I did no more than was done by mined to make a clean breast of it. I will wash my 
many abler and better men than myself. I was by no hands of the consequences, whatever they may be; and 
means the sole instrument, under Providence, in har- I tell you that we are treading upon the brink of a vol
monizing these difficult.ies. 'l'here were at that time cano, that is liable at any moment to burst forth and 
noble, independent, high-souled men in both Houses of overwhelm the nation. I might, by soft words, inspire 
Congress, belonging to both the great political parties of delusive hopes, and thereby win votes. But I can never 
the country-\\'l1igs and Democrats-who spurned the consent to be one thing to the North and another to tht. 
dictat(on of selfish party leaders and rallied around my South. I should despise myself, if I could be guilty of 
administration in Support of th~ great measures which such duplicity. For my conscience would exclaim, with 
restored peace to an agitated and distract.ed country. the dramatic poet: 
Some of these have gone to their eternal rest, with the " Is there not some chosen curse, 
blessings of their country on their heads, but othera yet Some hidden thunder in the stores of heaven, 
survive, deserving the benediction and honors of a Red with un.common wrath, .to blast Lh,e man?" 
grateful people. By the blessings of Divine Providence, Who owes his greatness to b.is countr! s nun . 
our efforts were crowned with si.,.nal success and when In the language of the lamented, but immortal Clay: 
I left the Presidential chair, the Zvhole natio~ was pros- "I had rather be rili'ht than be President!" . . 
perous and contented, and our relations with all foreign It seems to me 1mposs1ble that those engaged m tlus 
nations were of. the most amicable kind. 'l'he cloud that can have contemplated the awful consequences of suc
hung upon the horizon was dissipated. Bnt where are cess. If it breaks asund.er the bonds of our Union, an.d 
we now? Alas! threat,ened at home with civil war, and ~preads anarchy and c1v1l war through the land, what JS 

from abroad with a rupturn of our peaceful relations. I it less than moral .treason? Law and common sense 
shall not seek to trace the causes of this change. These h?ld a man responsible for the natural consequence of 
are the facts, and it is fo1· you to ponder upon them Of his ac~s, and must not those whose acts tend to the d~
the present Administration I have nothing to say, for I struct10n of the Government, be equally held respons1-
know and can appreciate the difficulties of administering ble? . . . . 
this government, and if the present Executive and his . And let me als.o .add, t.hat when this Umon 1s dissolved, 
supporters have with good intentions and honest hearts it w1~l not be divided 1;:it.o two republtcs, or two m?n
made a mistake, I hope God may forgive them as I freely arch1es, but be broken mto fragments, and at war with 
do. But, if there be those who have broul!'ht these cal- each Qther. 
amities upon the country for selfish or ambitious objects, 
it is your dut.y, fellow-citizens, to hold them to a strict 
responsibility. 

'l'he agitation which disturbed the peace of the coun
try in 11:>50, was unavoid1tble. It was brought upon us 
by the acquisition of ne1v territory, for the government 
of which it was necessary to provide territorial organi
zation. But it is for you to say whether the present agi
t ation, whieh distracts the country antl threatens us with 
civil war, has not been recklessly and wantonly pro
duced, by the adoption of a measure to aid personal ad
vancement rather than in any public good. 

Sir, you have been pleased to say, that I have the 
Union of these States at heart; this, sir, is most true, ·fo r 
if there be one ol.Jject dearer to me than any other, it is 
the unity, prosperity, and glory of this great republic; 
and I confess frankly, sir, that I fear it is in Janger. I 
say nothing of any particular section, much less of the 
several candidates before the people. I presume they 
are all honorable men. But, sir, what do we see ? An 
exasperated feeling between the North and the South, on 
the most exciting of all topics, resulting in bloodshed 
aud organized military array. 

But this is not all, sir. We see a political party pre
senting canditlates for the Presidency and Vice-Presi
dency, selected for the first time from the Free States 
alon0, with the avowed purpose of electing these candi
date,, by suffrages of one part of the Union only, to rule 
ovet· the whole United States. Can it be possible that 
those who are engaged in such a measure can have s<!t'i
ously reflectetl upon the consequences which must inevi
tably follow, in case of success? Can they have tlte 
madness or the folly to believe that our Soul hern breth
r en woald submit to be governed by such a Chief l\Iagis
trate? Would he be required to follow the same rule 
prescribed by those who elected him, in making his ap
pointments? If a man Ii ving south of ,\Jason and Dixon's 
line be not wortl1y to be !:'resident or Vice-President, 
would it be proper to select one from the same quarter 
as one of his cabinet council or to represent the nation 
in a foreign country? Or, indeed, to collect the reveuu-e, 
or admimster the Jaws of the United States? If not, 
what new rule is the President to adopt in selecting men 
for office, that the people themselves discard in selecting 
him? 'l'hese are serious, but practical questions, and in 
order to appreciate them fully, it is only necessary to 
turn the tables upon ourselves. Suppose that the South, 
having a majority of the electoral votes, should declare 
that they would only have slaveholders for President 
anJ Vice-Presitlent, and should ek1,;t such by their ex
ciusi ve suffrages to rule over us at the No•·th. Do you 

MR. FILLMORE'S LETTER TO .A. NEW-YORK UNION 

MEETING JN 1859. 

The following is an extract from a letter of 
Mr. Fillmore, (dated Dec. 16, 185\J), in reply to 
an invitation to attend a Union Meeting at 
Cooper Institute, N cw-York. 

But it seems to me that if my opinions are of any im
portance to my countrymen, they now hav e them in a 
much more responsible and sat.sfllctory form than I 
could give them by participating in the proceedings of 
any meeting. My sentiments on this unfortunate ques
tion of slavery, and the constitutional rights of tlte South 
in regard to it, have not changed since they were made 
manifest to the whole country by the performance of a 
painful duty in approving and enforcing the .Fugitive 
i:ilave La11·. What the Constitution gives I would con
cede at every sacrifice. I would not seek to enjoy its 
benefits without sharing its burclens aud its responsibili
ties. I know of no other rule of politkal r ight or expedi
ency. 'l'hose were my sentiments then-they are my 
sentiments now. I stand by the Coustitution of my 
country at every hazard, antl am prepared to maintain 
it at every sacrifice. 

Here I might stop; but since I have yielded to the im
pulse to writ.e, I will not hesitate to express, very brieOy, 
my views on one or two eYents which have occurred 
since I retired from office, and which, in all probability, 
have given rise to your meeting. This I cannot do intel
ligibly, without a brief reference to some events which 
occul'red during my administration. 

All must remember that in l:l-!9 and 1850, the country 
was severely agitated ou this disturbing question of 
Slavery. 'l'hat contest grew out of tlrn acquisition 
of new territory from l\Iexico, and a contest between the 
North and South as to whether Slavery shoultl be toler
ated in any part of that Territory. lllixed up with this, 
was a claim on the part of the slavehclding tltates, that 
the provision of the Constitution for the rendition of 
fugitives from service should be made available, as the 
law of 1793 on that subject, which depended chiefly on 
St.ate officers for its execution, had become inoperative, 
because State officers were not obliged to perform that 
duty. • 

After a severe struggle, which threatened the integrity 
of the Union, Congress finally passctl laws sett.ing these 
questions; and the Government and the people for a 
time seemed to acquiesce in that omn,m'omi~e us a final 
settle1u~nt of this exciting question; and ic is exceedingly 
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lo be regretted that mistaken ambition or the hope of J is a gi:eat curse-?ne of the greatest evils that ??uld have 
promoting a party triumph should have tempted any I been rnterwoven mto our system. I, Mr. Chauma~, am 
~ne to raise this question again. But in an. evil hour this I one of those whom these poor wretches call master, I do 
Pandora's box of Slavery was again opened by what I not task them; I feed and clothe them well; but yet, 
conceive to be an unjustifiable attempt to force Slavery alas! sir, they are slaves, and Slavery is a curse in a~y 
into Kansas by a repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and shape. It is, no doubt, true that there are persons m 
the floods of evils now swelling and threatening to over- Europe far more degraded than our slaves, wo:·se feel, 
throw the Constitution, and sweep away the foundation worse clothed, etc.; \Jut, sir, this is far from pronng that 
of the Government itself, and deluge this land with fra- negroes ought to be slaves. . 
ternal blood, may all be traced to this unfortunate act. John Randolph, of Vir:dnia.-Sir, I envy ne1.ther the 
Whatever might have been the motive, few acts have head nor heart of that man from the North who nses here 
ever been so barren of good, and so fruitful of evil. to defend Slavery upon principle. 

EDWARD EVERETT'S OPINIONS ON SLAVERY. MR. CAMilRlcLENG's VIEWS. 

THE following is an extract of a speech of Churchill C. Cambreleng, of N. Y., (formerly of N. C.) 
Mr. Everett, delivered in the House ofRepresen- -The gentleman from Massachusetts has gone too ~ar. 

(s B , .A ·a He has expressed opinions which ought not to escape w1th-
tatives, March 9, 1826. ee en ton S bn g- out animadversion. I heard them with equal surprise and 
ment of Congressional Debates, vol. 8, page regret. I was astonished to hear him declare that Slavery 
711.) -domestic Slavery-say what you will, is a condition of 

life, as well as any other, to be justified by morality, rel.i
gion, and international Jaw; and when at the close of his 
opinion he solemnly declared that this was his confession 
of faith, I lamented, sincerely lamented, that 

Having touched upon this point, I ought, perhaps, to 
add that, if th ere are any members in this House of that 
class of politicians to whom the gentleman from North 
Carolina llllr. Saunders) alluded, as having the disposition, 
though not the power, to disturb the compromise contained 
in the Constitution on this point, I am not of the number. 
Neither am I one of those citizens of the North, to whom 
another honorable gentleman referred, in a publication to 
which his name was subscribed, who would think it im
moral and irreligious to join in putting down a servile in
sunection at the South: I am no soldier, sir; my habits 
and education are very unmilitary, but there is no cause 
in which I would sooner buckle a knapsack to my back, 
and put a musket on my shoulder, than that. I would 
cede the whole continent to any one who would take it
to England, to France, to Spain; I would see it sunk in 
the bottom of the ocean before I would see any part of 
this fair America converted into a continental Hayti, by 
that awful process of bloodshed and desolation, by which 
alone sueh a catastrophe could be brought on. The great 
relation (1f servitude, in some form or other, with greater 
or less departure from the theoretic equality of man, is 
inseparable from our nature. I know of no way by which 
the form of this servitude shall be fixed, but pdlitical insti
tution. Domestic Slavery-though, I confess, not that 
form of servitude which seems to be the most beneficial to 
the master-certainly not that. which is most beneficial to 
the servant-is not, in my ju~ 1' ~nt, to be set down as an 
immoral and irreligious relar' I cannot admit that re
ligion has but one mice to the slavEl, and that this voice 
is," Rise against your Master." No, sir; the New Testa
ment says, "Slaves, obey your Masters;" and, though I 
know full well that, in the benignant operation of Chris
tianity, which gathered master and slave around the same 
communion-table, this unfortunate institution disappeared 
in Europe, yet I cannot admit that, while it subsists, and 
where it subsists, its duties are not presupposed and sanc
tioned by religion. I certainly am not called upon to 
meet the charges brought against this institution, yet truth 
obliges me to sa~ a word more on the subject. I know 
the condition of ''or king classes in other countries; I am 
intimately acquainted with it in some other countries, and 
I have no hesitation in saying that I believe the slaves in 
this country are better clothed and fed, and less hardly 
worked than the peasantry of some of the most prosper
ous Stdtes of the continent of Europe. Consider the 
checks on population. What keeps population down? 
Poverty, want, starvation, disease, and all the ills of life; 
it is these that check population all over the world. Now, 
the slave population of the United States increases faster 
than the white, masters included. What is the inference 
as to the pbysicn,l condition of the two classes of society? 
'J'hese are opinions I have long entertained, and long 
since publicly professed on this subject, and which I here 
repeat in answer to the intimations to which I have al
ready alluded. nut, sir, when Slavery comes to enter 
into the Constitution as a political element-when it comes 
to affect the distribution of power amongst the States of 
the Union that is a matter of agreement. If I make an 
an-reement on this subject, I will adhere to it like a man; 
b~t I will protest against any inferences being made from 
it like that which was made by the honorable mover of 
these resolutions. I will protest against popularity, as 
well as votes, being increased by the ratio of three-fifths 
of the Slaves. 

MR. MITCHELL'S vrnws. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Tennessee.-Sir, I do not go the length 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and hold that the 
existence of Slavery in this country is almost a blessing. 
On the contrnry, I am firmly settled in the opinion that it 

-- "Star-eved Science should have wandered there 
To bring us back the message of despair." 

If sir among the wild visions of German philosophy I 
hdd e../er reached conclusions like this ; if in the Auhe of 
Gottingen I had ever persuaded myself to adopt a politi
cal maxim so hostile to liberal institutions and the rights 
of mankind, I would have locked it up forever in the dark
est chambers of my mind. Or if my zeal had been too 
ardent for my discretion, this place, at least, should never 
have been the theatre of my eloquence. No, sir, if such 
had been my doctrines I would have turned my back for
ever on my native land. Following the course of "the 
dark rolling Danube," and cutting my way across the 
Euxine I would have >isited a well-known market of Con
stantinbple and there preached my doctrine amidst the 
rattling ch~ins of the wretched captives. Nay, sir, I 
would have gone from thence, and laid my forehead upon 
the footstool of the Sultan, and besought him to set liis 
foot upon my neck, as the recreant citizen of a recreant 
Republic. 

EDWARD EVER I<; TT ON GEOGRAPHICAL PAR Tl F:S. 

)3ut sir I am not prepared to admit that geogrnphicnl 
partie

1

s a~e the greatest evil this country has to fear. 
Party of all kinds, in its excess, is certainly tl!e bane o_f 
our institutions; and I will not take up the time of this 
Committee by disputing which is most deleterious, arsenic 
or laudanum. It is enough that they are both fatal. The 
evil of geogi·aphical parties is, that they tend to sever the 
Union. 'l'he evil of domestic parties is, that they render 
the Union not worth having. I remember the time, sir, 
though I was but a boy, when under the influence of do
mestic parties, near neighbors did not speak; when olcl 
acquaintances glared at each other as they passed il1 the 
streets· when you might wreak on a man all the bitterness 
of you; personal and private enmity, and grind him into 
the dust, if you had the power, and say, he is a Democrat, 
he is a Federalist; he deserves it. Yes, sir, when party 
spirit pursued its victim from the halls of legislation, from 
the forum, from the n:arket-place, to what should lJe the 
sanctuary of the fireside, and filled hen,rts that would have 
bled to spare each other a pang, with coldness and es
tran a-ement. Talk not to me of your geographical parties. 
Thete does not live the man, I thank God, on eart11, to
ward whom I have an unkind emotion-one whose riglits 
I would ilwade, whose feelings I would wound. But if 
there ever should be a man to whom I should stand in 
that miserable relation, I pray that mountains may rise, 
that rivers may roll between us-that he may never cross 
my path nor I llis to turn the sweetness of human 1rnture 
into bitt~rness ancl gall in both our bosoms.-Speeoh in 
the Jlouse of Representatwes, 1826.-Benton's De
bates, vol. 8, p. 713. 

MR. EVERETT'S VIEWS IN 1837 and 39. 

Oct. 14th, 1837, Hon. ·wm. Jackson, of New
ton, Mass., wrote to Mr. Everett a long letter 
containing the following questions: 

Do justice humanity, and sound policy, alike re· 
quire that th~ slaves of this country should be emanci· 
pated? . 

Is it the right and duty of the citizens of the non
slaveholding St[1tes to require of the General Govern· 
ment the abolition of Slavery in the District of Co
lumbia? 
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Is it jt1st or safe, with regard to our foreign relations f it. I will only say, that if, at this moment, when an all
and domestic coil'lpact, to admit Texas into the Union? important experiment is in train, to abolish 8lavery by 

pe:w1i.eful and legal means in the British West Indies, 
MR. EVERETT'S REPLY. I tht!'Vnited States, instead of imitating their example, or 

• even awaiting the result, should rush into a policy of 
BosroN, 31st October, 183 · I giving au indefinite extension to Slavery over a vast 

Sm: I hftve duly received your communication of the rel{ion incorporated into the ir Union, we should stand 
14th inst., in which you desire to be furnbhed with my condemned before th e civilized world. It would be vain 
views on certain questions therein propounded. Under to expect to gain credit for any further professions of a 
other circumstances, I should deem it proper to preface willingness to be rid of Slavery as soon as possible. No 
my answer with some preliminary remarks, but my en- extenuation of its exiotence, on the ground of its having 
gagements at the present time compel me to reply as been forced upon the country in its colonial state, would 
concisely as possible. any longer avail us. It would be thought, and thought 

In answer to the first question, I observe, that Slavery justly, that lust of power and lust of gold had made us 
being, by universal admission, a social, political, and deaf to the voice of humanity and justice. We should 
moral evil of the first magnitude, it is required by jus- be self-convicted of the enormous crime of having vo
tice, humanity, and sound policy that the slaves should Juntarily gi\·en the greatest possible enlargement to an 
be emancipated by those having constitutionally the el'il, which, in con cert with the 1 est of mankind, we 
power to effect that object, as soon as it can ~~ done had affected to deplore, and that at. a tim e when tho 
peacefully, and in a manner to better the cond1t10n of public sentiment of the civilized world, more than at 
the emancipated. I believe the most .considerate por- any former period, is aroused to its magnitude. 
t:on of the people of the United States, m every quarter, '.L'here are other objectio11s to the measure drawn from 
unite in this sentiment; and you are aware that the its bearing on our foreign relations; but it is unneccs
most eminent Southern names can be cited in its sup- sary to discuss them. 
port. I am, sir, respectfully, 

In reply to the second question, I would remark, that Your obedient servant, 
all the considerations in favor of emancipation in the EDWARD EVBt!ETT. 
States, apply with equal force to the District of Co- Rox. WILLIAM J A.CKSOX, 
lumbia. My opinions on this aubject are fully expressed 
in the resolution adopted by the legislature last winter, 
\\°ith a near approach to unanimity, in the following 
terms: "Resolved, That Congress having exclusive legis
lation in the District of Columbia, possesses the right to 
abolish Slavery in the said District, and that its exercise 
should ouly be restrainetl by regartl to the public 
good." 

I know that the slave-trade is carried on to a shocking 
extent in the District of Columbia. '!'here is no part of 
the South, where it is reputable to be engaged in this 
traffic; and no Southern State, I am persuaded, would 
permit its existence in its own capital, as it exists at the 
national capital. The South and the North ought to 
unite in prohibiting it, by act of Congress-which is the 
local legislature of the District. '.L'his has been loudly 
called for, from the District. itself. I have before me a 
copy of a petition, couched in very strong language, 
ag:1inst both Slavery antl the slave-trade in the Distnct 
ot Columbia, which was presented to Congress in 1S2J, 
s.gned by nearly seven hundred and fifty names of 
citizens of Washington, several of whom were known to 
me to be of the first consideration. I may observe in 
t.his connection, that at the same session, I voted in the 
negative on a motion to Jay upon the table the petition 
of the American Anti-Slavery Society for the abolition of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia, and on two other 
motions, intended, in like manner, to deprive this class 
of petitions of a respectful recention and considera
tion. 

'l'he last question propounded by you refers to the 
annexation of TexHs. lt presents the suhject of Sla
very, in most of its beari11gs, in a new light. In the 
States, its iutroduction was the r esult of a legislation 
fo rced upon the colonies, and in many cases, in despite 
of acts passed by their legislators, for the prohibition 
of the slave-trade, and regulated by the crown. Its ex
istence is recognized by the Constitution of the United 
Stntes. 'l'he rights of property growing out of it an• in 
some degree protected by law in the non-slaveholrling 
States (see the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw in th e 
ca.;e of the Commonwealth vs. Aves-an opinion in the 
doctrines and principles of which I fully concur); and 
morality and religion frown on all attempt.s to put an 
end to it by violence and bloodshed. But none of these 
pr ,nciple,; countenance a volunt. ~t ry extension ofSlaYery; 
and as the question of annexing 'l'exas is one of voluu
tarv and almost boundless extension, it presents the 
sul}j~ct as l have said, in a new light. It has been olfi
c idly ;tated by the Texan Envoy that the region so 
called contains two hundred thouoand square miles. l n 
ot11er words, it might form twenty-five f:'tates as 
large as Massachusetts. In this vast region, 8lavery 
was prohibited by Mexico; it has been restored, and is 
rapidly spreading itself under the new go\'ernment; 
aut.I no one denies, that if the in<lependence of 'l'e"as is 
sustained, Slavery will be indefinitely extended through
out its ample borders. 

The Executive Government of the United States has 
promptly recognized this independence, and bys~ doing, 
has discharged the whole duty that could be reqmred by 
t he Jaw or uations. Whatever step we take toward an
nexation is gratuitous. '.l'his whole subject has been so 
a bly discussed by Dr. Channing, in his recent letter to 
Mr. Clay, that it would be superfluous to enlarge upon 

In 1889, the following questions were put to 
Mr. Everett by lion. A. Bonlen, of Mass,tchu
setts : 

1. Are you in favor of immediate abolition by law of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia and of the slave trnffic 
between the States of this Union? 

2. Are you opposed to the admission into the Union uf 
any new States the constitutions of which tolerate domes
tic Slavery? 

The following was Mr. Everett's reply: 
w ..l.SHINGTOX' Of t. 21-1 183!), 

DEAR SIR: On Saturday last I only received you1· lei,.. 
ter of the 18th, proponncling to me certain interrogato
ries, and earnestly requesting an early answer. You are 
aware that several resolves on the subj ect of these in
quiries and their kindred topics, accompanied by a re
port, were introduced into the Senate of the Common
wealth, year before last, J- v 1a joint committee of the two 
houses, of which the lat ' !!d 1\Ir. Alvord was chair-
man. 

'l'hose resolves, after having been somewhat enlarged by 
amendment, were adoptetl by the legislature. '!'hey ap
pear to cover the whole ground of your two interroga
tories. H aving cheerfully cooperated in the passage of 
the resolves, and concurring in the general reasoning by 
which they are sustained in the powerful report of the 
chairman of the committee, I respond to both your in
quiries in the affirmative. 

'l'he first of the three subjects in your inquiry is the 
only one of them which came before. Congress while I 
was a member. I voted in the negati 3 on the motion 
to lay upon the table the petition of tlll'll American Anti
Slavery Society for the abolition of Slavery in the Dis
trict of Columbia, and on ot.her motions of the like char
acter introduced to cast off the consideration of this class 
of petitions. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your friend and ser· 
vant. 

Enw ARD EVERE'fT, 
!lox. NATRANIKL A. IlORD~X. 

The "several resolves" to which ~fr. Everett 
ri>fer.., in the above lettc> r, in the passage of 
which he " cheerfully cooperated," as Governor 
of llassachu,;etts, a re as follows: 

Re.solved, That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery and the slave-trade in the Dis
trict of Columbia and that there is nothing ia the terms 
or circumstances 'of the acts of cession by Virginia and 
Maryland, or otherwise, enforcing any legal or moral 
restraint on its existence. 

Re'8olved Thnt Congress onght to take measures to 
effect the abolition of Slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, '1.'hat the rights of hu?ianity, the claims of 
j ustice, and the common good ahke, demand. the sup
pression by Congress of the slave-trade carried on m 
and through the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery in the 'l'erritories of the United 
States. 
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[For later views of M. r. Everett see his letter I a fusion of the Republicans with the other Opposition cle· 
. . . f l v· p' . . men ts in the campaign of 1860, has been received. 

accept1.ng the nommat10n or t 1C ICC· r es1- i\Iassa.chusetts is a sovereign and independent State, and 
dency m 1860.] • 11 rHn-e no riglit to advise her in her policy. Yet, if any 

one is dei'irous to draw a conclusion as to what I would 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN ON THOMAS JE~'FERSON. do, from what she has done, I may speak without impro-

. . . . pri.:ty. I say, then, that so far as I understand the l\Ias-
:Mr. Lmcoln havmg been 111v1ted by the Re- sachu~ctts provision, I am against its adoption, not only 

publicans of Boston, to attend a Festival in ii_1 lllinois, lmt ii;i every other place in whic!1. I have t!1e 
honor of the anniversary of Jefferson's birthday n\'ht _to o1~p?,;e it .. As I understand the sp1r~t of our m-

. . . ' st1tutwns, it i; de;1gned to promote the elevation of men. 
on the 13th of April, 1859, replied as follows: I am, therefore, liostile to anything that tends to their de

SPRIKGFIELD, Ill., April 6, 1b~i 9. 

GENTLF.~!F.N: Your kind note. inviting me to atiend a 
festival in Boston, on the 13th inst., in honor of the birth
day of Thomas Jefferson, was duly received. lily engage
ments are such that I cannot attend. Bearing in 111ind 
that ahout seventy years ago two great political parties 
were first formed in this country; that 'l'homas Jefferson 
was the head of one of them and Boston the headquarters 
of the other, it is both curious and interesting tliat those 
suppo~ed to descend politically from the party opposed 
to Jefferson, should now be celebrating his birthclay in 
their own original seat of empire, while those claiming 
political descent from him have nearly ceased to breathe 
his name everywhere. 

Remembering, too, that the Jefferson party waE formed 
upon its supposed superior devotion to the personal 
rights of men, holding the rights of property to be 
secondary only, and greatly inferior; and then asrnm
ing that the so-called Democracy of to-day are the J dier
son, and their opponents the anti-Jefferson partieR, it 
will be equally interesting to note how completely the 
two have changed ground as to the principle upon which 
they were originally supposed to be divided. 

'l'he Democracy of to-day hold the liberty of one man 
to be· al>rnlutely nothing, when in conflict with another 
man's right of p1'operty. Hepublicans. on the contrary, 
are both for the man and the dollar, but in case of con
flict the man before the dollar. 

I remember being once much amused at seeing two 
partially intoxicated men engaged in a fight with their 
great-coats on, which fight., after a long and rather harm
less contest., ended in eaeh having fought himself out of 
his own coat and into th;t't of the other. If the two 
leading parties of this ciny are really identical with the 
two in the days of J efferson and Adams, they have per
formed the same feat as the two drunken men. 

But soberly, it is now no child'; play to save the prin
ciples of J effcrson from total overthrnw in this nation. 

One woulcl state with great confidence that he could 
convince any sane child that the simpler propositions of 
Euclid are true; but nevertheless, he would fail, with one 
who should cleny tlie definitions and axioms. 'l'he prin
ciples of Jeffe rson are tl1e definitions and axioms of free 
society. And yet they are denied and evaded, with no 
small show of success. One dashingly calls them "glit
tering generalities." Another bluntly styles them" self
evidenL lies." And at.hers insidiou,;ly argue that they 
apply only to "superior race~." 

'fhese expression,;, differing in form, are identical in 
object and effect-the supplanting the principles of free 
government, and rest0ri11g those of classification, caste, 
and legitimacy. 'l'hey would delight a convocation of 
crowned heads plotting against the people. '!'hey are 
the vanguard, the sappers and miners, of returning 
despotism. We must repulse them, or they will subju
gate us. 

This is a world of compensations ; and he who would 
be no slave must consent to have no slave. 'l'hose who 
deny freedo:n to others deserve it not for themselves; 
and, under a ju~t God, cannot long retain it. 

All honor to Jefferson-to the man who, in the concrete 
pressure of a strn)!gle for national independence by a 
single people, had tlie coolness, forecast, and capacity, to 
introduce into a merely revolutionary document an ab
stract truth, applicable to all men and all times, and so 
to embalm it there, that to-day and in all coming days it 
shall be a rebuke anrl a stumbling-block to the harbin
g'ers of rea'.ppearing tyranny and oppression. 

Your obedient servant, A. LINCOLN. 
Messrs. 11. L. Prnnc&, and o_thers, etc. 

AilRAIIAM LINCOLN ON NATURALIZATION. 

SPRlliGFIELD, May 17, 1859. 
Dn. THEODOR CANIS!US: 

DEAR Sm-Your letter, in which you inquire on your 
own account, and in behalf of certain other _Ger.man citi
zens whether I approve or oppose the const1tut10nal pro
visio'n in relation to naturalized citizens which was lat.ely 
enacted in Massachusetts, and whether I favor or oppoao 

basement. 
It is 11·ell known that I deplore the oppressed condition 

of the blacks ; and it would, therefore, be very inconsistent 
for me to look with approval upon any measures that in
fringes upon the inalienable rights of white men, whether 
or not they are born in another land, or speak a different 
language from my own. 

In respect to a fusion, I 1im in favor of it whenever it, 
can be effected on Republican principles, but upon no 
other condition. A fusion upon any other platform 
would be as insane as unprincipled. It would thereby 
lose the whole North, while the common enemy would 
still have the support of the entire South. The question 
in relation to men is different. There are good and patri
otic men and able statesmen in the South, whom I would 
willincrly support if they would place themselves on Re
publiian ground; but I shall oppose the lowering of the 
Republican standard even by a hail-'s breacUh. 

I have written in haste, but I believe that I have an
swered your questions substantially. 

Respectfully yours, 
ADR.ilin! LlNCOLN. 

Nb:W·YORK FOR THE WIL~!Ur PHOY!SO. 

In January, 1847, Col. Samuel Young intro
duced the following resolve into the Sew-York 
State Senate, and on the 27th of tbat month it 
was adopted by a vote of \:!2 to 6 : 

Resolmed, That if any Territory is hereafter ~cquired 
by the United States, or annexed rhereto, the act by which 
such Territory is acquired or annexed, whatever such act, 
may be, should contain an unalterable, funda111ental ar
ticle or provision whereby Slavery or involuntary servi
tude, except as a punishment for crime, shall be foreve1· 
excluded from the Territory acquired or aunexed. 

This resolve subsequently passed the Assembly 
by a vote which was almost unanimous. 

NEW-YORK FOR FREEDO){ lN 1858. 

The following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted by the Assembly of the State of New· 
York on the 10th day of January, 1848, by a 
vote of 108 to 5, and by the Senate, a few daye 
later, by a rnaj ority nearly as emphatic as that 
of the .Assembly : 

Whereas, The President of the United States, in his 
last annual message, has recommended the e•tablishrnent. 
by Congress of territorial government over tl1e conquered 
provinces of New l\Iexico, and the Calirornias, and the 
retention thereof as an indemnity, in wllich said Terri· 
tories the institution of Slavery does not now exist , 
therefore 

Resolved (if the Senate concur), That our Senators in 
Congress be instructed, and our Hepresentatives re
quested, to use their best efforts to insert into any act or 
ordinance, establishing auy or all such provisional or ter
ritorial government or governments, a lunrlamental 
article 01· provision, which sl1all provide, declare, and 
guaranty, that Slavery or involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime, whereof the party ~hall liave 
been first duly convicted, shall be pro!Jibited therein, so 
long as the same shall remain a 'l'errito•y. 

Resolved, 'l'hat the President. cf the Senate, and tl1e 
Speaker of the Assembly, be req•1ested to transmit a copy 
of the foregoing resolutions and preamble to e:tch of the 
said Senators and Representatives. 

NEW-YORK AGAIN FOR FREE TERR!TORIES I:N' 1849. 
The following preamble and resolves were in· 

troduced into the New-York Senate on the 2d 
of January, 1849, passed that body by a unaui
mous vote on the 4th, and were concurred in 
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by the .Assembly two days later, on the 6th of /following are extracts from the address then 
Jan nary : I adopted : 

Wliereris, The people of the State of Ne\v-Me)dco FELLOW-CITIZENS: Hitherto when we have assembled in 
have petitioned Congress for the establishment of a 'l'er- Convention, there were well known and well recognized 
ntorial Government which shall protect them against the bounds to our country, but now that the spirit of con
inst;t.ution of domestic 81:-ivery while they remain a ter- quest has been let loo:>e, who can tell where is his coun
ritory of the Cn;tedStates,andhavealso petitioned Con- try, whether on the Wo Grande, the Sierra Nevada, the 
gress for protection against the unfounded claims of the Rio Gila or the Gulf of California, or whether part Span-
8tat'l of 'l'exas to a la rge portion of their territory lying ish, mnch Indian, and some Negro, Santa Fean or Cali
east of I.he mo IJrande; and, whereas, it would be un- fornian may not be as good an Arnerican citizen as him
just to t.he people of New-1\Iexico and California, and self? Our flag is borne, with fixed bayonets to surround 
revolting to the spirit of the age, to permit domestic it, and unmuzzled grape-shot to clear the way, in the 
Slavery-an institution from which they are now free- conquering footsteps of Cortes-by the base of the snowy 
to be intrnducecl among them: and, whereas, since the peaks of Popocatapetl, to the Eternal city of the 
acquisition of C\ew "'[exic<> by the United States the peo- Aztecs-and Mexicans of every color, and every breed, 
pie thereof have a right to expect the protection of the sprung from commingling l\Ioor and straight-haired Afri
Ueneral Go,·ernment, and should be secured in the full can, as well as from Castile and Leon, are made Ameri
posseosion and enjoyment of their 'ferritory: therefore can citizens, or prepared for being made so, by the gen-

Resolver{, '!'hat our Senators and Representatives in tie logic of red-mouthed artillery, thundering from the 
Congress be requester[ to use their best efforts to procure bristling heights of Cerro Gordo to the bloody plains of 
the passage of laws for the establishment of govern- Contreras and Churubusco. ·wherever that fJag is, with 
ment:> for the Territories acquired by the treaty of peace its stars and stripes, the emblem of our Nationality, 
with Mexico and that by such laws involuntary servi- there our hearts are; bnt woe! woe! to the men, we cry 
tude, except for er.rue, be excluded from such 'l'erri- who have dispatched it upon its mission of Conquest; 
tories. and what ts yet worse, the couver,iou of a Free into a 

Re8olved, '!'hat the territory lying between the Nue- Slaveholding Territory. 
res and the Hio Grande is the common property of Fellow-c1t.1zens, disguise the Mexican war as sophistry 
the United States, and that our Senators ancl Representa- may, the great truth cannot be put clown, that it exists 
tives in Con 00ress be requested to use their best efforts to because of the annex;ition of 'l'exas; that from such a 
preset·ve the

0

same as such common property, and protect cause we predicted such a consequence would follow: 
it from the unfounded claim of the State of 'l'exas and and that, but for that cause, no war would have existed 
prohib:t the extension ovet· it of the laws of Texas, o'r the at all. Disguise its intent, pnrpooes and consequences 
it~,;tit.ution of clornestic Slavery. as sophistry may struggle to do, the further great truth 

Re8olved, 'l'lmt the existence of prisons for the con- cannot be hidden, that its main object is the conquest of 
finement and mal'!s for the sale of slaves at the seat of a illarket for Slaves, and tltat the flag our victorious 
t.he National Government, is viewed by t'his legislature legions rally arnund, fight uncler, and fall for, is to be 
with deep regret and mortification ; that such prisons and desec_rate~ from its holy character of Liberty and Eman
marts ouo-lJt forthwith to be abolished· therefore be it ctpauon rnto an errant of Bondage and Slavery. In 
for the1· 

0 

' obedience to the laws, and in a clue and f .ithful submis-
Re8oZ.Ved, 'l'hat our Senaton and Representatives in sion to tl1e r.egularly constituted government of our 

Congress be requested to use t.heir strenuous efforts to country, we will rally by and defend O<ll' flag on whal
procure the passage of a law that shall protect slaves ever soil or whatever sea it is unfurled; but before high 
from unjust imprisonment, and shall effectually put an Heaven we protest against tire mission on which it is 
encl to the slave-trade in the District of Columbia. sent, and we demand its recall lo the true and proper 

R, solned, 'l'hat the Governor be requested to forward l>ound.s of our country, as soon as in honor it can be 
copies of the preceding resolutions to each tlenator ancl brougnt home. We protest, too, in the name of the rights 
ltepresentali\'e in Congress from this State. of i\lan, and of Liberty, again't the further extension of 

MR. DIX FOR SLAVERY PROI!IIlITION. 

These resolutions were presented in the U. S. 
Senate by the Hon. John .A.. Dix (now, 1860,) 
Postmaster of New-York, and defended by him 
in an clabor:i.te and able speech. On the first 
resolution, he said : 

This reso!Lttion was in sentiment, if not in words 
identical with those which have been passed by fiftee1~ 
of the thirty States of the Union. With a single excep
tion, all the non-slaYeholding and one of the shL\·eholding 
St.ates ha,,e declared themselves opposed to the exten· 
sion of Slavery into territory now free. Sir, I fully con
CLlr in the propriety of this declaration. I believe that 
Congress has the pO\<'er to prohibit Slavery iu California 
and N e\V Jlfexico ; that it is our dLtty to exercise the 
power, and that it should be exercised now. I am 
always for acting when the proper time for action has 
come. I am utterly opposed to any course which shall 
cast upon others the responsibility which belongs to our
selves. 'fhe resolution looks to the exclusion of Slavery 
from NelV Mexico and California during their territorial 
condition only. It. does not look beyond that condition 
with a vie1v to control the people when they shall have 
come into the Union. It contemplates no invasion of 
State sovereignty. In 1his view of the subject, one of the 
New-York presses 1vhich has resisted all interference with 
Slavery, even in the Territories, pronounced these resolu
tions conciliatory in their character. I do not know that 
I should call them either conciliatory or the reverse. 
'fhey take firmly the ground that l\ew-York has al1vays 
taken, that Slavery shall by no act of hers be further ex
tended. She belie,·eo it to be the ground of principle of 
justice, and of right and I do not hesitate to say she \~ill 
never abandon it-never, never. 

THE NEW-YORK WHIGS FOR FREF.DO>I I~ 18±7. 

At the Whig State Convention held at Syra
cuse, Ol!tobcr 6, 18.J.7, the Hon. James Brooks 
reported a brief address to the ·whigs of the 
State, which was unanimously adopted. The 

Slavery in North America. The curse which our mother 
country inflicted upon us, in spite of our father>' remon 
:;trances, we demand shall never blight the virgin soil oJ 
the ~forth Pacific. . . • . We will not pout' out th<> 
blood of onr countrymen, if we can help iL, to turn a F1·e1J 
into a EllllVe soil. We will not spend from fifty to a 
hundred millions of dollars per year to make a Slave 
~farket for any portion of our countrymen. We will 
never, for such a purpose, conoent to run up an untold 
National dtbt, ;inJ saddle our po,teriry with Fund
mongers, 'l'ax-Brokers,,Tax-g11 therer;, layi 11g an excise or 
an irnpost on everything they taste, touch or Jive by. 
·1 he Uuion ao it is, the whole Union, aucl nothing bnt the 
Union, we will stand by to the last-hut.No .Jfore Terri
tory is our 1Vatclt-wonl,unle>s i' be F1'oe. 

Rl•:SOL V'ES. 

Among the .Resolittions unanimously adopted 
by this Convention was the following : 

R(;SoZ.Ved, That while the Whig Freemen of New-York 
represented in this Convention, will fai,hfully adhere td 
all .th;' _comprom;ses of the Consti\ution, and jealously 
rnarn .. arn all the re .erved rights of tire States, they 
declare-since the cnsis has a1TiveJ when the question 
mu'<t be met-their. uncompromising hostility to the Ex
ten.>iun of Slave;-y rnto any 'l'erri,ory now FrPe, or which 
may be hereafLer acquired by any action of the Govern
ment of our Union. 

FREE DEllOCRACY OF NEW-YORK CITY AGAINST 

SLAVERY EXT~:NSION. 

At a Free Democratic Meeting held in the 
Park at New-York, October 0, 18±8, at which 
Henry Everson presided, and S. J. Tilden, John 
Van Burel', and John Cochrane spoke, Mr. 
Cochrane il1troduced the following Resolves 
which were adopted: ' 

Resol/IJed, That Uie politics of the times indicate pre
cisely to whom remain the principles of the Democracy· 
that the absence from the field of discussion of the finan~ 
cial and commercial questions which formerly defined 
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political differences, permits that other party tests than 
1
1 single foot of soil where it is not now authorized by 

those which, even if demanding attention, still as but law. 
questions of expediency, should be, as they have been, l I am, very respectfully, your oberlient servant, 
postponed to the consideration of that one of vital im-1 GR~EN>: C. BRONSON, 
portance, the freedom of owr lcvnd. 'fo Messr~. J. COCHRANE, and others, Cummittee. 

Resolved, that we think contemptuously of the mind 
which discovers in the extension of the area of Freedom 
cause for the degradation of the South. Could nature so 
belie herself that the preservation of their "inalienable 
rights" to any portion of mankind, must be attended by 
prnportionate violation of those of any other portion, we 
say, perish those rights dependent on the Slavery of 
others, rather than one tittle of those be injured that are 
consistent with the rights of all; that our Constitution 
and our fed eral history speak to us through the voices of 
the JeITersons, the Pinckneys, the Lees, and the Ran
dolpl>s of the South, against this miserable, false pre
tense. It is not so ! The success of the free principles 
for which we contend, will reetitablish the lost equality of 
the States-lost in the insidious increase of the Slave 
States from six, their original and constitutional number, 
to fine en, the present aggressive and unconstitutional 
number-Jost in the twenty-one voices and votes which 
Southern chattel slaves possess among the representa
tives of a free people at Washington-lost in the limited 
wealth, in the low intelligence, and in the inferior civili
zation of the South. \Ye would re;, tore this Jost equality, 
and, so far from degrading any portion of the Union, we 
mean to elevate the whole to the possession of that Free
dom which alone should be the National characteristic. 

Resoivecl, That our senses reject the audacious asser
tion that the Extension of ::>lave 'ferritory at the South 
will abate the evil at the Nor th. Aside from the ab
surdity which it involves, that an evil declines in propor
tion to and expires with the sub:;tance which it procures, 
experience has taught, aud the history of the " Pecu
liar Institution" itself manifests, that the slaveowner 
of the" Olcl Dominion" breeds an increasing gang, and 
amasses an accumulating hoard, just as the demand for 
slaves increa ses with the diITusion of . Slavery over free 
territory at the South. In the ye:u· 1 i90, when Alabama, 
.Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, 'l'ennessee, 
Kentucky, and Floriclu, were free soil, the slave popula
tion was 697,896. In the year 11::>40, when Slavery had 
spread over this free soil, it numbered 2,4i:H,:~55, being an 
increase in fifLy years of 1,757,457 slaves. 'fhe extension 
of Slavery to new tenitory, instead of abating the evil 
in Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri, where it 
numbere<l in the year 1810, 590,000 slaves, has multiplied 
them to 775,000, in t.he year 18-10, showing an increase 
in thirty years of 185,000 slaves. The existence of 
Slavery depentls on its diffusion. 

GREE:\E c. BRO::\so:.;'s OPINION IN 1848. 

In a letter dated July 15th, 1848, Mr. Bron
son, after declining an invitation to attend a 
political meeting, says: · 

Slavery cannot exist where there is no positive Jaw to 
uphold it. It is not necessary that it should be forbidden ; 
it is enough that it is not specially authorized. If the 
owner of slaves removes with or sends them into any 
country, State or Territory, where Slavery does not exist 
by law, they will from that moment become free men, and 
will have as good a right to command the master, as he 
will have to command them. State laws have no extra
territorial authority; and a law of Virginia which makes 
a man a slave there, cannot make him a slave in New
York, nor beyond the Rocky l\Iountains. 

Entertaining no doubt upon that question, I can see no 
occasion for asking Congress to legislate against the ex
tension of Slavery into frP,e territory, and, as a question 
of policy, I think it had better be let alone. If our South
ern brethren wish to carry their slaves to Oregon, New-
1\lexico or California, they will be under the necessity of 
uoking a law to warrant it; and it will then be in time for 
the Free States to resist the measure, as I cannot doubt 
they would, with unwavering firmness. 

I would not needlessly move this question, as it is one 
of an exciting nature, which tends to sectional division, 
and may do us harm as a people. I would leave it to the 
Slaveholding States to decide for themselves, and on their 
own responsibility, when, if ever, the matter shall be 
agitated in Congress. H may be that they will act 
wisely, and never move at all; especially as it seems 
pretty generally agreed that neither Oregon, New-1\Iexico, 
nor California, are well adapted to slave labor. But if 
our Southern brethren should make the question, we shall 
have no choice but to meet it; and then, whatever conse
quences may follow, I trust the people of the Free States 
will give a united voice against allowing Slavery on a 

NF.W-HAMPSHIRE FOR THE WILMOT PROVISO. 

The legislature (then Democratic) of Xew
Hamps?ire, in June, 1847, passed the following 
resolution : 

ResoV/Jed, 'l'hat in all territory which shall hereafter be 
a<lded to or acquired by the United States, where ~Javery 
does not. exist at the time of such addition,or acquiremem, 
neither Slavery or involuntary servitude, except for the 
punishment of crime, whereof the party t.as been <luly 
convicterl, ought ever to exist, but the same should ever 
remain free; an<! we are opposed to the ex<ension of 
Slavery over every such Territory-and that we also 
approve t.he vote of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress in favor of the Wilmot Proviso. 

OIIIO FOR FREE SOIL. 

In the Ohio Ilouse of Representatives (session 
of 1847-8) the following resolution was passed 
by a vote of 43 to 12: 

Resol/Ved, Dy tl;e General Assembly of the Stat.e of 
Ohio, that the Senators and l{epresentatives from this 
State in the Congress of the United States be and they are 
hereby requested, to procure the passage of measures in 
the National Legislature, providing for the exclusion of 
Slavery from the 'l'erritory of Oregon, nnrl also from any 
other 'l'errilory that now is, or hereafter may be, annexed 
to the Uuited States. 

ILLINOIS FOR FREE SOIL. 

The following Resolutions were adopted by 
the Senate of Illinois on the 8th of January, 
18.J 9, and the House of Representatives on tho 
following day. The Legislature was largely 
Democratic in both branches at the time : 

Reso7A•ed &y the Senate of the State of Illinois, tlie 
Douse of Representatives concurring, 'l'hat our Sena
tors in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives 
requested, to use all honorable means in their power to 
procure the enactment of such Jaws by Congress for the 
government of the countries and territories of the United 
States acquired by the treaty of peace, friendship, limit.ti 
and settlement with the Republic of l\Iexico, concluded 
J;'ebruary 2, 18-18, as shall contain the err,press declara
tion " that there shall be, neither Sla'l!ery nor involuJ1.
tary servif/tide in Baid tenitories otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted." 

Resolved by the II01ise of Rl!tpresentatives, the Senate 
c01icu1Tin(J herein, That the Governor be respectfully 
requested to transmit to each of our Senators and Rep
resentatives in Congress a copy of the joint resolution of 
the Senate, concurred in by the House on the 9th inst., 
for the exclusion of Slavery from the new territories ao· 
qui.red by our late treaty with the Republic of l\lexico. 

SOUTH CAROLI:>; A FOR THE FOREIGN SLAVE-TRADE. 

IN the annual message of Gornrnor Adams, 
of South Carolina, for the year 1856, he pro
ceeded to argue in favor of the reopening of 
the slave-trade, as follows : 

It is apprehended that the openillg of this trade will 
lessen the value of slaves, and ultimately destroy the 
institution. It is a sufficient answer to point to the fact 
that unrestricted immigration has not diminished the 
value of h\bor in the northwestern Confederncy. The cry 
there is the want of labor, notwithstanding capital has the 
pauperism of the old world to press into the grindillg ser
vice. If we cannot supply the demand fo~ siave labor, then 
we must expect to rnpply with a species of labor we do 
not want, and which is, from the very nature of things, 
antagonistic to our institutions. It is much better that 
our drays should be driven by sla\'es, that our factories 
should be worked by slaves, that our hotels shot:kl be 
served by slaves, that our locomotives should be managed 
by slaves than that we shoultl he exposed to the intro•luc
tion from' any quurter of a population alien to u~ by IJirth, 
training, and e<lucation, and which i~ the process of ti!11e 
must lead to the contlict bdween capital<\!)(\ lahor, jrh1ch 
makes it ~o diOicult to maintain free institutions in all 
wealthy auJ civilized nations where such institution8 as 
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ours do not exist. In all slaveholding States true policy necessary to a continuance of our monopoly in plantation 
dictates that the superior race should direct, and the products. I believe that they are necessary to the full 
inferior perform all menial service. Competition between development of our whole round of agricultural and me
the white and black man for this service may not disturb chanical resources; that they are necessary to the resto
Nortbern sensibility, but does not exactly suit our latitude. ration of the South to an equality of power in the Fede-

Irrespective, however, of interest, the act of Congress ral Government, perhaps to the very integrity of slave 
declaring the slave-trade piracy is a brand upon us which society, disturbed as it has been by causes which have 
I think it important to remove. If the trade be piracy, the introduced an undue proportion of the ruling race. •ro us 
slaves must be plunder, and no ingenuity can avoid the have been committed the fortunes of this peculiar form of 
logical necessity of such a conclusion. My hopes and society resulting from the union of unequal races. It has 
fortunes are indispolubly associated with this form of vindicated its claim to the approbation of an enlightened 
society. I feel that I would be wanting in duty if I did humanity; it has civilized and christianized the African; 
not urge you to withdraw your assent to an act which is it bas exalted the white race to higher hopes and purposes, 
itself a direct condemnation of your institutions. But we and it is perhaps of the most sacred obligation that we 
have interests to enforce a course of self-respect. I be- should give it the means of expansion, and that we should 
lieve, as I have already stated, that more slaves are press it forward to a perpetuity of progress. 

MR. HAMLIN RENOUNCES THE DE1i1:0CRATIC PARTY. 
ON the 12th of June, 1856, Mr. Hamlin rose 

in his place in the Senate, and spoke as follows : 
Mr. Harnlin.-Mr. President, I rise for a purpose purely 

personal, such as I have never before risen for in the 
Senate. I desire to explain some matters personal to 
myself and to my own future course in public life. 

Several Senators.-Go on. 
Mr. Hamlin.-! ask the Senate to excuse me from further 

service as Chairman of the Committee on Commerce. I 
do so because I feel that my relations hereafter will be 
of such a character as to render it proper that I should 
no longer hold that position. I owe this act to the domi
nant majority in the Senate. When I cease to harmonize 
with the majority, or tests are applied by that party with 
which I have acted to which I cannot submit, I feel that 
I ought no longer to hold that respectable position. I 
propose to state briefly the r easons which have brought 
me to that conclusion. 

