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Gastonia, North Carolina

Centennial Year 18S5 - 19S5



CENTENNIAL YEAR
1885 — 1985

THEME

"A Century of Proclaiming, Edifying

Applying and Fellowshipping for Christ"

'WE CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST
WHO STRENGTHENED US"

(PARAPHRASE OF PHILLIPIANS 4:13)
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FOREWORD
In the year of our Lord 1885, God inspired a few of our fore parents to

come together in worship of Him and to become a light in a dark world of

prejudice, and it served as a source of hope to a people only two decades

out of the institution of slavery.

God has blessed Saint Paul Baptist Church to come this far and reach

this important milestone along this pilgrimage. It has been one hundred

years since the first day we existed and it gives us cause to rejoice and

praise God in thankfulness as we reflect upon our past, seek revival in the

present and contemplate the future.

Let this date ever mark our continuing efforts in doing the Lord's work

according to the Lord's will. Let this second century of our existence find

us rising to the challenges of the future while sharing with the world the

good news of God through our witness and our work.

Pastor Campbell



This book is dedicated to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and to our

Fore parents who one hundred years ago, had the courage and foresight

to establish our church to the g/ory of God and service to mankind.

We feel it befitting to express appreciation in a permanent manner so

that prosterity can know of thi?ir services.

Hattie Hardin, Chairperson Marshall S. Cabiness, Sr., Editor
Dorothy Gregory Lisa Howell
Elizabeth Mobely Peggy Moore
Pearlie Love Thelma Moore
Katharee Rhyne Thomas Duff
Lillian Crosby Ann Gill

Doris Gray Virginia Howell
Dequilla Rhyne Katie Friday

L. Winifred Gore

The Year Book
Committee



CENTENNIAL HYMN

(We Shall Walk Through The Valley)

We have come this fa-r by-faith

We have come this far by faith

For Je-sus Him-self has been our Lead-er

We have come this far - by faith.

We have toiled and struggled long

We have toiled and struggled long

With Je-sus Him-self as our Lead-er

We have toiled and struggled long

But we give our Lord the praise

But we give our Lord the praise

For Jesus Him-self has been our Lead-er

We give our Lord the praise!

Written by Amy M. Neely
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Gaston County was established December 21, 1846 and the City of

Gastonia was incorporated in the year of 1877 with a population of 263

persons. There is no record of this number as to how many persons

were Negroes, but it is known that blacks owned and purchased real

estate property in the city. On March 11, 1884, J. Miles Rhyne and his

wife, S. A. Rhyne, conveyed a parcel of land, consisting of about one-

half acre, situated on the easterly side of North Oakland Street at the

intersection of East Walnut Avenue, to Wiley Torrence, Albert White

and Miles Rhyne, as Trustees of St. Paul Baptist Church; the purchase

price being $25.00. The corner stone on our present church building

recites that "First Baptist Church was organized in 1885." However,

due to the fact that land was purchased by Trustees of St. Paul Baptist

Church in March of 1884, this would indicate that the church was

organized at an earlier date. Also, in his writing about black churches in

Gastonia many years later, T. R. Adams recorded in the minutes of

Epworth Chapel M. E. Church, Gastonia, N.C., the following:

"February 20, 1931

To Whom It May Concern:

I, T. R. Adams, came to Gastonia on December 15, 1885. At that

time Gastonia was a very small village of possibly about 500

inhabitants. There was only one colored church for the town,

namely: St. Paul Baptist Church."

The church edifice was a

small, white framed build-

ing which sat back from the

street. Some 23 to 25 years

later a second and larger



A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

OFFICE OF
THE MAYOR

November 1, 1985

Rev. Howard J. Campbell
Saint Paul Baptist Church
418 North Oakland Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28052

Dear Rev. Campbell:

One Hundred Years of Christian training and religious inspiration
that the members, officers and pastors of Saint Paul Baptist Church
have given to many Deople, represent an outstanding mission of purpose
and belief.

History identifies Saint Paul as the Mother Church in our neighbor-
hood, having sown the seeds from which sprung our church environment.

It is very encouraging and delightful to observe that you, the
officers and members of Saint Paul are striving and praying to maintain
the rich religious heritage and tradition that have been established
throughout the years.

I am grateful and honored to acknowledge with you the one hundredth
year anniversary that is now being celebrated.

Respectfully yours,

frlendell N. Brooks
Mayor, City of Gastonia

Post Office Box 1748 • Gastonia, North Carolina 28053- 1 748 • (704)866-6720
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office of

The City Council December 18> 1985

St. Paul Baptist Church
418 N. Oakland Street
Gastonia, N.C.

28054

Dear Members of St. Paul Baptist Church:

Please let me extend sincere greetings and congratulations to

you on the occasion of the observation of St. Paul's 100th birthday.
The City Council of the City of Gastonia joins me in congratulations
and in appreciation for the many and lasting contributions your
church has made to the entire Gaston community and> indeed, for

your greater influence throughout the state and nation. The first

100 years have firmly established St. Paul as a spiritual leader
in our state and our hope is that as the years come and go St. Paul
will be able to make an even larger contribution to the community
it serves.

The City Council, the staff, and the 770 employees of the City;
join me in expressing our congratulations and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

w.B. Brooks,
Councilman Ward IV



A Tribute To Mrs. Melissa J. Cabiness
The 100th Anniversary of St. Paul Baptist Church makes it possible for us to pay tribute to Mrs.

Melissa J. Cabiness who for over sixty years before her death on February 3, 1981 gave her

unselfish devotion and service in the activities of the Church.

Born May 8, 1893, Melissa J. Thompson was the second and last daughter of the union of

David and Fannie Stinson Thompson of York County, S.C.

She became the wife of Samuel E. Cabiness of Cleveland County, N.C. on June 19, 1912.

Three children — Vance, Geraldine, and Marshall, and five grandchildren — Vance, Rose

Marie, Marshall Jr., David and Robin came of this union.

Mrs. Cabiness was reared in a good Christian environment. Her brother, Rev. D.F.