During nine years of service in the Senate, I have pre
ferred rather to be a working than a talking member; and 
so I have been almost a silent one. On the subjects which 
have so much agitated the country, Senfttors know that 
I have rarely uttered a word. I love my country more 
than I love my party. I love my country above my love 
for any interest that can too deeply agitate or disturb its 
harmony. I saw, in all the exciting scenes and debates 
through which we have passed, no particular good that 
would result from my active intermingling in them. lily 
heart has often been foll, and the implllses of that heart 
have often been felt upon my lips; but I have repressed 
them there. 

Sir, I hold that the repeal of the Missouri Compromise 
was a gross moral and political wrong, unequaled in the 
annals of the legislation of this country, and hardly 
equaled in the annals of any other free country. Still, 
sir, with a desire to promote harmony and concord and 
brotherly feeling, I was a quiet man under all the excit
ing debates which led to that fatal result. I believed it 
wrong then ; I can see that wrong lying broadcast all 
around us now. As a wrong, I opposed that measure
not, indeed, by my voice, bllt with consistent and steady 
and uniform votes. I so resisted it in obedience to the 
dictates of my own judgment. I did it also cheerflllly, 
in compliance with the instructions of the legislature of 
Maine, which were passed by a vote almost unanimous. 
In the !Iouse of Representatives of Maine, consisting of 
one hundred and fifty-one members, only six, I think. 
dissented; and in the Senate, consisting of thirty-one 
members, only one member non-concurred. 

But the Missouri restriction was abrogated. The por
tentous evils that were predicted have followed, and are 
yet following, along in its train. It was done, sir, in 
violation of the pledges of that party with which I have 
always acted, and with which I have always voted. It 
was done in violation of solemn pledges of the President 
of the United States, made in his Inaugural Address. 
Still, sir, I was disposed to suffer the wrong, while I should 
see that no evil results were flowing from it. We were 
told, by almost every Senator who addressed us upon 
that occasion, that no evil re8ults would follow; that no 
practical difference in the settlement of the country, and 
in the character of the future State, would take place, 
whether the act were done or not. I have waited calmly 
and patiently to see the fulfillment of that prediction; 
and I am grieved, sir, to say now that they have at least 
been mistaken in their predictions and promises. '.l'hey 
have all signally failed. 

14 

That Senators might have voted for that measure under 
the belief then expressed and the predictions to which I 
have alluded, I can well understand. But how Senators 
can now defend that measure amid all its evils, which are 
overwhelming the land, if not threatening it with a con
flagration, is what I do not comprehend. The whole of 
the disturb ed state of the country has its rise in, and is 
attributable to that act alone-nothing else. It lies at 
the foundation of all our misfortunes and commotions. 
There would have been no incursions by Missouri border
ers into Kansas, eithet· to establish Slavery, or to control 
elections. There would have been no necessity, either, 
for others to have gone there partially to aid in preserv
ing the country in its then condition. All would have 
been peace there. Had it not been done, that re
pose and quiet which pervaded the public mind then, 
would hold it in tranquillity to-day. Instead of startling 
events we should have quiet and peace within our bor
ders, and that fraternal feeling which ought to animate 
the citizens of every part of the Union toward those of 
all other sections. 

Sir, the events that are taking place around us are 
indeed startling. They challenge the public mind and 
appeal to the public judgment; they thrill the public 
nerve as electrity imparts a tremulous motion to the tele
graphic wire. It is a period when all good men should 
unite in applying the proper remedy to secure peace and 
harmony to the count1·y. Is this to be done by any of us, 
by remaining associated with those who have been instru
mental in producing these r esults, and who now justify 
them? I do not see my duty lying in that direction. 

I have, while temporarily acquiescing, stated here and 
at home, everywhere, uniformly, that when the test of 
those measures was applied to me as one of party fidelity, 
I would sunder them as flax is sundered at the touch of 
fire. I do it now. 

The occasion involves a question of moral duty ; and 
self-respect allows me no other line of duty but to follow 
the dictates of my own judgment and the impulses of my 
own heart. A just man may cheerfully submit to many 
enforced humiliations ; but a self-degraded man has 
ceased to be worthy to be deemed a man at all. 

Sir, what has the recent Democratic Convention at 
Cincinnati done? It has indorsed the measure I have 
condemned, and has sanctioned its destructive and ruin
ous eliects. It has done more-vastly more. That prin
ciple or policy of 'l'erritorial Sovereignty which once had, 
and which I suppose now has, its advocates witJ1in these 
walls, is stricken down; and there is an absolute denial 
of it. in the resolutions of the Convention if I can draw 
right conclusions-a denial equally to Congress, and even 
to the people of the 1'erritories, of the right to settle the 
question of Slavery therein. On the contrary, the Con
vention has actually incorporated into the platform of 
the Democratic party that doctrine which, only a few 
years ago, met nothing but ridicule and contempt here 
and elsewhere, namely: that the flag of the Federal 
Union, under the Constitution of the United States, car
ries Slavery wherever it floats. If this baleful principle 
be true, then that National Ode which inspires us always 
as on a battle-field, should be re-written by Drake, and 
should read thus: 

"Forever float that standard sheet ; 
·where breathes the foe bm falls before us, 

With Slavery's soil beneath our feet, 
And Slavery's banner s1reamu1g o'er i.1s 9" 

Now, sir, what is the precise condition in which this 
matter is left by the Cincinnati Convention? I do not 
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design to trespass many moments on the Senate ; but al
low me to read and offer a very few comments upon 
some portions of the Democratic platform. 'l'he first re
solution that treats upon the subject is in these words
I read just so much of it as is applicable to my present 
remarks: 

"That Congress has no power under the Constitution to in
tfn·fere with or control the domestic institutions of the several 
States, and that a.II such States are the sole and proper judges 
of everything appertaining to their own affairs not prohibited 
by Urn Constitution." 

I take it that this language, thus far. is language which 
meets a willing and ready response from every Senator 
here-certainly it does from me. But in the following 
resolution I find these words: 

"Resolved, That the foregoing propo~iiion covers, and was 
intended to embrace, the wl:ole subject of Slavery agitation 
in Congress." 

The first resolution which I read was adopted years 
ago in Democratic Conventions. The second resolution 
which I read was adopted in subsequent years, when a 
different state of things had arisen, and it became neces
sary to apply an abstract proposition relating to the 
States, to the Territories. Hence the adoption of the lan
guage contained in the second Resolution which I have 
read. 

Now, sir, I deny the position thus assumed by the Cin
cinnati Convention. In the language of the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Crittend_en), so ably and so appropriately 
used on Tuesday last, I hold that the entire and unquali
fied sovereignty of the Territories is in Congress. '!'hat 
is my judgment ; but this resolution brings the Territories 
precisely within the same limitations which are applied 
to the States in the resolution which I first 11ead. The 
two taken together deny to Congress any power of legis
lation in the rerritories. 

Follow on, and let us see what remains. Adopted as a 
part of the present platform, and as necessary to a new 
state of things, and to meet an emergency now existing, 
the Convention says: 

"The American Democracy recognize and Rdopt the princi
ples contained in the organic law establishing the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraslrn, as embodying the only sound and safe 
solution of the Slavery question, upon which the great national 
idelL of 1he people of this whole country c;rn repose, in its de
termined conservatism of the Union-non-interfereuce by Con
gress with Slavery in the States and Territories." 

Then follows the last resolution: 
"Resolved, That we recognize the rii:-ht of the people of all the 

Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, acting through 
the fairly-expre!'sed will of the majority of actual residents, 
and whenever the number of their inhabitants justifios it, lo 
form a constitution, wilh or without domeslic Slavery, and be 
admitted into tbe Union upon terms of perfect eqnality with 
th'l other States." 

Take all these resolutions together, and the deduction 
which we must necessarily draw from them is a denial to 
Congress of any power whatever to legislate upon the 
snbject of Slavery. The last resolution denies to the peo
ple of the Territories any power over that subject., save 
when they shall kave a sufficient number to form a con
stitution and ~ecome a State, and also denies that Con
gress has any power over the subject; and so the resolu
tions hold that this power is at least in abeyance while 
the Territory is in a Territorial condition. That is the 
only conclusion which you can draw from these resolu
tions. Alas! for short-lived Territori'al Sovereignty! It 
came to its death in the house of its friends; it was buried 
by the same hands which had given it baptism! 

But, sir, I did not rise for the purpose of discussing 
these resolutions, but only to read them, and state the 
action which I propose to take in view of them. I may 
-I probably shall-take some subsequent occasion, when 
I shall endeavor to present to the Senate and the coun
try a fair account of what is the true issue presented to 
the people for their consideration and decision. 

My object no1v is to show only that the Cincinnati Con
vention has indorsed and approved of the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, from which so many evils have 
already flowed-from which, I fear, more and worse 
evils must yet be anticipated. It would of course, be ex
pected that the Presidential nominee of that Convention 
would accept, cordially an.cl cheerfully. the platform pre
pared for him by his party friends. No person can ob
ject to that. '£here is no equivocation on his part about 
the matter. I beg leave to read a short extract from a 
speech of that gentleman, made at his own home , within 
the last few days. In reply to the Keystone Club, which 
paid him a visit there, lllr. Buchanan said : 

"Gentlemen, two weeks since r should haYe-made you a 
longer speech ; but now I have been placed on a platform 
of which I most heart ily approve, and that can speak for me. 
Being the representative of the great Democratic party, and 
not simply JamP,S Buchanan, I must square my conduct ac
cording to the platform of the party, and insert no new plank, 
nor take one from it." 

These event.s leave to me only one unpleasant duty, 
which is to declare here that I can maintain political 
associations with no party that insists upon such doc
trines; that I can support no man for President who 
avows and recognizes them ; and that the little of that 
power with which God has endowed me shall be em
ployed to battle manfully, firmly, and consistently for 
his defeat., demanded as it is by the highest interests of 
the country which owns all my allegiance. 

'l'he President.-'l'he question is on the motion of the 
Senator from lllaine to be excused from further service 
on the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ACCEPTANCE OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. 
MESSRS. LINCOLN AND HA::ULIN ACCEPT. 

THE following is the correspondence between 
the officers of the Republican National Conven
tion and the candidates thereof for President 
and Vice-President : 

CmcAao, ]Jfay 18, 1860. 
To the IIoN. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, of Illinvi8. 

SrR: 'l'he representatives of the Republican Party of 
the Uniter! States, assembled in Convention at Chicago, 
have this day, by a unanimous vote, selected you as the 
Republican candidate for the office or PreRident of the 
United States to be supported at the next election; and 
the undersigned were appointed a Committee of the Con· 
vention to apprise you of this nomination, and respectfully 
to request that you will accept it. A declaration of the 
principles anu sentiments adopted by the Convention 
accompanies this communication. 

In the performance of this agreeable duty we take 
leave to a1ld our confidentassnrance that the nomination 
of the Chicago Convention will be ratified by the suffrages 
of the people. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect and regard, 
your friends and fellow-citizens. 

GEORGE ASHMUN, of l\lassachusetts, 
President of the Convention. 

WM. M. EVARTS, of New-York, 
JOEL IlunLINGAME, of Oregon, 

EPHRAIM MARSH, of New-Jersey, 
GIDEON WELLS, of Connecticut, 
D. K. CARTER, of Ohio, 
CARL SCHURZ, of Wisconsin, 
JAMES F. SIMMONS, of Rhode Island, 
JOHN W. NORTII, of Minnesota, 
GKo. D. BLAKEY, of Kentucky, 
PETRR T. WASHBURN, of Vermont, 
A. C. WILDER, of Kansas, 
EDWARD H. ROLLINS, of New· Hampshire, 
FRANCIS S. CORKRAN, of Maryland, 
NORMAN B. JUDD, of Illinois, 
N. B. SMITHERS, of Delaware, 
w~r. 1-J. l\lcCRILLIS, of Maine, 
ALFR~D CALDWELL, of Virginia, 
CALEB B. SMITH, of Indiana, 
AUSTIN BLAIR, of lllichigan, 
WM. P. CLARKE, of Iowa, 
B. GRATZ BROWll, of Missouri' 
F. P. TRACY. of California, 
E. D. WEB:lTER, of Nebraska, 
G. A. HALL, of District of Columbia, 
JOHN A. ANDREW, of l\f11ssachusetts, 
A. H. REEDER, of Pennsylvania. 

SPRINGFILD 1 lLL., .!Jfay 23, 1860. 
HoN. GEORGE. AsHMUN, President of the Republican 

.National Convention. 
Sm: I accept the nomination tendered me by the 

Convention over which you presided, and of which I am 
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formally apprised in the letter of yourself and others, I as just and necessary to the preservation of the National 
acting as a Committee of the Convention for that pur- organization and the sacred right of representation, the 
pose. action of the Convention over which you continued to 

The declaration of principles and sentiments, which I preside; and thus approving it, and having resolved to 
accompanies your letter, meets my approval ; and it 1 sustain it, I feel that it does not become me to select the 
shall be my care not to violate, or disregard it, in any position I shall occupy, nor to shrink from the responsi
part. bilities of the post to which I have been assigned. 

Imploring the assistance of Divine Providence, and Accordingly, I accept the nomination from a sense of 
with due regard to the views and feelings of all who were public duty, and, as I think, uninfluenced in any degi·ee 
r epresented in the Convention; to the right~ of all the by the allurements of ambition. 
States, and Territories, and people of the nation; to the I avail myself of this occasion to say that the confidence 
invi olability of the Constitution, and the perpetual union, in my personal and public character implied by the action 
harmony and p•·o8perity of all, I am most happy to co- of the Convention, will always be gratefully r emembered; 
operate for the practical success of the principles declartd and it is but just, also, to my own feelings to express my 
by the Convention. gratification at the association of my na'me with that r,f 

Your obliged friend and fellow-citizen, my friend Gen. Lane, a patriot and a soldier, whose great 
ABRAHAM LINCOL~. services in the field and in council entitle him to the 

.A. similar letter was sent to the nominee for 
the Vice-Presidency, to which the following is 
the reply. 

W ASHINGTON1 May 30, 1860. 
GENTLEMEN: Your official communication of the 18th 

instant, informing me that the representatives of tlie 
Republican party of the United States, assembled at Chi
cago, on that day, had, by a unanimous vote, selected 
me as their candidate for the office of Vice-President of 
the United States, has been received, together with the 
resolutions adopted by the Convention as its declaration 
of principles. 

'.l'hose resolutions enunciate clearly and forcibly the 
principles which unite us, and the oojects propos~d to be 
accomplished. They address themselves to all, and there 
is neither necessity nor proprie•y in my entering upon a 
discussion of any of them. 'l'hey have the approval of 
my judgment, and in any action of mine will be faith
fully and cordially sustained. 

I am profoundly grateful to those with whom it is my 
pride and pleasure politically to cooperate, tor the nomi
nation so unexpectedly conferred ; and I desire to tender 
through you, to tl•e members of the Convention, my sin
cere thanks for the confidence thus reposed in me. Should 
the nomination, which I now accept., be ratified by the 
people, and the duties devolve upon me of presiding over 
the Senate of the United States, it will be my earnest 
endeavor faithfully to discharge th em with a just regard 
for the rights of a ll. 

It is to be observed, in connection with the doings of 
the Republican Convention, that a paramount object 
with us is to preserve the normal condition of our Territo
torial Domain as homes for Free men. 'l'he able advocate 
and defend er of Republican principles, whom you ha1•e 
nominated for the highest place that can gratify the 
ambition of man, comes from a State which has been 
made what it is, by special action, in that respect, of the 
wise and good men who founded our institutions. 'l'he 
rights of free labor have there been vindicated and 
maintained. The thrift and enterprise which so distin
guish Illinois, one of the most fJ.iurishing St.a tes of the 
glorious West, we would see secured to .a ll the Territories 
of tile Union; and restore peace and harmony to the 
whole country, by bringing back the Government to what 
it was under the wise and patriotic men who created it. 
If the Republicans shall succeed in that object, as they 
hope to, t hey will be held in grateful remembrance by the 
busy and teeming millions of future ages. 

I am, very truly yours, 

The Hon. GEORGE ASHMUN, President of 
and others of the Convention. 

11 . HAMLIN. 
the Convention, 

MR. BRECKINRIDGE ACCEPTS. 

WASHINGTON CITY, July 6, 1860. 
DEAR Sm: I have your letter of the 23d ultimo, by 

which I am officially informed of my nomination for the 
office of President of the United States by the Democratic 
National Com·ention lately assembled at Baltimore. 

The circumstances of this nomination will justify me in 
r eferring to its personal aspect. 

I have not sought nor desired to be placed before the 
country for the oftice of President. 'Yhen my name was 
presented to the Convention at Charleston, it was with
drawn by a friend in obedience to my expressed wishes. 
My views had not changed when the Convention reas
sembled at Baltimore, and when I heard of the differen~es 
which occurred there, my indisposition to be connected 
prominently with the canvass was confirmed and ex
pressed to many friends. 

Without discussing the occurrences which preceded the 
nominations, and which are or soon will be well under
stood by the country, I have only to say that I approved, 

gratitude and confidence of his countrymen . 
The resolutions adopted by the Convention have my 

cordial approval. '.l'hey are just to all parts of the Union, 
to all our citizens, native and naturalized, and they form 
a noble policy for any administration. 

The questions touching the rights of persons and pro
perty, which have of late been much discussed, find in 
these resolutions a constitutional solution. Our Union is 
a Confederacy of equal sovereign States, for the purposes 
enumerated in the Federal Constitution. Whatever the 
common Government holds in trust for all the States must 
be enjoyed equally by each. It controls the Territories 
in trust for all the States. Nothing less than sovereignty 
can destroy or impair the rights of persons or ]'Jroperty. 
'.l'he Territorial Governments are subordinate and tempo
rary, and not sovereign; hence th ey cannot destroy or 
impair the rights of persons or property. \.YhHe they 
continue to be Territories they are under the control of 
Congress, but the Constitution nowhere confers on any 
branch of the J;'ederal Government the power to discrimi
nate against the rights of the States or the prcperty of 
their citizens in the •rerritories. It follows that the citi
zens of all the States may enter the '.l'erritories of the 
Union with their property, of whatever kind, and enjoy it 
during the territorial condition without let or hindrance, 
either by Congress or by the subordinate Territorial 
Governments. 

These principles flow directly from the absence of 
sovereignty in the Territorial Governments and from the 
equality of the States. Indeed, they are e~sential to that 
equality, 'Yhich is, and ever htis been, the vital principle 
of our Constitutional Union. They have been settled 
legislatively-settled judiciously, and are sustained by 
right reason. They r est on the rock of the Constitution-
they will preserve the Union. ~ 

It is idle to attempt to smother thrse great issues, or to 
misrepresent them by the use of partisan phrases, which 
are misleading and delusive The people will look be
neath such expressions as" Intervention," "Congre~s
ional Slave Code," and the like, and will penetrate to the 
real questions involved. 'l'he fiiends of Const!tutional 
equality do not and never did demand a" Congressional 
Slave Code," nor any other code in regard to property in 
the Territories. They hold the doctrine of non-interven· 
tion hy Congress, or by a '.l'erritorial Legislature, either 
to establish or prohibit Slavery; but they assert (fortifi· 
eel by the highest judicial tribunal in the Union) the plain 
duty of the Federal Government, in all its departments, 
to secure, when necessary, to the citizens of all the 
States, the enjoyment of their property in the common 
Territories, as everywhere else within its jurisdiction. 
The only logical answer to this would seem to be to 
claim so1'ereign power for the 'l'erritories, or to deny 
that the Constitution recognizes property in the services 
of negro slaves, or to deny that such property can exist. 

Inexorable logic, which works its steady way through 
clouds and pas!10n, compels the country to meet tho 
issue. '!'here is no evasive middle ground. Already tho 
sign.s multiply of a fanatical and growing party, which 
demes that under the Constitution, or by any other law, 
slave property can exist; and ultimately the struggle 
must come between this part.y and the National Demo
cracy, sustained by all the other conservative elements 
in the Union. 

I think it will be impossible for a candid mind to dis
cover hostility to the Union or a taint of sectionalism 
in the resolutions a,dopted by the Convention. Tho 
Constitution and the Union repose on the equality 
of the States, which lles like a broad foundation under
neath our whole political structure. As I construe 
them, the resolutions simply assert this equalit.y. They 
demand nothing for any State or section that is not 
cheerfully conceded to all the rest. It is well to remem, 
ber that the chief disorders which have aillicted our 
country have grown out of the violation of State equality 
and that as long as this great principle has been respected 
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we have been blessed with harmony and peace. Nor will I and no more shall we be troubled with the agitation of 
it be easy to persuade the country that resolutions are this dangerous question, because it will be removed as 
sectional which command the support of a majority of I well from the 'l'erritorial legislatures as from the halls of 
the States, and are approved by the bone and body of Congress-when we shall be free to turn our attention to 
the old Democracy, and by a vast mass of conservative more useful issues, promotive of our growth in national 
opinion everywhere, without regard to party. greatness. 

It bas been necessary more than once in our history, Our "Union must be preserved ! But this can only be 
to pause and solemnly assert the true character of this done by maintaining the Constitution inviolate in all its 
Government. A memorable instance occurred in the provisions and guaranties. 'l'he Judicial authority, as 
struggle which ended in the civil revolution of 1800. provided by the Constitution, must be maintained, and its 
Tile liepublicans of that day, like the Democracy of this, decisions implicitly obeyed, as well in regard to the rights 
were stigmatized as disunionists, but they nobly conduct- of property in the Territories as in all other matters. 
ed the contest under the Constitution, and saved our po- lioping for success, and trusting in th~ truth and justice 
litical system. By a little constitutional struggle it is of the principles of our party, and in that Divine Provi
intended to assert and establish the equality of the dence that has watched over us and made us one of the 
States, as the only basis of union and peace. When this great nations of the earth, and that we may continue to 
object, so national, so constitutional, so just, shall be merit Divine protection, I cheerfully accept the nomina
accomplished, the last cloud will disappear from the tion so unanimously conferred on me, aml cordially in
American sky, and with common hands and hearts the dorse the platform adopted by the Convention. 
States and the people will m1ite to develop the resources I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, 
of the whole country, to bind it together with the bonds Your friend and obedient servant, 
of intercourse and brotherhood, and to impel it onward JOSEPH LANE. 
in its great career. 

'l'he Constitution and the Eqttalit'y of the States ! These 
are symbols of everlasting Union. Let these be the ral
lying cries of the people. 

I trust that this canvass will be conducted without 
rancor, and that temperate arguments will take the 
place of hot words and passionate accusations. 

Above all, I venture humbly to hope that Divine Provi
dence, to whom we owe our origin, our growth, and all 
our prosperity, will continue to protect our beloved 
country against all danger, foreign and domestic. 

I am, with great respect, your friend, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE. 

The Hon. C. CUSHING, President of the Democratic National 
Convention. 

GEN. LANE'S ACCEPTANCE, 

W.ASHINGTON, June31J, I&iO. 
HON. CALEB CUSHING, PRESIDENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC NA

TIONAL CONVENTION: 
Sm-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 

communication you ir.ake in behalf of the Democratic 
National Convention, in which you inform me that, on the 
23d inst., I was unanimously nominated by that party for 
the office of Vice-President of the United States, with the 
request that I shall accept the nomination. _ 

The platform adopted, and of which you inclose me a 
copy, meets with my hearty approval, as it embodies 
what I have been contending for as the only means of 
stopping sectiOnal agitation, by securing to all equality 
and constitutional rights, the denial of which has Jed to 
the present unhappy condition of public affairs. 

Compromises of constitutional principles are ever dan
gerous, and I am rejoiced that the true Democracy has 
seen fit to plant a firm foot on the rock of truth, and to 
give the people an opportunity to vindicate their love of 
justice and fraternal regard for each other's rights. 

Non-intervention on the subject of Slavery, I may em
phatically say, is that cardinal maxim of the Democracy 
-non-intervention by Congress and non-intervention by 
Territorial Legislatures, as is fully stated in the first reso
lution of the adopted platform. 

In vain should we declare the former without insisting 
upon the latter; because, to permit Territorial legisla
tures to prohibit or establish Slavery, or by unfriendly le
gislation to invalidate property, would be granting powers 
to the creature or agent, which, it is admitted, do not ap
pertain to the principal, or the power that creates; besides 
which, it would be fostering an element of agitation in the 
Territory that must necessarily extend to Congress and 
the people of all the States. 

If the Constitution establishes the right of every citizen 
to enter the co=on territory with whatever property be 
legally possesses, it necessarily devolves on the Federal 
Government the duty to protect this right of the citizen 
whenever and wherever assailed or infringed. The De
mocratic party honestly meets this agitating question, 
which is threatening to sever and destroy this brotherhood 
of States. It does not propose to legislate for the exten
sion of Slavery, nor for its restriction, but to give to each 
State and to every citizen all that our forefathers proposed 
to give-namely, perfect equality of rights, and then to 
commit to the people, to climate, and to soil, the determi
nation as to the kind of institution best fitted to their re
quirements in their constitutional limits, and declaring as 
a fundamental maxim, that the people of a Territory can 
only establish or prohibit Slavery when they come to form 
a constitution, preparatory to their admission as a State 
into the Union. 

If, happily, our principles shall prevail, an era of peace 
and harmony will be restored to our distracted countTy, 

MR. DOUGLAS .ACCEPTS. 

WASHINGTON, Frida,y, Jwne 29, 1860. 
GEl\TLEMEN: In accordance with the verbal assurance 

which I gave you when you placed in my hands the 
authentic evidence of my nomination for the Presidency 
by the National Convention of the Democratic party, I 
now seud you my formal acceptance. Upon a careful 
examination of the platform and principles adopted at 
Charl~ton and reaffirmed at Baltimore, with an additional 
resolution which is in perfect harmony with the others, I 
find it to be a faithful embodiment of the time-honored 
principles of the Democratic party, as the same were pro
claimed and understood by all parties in the Presidential 
contest of 1848, 1852, and 1856. 

Uµon Jookicg into the proceedings of the Convention 
also, I find that the nomination was made with great 
unanimity, in the presence and with the concurrence of 
more than two-third~ of the whole numbtr of delegates, 
and in accordance with the long-established usages of 
the party. My inflexilile purpose not to be a candidate, 
nor accept the nomination under any contingency, except 
as the r~gular nominee of the National Democratic party 
and in that case only upon the condition that the usages, 
as well as the principles of the party, should be strictly 
adhered to, bad been proclaimed for a long time a.nd 
become well known to the country. These conditions 
having all been complied with by the free and voluntary 
action of the Democratic masses and their faithful repre
sentatives, without any agency, interference, or procure
ment, on my part, I feel bound in honor and duty to 
accept the nomination. In taking this step, I am not 
unmindful of the responsibilities it imposes, but with firm 
reliance upon Divine Providence I have the faith that the 
people will comprehend the true nature of the issues in
volved, and eventually maintain the right. 

The peace of the country and the perpetuity of the 
Union have been put in jeopardy by attempts to interfere 
with and control the domestic alfairl!< of the people in the 
Territories, through the agency of the Federal Govern
ment. If the power and the duty of Federal interference 
is to be conceded, two hostile sectional part.ies must be 
tile inevitable result-the one inflaming the passions and 
ambitions of the Nor th, the other of the South, and each 
struggling to use the Federal i:ower itnd authority for 
the aggrandizement of its own section, at the expense 
of the equal rights of the other, and in derogation of 
those fundamental principles of self-government which 
were firmly established in this country ty the American 
Revolution, as the basis of our entire repuhlican system. 

During the memorable period of our political history, 
when the advocates of Federal intervention upon the sub
ject of Slavery in the Territories had well-nigti "precipi
tated the country into revolution," the Northern interven
tionists demanding the Wilmot Proviso for the prohibition 
of Slavery, and the Southern interventionists, then few in 
number, and without a single Representative in either 
House of Congress, insisting upon Congressional legisla
tion for the protection of Slavery in opposition to the 
wishes of tb~ people in either case, it will be remembered 
that it required all the wisdom, power and influence of a. 
Clay and a Webster and a Cass, supported by the conser
vative and patriotic men of the Whig and Democratic par
ties of that day, to devise and carry out a line of policy 
which would restore peace to the country and stability to 
the Union. The essential living principle of that policy, as 
applied in the legislation of 1850,i. was, and now is, non
intervenUon by Con(Jress with ijl(1!1)e,ry in th8 Territo
ries. The fair application of this just and equitable prin
ciple restored harmony and fraternity to a distracted coun-



FITZP .A.TRICK DECLINES-BELL ACCEPTS. 213 

try. If we now depart from that wise and just policy j theyropi:iety of acting in so gra;ve a matter with gre~ter 
which produced these happy results, and permit the coun- deliber~t10n, I concluded, as I mformed you at t~e trme 
try to be again distracted; if precipitated into revol:ition I by a 1:1:i~ate note, to C

1Pfer a formal acceptance until after 
by a sectional contest between Pro-Slavery and Anti-Sia· my arrival at home. . . 
very interventionists, where shall we look for another Clay, N~w that I have _had .ill the leisure I co:ild desire fo1: re
another Webster, or another Cass to pilot the ship of State j ~ectlon upon the c1rcum.stances under :which the nomma
over the breakers into a haven of peace and safety? , ti~n. was ma~e,. the punt:y of the motive~ and the ~ofty_. 

The Federal Union must be preserved. The Constitu- spmt of P.atnot~m by :viuch the qonvention was a~a 
tion must be maintained inviolate in all its parts. Every ted, as evmced m all 1ts proceedmgs, I c3:n appreciate 
ri"!lt guaranteed by the Constitution must be protected more j~stly_ the honor done me by the nommat10n; and, liy law in all cases where legislation is necessary to its en- thou.gh it might have been more fortun3:te .for !he country 
jonnent. The judicial authority, as provided in the Con- had it fallen uponsomeoneofthemanyd1St1i;igrnshedstates
stitution, must be sustained, and its decisions implicitly men.whose names were brought to th~ no~1ce of _the Co~
obeved and faithfully executed. The Jaws must be ad- vent10n, ra.tJ:ie.r.!~an myself, I accept 1t, with '.Ill 1ts poss1-
ruin"-stered and the constituted authorities upheld, and ble 1:espons1bilic1es. Whatever may be the issue _of the 
all u.ilawful resistance to these things must be put down ensumg _ca;nv3:ss, as for myself, I. shall ever regard it ~s a 
with firmness, impartiality and fidelity, if we expect to proud distmct10n-one worth a hf~long e!T~rt to attam:
enjoy and transmit unimpaired to our posterity, that to be pronounced worthy ~o receive the highest office m 
blessed inheritance which we have received in trust from the Goveri;iment at such '.1- trme as the pres.ent, an~ by such 
the pat.riots and sages of the Rev.olution. a Convei;itwn ~s tha.t whi~h recently met m _Balt:inore-a 

With sincere thanks for the.kmd and agreeable man- Convent10n ta: less unposmg by ~he _number of its men;.
ner in which vou have made known to me the action of hers, large as it was, tl:an by the1~· high cha.ract~r. In .1t 
the Convention I have the honor to be, wer~ men venerable ahke for their age and the1~ public 

' Your friend and fellow citizen services, who could not have been called from their volun-
S A DouGL~S. tary retirement from public life, but by the strongest senstl 

Jion. W~r. H. LUDLOW, of New-York;. u". P. DICK, of of p~trioti.c duty j others, though still in the prime of life, 
l\ or th Carolina. P. C. WICKLIFF, of Louisiana and others r~n~ng: with the first mei;i of t~e c?untry b:y honor.s. and 
of Committee ' ' d1stmct10ns already acqmred m !ugh official pos1t10ns, 

· State and national, many of them statesmen worthy to fill 
MR. FITZPATRICK DECLINES. the highest office in the government; a still greater num

ber occupying the highest rank in their respective profes-
W ASHJNGTON, June 25, IEQO. sional pursuits; others distinguished by their intelligence 

GENTLE~!EN: Your letter of to-day, informing me that I and well-earned influence in various walks of private life, 
"have been unanimously nominated by the National Con- and all animated and united by one spirit and one pur
vention of the Democratic party, which met at Charleston pose-the result of a strong conviction that our political 
on the 23d day of April last, and adjourned to meet at system, under the operation of a complication of disorders, 
Baltimore on the 18th day of June, as their candidate for is rapidly approaching a crisis when a speedy change must 
the office of Vice-President," was duly received. take place, indicating, as in diseases of the physical body, 

Acknowledging with the liveliest sensibility this distin- recovery or death. 
guished mark of your confidence and regard, it is with no The Convention, in discarding the use of platforms, ex
ordinary feelings of regret that considerations, the recital act no pledge from those whom they deem worthy of the 
of which I will not impose upon you, constrain me to de- highest trusts under the Government; wisely considering 
cline the nomination so :flatteringly tendered. J\Iy desig- that the surest guaranty of a man's future usefulness and 
nation as a cai;idi_date for tJ;iis. high position would have fidelity to the great interests of the country, in any offi
lJeen more gratifymg t? me 1f 1t had pr?ce~ded from the cbl station to which he may be chosen, is to be found in 
united D_emocr'.lcy-:imted both as to prmc1pl.es.and. men. his past history connected with the public service. The 

'l'he d1stract111g diff~rences at pres~n.t eXIBtmg m. the pledge implied in my acceptance of the nomination of the 
ranks of the Demoerat1c party ~ere stnking~y exemplified I N a,tional Union Convention is, that should I be elected, I 
lJoth at Charleston and at Baltimore, and, m my humble will not depart from the spirit and tenor of my past 
opinion, distinctly admonish me that I should in no way course· and the obli"ation to keep this pledge derives a. 
contribute to these unfortunate divisions. double 'force from th~ consideration that none is required 

The Black Republicans have harmoniously (at least in from me. 
Conv~;:ition) p_resented their candidates for. th~ Preside~cy I Yuu, sir, in your letter containing the official announce
and v1ce-Pres1dency. So have the Const1tut10nal Umou ment. of my nomination, have been pleased to ascribe to 
party (as it is termed). Each party is alre_ady. engaged _in J me the me1·it of moderntion and justice in my past public 
the contest. In the presence of such orgamzat10ns we still, , career. You have likewise giv 1-n me credit for a uni
unfortunately, exh~bit a divided camp. What a melar;- form support of all wise and beneficent measures of legis
choly spectacle ! It lS calculated to cause every Democratic la ti on, for a firm resistance to all measures calculated to 
citizen who cherishes the Constitution of his country to en"en,ler sectional discord, and for a lifelong devotion to 
de:<po?d, if not to despair, of the durabilitY: ?f the U;:iion. th~ Union, harmony, and prosperity of these States. 

Desirous, as far as I am capabl~ of exerc1smg any mflu- Whether your personal partiality has Jed you to over
cnce, to remove every obstacle which may prevent a resto- state my merJts as a public man or not in your enumera
ration of the peace, harmony, and perfect conc9rd of that tion of them you have presented a summary-a basis of 
glorious old party to which I have been inflexibly devoted all sound A~1erican statesmanship. It may be objected 
from early manhood-a party which, in my deliberate that nothing is said in this summary, in express terms,of 
opinion, is the only real and reliable ligament which binds the obligations imposed by the Constitution; but the 
the South, the North, the East, and the West together upon duty to respect and observe them is clearly implied, for 
constitutional principles-no alternative was left to me without due observance in the conduct of the Govern
but that which I have herein most respectfully communi- ment of the Constitution, its restrictions, and require
cated to you. men ts, fairly in terpreterl in accordance with its spirit 

For the agreeable manner in which you have conveyed and objects, there can be no end to sectional discord-no 
to me the action of the Convention, accept my sincere security for the harmony of the Union. 
thanks. I have not the vanity to assume that in my past con-

Yery truly your friend and obedient servant, nection with the public service I have exemplified the 
B. FITZPA.TRICK. course of a sound American statesman; but if I have 

To WM. H. LUDLOW, of New-York, and others. deserved the favorable view taken of it in your Jetter, I 

The Democratic National Committee subse
quently nominated the Hon. Herschel V. John
son, of Georgia, who accepted the position. 

MR. DELL ACCEPTS. 

NASHVILLE, .!Jfay 21, 1860. 
DEA.R Sm: Official information of my nomination to the 

Presidency by the National Union Convention, of which 
you were the presiding officer, was communicated to me 

. by your letter of the 11th inst., at Philadelphia, on the 
eve of my departure with my family for my place of resi
dence in Tennessee; and diffident as I was of my worthi
ness I did not hesitnte to signify my intention to accept 
the position assigned to me by that distinguished and pa
triotic body. But for convenience, and under a sense of 

may hope, by a faithful adherence to the maxims by 
which I have heretofore been guided, not altogether to dis
appoint the confidence and expectations of those who 
have placed me in my present relation to the public; anu 
if, unc1er Providence, I should be called to preside over 
the a !Iairs of this great country as the Executive Chief of 
the Government, the only further pledge I feel called upon 
to make is, that the utmost of my ability, and with what
ever strength of will I can command, all the powers and 
influence belon "ing to my official station,shall be employed 
and directed fo~· the promotion of all the great objects for 
which the Government was instituted, but more espe
cially for the maintenance of the Con titution and the 
Union against all imposing influences and tendeneies. 

I c:innot conclude this letter without expressing my 
high gratification at the nomination to the second office 
under the Government, of the eminently-gifted and dis-
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tinguished statesman of l\Iassachusetts, Edward Everett, 1 ing a single eye to that meri.torious object. As f~r as the 
a !(entlem<!n held by "eneral consent to be altogether purchase of Mount Vernon is concerned, that obJect has 
worthy or the first. " been effected, under the judicious and efficient man-

Tendering my grateful acknowledgments for the kind I a!'ei;rient ?f the l~egent a?~ Vic~-Regents of .the As~o
and complimentary nrnnner in which you were pleased -:iat10n, with the aid of t~ea· mtelhgent and active assist
to accompany the cornmunic1ttion of my nomination, I '[ ants throughout th.e Un!on .. But a .sum of money e!lual 
am dear sir with the hiahest respect to that already raised is still wantmg for the repair of 

' You'r obedient s:rvant ' JOHN BELL. the Mansion, the inclosure of the land purchased, the 
To the H on. WASHINGTON Hu'r.T. restoration of the house and grounds, as far as practi

cable, to their condition in 1800, and the establishment 
MR. EVERETT'S ACCEPTANCE. of a permanent fund for their conservation. I own 

that I am desirous still to enjoy the privilege of coope-
BosTON, May 29, 1860. rating in this noble work, which, however, it will be im-

l\1Y D~AR Sm: I have duly received your letter of the possible for me to do to any advantage, whatever may 
11th, in which you inform me officialiy, that the National bet.he result of the present canvass, if I am drawn int.o 
Union Convention, recently in session at Baltimore, had the vortex of a strenuously contested election. There 
done me the honor to nominate me as its candidate for are many parts of the country which I have not yet 
the office of Vice-President of the United States. visited. I had promised myself a rich harvest from the 

I am deeply impressed with this manifestation ·of the patriotic liberality of the States on the Gulf of J'llexico, 
favorable opiuion of the Convention, comprising as it did and of those on the lllississippi River (which I have not 
among its members so many persons distinguished for yet been able tp visit, with the exception of J\Iissouri, 
public service, patriotism and intelligence; and fairly through often kindly invited), and I confess that it is 
representing a considerable portion of the conservative very painful to me to withdraw from that broad field 
feeling of the country. For the great cordiality with of congenial labor to tread the thorny and thankless 
which, as you inform me, my name was proposed and paths of politics. 
received, my warmest thanks are due. Apart from the pecuniary aspects of the case, which, 

'!.'he grateful acceptance of such a nomination would, however, are of considerable importance, I will candidly 
under ordinary circumstances, be a matter of course; say that in holding up to the admiring veneration of the 
but it has unavoidably been with me the subject of long American people the peerless name of Washington, 
and anxious hesitation. The grounds of this hesitation I (almost the only bond of fraternal sentiment which the 
owe it to the Convention which has honored me with bitterness of our sectional controversies has left us), I 
this mark of its confidence, and to myself, to explain ; feel as if I was doing more good, as far as I am able to 
loath as I am to dwell on matters of personal interest do any good, and contributing more to revive the kindly 
of no importance to the public. feeling which once existed between North and South, 

It is generally known that I have, for some years and which is now, I grieve to say, nearly extinct, than I 
past, retired from active participation in political life, could possibly do by engaging in the wretched scramble 
not, as I hope I have shown, from indolence or want of for office-which is one great source of the dangers that 
sympathy with my fellow-citizens in the pursuit of the threaten the country. 
great obj ects of social life. '!.'he reasons of my retire- 'l.'hese considerations, and others of a still more personal 
ment have been more than once publicly stated, and I nature, have necessarily occasioned me to reflect long and 
beg to repeat them here from my speech at the Union 

1 

anxiously, before accepting the nomination with which 
meeting in Faneuil Hall last December: the Union Convention has honored me. In yielding at 

"I did not suppose that anything could occur which length to the earnest solicitations which have been ad
would make me think it my duty to appear again on this dressed to me, from the most respectable sources in almost 
platform, on any occasion of a political character; and every part of the Union, I make a painful sacrifice of 
had this meeting been of a party nature, ot· designed to inclination to what I am led to believe a public duty. It 
promote any party purposes, I should not have been has been urged upon me, and I cannot deny that such is 
here. When compelled, by the prostration of my health, my own feelings, that we have fallen upon times that call 
five ysars ago, to resign the distinguished place which I upon all good citizens, at whatever cost of personal con
then filled in the public service, it was with no expectation, venience, to contribute their share, however humble, to 
no wish, and no intention of ever again mingling in the the public service. 
scenes of public life. I have, accordingly, with the par- I suppose it to be the almost universal impression-it is 
tial restoration of my health, abstained from all partici- certainly mine-tbat the existing state of affairs is ex
patlon in political action of any kind; partly because I tremely critical. Our political controversies ha Ye sub
have found a more congenial, and, as I venture to think, stantially assumed an almost purely sectional character
a more useful occupation, in seeking to rally the affec- that of a fearful struggle between the North and the 
tions of my countrymen, North and South, to that great South. It would not be difiicult to show at length the 
name and precious memory which are left almost alone perilous nature and tendency of this struggle, but I can 
of all the numerous kindly associations which once only say, on this occasion, that, in my opinion, it cannot 
bound the different sections of the country together, and be much longer kept up, without rending the Union. I 
also because, between the extremes of opinion that ha Ye do not mean that either of the great parties in the country 
long distracted and now threaten to convulse the coun- desir~s or aims at a separation of the States as a final 
try, I find no middle ground of practical usefulness, on object, although there are extremists in considerable 
which a friend of moderate counsels can stand." numbers who have that object in view. ll'hile a potent 

It having been suggest.eel to me, notwit.hstanding these and a baleful influence is exercised by men of this class, 
avowals, that I might be thought of, at the Union Con- in both sections of the Union, a portion of the conserva
vention, as a candidate for the Presidency, I requested, tive masses are insensibly and gradually goaded into con
by telegraphic message and by letter, that my name, if currence with opinions and sentiments with which, in the 
brought forward, might be withdrawn. It is \.rue that in outset, they had no sympathy. Meantime, almost wholly 
these communications I had only in view a nomination neglecting the main public interests, our political contro
to the Presidency, none other having been snggested to versics tw·n more and more on questions, in reference to 
me; but all the reasons above indicated, which Jed me which, as abstract formulre, the great sections of the 
in advance to decline su ch a nomination, apply with country differ irreconcilably, though there is nothing 
equal force to the Vice-Presidency. These reasons, of practically important at stake which requires the discus
course, still exist in unimpaired force, and I cannot now sion to be kept uf>. These controversies are carried on 
take an active part in politics without abandoning a with steadily increasing bitterness and exasperation. The 
deliberately formed purpose, and even exposing myself passions thus kindled have already led to acts of violence 
to the suspicion of insincerity in its persistent avowal. and bloodshed, approaching to civil war in the Territories, 

Without dwelling upon these considerati'lns, of which, and attempted servile insurrection in the States. 1'he 
however, I am sure the weight will be admitted, I beg great religious and philanthropic associations of the coun
leave to advert for a moment to my connection with the try are sundered, and the kindly social relations of North 
movement for the purchase of Mount Vernon, to which and South seriously impaired. The national House of 
your Jetter alludes in such obliging terms. 'l'he favor Representatives, hovering on the verge of anarchy, re
which has attended my exertions in that cause (if I may quires weeks to effect an organization, which ought to be 
without indelicacy say anything on that subject) has been the work of an hour, and it holds its sessions (many of its 
mainly the result of my known and recognized discon- members, I am told, armed with concealed weapons), on 
nection from party politics. If it could have been even the crust of a volcano. 'l'he candidates for the Presidency 
plausibly insinuated that I was, or intended to become, representing respectively the dominant sect.ional ideas, 
a candidate for high political honors, I should, i'n my will, at the ensuing election, in all probability, be sup
various excursions in aid of that fund, have laid myself ported by a purely geographical vote. In other words, 
open to the imI?utation of speaking one word for l\Iount we are already brought to a pass, at which North and 
Vernon and two for myself. As it is, the people through South cannot and will not cooperate in the periodical 
out the Union have generously given me credjt for hav- reorganization of the Government. 
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Can such a state of things long continue, especially I blood of an unarmed, defenceless man, and he a Senator 
with the ever-present risk of new causes of exasperation? of l\Iassachusetts: if by laying down my life this hour, I 
I own it seems to me impossible, unless some healing I could undo what has been done the last two years (begin· 
course U. adopted, that the catastrophe, which the mass of ning with the disastrous repeal of the Mbsouri Compro
goorl citizens deprecate, should be much longer delayed. mise) to embitter the different parts of the country against 
A spirit of lrntriotic moderation must be called into action each other, and weaken the ties which unite them, I would 
t.hroughout the Union, or it will assuredly be broken up. willingly, cheerfully, make the sacrifice. 
U:nless the. wa.rfare. of inOammatory speeche~ .and ince?- In a letter written subsequently in explana· 
d1arv puhl1cat.t0ns rs abandoned, and good crtrzens, as m . ' 1 ' . 
17TG and 11~1, North and South, will agree to deal with t1on ofthesc remar.rn, Mr. E1'erett sa1d-
the same elements of discord (for they existed then as now), I have condemned from the outset, and still mo5t 
a~ our Fathers dealt with them, we shall but for a very decidedly condemn the policy of the late Administration 
few years longer be even nominally brethren of one family. towards Kansas. I opposed the Kansas-Xebraska bill in 
'l'he suggestion that the Union can be maintained by the the Territorial Committee, of which I was a member. I 
numerical predominance and military prowess of one voted against the amendment to the bill by which the 
section, exerted to coerce the other into submission, is, in Missouri Compromise was repealed. I opposed the bill to 
my judgment, as self-contradictory as it is dangerous. It the best of my ability, in a speech delivered in the Senate 
comes loaded with the death smell from fields wet with on the 8th of February, 185-!, of which I send you a copy; 
broth ers' blood. If the vital principle of all republican and I should have voted against it on its passage (as I 
government" is the consent of the governed," much more stated in my place at the next meeting of the Senate) had 
does a union of coequal sovereign States require, as its not severe illness compelled me, at 3t o'clock in the morn
basis, the harmony of its members and their voluntary ing, to leave the Senate chamber before the Yote was 
cooperation in its organic funct.ions. taken. I informed my Southern political friends, when 

Believing, for these reasons, that healing counsels must the bill was brought in, that it ought to be entitled a bill 
he listened to, if we are much longer to remain one people, to "annihilate all conservative feeling in the non-slave
! regArd the late National Union Convent.ion as a move- holding States." With these views of the subject, though, 
ment in the right direction. I could wish that it had been as I trust, for reasons higher than any effect on party 
e1trlier assembled; with less exclusive reference to oflicial politics, I fully concurred in the main line of argument 
nominations, and with a more comprehensive rPpresenta- in Mr .. Swrnner's speech. Abstaining, howeYer, habitu
tion, if possible, of the confliciing opinions of the country. ally myself from all personalities in debate, and belieYing 
0!1 general principles and in ordinary times, I admit that that they always irritate and neYer persuade nor convince 
third parties a re objectionable, but in the ex·1sting state I could not of course bestow my" unqualified approbation" 
of affairs, if there is to be any escape from the present ill- on the manner in which he treated the subject. 
omened conflict, it would seem that a commencement 
must he made with such a mee1ing as that oft he 9th and 
10 th, at Baltimore. lt was a fair representation of the 
conservative opinion of the country; and the calmness, 
gr:oi.vity and good feeling with which its proceedings were 
conducted, cannot be too highly praised. 

In adopting as its platform the Constitution wit,hout 
note or comment, the Convention, as it seems to me, pu1·
sued a wise and patriotic course. No other course was 
thought of in the earlier days of the Republic. Elec
tioneering pl.itforms are almost wi~hout exception equivo
cal and delusive. It is objected thM men differ as to the 
meaning of the fundamental law; hut they differ not less 
as to any gloss or comment"ry. The Constitution, in its 
fair ancl natural interpretation, ia the only basis on which 
good citiz 0 ns in every part of the country can now unite; 
and any attempt to go further will usually have no other 
effect than to cHnse those who agree on great practical 
principles to differ on metaphysical subtleties, or to bring 
to::rethcr, by artfully constructed phrases and from selfish 
motives, tho~e who have nothing else in common. 

'l'he candidate for the P1·esidency, presented by the 
Union Con vent ion, is every way worthy of confidence and 
support. I speak from personal knowledge and long asso
ciation with him in the public service. His distinguished 
talent, large experience in public affairs, proved integ
rity and sterling patriotism furnish the amplest pledge for 
an honest and eilicient administration of the government 
at home and abrnad. A citizen of the South, and Joyal 
to her constitutional right'>, his impartial and conciliatory 
course as a public man affords a ground on which he can 
be supported in either section of the country, without 
dereliction of principle, and by men of all parties, without 
a painful sacrifice of former preferences. 

Deeply regretting that the Convention has not put it in 
my power to pay an equally cordial and emphatic tribute 
to some worthy candidate for the Vice-Presidency, but 
foeling it a duty to give the desired proof of sympathy 
with their patriotic efforts to re tore the happy days of 
brotherly concord between the different sections of our 
beloved country. 

I remain, dear sir, sincerely yours, 
EDWARD EvimETT. 

Mn. EVERETT ON SO:>JNER. 