Thompson, pastored at churches in Camden, S.C, Augusta, Georgia, and the 16th Street

Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama. Her nephew, Rev. Duff Frederick Moore, pastored in

Lincolnton, N.C, Salem Baptist Church, and Antioch Baptist Church of Charlotte, N.C. Both

were college graduates, Rev. D.F. Thompson of Virginia Union University, Richmond, Virginia

and Rev. Duff F. Moore of Johnson C. Smith University, Charlotte, N.C.

She was a member of St. Paul Baptist Church where she served faithfully for many, many
years in numerous capacities. She attended the Nannie Burroughs Institute in Washington,

D.C, where she received leadership training in missionary work. From this training, many of

her ideas were incorporated in the Missionary Department at State level. Mrs. Cabiness was a

member of the State Board of Missions in Raleigh, N.C. Through her inspiration and

encouragement, many persons have entered missionary work.

She has been instrumental in the training of Sunday School teachers at St. Paul Baptist

Church and was proud to develop such current teachers as Mrs. Peggy Ferguson, Mrs.

Dequilla Rhyne and Miss Emma Jean Friday. Her work with children has been outstanding and

is reflective in the Vacation Bible School, the training program and her help at Christmas plays

and Easter egg hunts.

For more than six decades, Mrs. Cabiness sang in the choir of the church. This was in

addition to another gift she had, that of being able to select an appropriate tune for the

particular occasion — Fellowship, Atonement, Faith, Prayer, Joy, Love, Etc.

There is so much more that can be written: how she would wash and iron the Eucharist table

coverings, how she would fix a dish or two for a church dinner, and how she was always ready

when called upon to perform some needed task.

By daily readings of the Bible, by meditation and communion with her Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ, she lived an upright Christian life, dedicating her talent and giving of her time,

influence and means to teaching or spreading Christian religion at home and abroad. She
encouraged and helped in the enlistment of young people in Christian work and by making her

home a center of Christian light and love. We salute you, Mrs. Melissa J. Cabiness, for your
humble and caring way in making this a better place to live.

—Marshall S. Cabiness, Sr.



Remembering The Past

We do not know much about the early history of the St. Paul Baptist Church. The only

written record seems to be the property deed of the Church on file at the Gaston County
Courthouse. But from verbal (word of mouth) information which has passed from one

generation to the next, we have fitted the pieces together and have learned something about

our glorious past.

From Mrs. Nettie M. Jones, now of Philadelphia, PA. but formerly a Gastonian, we obtained

these facts concerning her grandfather, James Richard Hoffman (1851-1938), also, mentioned

in the Church's history as Jim Hoffman, Deacon:

1. He was one of the founders of St. Paul Baptist Church, (information provided by the late

Mrs. Nettie Hoffman Jones);

2. Served as Chairman of the Deacon Board;

3. He mortgaged the family home to get money to help pay off debts of the Church
(information furnished by Edward H. Jones, grandson);

4. He was a stone mason by trade and single-handedly erected the rock wall that stands

today in front of the Church.
II.

Floyd Massey, Jr. was born July 24, 1915; baptized at the age of 8, and was licensed to

preach in 1939 by Dr. B.K. Mason of St. Paul Baptist Church. He is one of Gastonia, N.C.

earliest, black graduates obtaining the A.B. degree in 1936 from Johnson C. Smith University,

Charlotte, N.C.

He attended Colgate Rochester Divinity School, Rochester, N.Y. and received the B.D.

degree in 1944. He was awarded the D.D. degree by his Alma Mater, Johnson C. Smith
University in 1945. Later, he received the Master of Divinity degree in 1972 and the Doctor of

Ministry degree (D. MIN.) Colgate Rochester Divinity School, 1975.

Dr. Floyd Massey's first church was the Pilgrim Baptist Church, St. Paul, Minn. After

pastoring 21 years, he left in 1965. The church membership had grown from 125 to 1000; the

church budget had increased from $7,000.00 to $50,000.00

Dr. Massey began his pastorate in the Watts Community of Los Angeles, Calif., shortly

after the famous riot, on December 1, 1965. His church, the Macedonia Baptist Church, has

grown in membership from 850 to over 1707 at the present date.

St. Paul Baptist Church is thankful and happy to claim as one of its sons, Dr. Floyd Massey,

Jr.

III.

The Choir of St. Paul Baptist Church has long been known for its excellent ability in

providing music for worship service. However, it has been instrumental in contributing to the

finances of the church, as well.

Seemingly, the church was deep in debt and had been since the split in 1927. The mortgage

comany had grown weary and threatened to foreclose. There were rumors that if the church



Remembering The Past (continued)

could not raise the money to pay off its indebtedness, the church would have to be sold. Other

rumors had the church being converted into a gym or a dance hall.

The manager of the local radio station heard of the church's plight and volunteered to help.

The pastor, Rev. B. K. Mason and the Deacon Board made an agreement with the radio station

for the St. Paul Baptist Church choir to sing and all donations raised would be used to clear the

indebtedness. "Come over in Macedonia and Help us" was the theme for Sunday broadcasts.

Before long, members of the church rejoiced in prayer as the mortgage papers were burned.

Our heartfelt thanks go to our choirs, traditional and spiritual, to the Directors: James
Edward Jones, Mrs. Eula Broome Wellmon, Dr. W. Percy Carter, Furman Davis and Franklin

Walker, and to the pianists — Mrs. Cora Wilson, Mrs. Nettie M. Jones and Mrs. Amy Moore
Neely.

May God's richest blessings be upon you—Sisters Margaret Hoffman Rippy, Edith Duff,

Lois Cobb, Julia Pearson, Falli Oates, Nan Lytle, Hattie Williams, Nora Currence and Willie M.

Owens; Brothers Arthur Duff, William H. Friday and Tolsen Whaley—our sick and shut-ins.

V.

Deceased Members

Anderson, Louise (Pet) & Mary
Armstrong, Bertha

Biggers, James
Biggers, Sylvester

Blair, Dr. Clarence

Broome, James

Caldwell, Clifton

Caldwell, Georgia

Caldwell, James Lafayette

Cannon, Emma
Cansler, Ella Wright

Dawson, Alice Beathea

Derr, Helen and William L.

Earle, Spearman
Erwin, Belle

Ford, Albert

Ford, Clarence

Ford, Gilbert Sr.

Ford, Margaret

Ford, Robert Louis

Ford, Vera

Hargraves, Minnie King

Hope, John and Gomane
Hope, Ellen

Hope, J. W.
Hope, Mattie

Johnson, Mack and Emma

Kennedy, Samuel G.

King, Senia (Mammy)

Miller, Douglas Sr.

Rozzelle, Cleo

Rhyne, Carrie

Rhyne, Crownie

Rhyne, Edward C.

Rhyne, Isaac

Sloan, Cora
Stackston, Annie

Stackston, Robert

Tidline, Laura & Mary
Tims, Edward



Remembering The Past (continued)

Gilliam, Elizabeth and Mother Wellmon, Fred, Sr., Louise and Gladys

Graham, John and Leola Williams, Stafford

Gillispie, Pearl Withers, Robert

Green, Lela Wilson, John and Cora

VI.

Our warmest gratitude goes to Prince A. Erwin, Jr., Mrs. Nettie M. Jones, both of

Philadelphia, Pa. and to Mrs. Prince Ramseur, Church Clerk for the help they provided in

gathering various items of information.

It is to be noted that the names which appear in the Memorials are

Deceased Member List.

not shown on the

If someone's name has been omitted, we are truly sorry.

—Editor

A Tribute In Gratitude

Our sincere thanks to Mrs. Nora
Currence who has served St. Paul

Baptist Church with honor and distinc-

tion and who has enriched our Hues with

her wisdom, knowledge of His will and
spiritual understanding.

Our sincere thanks Dr. & Mrs. W. H.

Hammond, Jr.

Best Wishes

Janice



Rev. H. J. Campbell
Pastor

Mrs. Prince Ramseur
Church Clerk

Deacons Front Row: Blair Humphrey,
Roger Geter. Back Row: Left to right —
Charles Costner, Jr., Thomas Duff,

Raymond Gordon.

Deaconess Board
Left to right — Julie Wylie, Carnella Dunn,

Josephine Geter, Theresa Campbell, Eva Bradley,

Dorothy Gregory, Ollie Gregory, Jeanne Gregory •

Chairman, Inez Acker.



Deacon Board (continued)

I J

From left to right — Thomas Duff, George Gregory, Charles Costner, Sr., Charles

Costner, Jr., and Winfred Gore.

Trustees
From left to right — Ernest McClee, Jr.,

Raymond Gregory, James Ferguson

and Judge Donald E. Ramseur.

Trustee Board
Front row left to right — Donald Ramseur, Sr.,

Thomas Derr, Owen Trammell. 2nd row - left to

right — Walter L. Rhyne, Thomas Friday, Ernest

McClee, Dr. William Hammond.



Senior Ushers
Deacon Thomas Duff (2nd right front row) - President, Estella Rambert (1st left 2nd row) - Advisor

Aundra Armstrong (seated), 2nd from left - Nancy Taylor, Ollie Gregory, Katie Friday, Betty

Sturgis, Elizabeth Wylie, Rita Meadows.

Junior Usher Board
Monica Bradley, Tomika Friday, Mrs. Frances Gore, Supervisor, Chris Bradley, Yul Ferguson
and Lavonia Bradley.



Seniors and Young Adults Missionaries
Amy J. Neely - President, Seniors; Doris Gray - President, Young Adults; Eva Bradley
— Young Adult Director.

Youth Missionaries

Evelyn Bradley - President, Hattie Hardin - Supervisor



Publicity Committee

Amy J. Neely (not pictured) - Chairperson: Left to right — Aundra N. Armstrong, Marshal

Cabiness, Ann Rhyne
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Souvenir Booklet Committee
Hattie Hardin (far right front row) - Chairperson

Left to right - front row, Ann Gill, Katie Friday, Marshall Cabiness, Dorothy Gregory,

Katharee Rhyne. Back row - Thomas Duff, Doris Gray, Elizabeth Mobley, Winfred Gore,

and Hattie Hardin. Not Pictured - Lisa Howell, Peggy Moore, Pearlie Love, Thelma Moore,

Lillian Crosby, Virginia Howell, Dequilla Rhyne, Rev. Howard J. Campbell.



Tk*.

Program Committee

Right to left — Chairman - Jeanne Gregory, Marshall Cabiness, Willie M. Anderson,

Torben Gray, Hattie Hardin. Not pictured — Amy J. Neely

Social & Banquet Committee

Left to right, front row — Elizabeth Mobley, Aundra Armstrong, Thelga Nix, Margaret

Rhyne. Back row - - Josephine Geter, Willie M. Anderson, Sandra Byers, Owen
Trammell, Ann Rhyne
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Spiritual Choir
Franklin Walker (foreground) - director, Elizabeth Mobley (7th from left, front row)
president.
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Senior Choir
Furman Davis (2nd from left) - director, Amy Neely (5th from left, 2nd row) - president



Centennial Steering Committee
Rev. H. Campbell (1st left - 2nd row) chairman, Elizabeth

Mobley, Jeanne Gregory, Dr. William Hammond. Front row •

Hattie Hardin, George Gregory, Ollie Gregory, Prince Ramseur

Not pictured - John Geter, Amy Neely, Eva Bradley

Historical & Exhibition
Committee

Prince Ramseur (far right) chairperson,

Charles W. Costner, Jr. (not pictured),

George Gregory, Ollie Gregory, Thomas
Derr.

Music Committee
Furman Davis, Elizabeth Mobley, L.

Winfred Gore. Not pictured: Amy Neely,

Kevin Friday, Evelyn Bradley, Josephine

Geter, Peggy Friday.



Sunday School — Melissa Cabiness Class
Left to right — Barbara Jordan, Peggie Ferguson, Elizabeth Mobley, Theresa

Campbell, Dequilla Rhyne, Katharee Rhyne, Ann Gill, Lou Walker, and Barbara

Glover.

Church Advisory Council
Front row, left to right — Ollie Gregory, George Gregory, Rev. H. J. Campbell,

Prince Ramseur, Hattie Hardin. Back row — Ann Rhyne, Josephine Geter, Jeanne
Gregory, Elizabeth Mobley.
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Sunday School — Junior Department
Prince Ramseur (right) - Teacher, Ramona Jordan and Lavonia Bradley

HP
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Sunday School — W. P. Carter Class
Left to right -- Raymond Jordan, Mike Cabiness, Blair Humphrey, Judge Donald
Ramseur, Edgar Rhyne, and James Patton.