Soon after the brutal assault on Charles Sum
ner, in 185G, :Ur. Everett, iu some remarks 
delivered at Taunton, Mass., referre<l to the 
subject as follows: 

The civil war with its hon-id train of pillage, fire, and 
slaughter, carri~d on, wUhout thl'; slightest provocation, 
against the infant settlements of ou~ ~rethren ~n the fron
tier of the Union· the worse than c1v1l war which has for 
months raged un;ebuked at the Capital of the Union, and 
has at length, by an act of lawl e~s vio!en~e, of which I 
know no parallel in the history of Const1tutronn.l Govern
ment, st~ined the floor of the Senate chamber >rith the 

GEORGI.A. ON EVERETT. 

On the accession of Gen. Httrrison to the 
Presidency, in 1840, he nominated the lion. 
Edward Everett as minister to England, and 
this nomination was resisted with great perti
nacity by the entire force of the D emocratic 
party in the Senate, on the ground of Mr. 
Everett's Anti-Slavery sentiments, already quo
ted. The Whigs having a m:ijority in the 
Senate, the nomination, after a severe struggle. 
was confirmed. Among tho:;;e voting for the 
Confirmation was the Hon. James McPherson 
Berrien, of Georgia; but his vote on this occa
sion was so distasteful to the people of Georgia 
that the legislature of that State adopted the 
following resolve: 

ResoV/Jed, That the opinions publicly proclaimed by 
Edward Everett, now minister to England, of the power 
and obligation of Congress to abolish Slavery in the Dis
trict of Columbia, to interdict the slave-trade between the 
States, and to refuse the admission into the Union of any 
Territory tolerating Slavery, are unconstitutional in their 
character, subversive of the rights of the South, and if 
carried out, will destroy this Union; and that the Hon. 
John McPherson Berrien, in sustaining for an important 
appointment, an individual holding uch obnoxions senti
ments, has omitted a proper occasion to give an eflic;ent 
check to such sentiments, and in so doing has not truly 
represented the opinions or wishes of the people of 
Georgia, of either political party. 

Tbe vote of the legislature on the adoption 
of this resolve was: In the Senate, Ayes 40; 
Nays 0. In the House, Ayes 101; Nays 40. 

JUDGE DOUGLAS ON THE MISSOURI CO:>JPROMISE. 

In a speech delivered at Springfield, Ill., in 
1849, Senator Douglas, in speaking of the Mia
souri Compromise, said: 

It has received the sanction of all parties in every sec
tion of the Union. It had itR origin in the hearts of all 
patriotic men who desired to preserve and perpetuate 
the blessinus of our glorious TTnion-an origin aki n to 
that of the°Constitution of the United St.ates, concein'i 
in the same spirit of fraternal affection, and calculated to· 
remove forever the only danger which seemed to threat.en 
at some distant day to sever the sacred bond of Union. 
All the evidence8 of public opinion seem to indicate t)lat 
this Compromise has become canonized in the hearts of 
the American people as a sacred thing,'which no ruthless 
hand would be reckless enough to disturb. 



POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 

JY.I: A. IN E. 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844 . 1840. 

COUNTIES. 

!:1o~~~~~~g~~:: 3~~~ 1n~ 18~ 1 ~~ org;~~ zed. 80 -: ~-: ~ -:--:1-: ~ 
Cumberland . . . 8211 5253 605' 4471 6504 1379 4797 5939 1744 4433 6367 695 6790 6438 
Franklin....... 2529 1353 21 997 1310 596 886 1431 810 1132 1609 392 1&.18 2058 
Hancock . . . . . . 3667 2142 161 1809 2619 214 2075 2318 247 18-19 2608 105 248..i 2509 
Kennebec .. .. . 7320 2487 340 4489 2703 954 5056 2634 1656 5393 3535 561 6905 3521 
Lincoln........ 4935 3598 392 5224 5168 563 5316 4670 967 4566 5354 461 6286 5188 
O:Kford . . . . . . . . 4364 3116 28 1560 4049 697 1531 3601 1201 1R87 4395 397 2932 4800 
Penobscot . . . . . 7861 3793 3411 3132 4513 1015 3916 4591 1528 3376 4898 695 4338 4W5 
Piscataquis . . . . 1734 915 97 693 851 381 937 1168 432 1047 1136 228 1275 1136 
Sagadahoc..... 2956 93..i 397 Unorganized. I 
Somerset . . . . . . 4283 1926 417 2894 2019 457 2445 2085

1

1008 2&.10 2530 43.'5 36S4 2597 
Waldo........ . 5159 3138 11..i 1379 3126 757 1768 3382 1107 1829 4661 316 2694 5069 
Washington . . . 3299 2867 64 2278 2690 211 2501 2446 449 2829 2605 77 2357 2235 
York.......... 6636 5054 ~ 3393 5270 7261 3466 4697 ~ 3216 5117 453 4785 5725 

Total .. ...... 67379139080 3325I 32543 416091 8030
1 

35125
1 

39880
1

12096 34378 45719 4836I 46€12 46201 

Fremont over Buchanan, 28,299; Pierce 01er Scott, 9,066; Cass over Taylor, 4,755; Polk over Clay, 11,3..il; 
H arrison over Van Buren, 411. Mr. James G. Birney received 194 votes in this State, in 1840. 

NE VT - HA. JY.I: PS HIRE. 

COUNTIES. Rep. Dem. Am. Whiq. Dem. F. Soil. Wl1iq. D em. FreeD. Wh(q. D em. Abo. I WM,q. Dem. 
Frem't 13uc'an Fill' re. Scott. Pierce. ll11le. Taylor. Cass. Van li. Clny. Polk. Birney. Ha'son Yan 13. 

----
Belknap ....... 2062 2220 21 737 1837 262 610 1T69 334 864 1701 2481 Cnorg anized 
Carroll ..... ... 2185 2511 17 491 1825 350 539 1835 625 732 1816 233 L'norg anized 
Cheshire ...... 3910 2269 56 2063 2264 698 1881 2076 945 2358 2070 374 3638 2802 
Coos ...... . . .. 1200 1508 2 376 1491 167 230 1282 219 348 1364 108' 525 1341 
Grafton . .. .... 5029 4620 39 2043 4286 771 1927 4060 1104 2566 40-16 6311 3691 4978 
Ilillsl)oro' ..... 7081 5326 85 2981'> 4855 1447 2799 4773 1257 3124 4588 675 408..i 5072 
Merrimac ... . . 4949 4730 43 1627 4628 1001 1245 4218 1G76 1589 3821 628 2755 5030 
Rockingham ... 5914 4915 111 2506 4502 1071 2710 3972 982 2830 4007 584 4102 4984 
Strafford ...... 3566 2683 20 2003 2250 498 1664 1912 495 1702 18081 330 5'280 6755 
Sullivan ..... _ . 2449 2007 98 1316 2059 480 1176 1866 528 15531 19-14 350 2088 2299 

Total ....... . 
1 

383451 32789 

__ ~_ I ---
14781127763 

-- ------ ----
422 16147 29997 6695 75601 178661 271601 41611 26163 32761 

I 

Fremont over Buchanan, 5,556; Pierce over Scott, 13,850; Cass over Taylor, 12,982; Polk over Clay, 9,294; 
Van Buren over Harrison, 6,598. l\fr. Birney received 126 votes in 1840. 

RHODE ISL.AND. 

COUNTIES. Rep. Dem. , Am. II lf7iiq. I Dem. F. Snil.I WMq D Pm. PreeD. 1 Tr7li?. D em. Ano. / H'7d_q. I Dem. 
, Frem'r Buc'au Fill're. Scott. Pierce. llale. Taylor.~~ \'an B.I Cla.~ Pol~ Birney. Ha's: Van 13. 

------------------- -
Bristol......... 603 3371 218 628 367 2 590 131 1s 589 109 ...... 

1 

476 135 
Kent...... .... 1260 566 15 839 748 83 690 318 52 786 381 . . . . . . 669 372 
Newport .. . .. . 1258 750 659 1240 1005 48 1207 232 11!3 12291 473 ...... : 914 417 
Providence . . . . 6903 44821 331

1 
3888 5529 4.31 3542 2515 898 3751 8192 ..... · 1 24S2 1711 

Washington .. . 1443 595 452 1022 1086 80 750 450 149 967 712 . . . . . . 737 665 ____ ! ______ 
------ ------ ----

Total. ....... 11467 66801 l6i51l 76261 8i351 6441 67791 36461 730 11 73221 4867 1071 5278 3301 

Fremont over Ifochanan, 4,787; Pierce 01er Scott, 1,10!1; Taylor over Cass, 3,133; Clay over Polk, 2,455; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 1,977. Mr. Birney r eceived 42 votes in 1840. • 
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:r,..a:.A.SS.A.CHUSETTS-

COUNTIES. 

1856. I 1852. I 1848. 1844. 1840. 

Rep. Der;i. , Am. 1

1 

Tfhig. Dem. F. Soil. Whi,q. Dem. f FreeD. Whig. Dem. f Aho. Wh;g. Dem. 
----·-- Frem't Bue an F1ll're. ::icon. Pierce. Hale. Taylor. Cass. Van B. Olay. Polk. Birney. Ha'soo Van B . 

2667 703 300 13T9 892 473 2015 802 516 2290 1415 251 2751 1554 
5344 2749 3771 3579 2973 631 J 3549 2387 1549 3656 3885 401 3931 3780 
8845 2465 936 3827 3267 2091 4840 2170 2832 4872 4903 644 4855 4904 
m m m l ~ ~ 48 ~ ~ fil ~ ~ 24 ~ m 

15885 4577 2612 6539 4576 34851 8555 4678 5020 8518 5259 18871 10056 6513 
4445 1266 260 2552 1726 1218 2133 1542 1645 2725 2047 423 3461 2137 
5533 2730 6311 3445 3458 757' 3306 3061 1284 3416 3593 451 J 3441 3312 
5166 832 277 3300 1425 1243 3055 1070 1806 3725 1605 626 4083 1625 

17222 7705 40951 8750 8925 5231 1. 9854 6820 5964 9581 9124 17181 9716 8626 
583 126 73 329 189 189 : 444 89 159 683 237 41 671 320 

8402 3697 2670 3589 3454 2479 , 4739 2451 3538 5217 4287 8881 5404 4238 

Barnstable ... . 
Berkshire .. . . . 
Bristol .. . 
Dukes ....... . . 
Essex .... • . . . . 
Franklin . .. .. . 
Hampden .... . 
Hampshire . .. . 
Middlesex .. .. . 
Nantucket . ... . 
Norfolk .... . . . 
Plymouth .... . 7228 1772 1496 2993 2080 2440 3568 1847 3189 4449 3315 8(){) 5065 3548 

85821 5853 4648 4868 5413 1600 8895 3173 2132 8778 4659 509 75571 4339 
17971 4604 . H!9 . 7283 5966 7138 : 5827 5058 8343 9359 7562 2147 11537 6764 

1081901 39240 19620 1 52683 44569 2802311 61070 35281 28058 674181 52846110860 1 72874151944 

Suffolk . ...... . 
Worcester ..... . 

Total. ....... 

Fremont over Buchanan, 68,950; Scott over Pierce, 8,114; Taylor over Cass 25 789; Clay over P olk, 14,572; 
Harrison over Van Buren, 20,930. Mr. Birney received 1,621votesin1840. ' ' 

VER~ONT-

COUNTIES. Rep. Dem.\ Am. fl'Mq. D Pm. ,F. Soil. I l'.'Mg. I Dern. ,'Preen. I lT71i,q. Dem. A/Jo lT71ig. Dem. 
------ l·'-"_·e_m_'' l.lnc'an ~ Sco1 t. Pierce. Ualc. I Taylor. Cass. Van B. Clay. Polk. Birney. Ha',on \'an B 

Addison . . . ... . 3362 334 68 2041 378 642 2558 319 1035 2527 772 312 2806 916 
2120 785 70 1888 1150 1811 1559 1150 616 1656 1450 1681 1796 1428 Bennington ... . 

Caledonia .... . 2540 1ou1 23 1673 1480 487 13671 1158 sssJ 1762 1730 1841 2025 1713 
2844 688 73 1672 803 908 1763 571 15161 1924 1444 386· 2286 1381 Chittenden .... . 

Essex . . ... . .. . 622 274 4 467 382 161 370 331 42 392 331 18' 448 303 
2454 870 65 1675 12111 5261 14561 691 1204· 1872 1438 2611 2186 1191 Franklin ..... . 

Grand Isle .... . 
Lamoille . ..... . 

405 92 9 295 186 31 311 130 1041 339 165 - 363 162 
1607 402 13 393 462 689 289 474 754 485 759 411 907 888 
3207 1364 61 1799 1555 752 : 1780 1414 1808·1 2076 1910 412 2874 2216 Orange ..... . . . 

Orleans ...... . 2001 494 6 1199 859 308, 1056 562 536 I 1192 833 245 1294 745 

~~~~ 1~~~ 3g fig~ 1m 1~I~ 1 iii~§ I 1i§~ inXi ~~~5 ~~~~ ~~ §6~i i~~ Rutland .. .... . 
Washington ... . 
Windham ..... . 
'Windsor ...... . 

4068 742 47 2053 881 986 2648 608 14431 2642 1703 385 3472 1715 
57061 1273 ~ 3358 ~~ 1105I ~~I 1103 1908 4669 1843 ~ ~:2_ 1821 

Total. ....... 395611105691 5451 1 221731 130441 86211 1 231221 109481138371 267701180411 3954 32440118018 

' Fremont over Buchanan, 28,992 ; Scott over Pierce, 9,129; Taylor over Cass, 12,174 ; Clay over Polk, 8,729; 
Ha1Tison over Van Buren, 14,422. l\Ir. Birney receiyed 319 votes in 1840. 

NE "VT - J ERSE -y _ 

IJem. FreeD. TVMlJ. Dem. .Abo. Whi,q. Dem. 
r. Cass. VnnB. Clny. l'olk. Birney. Ha'son \an .B. 

---- - - ---- --
2 780 - 493 848 ...... 425 84 
·1 1262 15 979 1440 . ~ .... 977 134 
8 3014 so 371l0 3017 ······ 3417 240 

COUNTIES \ RP)'· I Dem. I Am. WMg. Dem. F. Soil.\ WldlJ 
------· - :·F_r_em-'t Buc'unlFill're. ~ ~ Hale. Tay lo 

Atlantic. ..... . . 547 684\ 160 349 751 47 
Bergen........ 436 1548

1 
797 \ 926 1414 100 

Burlington . . . . 3149 3682 1584 3820 3796 114 389 
Camden ..... . . 817 17661 2088\ 1568 1696 :'._

2

1· 196 7 1236 23 1448 1208 ...... Unorg anize 

6 
6 
5 
d 
4. 
0 
2 
3 
1 
3 
4 
3 
0 

7 226 - 780 314 .. ... 696 
(j 1319 - 1549 1371 1497 
7 2824 127 5471 3655 ...... 4636 
7 882 88 1411 902 ...... 2388 

760 so l 1129 703 .... .. 732 
1 3220 9 2544 3386 ... .. 1530 
1 2058 26 1883 1577 2022 
9 1807 12~ 1 2321 2023 ······ 2014 
9 3450 3221 34341 ...... 2953 
9 2424 91 1 2903 24661 ...... 2509 
n organi zed. 

1291 ... ... 1362 91 1304 120 , 1602 
21 1586 281 1775 14931 ...... 1582 
81 1617 - 2139 1978,. ..... 1721 
l J 3443 46 1295 3490 ...... 1171 

~~I~ 2899 1~ 1419 

51 369011 819, j 383181 374951 1311 33351 

Cape May..... 177 312 497 604 352 65 
Cumberland... 642 1574 1231 1371 1312 166 
Essex . . . . . . . . . 4760 6845 4338J 62-!2 5631 351 599 
Gloucester . . . . 639 986 1380\ 1221 1083 551 129 
Hudson . . .. .. . 1702 2574 1411 1596 1645 291 1434 
Ilunterclon . . . . 1554 3496 1106 2290 3578 - 219 
Mercer......... 2155 28571 10641 2658 2569 13

1 

263 
:Middlesex . . . . . 1209 2468 1988[ 2495 2401 - 246 
Monmouth . . . . 1003 3319 1815 1~06 3179 5 311 
l\[orris .. .. . .. . 2310 30081 696 2549 2800 251· 288 
Ocean. ... ..... 892 G\.O 30-il 1102 567 - U 
Passaic........ 1422 1618 954, 1670 1825 - 174 
f'alem......... 432 1769 15161 1724 1783 31 170 
Somerset...... 1295 1846 709 1814 1680 1 202 
Sussex . . . . . . . . 16011 3054 31 1 1177 3184 3 121 
W arren . . . . . . . 15961 28771 4461 1574 2759 lOI 1634 

Total........ 28338/ 46943! 24115!138556144305 350!1 4001 

19 
119 
283 
177 

50 
273 
149 
1'68. 
2SS 
21 50 

96 2 
2 

45 
2 
6 

130 
13 
203 
246 

810 34 

Buchanrin over Fremont, 18,605; Pierce over Scott, 5,749; Taylor over Cass, 8,114; Clay over Poik, 823; Harrison 
over Van lluren, 2,317. l\fr. Birney received 69 votes in 1840. 
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COUNTIES. 

-· 
Adams ........ 
Allen . - . . . . . . . 
Ashland . ..... 
AshtalJi.;l:J ..... . 
Athcus ........ 
Auglaize .. .... 
Belmont ....... 
Brown ........ 
Butler ......... 
Carroll ........ 
Champaign .... 
Clark .. .... . .. 
Clermont ... ... 
Clinton .. .. .... 
Columbiana ... 
Coshocton ..... 
Crawford ....... 
Cuyahoga ..... 
Darke ......... 
Defiance ...... 
Delaware ...... 
Erie ........... 
Fairfield ....... 
Fayette ....... 
Franklin ...... 
Fulton ........ 
Gallia .... . ..... 
Geauga .... . . 
Greene . . . .... 
Guernsey ...... 
Hamilton ...... 
Hancock .... 
Hardin ......... 
l larrison ...... 
Henry .. .... 
Highland ....... 
Hocking ...... 
llolm es ... ... . . 
Huron ········ 
Jackson .... ... 
J etferso.n ..... 
Knox ········ 
Lake .......... 
Lawrence .. .. 
Licking ..... . . 
Logan ... ... 
Lorain ........ 
l.sucas .......... 
Madison ....... 
l\l al1oning .. ... 
lllarion ........ 
Medina ....... 
l'tleigs ..... . .. 
lllercer . ....... 
Miami . ....... 
Monroe ..... 
Montgomery ... 
Morgan ........ 
Morrow ....... 
Muskingum .... 
Noble ......... 
Ottawa ........ 
Paulding . ..... 
P erry ......... 
Pickaway .. .. 
Pike .......... 
Portage ....... 
Preble ........ 
Putnam ....... 
Richmond ..... 
Ross ...... '. ... 
Sandusky .. .... 
Scioto .......... 
8eneca ........ 
~helby .. ...... 
Starke ..... .. 
Summit ....... 
Trumbull ...... 
Tuscarawas .... 
Union .......... 
Yan Wert ....• 
Vinton ........ 
Warren ....... 

.A. POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 18GO. 

OHIO_ 

1856.· I 1852. 
I 
I 1848. 1844. 1840. 

Rrp. D"'"· \ ~-101. I Whig. Dem. F.Soil. Wh 
bcoLt. 

;_g, De:rn. FreeD. Trlti,q. Dem. Abo. WM_g. Dr:m. 
aylor. Cass. Yan 13 . Clny. Polk. Birney Ha'bon Ynn B. i:'rt·m't Buc'1Ln Fill're. 

----
1407 1790 278 I 
14l5 1508 9-± I 
mm 20S\J 39 
5108 975 252 1 2:l99 1350 10! 

912 16U4 SS 
1817 2810 1753 1 
17bt) 27UO 428 
2301 350\J 296 1 
1150 1255 8'1' 
1995 1711 32l! I 

21.i-.11 15:391 163 
2188 2741 781 
2117 1170. 240 
3516 

24971 
96 

2162 22bl 56 
161:>5 2154 32 
6360 444G 2915 I 
2086 1988' 209 
8n 895 38 

2367 115-!9 280 ! 
2258 1377 75 
1700 3238 7ll I 
1209 b80 3T3 
3488 3191 574 ' 
1098 772 G4 

610 13411 1206 
2!in4 575 5S 
3032 1465 214 
2!39:l 19321 210 11 
9845 13051 55.,0 : 
1773 19441 37 . 
10\Jl 882\ i::i:! 
2060 1478 110 

387 6551 22 
1810 2140 594 
1092 1-±54 115 f 

l~S.) 2103 5 ' 
3408 17091 54 

933 1%3 416 
2424 1991 259 1 
~735 2-±.37[ 124 
2311 6~8 39 
143 lJf;U 902 I 

3027 3311 411 I 
2093 13:18 267 i 
3604 14:l0 5J i 
108!) 18(j6 4i::i6 

997 056 475 
2223 1937 29 
1361 1215 4 
2635 1572 28 
1998 1G03 344 

()29 1159 114 
3171 1908 159 
JOl(j 2812 413 
4038. 42S5 391 I 

21~5 16()9 201 
2081 16G7 101 
3172 3391 1092 I 
1603 1337 10! 

454 417 1 
497 170 5 

1385 1847 492 
1724 2066 382 

523 1175 315 
2983 2072 6 
2249 1561 273 
190 1116 4 

272() 2909 53 
2436 26Sl 589 
1548 1599 4.'> 

546 634 1321 
2565 2605 103 
1356 1446 127 
3770 3G33 29 
3185 1746 74 
4049 1!l20 18 
3007 2656 18 
1431 1055 263 

758 789 32 
932 1174 51 

2688 1776 344 

Pierce . Hale. T 

12113 1736 233 
958 1536 23 

1368 243-i 297 
2174 1075 2502 
1751 1383 364 

588 1480 24 
2786 2694 45.± 
1702 2-±60 393 
2210 3579 122 
154-3 1355 242 
1994 Jobi 206 
26ti2 1374 183 
2213 2765 409 
H24 106-3 702 
2237 2911 993 
179b 2618 73 
1074 2106 58 
294± 3571 2107 
1719 1797 92 

554 896 43 
2083 1591 391 
1589 1404 275 
2117 3811 10 
l:l:ll 893 166, 
3498 3652 242 

587 127 71 
1567 1103 135 
1147 664 1489 
2-±30 1490 500 
1941 150\J 504 
9252 13-±35 684 
1076 1617 35 

882 847 74 
1728 1462 422 

325 586 14i 
1%2 2290 281 i 

565 1552 21 
106ti 2100 42 
2242 181\J 893 
1069 10!l3 19 
1995 2169 34.S 
l::i14 2G92 626 
10-±ti G'iU 1111 1 

1299 981 15' 
2119 3569 582 
2118 1361 191 
1332 1554 1717 
123::, 1211 129 
1400 655 61 

955 1878 1033 
914 1270 79 

1579 1754 1008 
15i3 1399 297 

500 831 11 
2754 2004 235 

997 2-±22 180 
3886 3744 177 
2084 1708 220 
1030 1110 748 
4228 3500 214 
885 1487 435 
274 400 2 
121 342 5 

1417 2246 17 
2175 2041 35 
927 1029 16 

1351 2007 1296 
2253 1G33 197 
461 890 61 

2133 3234 209 
30!)1 2465 179 
1064 1619 SS, 
1 04 142-! 29 
1972 2809 1rn: 
114i 130!) 5-! 
2740 3G34 356 
2336 1965 660 
1968 2039 1739 
2659 26 5 112 
1249 !l43 255 

422 737 6 
774 912 95 

2823 1019 223 

1259 1690 196 
728 1070 2 
Unorganized. 

1124 878 2467 
1846 1509 320 

Un organized . 
2723 2892 543 
1'171 2557 403 
1959 3536 381 
1453 1395 345 
1878 1508 330 
2506 1375 208 
2204 2633 404 
1233 1122 735 
1850 2732 865 
1814 2422 137 

952 1678 90 
1776 2368 2594 
1508 1554 81 

Un organi zed. 
1866 1574 268 
1409 999 681 
2438 3515 42 
1157 946 128 
3199 3029 284 

Un organized. 
1630 1081 95 

872 922 1373 
2035 1256 644 
2315 2504 489 
901 8 10834 19$6 
1016 1501 22 

596 605 51 
1564 1658 5-±3 

217 297 17 
2114 2224 3-12 

856 1319 23 
1118 2224 45 
1950 1760 8761 

987 1108 50 
2147 2231 455 
1910 2890 5391 

777 716 9041 
116± 745 58 
3030 3468 561 
1652 1147 276 

641 1413 1616 
1298 1197 327 
1329 712 so 

Un organized. 
1001 1193 55 
1440 1836 1098 
1327 1014 305 

360 641 16 
2542 1822 272 
999 2574 330 

3561 3330 304 
2320 2448 314 

Un organized. I 
4427 3380[ 228 

Unorganized. 
190 231 45 

70 198 -
1488 2192 19 
2115 1960 24 
843 909 83 

1270 2149 1127 
2106 1519 314 
402 634 3 

2os1 3177 1 81 
3394 2306 174, 

928 1148 124 
1838 1268 13 1' 
1536 2326 483, 
1021 1129 49 
2382 3495 570 
1892 1815 1058 
1364 1951 2075 
2662 2553 164 
1030 797 173 

223 381 -
Un organized. 

2526 1861 402 

1252 1611 
779 1062 

3388 1123 
2050 1425 

3140 2821 
1798 2342 
2158 3546 
1701 1584 
2069 1409 
2477 1155 
2189 2627 
1736 1137 
3416 3743 
1885 2281 
1197 1734 
3381 2388 
1408 1409 

2548 2017 
1458 1261 
2542 3637 
1229 878 
2965 2498 

1484 957 
2274 1101 
2422 1380 
2746 2628 
7201 8983 
907 1247 
510 495 

2089 1750 
229 245 

2148 2164 
719 1289 

1142 2317 
2564 2136 
908 1046 

23 5 2354 
2746 3324 
1818 901 
114.0 658 
3500 3840 
1625 1015 
1956 1793 
1167 881 
1269 643 

1425 1480 
2045 1920 
1341 sso 

423 812 
2572 1657 
1210 2548 
33'38 3101 
2051 2077 

4489 3196 

241 233 
63 192 

1527 2273 
2219 2012 
800 836 

2510 2247 
2262 1526 
451 697 

3443 5574 
3321 2380 

997 1214 
1519 1095 
1727 2816 
1026 1014 
2952 3575 
2841 2056 
3837 3544 
2696 2358 
1009 710 
1p8 210 

2822 1795 

87 1205 1441 
9 763 883 

537 3738 896 
220 20!-)4 1322 

184 
130 

61 
140 
32 
43 

105 
172 
217 
60 
s 

312 
25 

1181 65 
15 
67 

72 \ 
31 

233 
126 
218 
298 

2 
6 

195 

114 
2 
5 

13sl 13 
95 

134, 
109 

3 
238 

93 
473 

12 
8 

88 
220 

41 
4 

113 
114 
83 
64 

861 

3166 
1798 
2101 
1677 
2062 
2381 
2044 
1347 
3600 
1830 
1009 
3102 
1303 

23GO 
1324 
2463 
1132 
2886 

1479 
2310 
2321 
2606 
5873 

693 
431 

2008 
1()1 

2145 
649 

1109 
2291 
794 

2300 
2441 
1887 
111 8 
3357 
1574 
1868 

931 
1201 

2602 
1939 
3192 
1545 
1207 

895 
2315 
1006 
3650 
2009 
1206 
1814 
1071 

lfM 
1042 
3318 
7il 

1774 

725 
921 

1172 
2186 
5835 
1063 

376 
1739 

181 
1S99 

!J03 
1906 
1531 

785 
221S 
2789 

653 
453 

3516 
845 

1318 
526 
571 

1358 1128 
1793 1436 
1284 649 

551 1348 
2~6!) 1339 
1116,.; 2071> 
34:l7 2951 
1::,51 1910 

4367 2772 

9 232 163 
- 65 155 

3 1471 2097 
10 2201 1187 
16 650 647 

244 2524 1963 
70 2299 1331 
2 401 582 

111 3331 453!) 
90 3081 2071 
12 919 917 

- 1472 749 
41 1483 1616 
26 955 1027 
76 2701 3106 

184 2562 16-:16 
738 4101 3325 
35 2338 1787 
32 946 577 

- Unorg anized 

85 2813 1150j 
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0 HI 0-( Continued). 

1 85 6. 1 852. l 1 848. 1 844. I 1840. 
COUNTIES. 

Rep. Dem. I Am. H7d,q Dem. F. Soil. H71i,q. 1.Jem. FreeIJ. IT7lig. flrin. Abo. ffhig. Dem. 
----- l·'icm't Buc'an Fill' re I ~Cott. Pi erce. l!ale. Taylor. Ca'8. Van H. Ola)' . ~Birney [] 11 >;0 11 \an 

Washington . . . 2783 2251 281 2473 2139 333 2079 1930 462 2194 1686 151 2109 145 

ll. 

8 
1 
7 

Wayne........ 2904 2fH01 47 2288 3143 149 2284 3380 190 2759 3765 15 2798 332 
Williams . . . . . . 1327 1022 49 546 832 160 328 510 154 583 673 - 396 40 
Wood......... 1:319 9351 143 831 986 20 641 636 29 576 570 1 5-±8 5 18 
'Wyandotte . . . . 1247 liTS 108 990 1290 9 951 1059 46 Un organized. -----------\ 

Total. ....... 11:>7497170874, 28126 1152526,169220 31'682 138360 154775 35354 155057149117 8050t 14815712478 2 

Fremont over Buchanan, 16,623; Pierce over Scott, 16,694; Cass over Taylor 16 415 · Clay over Polk, 5,94(.\ • 
Harrison over Van Buren, 23,375. In 1840, lllr. Birney received 903 votes. ' ' ' 

N" E \AT - "Y 0 R K-

Dem. COUNTIES. Rry>. .Dem. Am. I n71ig. Dem. F. Soil. II Tf'7dg. I Dem. FreeD. Wldq. Dem. Abo. 
______ , __ l1'1_·e_m_'1 Buc'an Fili're . ~cott. Pie1ce. ~ T<tylor. Ca!!is. \' nu B. ClaY. Polle Bin1e 

I TT"Mg. 
y I Ilah,un \ ' an B. 

-- ----
4 6371 59 
5 4132 3382 
6 2395 2131 
7 2966 2485 
6 5164 4864 
4 5985 3345 
6 1693 2296 
3 4386 3995 
1 42b7 4478 

Albany.... ... . 5016 7751 5301 7246 8363 133 1 7068 4002 2407 7109 6916 12 
.A.ll ecrany . . . . . . 6545 11340 S5GI 3670 4009 678 2789 1283 2040 3913 3640 43 
Broome . . . . . . . 4297 210() 791 2674 3064 3471 2490 1959 7771 2681 2503 10 
Cattaraugus. .. 5166 1773 9781 3687 3498 561 2604 1677 1236 2743 2634 48 
Cayuga . . . . . . . 7035 1S13 1923\ 4838 4550 9161 4318 103± 3079 4908 5202 37 
Chautauqua . . . 7037 18±7 2017 5612 3703 1146 4207 1911 1628 5612 3407 31 
Chemung..... . 2664 1789 7GGJ 2326 3189 3391 1943 728 2166 1791 2502 10 
Chenango . . . . . 5458 2406 1070 3SSO 4481 303 3587 2616 1481 4215 4495 24 
Columhia...... 3818 3020 19bl 4142 4455 7! 394.3 2121 2100 4322 4691 1 

44 

3 2G64 2229 
0 2023 1828 

Cortland . . . . . . 3596 1151 62:> 2328 20134 655 1879 946 1803 2378 2853 54 
Clinton........ 2659 2134 13111 2286 2812 245' 1941 1472 1221 l!J19 2218 41 
Delaware... ... 4367 2107 200f! 32R9 4052 339 21>32 790 2903 3071 4230 20 5 2%8 3847 

7 5355 5362 
5 6784 3G91 

43 2617 1789 
3 14'10 1110 
0 1964 1645 

Dutchess . . . . . . 5512 4030 \!Orn 5495 5600 3::l 5876 3227 1295 5767 5627 3 
Eric ... . . . . . 6901 7536 5520 8023 7033 510 76471 3360 2357 6905 5050 41 
Essex......... 2904 1173 9.56 2756 1973 174

1 
2629 1002 1119 2612 1998 1 

l?ranklin . . . . . . 1469 1600 11451 1747 2074 1301 1353 974 911 1524 1501 9 
F on . . . . . . . 25!l3 1374 1034 21 Tl 2070 115 1976 380 1602 2107 2192 10 
Genesee.... ... 3620 14.'H 1100 3358 2166 313 2890 1180 1111 3604 2105 20 8 7057 3809 

0 29!ll l 3258 
123 222 

s 3118 4350 
2 62f>7 5630 
7 3293 3157 

54 1718 1755 
0 3016 2634 
5 2S28 3298 
1 4266 4114 

G recne . . . . . . . 2164 2346 1;)3:~ 2803 3242 16I 27071 1551 1425 2968 3488 3 
Hamilton ...... 149 250 117 126 342 " 'ith :Fulton. 
Herkimer . .. .. 5074 1650 1230 2679 4220 555' 2430 69!1 3 931 2868 4346 60 
,Jefferson . . . 824!l 34!J6 1058. 5656 6279 7371 4841 2445 4342 5576 6291 71 
.Kings . . . . . . . . . 7846 1417 4 86-!7 8487 10621 66 7511 4882 817 5107 4648 7 
Lewis......... 312± 1114 418 1727 2535 303 1223 789 1258 1640 2073 1" 
Livingston. . . . . ll.'J!l7 1G52 1!l79 4096 3055 308, 3730 889 2100 3773 2709 21 
J\!ontgomery.. . 3076 1485 1713 290.5 3373 40 2924 1285 1602 2849 3278 8 
Madison... .. 6312 1S61 865' 3379 3435 15 4 2898, 1565 2739 3683 3S43 131 

0 6468 4834 
7 20958 21935 

l\!onroe 75q4 46S3 30i0 746T 6314 715 6539 1443 4G71 6373 5611 43 
New York·::::: 1777l 41913 19922 23115 34226 206 29057

1
1SS84 5106 263S5 2~296 J1 

0 2n64 2219 
2 6557 1 G563 
5 4828 3451 
7 4:3n 4845 
4 7156 7768 
1 41n2 3907 
6 2GOG 2027 
3 4S5G 5581 

9:?0 1583 
2.-;~2 2550 

1 5752 fi.±24 
1 903 851 
1 G37 1657 
8 4S03 4751 
9 4416 .'3'173 
1 17521 1577 

4 2+15 3482 
4 2466 2479 
1 2S95 3345 
) 1-175 1679 

3 4081 4820 
0 1925 21so 
2 3960 3553 
2 4491 42 0 
8 5071 3024 
3 1306 Hll 

63 4309 399T 
2 \\. i' h Gen 'qpe 

9 40S3 4.'354 
7 2072 208T 

Nhq::ara....... . 3906 186-! 1985 3413 2862 1056 2828 1313 2080 3100 2589 31 
Onondaga .... 1(071 4227 1724 6097 6415 17011 54421 2229 4942 6495 6878 73 
Ontario . . . . 4551 16-i2 2189 4402 33-H 5±7 3848 1272 2627 4568 3659 43 
Oran ge. . .. .... 427± 3943 21i2 4221 5171 16 4172 3170 1434 4626 5303 3 
Oneida.. ...... 11172 63'l6 I 1601 7831 8636 1033 6032 3585 4816 6983 7717 114 
01;wego ........ 8246 36"3I 117.'5 4375 4073 2148 : 3655 1134 425-! 37il 4!'l82 85 
Orleans . . . . . . . 30'>8 1052 1412 25 6 2267 605 2402 913 1772 2600 2311 27 
Otsego . . . . . . . . 6373 35!).') 1229 4454 5486 ~3

1 
3929 3674 1941 4743 6050 41 

Putnam . . . . . . . 96:3 1096 479 826 1521 816 996 415 919 1731 -
Queens ........ 18"6 2394 2521 2208 2899 12 244! 1310 800

1 

25-!7 2751 -
Rensselaer.... . 5153 4J15 4548 6185 6563 2181 6241 26b5 2930 6360 5618 18 
Richmond..... 7:36 1550 946 1147 1324 _so l 1099 8GO 123 1049 10G3 
Rockland. . . . 668 1526 937 733 1785 918 1064 255 794 1679 
St. Lawrence... 9G98 l930 I 1332 4570 55'l3 1386 36G7 613I G023 4672

1 
6008 46 

Saratol!a . . . . . 4,)2.J. 2446 2531 4498 4291 711 4433 2515 1405 4550 4200 11 
Schcnecta<ly... 1714 7871 1213 165± 1900 - 17161 lOG9 4±4 1814 1Gi9 3 
Sclll1 .d"r . . . . . . 2,)±2 951 461 llrom Steuben, Ch emung and •r lompki ns. 
Suffolk.. .. . ... 2~0:3 2045

1 

1980 1917 3306 - I 21801 1051 1400I 2437 3375 1 
Sen eca . . . . . . . . 2103 1625 12ii5 2213 2511 2001 1767

1 
1360 1523 2327 2:)69 12 

Schoharie . . . . . 2:176 2837 1G30 2958 3846 18 2724 2671 654 1 2086 3523 11 
Sullh·an ....... HiDOJ 1583 2037 2034 2681 44 1672 1363

1 
5341 1739 1964 31 

Steuben . . . . . . . 7270 3217 2031 5236 68 0 345' 4357 1975 3623 4.'385 ' 5512 24 
Tioga .· . . . . . . 33:311 2154 4.'35 22341 2315 197 17821 16831 789 199!) 2545I 3~ Tompkms . . . . . J019 1430I 1470 3410 3472 862 3003 1270 264'3 3845 4013 -
Ulster.... . . . . 2\132 4030 4703 5133 5916 26 4659 1970 2277 11 480-! 478:3 1 
Washington . . . 5174 1632 1848 4230 3174 451 4486 1225 ' 2024 5024 3270 33 
Warren . . . . . . . 2202 1006 735 1174 1713 119 1270 1019 618 13!30 1791 11 
Wayne......... 5776 1999 1448 4033 4050 941 3567 7()7 3690 3938 4046 5 
Wyoming.... . . 4066 1911 57l 3005 2471 727 2381 1337 1630 2754 2102 44 
Westchester... 4450 4600 3641 4083 5279 55 4112 2146 1312 4253 4412 1 
Yates . . . . . . . . . 2994 9151 351 1974 2153 324 1651 862 1483! 2056 2110 20 ------

27600711953781246041234882 262083 25329 .1218603114318120510123248212375881 1581 'l'otal. ...... . I I l I I I I 
21i 2253171212527 

-----
Fremont over 'Buchanan SO 129; Pierce over Scott, 27,201; Taylor over Cass, 104,285; Polk over Clay, 5,106; 

H arrison o'er Van Buren, lS,290. Mr. Birney received 2,808 votes in 1840 · and Gerrit Smith, Land Reform and 
.Abolitionist received 2,545 votes in 1848. 



220 .A POLITIC.AL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

ILLINOIS_ 

1856. 18£>2. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COU:NTIES. 
Rep. Dem. Am. 1T71iq. f)p;n. F'. Soil. Whig. JJem. FreeD. Whig. Dem. Abo. Whi,q. Dem. 

Fre1n'l :-1 11c1a11 b'ill're ~~ coLr. \> ierce. ilale. Taylor. Uass. Vanl:L Clay. l'olk. Birney Ha' son YanB. 
------ ------ ------ ------ ----

Adams .... 222G 3311 662 2236 2635 107 1992 2205 251 1280 1495 149 1617 1852 
Alexander ..... 15 401 230 105 296 - 101 212 2 81 138 24 299 424 
Rond . ......... 153 G07 659

1 494 485 37 391 371 43 564 622 27 513 551 
J3oone . ........ 1746 243 27 551 525 33~ 414 395 415 375 398 

~I 
220 222 

J3rown ........ 169 903 433 4-±5 661 - 408 666 20 329 551 301 4-34 
Bureau ...... . . 2603 1234 48 712 670 430 376 306 Ci66 362 378 434 279 
Calhoun .. . ... 70 391 163 211 335 - 215 257 3 247 268 213 138 
Carroll ........ 11 GI 237 153 49!) 351 72 426 222 116 221 178 10 244 69 
Cass .... ····· 303 914 438 784 830 - 761 724 11 176 92 - 397 315 
Champaign ..... i32 550 236 347 259 - 213 187 - 178 191 - 154 141 
Christbn 239 884 299 356 426 ~ I 183 254 - 182 216 - 89 147 
Clark ......... 709 1318 330 842 966 743 759 27 625 756 6 667 6li 
Clay .......... 29 731 5JO 284 530 - 207 405 - 186 448 - 218 338 
Clinton ........ 161 840 362 375 670 - 351 431 ~ I 334 327 7 326 417 
Coles .......... 783 1178 796 997 733 2 817 633 776 582 - 1109 695 
Cook ........... 9020 5680 3.12 2089 3767 793 1708 1622 2120 1117 2027 317 1034 1989 
Crawford ..... 477 961 244 571 827 11 493 507 - 425 496 - 421 392 
Cumberland ... 246 641 235 293 444 - 108 102 - 191 189 - lJnorg anized 
De K alb ....... 2254 381 75 456 583 355 223 374 427 142 242 131 172 197 
De Wi t t ·-····· 6~3 6ifl 378 516 5.10 20 373 363 20 317 361 3 293 816 
Du Page ... . .. 13~7 542 2 331 586 386 313 623 528 372 551 173 428 873 
Edgar ......... 952 13.1'.l 308 &92 924 33 829 816 42 TOI 88.1 24. 7t-3 720 
Edwards ...... 176 2S3 310 2!)1 162 - 288 113 19 385 185 49 311 212 
Etlingham .. ... 90 784 163 175 527 - 90 330 - 82 364 - 52 201 
Fayette ....... 68 947 799 437 678 - 407 452 - 41+ 653 - 4-±2 645 
Franklin ...... 5 105l 251 196 709 - 139 459 - 102 634 - 71 M2 
Fulton ........ 20'!l 2724 898 18.13 2192 298 1635 1684 371 1434 1537 8 1253 1347 
Gallatin ....... 24 76.1 423 3'H 592 - 235 537 6 406 1115 - 500 1286 
Greene ...... 245 1565 719 864 1297 12 853 1128 86 800 1246 - 870 1175 
Grundy ..... .. 923 618 G, 24!) 338 64 123 207 63 49 91 7 Dnorg anized 
Hamilt on ...... 9 1135 162 223 754 - 125 478 - 125 578 - 126 557 
Hancock ...... 1120 2011 999 12S6 1466 34 1087 1074 67 747 1399 1 1313 661 
Hardin ......... 4 33'! 22\ , U4 212 - 2S4 237 - 136 165 - 154 2 
Henderson .... 757 610 153 5.17 414 84 408 291 65 428 294 - Unorg anized 
H enry ........ 1924 876 47 357 475 91 138 80 2281 147 166 - 162 86 
Iroquois ... . ... 750 460 108 1 378 482 22 268 322 28 204 281 - 154 175 
Jackson ....... 14 1056 322 3J7 531 - 177 2.13 

-51 
182 347 - 210 337 

Jasper 323 679 158 258 461 - 154 228 143 276 - 78 178 
J efferson ...... 60 1278 42li 395 865 - 280 605 2 227 863 1 210 727 
J ersey ... ..... 387 702 530 651 564 89 530 454 93 555 458 48: 517 360 
Jo DaYiess .... 2110 1509 44 1481 1425 122 1772 1392 1341 1514 1585 14 1079 680 
Johnson ...... .. 2 1144 u 135 751 - 67 290 32 382 - 109 440 
K ane 3570 912 29 , 1160 1308 642 855 783 1220 748 1046 299 810 774 
K ankakee ...... 1386 258 60 Un organized. 
Kendall ....... 1022 334 131 515 532 252 392 378 547 357 479 142 Unorg anizecl 
Knox ... 2851 14!)0 277 1 1080 1119 39l 830 727 392 746 689 162 740 541 
Lake .......... 2847 558 JO 697 812 519 821 446 1088 386 620 131 281 26 7 
J,a Salle ....... 3721 2665 12l 1204 1894 552 862 1288 873 427 611 126 1080 1638 
Lawrence ..... b9 729 533 510 589 - 464 532 - 427 611 - 676 597 
Lee ..... 1804 601 32 418 573 77 30U 367 135 244 315 48 241 230 
Livingston . . . .. 585 480 72 16.1 214 12 82 130 4 60 109 - 85 78 
l,ogan ......... 655 823 484 1 

5S8 489 - 465 369 4 310 251 - 260 167 
Macon ......... 500 821 393 355 48() 7 253 323 5 221 328 - 250 377 
Macoupin ..... 823 1i78 1010 8.11 1196 74 710 898 96 641 974 6 632 812 
Madison ....... 1111 1.151 1658 1548 1715 31. 1820 1503 162. 1657 1496 12 170.1 1186 
lllarion ..... ... 150 1150 413 285 762 28' 227 639 15 182 722 () 174 573 
111 arshall ...... 1008 83.1 115 546 579 61 1 30.1 822 41 237 263 - 209 183 
J\Iason ... ..... 267 737 553 561 621 

-:1 
391 403 7 255 254 - Unorg anized 

l\Iassac ........ 5 G30 251 268 449 204 303 
251 

165 398 - Unorg anized 
M'Donough .... 590 1370 8641 840 833 4S9 416 458 493 41 472 427 
l\I'l!enry ...... 2869 945 43 5866 1199 6451 618 528 1016' 493 668 74 8.16 271 
l\I'Lean . ... .. . 1937 1517 560 256 1058 40 758 626 941 586 477 22 688 581 
l\Ienard ....... 109 854 668 644 698 1 60[) 488 11 397 378 - 43.1 374 
Mercer ...... . .. 1141 769 140 575 498 92 4'36 315 ~0 1 410 321 12 315 193 
Monroe ....... 346 900 518 294 1125 - 355 546 304 740 - 370 563 
Montgomery . . 162 902 68G 415 655 9 332 533 13 355 661 - 811 520 
l\Ioqran ........ 963 1656 885 1397 1411 153 1372 1309 1391 1448 1.121 39 1533 1293 
J\Ioultric ... 154 482 305 292 263 - 248 191 

4131 
196 20.1 Unorganized 

Op;le .... ...... 2469 73.1 289 899 755 29.1 ()82 480 505 383 95 4911 266 
Peoria ..... ·r. 2082 2459 391 1556 1805 252 1237 1161 368 846 1169 55 74-± 767 
P erry ......... 200 671 4'33 277 564 59 23!) 34-! __:41 ·219 477 22 174 831 
Piatt ........... 85 310 350 192 161 - 132 138 81 120 Unorg,anized 
Pike .... ... ... 1053 ~l63 1010 17.15 1762 

~:1 
1609 1636 159 1411 1456 11 1149 1037 

P ope ........... 11 855 21.1 320 439 224 234 - 201 3.18 391 268 
Pulaski. .. ..... 21 473 166 112 246 84 141 - 90 208 Unorg anized 
Putn;im . . ..... 532 307 115' 300 248 266 185 299 237 228 140 259 151 
Ranclolph ..... 709 1222 5461 575 814 220 580 689 300 713 771 114 715 817 
Richland ...... 39 78G 440 174 109 - 321 281 - 289 322 - Unorg anizecl 
Rock I sland ... 1439 1114 276 764 686 96 583 431 96 466 397 - 426 224 
Saline ......... 4 1004 229 209 633 - 122 312 - Un organi zed. 
Sanp;amon ..... 1174 2475 1612 2125 1606 22 1943 1336 47 1837 1371 - 2000 1249 
Schuyler ...... 388 1369 570 844 980 16 807 804 34 610 743 - 732 61l 
Scott ........... 183 848 536 730 708 3 798 649 15 670 610 7 685 575 
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ILLINOIS-( Oonti111Uecl). 

1856. 1 852. I 
COUNTIES. 

1 848. 1 844. 1840 . 
-----1---- ;---- 1---·--

~llep. Dem. ,~4m. JJ71;g. , Dem. ,Ji.Soil. ,WM,q. , Dtm. FreeD. Wh;g.I Dem. Auo. lVMg. Dem. 
--------"-'_·e_m_'t ls uc 1an ~1ll're. ;":'iCOtt. Pierce. Hale. fay]or. Ca!::is. Yan B. 

1 
Clay. Pol k. Birney Ba':·;o1 \-an 8 

Shelby ....... . 
Stark ...... .. . 
St. Clair ...... . 
Stephenson ... . 
Tazewell ..... . 
Union ......... . 
Vermilion ..... . 
Wabash ....... . 
Warren ...... . 
Washington .. . 
Wayne ....... . 
Wllite ......... . 
Whiteside .... . 
Will .... 
Williamson ... . 
Winnebago ... . 
Woodford .... . 

152 1414 451 446 958 337 658 1 315 683 - 408 751 
718 353 152

1 
336 350 S21 214 174 84 187 206 33 1S7 IM 

1996 1728 973! 998 2571 1109 2028 63 1042 19~5 7f 989 1783 
1907 1308 50 , 976 1061 170 730 763 111 483 465 24 371 241 
1028 1313 7571 1369 860 so 1097 593 96 1011 628 33 1' 1181 661 

46 1283 246 169 830 i f 108 503 6 94 617 78 636 
1506 1111 194 997 761 86 942 758 68 869 768 2s 1044 587 
m ru ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ M m ~ 2 ~ w 

12S2 1117 3071 806 781 W3 537 529 140 500 503 35 1 711 524 
244 1132 283 251 763 28 204 577 27 254 565 = 81 149 493 
129 1218 402 359 757 1 318 479 1 265 637 2U5 500 

27 1062 845 749 782 - 674 513 13 736 748 770 639 
1902 613 2101 554 518 1511 391 235 279 384 289 471 375 236 
2393 1575 10 1251 1450 820 713 897 540 509 810 209 753 1367 

10 1419 188' 3±4 799 - I 211 575 - 179 766 179 ' 103 578 
~ ~ fill ~ ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ml m 
596 7 47 189

1 

389 635 491 lil6 309 521 159 322 81 Unorg anized 

9618911053481 3744411 649341 80597 996611 530471 563001 15774 j 45528 57920 35701 45537 47476 Total. . ..... . 

Buchanan over Fremont, 9,159; Pierce over _.Scott, 15,663; Cass over Taylor, 3,253; Polk over Clay, 12,392; 
Van Buren over Harrison, 1,939. In 1840, Mr. Birney received 149 votes. 

JY.( IC H IG.A. N_ 

COUKTIES Rep. , .Dem. , Am. I WM,q. Dem. F. Soil. l whi,q. De~n. FreeD. I TVh'(q 
. Dmi. AJJ(J. WMy . Dem. 

· Frem't Buc'an F'ill're. Scott. Pierce. Ha le . Taylor. Cass. Ian B. Cltty. l' ol k. Hirney Uah:>on \'anB. 

Allegai~-:- 152?f 10~7 ---z91 
547 582 66 274 304 174 328 299 11 257 174 

Barry.... ..... 1490 812 49 4T8 652 107 243 381 93 228 249 16 128 105 
Berrien . . . . . . . 1926 1540 132 1017 1234 41 953 1147 108 I 713 828 35 549 548 
Branch........ 2608 1322 14 1077 1380 202 665 1084 400 I 644 888 89 543 616 
Calhoun .... ... 3495 2151 122 1784 1824 440 1254 1487 745[ 1357 1528 226 1143 1169 
Cass .... 1703 1165 

411 
987 984 95 I 783 902 191 760 715 

~9 1 
670 527 

Cheboygan .... No return. Un organi zed. 
Chippewa . No retur 'n. No retur n. 51 43 - 54 40 22 40 
Clinton ........ 1358 10341 14 470 437 146 213 340 131 255 283 19 221 144 
Eaton .......... 1888 1228 15 637 786 225 356 546 216 410 376 61 337 229 
Emmet. ....... No return. 

110
1 

Un organi zed. 
Genesee ........ 2635 1538 1221 1145 301 376 823 315 733 676 183 512 380 
Grand 'l.'raverse 157 248 2 Un organi zed. 
Gr:.tiot ........ 388 136 - I Un organi zed. 
Hillsd11le .. 3446 1408 37 14171 1596 391 1027 1290 482 958 1084 2121 

843 721 
Houghton .... 201 398 1 i\o retur n. Un organi zed. 
Huron ........ No return. 

251 
Un organi zed. 

Ingham ....... 1849 1534 786 992 128 473 692 332 4.32 441 45 254 261 
Ionia .......... 2002 1154 22 659 864 302 379 608 477 418 398 591 266 219 
Jackson .... 29% 2118 46 1727 1840 484 969 1547 1072 1302 1389 475 1504 1121 
Kalamazoo .. .. 28031 1620 50 1374 1257 411 1010 880 4931 932 828 276 91>4 1±4 
Kent ..... . .... 2981 1 2516 93 1221 1519 166 652 768 337 476 564 33 319 320 
Lapeer ......... 15791 995 31 618 819 142 369 542 205 399 502 88 491 413 
Lenawee ...... 

44991 
2779 167 2419 2857 640 1886 2171 795 2177 2272 228 2118 18U.'5 

Livingston .... 1765 1711 181 931 1419 133 764 1128 280 687 1030 108 700 842 
Mackinac ..... Ko retur

1

n. 38 292 - 51 127 - 43 100 
1401 Macomb 2210 1845 301 1058 1634 509 855 1340 204 963 1359 982 1124 

Manistee ...... No return. Un organi zed. 
Marquette ..... 79 77 20 No retur n. Un organi zed. 
Mason ...•.... 32 12 - I Un organi zed. 
Midland ... .... 160 43 2 Un organi zed. 
Monroe . 1777 1703 34 1112 1582 169 800 1155 398 870 1283 48 939 1023 
Montcalm . .. 414 255 

7:1 

120 156 6 Un organi zed. 
Newago ........ No retur n. 40 104 - Un organi zed. 
Oakland ....... 4105 3276 2376 3178 552 1942 2781 693 2225 2833 377 2372 2368 
Oceana ....... 82 21 ~I Un organi zed. 
Ontonagon .... No retur n. Un organi zed. 
Ottowa ........ 1392 998 863 756 59 142 269 53 42 Ill 

~:1 
81 88 

Saginaw ... . ... 1042 1222 17 367 694 73 118 183 47 107 104 89 100 
Sanilac ........ 803 201 1 106 252 - Un organi zed. 
Schoolcraft .... No return. Un organi zed. 
Shiawassee .... 1304 1105 36 519 584 52 281 426 192 300 269 283 11'>1 
St. Clair ...... 1807 1521 21 852 1110 53 665 818 82 569 617 - I 517 446 
St. Joseph .... . 2324 1475 

1:1 
1164 1259 252 963 1011 418 935 978 84 800 761 

Tuscola ....... 442 242 80 62 34 Un organi zed. 
46

1 

Van Buren . ... 1710 1031 34 613 771 87 353 509 117 273 850 182 251 
Washtenaw .... 3570 2833 ~ 2274 2604 603 2029 20 1 917 2347 2549 386 2526 2057 

Wayne .. . ..... 5250 5777 3407 4680 368 2544 3308 420 2345 2737 192 2246 2237 

52136 16601 
----------------

Total. ....... 71762 33859 41842 7237 23940 30687 10389 24337 27759 3632 22933 21131 
I I 

Fremont over Buchanan, 19,626; Pierce over Scott, 71983; Cass over Taylor, 6,7'4T; Polk over Clay, 3422; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 1,802. · Mr. Birney received 321 votesm 1840. 



COU::-<TIES. 

'ldams . ....... 
Allen ......... 

artholomew ... 
entou ......... 

Blackford ..... 
oonc ........ ll 

B 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
E 
F 
F 
F 
l 
F 
c 
G 
G 
H 
f 
H 

rown ........ 
arroll ........ 
a5S .......... 
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A POLITICAL TEXT-DOOK FOR 1860. 

IN"DIA.N"A._ 

1856. 1852. 1848. I 1844. 

Rrp l!t111. I ..!111. Whig. /)(>f/l. l".Snil Wliiff· Deni. l:'reeD. Whig Don. 
~~~I~ ;;}J1'1C. .::>cuu. P1c··cc. Ila le. l'ay101 . ~ a:-.:-, \'a11 b. Clay. l'oik. 