Sunday School — Youth "B"
Hattie Hardin (2nd from left) - assistant teacher; Left to right - Brian Dee, Christal

Meeks, Audrey Jordan, Tomiko Friday, LaToya Gray. (Not pictured Eva M. Bradley,

Teacher.

Sunday School — Youth "A"
Left to right — Ollie Gregory - Teacher, Anne Rhyne - Teacher, Toni Meeks, Monica
Bradley, John Geter, Jr., Torben Gray, Yulon Ferguson, Lisa Howell.



Sunday School
Primary Class

Jeanne Gregory (right) - teacher with Jason Geter, one of her students.

Toni Meeks, Jeanne Gregory -

teacher.

Sunday School
Primary Students

Mrs. Jeanne Gregory - teacher



Sunday School
Josephine Geter (left) - teacher

Preschool with Geter Preschool with Geter
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Sunday School — Senior Women
Left to right - Gussie Friday, Inez Acker, Willie Mae Anderson, Carnella Dunn, Dorothy

Gregory, Mary Davis.

Sunday School Staff
Left to right — Gussie Friday, Dequilla Rhyne, Ollie Gregory, Josephine Geter, Ramona
Jordan, Prince Ramseur, Peggy Ferguson. 2nd row, left to right — Hattie Hardin,

Donald Ramseur, John R. Geter, Yulon Ferguson, Torben Gray.



Youth Department

Front Row - Eva Bradley (supervisor), Christopher Bradley, Tomika Friday, Nicole

Bradley. Back Row - Torben Gray, Yulon Ferguson, Monica Bradley, Lavonia Bradley,

Hattie Hardin (supervisor).

Dr. E. B. Turner, President of General Baptist State Convention of N.C. congratulating

our own Lavonia Bradley (right) and friend.
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Evelyn Bradley

:i

Evelyn Bradley (right) being congratu-

lated by Hattie Hardin Youth Super-

vision on Evelyn's oritorical contest

speech.

Church Program

Activities

Torben Gray
Left to right — Marshall Cabiness, Doris

Gray, Ann Gill, Hattie M. Hardin, and
Katie Friday.



"Mike" Cabiness (right) and Judge

Ramseur (left) discussing a

Sunday's lesson.

Church Program Activities

Rev. H. J. Campbell addressing

Sunday School gathering.
Church Program Activities

Chris Bradley (at mike) Church Program Activities



Kim - Evelyn - Chris - Latoya
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A Gathering of Young and Old
Hattie M. Hardin, George Gregory, Margaret Rhyne, Doris Gray, Ann Gill, Tomiko
Friday, Ann Rhyne and Katie Friday



Year Book Committee

in a work session.

Left to right — Marshall Cabiness,

Doris Gray, Ann Gill, Rev. H. J.

Campbell, Hattie Hardin, Thelma

Moore, and Katie Friday.

Willie Mae Anderson (foreground)

attending one of many out-of-town

conferences.

Furman Davis, Director of Senior

Choir practice with "Buck" McClee.

Audrey Jordan

Hattie Hardin instructing Yulon

Ferguson (right) during a presenta-

tion.

Kim Duff
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Thanksgiving in Sunday
School.
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'.«.-. "Have A Heart For
Missions" competition.
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Sunday School in

session for lesson
summary.



Former Pastors

Rev. J. A. Everett

1947 - 1948

Rev. John H. Thomas
1967 - 1972

Rev. John H. Acker

1948 - 1962



Church Leaders

(Officers, Teachers, Missionaries)

Ernest McClee and wife, Maggie S.

McClee.
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Mrs. J. A. Everett
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Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Nora Currence, Rev. H. J.

Campbell.
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George Caldwell

Supt. - Sunday School
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Echoes of the Past

OCTOBER 31, 1925.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH TO

HAVE NOTABLE PROGRAM

Dr. J. H. Henderlite to Be
Speaker—Negro Melodies
to Be Feature of Service.

St. Paul's Baptist church N.
Oakland St. will observe exercises
appropriate to its 40th anniver-
sary Sunday afternoon, Novem-
ber 1. The program begins at 3

o'clock. Dr. J. H. Henderlite is

the speaker. The program:
Song service. Inspirational

melodies, "Bv and By." "Come,
Sinner Come," and "Get Right
With God."

Congregational singing, "Sun of
Mv Soul," followed by the 23d
Psahn in unison.

Invocation.
Selection by the choir, "Sweet

Peace, the Gift of God's Love."
The church mission—Rev. A. J.

Roland, D. D
,

pastor of Third
Street Presbyterian church.

Choir, "Take Your Burden to

the Lord."
Presenting speaker, Hon. John G.

Carpenter.
Sermon, Rev. Jas. H. Henderlite,

D. D., pastor of First Presbyteri-
an church.

, Offering.
Closing remarks bv the pastor,

Rev. W W. Burke, D. D.
Singing, "God Be With You."
Doxology.
The public is invited. There will

be reserved seats for white people.'
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TO: THE SAINT PAUL BAPTIST CHURCH
Congratulations on this your centennial celebra-

tion. For a group of christian believers to worship,

and fellowship in unity for a hundred years can only

be the work of God. Through the generations your

growth has been one of love through the grace of

God. Again we say congratulations, and wish you

God's speed in the future. From the Emmanual

Baptist Church family.

Pastor: Rev. S.H. Barber, Jr.

Congratulations

on Your One Hundred Year Anniversary
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Friendship Baptist Church Family
Rev. Gentile J. Everett, Pastor



Congratulations

on your Centennial

Celebration

Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
408 N. Marietta Street

Gastonia, N.C.

28054

Rev. L.D. Mayes — Pastor

Congratulations to

St. Paul Baptist Church
from

Greater Mt. Zion
Baptist Church

Pastor: Rev. G.H. Lowery

Best Wishes

and

Congratulations

on your

100th Anniversary

Congratulations!

St. Paul Baptist Church

on your

100th Anniversary

Dear Pastor & Congregation of St. Paul Baptist Church,

We at First Mt. Calvary of Charlotte wish you the best of everything

during the celebration of your centennial — May God continue to bless our

son in the ministry, Reverend H.J. Campbell and may he continue to lead

the church to greater heights. May the Church remain growing in christand

may it forever be a light house for the lost.

-s*

Yours in Christ

Rev. James Hawthorn, Pastor

Charlotte, N.C.



Their jo^ produced a magnificent concern.";;-

Macedonia Baptist Church
Phillip's Translation

1751 East 114th Street

Los Angeles, California 90059

Floyd Massey, Jr., D.Min., D.D., Minister

(213) 569-9561

December 30, 1985

Rev. Howard J. Campbell, Pastor
St. Paul's Baptist Church
418 N. Oakland & Walnut Ave.
Gastonia, N. C. 28052

Dear Rev. Campbell:

As one of the sons of St. Paul Church, please allow me the privilege
of congratulating you and your fine people upon your celebration of a
century of progress in Kingdom Building.

We have memories of many mountain top experiences in that great church.

I was converted there, baptized with 16 adults on Easter Sunday morning,
gave my trial sermon and licensed there. Moreover, you have been kind
enough to invite me back to preach.

May your Centennial Services be filled with Spiritual Exuberance.

My wife and congregation join me in these sentiments.

Yours in Christ,

Floy
FM:at

ssey . , Past

1908

75

Diamond Years Anniversary 1983



Macedonia Baptist Church Commends the

Rev. Howard J. Campbell, Pastor, and
St. Paul's Baptist Church upon successful completion

of a Century of Kingdom Building. (From one of

St. PauVs Sons and his congregation)

Macedonia Baptist Church
1751 E. 114th St. Los Angeles, CA 90059

Dr. Floyd Massey, Jr., A.B., D. Min., D.D., Pastor



IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Alice Massey
(mother)

1898 - 1927

Floyd Massey, Sr.

(father)

1890- 1956

Hannah Massey
(stepmother)

1898 - 1981

'Father, in thy gracious keeping, leave we now thy servants sleeping"

Dr. Floyd Massey, Jr., Son
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In Memory; of our Father

W. PERCY CARTER, M.D.

We Congratulate St. Paul

On The Occasion of

The Commemorative Celebration

of

Her One Hundreth Anniversary

Wilmoth, Althea, Marguerite,
and William P. Carter, Jr.

Congratulations

And
Best Wishes

To St. Paul Baptist Church
on its 100th Anniversary

The Rev. Thomas Massey

Detroit, Michigan State Counseling Supervisor

State of Michigan, 1962

Present Associated Minister, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,

599 Michigan Street, Pontiac, Michigan 48058

Graduate: Morehouse College, Atlanta, Georgia — A.B. Degree, 1944

Did Graduate studies — University of Rochester, N.Y.



In Loving Memory of

THE HOFFMAN FAMILY
DEACON JAMES RICHARD HOFFMAN

February 13, 1851 - January 2, 1938

Founder of St. Paul Baptist Church

NETTIE HOFFMAN AND JAMES EDWARD JONES

LLOYD HAYDEN JONES

JAMES VERNON JONES

GEORGE AND GERTRUDE HOFFMAN

MARGARET LOUISE HOFFMAN

LONA HOFFMAN BURRIS

LAWRENCE HOFFMAN

BRADY LEE HOFFMAN

VELMA LEE HOFFMAN

CASANDRA MAE HOFFMAN

HELEN HOFFMAN LAWRENCE

BRADY BERNARD HOFFMAN

KATHERINE HOFFMAN HENDERSON

"...And I Will Dwell in The House Of The Lord Forever."

Nettie Mkupita, Edward Herman, Von Christiana, and Dorothy Lucille Jones

Fond Remembrances of tula J. Hoffman - Washington, D.C., who is 94 years old.



In Loving Memory of

Trustee James "Brother Jimmy" Adams

and Wife, Daisy

Servant of the Lord,

Master in Scouting,

Good Counselor of Youth,

Friend to Manx;,

And My Good Friend.

"Precious in the Sight of The Lord, Is The Death of His Saints."

Psalm 116:15

Edward Herman Hoffman Jones



In Loving

Memory of

Edward H. Gregory, Sr

Ophelia W. Sanders

Geneva D. Gregory

Leroy Johnson

Alfred H. Gregory

From Offie Gregory & Family



To God Be The Glory In Loving Memory
for the organization of

St. Paul Baptist Church of
100 Years Ago

and the loving memory of:
Our Beloved Mothers

and Fathers

Mrs. Amy Williams Hollis Clara and Eugie Harrison

Mrs. Hattie Hollis White and

Mr. Will White

Mr. George W. Moore
Geneva and Alfred Gregory

Mr. Donald E. Hardin, Sr. by

Thelma & Peggy Moore
Amy & Hurst Neely

Don & Hattie Hardin Jeanne and George Gregory

In Loving Memory of

Joseph Napoleon Adams

"A Devoted Father and Husband"

Dorothy Adams Brayee

Geneva Plair Adams



In Loving Memory
of

My Beloved Brother
Fred Harrison

By Jeanne Gregory

LUKE 11-1

'Lord Teach Us To Pray"

Prayer Teams

Willie Mae Anderson
Chairman

Deacon Eugene L. Dunn

.mm.
Ml

Deceased September 12, 1981

A loving, devoted husband, father

and grandfather

Carnella H. Dunn, wife

Charles and Phillis D. Chapman

—

children

Charlese and Christal Chapman

—

grandchildren

Sister Nishie M. W. Davis

Home Church — Washington Baptist, Waco, N.C.

Joined St. Paul Baptist Church in 1956. She has loved and served St.

Paul for 30 years.

Sunday School — 14 years Intermediate Dept. Teacher — S years Adult
Dept. #1 Teacher

Missionary Department — Worship Chairman for 10 years and still

serving.

Family Members: Niece of Anderson Dixson (Deceased) Deacon at St. Paul for more
than 45 years.

Husband: Mr. Robert Davis

Son: Mr. Charles Swann & Family, New Jersey



In Loving Memory of

Arnold Dewitt Holland, Sr.