-------1---
413 SH 69 362 672 14 261 39b 1 198 296 

15Uil 3:lll 145' 12:!5 1!)().~ 241 U!Jl 1059 13 &61 &49 
1Z!i2 lM! 1±:! 1245 15l:l 261 1011 1167 2o 1035 1068 
315' 217 8' 110 13ti 191 60 7ti 

31 
40 69 

231'1 40-± 471 lOb 2ti3 15, 61 231 28 &l 205 
129U H93 81 936 1161 ~91 773 \116 66 816 871 
us 6bl 90 102 53:! 70 503 - 59 432 

1261 13-±-± 22 1015 1256 29 :Z:l lOOS 76 712 965 
150-±, 1;}3\J 40' 1176 119\l 50 bbl S29 55 76b 671 
492 l!J50 

10741 llb6 lti12 24 1200 15LU 2~ I 113:! 1417 
3u5 1101' 296 474 743 

~~1 
500 73-! 29 429 662 

1261 1364 34 92H rn5o 7:lti 96-l 87 645 944 
24 735 509 502 499 520 397 462 397 
26 1115 93!J T26 720 6 785 70l 21 807 764 

1573 2619 297 1474 24ti6 89 13fo 1&01 

mil 
1616 1971 

171S lu39 61 1364 13G4 1381 1:!45 1096 1275 1091 
1097 1247 75 391 7SO 16± 347 577 4ii 269 327 
1136 99:t 8'.! 10 :3 937 11 b22 69± 58 940 '132 

21 1191 236 229 717 - 258 519 1 229 601 
1971 Hi51 lb 1068 13-±:3 

2bl 
756 1050 142 758 964 

11&9 1002 40 10l9 b72 80 1040 765 bli 1051 908 
228 1767 1262 1328 1815 1 1018 11 54 17 956 981 

1606 1588 3u 1023 1496 64 900 1343 10s I 9-!1 1387 
H37 225!) 41 H73 1056 301 1411 1695 51 liJ25 1583 
822 835 9 559 581 6 423 40-! 39 3+! 30b 
365 1286 766 9-12 1127 201 860 b02 15 I 79ti 810 

1395 1035 99 599 b36 3451 325 6:13 3591 353 423 
379 1129 533 884 944 4 918 9:tl 6 7U2 909 

1i4S 1185 38 971 901 401 809 &05 3171 b5(1 766 
962 1343 2-± 823 1002 40 663 806 40 719 736 
873 1681 623 1284 1218 - 1277 l(l-±7 l 1252 11-±4 

16b0 1378 74 1252 980 156 1158 775 173 1262 ~ 
2741 1229 49 1559 1226 456 1215 1005 405 1.15~ 1005 
1057 6&6 33 539 526 165 Unorganized. 
123'.l 1181 58 706 SSS 3b 457 463 46 <)-- 316 

S31 
-" 299 1700 516 614 1180 63'.l 1071 7 662 1048 

633 548 63 857 347 86 190 12s1 1 z:, 175 
883 880 54 375 500 135 216 3\12 1421 331 352 

2314 193u 425 2016 2201 236 2075 160\J ) (i i l b35 1427 
1293 1159 112 998 1104 5f:i 926 784 96 1 Bi2 669 
1095 1608 153 896 1333 ~JI 676

1 1114 461 659 1150 
551 1512 535 1167 1003 1044 741 3 1079 821 

1662 1075 13 1045 938 26 797 676 6-±1 tii!3 553 
1406 640 6 667 677 117 (i2J G36 1141 590 457 

923 346 8 2:36 334 j~ 108 20S 1:39 11·1 206 
2532 2239 45 1357 146:> 136 1027 &71 2~6; 10ll9 631 
480 1126 660 105± 1113 14 lUiU lu3l 

fo I lll19 10::,5 
1309 1603 5-! 1004 1282 &3 b:l4 [19:{ 

1egi 
bl3 854 

3696 3738 205 215') 2599 110 1tS77 17b9 1715 168-± 
IJZ7 1089 - 843 511 56 305 426 91. 199 256 
76 769 

''°I 
377 519 5 342 497 'j 76 516 

1390 1513 3'> 9fl4 1196 76 731 770 :ii 5till 5ll 
4fl8 1191 392 6:12 1085 87 7b0 1o~i 721 111::1 

1910 208q H2 )5:Jfl 1b52 100 1501 1547 109 1450 1521 
1573 152'3 6::, 1 lOH 1181 13:! 986 1029 121 1023 lOIS 
1257 1)()8 4'> 606 807 79 : 497 613 53 390 43<:> 
104 505 379 1 432 4.55 2 439 459 61 193 16;, 

49 12()7 606 Hi 102:! 8' 760 961 6 707 1036 
487 1239 5S6 901 1060 20 882 958 13 754 888 

149-! 12S3 192 1312 10M 105' 1398 13UJ !J I 1377 1329 
96 1066 632 6&4 659 3, 599 335 s' 564 334 
so 772 574 538 688 11 519 510 1 459 491 

847 614 10 444 527 88 348 401 7 311 305 
306 1 19 625 784 143:3 26 763 1226 

lil 
673 1154 

841 557 27 210 333 ~~ i 185 224 123 12-± 
1345 13-.2 423 1712 1466 1647 1300 10 lMO 1367 
20-±2 1253 59 900 993 530 €31 787 523 81& 809 
1425 16Gl 184 1119 13b6 113 llH 988 173! 1060 903 
16HI 16% 83 1507 14b0 119 1142 1392 8711 1580 1362 

278 6H3 264 518 559 11 488 447 16 48l 4-±1 
1510 2075 142 1%6 1627 27 1121 1414 181 1107 1342 

235 1260 808 685 710 1 6131 471 - 586 496 
112 155 'j 66 122 - Unorganized. 

1215 55.'3 l!l l 487 543 90 315 852 194 328 303 
1812 1500 ,,ii 998 1052 174 817 667 3321 863 683 

257 1650 529 1203 - 465 1142 51 464 12:21 
2Z8 1121 1040 1134 1147 7 10U3 1106 44 961 1006 

2778 2307 45 1918 24-±6 143 1269 1523 405 1550 1551 
546 73'3 14 340 461 7 183 235 31 100 119 
763 710 

191 
584 626 149 526 637 208. 

6821 
67\! 

372 1880 840 945 1317 6 534 667 
__:211 

675 556 
866 24 80 852 7 3 4 830 763 787 762 

1165 1808 883 1694 1155 8 1585 8521 57 I 1515 856 

1840. 

Al,.,,. lf'71i.'J. Dem. 
Birney. Ua'~on \'au H. 

I 

-- --
I 193 153 

640 399 
l;j: 9 2 703 
1 26 42 
3 77 147 
8 700 6~6 

- 50 270 
8 699 76.J 

18 649 312 
- 1132 HTS 
- 39b 487 
12 582 (i!)B 

- 433 2.:>l 
- 73~ 509 

51l 1711 15;,3 
td 1298 159 
6 171 168 
3 !l:!O 532 

- :t64 2:39 
1 !It 640 5!l6 

~71 
109U 7:l8 

b6\I 7ll6 
93~ 11(i6 

8. l1b'- 1115 
6 241 lOb 
8 7bo 5\J4 

191 470 31:i4 
- 7114 0;34 
139 97'.l 680 

:! 721 ;:37 
-\ 1285 t'6! 

26 119ll . i;;:i 

1881 16:i:! ~~~ 

8 143 177 
1 6~0 737 
8 la 95 

32 2i-:3 2(j5 
50 lG'i-! 1M6 
14 \108 503 
15 631 t•48 
1 107i 6.58 
5 49G 3'l9 

38 3!!1 2:l5 
5 115 125 

58 10tl9 640 
3 9b9 898 

20 911 625 
25 1636 1279 
54 15-i J94 

- 311 360 
- I 31'.! 2-14 
12 7l!J 943 

8 1413 1222 
24 101~ 815 

- 2-±1 228 
- l' norg- anized 

3 70b bT9 
1 ;)601 221 

12, 1360 948 
- 500 1 2:11 
- 41JI 318 
14 2211 194 

- 7Uti 965 
1 011 60 
9 1571J 1049 

266 106:,, W3 
&9 1000 6:l:l 
42 15:W 1170 
1 3991 361 
7 lOUi 1070 

- 5e9 3:!4 

23'31 42 176 
33 

8091 
4i4 

1 417 1014 
8 1023 785 

37 150 1200 
- Unorganized 

60 760 614 
1 628i 370 

- 8-17 663 
- I 1511 583 



POPULAR VOTE FOR !'RESIDENT. 223 

INDIAN A-( Continued.) 

1856. 1852. 
I 

1848. 
I 

1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. 
Rep. I Dem. Am. Wh(q. Dern. IF. Soil. I Mdg. I Dem. FreeD. \ Whig. I Dem. Abo. Whig. I Dem. , ~"rt!m't Bue' an Fill' re. Scott. Pierce. Hale. Taylor. Cass. VanH. Cla);. ~ Birney. Ha'~on~ 

--
WaJ;>ash ....... 1785 1096 108 1145 959 91 847 739 140 601 575 19 307 198 
·warren . ...... 1167 767 76 850 552 56 708 460 68 779 470 10 73T 347 
Warrick ........ 107 1506 

4801 
487 1634 31 457 862 211 394 850 - 355 662 

Washington ... 331 1778 691 1093 1613 11 1126 1643 22 1149 1660 5 1138 1381 
Wayne ... .... . 3688 1958 100 2304 1874 786 2085 1432 839 2321 1436 318 2869 1253 
Wells ......... 726 931 16 415 710 23 252 416 181 185 306 3 131 140 
White ... .. .... 703 746 42 510 536 13 206 305 34 259 218 - 206 144 
Whitley ....... 797 851 57 497 568 11 318 373 211 2221 237 2 144 141 

Total. .. ..... 94375118670 22386 1 80901 95340/ 6929 I 69901 74745 8100 67861110131 2106 I 65302i516o4 

B:ichanan over Fremont, 24,295; Pierce over Scott, 14,439; Cass over Taylor, 4,838 ; Polk over Clay, 2,264; 
Harrison over Van Buren, 13,698. 

CONNECTICUT. 

COUNTIES., R ep. D~m. Am. Mdg. Dem. F.Soi/. I WMg. Dem. FneD. 
Frtm'1 Buc'au Fill' re. Scott. Pierce. Uale. 'l'aylOr. Cass. VanB. 

------
Fairfield . . . .... 6233 5589 928 4814 5155 167 5036 4064 462 
Hartford ..... . . 8416 7037 309 6329 6639 461 6000 5345 810 
Litchfield .... .. 5481 3986 150 3946 4082 413 3918 3674 800 
Middlesex ..... 2887 2964 183 2065 2734 238 2136 2152 361 
New Haven .... 7976 7315 604 6046 6097 424 5273 4516 8061 
New London ... 5402 3953 350 3361 4079 637 4020 3421 776 
Tolland ....... 2407 1953 35 1703 2015 202 1665 1612 191 
Windham ... .. 3913 2248 56 2095 2448 618 2266 2202 799 

--------------
Total. .... ... 42715 34995 26151 30359 33249 3160 30314 27046 5005 

WMg. Dem. Abo. I Cllty. Polk. Birney. 

5368 4599 142 
6259 5624 2871 
4668 4335 368 , 
2324 2345 1301 
5546 4726 2291 
4081 3709 304 
1964 1950 

1201 2620 2544 363 

32832 29841 19431 

Whig. 
Fla'~on 

4871 
6216 
4542 
2276 
5100 
3815 
1991 
2790 

31601 

' 

Dem. 
YanB. 

386 
449 
380 
227 
401 

2 
6 
6 
5 
2 

31 43 
1509 
2188 

25296 

Fremont over Buchanan, 7,720; Pierce over Scott, 2,890; Taylor over Cass, 3,268; Clay over Polk, 2,991; 
Harrison over Yan Buren, 6,305. Mr. Birney received 17 4 votes in 1S4-0. 

PEN" NS -Y L VAN I A-

COUNTIES. I Rop. I Dem. I Am. 1·11 Whig. I Dem. F.Snil. ITVh(q I Dem. ,FreeD.11 Whig. I De>n . \ Abo. W'Mg. I Dem. Frern't Bue'an fill're. Scott. Pie-:ce. Hale. Taylor. Cass. ,·au H. Clay. Polk. Birney. lfa'oon YanB 

Adams........ 11201 26371 1249; 27251 2018 ----s1 2576 1762 --z5 2609\ 18911--6 24531 1628 
Allegheny..... 13671 9062 , 1488 96151 7226 9651 10112 6591 779 8083 5743 435 76191 45i8 

• Armstrong. .... 2%3I 26801 188 2093 2430 142 2080 2126 141 1453' 1983 38 J260 1744 
Beaver . . . . . . . . 2658 J 905 236 1805 1943 361

1 
2655 2303 530 2792 21721 270 3143 lTlO 

Bedford....... . 306

1 

2458 1936 2273 2319 - 1 2836 2816 1' 31-t7 2989 5 2910 2446 
Berks . . . . . . . . . 1037 1 tznl 3586 4913 9503 5 5082 9484 511 4000 86741 3 3582 7 425 
Blair . . . . . . . . . . 445 2069

1 
2450: 2590 1931 5 2476 1435 4 With Ilunti ngdon 

Ilraclfonl . . . . . 6038 2314 101 3520 3930 2811 3272 1889 1780 3235 3568 G3 2631 2844 
Bucks . . . . . . . . . 4682 65171 735 I 4928 5766 58 5140 5364 J 63 4862 5251 27 

1 
4705 4488 

Butler..... . . . . 3401 2648 . 67 1 2833 2533 166 2505 2247 173 ' 22-i7 2112 135. 2100J 1804 
Cambria . . . . . . 804 29871 968 14611 2035 15

1 

1233 J386 121 996
1 

1123 21 811 920 

8~~~~~·:::.:::: ~ii~ ~~~~ I 1t~~ 1~i~ 1 §~~~ = 1~5~ 1 mil !1 1g~6 2~&~ 1 -1 u~~~ 1an~~~~ Chester. ... . . . . 5308!· 6333! 1448 57001 5J20 338 5949
1 

5360

1 

5071 6070 5550 106 5642 4882 
Clarion.... . . . . 788 2760 950 1218 264. 2 28 1372 2306 371 814

1 

1883 7 648 1366 
Clairfield...... 718 ' 1978 604 9971 1733 24 761 1168 23 544 874 499 812 
Clinton... . . . . . . 618

1

. 1485 682 996 1318 2 911 967 1 11 788 8751 638 649 
Columbia....... 1239 2889 219 1165 2102 - I 2263 3396 291 F38, 3370 1 1325 2829 
Crawford.. . . . . . 55360 3391 45 2775

1 
3427 996 2204 27 48 621 2636 3334

1 

139 2469 2908 
Cumberland . . . 1472 3427 1579 2S78 3188 3242 3178 25 3092 3155 5