Arnold Dewitt Holland, Jr.

Juano D. Holland

Mattie Mae Holland Warner

Mottie Mae Holland

Mrs. Lucille Holland and J. Gilbert Holland

Loving Memories of

Samuel E. Cabiness Melissa J. Cabiness
January 6, 1890 to December 9, 1970 May 8, 1893 to February 3, 1981

Vance A. Cabiness David Eugene Cabiness
April 30, 1913 to December 18, 1975 April 16, 1947 to August 25, 1977

All Who Believe

All who believe

in God's mercy and grace

Will meet their loved ones

face to face

Where time is endless

and joy unbroken
And only the words
of God's love are spoken.

—Helen Steiner Rice

Remembrances of Mrs. Geraldine C. Daniels and Marshall S. Cabiness, Sr.



Congratulations

Davis Beauty Shop
468 S. York Street

Mrs. Geneva Davis

Ms. Sarah Holland

Mrs. Ruby Chisholm
Mrs. Brenda Harris

Lawrence Love
Landscaping — Driveways — Sidewalks

Tree Work — House Wrecking

Phone 864-2924 Route 1

or 867-4788 Gastonia, N.C. 28052

Congratulations

and

Best Wishes

Lowery Flower Shop
903 W. Walnut Avenue
Gastonia, N.C. 28052

Phone: 864-3786

Congratulations to

St. Paul Baptist Church

On Your 100th Anniversary!

CHARLES W. COSTNER, SR. ALBERT E. COSTNER, SR.

CHARLES W. COSTNER, JR. ALBERT E. COSTNER, JR.

ERWIN B. COSTNER

405 N. MARIETTA ST.

GASTONIA, N.C. 28052
PHONE 864-6787

"SERVICE OF DISTINCTION" Since 1939



Congratulations

and

Best Wishes

to

St. Paul Baptist Church

on

pour 100th Anniversary

Mrs. Irene G. Lineberger

Best Wishes

on Reaching Your

100th Anniversary

The Ernest Pharr

Family

Congratulations

on your 100th Anniversary

Best Wishes To
St. Paul Baptist Church
on this 100th Anniversary

Gussie Friday

Teacher, Woman's Bible Class

Past President, Missionary Circle

St. Paul Baptist Church
Gastonia, N.C.

Willie Mae Anderson
Church Hostess and Reporter

Assistant Teacher -

Adult Sunday School #1



Congratulations!!

Saint Paul Baptist Church

1885-1985

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority

Congratulations on

your 100th

Anniversary

The Just Friends

Social Club

Congratulations

to

St. Paul Baptist Church

on your 100th Anniversary

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond P. Jordan

Ramona P. Jordan & Audrey M. Jordan

Congratulations to

St. Paul

Baptist Church

Family

From THE HOPE FAMILY

"A PART OF ST. PAUL'S
HISTORY"



Congratulations on your

Centennial Anniversary

gnxtt) district

(©mega $£t $f)i Jfratermtp

Epsilon Upsilon Chapter

CHAPTER ROSTER

Adams, Leon L.

Biggers, James C.

Blair, Moses A.

Brooks, Glendell N.

Cabiness, Marshall S.

Davis, Walter F. Jr.

Draughan, Edward W.
Gingles, Ralph C.

Goins, William J.

Gregory, George A.

Hamilton, Charlton R.

Jaggers, George H. Jr.

Jordan, Raymond
Mason, Robert O.

Miller, George W.
Miller James
Mims, Ike

Montgomery, Leslie

Oxner, Jerome H.

Ramseur, Donald E. Sr.

Price, Henry S.

Reid, Duane

Richardson, Melvin T.

Roberts, Carl M.
Robinson, Joseph N.

Sadler, Edward W.
Sadler, Elvin

Sadler, John
Saunders, James E.

Starnes, Franklin E. Jr.

Twitty, J. Herman
Whitesides, Charles E.

Worthy, Arthur L.



Congratulations

on
Your 100th Anniversary

$ MILLER'S FLORIST &

GULF SERVICE STATION

HILLSIDE BARBER
SHOP

LEONARD L. BROWN — MGR.

610 N. York Street

Phone: 865-7501

Congratulations on
Your 100th Anniversary
and May Your Ministry

Continue To Grow.

m
SQUARE PHARMACY

207 N. MAIN AVENUE
GASTONIA, N.C. 28052

867-7275

N.A. Smith, Pharmacist

INSURANCE AGENCY

245 E. 2nd Avenue

P.O. BOX 879

TELEPHONE 865-8584

GASTONIA, N.C. 28052

126 N. MAIN ST.
BELMONT, N.C. 28012 825-9641

107 WEST MAIN ST.
CHERRYVILLE, N.C. 28021 435-6851

128 E. FIRST ST.
LOWELL, N.C. 28098

110 E. CENTRAL AVE.
MT. HOLLY, N.C.

824-2586

827-4324

HWY #9, LAKE WYLIE
PLANTATION SQUARE
YORK, S.C. 29745 831-7467



Best Wishes
to

St. Paul Baptist Church

BIGGERS ART SALES
TRAVELING GALLERY

"We Bring Art To You"

(704) 867-4525

1 404 N. Oakwood Street James Biggers

Gastonia, N.C. 28052 Dealer

Congratulations

on

Your 100th

Anniversary

FINER FABRICS
CORPORATION

Perkins Heauly Jnop
MRS. LOUISE PERKINS, owner & operator

116 W. HARRISON AVENUE
GASTONIA, NC 28052

PHONE 864-4601

HOME 864-4366

Highland Barber Shop
Three Barbers to Serve You!

-^ Professional Service

V Since 1968

.=. Manager Charlie Forney

824 N. York St. Phone 867-2681

Congra tula tions

St. Paul Baptist Church

on your 100th Anniversary

LIGHTNER'S TAXI
CABS

NEW IMAGE BEAUTY
SALON

610 N. York St.

Gastonia, N.C.

BELMONT TEXTILE

MACHINE CO.

P.O. Box 352

Belmont, N.C.

Pacemaker
Supermarket
702 Linwood Road

Gastonia, N.C.

and

East Gastonia, N.C.