1 
2791 2695 

~~~:~~:~c.:::::: mg1 ~~~~ I i:i~ m~ in$1 1~~ ~;~ i~°i ~di ~6~g ' i!~~ ~g l ~6~t i~~; 
~:.~e · · ·: · ~:::: · 5m 2~~~ 2~~ 4Mg 2t~~ 6ii 3l~~ 26~~ 1 3~~ 3m1 2~~~ 1 1~ u~~3% an~~f 
Faye.ti~ . . . . . . . 2039 35541 1174 30301 38671 3045 34411 73

1 
2804

1 

34291 35 27551 3035 
Franklin . . . . . . 2446

1 

3-W91 1233 3904 33531· 3 40061 8199 4I 39. 01 8208
1 

3586
1 

2892 
Ful ton . . . . . . . . 142 970 566 72() 831 1 Pn organized. I 
Greene.. . . . . . 1321 21·17 28G 1 15591 2602 3(} 14i61 2379 52 1418 2354. 18 1350 2010 
Huntingdon . 926 21641 164i'i 2511 20411 2 2590 19221 25 40 6 25751 38261 2266 
Indiana . . . . . . . 3612 1762 263 I 23871 18aj 2i9 2410 1544 204 2200 14-181 80 19531 1209 
Jefierson . 10031 1463, 615 1115 14&1 22 8871 992 19 591 731 5 476 592 
Juniata . ....... 480 1365 747 I 559 823 - 850 8561 11 JOS9 1262 9ti6, 1043 
Lancaster . . . . . 6608i 8i31 4592 I 11636 65781 53 1 11S90

1 

6080 163I 10295 5943

1 

21 9678! 5740 
Lawrence . . . . . 30G.'5 12201 96 1984 1064 514 With Beaver and l\lerc er. 
Lebanon . . . . . 2414 2511 437 3105 21181 11 2996 JS621 2 2636 1791 2370 1402 
Lehigh . . . . . . 323i 4..J-2G 122 2993 3493 2 297'\ 8199 3 2558 2811 2405 245() 
Luzerne....... 4850 6191 868 3839 5340 79 3516

1 

89911 176 2699 39501 29 2176 4119 
Lycoming . . . . . 934 3324 liTO 2085 27(}0 5 1

1 
1992 2244 9 ' 2012I 2629I _19 J 150-1- 2181 

McKean....... 812, WG. 47 4051 597! 78 367 418 22 1. 840 419 2G31 216 
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PE .. VNSYL VANIA-(Contimlued). 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. I I 
, Rep. \ Dem. Am. WM,q. , Dem. IF. Soil. Whi,q. Dem. FreeD. Whig. Dern. Abo. WMg. Dem . 
. Frem't Buc'au Fill' re. i:lcott. l'ierce. Hale. Taylor. Cass. Vfill B. Clay. Polk. 13irney !Ja'son \'an H. 

?t:-I-er-·c-er-.. -.-. -.. -. -.. - --3-6-86 2699 i-:US 2211\ 2693
1
--W 2977 3094 1080 2840 2869 ~· 3247 2336 

Mifilin........ . 216 1491 1050 1392

1

1620 - 1543 1586 26 1518 1519 9 122G 1269 
Monroe . . . . . . . 560 2275 69 418 2098 - 518 1830 31 414 1806 1 345 1447 
Montgomery... 2845 7134 2265

1 

4791 5767 160 5040 5627 251 4491 5596 49 j 4068 4869 
Montour . . . . 666 1271 149 866 1455 - With Columbia. 
Northampton.. 1168 5260

1 

18381 2978 4403 16 3191 4203 38 2776 3870 - 1 2846 3838 
Northumberland 566 3059 1340 1619 2451 4 1765 2258 8 1547 2446 7 1851 2187 
Perry.......... 521 2135 14071 1413 2159 - 15G2 2295 5 1370 2321 - 1072 1970 
Philadelphia... . 7993 38222 24084 24566 26022 626 31229 21508 877 23289 18851 228

1 

17844 18077 
Pike . . . . . . . . . . 270 862 151 202 834 - 216 799 3 151 769 - 135 524 
Potter. . . . . . . . . El64 667 6 263 661 325 226 468 248 240 554 50 180 363 
Schuylkill . . . . . 2188 7035 2682 4128 4758 10 4808 3490 35 2571 3404 3 1881 2184 
Somerset . . . . . . 1458 1763 1405I 2986 1203 28 3018 1127 21 2660 1035 61 2501 765 
Snyder........ 443 1255 1064 Unorganized. 
Susquehanna... 3861 2548 511 2035 3046 215 1853 2563 301 1802 2697 93 1560 2022 
Sullivan...... . . 309 53S 48 177 426 591 129 803 19 Un organized. I 
Tioga . . . . . . . . . 4541 1386 27 1564 2614 79 I 1264 1344 10391 11e;9 2193 23 895 1721 
Union.......... 1429 1092 186 3081 1994 - 8129 1656 25 2788 1765 18 2423 1518 
Venango . . . . . 2041 2157 72 1164 1899 204 1061 1538 164 966 1377 65 855 1276 
Warren . . . . . . . 2091 1231 49 1138 1433 243• 948 1088I 136 899 1149 17 827 929 
Washington . . . 4237 4288 1!65 3810 4064 370 3898 3820 468 3872 3973 296 4149 3611 
Wayne........ 2172 2259 113 1232 2362 21 997 16421 202 899 1657 15 675 1188 
Westmoreland. 4091 5172 299 3203 5509 119 3124 5197i 122 2672 4978 71 2778 4704 
Wyoming...... 1138 1171 74 807 1258 19 861 892 371 814 899 1 Unorganized 
York.......... 511 6876 4301 4700 5585

1 

11 4838 51511 41 42371 5071 1 3792 4382 

Total. .. ..... 
1
1475i0

1
2307lo 8zl75 mm i9856818525: i85513 i71i161il263i i612o3

1
i67535 3i3s

1 

i44ofil 143672 

Buchanan over Fremont, 83,200; do. over Fremont and Fillmore, 1,025; Pierce over Scott, 19,394; Taylor over 
Cass, 14,337; Polk over Clay, 6,332 ; Harrison over Van Buren, 349. Mr. Birney received 343 votes in 1840. 

:r:.1.I:.A.R'YLAND-

COVNTIES. 
Fill're. Huc'au l"rem't Scott. Pierce. Hale. Taylor. Cass. 1·,m H. Clay. Polk. Birney Ha'son \'an B. 

Am. .Dem. Rep. Whig. Dem. F. Soil. I Whig. I Dem. F1ee D. , Wldg. Dern. Abo. Whig . .Dem. 

------[------- ---- --i---- ------ ----
Alleghany . . . . . 1938 2243 . . . . . . 1454 1976 . . . . . . 15791 1620 . . . . . . 1424 1491 . . . . . . 1271 1093 
Anne Arundel.. 104-3 927...... 834 88~...... 1693I 148~. .. . .. 1777 1503. .... . 1?04 1384 
Baltimore City. 16900 9882 . . . . . . 9558 14030 . . . . . . 10474

1

10990 . . . .. . 8413 88.66 . . . . . . 7296 7326 
Balt.irnore Co... 3504 3155 . . . . . . 1946 3001 . . . . . . 2527 2669 . . . . . . 2301 2716 . . . . . . 1941 2620 
Calvert.... . ... 401 35? . . . . . . 3~~ 352

1
...... 431 335 . . . . . . 451 ?¥ .. . .. . 4~4 325 

Caroline .. . . . . . 638 7 43 . . . . . . 500 5001.. . . . . 492
1 

580 . . . .. 680 002 . . . . . . 6ti7 5-35 
Carroll........ 23~6 209~

1
...... 1702 1~~0 , .. ... . 1763

1 

1672...... 1~:34 1694...... 1554 1610 
Cecil . . . . . . . . . . 18~4 1840 . . . . . . 1494 1000

1

...... 1504 1444 . . . . . . lo27 1504 . . . . . . 1448 1314 
Charles. . . . . . . . 461 758 . . . . . . 657 411 . . . . .. 769 398 . . . . . . 785 519 . . . . . . 841 502 
Dorchester . . . . 1202 979 . . . . . . 1239 9331.... . . 1367 820 . . . . . 1377 !l031 ...... 

1 

1381 839 
Frederick. . .... 3724 33041...... 3204 33421...... 3158 2983...... 3190 29941...... 2958 2623 
Harford..... 2074 1405 . . . . . . 1353 1378...... 1521 1253 . . . . . . 1517 12471...... 1342 1248 
Howard . . . . . . . 899 633·

1
...... 570 625 . . . . . . With Anne Arund el. 

Kent...... . . . . . 833 550 . . . . . . 662 551 . . . . . . 6451 447 . . . . . . 728 527 . . . . . 679 476 
Montgomery... 1203 11261.... . . 1061 842 ·.... . . 10571 771 . . . . .. ll 24 852 . . . . . . 1099 665 
Prince George.. 831 983 . . . . . . 915 7241...... 1051 733 . . . . . . 1054 666 . . . . . . 1017 609 
Queen Anne's. . 904 7 41 . . . . . . 723 7351. . . . .. 725 612 . . . . . . 7 49 722i. . . . . . 778 661 
Somerset . . . . 1593 1321 . . . . . . 1443 1115 . . . . . . 1413, 1005 . . . . . . 1449 902 . . . . . . 1516 844 
St. Mary's.... . 247 1052 . . . . . . 681 440 . . . . . . 788

1 
422 . . . . . . 783 468 . . . . . 895 415 

Talbot 749 910 . . . . . . 740 796' ...... 706 719
1
...... 795 112

1
...... 749 682 

Washington . . . 2717 2670 . . . . . . 2669 2723 . . . . . . 2683 2434...... 2638 2565...... 2484 2290 
Worcester.. ... 1224 1428

1
.:..:..:..:...: 1253 1182

1
.:..:..:..:...: 13511 1130 1~ 1453 ~i.:..:..:..:...: 1494 ~ 

47460 39115/ 231 1 35066 400201 54 37702[ 345281 125 35984 326761. ... . . 335281 28752 Total .. .. .. . 

Fillmore over Buchanan, 8,345; Pierce over Scott, 4,954; Taylor over Cass, 3,174; Clay over Polk, 8,308; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 4,776. 

DEL.A.VT.A.RE_ 

COUNTIES. Rep. Dem. Am. I Whig. Dem. F. Soil. \ Whi,q. Dem. FreeD. Whig. Dem. AIJO. W7iig. Dem. 
Fill' re. Buc' an Frem't Scott. Pierce. Hale. Taylor. Cass. Van B. Cl1\y. ~ ~ [la'soo Yan.13. 

Kent ..... .... . 1530 2083 1591 1422 1497 1336 1 1573 1416 1593 109~ 
Newcas'.;!e .. . . . 2625 3:577 2768 3038 62 3090 2717 79 2816 2678 2321 2195 
Sussex ....... . 2020 2344 1934 1858 1834 1845 1869 1871 2053 1593 

Total. ...... . 
------ ----1-- ------ ------ ----

61751 8004 380 6293 63181 62 1 6421 58981 80 6258 5971 - 59671 4884 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 1,829; Pierce over Scott, 25; Taylor over Cass, 523; Clay over Polk, 287; Harrison 
ov~r Van Buren, 1,083. 



POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 

SOUTH CAROLINA CHOOSES ELECTORS JJY LE(}ISLATURE. 

GEORGI.A._ 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 

COUNTIES. 
Am. Dem. Wl1(q. nem. Wldq. , Dem. Whig. , Dem. Fillmore. Bucb,an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor.~ 

~~ ---
Appling. ........... 96 268 13 77 144 108 152 142 
Baker ....... ... ..... 175 453 101 630 341 634 223 506 
Baldwin .. ....... .... 266 300 177 272 382 322 324 307 
Berrien .............. 79 220 Unorga nized. 
Bibb ........ . ........ 774 959 318 780 705 805 706 862 
Bryan .. . ... ......... 94 133 60 66 123 60 103 72 
Bulloch .. ...... ...... 34 460 m. 287 43 377 17 410 
Burke •.............. 183 940 15 177 598 215 556 411 
Butts ...... •... ...... 283 387 11 434 269 420 244 435 
Calhoun ... . 56 251 Unorga nized. 
Camden ............. 28 186 31 211 106 220 104 218 
Campbell . . ... ....... 448 754 158 338 281 582 205 543 
Carroll .............. 455 1176 185 850 475 834 355 768 
Catoosa .•..•.••..•... 3-!6 365 Unorga nized. 
Cass •... •........• ... 751 1205 263 654 988 1513 655 1139 
Coffee .... ····· ····· 16 16 Unorga nized. 
Chatham .... .••. .... 971 1445 305 1175 843 741 817 835 
Chattahoochee ....... 231 320 Unorga nized. 
Chattooga ........... 3c6 506 114 316 402 398 284 324 
Cherokee .......•.... 566 1146 81 660 660 983 517 813 
Charlton .............. 38 129 Unorga nized. 
Clarke .. •. .... .. ....• 603 487 189 226 624 495 596 420 
Clay ................. 188 279 Unorga nized. 
Clinch ......... .. .... 137 171 4 48 Unorga nized. 
Cobb ....... ......... 764 1251 307 975 862 1261 658 943 
Colquitt ...... .•. .... 75 106 Unorga nized. 
Columbia ........ .... 342 456 110 259 519 • 250 492 307 
Coweta. . ............. 58-! 882 215 650 822 662 777 644 
Crawford ............ 228 378 161 367 402 434 377 454 
Decatur ............. 454 396 220 295 493 350 383 346 
De Kalb ...... . •..... 453 665 565 1016 799 1091 580 967 
Dade .... ....... ..... 155 240 65 126 102 258 46 247 
Doherty ........... .. 197 266 Unorganized. 
Dooley ..... ...... . . . 200 419 175 474 349 571 269 507 
Early ..... .......... 149 299 129 374 200 505 211 419 
Effingham .......... . . 189 171 18 64 183 99 193 86 
Elbert . .............. 35-! 52-! 159 107 991 161 999 186 
Emanuel. ... ......... 259 273 5 174 155 207 107 241 
Fannin . ............. 152 571 Unorga nized. 
Fayette .............. 455 734 267 582 521 717 412 705 
Floyd ......... ...... 812 847 367 494 680 673 350 425 
Forsyth .. ............ 458 798 106 589 629 747 451 735 
Franklin ............. 183 972 66 435 363 965 376 1058 
Fulton ........ ..... . .. 911 832 Unorga nized. 
Gilmer .............. 1()1 820 116 309 402 855 219 511 
Glynn ............... 91 119 29 40 132 22 92 23 
Gordon .............. b!l3 890 264 584 Unorga nized. 
Greene .............. 576 283 311 172 827 139 780 132 

1Gwinnett .... ........ 7-!9 1092 61 427 7-!5 635 779 763 
Habersham ........... 256 858 98 59 425 778 322 964 
Hall .. . ............... 451 696 64 186 521 664 489 696 
Hancock ....... ..... 427 306 No Return. 473 283 515 330 
Haralson ............ 66 272 Unorgalnized. 
Harris ............... 753 528 46S I 339 870 403 845 463 
Hart ............. .. 152 610 Unorga nized. 
Heard ......... ..... 418 516 258 410 415 473 293 436 
Henry ............. . . 759 591 428 526 939 824 858 819 
Houston ............. 576 604 273 503 697 674 659 723 
Irwin ................. 30 155 12 192 86 355 21 223 
J ackson ............. 453 773 45 103 561 688 492 664 
J asper ............... 382 418 132 372 409 512 438 536 
J efferson ............. 376 353 91 93 607 111 579 108 
Jones ........ ... ..... 135 308 166 340 404 415 3!l7 455 
Laurens ............. 406 70 67 63 567 25 686 15 
Lee ................. 229 250 189 223 323 181 335 121 
Liberty .............. 133 191 58 133 171 132 179 190 
Lincoln ....... .. 212 219 18 155 238 120 286 179 
Lowndes .. .. ......... 292 443 22 290 507 397 427 362 
Lumpkin ..... . ...... 468 736 178 235 652 1097 665 1254 
Macon . . . ...... ...... 385 274 296 386 388 271 331 245 
Madison ... .......... 215 415 23 69 336 326 347 327 
Marion .............. 495 494 351 425 510 477 517 256 
Mcintosh ............ 49 155 16 90 117 98 127 114 
II! erriwether ....... .. 648 703 323 634 717 768 6SS 926 
Miller ...... ... . ..... 20 153 Unorganized. 
Monroe ............... 656 505 379 631 791 664 798 708 
Montgomery ......... 201 26 14 35 231 24 238 34 
Morgan ......... ..... 263 234 1 9 286 467 300 442 848 
Murray ... . ........... 240 567 237 323 799 1072 303 669 
Muscogee ............. 933 710 651 875 1330 856 1190 980 

15 
• 

225 

1840. 

Wh(q. / IJc?n. 

~~ 
93 

182 
731 

758 
80 
25 

593 
185 

166 
163 
276 

561 

590 

186 
369 

617 

428 

470 
792 
435 
432 
665 
38 

226 
258 
158 
957 
80 

337 
275 
348 
353 

127 
88 

889 
745 
290 
445 
481 

853 

315 
931 
667 
59 

572 
495 
458 
461 
556 
304 
144 
317 
422 
355 
369 
357 
404 
119 
755 

796 
167 
478 
273 

1044 I 

61 
204 
530 

748 
22 

384 
203 
339 

19L 
427 
437 

705 

647 

201 
416 

318 

65 

223 
768 
45 s 
20~ 
759 
16 3 

6 
3· 

29 
29 
55 

10 5 
3 11 

54 2 
7 
7 
1 

26 
45 
58 

1 64 
4 1 

12 6 
24 
1 

6'> 
76 
5 04 

Q 24 

29 2 

2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
5 
9 
2 
4 
7 
8 

35 
79 
57 
12 
54 
49 
8 

35 

7 
7 

1 
9 

78 

23 
0 
6 
3 
6 
3 

so 
28 
19 
1 35 

2 70 

67 

28 
45 
81 

5 
8 
0 
2 
l 
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GEORGIA-( Continued.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 
COUNTIES. 

Am. Dem. Whi,q. Dem. Whi,q. Dem. Whig. , D em. Wl>i,q. r Dem. Fillmore. Buch'an. ScoLt. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. Clay. Polk. Harriaoo.~ 
------ ------Newton ............... 910 844 836 386 1045 502 1025 553 988 851 Oglethorpe .........•. 394 451 60 179 636 193 626 241 654 127 Paulding ...........•• 191 776 44 327 852 420 218 394 227 207 Pike ......... , .... ... 491 630 184 509 828 892 659 877 560 624 Pickens ............... 198 425 Unorga nized. 

Pulaski ....•....••.•• 240 417 33 231 320 423 247 457 241 275 Putnam .............. 294 353 229 284 899 294 430 351 468 310 Polk ................. 371 259 119 147 Unorganized. 
Rabun .............•.• 72 407 4 144 55 207 34 258 30 212 Randolph ............ 450 656 362 677 780 724 606 735 509 519 lUchmond ........•..• 1143 890 411 625 908 595 903 647 939 407 Scriven .............. 167 268 8 171 265 223 256 278 180 199 Stewart ............... 598 558 326 491 926 686 892 813 882 639 Sumpter ......•....••. 855 701 325 452 733 587 650 444 449 176 Spaulding ............ 540 545 356 377 Unorga nized. 
Talbot ... . ........... 547 442 430 441 819 738 855 912 912 807 'faliaferro ............ 109 238 19 76 388 55 394 67 431 47 Tatnall •............. 186 191 121 55 861 44 388 64 253 28 Telfair ........... . ... 121 110 47 88 160 150 177 198 203 53 Tirrell ............... 313 233 Unorganized. 
Thomas .............. 333 463 89 I 259 526 250 348 267 426 60 Taylor ............... 312 429 105 264 Unorga nized. 
'l.'owns .......•••..... 60 265 Unorganized. 
Troup ............... 1005 412 1596 422 1122 384 1055 487 1071 330 Twiggs .............. 178 287 113 267 831 414 389 467 411 373 Union ........•...... 261 454 97 223 412 641 237 554 107 360 Upson .........•..... 617 305 355 338 657 344 643 384 632 298 ·walker .............. 565 824 372 786 784 965 447 686 387 541 Walton .............. 460 684 111 399 544 741. 555 763 516 619 Vi' are .........•....... 6 125 1 36 193 161 187 125 215 35 '\Varren ............... 250 589 25 806 614 360 641 868 552 243 Washington ........... 699 564 236 451 692 626 629 595 593 453 Wayne ........ .... ... 39 131 10 65 58 69 138 95 74 51 '\Vebster ............. 263 213 Unorganized. 
Wilkes ............... 279 428 12 I 193 452 293 430 389 438 852 Wilkinson ............ 282 531 94 502 473 498 387 560 428 474 Whitfield ............ 598 733 293 644 Unorga nized. 
"Vorth ............... 83 227 Unorganized. 

Total .............. 42228 56578 
1
116660 134705 4i544 144so2 

11
42100 / 441rr/ 40261 31921 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 14,350; Pierce over Scott, 18,045; Taylor over Cass, 2,742; Polk over Clay, 2,077; 
Harrison over Yan Bul'en, 8,340. In 1852 a Webster Ticket received 5324, and an Independent Pierce Ticket, 5,811. 

VIRGII:..:rIA.-

COUNTIES. Am. Di»n. Whig. Dem. Whi.q. Dem. Fillmore. Buch' an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. 

Accomac . .......... .. 830 821 576 564 544 29.'> Albemarle ........... 1026 1092 1163 1106 833 619 Alexandria .. ........ 946 677 '{84 577 539 225 Alleghany ........... 183 383 93 206 104 149 Amelia .............. 150 276 145 237 168 198 Amherst ...... .... . .. 449 683 4..'.>0 559 416 413 Appomattox ......... 152 431 192 352 190 322 Augusta ............. 1904 1499 1664 1388 1354 723 Barbour ............. 325 938 324 592 287 484 Dath ..... ............ 180 258 157 179 152 124 Bedford ... ....... .... 1044 1015 1189 965 886 534 Berkley ... .. ......... 846 997 751 924 608 544 Boone ........•...... 113 273 117 212 68 128 Botetourt .......... .. 341 904 421 738 462 683 Braxton ............. 494 260 387 290 73m aj. Brooke .............. 261 451 281 460 227 276 Brunswick , . . . ...... 131 566 187 462 213 337 Buckingham ......... 320 463 438 530 344 861 Cabell ............••. 396 598 451 424 287 233 Calhoun .... . ........ 27 116 Unorga nilled. 
Campbell ............ 1065 896 1101 879 794 554 Caroline ..... ••...... 414 517 443 621 867 425 Carroll ........•..•.. 260 687 213 488 179 267 Charles City •.....•.. 190 106 176 89 142 58 Charlotte ............ 247 463 337 369 290 803 Chesterfield .•....... . 350 845 409 854 296 505 Clarke .......•....... 225 404 863 386 209 201 Craig ................ 108 850 92 238 Unorga nized. Culpepper ........... 430 512 447 461 854 318 Cumberland .......... 184 274 256 252 235 162 Di.L.widdie .........•• 140 851 319 804 282 ~8 

• 

Wld,q. Dem. 
Clay. Polk. 

566 472 
917 702 

Part of Dist. C. 
114 180 
159 274 
451 461 

Unorga nized. 
1398 665 

221 468 
196 250 
941 639 
663 539 

Unorga nized. 
394 695 
186 156 
427 543 
194 408 
MS 596 
287 846 

833 656 
476 463 
121 268 
202 43 
837 846 
338 604 
199 220 

896 298 
274 207 
270 818 

WMg. r Dem. Harri>on. Van H. 

739 
114 

84 
166 
372 

1204 

203 
919 
599 

407 
With 
350 
261 
475 
481 

718 
899 

Unorga 
173 
318 
298 
174 

351 
262 
302 

239 
517 

171 
240 
329 

4· 

21 

54 

8 
8 
2 

55 
37 

l57 
Lewis. 

51 
38 
52 
43 

48 
46 

nized. 

15 

6 
0 
0 
6 

7 
7 

3 
82 

0 
7 
0 
1 

58 
19 

29 
22 

5 
8 

235 



POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 

VIRGINIA-( Continued.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 
COUNTIES. 

Am. Dem. Whig. Dem. Whi,q. Dern. Whig. Dern. Fillmore. Buch'an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. Clay. .Polk. 
----- --- ---Doddridge .•......... HS 441 86 285m aj. 109 Unorga nized. Elizabeth City ........ 184 190 156 211 133 120 133 123 Essex ................ 388 298 273 238 186 135 229 186 Fairfax .............. 650 727 608 606 489 320 410 391 Fauquier ............. 884 1081 928 1045 685 503 761 607 Fayette •.•....... , .•• 818 369 265 243 257 134 249 163 Floyd ....•.......... . 271 483 384 301 271 225 216 297 

Fltivanna •.......•.•. 268 809 440 378 271 190 305 244 
Franklin ...••... . .•.• 699 1163 620 802 608 606 619 674 
Frederick •••......... 898 1351 1024 1421 195 884 805 887 
Giles .... ........... 275 439 287 350 274 342 267 350 
Gilmer .....••• . ..•... 121 267 114 324 77 178 Unorga nized. 
Gloucester •••••.....• 268 383 267 372 185 191 233 220 
Goochland •...••..••• 198 377 195 396 168 254 165 319 
Grayson ...•......... 266 562 222 261 198 200 150 331 
Greenbrier ...••.•...• 792 658 644 498 658 303 709 351 
Greene ....•...•..... 57 472 87 416 63 270 66 300 
Greensville .......... 54 207 67 168 79 130 83 146 
Halifax ... ...•......• 329 1173 405 1096 395 848 344 1041 
Hampshire •.••.•.••.. 747 1168 649 1115 581 657 675 694 
Hanover •..•......... 815 615 450 554 410 427 558 482 
Hancock ......•••.... 190 320 241 349 161 216 Unorga nized. 
Hardy .........•.•... 842 637 858 532 525 271 533 272 
Harrison ...•..•...•.•• 840 1221 601 992 443 6Jl 479 760 
Henrico ......••••..• , 755 709 646 548 592 393 578 405 
Henry ...•.•••...•... 391 505 330 332 315 251 306 258 
Highland •.....•.•..• 237 479 170 431 101 288 Unorga nized. 
I sle of Wight ......... 142 644 171 645 105 393 93 470 
Jackson ............. 488 605 439 459 23!) 233 247 304 
James City .......•.•. 122 51 97 45 99 37 103 39 
Jefferson .•••.•...... . 845 946 958 8!l8 738 594 725 624 
Kanawha ............ 1149 658 1226 776 742 272 983 442 
King George •..••..•. 121 206. 132 166 149 112 165 117 
King William .••••.•. 73 274 99 246 93 234 109 337 
King and Queen ...... 168 438 169 349 224 258 250 328 
Lancaster .•...•..•... 150 160 136 122 187 101 139 99 
Lee ....... . •.•....... 388 916 403 773 324 621 287 578 
Lewis .........•...... 299 712 224 566 381 522 329 684 
Logan •.......••...•. 60 411 173 308 99 111 123 li7 
Loudon . ... ....•...• • 1979 858 1813 788 1453 420 1505 474 
Louisa ................ 241 632 356 503 307 441 364 585 
Lunenburg ..•...•.... 117 486 159 874 169 272 196 333 
Madison ............. 57 750 101 646 69 486 €5 512 
Marion ....••....... 470 1632 560 1197 324 669 2 6 677 
Marshall ....•......... 981 931 743 721 558 527 524 554 
Mason ...••.•.......• 108 561 586 476 349 274 415 363 
Mathews ....••••..... 186 270 177 255 136 189 172 222 
Mecklenburg ......•..• 271 867 304 680 842 497 276 618 
Mercer .. ............ 214 492 268 2S9 191 184 173 177 
Middlesex ............ 128 249 95 157 116 125 131 118 
Monongalia .......... 609 1441 688 1308 434 809 393 780 
Monroe ......... ... .. 781 747 497 499 488 469 425 460 
Montgomery .....••.. 468 653 501 490 340 306 364 345 
Morgan .............. 329 319 270 259 188 201 183 216 
Nansemond ....•..... 445 416 50() 462 311 280 361 24-4 
Nelson ......•.•...... 520 418 591 444 394 229 443 291 
New· Kent ............ 169 193 174 148 161 101 198 177 
Nicholas ............. 366 298 252 167 213 90 170 121 
Norfolk City ......... 787 644 767 792 652 448 634 403 
Norfolk County ...... 1008 1230 921 1224 629 650 627 591 
Northampton ... 335 256 298 144 170 95 240 116 
Northumberland ...•.. 249 340 208 279 161 234 185 276 
Nottoway ...........•. 140 203 122 185 117 143 187 182 
Ohio ................. 1464 1632 1452 1186 977 478 897 402 
Orange ........ ...... 287 437 290 343 296 281 239 288 
Page ..............•. 51 1034 110 870 69 595 50 628 
Patrick .............. 385 594 489 399 887 272 369 386 
Pendleton ............ 424 500 375 381 285 309 409 552 
Petersburgh .......... 672 836 515 759 892 338 376 336 
Pittsylvania .•........ 1227 1355 864 877 834 589 838 635 

I 
Pleasants ............ 178 303 152 237 Unorga nized. 
Pocahontas ... 115 417 116 240 106 212 81 227 
Powhattan ........... 92 244 122 243 154 202 215 210 
Preston ...... . ..... .. 719 1232 647 923 460 527 382 504 
Princess Ann ......... 393 397 409 342 878 299 329 251 
Prince Edward ....... 214 429 227 302 211 253 264 377 
Prince George ...•.... 74 306 91 282 127 215 139 226 
Prince William ..... . . 233 709 190 534 207 412 159 457 
Pulaski ............. . 200 331 174 223 131 141 166 174 
Putnam .............. 391 896 348 370 192 183 unorgarized. 
Raleigh ............... 228 141 128 63 Unorga nized. 
Randolph ............ 218 441 801 337 201 213 207 199 
Rappahannock ..•.... 851 492 831 436 804 239 359 314 

22'1 

1840. 

Whi,q. 
Harrison. 

141 
241 
366 
683 
199 
143 
334 
569 
755 
226 

247 
120 
455 
568 

62 
110 
422 
729 
450 

497 
828 
445 
311 

89 
258 
141 
667 
827 
168 
115 
282 
170 
275 
202 
136 

1269 
375 
228 
58 

~1agnolinn 

458 
405 
180 
319 
146 
101 
681 
408 
338 
179 
383 
404 
198 
173 
529 
561 
334 
183 
132 
!l22 
231 
45 

342 
389 
245 
8i6 

107 
176 
396 
402 
268 
124 
167 
142 

450 
818 

Dem. 
Van B . 

85 
125 
221 
58 3 
1 
27 
83 
9 
3 
5 
3 
3 

15 
51 
74 
29 

17 
38 
58 
30 
23 

9 
3 
9 
s 
0 
6 
4 
5 
2 

15 
96 
60 
46 

23 
134 

0 
1 
8 
1 

39 
l!l 

53 
21 

59 

3 
1 
9 
2 

3 
12 

24 
9 
6 
5 
T 
9 
9 
9 
1 
5 
2 
2 

30 
30 
8 

48 
10 
18 
38 
47 
30 
53 

&:Ha.r'sc1n 
2 46 

3 04 
0 
1 
4 
3 
6 
0 
1 
5 
9 
1 
6 

22 
56 
12 
12 

123 
42 
26 
14 
25 
23 
15 
1 
29 

20 
8 
8 47 

30 
24 
0 
0 
1 
5 
8 
4 
8 
2 
6 

J9 
2S 
23 
52 
27 
46 
26 
61 

21 
21 

0 
0 
4 
4 
1 
1 
3 
1 

46 
27 
86 
23 
39 
16 

82 1 
0 80 
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VIRGIN IA-( Oontiwued). 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. 
Am. Dem. Whi,q. Dmn. Whig. Dem. Whig. Dmn. Whig. Dem. 

Fillmore. Buch' an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. Clay. Polk. Harri~on. Van B. 

--- ------ ------ ------ ------
Richmond City ....... 1753 1474 1854 1012 1064 845 847 282 580 176 
Richmond County •... 291 225 234 181 182 148 202 154 177 151 
Ritchie •.••......•... 277 506 188 381 124 839 104 254 Unorga nized. 
Roane ...••..••...... 255 212 Unorga nized. 
Roanoke ...........••. 228 503 208 384 183 249 177 9,79 159 255 
Rockbridge ......•..• 1036 1124 1031 1084 665 501 697 543 635 528 
Rockingham ........• 5t0 2733 575 2473 395 1655 290 1716 256 1444 
Russell ...•.......•.. 388 755 301 275 482 316 414 416 264 293 
Scott .............•.. 406 810 354 577 296 452 276 531 284 441 
Shenandoah ..•...••.. 233 2889 291 2094 176 1404 170 1872 102 1218 
Smyth •.........•.... 832 572 434 479 326 309 275 871 259 305 
Southampton .•...•... 458 570 498 456 388 307 325 890 878 872 
Spottsylvania ......•. 448 622 440 565 418 405 488 442 858 368 
Stafford ..•......••••• 262 539 269 447 230 255 233 346 265 295 
Surry ..•............• 102 230 147 201 94 158 118 168 95 195 
Sussex ...............• 88 367 107 322 82 273 124 825 109 847 
Taylor ...•.....•••.. 432 616 351 383 Unorga nized. 
Tazewell .......•.••. 119 1140 243 612 215 548 100 621 113 486 
Tucker .•.••........• 16 137 Unorganized. 
Tyler ..•....• 329 556 340 883 324 290 441 511 325 4S8 
Upshur ...••....•.•.. 295 534 324 439 Unorga nized. 
Warren ...••......... 145 568 169 520 122 285 126 321 110 300 
Warwick ............ 51 18 66 14 62 15 67 24 92 3 
Washington .....•.... 644 1115 715 924 485 679 371 723 364 625 
Wayne .......•.••.•• 296 362 225 206 105 110 190 184 Unorga nized. 
Westmoreland ....... 439 131 280 83 249 60 305 61 286 81 
Wetzel .••••...•...•. 80 704 102 488 89 318 Unorganized. 
Wirt .•.•...•...•.••.. 191 322 222 288 Unorga nized. 
Wise •.........••.•.• 42 18 Unorga nized. 
Williamsburgh •.••... 56 57 37 68 47 34 66 50 83 7 
Wood ....••••..•..•.. 753 875 645 607 430 325 533 330 513 892 
Wyoming .•.....•.•.. 81 116 42 29 Unorga nized. 
Wythe .....•.•••.•.•.• 531 887 333 615 347 836 309 553 279 474 
York ..•••.•...••...• 194 114 129 90 118 86 113 109 192 12 ------ ---

73858 I 45124 I 46586 1436771 49570 42501 I 43893 Total .......•••...• 60310 89706 58572 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 29,896; Pierce over Scott, 15,286; Cass over Taylor, 1,462; Polk over Clay, 5,893; 
Van Buren over Harrison, 1,392. Fremont received 291 votes in this State, in 1856; and Van Buren 9, in 1840 . 

.A. L .A. :S .A. ~ .A. -

COUNTIES. Am. Dem. Whig. Dmn. Whig. I Dem. WM,q.1 Dem. Whig. , Dem. 
Fillmore. Buch' an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor.~ ClRy. Polk. Harrison. Yan H. 

--- ------ ------
Autauga .............. 475 621 196 822 558 471 475' 633 591 574 
Barbour •..•......... 851 1445 297 809 1205 614 1113 860 '1028 642 
Benton .............. 443 1687 74 918 566 1272 873 1382 482 1248 
Bibb .•••....•........ 479 539 238 346 474 416 450 596 588 478 
Baldwin .............. 219 144 62 72 100 133 149 120 137 118 
Blount ................ 87 770 55 422 134 526 84 774 105 720 
Butler .••............ 792 777 345 251 772 277 666 405 710 274 
Covington ............ 288 304 52 111 248 92 148 139 188 65 
Chambers ............ 967 1141 668 616 1323 689 1158 986 1039 678 
Cherokee ............ 455 1537 242 785 630 921 356 955 371 759 
Olark •............... 222 754 98 479 120 327 232 631 230 596 
Coosa .........•...... 802 1161 294 709 626 883 400 796 316 589 
Choctaw .........•.... 404 643 227 384 Unorga nized. 
Conecuh ............•. 408 425 216 287 426 231 441 277 541 209 
Coffee ..•...........• 301 703 113 239 192 174 142 314} 367 672 Dale .....•........... 419 945 162 406 36S 555 209 616 
Dallas .......• . ...... 616 831 386 440 860 618 864 722 1024 689 
De Kalb .....••••.... 130 900 136 501 251 650 207 100 157 711 
Franklin •............ 711 1056 462 993 510 795 498 1079 637 903 
Fayette •............. 440 799 81 516 272 841 153 796 203 819 
Greene ...•.. , .•..•... 784 694 694 555 1088 112 1090 819 1366 788 
Henry .............•• 471 966 94 184 504 496 367 546 325 391 
Hancock ...•......... 14 221 9 65 Unorga nized. 
Jackson ............. 97 1790 83 1154 136 1589 87 1751 57 2147 
Jefferson ..........•.. 196 697 114 839 288 385 264 585 315 582 
Lawrence .........••. 631 699 512 588 663 656 469 783 649 782 
Lauderdale .........• 555 1141 441 803 695 772 474 919 645 987 
Limestone ........... 281 790 227 662 374 883 325 965 856 897 
Lowndes ...........•• 703 699 126 186 161 434 710 678 896 522 
Marengo ............. 567 789 450 526 739 558 726 634 842 595 
Morgan ... .......... 222 808 208 482 861 835 271 682 358 804 
Madison .....••••.... 401 1476 354 1300 465 1385 351 1720 393 1985 
Monroe ............... 469 604 264 260 479 216 567 359 646 361 
Marion ...•.......... 198 700 118 467 193 514 120 688 196 535 
Marshall ..•••••..•••. 89 888 111 568 246 708 162 875 142 924 
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.AL.AB.AM.A-( OonUmMd.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. 
.Am. Dem. Whi.Q. Dem. ,"f!hig. I Dem . TVh(q. Dem. Wh(q. Dem. 

Fillmore. Buch'an. Scott. Pierce. laylor. ~ Clay. Polk. Harrison . Van B. 

------ ------
Montgomery ........• 1158 1100 717 557 1176 669 1016 836 1134 811 
J\Iobile ................ 1771 1838 1123 1380 1319 1073 1403 1347 1481 1121 
Macon ................ 1239 1039 7i2 658 1464 532 1087 626 731 338 
Perry .............•... 824 808 261 512 826 631 169 849 973 825 
Pike ................. 1178 1262 379 703 935 663 862 768 658 627 
Pickens ....•... ... .. . 669 1037 568 752 1044 931 892 967 1062 779 
Russell . ....... . ..... 855 994 434 522 970 577 736 624 691 404 
Randolph ............ 683 1460 90 707 461 770 288 747 279 624 
Shelby ................ 468 787 317 315 557 368 511 472 573 407 
St. Clair .......... . .. 83 818 44 455 150 456 46 644 42 679 
Sumter ....•... . ... 532 703 482 497 820 771 927 1061 1308 1180 
Tuscaloosa ..•..•..... 973 680 527 475 976 694 902 961 1276 938 
Talladega ...•••....... 896 1134 372 672 869 820 633 851 669 788 
Tallapoosa •..•....... 1276 1478 351 845 972 920 728 705 412 436 
Walker .••...•....... 146 449 54 217 231 383 170 442 244 367 
"Wilcox ...••.......... 446 813 286 398 639 479 525 629 778 437 
Washington ••........ 152 194 52 65 72 85 273 279 263 277 

28552 I 46739 
------ ------ ------- ------

Total .••.•. •. ...... 15038 I 26881 130482 131363 26084 137740 28471 33991 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 18,187; Pierce over Scott, 11,843; Cass over Taylor, 881; Polk over Clay, 11,656; Van 
Buren over Harrison, 5,520. 

JY.r:J:SSJ:SSJ:l?l?J:_ 

COUNTIES. Am. D em . Whig. Dem. Whig. D em. 
Fillmore . Buch' an . Scott. Pierce. Tayior. Cas8. 

--- ------ ------
Adams .... . ...• . ..... 505 380 514 442 643 365 
Attala ..........•.... 501 928 318 673 480 653 
Amite ............... 440 864 325 264 426 309 
Bolivar ..•..•......... 168 106 67 88 89 49 
Carroll .............. 846 938 528 783 885 921 
Claiborne ............ 337 387 270 858 464 858 
Coahoma •...•....... 226 111 159 115 189 130 
Copiah ....••......•. 415 731 272 607 491 587 
Clark .•....•.•......• 890 522 137 331 211 282 
Chocta\v ....•..•...... 539 1127 332 606 642 743 
Chickasaw ........... 629 861 478 718 846 948 
Covington ............ 88 387 97 303 135 346 
Calhoun .... 263 840 216 467 Unorga nized. 
De Soto ............... 709 1159 781 888 836 723 
Franklin .......•..... 216 342 158 254 226 249 
Greene ......... . ..•. No return. 61 114 184 79 
Hinds ...............• 1122 751 975 839 1206 822 
Holmes ...•. . ..•..... 500 585 419 484 643 520 
Harrison .........•... 182 414 156 276 165 172 
Hancock ... .. .....•... 109 186 44 112 157 116 
lsaquena ....•...•... 114 76 48 54 65 58 
Itawamba ............ 715 1239 402 1014 

I 
567 880 

Jasper ................ 372 599 243 422 343 808 
Jackson ............. 60 826 18 213 I 32 166 
Jefferson . . ....•...... 308 856 202 817 382 290 
Jones ........... . .... 70 236 88 114 I 95 185 
Kemper ............. 489 655 317 511 416 450 
Lawrence ............ 129 604 97 395 145 438 
Lowndes .•.. . .... . .... 553 801 499 745 801 780 
Leake ............... 846 615 198 885 328 289 
Lauderdale .......... 839 863 310 688 474 667 
Lafayette ............ 529 975 401 689 730 760 
Marshall.. .•..•...... . 1250 1465 1078 1304 1306 1344 
Madison ........... . . 575 541 440 497 614 497 
Monroe .....•. . •...•. 612 1065 467 971 921 1062 
lllarlon .....•••.....• 69 285 48 207 99 162 
Noxubee ..... .. ....... 476 601 377 418 617 661 
Neshoba ............. 167 464 51 248 241 254 
Newton .......•.. .• 207 427 107 217 184 197 
Octibbeha ........... 268 595 211 844 888 424 
Perry ................ 113 185 94 112 143 69 
Pike .................. 279 5.'33 143 412 277 398 
Pinola .............•. 607 561 427 383 578 844 
Pontotoc ............. 1121 1892 475 1030 757 999 
Rankin .............. 409 546 274 351 856 370 
Sunflower •........... 120 89 85 43 33 22 
Simpson ............. 137 341 159 244 286 264 
Smith ................ 325 438 85 270 210 287 
Scott .. .. .. .......... 66 442 98 2'17 152 278 
Tallahatchie .. .... . ... 176 276 143 186 206 219 
'.l'ishemingo .......... 983 1862 760 1812 840 1190 
Tunica ............... 44 ? 20 34 51 25 

Whig . Dem. 
Cluy. Polk. 

------
7ti5 452 
276 305 
429 851 

55 61 
678 742 
484 429 
143 162 
447 649 
115 353 
426 624 
336 632 

98 808 

671 709 
172 220 

62 175 
1199 915 

578 498 
103 169 

57 127 
Unorga nized. 

368 825 
210 403 
17 216 

864 383 
72 117 

291 515 
94 545 

644 850 
190 285 
256 631 
542 632 

1035 1184 
612 486 
549 911 

68 254 
519 677 
156 236 
143 270 
241 836 
125 71 
232 444 
489 408 
884 709 
311 406 

7 14 
178 800 

94 249 
112 259 
179 218 
480 1004 
36 24 

Whig. 
!la1-ri8on. 

---
862 
272 
500 

62 
711 
538 
181 
571 
j24 
388 
142 
116 

871 
186 

91 
1207 

1556 
-

281 

170 
289 
9~ 
-0 

412 
56 

826 
123 
620 
145 
239 
382 

1006 
691 
452 
136 
514 
113 
109 
195 
110 
814 
332 
237 
331 
-

201 
89 
41 

186 
821 
76 

Dem. 
YanB. 

---
438 
306 
29 4 

52 
89 

44 
7 
0 

109 
54 5 
238 
430 
20 4 
283 

349 
188 
12 5 
6ti8 
818 
-

107 

394 
268 
172 
229 
108 
400 
458 
620 
182 
444 
866 
814 
812 
487 
175 
872 
164 
194 
219 
94 

376 
206 
329 
262 
-

219 
179 
108 
124 
583 
l'i3 
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MISSISSIPPI-( Continued.) 

1856. 1852. I 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. 
Am. Dem. Whi,q. Dem. WM,q. Dem. Whig. Dem. WMg. Dem. 

Fillmore. Buch' an. ::icott. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. Clay. Polk. Harrison. Van B. 

--- ------ ------ ------ ------
Tippah .............. 816 601 569 1232 981 1236 692 1170 681 584 
Wilkinson ··········· 872 400 271 365 455 291 441 855 663 148 
Wayne .............. No return. 71 61 97 52 102 95 94 87 
Warren .............. 890 441 723 494 890 478 922 507 1006 422 
Washington ... ....... 148 135 129 90 179 71 209 108 162 64 
Winston ............. 301 716 218 448 307 425 201 475 262 288 
Yazoo ........•...... 735 608 453 559 641 497 578 530 561 360 
Yallobusha ... ......•. 716 848 549 633 843 846 719 893 739 643 

------- ---
268W I 25922 I 26537 

-~ ---
119518 

---
Total ..•..•.......... 24195 35446 17548 19206 25126 16995 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 11,251; Pierce over Scott, 9,328; Cass over Taylor, 615; Polk over Clay, 5,920; Harri
son over Van Buren, 2,523. 

N'ORTH CA. R 0 LIN' A-

COUNTIES. Am. Dem. Whig. Dem. TVM,q. Dem. Wh{q. Dem. Whig. Dem. 
Fillmore,. Buch' an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. Clay. Polk. Harrison. Van H. 

--- ------ ------ ------ ------
Alamance ..... ....... 717 452 With Orange. Unorga nized, 
Alexander ............ 814 322 219 98 Unorga nized. 
Anson .....•......... 311 723 992 369 1084 359 1012 481 1194 395 
Ashe ... ........ ..... 531 617 558 396 660 358 522 477 578 460 
Beaufort ............. 525 796 910 574 923 463 932 527 761 309 
Bertie ............... 453 511 498 444 524 302 475 439 496 385 
Bladen .. ... ......... 463 367 871 582 280 841 280 486 846 414 
Brunswick ... 364 384 352 301 319 237 351 283 350 230 
Burke ............... 378 311 761 389 1210 286 1234 228 1623 809 
Buncombe ........... 778 781 557 376 996 434 961 412 1436 452 
Cabarrus ........... . 865 594 642 371 756 377 718 874 891 354 
Caldwell ...•......... 364 874 493 146 503 96 598 219 ilr. Burke & Wilke•. 
Camden .... ...... . :. 89 474 503 107 493 70 556 101 612 100 
Carteret .. . .... ...... 463 389 414 388 474 317 434 815 454 186 
Caswell . .... ......... 917 212 226 931 293 1087 283 1182 276 1169 
Catawba .............. 653 168 With Lincoln. Unorga nized. 
Chatham ............ 761 787 1008 725 1033 519 1136 729 1124 568 
Cherokee ............ 443 522 534 290 549 175 390 225 414 113 
Chowan . .... ......... 255 212 225 219 295 171 805 166 330 158 
Cleveland ............ 796 71 211 494 814 421 366 624{ 

From Lincoln 
and Rut herford. 

Columbus ...... . ...... 527 212 178 357 169 274 135 363 204 315 
Craven ............... 595 475 583 694 696 616 682 222 666 540 
Cumberland .......... 1257 767 811 1488 812 1191 703 1101 612 950 
Currituck ............ 538 128 134 490 193 466 157 551 142 468 
Davidson ............ 634 964 1019 497 1087 520 1091 610 1441 890 
Davie .... ... ....... 279 477 414 259 448 251 529 282 687 225 
Duplin ............ 1173 117 186 930 318 9a9 223 936 253 807 
Edgecombe .......... 1581 151 89 1454 143 1335 126 1503 135 1374 
Forsyth .. ........ -· 1043 772 With Stokes. Unorga nized. 
Franklin ............. 793 255 368 704 341 658 336 760 374 689 
Gaston ... ...... ..... 597 53 With Lincoln. Unorga nized. 
Gates ..... .......... . 888 305 868 368 379 289 855 855 378 328 
Granville ............ 1060 756 991 945 959 831 936 942 933 778 
Greene .. ... ..... .... 375 218 325 826 318 237 302 276 297 215 
Guilford ...•......... 413 1515 1552 345 1714 873 2134 515 2300 414 
Halifax .............. 683 509 497 424 582 446 592 456 604 356 
Haywood ............ 413 191 314 302 418 213 842 267 481 221 
Henderson ............ 43-J, 406 493 210 541 116 555 141 In Bun com be. 
Hertford ............. 301 375 290 236 816 144 809 253 396 199 
Hyde ................ 248 398 835 227 495 236 318 164 431 89 
Iredell .... ..... . .... . 302 12-JJ 909 280 1137 211 1582 330 1780 328 
Jackson . ... .... ..... 404 65 With Ha ywood. Unorga nized. 
Johnston ............. 958 6U) 708 870 646 746 595 650 597 549 
Jones .............. 211 157 191 201 242 136 203 142 243 132 
Lenoir ............... 424 264 282 897 282 834 225 356 No returu. 
Lincoln ' 514 226 621 1418 828 1593 790 1736 1000 1958 ... ········· Macon ..... .... ... ... 247 308 809 240 427 207 374 224 433 168 
Madison ............. 460 182 With Yancey. Unorga nized. 
Martin ....... ...... .. 725 811 289 507 361 545 810 580 291 596 
Mecklenberg ......... 1031 513 680 1115 775 945 909 1201 1000 1246 
McDowell . ...... ..... 380 274 With Burke. 559 161 With Burke. Unorga nizod. 
Montgomery ......... 108 546 620 132 583 82 658 139 113-6 105 
Moore ............... 440 489 546 484 588 406 540 500 529 495 
Nash ... ············ 1068 61 88 1030 113 798. 74 8~4 78 797 
New Hanover .... . ... 1472 577 383 1400 464 1255 882 1122 293 1042 
Northampton ... 621 466 455 530 493 488 519 864 550 383 
Onslow ............... 683 145 175 597 211 686 194 717 143 690 
Orange .............. 909 747 1441 1307 1667 1585 1686 1589 1639 1448 
Pasquotank .......... 299 532 539 316 570 244 663 232 693 149 
Perquimans .. ...... .. 254 346 324 270 434 253 440 223 596 134 
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NORTH OAROLINA-(Oontinued.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 
COUNTIES. 

Ani. I ])em. H7iig. Dem. Whig. Dem. lT'Mg. D om. Tl71i,q. I Deu1• 

---------~~ Bnch'nn. ~~Pierce. ~~-~8.:__ U1ay. J-'olk. ~·~~ 
Person ............. . 
Pitt ................ . 
Polk ................ .. 
Randolph. . .. 
Richmond .......... . 
Robeson ............ . 
Rockingham . . . . . . . . 
Rowan ............. . 
Rutherford .......... . 
Sampson ... ........ . 
Stanly .............. . 
Stokes .............. . 
Surry ............... . 
Tyrrel ............ . . . 
Union .............. . 
Wake .... .. 
Warren ............ . 
Watauga ........... . 
Washington .......... . 
Wayne ............. . 
"'ilkes ....•.......... 
Yadkin ............ .. 
Yancy ............. . 

Total ............ . 

543 279 263 471 346 518 275 649 214 59T 
730 570 679 602 636 479 6.'34 476 627 391 
156 124 Unorganized. 
336 10:25 1036 271 1196 225 
176 500 678 146 699 71 
673 566 660 732 633 545 

1001 359 342 823 380 7G6 
779 865 836 672 859 560 
576 412 761 301 958 126 
927 358 604 867 612 741 
108 731 714 58 725 14 
658 mn 1081 1237 1014 912 
706 362 1046 937 1132 852 

92 277 286 87 300 96 
655 236 With Me cklenb'g 775 945 

1472 789 1032 1357 1028 1247 
841 78 167 691 156 667 
148 368 With Ashe. Unorganized. 
236 3G4 302 210 373 I 149 

1172 208 286 1067 258 903 
380 902 1073 242 1060 121 
483 694 With Surry. Unorganized. 

1171 312 
802 117 
559 599 
430 1022 
833 586 

1310 296 
533 878 
530 48 

1084 1153 
996 880 
283 92 

Unorganized. 
1044 1374 
128 810 

329 
254 

1208 

124 
911 
181 

1344 269 
820 102 
579 506 
547 905 
942 502 

1802 540 
553 741 

In 111ont gomery. 
1212 1061 
1191 812 
380 83 

1026 
105 

432 
306 

1450 

1149 
754 

54 
731 
114 

616 208 236 357 31m aj. 338 427 415 290 

36886 48246- 1 39058 39744 4355Ql-;&i9 43232 39287J 4G376 /-33782 

Buchanan over l<' illmore, 11,360; Pie:·ce over Scott1 686,; Taylor. over Cass, 8,681; Clay over Polk, 3,945; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 12,594. llir. Hale recerved 59 votes m this State, rn 1852, and lllr. Van Buren 85, in lb48. 

TEN'N'ESSEE. 

COUNTIES. A111. .Der11... I TVhi,q . Dem. Wln'g. 
Fillmore. Buch'an. Scott. Pit1ce. Taylor. 

----------- --- ---
Dem. Whi,q. Dem. Wld,q. Dein.. 
Cass. Clay. l'olk. Hanbon. Yan 13. 

------ ------
Anderson ............ G49 348 602 267 602 250 620 325 625 227 
Bledsoe ............... 354 271 464 209 508 229 529 259 644 202 
Blount.. ... .......... 1246 623 827 566 965 
Bradley .............. 658 1078 547 778 760 
Bedford ..... .. ... 1557 1378 1390 1356 1497 
Benton .............. 453 632 340 485 392 
Campbell .... .. ...... 345 434 313 252 473 
Carter ... . ........... 728 228 585 140 745 

663 1046 735 1198 640 
927 572 958 467 791 

1381 1455 1526 1878 2156 
459 292 481 259 301 
279 337 318 481 328 
129 739 177 837 99 

Cheatham ............ 423 465 Unorga nized. 
Claiborne ............ 543 735 503 519 700 
Cocke ............... 795 439 743 196 815 
Cannon ............... 428 809 453 727 469 
ColJee .... .......... 307 990 205 722 332 
Carroll .............. 1710 863 1498 649 1493 

744 578 857 631 733 
189 844 187 917 so 
827 318 761 Unorga nizcd. 
943 280 1000 Unorga nized. 
560 1356 524 1361 352 

Cumberlanu .......... 243 261 Unorga nized. 
Davidson ............ 3259 2074 2623 2059 2698 
De Kalb ............. 554 795 559 588 571 
Dickson ............. 382 816 1013 769 386 

1976 2266 1683 1960 1274 
573 488 491 Unorga nized. 
674 339 706 396 653 

Decatur ........... . . 453 495 400 315 Unorga 
Dyer ................ 666 599 508 411 383 
Fentress .. ........... l18 533 153 414 113 
FrankUn ............. 331 1427 330 1183 390 
Fayette .......... 1082 1080 1006 1034 1217 
Granger ............. 1117 736 852 477 1094 
Greene ...... . .. 880 1852 780 1307 963 
Giles ................ 1236 1584 1303 1447 1389 
Grundy . ..... ........ 28 425 44 327 Unorga 
Gibson ·············· 1832 12134 1570 901 1423 
Hawkins .............. 916 1144 778 831 1252 
Hamilton ............ 1064 1051 774 648 685 
Hancock ............. 241 525 241 336 Unorga n 
Hardin ... . .......... 748 !l05 643 808 621 
Hickman ...... ..... 238 1086 241 839 301 
Humphreys .......... 280 695 263 471 309 
Hardeman ........... 691 1333 716 1024 723 
Henderson ...... . ..... 1313 805 1193 511 1286 
Henry ............... 897 1827 899 1516 860 
Haywood ......... . .. 842 920 790 732 800 
Jefferson ............. 1571 567 1170 312 1468 
Johnson ··· ···· ····· 459 178 365 93 382 
Jackson ..... ······· 1261 1180 1118 703 1269 
Knox . ·············· 2551 838 1863 565 2140 
Lawrence ............. 514 876 549 583 5!l6 
Lewis ................ 25 242 43 186 Unorga n 
Lincoln .............. 431 2670 606 2297 680 
Lauderdale .......... 395 4ll 230 277 279 
llfclllinn ............. 970 1059 796 &66 960 
l\Ieigs ................ , 12~ 635 141 442 150 

zed. 
271 856 212 446 206 
432 60 456 140 323 

1207 358 1123 645 1461 
1060 1205 1151 1140 902 

489 998 548 1095 449 
1483 1031 1701 1032 1559 
1511 1301 1387 1190 1242 
ed. 
688 1320 611 1272 418 

1243 1173 1388 1053 1251 
634 644 624 606 473 
ed. 
770 505 732 562 581 
988 255 1034 293 952 
482 305 523 191 333 

1016 689 1071 676 860 
460 1209 492 1318 277 

1349 835 1312 862 1079· 
672 756 668 807 576· 
215 1563 247 1811 131 

66 810 79 390 49· 
801 1211 807 1302 591 
439 2015 507 20!l6 314-
544 489 547 537 312: 

zed. 

I 
2584 658 2494 831 2531 
274 286 211 Unorga ni·wd. 

1024 873 1061 1022 I 897 
534 120 620 119 5.'315 

DI 

DlZ 

lZ 
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COUNTIES. 

Marion ....•.. . ...... 
Monroe .............. 
Morgan .. . ........... 
Maury ............... 
Montgomery ......... 
Marshall ........•..... 
Macon ............... 
McNairy. ........... 
Madison ............. 
Overton ............. 
Obion ............... 
Polk .................. 
Perry ................ 
Rhea ................ 
Rhoane .............. 
Robertson ........ . .. 
Rutherford •.......... 
Sevier .....• ......... 
Scott ................ 
Sullivan ............• 
Smith ................ 
Stewart ..........••... 
Sumner ............... 
Shelby ............... 
Tipton .........•..... 
Van Buren ........... 
Washington •......... 
Warren. •............. 
Wayne .............. 
'Vhite .....•.•....... 
Williamson .•......... 
Wilson ....... ..... 
Weakley ...... . ...... 

Total ..•.. ......... 

.A. POLITIC.AL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

TENNESSEE-( Continued). 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

Am. Dem. Wlz~q. Dem. W7dq. I Dem. Whi_q. Dem. Whig. I Dem. 
Fillmore. Buch'an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor.~ Clay. Polk. Harrison.~ 

------ ------
523 444 4D3 292 562 336 503 381 503 368 
867 1041 &05 847 962 960 859 1086 923 928 
162 263 240 222 229 187 211 232 211 161 

1316 1823 1324 1799 1516 1970 1292 J9S8 1497 2025 
1368 944 1'..!60 993 1288 969 1271 1029 1101 71l0 

649 1278 666 1340 130 1408 635 1398 Unorganized. 
559 526 616 374 Unorga nized. 

906 I 477 969 1125 956 967 939 786 773 741 
1561 981 1426 819 1562 737 1357 768 1312 537 
322 1505 345 1039 467 1112 336 1145 329 988 
533 950 431 644 357 487 282 536 267 351 
402 798 272 470 367 517 260 488 Unorga nized. 
362 525 325 314 433 287 744 513 781 348 
311 448 300 307 298 324 232 368 209 383 

1028 829 820 678 998 671 900 735 1047 545 
1089 928 1013 769 1236 839 1193 871 1167 650 
1469 1368 1495 1313 1754 1439 1730 1500 1706 1475 

921 164 621 80 7S7 57 738 78 926 45 
156 224 304 100 Unorga nized. 
548 1477 260 1114 436 1375 350 1533 327 1386 

1596 729 1742 520 2380 719 2328 788 2657 688 
606 S95 323 607 574 705 519 704 457 642 
859 1894 825 1563 922 1994 881 2017 794 1738 

2114 2044 1824 1628 1828 1607 1625 1352 950 681 
424 663 357 565 352 482 360 502 573 588 
103 265 107 165 130 198 116 190 Unorga nized. 
828 1334 565 853 862 1016 881 1225 892 1083 
411 1130 344 922 407 1161 335 1190 513 19 
714 563 666 380 673 386 665 446 760 266 
808 740 949 518 1064 503 857 468 1201 38 

1646 775 1583 763 1883 793 1986 859 2017 681 
2186 1134 2248 923 2517 998 2607 1042 2550 87 

859 1628 783 1149 669 1080 560 1084 528 

66178-173638- 58898 I 57018 64705-1 58419 I 60030 I 59917 1 60391 I 

44 

6 

0 
3 72 

4828 9 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 7,460; Scott over Pierce, 1,880; Taylor over Cass, 6,286; Clay over Polk, 113; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 12,102. 

L 0 UIS I .AN A-

COUNTIES. Am. Dem. Wh(q. D em. WMg. Dem. Wlzig. I Dem. TV7dg. Dem. 
Fillmore. Buch' an. Scott. Pierce. Tuylor. Cass. Clay. Polk. Harri>on. Yan .H. 

Ascension ............ 216 479 296 360 288 236 "'1264 218 218 
Assumption .......... 195 837 511 553 469 286 285 279 289 340 
Avoyelles ............ 323 584 300 387 299 359 189 364 250 225 
Bienville ............. 296 706 172 313 114 189 Unorganized. 
Bossier .....•........ 202 475 180 248 17 - 59 103 Unorga nized. 
Caddo ............... 493 458 344 342 281 300 210 155 With Na tchito'es 
Calcasieu ............ 25 296 34 221 41 181 42 128 With Landry. 
Caldwell ... ... ....... 102 308 54 158 ' 90 149 69 194 No return. 
Claiborne ............ 678 852 330 506 221 323 196 375 No return. 
Carroll .............. 288 441 219 261 268 235 190 221 96 114 
Catahoula ........... 411 448 280 310 320 386 243 304 259 231 
Concordia ............ 155 135 121 86 188 96 188 95 269 113 
De Soto .............. 296 510 241 288 149 217 52 150 Unorgalnized. 
E. Baton Rouge ...... 540 593 484 485 400 406 325 399 324 308 
E. Feliciana .......... 346 464 342 443 349 394 329 419 360 430 
Franklin .•... . ....... lS.'3 264 110 192 124 162 134 158 Unorganized. 
Iberville ............. 265 517 318 426 429 295 253 235 204 182 
Jackson ............. 387 538 174 341 127 193 Unorganized. 
Jefferson .... ........ 937 122 928 943 717 660 434 403 252 86 
Lafayette ............ 128 453 111 277 108 220 193 399 No return. 
La Fourche .......... 300 753 676 135 739 161 471 137 538 44 
Livingston ........... 231 391 159 3:17 144 243 100 229 127 207 
Madison ..... , ....... 239 210 171 147 283 192 206 198 141 111 
Morehouse ............ 351 332 196 137 178 101 107 31 Unorganized. 
Natchitoches ......... 42Q 588 289 407 384 495 452 650 667 610 
Orleans .. . ............ 5858 2475 4663 4682 5551 4579 3026 2612 2681 1748 
Orleans R. B ......... 194 151 67 161 Unorganized. 
Ouachita . ..... .. . .... 260 390 190 240 168 176 106 206 243 130 
Plaquemine .....••... 205 248 151 372 187 350 37 1007 40 250 
Pt. Coupee ........... 266 521 242 364 288 370 174 175 147 139 
Rapides ..••.......... 584 763 401 623 383 543 419 586 475 382 
Sttbine ...........•.... 189 349 237 251 246 271 255 383 Unorg:t nized. 
St. Bernard .......... 123 122 130 120 124 89 185 84 173 91 
St. Landry ....... 807 1103 692 508 754 376 789 406 836 434 
St. Helena ........... 309 272 209 246 169 188 154 222 172 238 
St. Tammany ........ 304 227 254 ?')8 275 183 169 199 I 204 80 t 
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LOUISIANA-( Continued.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

CO~TIES. 
Am. Dem. Whi_q. Dem. Whig. Dent. Whig. , Dem. Whi_q. Dem. 

Fillmore. Buch'an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor, Cass. Clay. l'olk. Harri:son. Van .IJ. 

------ ------
St. Charles ........... 67 104 101 39 135 35 96 I 42 69 33 
St. James ........ .... 880 172 321 158 431 117 351 181 379 37 
St. John Baptiste ..... 196 217 202 160 228 128 142 JJ3 183 45 
St. Mary ............. 449 374 390 243 470 166 352 142 308 87 
St. Martin ............ 541 423 479 298 456 240 479 303 463 103 
Tensas ............... 157 205 120 107 177 111 157 108 Unorga nized, 
Terrebonne . .•.•.•... 397 382 197 37 353 129 265 164 313 20 
Union . . ............ 545 623 435 465 307 237 206 213 74 7G 
Vermillion ....... .... 116 234 136 126 430 52 176 104 Unorga nized. 
West Baton Rouge .... 200 147 220 118 255 109 209 104 183 84 
Washington .......... 142 304 125 258 158 190 127 230 150 134 
West Feliciana •...... 196 290 190 302 232 261 243 3D8 253 286 
Winn ................ 157 314 57 138 Unorga nized. 

20109 I 22164 1 11255 - i----------
Total .............. 18647 18217 115370 13083 113782 11296 7616 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 1,455; Pierce over Scott, 1,392; Taylor over Cass, 2,847; Polk over Clay, 699; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 3,680. 

KE:N"TUCKY-

COUNTIES. Am. Dem. Whig. Dem. Whig . Dem. 
Fillmore. 13uch'an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. Cass. 

--- ------ ------
Adair ................ 455 1033 457 597 568 549 
Allen ......•.......... 537 713 280 454 423 553 
Anderson ............ 299 737 292 606 334 547 
Ballard ...... ... .. ... 323 655 260 328 277 281 
Barren .............. 1561 1232 1119 967 1462 1048 
Bath ......... .... ... 642 1028 587 785 724 782 
Boone ............... 937 818 800 769 935 769 
Bourbon ............. 957 601 978 528 1172 486 
Boyle ................ 676 362 603 323 773 347 
Bracken ............. 876 742 638 517 795 472 
Breathitt ............. 112 502 96 234 143 llil 
Breckenridge ....•.... 1008 628 842 440 1006 422 
Bullitt ............... 545 561 403 446 499 399 
Butler ..•...... ... ... 571 451 312 269 349 204 
Caldwell .............. 463 607 731 874 826 841 
Calloway ... .... ..... 206 1209 189 815 227 664 
Campbell ....... ..... 906 1219 577 1098 511 814 
Carroll ............... 439 511 446 473 433 428 
Carter ............... 298 787 180 497 243 510 
Casey .. , ...••... . ... 601 415 474 230 529 196 
Christian ............ 1880 1098 973 806 1132 786 
Clark .... .......... 946 418 842 322 1046 319 
Clay ... ..... . ........ 421 369 278 185 377 125 
Clinton .............. 261 522 271 348 286 294 
Crittenden ........... 506 664 396 486 342 399 
Cumberland .......... 635 335 501 157 642 153 
Daviess ............... !J54 965 1027 711 9S6 605 
Edmonson .... ....... 161 421 208 218 24.9 209 
Estill ........... ..... 474 543 358 322 485 238 
Fayette ............... 1404 1006 1376 809 1541 781 
Fleming .... .. .... ... !J49 848 888 698 1159 700 
Floyd . ....... . ...... . 85 939 165 222 260 225 
Franklin .............. 883 794 833 759 926 664 
Fulton ................ 340 460 152 233 Unorganized. 
Gallatin ............. 310 269 372 411 360 368 
Garrard ............. 866 423 863 236 1187 191 
Grant ............... 639 676 437 572 485 529 
Graves .............. 475 1380 I 446 971 468 772 
Grayson . .......... .. 477 651 433 394 507 345 
Green ............... 408 639 422 487 517 512 
Greenup ... . ....... .. . 866 865 637 660 640 516 
Hancock ............. 425 407 249 205 304 166 
IIardin .............. 1226 932 1007 619 1239 631 
Harlan .............. 331 264 327 65 350 56 
Harrison ............. 965 1095 802 947 891 896 
Hart .. ... ... ...... .. 509 816 455 578 586 528 
H enderson ...... ..... 865 767 616 635 731 559 
H enry ............... 727 1050 744 983 827 1022 
Hickman ............ 244 631 155 379 169 353 
Hopkins ... .. .. ... ... 857 1133 737 809 796 766 
J efferson ............. 4982 2972 3665 3791 1161 970 
J essamine ........... 614 553 556 476 682 489 
Johnson ............. 14 708 64 299 106 214 
Kenton ..........•... 1246 1643 975 1884 985 1228 
Knox ... ........... 588 271 487 164 648 15!J 
Larue ............... 546 4.89 417 348 478 ~9 

Whig. Dem. 
Clay. Polk. 

------
548 639 
401 635 
281 552 
282 400 

1306 1108 
611 783 
888 712 

1208 521 
617 352 
753 443 
120 231 
924 464 
528 436 
351 290 
780 966 
204 772 
358 618 
382 370 
148 508 
468 214 

1122 825 
996 314 
335 92 
262 315 
284 399 
590 167 
808 622 
174 251 
392 216 

1695 824 
1143 771 
190 340 
816 634 

348 351 
1128 229 

396 493 
386 884 
432 386 
827 10-±2 
593 385 
277 213 

1095 702 
334 75 
859 975 
579 558 
719 638 
708 1044 
304 740 
701 814 

1092 1042 
616 469 
85 252 

6&7 920 
589 164 
382 833 

ll'7zig. 
Uarrioon. 

---
223 
201 
181 

Dnorga 
787 
4&5 
580 
992 

486 
Unorga 

755 
209 
134 
302 

99 
484 

D em. 
l .8. Va1 

nize 

nize 

404 
373 
375 

d. 
825 
470 
4€8 
416 

275 
d. 

176 
319 
184 
497 
730 

Unorga nize 
1026 
d. 

Unorga nize 
176 
670 
838 
202 

d. 
220 
470 
226 
153 

No ret urn. 

304 
445 
122 

144 
344 
14.4 

Ko r et urn. 
1266 

898 
80 

509 

483 
814 
247 
158 
268 
274 
357 
152 
698 
174 
445 
216 
364 
627 
198 
403 
610 
513 

Unorga nize 
Unorga nize 

309 I 

689 
464 
549 
560 

526 
218 
225 
363 
153 
B!JO 
2(15 
72 

526 
58 

714 
387 
360 
794 
521 
381 
584 
339 

d. 
d. 

95 
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KENTUCKY-( Continued.) 

1§56. I 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUN'£IES. 1---.,----~ 1------11-----~ , _____ _ 
Am. Dent. I Tr71(q. Dem. Whi_q. I Dem. Tfhi,q. I Dem. Whit!· I Dem. 

---------i-f1-·11_m_o_re. Buch'an. ::lcott. Pierce. Taylor. ~ ~ ~ Harri,on. ~ 

408 365 372 187 488 145 384 124 171 I 100 Laurel .............. . 
Lawrence ........... , 
Letcher .............. . 
Lewis ............... . 
Lincoln .......... . .. . 
Livingston .......... . 
Logan ....... . . , . , . , . 
Lyon ............... . 
Madison ............ . 
Marion ....... , ..... . 
l\1arshall.. ........... . 
l\Iason ............... . 
l\IcCracken ......... . 
McLean ............ . 
Meade .............. . 
Mercer ............. . 
Montgomery ........ . 
Monroe .............. . 
Morgan. . . . . ....•.. , 
Muhlenburg ......... . 
Nelson ............. . 
Nicholas ............ . 
Ohio ................ . 
Oldham ............. . 
Owen ............... . 
Owsley ............. . 
Pendleton ........... . 
Perry .... , ......... . . 
Pike ................. . 
Powell .............. . 
Pulaski ............. . 
Rock Castle ......... . 
Rowan ............. . 
Russell ............. . 
Scott ............... . 
Shelby ..... . ........ . 
Simpson ............ . 
Spencer ............. . 
Taylor ............. . 
Todd ............... . 
Trigg ............... . 
Trimble ............ . 
Union ....... . ...... . 
'V'arren ............. . 
Washington . . . . . . . . . 
Wayne ............. . 
Whitley .... . ........ . 
Woodford ........... . 

Total ........... , .. 

466 478 385 362 414 318· 347 345 68 207 
79 287 63 78 No return. 29 161 Unorga nized. 

5 6 631 400 503 521 566 506 543 345 302 
796 459 674 338 832 325 769 335 613 317 
457 372 312 267 403 265 424 327 225 361 

1613 506 1294 384 1402 358 1407 374 902 289 
253 390 Unorganized. 

10S7 832 976 541 
418 1154 782 763 
104 943 91 425 

1308 994 1337 896 
660 505 385 416 
404 476 Unorga nized. 
714 402 647 230 
615 1121 594 914 
546 451 518 389 
561 661 377 350 
289 1068 316 509 
733 747 814 553 
793 1041 958 487 
666 709 592 721 
&13 901 701 624 
387 528 388 486 
554 1579 505 1186 
335 401 294 326 
746 732 262 570 
173 295 130 77 
161 706 221 194 
167 177 111 133 
956 1336 707 622 
417 184 326 97 
106 237 Unorganized. 

1313 
765 
120 

1631 
407 

564 
629 
496 
953 
308 

713 225 
734 1088 
688 548 
586 379 
413 490 
746 437 

1149 464 
673 704 
718 542 
476 488 
533 810 
330 248 
375 599 

No return. 
225 140 

Unorganized. 
947 734 
497 95 

1202 
715 

94 
1603 
256 

650 
557 
673 
451 
247 
657 

1326 
678 
601 
426 
485 
165 
287 
113 
251 

727 
451 

633 
737 
600 
799 
195 

223 
9 5 
597 
473 
512 
439 
608 
703 
513 
625 
937 
129 
530 
84 

238 

708 
73 

448 429 437 195 519 180 431 178 
674 1049 729 888 797 734 803 938 

1262 773 1184 75-3 1484 716 1441 796 I 
437 537 389 380 448 423 455 418 
3!)1 434 331 340 460 351 469 508 
317 672 264 527 Unorganized. ' 

972 
No 

1231 
149 

420 
return. 

508 
106 

339 128 
739 938 
522 33$ 

Unorganized. 
57 335 

344 227 
765 425 
428 439 
313 247 
354 500 
174 649 

Unorga nized. 
133 342 

S3 172 
24 213 

514 
400 

226 
5J4 

1327 
327 
2!)2 

443 
U>8 

121 
993 
586 
2;';7 
347 

762 573 652 422 808 409 784 406 550 212 
581 859 560 629 588 632 557 651 271 359 
275 599 300 491 361 486 268 507 Unorga nized. 
653 925 499 612 501 453 507 584 I 20;) 266 

1354 695 982 600 1226 603 1132 687 768 441 
441 1145 6:37 680 721 678 660 709 253 636 
515 699 463 342 689 405 535 342 I 383 349 
572 338 No return. 584 93 431 99 269 80 
672 420 706 410 778 337 750 473 615 325 

67416 74642 I 57068 j53il6 i 67141 149720 61255 I 51988 I 58489-1 32616 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 7,226; Scott over Pierce, 8,262; Taylor over Cass, 17,421; Clay over Polk, 9,261; Harri· 
son over Van Buren, 25,873. 

.A.RK.A.NS.A.S_ 

COUNTIES. I Am. DPm. 
~'illmore. ~ 

Wltig. 
Scott. 

Dem. TV/lig. Dem. WM,q. , Dem. 'Wliig. D•m. 
Pierce. Taylor. Cass. ~ ~ llarriooo. ~ 
------

Arkansas ............ 224 226 120 140 so 74 80 93 120 78 
Ashley ............... No return. 88 146 Unorga nized. 
Benton .............. 75 758 91 334 90 290 96 851 72 245 
Bradley ............. 343 393 188 180 227 124 144 154 
Call1oun ...•......... 56 291 52 151 Unorga nized. 
Carroll .............. 184 655 124 833 139 261 No return. 63 223 
Chicot ............... 157 165 85 118 146 110 210 153 191 43 
Clark .........•.....• 192 528 136 205 193 223 114 217 119 87 
Columbia ............ 504 676 Unorga nized. 
Conway ........•..... 147 408 110 259 149 171 167 288 177 201 
Crawford ............ 161 871 153 236 345 457 385 565 835 347 
Crittenden ........... No return. 95 97 104 68 109 129 95 71 
Dallas .......•....... 218 335 150 19t 203 265 Unorga nized. 
Desha. ............... 225 834 185 199 208 149 127 55 1'{3 78 
Drew ...•............ 192 877 118 135 198 249 Unorga nized. 

106 261 { 
Vvte rC'j~c red for in. 

Franklin ............. 116 449 224 Returns rejected. 146 .fornvdity It Wll.:J GO 
llU\J. for V rm Buren. 

Fulton ................ 51 210 13 77 52 93 No return. 
Greene .............. TO return. 94 211 13 46 87 206 18 105 
Hempstead .......... 415 n10 298 360 875 330 314 35!) 210 251 
Uot Springs .......... 131 478 125 269 141 178 120 237 55 1oa 

• 
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ARKANSAS-( Oontfnued.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. \ Dem. Whiq. Dem. Whiq. Dem. WMg. Dt1n. TT7d.q. Dem. 
Fillmore. Buch'an. Scott. Pierce. 'l'aylor. Uass. Ulay. l'olk. flarribon. Yau B. 

--- -------~- --- --- ------
Independence ........ 612 860 452 612 422 408 278 335 370 198 
Izard ................ 94 495 69 226 No return. 79 174 
Jackson ............. 436 591 292 335 194 235 124 184 107 143 
Jefferson ......... .... 381 515 224 306 195 177 130 147 173 109 
Johnson ............. 113 453 193 384 194 350 141 431 160 324 
Lafayette . ..... .... .. 120 176 148 170 85 98 31 70 43 25 
Lawrence ............ 282 717 299 417 239 291 112 267 138 214 
Madison ..... ..•.... . 79 649 76 274 87 214 63 366 135 253 
Marion .............. 126 393 40 187 49 49 No return. 21 112 
Mississippi ........... 121 188 44 88 118 110 No return. 90 73 
Monroe ............... 129 233 57 92 113 98 92 73 124 44 
Montgomery ......... 45 353 28 111 Returns rejected. With IIo tspring. 
Newton .............. 32 132 8 79 2 54 16 140 
Ouachita ............. 501 701 452 496 571 428 220 184 
Perry ................ 44 125 15 33 29 30 33 f)5 
Phillips ... .... ....... 464 526 383 373 No return. 280 276 238 247 
Pike .................. 47 296 40 168 67 133 No return. 23 87 
Poinsett ............. 73 248 48 132 44 116 29 171 4 130 
Polk ................. No return. 17 94 17 59 No return. 
Pop.e_. ............... 163 568 183 325 240 292 241 308 183 263 
Pra1ne ............... 229 393 78 170 41 111 Unorganized. 
Pulaski ............. . 566 739 285 419 438 455 438 528 606 499 
Randolph .... ..... . .. 67 416 32 95 50 129 59 351 45 252 
Saline ............... 213 404 137 277 147 244 130 219 142 135 
Scott ................ 98 215 23 83 61 180 35 167 32 112 
Searcy ......... . ..... 61 303 75 197 No return. maj. 50 
Sebastian ........... 392 302 180 283 
Sevier ............... 236 523 50 125 103 195 114 301 76 197 
St. Francis ............ 308 498 172 307 208 260 99 269 82 246 
Union ............... 516 626 384 531 553 635 214 409 124 173 
Van Buren ........... 78 305 No return. 95 136 46 121 28 151 
Washington .......... 367 917 326 495 377 480 378 729 422 620 
White ............... 201 403 97 139 48 60 95 123 62 4() 

Yell ................. 147 383 166 325 137 186 80 249 

10787 121910 J740:i\ 12173 - I 
------155041 9546-l 5i00\6766 Total .............. 7588 I 9300 

Buchanan over Flllmore, 11,123; Pierce over Scott, 4,769; Cass over Taylor, 1,712; Polk over Clay, 4,042; 
Van Buren over Harrison, 1,606. 

~ISSOURI. 

COUNTIES. Am. Dem. TT7dq. Dem. WM.q. Dem. Tlh(q. Dem. WMq. Dem.. 
Fillmore. Bucll'an. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. Cuss. Cluy. Polk. Uanbon. Yau H. 

------ ------ ------ ------ ------
Adair ................ 283 410 113 201 294 450 Unorga nized. 
Andrew .............. 428 &~9 466 784 384 689 384 941 Unorga nized. 
Atchison ... ........ .. 132 345 106 150 77 136 Unorga nized. 
Audrain ............. 565 521 200 160 185 166 175 163 132 122 
Barry ............... 148 488 12 253 55 217 142 478 98 436 
Barton ............... 53 64 Unorga nized. 
Bates ................. 255 409 104 116 146 186 206 307 Unorga nized. 
Benton ... . ...•...... 159 467 161 328 208 382 252 664 150 501 
Bollinger ............ 199 413 28 112 Unorga nized. 
Boone ............... 1329 958 1112 613 1102 588 1190 602 1112 500 
Buchanan .. ......... 768 1036 712 857 704 1055 599 1162 340 1128 
Butler ....... . ....... 34 143 16 26 Unorga nized. 
Caldwell .... . ........ 237 295 157 209 128 168 129 212 133 154 
Calloway ............ 1095 805 670. 493 849 631 940 793 81>1 626 
Camden ... .... . ... 210 269 61 109 155 282 70 247 Unorga nized. 
Cape Girardeau ...... 664 898 328 487 485 709 518 914 455 764 
Carroll .............. 399 659 239 286 266 298 242 311 112 182 
Cass .... ... ..... ...... 596 561 228 337 No return. 257 443 Unorga nized. 
Cedar ............... 163 391 65 162 116 271 Unorga nized. 
Chariton .............. 440 559 348 498 417 577 371 602 246 391 
Clark ......... ... ..... 121 587 325 289 284 242 225 220 240 206 
Clay ................ 756 675 626 406 626 418 765 552 I 457 649 
Clinton .........•.... 406 397 283 290 290 286 310 567 137 268 
Cole .. . .. ... ...... ... 259 552 216 462 277 531 418 1122 348 962 
Cooper . ...... .. . .... 787 718 645 535 813 683 901 783 778 694 
Crawford ............ 460 434 240 278 263 275 237 367 240 264 
Dade ................ 333 418 175 276 166 306 255 690 L'"norga nized. 
Dallas ............... 132 454 102 344 105 283 76 345 l.Jnorga nized. 

Daviess ......•........ 380 572 296 351 269 358 316 446 110 204 

Dent ................ 77 396 74 96 Unorga nized. 
De Kalb .......•..... 172 336 66 167 87 146 Unorganized. 
Dunklin ............. 101 147 No return. 42 42 Uno"T'"'· Dodge ............... No return. 81 35 Unorga nlzed. 
F:-anklin .... ......... 531 846 277 619 339 680 389 796 355 552 
Gusconade ••......... 220 408 89 304 87 349 71 326 136 636 
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MIS80 URI-( Oontiwued). 

1856. 1852. 1848. 1844. 1840. 

COUNTIES. 
Am. Dem. TVM.q. , Dem. Wli(q. Dem. Whig. I Dem. Wldq. Dem. 

fill more. Buch'an. ~~ Pierce. Taylor. Cass. Clay. Polk. Harrison. VnnH. 

Gentry .............. 396 757 133 233 152 396 Unorgalnized. 
Green ............... 1003 1029 484 920 401 825 351 I 817 171 432 
Grundy ............. 350 335 215 184 225 187 846 365 Unorga nized. 
Harrison .............. 318 495 111 164 63 144 Unorganized. 
Henry . ....... ....... 402 369 266 245 274 239 280 I 283 299 421 
Ilickory ....•........ 130 333 75 194 98 224 Unorganized. Unorga nized. 
Holt ................. 240 409 189 291 148 248 185 378 
Howard ............. 798 867 675 762 801 888 1013 969 753 901 
Jackson ............. 894 1168 728 858 695 954 614 852 457 711 
Jasper ................ 294 398 169 355 161 294 115 242 Unorga nized. 
J efferson ............. 523 387 172 310 246 311 327 349 298 321 
Johnson .. ...... ..... 844 540 360 456 334 451 367 511 225 374 
Knox ... ············ 391 471 210 255 196 197 Unorga nized. 
Laclede .............. 225 321 71 184 Unorga nized. 
Lafayette .. ......... .. 1293 654 303 532 915 585 820 576 Unorga nized. 
Lawrence ............. 358 574 168 390 170 374 Unorga nized. 
Lewis ................ 642 761 398 408 479 479 380 403 542 602 
Lincoln ...... ..... ... 572 846 440 587 566 696 578 683 462 543 
Linn •............... 383 400 249 282 230 297 269 494 93 235 
Livingston ......... . . 430.' 501 251 321 195 373 198 351 249 487 
McDonald ........... 61 299 68 194 Unorga nized. 
Macon ............... 435 934 355 473 360 470 327 457 374 500 
Madison ...... .... ..• 355 418 117 259 281 377 183 399 152 215 
Maries ...... .... ... .. 67 246 Unorga nized. 
Marion .............• 1321 727 894 751 1046 797 1017 721 827 584 
Mercer ... ........... 417 450 186 186 144 183 Unorga nized. 
Miller ............... 108 224 62 279 76 373 74 369 21 317 
Mississippi ........... 317 327 117 168 138 181 Unorga nized. 
Moniteau ............ 887 427 189 353 161 466 Unorga nized, 
Monroe .............. 1012 762 760 611 807 561 792 578 815 618 
Montgomery ......... 603 365 386 265 379 186 359 232 844 262 
J\Iorgan .............. 227 403 133 278 167 842 262 544 167 494 
New J\Iadrid ......... 295 234 93 32 323 168 298 208 363 194 
Newton ..... .......... 236 528 107 323 161 461 189 665 178 000 
Nodaway ...... .. .... 183 438 61 111 43 148 Unorga nized. 
Osage ............... 219 412 143 372 92 312 120 484 
Oregon ..... ......... 37 324 11 95 Unorga nized. 
Ozark ............... 51 149 32 57 69 113 57 208 Unorga nized. 
Pemiscott .......... . . 111 119 57 84 Unorga nized. 
Perry ................ 207 586 171 213 322 389 385 463 Unorga nized. 
Pettis ...... . ........ 432 319 245 301 230 265 228 319 156 262 
Pike .................. 1131 1113 803 758 793 784 861 809 732 746 
Platte ............... 1040 1268 910 1060 1102 1494 900 1386 459 968 
Polk ......... 412 662 260 504 231 516 273 636 241 860 
Pulaski ..... ...... 68 268 39 169 124 241 86 325 196 729 
Putnam .............. 257 488 104 121 74 120 Unorga nized. 
Rolls ................ 534 369 341 278 397 299 422 332 400 835 
Randolph ....... 606 595 476 502 607 508 596 571 515 405 
Ray ................. 744 874 483 618 509 626 599 734 432 563 
Reynolds ............ 82 114 5 98 21 148 Unorga nized. 
Ripley ................ 41 306 16 83 14 154 31 266 15 325 
St. Charles ............ 583 772 378 598 477 569 480 503 586 459 
St. Clair ............. 210 847 149 225 148 263 177 342 Unorganized. 
St. Francois .......... 401 541 250 529 285 274 301 234 221 199 
St. Genevieve . ....... 808 856 122 165 ]42 168 193 245 170 222 
St. Louis ......... ... . 6834 5584 4208 5826 4827 4778 8688 3329 2515 1874 
Saline .... ..... . .. .. . 853 599 514 443 536 438 591 446 375 322 
Schuyler .............. 287 472 177 222 204 192 Unorga nized. 
Scotland .. ··········· 352 632 216 283 131 240 317 442 Unorganized. 
Scott ................ 845 222 59 97 147 217 258 480 284 I 500 
Shannon .............. 14 40 - 9 35 54 57 271 Unorganized. 
Shelby ............... 432 373 207 328 175 263 244 209 233 I 226 
Stoddard ............ 151 815 116 177 97 196 115 323 69 308 
Stone ................ 3 137 17 94 . Unorga nized. 
Sullivan ....... .. . . .. 260 553 127 277 154 250 Unorga nized. 
Taney ............... 34 388 11 168 54 325 36 297 41 258 
Texas ............... 91 479 95 167 82 155 Unorga nized. 
Vernon .............. 172 302 63 153 Unorga nized. 
'Varren ..... . ... , . .... 378 369 301 301 351 336 364 341 342 348 
Washington ........... 4S7 578 360 334 473 423 618 588 479 514 
'Vayne .............. 100 287 - 144 91 245 86 366 57 211 
Webster ............. 189 468 Unorga nized. 
Wright .............. 64 267 95 \ 161 72 181 97 486 Unorga nized. 

485ul 58164 
------ ------

31251 I 41369 22912 I 29760 Total .............. 29984 I 38353 32671 40077 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 9,640; Pierce over Scott, 8,869; Cass over Taylor, 7,406; Polk over Clay, 10,118; Van 
Buren over IlaITison, 6,788. 
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I 0 VT .A.. V-TISCONS:X:N. 

COUNTIES. -----

1856. 1852. 1848. 
COUNTIES. --,.---c--- 11---,----

1852. 1848. 

I 
1856. 

Frem. Buch. Fill, Scott. Pierce 'Hale Tayl'r j Cass. 
Adair.... . 72_2_7--4 -No_r_e-tu_r_n~-- _U_n_o_r

0

<>-,d-. -----i-------- -------- ---,--
Frem. Buch. Fill. Scott. Pierce Halo Tayl'r Cass. 

Adams . . . . 1591 625 9 111 86 - Uno rg'd. 
Adams . . .. 113 78 3 Nore turn. Uno rg'd. Bad Ax.... 597 231 21 Nore turn. Uno rg'd. 
Appanoose 191 854 487 247 335 25 44 118 Brown..... 499 1004 - 326 515 - 2381 30!) 
Allamakee. 630 500 28 142 123 - Uno rg'd. Buffalo.... 68 163 - Uno rg'd. 
Audubon . . 23 31 4 Uno rg'd. Chippewa ... No re turn. Uno rg'd. ltith Cra'f. 
Benton . . . . 558 426 123 80 89 - 22 43 Calumet.... 486 408 1 149 245 -

1 

65

1 

79 
BlackIIawk 566 282 33

1 

No re turn. Uno rg'd. Clarke . . . 73 37 - Uno rg'd. 
Boone...... 203 319 66 40 84 - Uno rg'd. Columbia... 2950 1239 1 1133 1233 31 302 145 
Bremer . . . 327 172 48 Uno rg'd. Crawford .. 521 4.29 1 m:..~ . 42 I 109 215 
Butler... . . . 223 141 29 Uno rg'd. Dane....... 8990 3443 6 1004 2138 288 7241 757 
Buchanan.. 709 343 21 123 148 - 21 37 Dodge.... . 3455 2784 15 1205 2264 42!1 5271 797 
Cedar . . . . . 1016 701 176 338 354 102 205 276 Door ...... No re turn. Uno rg'd. I 
Chickasaw. 351 102 32 No re turn. Uno rg'd. Douglas ... No re turn. Uno rg'd. 
Clarke . . . . 34.6 338 77 20 32 37 Uno rg'd. Dunn... . .. 390 119 - Uno r!!'d. 
Calhoun... 9 14 - Uno rg'd. FondduLac 3292 2511 25 1065 1635 408 4461 483 
Cass . . . . . . 132 8± - No re turn. Uno rg'd. Grant...... 2809 1419 186 1341 1379 129 1649 1148 
Clinton..... 1245 839 142 278 336 - 168 207 ! Greene..... 2004 1087 32 659 865 186

1 

479 391 
Clayton . . . 1420 75± 67 471 461 - 134 18S Iowa.... .. 1497 1474 27 S95 948 -

1 

SS± 848 
Cerro G'rdo 101 40 1 Uno rg'd. , Jackson . . . 306 14-1 6 Uno rg'd. 
Crawford . . 36 8 - Uno rg'd. Jefferson . . 8290 3434 6 1203 1693 359

1 

713 840 
Davis . . . . . 201 1014 752 592 614 12 364 375 Juneau .. .. With Ada ms. Uno rg'd. 
Decatur.. . 24.3 583 133 55 133 - Uno rg'd. Kenosha ... 1508 S31 ~ 4S3 590 636 Uno

1
rg'd. 

Dallas..... . 4S7 319 20 79 89 - 30 26 Kewaunee . S9 206 ' 5 23 - Uno rg'd. 
Delaware... 801 500 149 233 204 18 107 104 La Crosse.. 987 541 25 260 325 10 Uno rg'd. 
Desmoines .. 1338 1413 522 984 1154 80 955 1070 Lafayette .. 1415 1722 10 850 1389 - 9211 1001 
Dubuque . . 1322 2427 256 600 1150 fi 365 764 Lapointe .. No re turn. No r e turn. I No re turn. 
Fremont... 166 203 103 95 96 - Uno rg'd. Manitowoc. 1177 1907 - 209 874 9 771 150 
Fayette . . . 10±-3 452 114 167 117 21 Uno rg'd. Marathon... 269 207 1 No re turn. I Uno rg'd. 
Floyd . . . . . 224 124 14 Ko re turn. Uno rg'd. Marquette .. : 2518 1032 19 maj. 300 2141 174 
Franklin.. . 120 33 - Uno rg'd. Milwaukee. '2798 7188 251 2019 3640 527

1 

1189 2,151 
Greene . . . . 73 117 - No re turn. Uno rg'd. l\Ionroe.. .. 722 254 6 Uno rg'd. 
Guthrie.... 196 205 12 7 39 - Uno rg'd. Oconto .... Nore turn. 71 101 -

1 
Unolrg d. 

Grundy . . . 65 2 - Uno rg'd. Ozaukee.. . 360 2032 - Uno rg'd. 
Hardin... . 583 195 18 No re turn. Uno rg'd. Outagamie . 602 753 1 145 429 44

1 

Uno rg'd. 
llarrison . . 170 124 9 Nore turn. Uno rg'd. Pierce..... 414 106 11 Uno rg'd. 
Henry... .. 1767 767 308 832 513 223 655 459 Polk . . . . . . 95 54 1 Uno rg'd. 
Howard . . . 207 63 - Uno rg'd. Portage . . . 680 361 18

1 
No r e turn. 216 225 

Iowa...... 492 326 79 112 101 1 25 59 Racine . . . . 2299 1688 6' 848 1308 776 907 635 
Jackson . . . 116-3 1332 276 554 739 12 397 559 Richland . . 882 455 37 166 166 - With llowa 
Jasper . . . . 878 455 38 160 113 8 66 69 Rock .... ... , 4707 19G5 10 1509 1691 923 1300 491 
Jefferson . . 1188 1023 206 757 796 97 687 739 Sauk . . . . . . 2015 993 4 511 595 156 149 158 
Johnson... 1215 964 282 415 531 38 ' 286 359 Shawanaw.. 68 21 - Uno,rg'd. 
Jones . . . . . 964 663 101 266 338 22

1

. 154 207 Sheboygan. 1891 1921 15 662 1315 376 372 449 
Keokuk . . . 895 830 1:_:: 326 403 42 231 355 St. Croix. . . 417 252 - maj. 62 No re turn, 
Kossuth . . . 85 12 Uno rg'rl. Trempeleau 190 45 - Uno rg'd. 
Lee . . . . . . . 1780 2158 650 1379 170S 2011 1189 1.614 Walworth ... 3518 1297 4 965 11411433 S04 550 
Linn . . . . . . 1652 971 273 522 592 SO 293 383 Washington 813 2641 7 1156 2350 183 355 1720 
Louisa . . . . 993 642 200 468 368 105 428 286 ·waukesha. 2875 2020 8 939 1582 1186 806 961 
Lucas . . . . . 288 855 176 80 85 S Uno rg'd. Waupacca .. 1636 75 - No r e turn. Uno rg'd. 
Menona . . . 41 56 13 No re turn. Uno rg'd. Waushara. 1292 215 6 147 174 116 Uno rg'd. 
Marion .... No re turn. 411 48!) 13 277 306 Winnebago 276() 1415 20 707 049 575 3001 ~2') 
l\Iadison.. .. 580 519 61 103 150 - Uno rg'd. Wood . . . . . 260 95 - Uno rg'd. 
l\Iahaska . . 1284 940 268 1' 599 541 3!J 402 400 - - -- - - -
Marshall .. 531 199 104 31 52 - Uno rg'd. Total. ... G6o9Q 528431 579 22240 33658 8814 137±7 lb001 
Mitchell . . . 31± 135 1 No re turn. Uno rg'd. 
Monroe.. .. 622 603 93 204 295 36 111 195 Fremont over Buchanan, 13,247; Pierce over Scott, 
Jlfontgom'y 63 58 111 Nore turn. Uno rg'd. 11418 · Cass over Taylor, 1,254. In 18±8, llfr. Yan Buren 
Mills . . . . . . 287 153 102 42 91 - Uno rg'd. re~eiv~d 10,418 votes in this State. 
Muscatine . 1091 895 32 562 605 30 395 377 
Polk . . . . . . 1065 888 91 401 439 13 185 234 
Potawato'ie 259 353 84j 111 182 - Uno rg'd. 
Page...... 100 171 189 29 40 - Uno rg'd. 
Poweshiek . 459 255 87 61 45 2 20 20 
Ringgold . . 92 52 64 Uno rg'd. 
Shelby . . . . 62 19 - No re turn. 
Scott...... 1675 1119 829 517 641 81 
Story.... .. 232 272 79 No re turn. 
Sac . . . . . . . 25 35 - Uno rg'd. 

Uno rg'd. 
335 366 

Uno rg'd. 

Tama _.... 470 296 90 No re turn. Uno rg'd. 
Taylor . . . . 119 183 31 - 9 - Uno rg'd. 
Union.. ... 102 121 17 Nore turn. Uno rg'd. 
Van Buren . 1092 1896 324 981 1028 48 926 978 
Wapello ... 1093 1175 252

1

. 683 762 20 570 584 
Warren . . . 855 51-3 102 95 82 13 Uno rg'd. 
Wayne . . . . 133 868 170 63 59 - Unolrg'd. 
Washinofon 1188 629 403 473 369 181 340 295 
Webste~. .. 389 209 31 No re turn. Uno,rg:d. 
Winneshiek 770 209 13 68 68 - Uno rg d. 
wright . . . . 91 24 - Uno rg'd. 

------- ------ ----
Total. ... 43954 36170 9180 15856177631604 11084112093 

Fremont over Buchanan, 7,784; Pierce over Scott, 1,~07; 
Cass over Taylor, 1,009. In 1848, J\1r. Van Duren received 
1,126 votes in this State. 

CA.LI F 0 RN I A.. 

1856. 1852. 
COUNTIES. 

Frem't. Iluch'n. Fillm'e. Scott. Pierce. Hale. 
---- ------

Alameda ....... 723 729 213 Uno rg'rl. 
Amador ..•.... 657 1784 1557 Uno rg'd. 
Butte ......... 744 2501 1702 1478 1741 
Calaveras ...... 562 2615 1504 2290 2848 
Colusi.. ....... 18 289 305 225 232 
Contra Costa ... 1 8 457 288 413 590 
Del Norte ..... Uno rg'd. 
El Dorado ..... 1391 4048 2958 5146 6106 
Fresno ........ 1 218 123 Uno rg'd. 
Humboldt ..... 103 204 101 Uno rg'd. 
Klamath ...... 82 832 440 217 210 
Los Angeles ... 521 721 135 498 574 
Marin ....... . 151 350 82 145 137 
Mariposa ..... 165 1254 772 854 1292 
Mendocino . .. . With Sono ma. 
Merced ....... 14 249 124 Uno rg'd. 

' Monterey . . •.. 220 267 169 54 273 
!Napa ....•.•.. 157 444 841 208 270 

Nevada ........ 1462 3500 2238 2618 2856 
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O.ALIFORNIA-(Oontinued.) 

1856. 
I 

I 1852. 
COUNTIES. 

Frem't. Buch'n. Fillro'e. 1 Scott. Pierce.]~ 
----

Placer ....... . 992 2808 2096 2295 2831 
Plumas ....... 217 1124 865 Uno rg'd. 
Sacramento ... 941 3438 3386 3644 3280 
San Bernard.i'o 93 314 7 Uno rg'd. 
San Diego .... 18 173 38 107 105 
San l<'rancisco. 5089 5332 1598 4167 4241 
San Joaquin .. 548 1285 1040 1159 1198 
San Luis Obispo 107 83 15 112 11 
San Mateo .... 238 282 113 Uno rg'd. 
Santa Barbara 183 176 10 78 104 
Santa Clara ... 809 576 6'i'3 827 799 
Canta Cruz .... 196 320 288 186 306 
Shasta ........ lli9 1537 1083 757 971 
Sie1Ta ........ 693 2506 2205 134.8 1619 
Siskiyou ...... 464 2073 1791 459 492 
Solano ........ 189 7~9 634. 308 365 
Sonoma ...... 382 1515 498 2G7 474 
Stanislaus .... 21 436 228 Uno rg'd. 
Sutter ........ 92 491 347 214 205 
Tehama ...... 44 436 311 Uno rg'd. 
Trinity ....... lSS 1011 882 683 785 
'l'ulare and } 23 2481 1139 32 40 Buena Vista .. 
'l'uolumne .... 1056 2936 2112 2541 3132 
Yolo ......... 130 553 583 400 350 
Yuba ......... 650 3451 2081 2077 2199 

------ ------
Total. ...... 2069 t 153365 36165 35407 40626 100 

Buchanan over Fremont, 32,674; Pierce over Scott, 
5,219. 

TE:X:A.S_ 

1856. 1852. 1848. 
COUNTIES. 

Frem't. Buch'n. Scott. Pierce. Taylor. I Cass. 

-- ---- ----
Anderson .... 325 612 150 412 83 229 
Angelina ..... Nore turn. 28 56 29 52 
Atascosa ...... 58 87 Uno rg'd. 
Austin ....... 120 358 1 22 45 175 
Bowie .... .... 88 171 Uno rg'd. 
Bandera ...... 12 9 Uno rg1d. 
Bastrop ....... 230 403 94 243 42 191 
Bell .......... 151 312 26 157 Uno rg'd. 
Bexar ....... 318 747 299 804 189 332 
Bosque .. ... . 20 64 Uno rg'd. 
Brazoria .. ... 74 225 43 148 83 172 
Brazos ....... 74 56 9 34 - 33 
Brown ....... Uno rg'd. 
Burleson .. ... 168 261 19 103 9 64 
Burnett ...... 76 141 - 21 Uno rg'd. 
Camanche ... 11 40 Uno rg'd. 
Cass ......... 352 581 30 75 107 228 
Cherokee .... 514 845 248 696 110 302 
Collin ........ 302 564 58 135 43 99 
Cooke ....... - 58 5 14 - -
Caldwell ..... 196 395 84 235 27 99 
Calhoun .. ... rnaj. 35 94 125 71 76 
Cameron . .. .. 123 492 242 329 - -
Colorado ..... . 133 253 30 92 20 68 
Comal. ....... 26 284 6 112 14 105 
Coryell ...... 69 118 Uno rg'd. 
Dallas ....... 245 603 122 283 57 209 
Denton . .. .. . 132 308 - 87 1 46 
De Witt ...... 108 253 - - 16 81 
Ellis . . ····· 176 239 43 90 Uno rg'd. 
El Paso, Earth maj. 1022 Uno rg'd. 
Fannin ..... . 238 557 GS 208 88 245 
Falls ......... , 74 158 Uno rg'd. 
Fayette .. 399 567 165 841 92 175 
Fort Bend .... 136 196 81 86 89 185 
Freestone ... 144 341 8 138 Uno rg'd. 
Galveston ... .. 814 431 141 824 71 76 
Gillespie ..... 25 115 2 74 - -
Goliad .. .. ... 135 93 - - 27 34 
Gonzales .... . 363 510 120 209 58 92 
Grimes ...... 260 323 53 142 53 186 
Guadaloupe ... 258 359 68 154 31 12 
Grayson ..... 182 415 58 198 47 134 
Harris ....... 449 645 195 468 289 448 
Rays ........ 128 130 21 515 12 48 
Hidalgo ...... - 169 48 119 Uno rg'd. 
Hill .. ........ 131 175 Uno rg'd. 

TEXAS-( Oontvnued.) 

1856. 1852. 1848. 
COUNTIES. 

______ ,_B_u_c_h'_n. Fillm'e. ~ Pierce. Taylor. [ Caos. 

Harrison ..... . 
Henderson .. . 
Hopkins .... . 
Houston .... . 
Hunt ... .... . 
Jackson ..... . 
Johnson .... . 
Jack ........ . 
Jasper ....... . 
Jefferson .... . 
Kaufman ... . 
Karnes ..... . 
K err ........ . 
Kinney ..... . 
Lamar ....... . 
Lapassas ... . 
Lavacca .... . 
Leon 
Liberty ..... . 
Limestone ... . 
Live Oak .. .. . 
Llano ........ . 
llfcCullock .. . 
l\IcLennan .. . 
llladison .... . 
Matagorda ... . 
l\Iaverich ... . 
l\Iedina ..... . 
Milam ...... . 
l\Iontgomery .. 
Nacogdoches. 
Newton ..... . 
Navarro .... . 
Nueces ..... . 
Orange ..... . 
Palo Pinto .. . 
Panola ...... . 
Parker ...... . 
Polk . .. ... . 
Presideo .... . 
Red River ... . 
Refugio ..... . 
Robertson ... . 
Rusk 
Sabine ...... . 
San Augustine 
San Patricio .. 
San ~aba .. . 
Shelby ....... . 
Smith .... . 
Starr ...... . 
'l'arrant.. . . 
Titus ....... . 
Travis ..... .. 
Trinity ...... . 
'l'yler ...• 
Upshur ... .. . 
Uvalde . 
Van Zandt .. . 
Victoria ... , .. 
Walker . .... . 
Washington .. 
Webb 
·wharton 
Williamson .. .. 
Wise ...•..... 
Wood ........ . 
Young ...... . 

505 565 
77 292 

238 530 
170 400 
138 392 

88 93 
79 186 

Uno rg'd. 
99 185 
49 109 
63 191 

119 103 
Uno rg'd. 
Uno rg'd. 
285 555 

61 77 
116 160 
235 337 
103 180 
119 101 
Uno rg'd. 
23 55 

Uno rg'd. 
201 293 
125 113 

43 111 
Uno rg'd. 
39 136 

196 211 
163 179 
182 557 

88 138 
210 300 
maj. 123 

60 73 
Uno rg'd. 
135 458 
Uno rg'd. 
71 285 

No re turn. 
23& 288 
37 83 
96 222 

659 1157 
80 118 
72 182 

maj. 49 
21 48 
77 309 

870 810 

283 402 
23 74 
29 116 
4G J25 
19 121 
33 90 

Uno rg'd. 

30 121 
Uno rg'd. 
Uno rg'd. 
Uno rg'd. 

57 189 
Uno rg'cl. 
33 85 
48 124 
40 87 
88 176 

Uno(g'd. 

5 45 
Uno rg'd. 
so 74 

2 42 
56 119 
74 120 
79 312 
16 111 
89 220 
21 52 
23 39 
- -

Uno rg'd. 

75 157 
UnT·g'd. 
86 233 

Uno ro-'d 
53 " 9'5 

242 590 
13 81 
29 158 
- 30 

Uno rg'd. 
19 106 
- -

17 374 68 'IG 
92 490 11 61 

257 502 100 240 
467 551 118 370 
100 161 3 17 

No re turn. 5 52 
255 683 137 361 

22 18 Uno rg'd. 

I 

36-! 381 
42 68 
70 227 
2-i 161 
11 66 
13 64 

53 113 

186 858 

13 34 
26 142 
68 144 
40 154 

Uno rg'd. 

G9 79 

- 45 
38 1J9 
59 163 
97 813 
20 56 
44 124 
G6 56 

Uno rg'<l. 
43 194 

56 lOT 

177 84'1 

5 57 
202 455 
38 181 
70 284 
5 26 

99 336 
57 I 144 

Uno rg'd. 
123 I 296 

29 219 
Uno rg'd. 

48 223 5 43 26 68 
117 141 9 96 87 80 
84-3 337 72 228 119 207 
481 654 121 519 123 373 
maj. 382 16 117 Uno rg'd. 
40 76 11 59 26 1 51 

240 307 62 143 16 41 
11 67 Uno rg'd. 

11 89 Uno rg'd. / 
------------

124 335 15 1 42 Uno rg'd. 

Total ...... 15639 81169 4995 13552 4509 I 10668 

Buchanan over Fillmore, 15,530; Pierce over Scott, 
8,557 ; Cass over 'l'aylor, 6,159. 

FL 0 RIDA.-

THE vote of this State, in 1856, was : For Fillmore, 4,833; 

for Buchanan, 6,358; maj. for Buchanan, 1,525. In 1852, 

Scott received 2,875; Pierce, 4,818; maj. for Pierce, 1,443. 

In 1848, Taylor received 8,116; Cass, 1,847; maj. for 

Taylor, 1,269. 
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Al.abama... - 46739 28~2 15038 2g8Sl--=- 30~82 3f363--=- 2G28{ 37~40---=- 28471 339~1--=: 156'.37 19068 No op. J'son. 1938 17138 2416 9443 1680 -6T 
A1kansas... - 2l!Jl0 10187 H04 Ll73 - 7uS8 9300 - 5004

1 

9M6 - 5160 6766 - 1238 2400 ............................................ . 
California... 20691 53365 36165 35407 40626 100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Connecticut 42715 34995 2615 30357 33249 3160 30314 27046 5005

1 
32332 29841 1943 31601 25296 174 18466 19234 17755 11269 13829 444S 7587 - 1978 -

~l~~~~~~·:: ~8 ~g~§ 1§~g ~m 1~rn ~2 ~fiii ~m ~o \ ... ~::~ I ... ~::~ .. -:: .... ~:6'. ... ~~~~ .. -:: .. ~'.~~ .. ~~~ .. ~:'.~ .. ~~~~ .. ~'.~~ .. ~3~~ ... ~~ ~~~i·s·l~~~'.-~ ..... 
Georgia.... - 56578 42228 16660 34705 - 4754.4 44802 - 421001 44177 - 40261 31921 - 24930 22126 - 20750 - 18709 Dy Legisl ature 
Illinois . . . . 96189 105348 3H44 64934 80597 9966 53047 56300 15774

1 
45528 57920 3570 45537 47476 149 14983 1S097 5429 14147 1581 6763 1542 IV01 219 1047 

i~~i;~~1 ~:: :: ~~~~ 1~m~ 2~f~g ~g~ii m~~ ~m m~l r~z~g ~ml .. ~:~~: 1 .:~~~~ .:~~~ .. ~~~~: .. ~~~~~ .. -:: .~~:~~ .~~~~ ~~4'.: -~~~~: ~'.~~: .:::~'. .. ~~:~ .. '.~~ ... ~ .~~~~ 
Kentucky... 31± H642 67±16 57068 53SOG - 67141 49720 - 1 61255 51988 - 58489 32616 - 36955 33435 43396 36247 31172 39084 - 6453 -16782 
Louisiana... - 22164 20709 17255 18647 - 18217 15370 - 13083 13782 - 11296 7616 - 3383 3653 2528 4049 4097 4605 By Legislature 
lllaine.... . . 67379 39080 3325 32543 4160\J 8030 35125 3iJ880 12096 1 343781 45719 4836 46612 46201 194 15239 22300 27204 332\11 20773 13927 6870 2330 - -
Maryland.. 281 39115 47460 35066 40020 b4 37702 34528 1251 35984 32676 - 33528 28752 - 25852 22167 19160 19156 25759 24578 14632 14523 3646 695 
llI::iss;.i-cllu's. 108190 3924~ 1%261 526~ 44569 28023 61070 352~1 38?5~ 1 67418 5284610860 72874 519441621 41093 33501 33003 14545 2!J836 6019 30687 - 6616 -
MiclJ1gan . . 71762 52136 1660 338v9 418-*2 7237 23940 30607 10389

1 

243371 27759 3632 22933 211-31 321 4000 7360 .. . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . ....... . . ......... .. 
Mississippi.. - 35446 24195 17548 26S76 - 25922 26537 - 10206 25126 - 19518 16995 - 9()38 9D79 - 5919 1581 6763 1694 3234 119 -
Jlli;sourL... - 58164 48524 · 2!J984 38353 - 32671 40077 - 312511 41369 - 22972 29760 - 8337 10995 maj. 5192 3422 8232 311 987 - 1401 
New-Hamp. 38345 3<1789 422 16147 29997 6695 14781 27763 7560 17866 27160 4161 26150 32761 126 6228 18722 19010 25486 24076 20692 4107 643 - -
New-Jersey 28338 4694-3 24115 38556 44'305 350 40015 36901 829 ' 383181 37495 131 33351 31034 69 26892 26347 23393 23856 23758 21950 9110 10985 1196 -
Nc1v-York.. 276007 195878124604 234882 262083 25329 218603 114318120510

1 
2324821 237588 15812 225817 212527 2798 138543166815 154896168497 135413140763 By Legislature 

N. Carolina - 48246 36886 39058 39744 - 43550 348691 - I 43232 39287 - 46376 33782 - 23626 26910 4563 24862 13918 37857 - 20415156211 -
OlJio . . . . . . 187497 170874 28126 152526 169220 31682 138360 154775 35354 1550571 149117 8050 148157 124782 903 105405 96948 76539 81246 63396 67597 12280 18457 -19255 
Pennsylv'a. 147510 230710 82175 179174 198568 8525 185513 171176 11263 161203 167535 3138 144021 143672 343 87111 91475 56716 90983 50848101652 5440 36100 42061 1609 
Rliode Isl'd 11467 6680 1675 7626 8735 644 6179 3G-16 730 7322' 4867 107 5278 3301 42 2710 2964 2810 2126 2754 821 2145 - 200 -
s. Carolina. Elect ors Cho sen by Legisl ature. I I I 

f.~~~=s·s~~:: = m~~ m~~ 5~~~~ r~g&~ = 6:~~~ fm~ = .. ~~~~~ I .. ~~~~: .. ~ ... ~~~~~ .. ~~:~9 .. -:: .~~~~~ .. :~~~~ .. ~~~~ .:~'.~~ .. ::~~ -~~:~ ... ~1~ :~~:'. .. ~~~ . .. : 
Vermont... 39561 10569 545 22173 13044 8621 23122 10948 13837 26770 18041 3954 32440 ' 18018 319 20991 14037 11152 7870 24784 8205 By Legislature 
Vil'ginia . . . 2!l1 89706 60310 58572 73858 - 451241 46586' 9 43677 49570 - 4:25011 43393 - 23368 30261 1!451 33609 12101 26752 3189 2861 8489 416 
Wisconsin.. 66090 ~~I 22240 336158 8814 137471 150011 10418 _:_: ... : ... : ... : ... :J.:...:_-_:_:_:_ .:..:..:..:_:_ .:._:_.:..:..:..:_:_ .:..:...:.:...:.:. ~ i.:..:..:.:...:_I.:..:..:..:...: .:..:..:..:...: .:..:..:..:...: :..:...:...:..: .:..:..:..:...: .:..:..:..:...: ....:...:...:.. .:..:..:..:_:_.:._:_.:._:_.:. 

Total. ... 134126411838169 874534 1386580
1
1601274155825 13600991220544 29126312990621337243'62300 12750111122912 7059 736656 761549 530189 687502 509091647231

1

105321155872 44282
1
46587 

Buchanan over Fremont, 496,905; Fremont and Fillmore over Buchanan, 377,629; Pierce over Scott, 214,694; over Scott and llale, 58,869; 'faylor over Cass, 189,555; Cass and Van Duren over 
Taylor, 151,708; Polk over Clay, 38,181; Clay and Birney over Polk, 24,119; Harrison over Van Buren, 145,999; over Van Buren and Birney, 138,940; Van Duren over Harrison and all others, in 
1836, 24,893; Jackson over Clay, in 18321 157 ,313 ; Jackson over Adams, in 1828, 138, 134; J a.ckson over Adams, in 1824, 50,551 ; all oLlJers over Jackson, 40,318. 
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* T~.e 9ppoaition vot.e was divided beb.veen Gen. William H. Harrison, of Ohio, Hugh L. '\Vhite, of Tennessee, '\Vil.lie P. l\iangnro, of North Carolina and Daniel Webster of Massachusetts. . 
t W1llrnw Wirt, of Maryland, rau aa an Anti-Masonic Candidate, in 1832, receiving a conaiderable vole in New-England, New-York, and Pennaylvania, which ls added to that of l\Ir, Clay in our Table, Mr. Wirt received the ~ 

ElPr.toral V l'.lte of Verrnon t. ~ 
t Neilhcr Can..thlate received a majority of the Electoral Vote and the House of Representative• eloded Mr. John Quincy Adams. <O 
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LATEST ELECTION RETURNS. 
Maine-1859. 
GOVERNOR. 

Counties. Rep. 
:Morrill, 

Androscoggin 3090 
Aroostook .. . 740 
Cumberland . 6876 
Franklin. . . . . 2331 
Hancock. . . . . 2907 
Kennebec.. . . 5293 
Lincoln ...... 3868 
Oxford . . . . . . 4113 
Penobscot . . . 6285 
Piscataquis . 1438 
Sagadahoc ... 1885 
Somerset.. . . . 3902 
Waldo ... . ... 4429 
Washington .. 3168 
York ........ 6036 

Dem. 
Smith. 

2261 
808 

5851 
1949 
1955 
3288 
4180 
8348 
4569 

996 
996 

2812 
3141 
2772 
5447 

Total ...... 06361 44373 
Maj. for Morrill, 11,988. 

N ew-Hampshire-1859. 
By Congressional Districts. 

GOVERNOR. 
D;strict.s. Rep. Dern. 

I. Goodwin. Cate. 
Belknap... . . . 1724 1850 
Carroll . . . . . . 2248 2330 
Rockingham . 5799 5055 
Strafford . . . . 3498 2679 

Total. ... .. 13269 11914 
l\Iaj. for Goodwin, 1,355. 

II. Goodwin. Cate. 
Hillsborough .. 6476 5461 
l\Ierrimac. . . . 4835 4 788 

Total ...... 11311 10249 
l\Iaj. for Goodwin, 1,062. 

IIT. Goodwin. 
Cheshire.. . . . . 3448 
Coos ......... 1256 
Grafton . . . . . 4797 
Sullivan . . . . . 2245 

Cate. 
2263 
1472 
4739 
2165 

Total. .. .. . 11746 10639 
l\Iaj. for Goodwin, 1,107. 

Vermont-1859. 
By Congressional Districts. 

GOVERNOR. 
Districts. R ep. Dem. 

I. Hall. Saxe. 
Addison ..... 3042 543 
Bennington .. 1866 1253 
Rutland ..... 3006 1070 
Washington . . 2997 1676 

Total. ..... 10911 4542 

II. Hall. Saxe. 
Caledonia ... 2217 1337 
Orange ...... 3052 2185 
Windham .... 3137 950 
Windsor ...... 3428 1330 

Total ..... . 11834 5802 

UL Hall. Saxe. 
Chittenden .. 2537 819 
Essex ....... 541 428 
Franklin ..... 2022 1280 
Grand Isle ... 294 245 
Lamoille ..... 1518 546 
Orleans ...... 1715 887 

Total ...... 8622 4155 
Total State 81367 14499 
Maj. for Ilall, lG,868. 

Massach usetts-1859. 
GOVERNOR. 

Couniies. Rep. Dem. Am. 
Banko. Butler. Briggs. 

Barnstable 1457 760 138 
Berkshire. 3276 2605 337 
Bristol . . . 3360 1831 2017 
Dukes. . . . 227 195 94 
Essex . . . . 8049 4532 1837 
Franklin .. 2672 1470 200 
Hampden. 3303 2646 458 
Hampshire 2659 734 386 
l\Iiddlesex 10688 6488 2609 
Nantucket 249 107 93 
Norfolk ... 4478 2988 1911 
Plymouth. 3284 1548 899 
Suffolk ... 5473 4434 2165 
Worcester. 9005 4999 1221 

Total. .. 58780 3533414365 
Banks over Butler, 23,446. 

• Connecticut- 1860. 
By Congressional Districts. 

GOVERNOR. 
.ENstricts. Rep. Dem. 

I. Buckingham. Seymour. 
Hartford . . . . 8753 8972 
Tolland . .. ... 2558 2210 

Total .... . 11311 11182 
Maj. for Buckingham, 129. 

II. Buck. Sey. 
Middlesex . . . 2942 3490 
New-Haven .. 8709 9765 

Total ...... 11651 13255 
Maj for Seymour, 1,604. 

III. Bnck. Sey. 
New-London. 5672 5102 
Windham . . . 3700 2586 

Total. . . . . . 9372 7688 
l\Iaj. for Buckingham, 1,684 

IV. Buck. Sev. 
Fairfield ..... 6921 7136 
Litchfield .... 5203 4656 

Total... ..12124 11192 
Maj. for Buckingham, 332. 
Buckingham's majority in 

the State, 541. 

Rhode Island-1860. 
GOVERNOR. 

Counties. Rep. Union. 
Padelford. Sprague. 

Bristol. . . .. . . 622 644 
Kent ......... 1012 1460 
Newport ..... 1547 1542 
Providence , . 6007 7237 
Washington .. 1647 1412 

Total ...... 10835 12295 
Maj. for Sprague, 1,460. 
The opposition to Mr. 

Padelford was composed of 
Democrats, Americans, and 
disaffected Republicans 
calling themselves Conserv~ 
atives. 

Delaware-1858. 
GOVERNOR. 

Counties. Opp. Dem. 
Buckmaster. Burton. 

Kent . . . . . . . 1857 2024 
New Castle .. 3457 3416 
Sussex ...... 2240 2318 

Total ...... 7554 7758 
Burton's maj., 204. 

New-York- 1859. 

SEC. ST.A.TE. COMPTROLLER. PRISON lNSP. 

COUNTIES. Rep. Dem. Rep. Dem. Rep. Dem. 
Leaven ·*Jones. *Den- Church . :Forrest. *Elder-
worth. niston. kin. -- ---- ----

Albany ...... 7253 9216 8371 8057 1391 9033 
Allegany ..... 4771 2133 4886 2022 4766 2136 
Broome ....... 3491 2915 3597 2811 3489 2916 
Cattaraugus .. 3973 2900 4044 2196 3970 2888 
Cayuga .... . . 6180 35411 6410 3311 6072 3681 
Chautauqua .. 5590 3211 6241 2559 5583 3219 
Chemung .... 2452 2414 2432 2381 2431 2438 
Chenango .... 4482 36141 4706 3393 4482 3611 
Clinton ...... 3252 3184 3332 8104 3228 3206 
Columbia .... 3946 41231 4554 3513 8977 4085 
Cortland ..... 3018 2084 3120 1978 3017 2082 
Delaware .... 3600 34841 4143 2934 3604 3476 
Dutchess ..... 5237 5070 5634 4675 5247 5058 
Erie .... 7466 94161 9666 7204 7532 9332 
Essex .... :::: 2395 1519 2443 1471 2397 1517 
Franklin ..... 2292 2294 23-±4 2243 2292 2296 
Fulton ....... 2669 2446 2732 2374 2672 2437 
Genesee .... . 3309 2042 3588 1750 3309 2038 
Greene ...... 2500 3253 2691 3058 2500 3250 
Hamilton .... 213 396 213 396 213 396 
Herkimer .... 4426 2661 4510 2572 4433 2648 
Jefferson • . .. 6860 5004 6902 4948 6859 5006 
Kings ........ 7971 18042 9446 11431 7910, 12950 
Lewis ......... 2359 1918 2359 1920 2346 1921 
Livingston .. . 3215 2676 3591 2299 3220 2668 
Madison ..... 4676 2805 4925 2552 4585 2691 
Monroe ...... 7065 4793 6970 4882 7108 4742 
Montgomery .. 2690 3069 3013 2800 2779 3030 
New-York ... 18272 88462 22088 84554 18331 38276 
Niagara . ..... 3688 3303 4128 2839 3697 32&2 
Oneida .. .. .. 10288 7306 10400 7209 10322 7284 
Onondaga .... 8833 6082 9037 5897 8742 6202 
Ontario ...... 3571 3104 4877 2298 3571 3098 
Orange ...... 4056 4988 4381 4618 4048 4985 
Orleans ...... 2848 2230 2859 2196 29141 2160 
Oswego ...... 7004 4850 6976 4869 7006 4845 
Otsego ....... 5469 4912 5502 4879 5472 4903 
Putnam . ..... 1018 1210 1088 1141 1029 1198 
Queens ...... 1815 3540 1907 2937 1885/ 3464 
Rensselaer .. . 5002 7933 7424 5516 4950 7902 
Richland ..... 678 1659 10021 1300 747 1558 
Rockland .... 749 1751 1051 1429 732 1746 
Saratoga ..... 4352 4417 4752 4017 4860 4389 
Schenectady . 1779 1780 1981 1577 2244 1311 
Schoharie .... 2503 3605 2702 3402 2508 8596 
Schuyler ..... 1884 1821 2143 1590 1940 1796 
Seneca ....... 1903 2363 2240 2026 1919 2342 
Steuben ..... . 5759 4850 6089 4516 5758 4848 
St. Lawence .. 7846 3347 8009 8186 7701 8464 
Suffolk ..... . . 1694 2632 2110 2221 1706 2625 
Sullivan ..... 1670 3102 2463 2304 1679 3088 
Tioga ......... 3023 2580 3147 2458 8015 2586 
Tompkins .... 3280 2514 3501 2296 3284 2512 
Ulster ....... 4084 5596 5089 4617 4040 5622 
Warren ... .... 2183 1683 2187 1680 2182 1685 
Washington ... 4785 2ll74 5135 2569 4737 2969 
Wayne ...... 4658 3210 4804 3057 4660 1!210 
Westchester . . 4330 6543 5172 5690 4348 6522 
Wyoming .... 3128 1812 3148 1787 3115 1816 
Yates ......... 2236 1208 2247 1195 2231 1209 

---- ---- ----
Total.. ..... 251189 252589 1275952,227304 251784 251194 

Jones' maj., 1450; Denniston's, 48648; Forrest's, 590. 

.AGGREGATE VOTE FOR OTIIER STATE OFFICERS. 
Treasurer .. . Dersheimer,* Zi5,587 Vanderpoel, 2'26,75.5-48,832 
.t1tt'11 Gen'l .. Myers,* ...... Zi6,792 Tremain, ... 2Zi,34~9,447 
State E~1g'r.Slorey, ...... 250,880 R~chmon*d,*.252,312- 1,432 
Canal Com .. Chapin, ...... 251,449 Skurner, ... 251,777- 328 
Judgeo/Ap.Davies,* ..... Zi2,Z75 Johnson, .... 2Z7,171-45,1M 
Clerk of .tip.Hughes,* .... 275,286 Lewis, ...... 227,355--47,931 

The above are the actual returns sent from the various coun
ties of the Stale to the State Department at Albany ; but in 
consequence of informality in some of the returns, the officially 
declared result, on a number of candidates, varies from the 
actual. The vole for Forrest Is declared at 24~430 1. Elderkin, 
237,579; Storey, 246,041; Richmond, 250,_247; ,.;hap n, 245,976; 
Davies, 265,568 ; Johnson, 223,525 ; Lewis, 221,084. 

* N om!nated and eupported by the American, or" Balance of Power• 
Party. 
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N ew-J ersey-1859. 
GOVERNOR. 

Districts. Opp. Dem. 
I. Olden. Wri~ht. 

Atlantic ..... 853 -±0 
Camden 2324 2339 
Cape May .. 570 497 
Cumberland. 1830 1635 
Gloucester .. 1471 1206 
Balem ...... 2051 1981 

Total. .... 9105 8398 
l\Iajority for Olden, 707. 

II. Olden. Wright. 
Burlington .• 4748 3392 
l\1ercer ..... 3587 2%1 
l\Jonmouth •. 3005 3451 
Ocean ...... 1341 730 

Total ..... 12681 10561 
l\Iaj. for Olden, 2,120. 

III. Olden. Wright. 
Hunterdon ... 2726 3445 
llliddlesex .. 3253 2497 
Somerset ... 2011 1838 
\\'arren .... 2116 2842 

Total. .... 10106 10622 
Jllaj. for Wright, 516. 

ff. Olden. 
Ber"en . . . . . 1262 
'.\!orris.. .. . . 3076 
J'a,saic.. . . . . 2463 
t;us;ex .. . . . . 1842 

W«ight. 
1518 
3188 
1870 
2528 

Total..... 8643 9054 
l\laj. for Wright, 411. 

V. Olden. Wrip:bt. 
7454 
3726 
1899 

Essex....... 7883 
Hudson . . . . 3131 
li uion . . . . . . 17 66 

Total. .... 12780 13079 
lllaj. for Wright, 299. 

TOTAL VOTE OF STATE, 
Olden, ......... 53,315 
Wright, .... .•.. 51,714 

l\Iaj. for Olden,.. 1,601 

Pennsylvania-1858. 
CONGRESS. 

Di.<tricts. 
I. 

Ward 1. .. .. 
" 2 .... . 
" 8 ... . 
" 4 .... . 
" 5 part 
'' 7 ..... 

Union. Dem. 
Rynn. Florence. 
1521 1431 
1481 1414 

878 1027 
720 13S7 
312 449 

1574 1115 

Total. . . . . 6492 6823 
"l\ehinger, .A.nU-Lecomp

ton Dem., 2,442. 
J<'lorence over Ryan, 331. 

II. Morris. Martin. 
Ward 5 part 613 637 

" 6..... 926 817 
" 8..... 1134 878 

9 .... 1162 896 
" 10.. . . . 1818 802 

Total . . . . . 5653 4030 
l\Iaj. for Morris, 1,623. 

ur. Verree. Landv. 
Ward 11. ... 987 87'2 

" 12 .... 1132 831 

" 16 .... 1284 1126 

" 17 .... 934 1336 

" 18 .... 1667 973 

" 19 part 973 696 

Total ..... 6971 5834 
Reed, Am., 52. 
Verree over Landy, 1,143. 

PENNSYL VA.NI.A .• 
CONGRESS-(Continuecl.) 

Di.<tricts. Union. Dem .. 
IV. Millward. Phillips. 

Ward 13.... 1691 846 
14 .... 1940 864 

" 15 .... 1976 132S 
19 part 506 750 

" 20 ... 1820 1129 
" 21part 320 240 
" 23part 405 316 
" 24 .... 1091 978 

Total. .... 9749 6451 
Broom, .Am., 253. 
l\Iillw'd over Phill's, 3,298. 

v. Wood. Jones. 
Ward 21 part 923 660 

" 22 .... 1543 777 
" 23 part 1203 768 

l\Iontg'ry Co. 6032 5004 

Total. .... 9701 7209 
l\Iaj. for Wood, 2,492. 

VI. Broomall. Manley. 
Chester ..... 2388 4021 
Delaware ... 2288 1164 

Total ..... 4676 5185 
Hickman, .A. L. D., 6,786. 
Ilick'n over Manley 1,601. 

VII. Longnecker. Roberts. 
Bucks . . . . . . 5235 5122 
Lehigh . . . . . 30o9 2954 

Total. . . . . 8324 8076 
Maj. for Longnecker, 248. 

VIII. Schwartz. Jones. 
Berks... . . . . 7321 7302 

Maj. for Schwartz, 19. 
IX. Stevens. Hopkins. 

Lancaster.. . 9513 6341 
Maj. for Stevens, 3,172. 

X. Killinger. Weidle. 
Dauphin.... 3255 2281 
Lebanon .. . 2712 1460 
linion....... 1318 7b7 
North'ld, pt. 160 27 
Snyder . . . . . 1452 1034 

Total. .. .. 8597 5589 
Maj. for Killinger, 3,308. 

XI. Campbell, Dewart. 
Northumb'ld 1602 1825 
Schuylkill.. . 551 3035 

Total. . . . . 7153 4860 
Coke, .A. L. D., 3,141. 
Cam'l over Dewart, 2,766. 

XII. Scranton. l\1cRevn's. 
Columbia.... 1907 i442 
Luzerne • • • • 6193 82G2 
Montour. . . . 990 5&! 
Wyoming... 933 898 

Total. . . . . 10023 6186 
Maj. for Scranton, 3,837. 

XIII. Shoemaker. Dimmick. 
Carbon...... 1538 1126 
~1onroe .... 783 1261 
Northampton 2275 2992 
Pike........ 179 491 
Wayne . . . . . 1791 2139 

Total... • . 6566 8009 
Maj. for Dimmick, 1,443. 

XIV. Grow. Parkhurst. 
Bradford.... 4774 920 
Susquehanna 31 0 1859 
'l'ioga . . . . . . 3211 580 

Total.. ... 11165 3359 
Maj. for Grow, 7,806. 

XV. Hale. White. 
Centre .•..• 2551 1911 
Clinton... . . . 1370 1294 
Lycoming . . 2484 2028 
l\1ifllin ...... 1471 1139 

PENNSYL V .A.NI.A. 
CONG RESS-( Continued.) 

Di8tricts. Unfon. 
XV. Hale. 

Sullivan . . . . 314 
Potter.... .. 1048 

De>n. 
White. 

489 
488 

Total. . . . . 9238 7349 
l\Iaj. for Hale, 1,889. 

XVI. Junkin. Fisher. 
Cumberland 2560 2768 
Perry .. . . . . 1948 1483 
York.. . . . . . . 4138 . 4349 

Total ..... 8646 8600 
Maj. for Junkin, 46. 

XVII. McPherson. Rei!lv. 
Adams . . . . . 2295 2169 
Bedford . . . . 1859 1974 
Franklin.... 3384 3060 
Fulton. . . . . . 575 713 
Juniata..... 1235 1165 

Total ... . . 9348 9081 
Maj. for McPherson, 257. 

XVIII. Blair. Pershing. 
Blair . . . . . . . 2798 1567 
Cambria . . . 1700 2273 
Huntingdon. 2115 1261 
Somerset . . . 2501 1578 

Total .... 9114 6679 
Maj. for Blair, 2,435. 

XIX. Covode. Foster. 
Armstrong.. 2425 2001 
Indiana . . . . 3035 1585 
Westmorel'd 3797 4629 

Total. .. . 9257 8165 
l\Iaj. for Covode, 1,092. 

XX. Knig-ht. Montgo'v. 
Fayette . . . . 1275 3299 
Greene...... 731 2156 
Washington. 3792 3799 

Total ..... 5798 9254 
l\Iaj. for llfontgo'ry, 3,456. 

XXL Moorhead. Burke. 
.Allegheny, pt. 6539 4879 

l\Iaj. for llloorhead, 1,660. 
XXII. McKnip:ht. Birmin'm. 

Allegheny, pt. 2935 217 
Butler... . . . . . 2503 285 

Total. . . . . . 5438 502 
Williams, .A.nU-Taro, 3903. 
McK. over Wms., 1,535. 

XXIII. Stewart. McGuffin. 
Beaver . . . . . 1871 1126 
Lawrence... 1951 615 
Mercer . . . . . 2&99 2036 

Total ..... 6721 3777 