Congratulations

Congratulations on

on this 100th Anniversary

your 100th Anniversary of

St. Paul Baptist Church

Mrs. Charity M. Gibson

Mrs. Clara Bell Lee Mrs. Thelga Nix

Mrs. Aundra Armstrong

Miss Kimberly Duff

Best Wishes Best Wishes

on this 100th Anniversary for your

100th Anniversary

Ervin Marshall and daughter, Mrs. Asbury J. Barber

Mrs. Edith M. Davis Mrs. Lillie Barber



In Memory of

Our Uncle, Rev. Paul Biggers and our

Aunt, Mrs. Cora F. Biggers

Donald E. & Mrs. Prince Ramseur

In Memory Of

Mrs. Velo Jingles

Mrs. Lula W. Miller

Banks Roach

Mrs. Maude M. Jeffers

Mrs. Bertha Armstrong

David Dreher, Sr.

Donald E. & Mrs. Prince Ramseur

Congratulations

Saint Paul Baptist Church

Judge Donald E. Ramseur, Sr. and wife, Prince W. Ramseur

and Family

December 1, 1985



Congratulations

on

Your 100th

Anniversary

RAUCH INDUSTRIES,
INC.

Best Wishes To St. Paul Baptist Church
on your 100th Anniversary

*W"&UUqt. «/ "Wain. TkMpc *7«c

LUTHER W. GORE
Vice President, Owner & Instructor

Enrolling Classes Westover Shopping Center

Each Month 1550 W. Blvd.

Open Tuesday - Charlotte, NC 28208

Saturday Home 704/864-8964

Phone 704/372-8172

All Types of Financial Aid Assistance

DIAL 865-5994 FOR APPOINTMENT

MODERNISTIC BEAUTY NOOK
210 WEST LINCOLN AVENUE

GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

OPERATOR:
MRS. KATHREE RHYNE



Congratulations on

Your 100th

Anniversary

Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Loggins

MAY GOD
BLESS YOU

on

Your 100th

Anniversary

THE HOWELL
FAMILY

CONGRATULATIONSM
on your

Centennial Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs.

George W. Miller

May God Continue

To Bless Lis As

We Strive for

Another 100

Years

Mr. & Mrs.

Perry Gray & Family

Congratulations

and May God

Continue To Bless

Us On Our

100th Anniversary

Barbara Glover & Family



Congratulations

to St. Paul Baptist Church
on your 100th Anniversary

BIGGERS BEAUTY SALON
MRS. LARNELL BIGGERS, PROP.

114 W. Lincoln Avenue
Gastonia, N.C. 28052

Phone 865-3683

Best Wishes

Haas & Herron

Electronics, Inc.
Phone 865-5568

602 W. Airline Avenue
Gastonia, N.C. 28052

Massey Union

76 Service

1501 S. Linwood Street

Gastonia, N.C. 28052

©

Congratulations on Your 100th

Anniversary

Rawlingson Cleaning Service

Dallas, N.C.



DRAPERY CLEANING
TAKE-DOWN & RE-HANG

SMOKE & ODOR
REMOVAL

WEDDING DRESS CLEANED & PRESERVED

BOU
CLEANERS
LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1938

A COMPLETE ONE-STOP SERVICE FOR LAUNDRY & CLEANING

Eddie Bou

124 S. OAKLAND ST.

GASTONIA, N. C. 28052

PHONE 865-5871

TOUCH OF CLASS
405 E. 6tK Ave.

Gastonia, N. C. 28054

Cornell Uavis Pkone: 864-0062

i/luji <j
(

3!*iut^~*l<

213 WEST MAIN AVE.

GASTONIA, N.C. 28052

PHONE (704) 866-8046

AKERS SHOPPING CENTER
GASTONIA, N.C. 28052

PHONE (704) 865-0629

Fine Ladies Apparel

Unsurpassed in

A Most Cordial Welcome
And Continued Success To
All Members, Their Families

and Friends of the

St. Paul Baptist Church

o-gPENEGA2company

Quality
Service

t
kJY/uc ('JyuiA

JL

Value

t/t/ome/it

176 West Franklin Ave.

Gastonia, N.C. 28052



Congratulations

to

St. Paul Baptist Church
on your 100th Anniversary

ARMSTRONGS
BEAUTY& BARBER

SUPPLY

411 N. MARIETTA ST.

P.O BOX 397

GASTONIA, N.C. 28053

(704) 865-7330

221 E. MARION ST.

SHELBY, N.C. 28150

(704) 482-9310

Best Wishes
to

St. Paul Baptist Church

YJV/rAf

EAST GASTONIA HARDWARE CO.. INC
1906 EAST OZARK AVENUE

GASTONIA NORTH CAROLINA 28054

PETE SHORT TEL : 17041 864-5404

Congratulations

on your 100th Anniversary

COMPLIMENTS OF

Garvin Professional Cleaning
TELEPHONE ANYTIME 867-6901

35 YRS EXPERIENCE CLEANING PRIVATE HOMES
INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDIVIDUAL

ERNEST L. GARVIN
OWNER

1316 PINEHURST ST.
GASTONIA, N.C. 28052

STORES. INC

DOWNTOWN GASTONIA

Fashion and Quality Clothes

At The Lowest Prices Anywhere!

Big--Small--Thin--Tall--

Mr. K Has Clothes To Fit Them All!



Congratulations

on your 100 years of Service

W.B. BROOKS
PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Gastonia, N.C. 28052

818 Cameron Avenue Phone 867-7352

Congratulations!!!

TED'S

NORTH HI

SHELL
297 N. CHESTER STREET
GASTONIA, N.C. 28052

TELEPHONE 864-8561

(shell)

Compliments on

your 100th Year.

Drummonds Beauty Shop
714 N. Falls Street

Mrs. Laura Drummond
&

Mrs. lona Ashley

°i jP

Compliments of:

^LeujLi \jL01Llt
125 East Main Street

Gastonia, N.C. 28052

FRANK & SARA
RATCHFORD TELEPHONE

OWNERS 867-7152

Congratulations to

St. Paul Baptist Church

^rfaix (f^aLLEXU
"Where Hair Artistry Comes to Life"

1905 W. Franklin Avenue
Gastonia, N.C. 28052

866-7662

LEE PAGAN
OWNER



Best Wishes Congratulations
on your 100th Anniversary

SHAW LAUNDRY on

& CLEANERS Your 100th
Professional Cleaners

"Wash Your Dud's in Shaw's Suds" Anniversary
401 N. Chester St. 1612 S. York St.