Maj. for Stewart, 2,944. 

XXIV. Hnll. Gillis. 
Clarion..... 1558 2019 
Clearfield... 1028 1445 
Elk .. .. . . .. 395 479 
Forrest. . . . . No return. 
Jefferson .. . 1371 1049 
McKean . . . . E35 4 79 
Venango . . . 1953 1671 
Warren . . . . 1765 969 

Total..... 8905 
l\Iaj. for Hall, 794. 

8111 

XXY. Babbitt. Marshall. 
Crawford.... 3140 2033 
Erie .. . . . . .. 3220 20::>0 

Maryland-1859. 
CONGRESS. 

Di.otricts. Opp. 
I. Cox. 

Caroline..... 814 
Dorchester . . 1182 
Queen Anne's 901 
Somerset .... 1500 
'l'albot. . . . . . . 709 
Worceste•r ... 1278 

Dem. 
Stewart. 

798 
1220 

967 
1426 

989 
1534 

Total ...... 6384 6934 
Maj. for Stewart, 550. 

II. Webster.1"IcHenrv. 
Bait. Co., pt .. 1690 1760 
Carroll. . . . . . . 24'33 2297 
Cecil ........ 2044 1970 
Harford ...... 2095 1647 
Kent . . . . . . . . 836 769 

Total. . . . . . 9098 8443 
Maj. for Webster, 655. 

III. Harris. Preston. 
Bait. City, pt. 8026 2554 
Bait. Co., pt .. 1591 1672 

Total. ..... 9617 4226 
Maj. for Harris, 5,391. 

IV. Davis. Harrison. 
Bait. City, pt.10168 2796 

l\Iaj. for Davis, 7,372. 

V. Hoffman. Kunkel. 
Alleghany . . . 2201 2259 
Frederick .... 3673 3718 
Washington . 2542 2842 

Total. ..... 8716 8849 
l\Iaj. for Kunkel, 133. 

VI. Hagner. Hughe•. 
AnneArundel 1107 1082 
Calvert...... 4:39 442 
Charles.. . . . . 575 632 
Howard . . . . . 762 843 
Montgomery. 1177 1304 
Prince Geo. 's 842 985 
St. l\Iary's . . . 452 1014 

Total. . . . . . 5354 6302 
l\Iaj. for Hughes, 948. 

LEGISLATURE-185 7. 
SENATE •. Amer., 15; Dem., 7 
Ilou8E ... Amer., 44; Dem., 29 

Virginia-1859. 
GOVl!:R~OR. 

Di.<tricts. Opp. Dtm. 
I. Goggin, Letcher. 

Accomac..... 768 675 
Elizabeth City 214 164 
Essex .. .. . . . 325 270 
Gloucester. . . 383 365 
James City .. 111 31 
mng and Queen 271 429 
Lancaster . . . 156 107 
Matthews. . . . 315 253 
Middlesex.... 179 214 
New Kent... 239 132 
Northampton. 227 153 
N orthumber'd 108 194 
Richmond Co. 296 261 
Warwick . . . . 60 31 
Westmoreland 444 146 
Williamslrnrg. 40 55 
York........ 171 102 

Total ...... 4:307 3582 
l\Iaj. for Goggin, 725. 

Total. . . . . 6360 4113 l\Iuscoe II. R. Garnett, 
Maj. for Babbitt, 2,247. Dem., elected to Congress 
In 1859, the Opposition, or without opposition. 

People's Party Ticket for II. G gin. Letcher. 
State officers, was ~le~ted by ~ Charles City.. '1'45 66 
17,000 to 1,800 maJonty. <Greensville.. 93 142 

LEGISLATURE-1859-'60. ) Isle of Wight. 148 532 
SENATE . Opp., 21; Dem., 12 ( Nansemond.. 462 271 
HousE .. Opp., 67; Dem., 331 Norfolk City.. 836 5:27 
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VIRGINIA. 

GOVERNOR-( Continued.) 
Di.<tricts. Opp. Dem. 

II. Gof!gin. Letcher. 
Norfolk Co.... 591 381 
Portsmouth... 678 537 
Prince George 187 267 
Princess Anne 367 364 
Southampton 536 493 
Surry........ 134 167 
Sussex . . . . . . 127 291 

Total. . . . . . 4404 4038 
Maj. for Goggin, 366. 
John S. Millson, Dem., 

elected to Congress without 
opposition, 

III. Goggin. Letcher. 
Caroline..... 619 502 
Chesterfield. . 581 779 
Goochland... 234 209 
Hanover . . . . 572 689 
Henrico ..... 1248 850 
King William. 148 318 
Louisa .. ..... 496 397 
Richm'd City. 2043 1588 

Total. . . . . . 5941 5382 
Maj. for Goggin, 559. 
Daniel C. Dejarnette, Ind. 

Dem., elected to Congress, 
over John S. Caskie, regular 
Dem., by 100 majority. 

IV. Gogg-in. Letcher. 
Amelia . . . . . . 203 204 
Brunswick.... 188 482 
Charlotte . . . • 406 403 
Cumberland.. 252 204 
Dinwiddie . ... 230 267 
Lunenburgh.. 179 433 
Mecklenburg. 384 606 
Nottoway.... 195 178 
Petersburg. . • 944 636 
Powhattan... 136 132 
Pr'ce Edward 271 316 

Total ...... 3388 3861 
l\Iaj. for Letcher, 473. 
William 0. Goode, Dem., 

elected over Flournoy, Ind. 
Dem. Mr. Goode died be
fore taking his seat, and his 
place was filled by the elec
tion of Roger A. Pryor, Dem. 

V. Go~gin. Letcher. 
Appomattox . 263 470 
Campbell .... 1385 1129 
Franklin .... 1010 884 
Halifax...... 358 758 
Henry....... 576 419 
Patrick...... 503 593 
Pittsylvania .. 1396 1107 

Total . . . . . . 5491 5360 
Maj. for Goggin, 131. 
Thomas S. Bocock, Dem., 

reelected to Congress, with
out opposition. 

VI. Goggin. Letcher. 
Albemarle ... 1303 931 
Amherst..... 732 654 
Bedford . . . . . 1386 815 
Buckingham.. 535 467 
Fluvanna.... 482 326 
Greene. ' 126 387 
Madison. . . . . 132 586 
Nelson . . . . . . 739 383 

Total. . . . . . 5435 4549 
Maj. for Goggin, 886. 
Shelton F. Leake, Ind. 

Dem., elected to Congress 
by 1,550 maj. over Powell, 
regular Dem. 

VII. Goggin. Letcher. 
Alexandria.. 874 620 
Culpeper..... 497 475 
Fairfax. . . . . . 691 717 
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VIRGINIA. 

GOVERNOR-(Continued.) 
Di«trfrts. 07Jp . D em. 

VII. Goi<iri n. Letcher. 
Fauquier . . . . 931 1020 
King George. 205 196 
Orange. . . . . . 426 379 
Prince Wm... 251 712 
Rappah'nock. 509 463 
Spottsylvania 498 588 
Stafford . . . . . 299 507 

Total. . . . . . 5181 5677 
Shackelford, Ind. Dem., 

received 430 votes for Con
gress. 

l\Iaj. for Letcher, 496. 
Wm. Smith, Dem., elected 

to Congress by 302 maj. 

VIII. Goi<gin. Letcher. 
Berkeley . . . . 883 1057 
Clarke ...... 252 371 
Frederick . ... 888 1124 
Hampshire . . 701 1063 
Jefferson . . . . 857 875 
Loudon ..... 1798 722 
Morgan . . . . . 274 261 
Page . . . . . . . . 130 960 
Warren • . . . . 215 406 

Total ...... 5998 6889 
Maj. for Letcher, 891. 
Alex. R. Boteler, Opp., 

elected to Congress by 167 
majority. 

IX. GO!rl!in. Letcher. 
Augusta ...... 2170 1402 
Bath. . . . . . . . . 230 231 
Hardy... 771 354 
Highland . . . . 229 478 
Pendleton.... 383 411 
Rockbrirlge .. 1230 1208 
Rockingham . 700 2402 
Shenandoah.. 273 1912 

Total. . . . . . 5986 8398 
Maj. for Letcher, 2,412. 

John T. Harris, Ind. Dem., 
elected to Congress, over 
Skinner, regular Dem., by 
931 majority. 

X. Goggin. Letcher. 
Brooke . . . . . • 213 369 
Hancock . . . . 144 304 
Marion....... 468 1197 
Marshall . . . . 828 683 
Monongalia.. 641 975 
Ohio ..... ... 1323 1030 
Pleasants.... 76 146 
Preston. . . . . . 505 810 
Taylor . . . . . . 530 551 
Tyler........ 289 460 
Wetzel. . . . . . . 65 809 

Total ...•.• 5082 7284 
Maj. for Letcher, 2,202. 
Shel"rard Clemens, Dem., 

reelected to Congress, with
out opposition. 

XI. Goiririn. LetcbeT. 
Barbour...... 426 817 
Braxton . . . . • 349 317 
Cabell....... 413 504 
Calhoun.. . . . . 26 277 
Doddridge . . . 104 609 
Gilmer . . . . . . 60 325 
Harrison . . . . 780 1092 
Jackson..... 388 510 
Kanawha .... 1138 467 
Lewis . . . . . . . 259 649 
Mason . . . . . . 588 448 
Putnam . . • . . 451 427 
Randolph.... 226 430 
Ritchie . . . . . . 137 422 
Roane.. . . . . . 302 261 
Tucker...... 17 176 
Upshur....... 292 422 

VIRGINIA. NORTH CAROLI.NA. 
GOVERNOR-(Continued.) CONGRESS-(Continued.) 
Dist · icis. Opp. DPm. Di.<t>icts. OpJ>. Dem. 

XI. Goirgin. Letcher. II. Scattering. Ruffin. 
Wirt . . . . . . . 136 302 ) Beaufort..... 140 337 
Wood........ 836 660 Carteret..... 202 

Crav€'n . . . . . . 80 375 
Total. . . . . . 6928 9115 Edgecomb . . . 4 867 
Maj. for Letcher, 2,187. Greene...... 50 235 
Elbert G. Jenkins, Dem., Hyde . . . . . . . 16 183 

elected to Congress by 1,838 Jones . . . . . . . 59 140 
majority over Laidley, Opp. Lenoir....... 17 310 

XII. Goggin. Letcher. Onslow · · · . . . 38 397 
Alleghany . . • 210 355 Pitt..... . . . . . 61 509 
Boone....... 150 292 ~ Wayne...... 11 827 
Botetourt .... 486 714 --
Clay . . . . . . . . 90 49 Total...... 476 438i 
Craig . . . . . . . 92 256 Maj. for Ruffin, 3,906. 
Fayette . . . . . 346 385 
Floyd . . . . . . . 522 339 
Giles . . . . . . . . 463 352 
Greenbrier . . 889 779 
Logan... . . . . . 94 480 
Mercer . . . . . . 557 429 
Monroe. . . . . . 84,'i 672 
Montgomery. 615 388 
Nicholas..... 364 303 
Pocahontas... 134 419 
Raleigh...... 381 148 
Roanoke.. . . . 283 409 
Wayne....... 269 320 
Wyoming.... 170 78 

Total. ..... 6960 7167 
Maj. for Letcher, 207. 
No opposition to H. A. 

Edmundson, Dem., for Con
gress. 

XIII. Goggin. Letcher. 
Buchanan . . . 73 
Carroll . . . . . . 461 
Grayson. . . . . 384 
Lee ......... 688 
ll:CcDowell.... 115 
Pulaski.. . . . . 314 
Russell . . . . . . 751 
Scott........ 600 
Smyth ....... 598 
Tazewell..... 541 
·washington. . 966 
Wise........ 208 
Wythe ...... 743 

164 
344 
497 
624 
33 

239 
404 
559 
4.,54 
621 
870 
226 
775 

Total ...... 6442 5810 
Maj. for Goggin, 632. 
Elbert S. Martin, Ind. 

Dem., elected to Congress 
by 803 majority over Floyd, 
regular Dem. 

TOT.A.L VOTE OF ST.A.TE. 
Opposition. 

Governor .. Goggin .. 71,543 
Att'y Gen .. Preston .. 64,368 

Demorrats. 
Governor .. Letcher .. 77,112 
Att'y Gen .. Tucker ... 73,124 

Maj. for Letcher, 5,569 ; 
do. for Tucker, 8,756. 

North Carolina-1859. 
CONGRESS. 

District.. Opp. 
I. Smith. 

Bertie..... .. 665 
Camden .. ... 588 
Chowan ....• 294 
Currituck.... 236 
Gates . . . . . . . 452 
Halifax ...•.. 562 
Hertford . . . . 479 
Martin . . . . . . 352 
Northampton. 599 
Pasquotank... 569 
Perquimans.. 431 
Tyrrell . . . . . . 897 
Washington.. 471 

Total. . . . . . 604,'i 
Maj. for Smith, 514. 

Ilem. 
Shaw. 

506 
109 
286 
658 
406 
759 
293 
750 
758 
340 
280 
131 
255 

5531 

III. *McDuffie. Winslow. 
Bladen . . . . . . 192 383 
Brunswick . . . No return. 
Columbus. . . . 92 272 
Cumberland.. 404 1039 
Duplin . . . . . . 67 780 
New-Hanover 90 789 
Richmond . . . No return. 
Robeson. . . . . 325 
Sampson..... 104 598 

Total.... . . 949 4186 
Maj. for 'linslow, 3,237. 

* lndependent Democrat. 

IV. Sanders. 
Franklin. . . . . 232 
Granville . . . . 290 
Johnson .... , 546 
Nash....... 66 
Orange ...... 572 
Wake........ 696 
Warren . . .. . 57 

Branch. 
626 
675 
860 
879 
729 

1405 
653 

Total. . . . . . 2459 5827 
Maj. for Branch, 3,368. 

V. Gilmer. Williams. 
Alamance . • . 576 689 
Caswell. . . . . . 183 836 
Chatham.. . . . 983 852 
Guilford ...... 2047 468 
Montgomery.. 639 179 
Moore.. . . . . . 529 559 
Person . . . . . . 201 502 
Randolph .... 1203 427 

Total. . . . . . 6361 4512 
Maj. for Gilmer, 1,849. 

VT. Leach. 
Alexander.... 539 
Allegany . . . . 147 
Aslie.. . ..... 739 
Davidson .... 1470 
Davie....... 681 
Forsyth...... 955 
Iredell • . . • . . 1583 
Rockingham.. 402 
Stokes ....... 517 
Suny . .•.... 601 
Yadkin ...... 932 

Scales. 
366 
333 
452 
793 
879 

1061 
472 

1417 
768 
926 
697 

Total... 8566 7664 
Maj. for Leach, 902. 

VII. Walkup. Craige. 
Anson....... 765 257 
Cabarrus . . . . 517 358 
Catawba..... 181 688 
Cleveland.... 106 729 
Gaston.. . . . . . 96 703 
Lincoln .. , . . . 192 489 
Mecklenburg. 411 777 
Rowan....... 756 &49 
Stanly. . . . . . . 7T1 68 
Union....... 280 627 

Total. . . . . . 4075 5495 
Maj. for Craige, 1,420. 

VIII. Vance. Coleman. 
Buncombe . . . 833 858 
Burke. 559 414 

. Caldwell..... 529 223 
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NORTH CAROLIN.A. 

CO NG RESS-( Continued.) 
Di•tri rts. Opp. Dem. 

VIII. Vanre. Coleman. 
Cherokee.... 675 393 
Haywood.... 307 449 
Henderson... 631 514 
Jackson. . ... 245 370 
Macon . . . . . . 489 339 
Madison . . . . . 384 425 
McDowell . .. 476 351 
Polk.. .. .. .. . 157 180 
Rutherford .. 767 643 

GEORGI.A. 

CONGRESS-(Continud.) 
Districts. Opp. Dem. 

II. Douglas. Crawford. 
Webster..... 275 216 
Wilcox . . .. .. 8 259 
Worth....... 10~ 272 

Total. . . . . . 6437 8279 
Bethune, Ind., received 

417 votes for Congress. 
Crawford over Douglas, 

1,842. Watauga . . . . 321 191 
Wilkes. . . . . . . 1190 359 III. Hardeman. Spoor. 
Yancy....... 463 616 Bibb .. .. .. . . 908 879 -- __ 

1 

Butts ........ 325 381 
Total. ..... 8026 6331 Crawford . . . . 248 396 
llfaj. for Vance, 1,695. Harris . ...... 683 453 

Houston . . . . . 534 556 
TOTAL VOTE OF THE STATE. Monroe...... 633 580 

Opposition. Pike . . . . . . . . . 423 618 
Con(!., '59 .... Opp., ... 36957 Spaulding . . . 445 47 4 
Gov'nor, '58 ... McRae, 39965 Talbot....... 564 492 

Democrats. 
Con(!., '59 .... Dem., .. 43928 
Gov'nor, '58 .. . Ellis ..• 56222 

Dem. maj. on Congress, 
6,971 ; Ellis, 16,257. 

Georgia-1859. 
CONGRESS. 

Dl<tricts. Opp. Dem. 
I. Mcintyre. Love. 

Appling . . . . . 37 448 
Berrien. . . . . . 165 345 
Brooks . . . . . . 289 300 
Bryan.... . . . • 128 152 
Bulloch. . . . . . 21 569 
Camden . . . . . 43 137 
Chatham.. . . . 649 696 
Charlton..... 11 190 
Clinch....... 105 261 
Coffee . . . . . . . 41 279 
Colquitt...... 84 144 
Echols.. . . . . . . 49 132 
Effingham.. .. 254 170 
Emanuel. . . . . 131 465 
Glynn . . . . . . • 41 176 
Irwin ........ 9 200 
Johnson . . . . . 146 180 
Laurens . . . . • 187 235 
Liberty. . . . . . 115 218 
Lowndes . .. . 216 236 
Mcintosh . . .. 72 144 
Montgomery.. 259 55 
Pierce . . . . . .. J 9 199 
Tattnall . . . . . 176 291 
Telfair . . . . . . 140 192 
Thomas . . . . . 428 477 
Ware .... .. 44 231 
Wayne...... 22 125 

Total. ..... 3881 7247 
Maj. for Love, 3,366. 

II. Douglas. Crawford. 
Baker . . . . . . . 92 207 
Calhoun . . . . . 102 l!99 
Chattu.hoochee 242 338 
Clay . . . • .. . . 225 253 
Decatur...... 517 511 
Dooley. . . . . . 230 544 
Dou.,.herty... 197 299 
Early .. .. .. . 93 263 
Lee .......... 209 215 
Macon . . . • . . 385 284 
Marion . . . . . . 318 387 
Miller .. .. . .. 48 201 
Mitchell. . . . . . 97 353 
~1uscogee ... 682 749 
Pulaski . . . . . 148 406 
Quitman..... J57 199 
Randolph.... 544 468 
Schley....... 217 218 
Stewltrt. . • . . . 572 557 
Suruter . . . . . . 592 507 
Terrell....... 378 274 · 

Taylor.... . .. 320 362 
Upson....... 553 292 

Total ...... 5636 5483 
Maj. for Hardeman, 153. 

IV. Wright. Gartrell. 
Campbell.... 389 777 
Carroll...... 443 1169 
Clayton ...... 283 357 
Cobb........ 552 1180 
Coweta .. • • .. 477 175 
De Kalb.... . 363 703 
Fayette . . . . . 315 544 
Fulton....... 899 1221 
Heard ......• 337 565 
Henry. . .. . .. 653 598 
Merriwether . 592 672 
Troup . . . . . . . 750 316 

Total.... . . 6()()3 8871 
Maj. for Gartrell, 2,824. 

V. Shackelford. U nderw'd. 
Cass.... . • • . . 151 1236 
Catoosa.. . . . . 80 628 
Chattooga... 223 514 
Cherokee.... 109 1121 
Dade........ 13 324 
Fannin . . . • . . 339 415 
Floyd . . .. .. . 127 989 
Gilmer . . . . . . 77 982 
Gordon...... 257 740 
Haralson . . . . 28 366 
Milton . . . . . . 132 390 
Murray...... 118 712 
Paulding . . . . 43 871 
Pickens . . . . . 72 751 
Polk .. ...... 48 431 
Walker ...... 190 740 
Whitfield .. .. 155 1129 

Total. . . . . . 2162 12339 
Majority for Underwood, 

10,177. 
VI. Lytle. Jackson. 

Banks .. . .. .. 61 50± 
Clarke ....... 232 511 
Dawson . . . . . 65 552 
Forsyth . . . . . 293 555 
Franklin . . . . 65 851 
Gwinnett . . . . 283 699 
Habersham... 386 331 
Hall ......... 592 587 
Hart........ 73 768 
Jackson..... 380 702 
Lumpkin . . . . 72 739 
Madison...... 152 465 
Rabun...... 17 Ml 
Towns. . . . . . . 19 252 
Union . . . . . . . 43 687 
Walton.,..... 416 582 
White . . . . • • . 96 368 

Total ...... 3251 9644 
Maj. for Jackson, 6,393. 

GEORGI.A. 
CONGRESS-( Continued.) 

Di<tricts. Opp. Dem. 
VII. Hill. Harper. 

Baldwin . . . . • 313 385 
Greene...... 629 247 
Hancock . . . . 391 269 
Jasper . . . . . . 449 383 
Jones.. .. . .. . 189 282 
Morgan.. . . . . 382 189 
Newton . . . .. 723 745 
Putnam . . . . . 283 332 
Twiggs. . . . . . . 167 325 
Washington.. 573 639 
Wilkinson... . 393 557 

Total ...... 4492 4353 
Maj. for Hill, 139. 

VIII. Wright. Jones. 
Burke . . .. .. . 351 514 
Columbia . . . . 417 407 
Elbert.. . . . . . . 413 518 
Glascock . . . . 64 232 
J efferson . . . . 454 339 
Lincoln... . . . • 186 220 
Oglethorpe . . • 375 458 
Richmond ... 1103 920 
Scriven. . . . . . 259 282 
Talliaferro. . . 211 188 
Warren . . . . . 345 442 
Wilkes . . . . . . 329 392 

Total. . . . . . 4507 4912 
Maj. for Jones, 405. 

TOTAL VOTE OF TUE STATE. 
Oppo.<it'ion. 

Governor .Akin ..... 42195 
Con(/ress . . Opposition36419 

Democraf.t;;. 
Governor .Brown .... 63806 
Oon(Jre88 . . Dem., .... 61134 

Majori's.-Brown, 21,611; 
Congress, 24, 715. 

Louisiana-1859. 
CONGRESS. 

Districts. Opp. Dem. 
I. Bouligny. LaSere. 

Orleans, Rt. Bk. 197 128 
" 2d Dist. 999 708 
" 3d Dist. 904 493 

Plaquemines... 67 314 
St. Bernard. . . . 48 153 

Total . . . . . 2215 1796 
Maj. for Douligny, 419. 
Bienvenu received 497 

votes for Cono-ress. 
II. Nichols. Taylor. 

Ascension . . . . . 335 418 
Assumption.... 215 569 
Jefferson ..... 410 558 
Lafourche. . . . . 269 693 
Orleans, 1st Dis.1289 999 

" 4th Dis. 356 559 
St. Charles . . . . 65 97 
St. James . . . . . 273 244 
St. John Baptiste J75 J85 
St. Mary . . . . . 169 501 
St. l\Iartin ..... 476 664 
Terrebonne. . . . 427 421 

Total ....... 4459 5908 
Maj. for Taylor, 1,449. 

UL Cannon. Davidson. 
Avoyelles. . . . . . 654 
Carroll . . . . . . . • - 753 
Catahoulu...... - 513 
Concordia . . . . . - 179 
E. Baton Rouge 283 675 
E. Feliciana . . . 285 450 
Iberville. . . . . . . 404 
Livingston... . . . 4'37 
Madison. .. . .. . 11 256 
Point Coupee . . 575 
St. Helena...... Rejected. 
St. 'L'ammany.. . 65 292 
Tensas . . .. . . . . 250 

LOUISIANA. 
CONGRESS-(Co11tin•,,d.) 
D1'.~tricis. 07Jp. DPm. 

III. Cannon. Davidson. 
Washington.... 60 420 
W. Baton Rouge - 162 
W. Feliciana... 22 2!itl 

Total.. . .. .. 726 6288 
Maj. for Davidson, 5,562. 

IV. Jones. Landrum. 
Bienville. . . . . . . 127 799 
Bossier . . . . . . . . J 30 584 
Caddo ......... 320 822 
Calcasieu . . . . . . Rejected. 
Caldwell....... 55 198 
Claiborne. . . . . . 90 957 
De Soto........ 33 643 
Franklin. . . . . . . 326 202 
Jackson ....... 150 754 
Lafayette . . . . . 3 278 
Morehouse. . . . . 303 412 
Nachitoches ... 440 708 
Ouachita . . . . . . 103 429 
Rapides ....... 562 889 
Sabine . . . . . . . . Rejected. 
St. Landry ..... Rejected. 
Union ...... . .. 392 768 
Vermillion . . . . . Rejected. 
W'inn .......... 186 380 

Total. .. ..... 3220 8823 
Maj. for Landrum, 5,603. 

TOTAL VOTE OF THE STATE. 
Oppo.<ilinn. 

Governor ... \Yells ... 15587 
Lt. Gov . .. Ray .... 16047 
Sec. State . . Blake ... 15156 

Demorra t.~. 

Governor ... Moore . . 24434 
Lt. Gov .. .. Hyams .. 24913 
Sec. State .. Hardy .. 25142 

Texas-1859. 
This State elected State 

Officers and Congressmen in 
1859. 'L'he Congressional 
vote was as follows : 

COKGRESS. 
Di.<tricts. Inrl. Don. 

I. Ochiltree. Reagan. 
Anderson ...... 214 834 
Angelina . . . . . . 50 301 
Bowie .. . . . . . . 10 370 
Cass .. .. .. . .. . 252 756 
Chambers . . . . . 38 99 
Cherokee ... . .. 284 1165 
Colin.......... 3 1111 
Cooke . . . . . . . . • 24 375 
Dallas.... . .. . . 70 894 
Denton . . . . . . . . 12 628 
Fannin........ 26 1113 
Grayson . . . . . 25 938 
Harrison ....... No return. 
Henderson ..... No return. 
llopkins .. . . . . . 53 991 
Houston. . . . . . . 87 681 
Hunt.......... 18 796 
Jack........... 3 115 
Jasper ........ 17 335 
Jefferson. . . . . . . 24 98 
Kaufman . . . . . . 91 514 
J,amar . . . . . . . . 25 996 
Liberty........ 52 2i3 
Nacogdoches ... 226 638 
Newton .. . . .. . 20 218 
Orange........ 46 109 
Panola........ 14 630 
Polk ......... 49 534 
Red River . . . . . 18 S.35 
Rusk ....... ... 173 1470 
Sabine . . .. . . . . 62 147 
San Augustine.. J3 368 
Shelby.. . . .. . . 50 635 
Smith . . .. . . . . 233 903 
'L'itus .. .. .. .. .. 57 956 
Trinity .. . . . . • . 94 3i4 
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TEXAS. I 
CONGRESS-(Continned.) 

D;stricts. I11d. Deni. 
I. Ochiltree. Rengnn. 

Tyler.... 30 525 
Upshur ........ 162 730 
Van Zandt..... 36 340 
Wise.......... 81 239 
Wood.. ........ 76 558 
Yo=g.. . ...... 93 

Total ........ 3464 23977 
Maj. for Reagan, 20,513 ; 

do. for Ilouston, independ
ent candidate for Governor, 
4,354. 

II. Hamilton. Waul. 
Atascosa . . . . . . 172 90 
Austin ......... 355 538 
Bandera... . ... 18 26 
Bastrop ......... 35S 424 
Bee ........... No return. 
Bell ........... 318 274 
Bexar ......... 766 · 991 
Blanco.. . . . . . . . 118 42 
Bosque ........ 127 53 
Brazoria .... ... 118 309 
Brazos ........ 118 82 
Brown....... .. 27 1 
Burleson . . . . . . 373 289 
Burnett . . . . . . . 285 93 
Caldwell ....... 295 302 
Calho= ....... 146 179 
Cameron . . . . . . 4 418 
Colorado . . . . . . 357 273 
Comal ......... 36 39 
Comanche ...... 100 25 
Coryell . . . . . . . . 208 101 
De Witt . . . . . . . 204 281 
Ellis . . . . . . . . . . 308 271 
El Paso. . . . . . . . 57 207 
Earth. . . . . . . . . . 209 23 
Falls .......... 218 112 
Fayette .. . ..... 566 551 
Fort Bend ..... 173 172 
Freestone .. . ... 250 305 
Galveston ...... 337 400 
Gillespie . . . . . . . 69 14 7 
Goliad ......... 198 183 
Gonzales . ..... 450 427 
Grimes ........ 419 254 
Guadaloupe .... 229 318 
Hamilton . . . . . . 43 1 
Harris. . . . . . . . . 836 598 
Hays .......... No return. 
Hidalgo... . . . . . 3 227 
Hill. .......... 216 170 
Jackson .. ..... 141 57 
Johnson ....... 249 134 
Karnes . . . . . . . . 150 81 
Kerr.......... 31 32 
Lapassas ... . .. 212 64 
Lavacca ....... 329 330 
Leon .......... 374 379 
Limestone ..... 218 335 
Live Oak . . . . . . 36 60 
Llano .......... 81 76 
McLennan ..... 348 228 
Madison ....... 168 93 
Mason ........ No return. 
Matagorda..... 63 168 
Medina... . . . . . 58 199 
l\filam ....•..... 317 208 
Montague ....• 
Montgomery ... 262 177 
Navarro ....... 370 301 
Nueces .... ·'· .. 225 139 
Palo Pinto.. . . • 151 28 
Parker ........• 495 193 
Presideo ..... , . No return. 
Refugio. . • . . . . . No return. 
Robertson ....• 229 185 
San Patricio . . . 11 31 
San Saba ...... 158 14 
Starr ..... .. ... No return, 
Tarrant . . • . . . . 448 233 
Travis ........ 595 428 
Uvalde....... No return. 
Victoria ...... , No return. 
Walker . . . .. . . 435 845 

A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

TEXAS. 

CONG RESS-( Continued.) 
Di.<tricts. Ind. D em. 

II. Hamilton, Waul. 
Washington ... 641 678 
Webb ........ 116 86 
Wharton . . . . . . 82 119 
Williamson ..... 458 204 
Zapata . . . . . . . . 42 130 

Total ...... 17198 16007 
Maj. for Hamilton, 1,191; 

do. for Houston, 4,373. 
Hamilton ran as an inde

pendent Democrat. Hard.in 
R. Runnells was the regular 
Democratic Candidate for 
Governor. Runnells beat 
Houston, for the same office, 
two years before, by 9,805 
majority. 

TOTAL VOTE OF THE ST.A.TE, 
Independents. 

G01Jernor . . Houston, 36227 
Lt. Gov ..... Clark,. .. 31458 
C. L'dOffice Crosby ... 28328 
Congress . .. Indep 'nt 20662 

Democrats. 
Governor . . Runnells, 27500 
Lt. Gov .... . Lubbock, 30325 
0. L'dOffice White ... 33303 
Congress .. . Dem., ... 39934 

l\fajor's.-Houston, 8,727; 
Clark, 1,133; White, 4,975; 

Tennessee.-1859. 
CONGRESS. 

District.!. Opp. Dent. 
I. Nelson. Haynes. 

Carter •....... . 812 342 
Cocke ......... 945 587 
Greene ........ 1062 2026 
Hancock . . . . . . 367 641 
Hawkins....... - 174 
Jefferson .... . .. 1602 654 
Johnson .•...... 547 218 
Sevier .......... 1058 261 
Sullivan . . . . . . . 542 1589 
Washington .... 996 1335 

Total. . . . . . . 7931 7827 
Maj. for Nelson, 104. 

II. Maynard. Ramsay. 
Anderson. . . . . 839 344 
Campbell ...... 451 540 
Claiborne ...... 775 676 
Fentress ........ No return. 
Grainger ••..... 1206 743 
Knox ......... 2593 916 
Morgan . . . . . . . 248 280 
Overton .•....• 864 1431 
Scott .......... No return. 

Total.. ...... 6476 4930 
Maj. for Maynard, 1,546. 

JU. Brabson. Smith. 
Bledsoe ..•..... 492 330 
Blount ........ 1273 723 
Bradley . . . . . . . 795 1028 
Cumberland-with Bledsoe. 
Hamilton .•..... 1234 918 
Marion... . . . . . . 481 393 
Meiggs . . . . . • • . 150 610 
Monroe. . . . . . . . 943 1067 
McMinn ....... 1054 1094 
Polk. • . . . . . . . . . 879 7 42 
Rhea.. . . . . . . . . . 348 431 
Roane ......•.. 1044 83\l 
Siquatchie. . . . . 179 138 

Total ........ 8372 8318 
Maj. for Brabson, 59. 

TENNESSEE. TENNESSEE. 

CONG RESS-( Continued.) TOTAL VOTE OF THE ST.A.TE. 
DMl"icts. 0P7'· De111. Op,,o.<1tion. 

IV. Stokes. 
Coffee ......... 447 
De Kalb ....... 825 
Grundy . . . . . . . 66 

Savage. i Gov .... . Netherland .. 68218 
909 Cong ... . Opposition .. 60921 
753 Denwrrats 
8S5 Go'V .. ... Harris ... : .. 76226 

Jackson ....... 1426 
Macon ........ 556 

1~~ Gong ... . Democratic .. 73079 
674 Majorities.-Harris, S,OOS; 

166 Dem. maj. on Cong., 12,158. Smith ..... .... 1598 
Yan Buren. . . . . 153 
Warren . . . . . . . 528 1043 LEGISLATURE-1859. 
White ......... 1034 750 SEN.A.TE •.. Opp., 11; ]Jt>m., 14 

HOU8E .... Opp., 34; Dern., 41 
Total. ... . ... 6633 6160 
Maj. for Stokes, 473. 

V. Hatton. *Ready. 
Cannon . . . . . . . 520 860 
Rutherford .... 1452 1531 
Sumner ........ 810 1642 
Williamson ... . 1609 728 
Wilson ..... •... 2328 1083 

Total ........ 6719 5844 

Maj. for Hatton, 875. 

* Independent, supported by the 
Democrats. 

VI. Thomns. 
Bedford ....... 

~ 1450 
Franklin .... ol 1540 
Lincoln ........ 'O 2393 
Marshall ...... ;a 1472 i:1 
Maury ......... ol 2168 

0 

Total. .. . 0 
9023 ... z 

Dem. maj. for Gov.,4,278. 

VII. Gibbs. Wright. 
Benton . . . . . . . . 29 882 
Decatur.. . . . . . . 229 512 
Giles . . . . . . . . . . 259 1569 
Hardin ....... 389 958 
Hickman . . . . . . 89 1119 
Humphreys . . . . 204 735 
Lawrence ...... 258 949 
Lewis......... 5 253 
McNaiq ...... 831 1170 
Perry ......... 208 555 
Wayne ....•••. 210 678 

Total.. ...•.. 2711 9380 
Maj. for Wright, 6,669. 

VIII. Quarles. Menees. 
Cheatham-with Davidson. 
Davidson ...... 3383 2462 
Dickson ....... 447 837 
Montgomery ... 1370 1015 
Robertson ..... 1248 1120 
Stewart ........ 551 802 

Total ....... 6994 6236 
Maj. for Quarles, 758. 

IX. Etheridge. Atkins. 
Carroll •....... 1720 1023 
Dyer . . . . . . . . . . 736 665 
Gibson ........ 1967 1385 
Henry .. . ...... 1019 1844 
Henderson ..... 1315 799 
Lauderdale .... 464 419 
Obion ... ....... 682 1072 
Tipton . . ....... 375 607 
Weakley • ..... 1159 1616 

Total. ....... 9437 9430 
Maj. for Etheridge, 7. 

X. Sneed. Avery. 
Fayette . . . . • . . 921 929 
Hardeman .•... 600 1108 ) 
Haywood ...... 778 903 
l\1adison ........ 1362 876 
Shelby ......... 1987 2138 

Kentucky-1859. 
CONGRESS. 

Districts. Or1p. T>em. 
I. Morrow. Burnett. 

Ballard . . . . . . . . 97 718 
Caldwell.. ..... 180 681 
Calloway ...... 118 1221 
Crittenden. . . . . 234 7 53 
Fulton ......... 140 -1-±2 
Graves ........ 277 1429 
Hickman . . . . . 45 611 
Hopkins .... .... 166 1316 
Livingston ..... 251 4~6 
Lyon ... . ...... 48 433 
Marshall . . . . . . 34 916 
McCracken . . . . 217 699 
'l'rigg. . . . . . . . . 123 978 
Union . . . . . . . . . 318 857 

Total ....... 2248 11540 
Maj. for Burnett, 9,292. 

II. Jackson . P eyton . 
Breckinridge . . . 921 708 
Butler ... _ ...... 509 555 
Christian . . . . . . 98'( 1057 
Daviess .....•. 1242 1448 
Grayson. . . . . . . 565 5!10 
Hancock ....... 421 474 
Henderson. . . . . 878 896 
McLean ....... No return. 
Mechlenburg .. 883 1070 
Ohio ........... 793 1141 

Total ........ 7199 7939 
Maj. for Peyton, 740. 

III. Bristow. Sule. 
Allen .......... 547 709 
Barren ... . .... 1697 1336 
Edmonson ..... No return. 
Hart . . . . . . . . . . 459 733 
Logan ....... .. 1453 464 
l\lonroe ....... 663 581 
Simpson... . . . . . 407 W7 
Todd... . . . . . . . . 726 426 
Warren ........ 1212 7to9 

Total. ....... 7164 5575 
Maj. for Bristow, 1,589. 

IV. Anderson. Chrisman. 
Adair .... , . . . . 547 1097 
Boyle ......... 789 303 
Casey . . . . . . . . 696 448 
Clinton... . . . . . . 312 5 78 
Cumberland . . . 652 368 
Greene ......... 482 681 
Lincoln. . . . . . . . 935 440 
Pulaski. •...... 1214 137b 
Russell . . . . • . . . 479 432 
'raylor ........ 357 648 
Wayne ........ 74l 831 

Total .... . ... 7204 7201 
Maj. for Anderson, 3. 

V. Jewett. *Brown. 
Anderson ...... 594 471 
Bullitt. . . . . . . . . 309 509 
Hardin ......... 732 965 

Total ....... 5648 5954 Larue... . . . . . . . 493 361 
Maj. for Avery, 306. Marion ........ 540 965 
Currin, Ind., received 236 , Meade · · · · · · · · 83T 500 

votes for Congress. < * Independent Democrat. 
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KENTUCKY. 

CO NG RESS-( Continued.) 
Distrids. Opp. Dem . 

V. Jewett. Brown. 
~Iercer ..•..... 358 1168 
Nelson ........ 497 999 
Spencer . . . . . . . 306 380 
Washington .... 900 609 

Total. ....... 5066 6927 
Maj. for Drown, 1,861. 

VI. Adams. Garrard. 
Breathitt . . . . . . 299 394 
Clay .......... 418 511 
Estill .......... 556 493 
Floyd ......... 427 673 
Garrard ....... 812 370 
Harlan ........ 490 213 
Jackson . . . . . . . 170 132 
Johnson .. . . . . . 54 760 
Knox ......... SOT 314 
Laurel ........ 429 374 
Letcher . . . . . . . 223 227 
Madison ....... 1267 943 
Owsley ... ... .. 456 314 
Perry . . . . . . . . . 265 270 
Pike . . . . . . .. .. 277 664 
Rock Castle. . . . 499 246 
Whitley . . . . • . . 715 3-!3 

Total ........ 8164 7241 
Maj. for Adams, 923. 

VII. Mallory. Holt. 
Henry . .. .. . .. . 646 1029 
Jefferson ..... .4256 3324 
Oldham . . . . . . . 353 536 
Shelby ........ 1161 786 

Total ....... 6416 5675 
Maj. for Mallory, 741. 

Vllf. Harlan. Simms. 
Bourbon ....... 965 684 
Fayette ....... 1410 986 
Franklin.. . . . . . 863 819 
Harrison ...... 926 1317 
Jessamine . . . . . 598 587 
Nicholas ......• 737 1009 
Scott ........... 732 1062 
Woodford . . . .. 634 468 

Total. ...... 6865 
Maj. for Simms, 67. 

L.T. 
IX. Moore, 

Bath .......... 743 
Carter ......... 484 
Clarke . ....... 935 
Fleming . . . . . . . 952 
Greenup ....... 1163 
Lawrence ...... 809 
Lewis ......... 664 
Mason ... . .... 1274 
Montgomery.. . 587 
~Iorgan ....... 562 
Powell ........ 190 
Rowan ........ 142 

6932 

J.W. 
J1.1oore. 

1040 
832 
412 
928 
854 
496 
731 
875 
502 

1147 
166 
244 

Total ........ 8505 8227 
Maj. for L. T. Moore, 278. 

X. Jones. Stevenson. 
Bracken ....... 754 773 
Boone... . . . . . . . 826 970 
Campbell ....... 689 1242 
Carroll . . .. .. . . 366 528 
Gallatin . . . . . . . 382 492 
Grant . . . . . . . . . 663 800 
Kenton ........ 950 1706 
Owen ......... 415 1489 
Pendleton • . . . • 615 871 
Trimble ....... 179 474 

Missouri-1858. 
COX GRESS. 

Di.<tricts. Rep. Deni. 
I. Blair. Barrett. 

St. Louis. . . . . 6631 7057 
Breckinridge, .Am., 566S. 
Barrett over Blair, 426. * 
*Contested by Frank Blair, who 

finally obtained the seat; but re· 
signed and referred th~ matter 
back to the People. 

Districf,.s. Opp. Dem. 
II. Henderson . Anderson. 

Audrain . . . . . 412 599 
Boone.. . . . . . . 4bl 1356 
Calloway . . . . 367 1696 
Lincoln ...... 462 1038 
Marion . . . . . . 956 1068 
Monroe. . . . • • 526 1240 
Montgomery.. 441 601 
Pike ......... 1122 J283 
Ralls . . . . . . . . 873 592 
St. Charles. . . 659 902 
Warren . . . .. 290 577 

Total ...... 6089 10902 
Maj. for Anderson, 4,813. 
In the Third District, John 

B. Clark, Dem, was elected 
without opposition. 

IV. Adams. Craig. 
Andrew . . . . . 598 1021 
Atchison..... 158 511 
Buchanan . . . 730 1997 
Caldwell..... 270 388 
Clay .. .. .. .. 993 826 
Clinton... . . . . 504 545 
Daviess...... 507 843 
De Kalb . . . . . 195 512 
Gentry . . . . . . 464 1266 
Harrison . . . . 594 852 
Holt......... 460 550 
Nodaway..... 162 825 
Platte ....... 1128 1412 
Ray...... . .. . 1066 891 

Total 7824 12439 
Maj. for Craig, 4,615. 

V. Reid. Wood•on. 
Benton • • . . . . 502 253 
Cass . .. . . .. . 449 617 
Cole..... 744 116 
Cooper . . . . . . 727 853 
Henry.... . .. 221 762 
Jackson ..... 1447 1075 
Johnson...... 515 850 
Lafayette.... 340 986 
Miller . . . . . . . 450 17 6 
J\Ioniteau . . . 391 649 
J\Iorgan . . . . . 285 368 
Pettis . . . . . . . 207 455 
Saline . . . . .. . 669 832 

Total ...... 6947 7942 
Smith, Ind., 2,038. 
Woodson over Reid, 995. 

VI. Richardson. Phelps. 
Bates........ 10 826 
Barton.. .... 59 
Barry........ 232 
Camden ..... 241 
Cedar........ 220 

193 
687 
242 
628 

MISSOURL 

CONG RESS-( Continued.) 
Di.<trirts. Opp. Dem. 

VI. Richardson. Phelps. 
Polk . . . . . .. . 672 630 
Pulaski. . . . . . 118 255 
St. Clair.... . 114 721 
Stone . . . . . . . 118 173 
Taney. . .. .. . 206 486 
'.l.'~'\:aS....... 124 573 
Vi!rnon...... 41 409 
Webster..... 526 579 
Wright . . . . . . 84 389 

Total .. .... 8050 13424 
Maj. for Phelps, 5,374. 

VII. Zeijl"ler. Noell. 
Bollinger . . . . 136 528 
Butler.. . . . . . . 98 211 
Cape Girard'u 784 548 
Crawford . . . . 150 423 
Dent........ 52 468 
Dunklin . . . . . 333 58 
Franklin .... 1012 767 
Iron......... 353 174 
Jefferson . . . . 364 620 
Madison.. . . . . 81 554 
Mississippi. . . 126 377 
New-Madrid. 227 327 
Pemiscot.. . . . 55 26S 
Perry . . . . . . . 150 759 
Phelps. . . . . . . 71 498 
Reynolds.... 173 187 
Ripley .. .. . . 66 412 
Scott.. . . . . . . . 298 392 
Shannon. . . . . 12 197 
St. Genevieve 278 397 
St. Francois 349 608 
Stoddard.. . .. 217 472 
Washington.. 273 702 
Wayne...... 200 458 

Total ... ... 5808 10404 
l\Iaj. for Noell, 4,596. 
At the same election a 

vote was taken for Superin
tendent of Public Schools, 
at which Starke, Dem., was 
chosen over Provines, .Ani., 
by 33,384 majority. 

Ohio-1859. 
GOVERNOR. 

District!. Rep . Dem. 
I. & II. Dennison. Ramsey. 

Hamilton .... 13285 14178 
Maj. for Ramsey, 893. 

HI. Den. 
Butler... . . . . . 2238 
~1ontgomery. 4747 
Preble ....... 2261 

Ram. 
3479 
4615 
1496 

Total ...... 9246 9590 
Maj. for Ramsey, 344. 

IV. Den. Ram. 
Allen ........ 1574 1656 
Auglaize . . . . 696 1277 
Darke ....... 2201 2454 
Mercer....... 540 1057 
Miami. . . . . . . 2722 1839 
Shelby ...... 1352 1517 

Dade ........ 213 652 Total ...... 9085 9800 
Dallas....... 462 
Gasconade. . . 541 
Greene. . . . . . 1135 
Hickory..... 168 
Howell...... 156 

272 Maj. for Ramsey, 711>. 
245 V. Den. Ram. 

1029 Defiance..... 778 1083 
350 Fulton ..... . . 1037 707 
97 Hancock .... 1674 1796 

Jasper ...... 344 
Total. . . . . .. 5839 9295 Laclede . . . . . 355 
Maj. for Stevenson, 3,456. Lawrence.... 508 

48-t Henry.. . . . . . 670 Sil 
378 Lucas . . . . . . . 2225 2073 
566 Paulding . . . . 441 326 

TOTAL VOTE OF STATE. Maries 36 
Oppn.<iti,on. McDonald . . . 153 

Governo1· . . Bell.. ... 67,271 Newton 410 
Congress .. . Opp., .... 64,670 ~ Oregon....... 137 

De:mrycrat." ! Osage . . . . . . . 427 
Governor . . Magoffin z6,1~7 Oz:irk and } 240 OongreiJB . .. Dem., ... 16,5;i2 Douglas. 

472 Putnam . . . . . 735 1087 
346 Van Wart... 8a7 865 
779 ) Williams ..... 1191 1013 
189 . Wood ....... 1429 1021 45q --
373 Total. ..... 11017 10812 

? Maj. for Denni<on, 2u5. 

OHIO. 
GOVERNOR-(Continued.) 
Di8trids. Rep. Dem. 

VI. Dennison. Ramsey. 
Adams ...... 1405 1753 
Brown ....... 1657 2275 
Clermont . . . . 2689 2988 
Highland .... 2168 2175 

Total ...... 7919 9191 
J\Iaj. for Ramsey, 1,2n. 

VII. Den. Ram. 
Clinton ....... 1721 1019 
Fayette ..... 1093 761 
Greene .... ... 2466 1362 
llfadison ...... 1018 92& 
·warren. . . . . . 2689 16H.' 

Total .. . ... 8987 5686 
Maj. for Dennison, 3,301. 

VIII. Den. Ram. 
Champaign .. 1732 1612 
Clarke ...... 2249 1574 
Delaware .... 2358 1776 
Logan. . . . . . . 16.)0 1238 
Union ........ 1241 910 

Total ... .. . 9230 7110 
Maj. for Dennison, 2,120. 

IX. Den. Ram. 
Crawford . . . . 1550 2258 
Hardin ....... 1152 1127 
J\Iarion . . . . . . 1388 1391 
Ottaway. . . . . 328 578 
Sandusky .... 1473 1822 
Seneca . . . . . . 2461 2661 
Wyandotte .. 1295 1390 

Total ...... 9597 11227 
Maj. for Ramsey, 1,630. 

X. Den. Ram. 
Gallia ........ 1365 1357 
Jackson ..... 1198 1~39 
Lawrence .... 1450 1246 
Pike ........ 669 1085 
Ross . . . . . . . . 2587 2688 
Scioto ....... 1608 1424 

Total ...... 8877 9039 
l\laj. for Ramsey, 162. 

XI. Den. Ram. 
Athens ...... 1843 1237 
Fairfield ..... 1394 2821 
Hocking... . . . 976 1397 
l\leigs ....... 1912 1437 
Perry . . . . . . . 1898 2281 
Yinton . . . . . . 979 1049 

Total ...... 9002 10222 
Maj. for Ramsey, 1,220. 

XII. Den. Rnm. 
Franklin ..... 3762 4634 
Licking .... . 3030 3438 
Pickaway ... 1710 2147 

Total ...... 8502 10219 
Maj. for Ramsey, 1,717. 

XIU. Den. Ram. 
Erie.. . . . . .. . 19 3 1535 
Huron ....... 2924 1568 
Morrow . . . . . 1919 1770 
Richland . . . . 2735 2952 

Total ...... 9561 7825 
Maj. for Dennison, 1,736. 

XIV. Den. Ram. 
Ashland ... .. 1834 1914 
Lorain ...... 3391 1689 
Medina ...... 2413 1457 
Wayne .. . ... 2944 3285 

Total. ..... 10582 83-!5 
xv. 

Coshocton .. . 
Holmes ..... . 
Knox .. ... . . 
Tuscarawas . . 

Den. 
2198 
1241 
2603 
2831 

Ram. 
2461 
1964 
2588 
2778 

1'otal. . . . . . 8873 9736 
'.\laj. for Ramsey, 868. 
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OHIO. .MIOHIG.AlV. 
GOVERNOR-(Continued.) CHIEF JUSTICE-(Conli'd.) 
Di.ot irl.~. Rtp. Dem. 

XVI. Dennison. Ramsey. 
Morgan ..... 1835 1308 
Muskingum ... 3604 3467 
Washington .. 2198 1781 

Total. . . . . . 7 637 6556 
Maj. for Dennison, 1,081. 

XYIT. :::>en. 
Belmont.. . . . . 2280 
Guernsey .... 2103 
M:onroe ...... 757 
Noble ....... 1448 

Ram. 
2591 
1663 
1585 
1355 

Total ...... 6588 7194 
Maj. for Ramsey, 606. 

XVIII. Den. 
Portage. . . . . . 2620 
Starke ...... 3725 
Summit ..... 2560 

Ram. 
2038 
4005 
1734 

Total. . . . . . 8905 7777 
Maj. for Dennison, 1,128. 

XIX. Den. 
Cuyahoga ... 5834 
Geauga . . . . . 1881 
Lake ........ 1807 

Total ...... 9522 

Ram. 
4115 

529 
538 

5182 
Maj. for Dennison, 4,340. 

XX. Den. Ram. 
Ashtabula ... 3737 1049 
Mahoning . . • 2424 2041 
Trumbull .... 3143 1791 

Total ...... 9304 4881 
Maj. for Dennison, 4,423. 

XXI, Den. Ram. 
Carroll . . . . . 1600 1255 
Columbiana ... 3125 2235 
Harrison .... 1764 1384 
Jefferson .... 2294 1822 

Di•tricts. Rep. 
III. Martin. 

Kalamazoo . . 2326 
Kent ........ 3199 
Mason .. .. .. 73 
Montcalm . . . 469 
Newago ..... 287 
Oceana...... 124 
Ottawa ...... 1648 
Yan Buren ... 1598 

Dem. 
Felch. 
1513 
2443 

32 
814 
245 
132 

1076 
1307 

Total... . 22804 17337 
Maj. for Martin, 5,467. 

IV. Martin. Felch. 
Alpena...... 38 
Bay...... . ... 145 
Cheboygan . . 1 
Chippewa.... 40 
Emmett..... 21 
Genesee ...... 2122 
Gr'd Traverse 235 
Houghton .. , 152 
Ingham ..... 1861 
Iosco . . . . . . . 48 
Isabella.. . . . . 42 
Lapeer ...... 1476 
Mackinac.... 27 
Macomb ...... 1932 
Manistee..... &2 
Manitou...... 14 
Marquette.. . . 120 
Midland . . . . . 123 
Oakland ...... 3479 
Ontonagon . . 154 
Saginaw...... 989 
Sanilac....... 908 
Shiawasse ... 1150 
St. Clair ..... 1932 
Tuscola. . . . . . 621 

134 
111 

36 
147 

1576 
137 
378 

1719 
4 

25 
1098 
153 

1671 
47 
23 

159 
16 

3396 
141 
911 
317 

1039 
1563 

299 

Total ...... 17707 15100 
Maj. for Martin, 2,607. 

TOT..!.L VOTE OF THE ST.A.TE. 

Martin, Rep., ...... 65,916 
Total. ..... 8783 6696 Felch, .Dem., ....... 53,681 
Maj. for Dennison, 2,087. 

TOTAL VOTE OF THE STATE. 

Dennison, Rep., .... 184,502 
Ramsey, .Dem., .... 171,266 

Maj. for Dennison, 13,236 

Michigan-1859. 
CHIEF JUSTICE. 

Di<tricts. Rep. Dem. 
I. Martin, Felch. 

Jackson ..... 2702 2321 
Livingston ... 1713 1810 
Washtenaw .. 3231 3088 
Wayne . . . . . . 3894 4212 

Total ...... 11540 11431 
Maj. for Martin, 109. 

II. Martin, Felch. 
Branch ...... 2191 1221 
Cass ........ 1518 1276 
Hillsdale . . . . 2643 1501 
Lenawee .... 3865 2537 
Monroe ...... ,1714 1850 
St. Joseph ... 1934 1428 

Total .•••.. 18865 9813 
Maj. for Martin, 4,052. 

III. Martin, 
.A.llagan ..... 1293 
Barry ....... 1535 
Berrien ...... 1816 
Calhoun ...... 2915 
Clinton ...... 1432 
Eaton ....... 1758 
Gratiot....... 449 
Ionia ........ 1887 

Felch. 
1396 

948 
1941 
2063 
1131 
1332 

241 
1223 

Maj. for Martin, . . 12,235 

Indiana-1858. 
CONGRESS. 

D;,,eridl. Rtp. 
I. *Hovey. 

Daviess...... 734 
Dubois . . . . . . 191 
Gibson ...... 1072 
Knox ........ 1042 
Martin .... .. 441 
Pike ......... 569 
Posey ....... 1299 
Spencer ..... 1210 
Vanderburgh. 1846 
Warrick . . . . . 542 

Dem. 
Niblack. 

1032 
1117 
1021 
1206 

865 
612 

1309 
907 

1163 
1097 

Total ...... 8946 10329 
Maj. for Niblack, 1,383. 

II, Wilson, English. 
Clark ....... 1129 1446 
Crawford.... 533 716 
Floyd . . . . . . . 1535 1429 
Harrison ..... 1367 1493 
Orange... . . . . 611 994 
Perry . . . .. . . 601 985 
Scott . . . . . . . . 556 708 
Washinliton .. 1102 1522 

Total ....... 7434 9293 
Maj. for English, 1,859. 

III. Dunn. Hughe•. 
Bartholomew. 1340 1227 
Brown. . . . . . . 253 548 
Jackson . . . . . 778 1249 
Jefferson .... 2378 1491 
Jennings .... 1323 943 

IN.DI.ANA. 
CONGRESS-(Continued.) 

Distdcls. RPp. Dem,. 
III. Dunn. Hughes. 

Lawrence .... 1095 880 
Monroe ...... 1075 964 
Switzerland .. 1121 1083 

Total. ..... 9363 8385 
Carr, .A. L . .Dem., 1,432. 
Dunn over Hughes, 978. 

IV. Hackleman. Holman. 
Dearborn .... 1472 2385 
Decatur ..... 1672 1444 
Franklin ..... 1264 2135 
Ohio ........ 424 492 
Ripley. . . . . .. 1381 146-! 
Rush •..•.... 1648 1555 

Total. ..... 7856 9425 
Maj. for Holman, 1,569. 

v. Kilgore. Devlin. 
Delaware... . . 1293 718 
Fayette . . . . . . 1069 933 
Henry ....... 1956 912 
Randolph. . . . 15i2 1053 
Union ........ 743 640 
Wayne ...... 2750 1665 

Total. ..... 9383 5921 
Maj. for Kilgore, 8,462. 

VI. Porter. Ray. 
Hancock .... 875 1040 
Hendricks .... 1662 1174 
Johnson .... 1114 1415 
Marion . . . . . . 3956 3054 
Morgan ..... 1590 1402 
Shelby ...... 1579 1631 

Total. .... 10776 9716 
Maj. for Porter, 1060. 

VII. *Davis. Secrest. 
Clay . . . .. . . . 842 709 
Greene ...... 1266 1112 
Owen ....... 1190 759 
Parke ....... 1795 507 
Putnam ..... 1820 1656 
Sullivan ..... 1122 1100 
Vermillion... 907 515 
Vigo . . . . . . . . 1951 1226 

Total. .... 10893 7584 
Maj. for Davis, 3,309. 

VIII. Wilson. Blake. 
Boone ........ 1500 1380 
Carroll . . . . . . 1385 J 382 
Clinton ....... 1184 1346 
Fountain .... 1580 1626 
Montgomery .. 1936 1989 
Tippecanoe. . 2441 2021 
Warren ...... 1002 648 

Total .... 11028 10387 
Maj. for Wilson, 641. 

IX. Colfax. Walker. 
Benton . . . . . . 279 204 
Cass .... .... 1527 1477 
Fulton. . . . . . . 888 927 
Jasper . . . . . 648 483 
Lake ........ 1063 550 
Laporte .•... 2789 2224 
Marshall ..... 1215 1122 
Miami. ...... 1551 1519 
Porter ......• 1146 1025 
Pulaski. . . . . . 420 552 
St. Joseph ... 2067 1586 
Starke....... 144 185 
White . . . . . . . 809 756 

Tot.al. .... 14541 12610 
Maj. for Colfax, 1,931. 

x. Case. Dn1'.·son. 
Allen ....... . 1949 2707 
De Kalb .... . 1047 1157 
Elkhart ..... . 1971 1649 
Kosciusco ... . 1584 1057 
La Grange .. . 1062 460 

IN.DI.AN.A . 

CONGRESS-(Contin~.) 

Di.<tricts. Rep. 
X. Case. 

Noble . . ...... 1278 
Steuben ..... 1113 
Whitley . . . . . 776 

Total. .... 10780 

Dem. 
Dawson. 

1080 
441 
866 

9417 
Maj. for Case, 1,363. 

XI. Pettit. Coffroth. 
Adams ....... 474 842 
Blackford ..•. 251 379 
Grant ........ 1297 973 
Hamilton ..... 1471 1003 
Howard ..... 1009 1622 
Huntington .. 1218 1395 
Jay ......... 847 772 
Madison ....• 1209 1451 
Tipton ....... M5 627 
Waba&h ..... 1797 1126 
Wellll ........ 670 848 

Total.. .... 10748 10038 
Maj. for Pettit, 710. 

AGGREGATE VOTE OF STATE. 
Republirrms. 

Sec. State . . Peelle ... 104828 
.Auditor .... Lange ... 105493 
Treasurer .. Harper .. 105416 
Att'y Gen ... Otto ..... 105757 
S. Pub. Ins. Young, .. 105014 

Dernocrut.~. 
Sec. State . . McClure,107409 
.Auditor ... . Dodd .... 107242 
Treaswrer .Cun'g'm .107634 
.Att'y Gen . . McDon'd 107291 
S. Pub. Ins.Rugg ... 107910 

* Anti-Lecompton Democrats. 

Illinois-1858. 
CONGRESS. 

Distiicts. Rep. Do11,q. 
I. Washburne, Bright. 

Boone.... . . . . 1704 286 
Carroll ....... 1137 256 
Jo Daviess ... 1938 1476 
Lake ........ 1677 620 
McHenry ..... 2224 1081 
Ogle ........ 2092 815 
Stephenson .. 2140 1489 
Winnebago • . 2899 434 

Total.. .... 15811 6457 
Jackson, .A.L . .D., 370. 
Washburne over Bright, 

9,354. 
II. Farnsworth. Dyer. 

Cook ........ 10108 8278 
De Kalb. . . . . 2067 612 
Du Page ..... 1280 496 
Kane ........ 3172 1121 
Lee ......... 1638 689 
Rock Island .. 1542 1302 
Whiteside .... 1990 700 

Total ...... 21797 13198 
Blackman, A.L..D., 701. 
F'worth over Dyer, 8,599. 

III. Lovejoy. Armstrong. 
Bureau ....... 2546 607 
Champaign . . 1271 900 
De Witt . . . . . 992 755 
Grundy...... 999 715 
Iroquois ..... 1199 7'14 
Kankakee •.. 1366 852 
Kendall ..... 1423 405 
La Salle. . . . . . 4040 84.38 
Livingston.... 986 794 
M'Lean ..... 2570 2155 
Putnam . . . . • 582 299 
Vermillion .... 1661 1126 '"ill . . . . . . . . 2678 2198 

Total. ..... 22313 14988 
Le Roy, A.L . .D., 1,328. 
L'joy over Armst'g, 7,325. 
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ILLINOIS. 
CONGRESS-(Continued.) 

Di<tricts. Rep. Dem. 
IV. Kellog-a;. Davidson. 

Fulton.. . . . . • 2980 3224 
Henry ....... 2242 1101 
Knox ........ 2965 1820 
Marshall .... 1203 1054 
Mason....... 822 1038 
Mercer . . . . . . 1419 898 
Peoria ....... 2601 2623 
Stark. . .. . .. . 929 584 
Tazewell .... 1783 1960 
Warren . . . . . 1732 1406 
Woodford .. . 811 1152 

Total ..... 19487 16860 
Gale, A.L.D., 553. 
Kellogg over D'son, 2,627. 

V. Grimsbaw. Morris. 
Adams . . . . . . 3004 3280 
Brown. . . . . . .. 590 849 
Calhoun . .... 171 507 
Hancock ....• 2054 2234 
Henderson .. 1001 755 
McDonald ... 1774 1944 
Pike ......... 1991 2!71 
Schuyler ..... 1063 1489 

Total .... 11648 13529 
Davis, A.L.D., 504. 
Morris over G'shaw, 1,881. 

VI. Matheny. Harris. 
Cass......... 7!3 1068 
Christian . . . . 591 923 
Greene . . . . . . 765 1517 
Jersey....... 574 1059 
Macoupin .... 1615 2093 
Menard . . . . . 780 851 
Morgan ...... 1789 2054 
Montgomery.. 786 1222 
Sangamon ... 2803 3010 
Scott . .. . .. .. 650 1002 
Shelby . . . . . . 550 1394 

Total . .... 11646 16193 
McConnell, A.L D., 277. 
Harris over Math'y, 4,547. 

VIL Oglesby. Robinson. 
Clay .. .. .. 424 712 
Clark ........ 1076 1405 
Coles ........ 1859 1576 
Cumberland.. 488 696 
Crawford . . . . 693 922 
Edgar ....... 1446 1431 
Effingham.... 214 603 
Fayette . . . . . 605 842 
Jasper . . . . . . 459 619 
Lawrence. . . . 455 G62 
Logan ........ 1315 1174 
Macon ...... 1168 939 
Moultrie. . . . . 513 570 
Piatt . .. . .. .. 546 480 
Richland . . . . 499 755 

Total ..... 11760 13588 
Baldwin, A.L.D., 36. 
R'son over Oglesby, 1,828. 

VIII. Baker. Fouke. 
Bond. .. .. .. . 731 700 
Clinton...... 377 8 3 
Jefferson . . . . 288 1193 
Madison ..... 2054 2185 
Marion. ..... 575 1142 
Monroe...... 569 1149 
Randolph.... 917 1090 
St. Clair . . . . . 2464 2058 
Washington.. 4-35 1090 

Total. ..... 8410 11490 
Hope, A.L.D., 198. 
Fouke over Baker, 3,080. 

IX. Phillips. Logan. 
Alexander . . 41 378 
E<lwards ..... 395 267 
Franklin. .... 19 1030 
Gallatin . . . . . 207 815 
Hamilton . . . . 6 1155 

ILLINOIS. I WISCONSIN. Iowa-1859. 
c_o N_ GRESS-( Continued.) G? V~RN OR-( Continued.) GO VERN 0 R. 

D1.<111cts. RPp. Dem. D1Mricts. RPp. Dw1. Dist1·icts. RPJJ. Dem. 
IX. Phillips. Logan. II. Randall. Hobart. I. Kirkwood. Dodge. 

Hardin...... 46 356 ) Dunn........ 192 l'i5 Adair .. . .. .. 120 76 
Jackson..... 79 1225 ( Eau Claire... 320 233 Adams .. .. .. 177 122 
Johnson..... 7 1157 \ Grant ........ 2496 1715 Audubon . . . . 58 60 
Massac...... 15 750 ! Green ........ 1726 1141 Appanoose .. 627 985 
Perry . .. . .. . 474 798 Iowa ........ 1454 1320 Cass .. . .. . .. 179 152 
Pope........ 18 774 Jackson..... 493 293 Clarke .. • .. . 462 351 
Pulaski...... 67 589 Juneau ....... 1060 874 \ Dallas........ 530 448 
Saline....... 3 1143 ( La Crosse .... 1219 1034 Davis .. .. ... 717 1142 
Union....... 65 819 ) Lafayette .... 1102 1514 Decatur..... 390 771 
Wabash..... 396 623 Lapointe .. .. 72 109 Desmoines .... 1704 1923 
White . . . . . . . 611 1250 l Marathon..... 206 509 l!'remont..... 293 504 
Williamson . . 43 1554 Monroe...... 939 578 Guthrie...... 257 260 
Wayne...... 304 1195 Pepin . . . 432 255 Harrison . . . . 29T 351 

Pierce. .. . .. . 506 305 Henry ....... 1596 998 
Total . ..... 2796 15878 Polk .. .. . .. . 161 141 Jasper . .. .. . 946 705 
Parish, A.L.D., 144. 

Logan over Phillips, 13,082. 
Portage . . . . . 743 5S2 Jefferson .... 1282 1192 
Richland . . . . 745 647 Keokuk ..... 1025 1043 

For Superin't of Public 
Instruction, Bateman, Rep., 
received 124,556 votes ; 
:French, DouCJ., 122,413; 
Reynolds, Buch., 5,173. 

Rock ......... 4089 1578 Lee ......... 2159 2392 
St. Croix. . . . . 516 560 Louisa . . . . . . 956 679 
Sauk ........ 1659 799 Lucas .. .. . .. 521 457 
Trempeleau.. 366 134 Madison...... 651 729 
Wood . . . . . . . 235 280 Mahaska .... 1212 1137 

Marion ...... 1256 1438 
For Treas'r, Miller, Rep., 

received 125,430; Fondey, 
DoiiCJlas Dem., 121,609; 
Dougherty, Buch'n Denn., 
5,071. 

Total. .... 27191 21080 Mills . . . . . . . . 262 245 
Maj. for Randall, 6,111. Monroe. . . . . . 749 665 

Montgomery.. 125 115 

THE VOTE FOR 

LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS. 

At this election, Messrs. 
Lincoln and Douglas can
vassed the State for U. S. 
Senator, to be chosen by the 
Legislature then elected ; 
and while ~Ir. Douglas car
ried a majority of the Legis
lature, !\Ir. Lincoln had the 
popular vote. 'l'he aggre
gate vote of the State for 
members of the Legislature 
was as follows : 

Lincoln, Rep. , ... 124,698 
Douglas, Dem., .. 121,190 
Buch. Dem., and 

III. Randall. 
Brown ....... 423 
Calumet..... 518 
Columbia .... 2595 
Dodge.... . .. 3-192 
Door........ 72 
Fond du Lac .. 3214 
Green Lake .. 145~ 
Jefferson . . . . 2327 
Kewaunee . . . 167 
J\f anito woe. . . 704 
Marquette.. . . 586 
Oconto . . . . . . 3.52 
Ozaukee . . . . . 627 
Outagamie... 49! 
Shawanaw.... 105 
Sheboygan ... 1772 
Washington.. 684 
Waupacca .... 1167 
Waushara ... 1126 
Winnebago . . 2235 

Hob.rt. 
1066 

678 
1646 
3856 

78 
2530 

662 
2512 
567 

2134 
792 
446 

1577 
733 

87 
1S39 
2106 

624 
380 

1570 

Page .. .. .. .. 377 333 
Polk ........ 1078. 1048 
Potawatomie. 295 600 
Poweshiek . . . 595 411 
Ringgold . . . . 260 125 
Shelby . . . . . . 78 96 
'raylor . . . . . . 304 257 
Union....... 151 193 
Van Buren ... 1397 1402 
Wapello ..... 1016 1260 
Warren .. . .. 937 609 
Washington .. 1203 946 
Wayne ...... • 416 535 

Total. . . . . 26663 
l\Iaj. for Dodge, 92. 

26755 

II. Kirkwood. Dodge. 
Allamakee... 743 1025 

Scattering, . . . . 4,683 Total . .... 24113 25883 

Benton...... 914 
Black Hawk.. 815 
Boone........ 298 
Bremer... . . 417 

73'.I 
550 
413 
438 
570 Lincoln over Douglas, 3,508. 

Maj. for Hobart, 1,770. Buchanan.... 816 
Buena Vista.. 2 
Butler........ 474 In Five Di5tricts of the 

State there were no Repub
lican Candidates for the 
Legislature. In these five 
Districts, the Republican 
State Ticket received 577 
votes, which, added to the 
vote of J\Ir. Lincoln (to which 
they clearly belong), makes 
his majority in this State, 
over Douglas, 4,085. 

TOT.AL VOTE OF THE ST.ATE. 

Randall, Rep.,. . . . . . 63465 Calhoun.. ... 17 
Hobart, Dem., ...... 59508 Carroll . . . . . . 30 

l\Iaj. for Randall, . . 3957 
Cedar ....... 1152 
Cerro Gordo.. 117 
Cherokee... . . 12 

Wisconsin-1859. 

Oregon-1859. 

CONGRESS. 

R Pp. 
Loirnn. 

Benton....... 222 
Clackamas . . 380 

GOVERNOR. Clotsop...... 54 
Di<tricts. Rep. Dem Columbia... . . 6S 

I. Randall. Hobart. Coos ....... , 52 
Kenosha ..... 1321 906 ~ Curry . . . . . . . 54 
Milwaukee ... 2811 6251 Douglass . . . . 339 
Racine ...... 2111 1634 Jackson . . . . . 218 
Walworth ..... 3133 1459 Josephine . . . 211 
Waukesha. 2785 2295 Lane......... 532 

Linn......... 602 
Total ..... 12161 12545 l\[arion ....... 1062 
Maj. for Hobart, 384. Multnomah . . 563 
II. Randall. Hobart. P?lk · · · · · · · · 254 

Adams . . . . . . 594 293 Tillamook . . . 1g 
Bad Ax...... 995 619 ~ Umpqua..... 13~ 
ButTalo ...... 264 414 Wasc? ....... 115 
Chippewa..... 156 24S Washt?gton.. 356 
Clarke . . . 71 42 !'Yamhill...... 412 
Crawford.... 619 748 T 1 5631 
Dane... . .. • • • 8121 3880 ota ...... 
Douglas . . . . • 34 60 Maj. for Stout, 89. 

J)Pm.. 
Stont. 

422 
379 

34 

Chickasaw... 489 
Clay......... 3 
Clayton . . . . . 1630 
Clinton ....... 1605 
Crawford . . . . 45 
Delaware..... 8.J4 
Dickinson.... 31 
Dubuque .... 1751 
Emmet. . .. . .. 18 
Fayette ..... 1102 
Floyd . . . . . . . 495 

72 Franklin. . 201 
g~ Greene . . . . . . 126 

Grundy . . . . . 110 
49.5 Hamilton.... 192 
663 Hancock..... 19 
~n nardin . . . . . . 645 

Howard . . . . . 336 
728 Humboldt . . . 49 
~~~ Ida .. .. .. .. . 4 