864-2630 864-7809

QUINN COTTON
Ann, Charlie, Bobby a

/<Ani\v/i) j

nd James Shaw COMPANY

Congratulations

from

Home's Home & SIMPSON'S BEAUTY

Auto Supplies,
SUPPLY

on your 100th Anniversary

inc. 356 W. Franklin Avenue

134 East Main Street
Gastonia, N.C. 28052

Gastonia, North Carolina 28052 STORE HOURS:
8:30 a.m. till 7:00 p.m.

(Monday thru Friday)

Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC



In Memory of

Joe Doch Geter
Oscar Geter
Pearlie Geter

front

Estelle G. Rampart
Wylie James

Herbert James

In Memory of
Juanita Dee and

Charlie Dee
from

Mrs. Ruby Hood Pryor
Mrs. Mabel L. Neely

Mrs. Johnnie Mae Davis

In Loving Memory of

our Father and Mother
Mr. & Mrs.

Alfred H. Gregory, Sr.

Gone But Not Forgotten

The Gregory Family

In Loving Memory of

Lisa Meadows

From Your Mother
Rita Meadows

Claudia Smith

&
Family

In Memory of
Viola Smith

In Loving Memory

of

Lisa Meadows

from your

Uncle & Aunt

Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Taylor

Congratulations
a
n
d

Best Wishes

on the 100th Anniversary

of St. Paul Baptist Church

Mrs. Julia A. Wylie



In Honor

of
In Loving Memory of

Blair Thomas Humphrey John F. Humphrey

for his many years of

service to St. Paul (One of the First Sunday School

Superintendents)

with love

from Congratulations on your

Your wife: Verna Humphrey

and children:
100th Anniversary

Doris, Aaron & Kimberly Blair T. Humphrey

Davenport Doris Humphrey Davenport

Congratulations

on your

100th Anniversary N-A-P-U

Friends of AMP, INC.
Compliments of

BEST WISHES
To My Father

William Henry Friday

on this 100th Anniversary of

Derr's Decorating Upholstery
& Refinishing

(704) 861-9032

St. Paul Baptist Church

Miss Emma Jean Friday

103', W. Harrison Ave.
JT

-
Derr at N. Marietta

0wner Gastonia, N.C. 28052



God Is Our Refuge And

Strength

Happy Centennial To

Our Church Family

In Loving Memory
of Our Parents

Mrs. Mozella Ferguson

Mr. Mack I. Ferguson

Mr. Malachi Greene
Mr. Columbus Hinton

James, Peggy and Yulon Ferguson

Dr. and Mrs.
L.L. Anthony, Jr.

Mrs. P.P. Pearson, Sr.

In Memory
of

Lisa R.

Meadows

In Loving Memory
of

Leonard Geter, Jr.

Mrs. Lottie Geter
Mr. Leonard Geter, Sr.

In memory of our Mother
Mrs. Earsie L. Friday

and our Brothers

William H. Friday Jr.

Jerry Lawrence Friday

from

Miss Emma Jean Friday

Thomas Craig Friday



In Loving Memory of

Andrew Madison Whaley
Ida Whaley

Missouri Whaley Stroman
Abraham Stroman
Fleming Whaley
Marie R. Whaley

front

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Whaley

Mrs. Cornelia Whaley Elder and

Mr. Leroy Elder



To Our Family of the Present Membership of

Saint Paul Baptist Church

In thankfulness of God's Grace on those who have passed,

we extend heartfelt congratulations and gratitude

for having been a part of 100 years of

God's Blessings and Providence

Rev. Howard and Theresa Campbell

In Loving Memory of

John R. Geter, Sr. (Father)

and

Ida Thompson Geter (Mother)

John R. Geter, III and Jason L. Geter

Grandchildren

John R. Geter, Jr. Josephine Geter



Congratulations

on your 100th

Anniversary

APFCO Heating and Air

Conditioning, Inc.
2421 N. Chester St.

Gastonia, N.C. 28052

866-9421

Congratulations

ST. PAUL

Allex Partlow

Katie Friday

J. B. Sylvester

Elizabeth City, N.C.

Congratulations

on your 100th

Anniversary

Best Wishes

and

Congratulations

on your

100th Anniversary



PATRONS LIST

Mrs. Inez Acker Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Perkins

Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Adams & Family

Mrs. Parthenia Adams Miss Myrtle Pryor

Mrs. Mamie Armstrong Mr. Warner Pryor

Mrs. Jackie Blair er Mrs. Mary Howell Reeves

Mrs. Lemuel Boulware Mrs. Magdeline Rhyne & Family

Mrs. John W. Costner, Jr.

Mr. Donald Crawford

Mrs. Ida Crawford

Miss Audrey Robinson

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Robinson

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Russell, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. James Froneberger Mr. & Mrs. E. Sadler, Sr.

Mr. John F. Glenn Mr. & Mrs. George Sadler

Rev. Russell J. Shipman
Mr. & Mrs. C.R. Hamilton Mr. Sevester Smarr
Mr. & Mrs. W.D. Hoyle & Family Smith's Drug Store

Mr. & Mrs. Blair Humphrey
Mrs. Shirley Jeffers

Mrs. Cora Lee Springs Smith

Mrs. Norman A. Smith

Mrs. Inez King

Mrs. Lessie Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Lindsay

Mrs. Margaret Love
Mrs. Sarah Love

Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Tripplet

Mrs. Josephine Washington
Mr. & Mrs. Joe L. White
Mrs. Lillian Williams

Mr. & Mrs. William Womble
Mrs. Sara C. Martin Mr. & Mrs. Major Woods
Mr. & Mrs. James Matthew
Mrs. Sarah Matthews
Dr. & Mrs. H.C. McDowell
Mr. & Mrs. Felix McNair
Mrs. Helen S. Mills

Mrs. Iola Oats

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Odom & Family