284 
Iowa . . . . . . . . 765 

5 
Jackson ..... 1273 
Johnson ..... 1602 

2~ Jones ....... 1161 

201 
Kossuth . . . . . 75 

318 
Linn ........ 1771 
l\Iarshall . . . . 795 
Mitchell . . . . . 516 
Monona . . . . . 105 
Muscatine .•. 1457 

5670 

6 
246 
17 
30 

1002 
72 

7 
808 

9 
1429 
1521 

55 
894 
15 

3153 
5 

849 
281 
51 

146 
17 

105 
14 

4r.i8 
279 

29 
8 

549 
1477 
139r.i 
llr.i3 

87 
1345 

442 
204 
105 

1364 
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IOWA. 
GOVERNOR-(Conti1tuP.d.) 
Dfrfricts. R•P· Dem. 

II. Kirkwood. Dodge. 
Palo Alto . .. • 3 44 
Plymouth. . . . 24 11 
Pocahontas . . 16 17 
Sac . . . . .. . . . 28 37 
Scott ........ 2208 1625 
Story. . . . . . . . 395 358 
Tama . . . . . . . 500 295 
Webster . . . . . 252 333 
Winnebago . . 11 24 
Winneshiek .. 1022 771 
Woodbury... 132 163 
Worth .. ..... 98 26 
'\Tright . . . . . . SO 52 

.JfINNES 01'.A. 

GOYERNOR-(Co11tinued.) 
Districts. H eJL Dem 

Ramsey. Becker. 
Rice ......... 1040 828 
Scott . . . . . . . . 552 917 
Sherburne . . . 131 68 
Sibley . . . . . . . 3C3 526 
Stearns. . . . . . 375 660 
Steele . . . . . . . 448 178 
Todd ........ No return. 
Wabashaw... 793 512 
Waseca . . . . . 359 254 
Washingion.. 953 707 
Winona ..... 1209 814 
Wright . . . . . . 579 265 

St. Louis, . . . 88 119 

CALIFOR-'-YLf. 

GO VERN 0 R-( Continued.) 
Counties. Rep. Dem. A. L.D. 

Stanford. Latham. Currey. 
Siskiyou . . 43 2159 1303 
Solano. . . . 88 1172 827 
Sonoma... 64 1981 1148 
Stanislaus. 13 389 106 
Sutter . . . . 87 695 159 
Tehama . . 35 770 92 
Trinity . . . 4 1285 829 
Tulare .and } 11 821 63 B'na VISta 
Tuolumne 969 3723 737 
Yolo...... 66 757 568 
Yuba ..... 437 2442 1471 

Total .. 10110 62255 31298 Total . .... 29741 26556 
Maj. for Kirkwood, 3,185. 

TOT.d.L VOTE OF THE ST.A.TE. 

Carlton, ~ 

Lake, 
Latham over C'rey, 30957; 

Total. ... 21335 17583 over both, 20847. 

Kirkwood, Rep., .... 56404 
Dodge, I>&m., ....... 53311 

Maj. for Kirkwood, 3093 

Minnesota-1859. 
GOVERNOR. 

Cou;it.ies. 

Maj. for Ramsey, 3,752. 

LEGISL.d.TURE. 
SEN.A.TE.Rep., 23; Dem., 13; 

Independent, 1. 
HOUSE .. Rep., 58; Dem., 22. 

California-1859. 
Rep. Dnn. 

Ramsey. Becker. GOVERNOR. 
Anoka....... 383 165 Countie.<. R ep. Dem. A.L.D. 
Benton . . . . . . 143 94 Stanford. Latham. Currey. 
l3lue Earth.. 734 560 Alameda .. 299 1066 664 
Brown . . . . . . 343 300 Amador ... 232 2023 985 
Carver . . . . .• 473 524 Butte ..... 354 1915 1666 
Cass ......... No return. Calaveras. 35 3275 1391 
Chisago . . . . . 284 156 Colusa . . . 15 541 166 
Crow Wing... 8 55 Con'a Costa 41 805 378 
Dakota ...... 1007 1056 Del Norte. 18 392 126 
Dodge.... ... 593 444 El J)orado. 408 3096 2413 
Farribault . . . 210 109 :Fresno.... 1 359 11 
Fillmore ...... 1399 1171 Humboldt 83 397 372 
Freeborn . . . . 438 227 Klamath.. 1 607 120 
Goodhue ..... 1220 706 Los Ang'ls 220 1916 49 
Hennepin ... 2013 1117 Marin.... 67 467 75 
Houston..... . 675 716 Mariposa . 8 1462 212 
Isanti. ..••••• No return. Mendocino 11 730 85 
;lackson . . • . • 21 18 Merced.... 1 231 32 
.l(annabec . . . 9 6 Monterey.. 46 495 175 
Kandiyohi... 19 3 Napa..... 14 810 905 
Lesueur .... 577 625 Nevada ... 581 3185 2534 
Manomin .... No return. Placer .... 896 3226 1117 
Martin...... 18 10 Plumas ... 193 882 649 
McLeod . . . . . 197 95 Sacram'to. 228 3526 2678 
Meeker...... 147 103 San Bern'o 39 532 6 
Mille Lac . ... No return. San Diego. 17 259 1 
Monongalia.. 47 30 SanFran'o3027 4747 2943 
Morrison..... 88 115 San Joa'in 209 1806 878 
Mower . ..... 412 488 S.LuisOb'o 30 284 30 
Nicollett. . . . . 42± 227 San l\Iateo 105 420 418 
Olmsted . . . . . 1119 777 Santa B'ra 35 431 
Pine . . . . . . . . 6 28 Santa Clara 626 1407 367 
Pembina ..... No return. Santa Cruz 150 499 451 
Ramsey. . . . . . 1485 1773 Shasta. . . . 8 1456 432 
Renville . . . . . 8 37 Sierra .... 295 2814 1666 

) 

AGGREG.d.TE VOTE ON OTHER 
STATE OFFICERS. 

Republicans. 
Lt. Gov ... . Kennedy, 11148 
Conoress .. Baker, . .. 41438 

" Sibley,... 301 
Swp. Court.Shafter .. 11799 

Democra.t.s. 
Lt. Gov . .. . Downey,. 59051 
Congress . . Burch ... 57665 

" Scott .... 56998 
Swp. Court.Cope .... 59397 

Anfi·Lecompton Democrnt.. 
Lt. Gov . ... Conness .. 31051 
Oonr;ress . . Booker.. 2969 

" McKibben43474 
Sup. Coiirt.Sprague .. 30978 

Baker, Rep., was generally 
supported by the Anti-Le
compton Democrats, and 
McKibben by the Republi
cans. 

South Carolina. 
There is no opposition to 

what is termed the Regular 
Democracy in this State, and 
no officers are elected by the 
entire vote of the State, the 
Governor and State officers, 
as well as the Presidential 
Electors, being chosen by 
the Legislature. 

Alabama. 
An Election was held in 

this State in 1859, for Go· 
vernor, Congressmen and 
Legislature, in which the 
opposition to the regular 
Democracy claimed the suf. 
frages of the people, on the 

ALABAMA. 
grounds of greater deYot.ion 
to the interests of the South, 
but exhibited only a feeble 
show of strength, Andrew B. 
Moore, regular Dem., being 
reelected Governor over 
Wm. F. Samford, Independ· 
ent, by about 20,000 major
ity. '£he Regulars also car
ried the entire Delegation in 
Congress ; the only close 
contest being in the Third 
(Montgomery) Dist., where 
Clopton, Regular 1'em., beat 
Judge, Independent, by 214 
majority. 

Mississippi. 
An Election was held in 

this State for Governor, 
State Officers, and Congress
men, in 1859, which resulted 
in the success of the Demo· 
cracy by more than three to 
one, Pettus, Dem., for Go
vernor, receiving 34,559 
votes to 10,308 for Walter, 
Independent. The Demo· 
cratic Candidates for other 
State Officers ran ahead of 
Mr. Pettus. For Congress 
there was hardly a show of 
opposition to the Democra
tic candidates. 

Florida. 
The last general Election 

in this State was for Con
gress, in 1858, when both 
candidates were Democrats. 
Hawkins, the regular Demo
crat, receiving 6,465 votes, 
and Westcott, Independent 
Dem., 4,070. 

Arkansas. 
There is not sufficient 

opposition to the Regular 
Democracy in this State to 
create the slightest interest 
in the elections. At the last 
election for Congressmen 
(1858) in the First District, 
Hindman, Dem., received 
18,255 votes, to 2,853 for 
Crosby, Independent; and, 
in the Second District, Rust, 
Dem., received 16,302 to 
3,114 for Jones, and 3,452 
for Drew, Independent can· 
did ates. 



CAMPAIGN DOCUMENTS . 
• • • 

We invite the attention of friends of the Republican cause to the following list of documents : 

Please pay particular attention to the remarks on Postage on these documents, as prepayment 
is required. 

I. THE IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT: Gov. Seward's Rochester Speech of 1858 ; 
with Charles O'Conor's Union-Meeting Speech, December 19, 1859. 

II. THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERS FOR DISUNION: Speech of Henry Wilson of 
Massachusetts, in the Senate, January 25, 1860. 

m. THE ADMISSION OF KANSAS : Gov. Seward's great Speech, in Senate, February 
29, 1860. 

IV. NATIONAL POLITICS: Speech of .Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, at the Cooper Insti· 
tute, New-York, February 27, 1860; James R. Doolittle's Vindication of Wisconsin. 

V. LAND FOR TUE LANDLESS: The Hon. Galusha .A. Grow's Speech, in the House, 
February 29, 1860. 

VI. THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN: By an Illinois Republican, who knows 
well the man and bis history. .A large compact pamphlet of 32 double-column pages, for general 
circulation as a compaign document. Price 4 cents a copy, 40 cents per dozen, $2 50 per 
hundred, $20 per thousand. If required by mail, one cent additional must be sent to prepay 
postage. Cash oraers are solicited, and will be filled in the order of their reception. 

VII. PROTECTION OF HOME.LABOR AND HOME PRODUCTIONS NECES
SARY TO THE PROSPERITY OF THE AMERICAN FARMER : By Henry Carey 
Baird. 16 large octavo pages. 

The above are printed on fair type and good paper, each forming a large octavo tract of 16 
pages, except No. 6, which is double size and price. They are sold in quantities of One Thou
sand, or over, for ONE CENT per copy, and the Thousand may b~ made up from the list above 
given, as the buyer may desire. In smaller quantities, $1 25 per hundred; 25 cents per dozen; 
singly, 4 cents. By mail, postage prepaid, 5 cents per copy, 30 cents per dozen, $1 60 per 100, 
$13 50 per 1,000. 

IN GERMAN. 

L Seward's late Speech on the Admission of Kansas. 

II. Land for the Landless : The Hon. Galusha .A. Grow's Speech. 

IIL National Politics: .Abraham Lincoln's Speech. 

IV. The Irrepressible Conflict : Gov. Seward's Rochester Speech. 

v. State Rights and. Supreme Court: The Hon. James R. Doolittle's Speech. 

VI. The Democratic Leaders for Disunion: The Hon. Henry Wilson's Speech. 

VII. The Barbarism of Slavery: The Hon. Owen Lovejoy's Speech. 

Price of all these German Speeches, 5 cents a eingle copy; $2 50 per 100; $15 per 1,000. 
By mail, postage prepaid, 6 cents each, 60 cents per dozen, 25 for $1, 100 for $2 75, 1,000 for 
$1 '7 50. 

Will not our Republican friends aid us to "circulate the documents?" Now is the time when 
thousands of minds can be reached and influenced. 

Address T H E T RIB U NE , 
Tribune Buildin9s, Now-York. 



THE NEW-YORK TRIBUNE. 

INDUCEMENTS TO GLUBS. 
No·w IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE. 

THE TRIBUNE-now more than eighteen years old, and having over a quarter of a million sub
scribers, or constant purchasers diffused through every State and Territory of our Union-will 

continue in essence what it has been-the earnest champion of Liberty, Progress, and of what
ever will conduce to our nation's growth in Virtue, Industry, Knowledge, and Prosperity. 

THE NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE 
is printed on a large imperial sheet, and published every morning and evening (Sundays ex
cepted). It contains Editorials on the topics of the times, employing a large corps of the best 
newspaper writers of the day; Domestic and Foreign Correspondence; Proceedings of Con
gress; Reports of Lectures; City News; Cattle, Horse, and Produce Markets; Reviews of 
Books; Literary intelligence; Papers on Mechanics and the .Arts, Cookery, etc., etc. vVe strive 
to make THE TRIBUNE a newspaper to meet the wants of the public-.its Telegraphic news 
alone costing over $15,000 per annum. 

TERMS: THE DAILY TRIBUNE is mailed to subscribers at $6 per annum, in advance; $3 for 
six months. 

THE NEW-YORK SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE 
is published every Tuesday and Friday, and contains all the Editorials of the Daily, with the 
Cattle, Horse, and General Markets, reliably reported expressly for THE TRIBUNE. Notice or 
New Inventions; Foreign and Domestic Correspondence; .Articles on Cookery; and during the 
Sessions of Congress, it contains a summary of Congressional doings, with the more important 
speeches. We shall, as heretofore, make THE SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE a Literary, as well as Polit
ical newspaper, and we are determined that it shall remain in the front rank of family papers. 

TERMS. 
Per Copy, one year $3 00 I Five Copies, one year . 
Two Copies, one year 5 00 Ten do. to one ad<liress • 

.Any person sending us a chtb of twenty or over, will be entitled to an extra copy. 
club of forty, we will send The Daily Tribune one year. 

THE NEW-YORK WEEKLY TRIBUNE, 

$11 25 
20 00 

For a 

a large eight page paper for the country, is published every Saturday, and contains Editorials on 
the important topics of the times, the news of the week, interesting correspondence from all 
parts of the world, the New-York Cattle, Horse, and Produce Markets, interesttng and reliable 
Political, Mechanical, and .Agricultural articles, Papers on Cookery, etc., etc. 

We shall, during this year, as hitherto, constantly labor to improve the quality of the instruct
ive entertainment afforded by THE WEEKLY TRIBUNE, which, we· intend, shall continue to 
be the best Family Weekly Newspaper published in the world. We consider the Cattle Market 
Reports alone richly worth, to cattle raisers, a year's subscription price. 

TERMS. 
One Copy, one year $21 Five Copies, one year $8 
Three Copies, one year 5 Ten Copies, one year 12 
Twenty C6pies, to one ad<liress 20 
Twenty Copies, to ad<liress of each subscriber • 24 

.Any person sending us a club of twenty or more, will be entitled to an extra copy. For a. 
club of forty, we will send THE SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE, and for a club of one hundred, 
THE DAILY TRIBUNE will be sent gratis. 

Subscription! may commence at any time. 

addressed to 

Terms always cash in advance. .All letters to bo 

THE TRIBUNE, Tribune Buildings, 

Nassau St., New-York. 



THE 

TRIBUNE ALMANAC FOR 1860 
CONTAINS: 

APPROPRIATIONS BY CONGRESS. 

CABINET OF THE UNITED STATES. 
CALENDARS FOR 1860. 

CHRONOLOGICAL CYCLES. 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED ST A.TES. 

DAY AND NIGHT, LENGTH OF 

ECLIPSES FOR 1860. 

EQUINOXES AND SOLSTICES FOR 1860. 

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNI-

TED STATES. 

LEAP-YEAR. 

OCCULTATIONS. 
POSTAGE, RATES OF 

PRESIDENT, POPULAR VOTE FOR, BY 
STATES. 

RETURNS OF ELECTIONS in all the States 

holding General Elections during the year 

1859, carefully compiled expressly for the 

Tribune Almanac, and compared with former 

elections for convenient reference. 
GOVERNORS OF THE STATES AND TER- SEASONS, DURATION OF 

RITORIES. SENATE OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES. 
GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SLAVE TRADE, FOREIGN 
OF THE SOVEREIGNS OF EUROPE. 

UNITED ST.A.TES. 
ITALIAN WAR, SKETCH OF THE 

KANSAS IN 1859. 
LAND FOR THE LANDLESS. 

MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY 
MINISTERS RESIDENT. 

AND 

STARS, MORNING AND EVENING 
STATE GOVERN'MENTS. 

SUPREME COURT, JUDGES OF 
TIDES. 

TREASURY ESTIMATES FOR 1860. 
TRUE TIME. 

Price (postage prepaid), single copies, 13 cents, American coin; 12 copies, $1 ; 100 copies, $8 

If sent by Express, $7 per 100; 13 copies for $1. 

Orders, accompanied with the cash, respectfully solicited. Address, 

THE TRIBUNE, New-York. 

EVERY LAWYER SHOULD HAVE A COPY. 

THE LEMMON SLAVE 01\SE. 

The full history of the Lemmon Slave Case, from its origin to its final decision in the Court 
of Appeals, containing the opinion of Judge Paine, before whom the case was first heard, the 

opinion of the Supreme Court, the points and arguments of Charles O'Conor, William M. Evarts 

and Joseph Blunt, in the Court of Appeals, and the opinions of Judge Denio, Wright, and 

Clerke. The great importance of the legal and political principles involved, the boldness with 
which the issues were made, and the ability with which the argument was sustained on both: 

sides, render this one of the most significant and universally interesting trials that ever took 

place in this country. Price per copy, 25 cents; per 100, $16. · If sent by mail, 5 cents in ad

dition must be sent to prepay postage. Terms cash. Address 

THE TRIBUNE, Tribune Buildings, New-York. 



HOR.A.CE GREELEY'S 

OVERLAND JOURNEY TO CALIF·ORNIA, 
IN THE SUMMER OF 1859. 

EMBRACING 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENT 

MORMON CHURCH IN UTAH. 

BY 

HORACE GREELEY. 

One vol. 12mo., dotk. Price $1. 

No more interesting record of American Travel has ever appeared than Mr. Greeley's Let

ters, written while on his recent journey through the Great West, Utah and California. They 

have already attracted the attention of thousands in all parts of the country, and a universal 

desire has been expressed to have them in a connected and permanent form. 

The book contains a careful revision of the Letters already published, and also much new and 

interesting matter, including the author's notes and observations among the Mormons in Utah, 

closing with a chapter on the Pacific Railroad, in which its importance and feasibility are clearly 

·set forth, and its ultimate success fully established. 

THE FOLLOWING LIST IS FROM THE TABLE OF CONTENTS: 

From New-York to Kansas. 
Notes on Kansas. 
Summing up on Kansas. 
On the Plains. 
The Home of the Buffalo. 
Last of the Buffalo. 
The American Desert. 
Good Bye to the Desert. · 
'The Kansas Gold Diggings. 
The Plains-The Mountains. 
The Gold in the Rockv Mountains. 
·"Lo, the Poor Iudiari." 
Wes tern Charac.tcrs. 
From Denver to Laramie. 
Laramie to South Pass. 

South Pass to Bridger. 
From Bridger to Salt Lake. 
Two Hours with Brigham Young. 
The Mormons and Mormonism. 
Salt Lake and its Environs. 
The Army in Utah. 
From Salt Lake to Carson Valley. 
Carson Valley-The Sierra Nevada. 
California Mines and Mining. 
California-The Yosemite. 
California-The Big Trees. 
California Physically considered. 
California-Its Resources. 
California-Summing up. 
California-Final Gleanings. 

Railroad to the Pacific. 

Address THE TRIBUNE, New-York. 



A Complete Political History of the United States 

THE AMERICAN STATESMAN: 
A POLITICAL HISTORY, exhibiting the Nature, Origin and Practical Operation of Constitu

tional Government in the United States; the Rise and Progress of Parties; and the views of 
Distinguished Statesmen on Questions of Foreign and Domestic Policy. 

BY A ND R E W W. Y 0 U N G. 
Large Svo. Library, Sheep. Price $3 50. 

This work embraces the whole period of our governmental history, commencing with t71c 
brief "compact" drawn up by the ''Pilgrim Fathers" before their landing, down to the present 
administration. 

It presents the views of our ablest Statesmen, and the action of the Government on all the 
prominent questions of public policy which have arisen under the Constitution, and which have 
divided the people into parties. 

An important feature of the work is, that on controverted questions, whether involving Con
stitutional principles or mere considerations of policy, the main arguments on both sides are 
impartially given, and submitted without comment to the judgment of the reader. 

Subjoined to the work is an Appendix, containing the Declaration of Independence, Articles 
of Confederation, a statement of the Electoral Votes that have been given for the different can
didates for the Presidency, etc., etc. 

(From the N. Y. Tribune.] 

"The author has performed his difficult task with that laborious care and conscientious fidelity, 
which those acquainted with his previous works must confidently anticipate in any production 
of his pen. There are tens of thousands-nay, hundreds of thousands-of youth in 
our land, whose daily duties do not afford them leisure to wade through shelves of Niles' Regis
ters, Annual Registers, w· ashington's, Jefferson's, Madison's, Calhoun s, Benton's and other 
letters and papers, in order to gain a clear and comprehensive view of the main questions which 
have successively divided our statesmen and our countrymen generally. But the farmer's son by 
the winter fireside, the apprentice at his hours of leisure, the clerk in the duller season for business, 
may make himself thoroughly familiar with Mr. Young's book, and thus become better informed 
respecting the past political history of our country than so many as one-third of those now exer
cising the right of suffrage. And as the same questions, substantially, reappeared from age to age 
though under different auspices, and often witq a change of sides among those contending for the 
mastery, this unassuming 'Statesman' will prove to most of them emphatically useful and in
structive. 1Ve heartily commend it to general attention and perusal." 

TO AGENTS.-The above book is sold only by subscription. Exclusive right for Countis. 
given to active, energetic men. For terms, address the Publishers. 

EVERY AMERICAN CITIZEN 
SIIOULD OWN 

RANDALL'S LIFE OF JEFFERSON. 3 vols . . . .......................•.•• $ '7 50 
JEFFERSON'S COMPLETE WORKS. 9 vols ..... : .......................... 22 50 
RECOLLECTIONS OF WASHINGTON, by his adopted Son, G. W. PARKE CusTis.. 2 50 
LIFE AND WORKS OF BENJAMIN FRANKUN. 2 vols.............. . . . . • . • 5 00 
WIRT'S LIFE OF PATRICK HENRY. I vol.................................. 1 25 ---.A. LARGE NUMBER OF .A.GENTS WANTED TO CIRCULATE 

THE LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES 
OF 

HON. ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
'\Vith a Pod1·ait on Steel. 

BYD. vV. BARTLETT, 
TfiE WELL-KNOWN A"C'TIIOR OF "THE LIFE OF LADY JANE GRAY," "JOAN OF .ARC," ETC., 

.And Wa~l~i,,1gt<>n OurreapO"ulent t;,/ the" New York Evenin(J Post," and" Independent." 
One handsome 121110, Clloth, gilt back, 360 pages. Pdce • • $1 00 
Pam.pblet Edition, • 25 

Liberal discount given. Address 

* * * Coples of either or all of the above sent 
advertised. 

DERBY & JACKSON, Publishers, 
498 Broadway, New-York. 

by mail, post paid, on receipt of the price as 
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